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PREFACE. 


By an act approved June 23, 1874, Congress made an appropriation 
‘to enable the Secretary of War to begin the publication of the Offi- 
cial Records of the War of the Rebellion, both of the Union and Con- 
federate Armies,” and directed him ‘‘to have copied for the Public 
Printer all reports, letters, telegrams, and general orders not hereto- 
fore copied or printed, and properly arranged in chronological order.” 

Appropriations for continuing such preparation have been made 
from time to time, and the act approved June 16, 1880, has provided 
‘*for the printing and binding, under direction of the Secretary of 
War, of 10,000 copies of a compilation of the Official Records (Union 
and Confederate) of the War of the Rebellion, so far as the same 
may be ready for publication, during the fiscal year”; and that “of 
said number 7,000 copies shall be for the use of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, 2,000 copies for the use of the Senate, and 1,000 copies for 
the use of the Executive Departments.” * 


* Volumes I to V distributed under act approved June 16,1880. The act approved 
August 7, 1882, provides that— 

‘‘ The volumes of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion shall be distri- 
buted as follows: One thousand copies to the Executive Departments, as now pro- 
vided by law. One thousand copies for distribution by the Secretary of War 
among officers of the Army and contributors to the work. Eight thousand three 
hundred copies shall be sent by the Secretary of War to such libraries, organiza- 
tions, and individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and 
Delegates of the Forty-seventh Congress. Hach Senator shall designate not exceed- 
ing twenty-six, and each Representative and Delegate not exceeding twenty-one of 
such addresses, and the volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time as they are - 
published, until the publication is completed. Senators, Representatives, and Dele- 
gates shall inform the Secretary of War in each case how many volumes of those 
. heretofore published they have forwarded to such addresses. The remaining copies 
of the eleven thousand to be published, and all sets that may not be ordered to be 
distributed as provided herein, shall be sold by the Secretary of War for cost of 
publication with ten per cent. added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be 
covered into the Treasury. If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the 
same address the Secretary of War shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or 
Delegates, who have designated the same, who thereupon may designate other 
libraries, organizations, or individuals. The Secretary of War shall report to the 
first session of the Forty-eighth Congress what volumes of the series heretofore 
published have not been furnished to such libraries, organizations, and individuals. 
He shall also inform distributees at whose instance the volumes are sent.” 
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This compilation will be the first general publication of the military 
records of the war, and will embrace all official documents that can be 
obtained by the compiler, and that appear to be of any historical 
value. 

The publication will present the records in the following order of 
arrangement: 

The 1st Series will embrace the formal reports, both Union and Con- 
federate, of the first seizures of United States property in the South- 
ern States, and of all military operations in the field, with the corre- 
spondence, orders, and returns relating specially thereto, and, as 
proposed, is to be accompanied by an Atlas. 

In this series the reports will be arranged according to the cam- 
paigns and several theaters of operations (in the chronological order 
of the events), and the Union reports of any event will, as a rule, be 
immediately followed by the Confederate accounts. The correspond- 
ence, &c., not embraced in the “‘reports” proper will follow (first 
Union and next Confederate) in chronological order.’ 

The 2d Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns, Union and Confederate, relating to prisoners of war, and 
(so far as the military authorities were concerned) to State or political 
prisoners. 

The 3d Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns of the Union authorities (embracing their correspondence 
with the Confederate officials) not relating specially to the subjects 
of the first and second series. It will set forth the annual and special 
reports of the Secretary of War, of the General-in-Chief, and of the 
chiefs of the several staff corps and departments; the calls for troops, 
and the correspondence between the national and the several State 
authorities. 

The 4th Series will exhibit the correspondence, orders, reports, and 
returns of the Confederate authorities, similar to that indicated for 
the Union officials, as of the third series, but excluding the corre- 
spondence between the Union and Confederate authorities given in 
that series. 

ROBERT N. SCOTT, 


Major Third Art., and But. Lieut. Col. 
Wak DEPARTMENT, August 23, 1880. 


Approved; 
ALEX. RAMSEY, 
Secretary of War, 
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ber 5, 1864, 


CHAPTER XLV. 


. OPERATIONS IN NORTH CAROLINA, VIRGINIA, WEST 


VIRGINIA, MARYLAND, AND PENNSYLVANIA. 


. January 1—April 30, 1864, 


SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL HVENTS.* 


Dec. 81, 1863-J: a 1864.—Operationsin Hampshire and Hardy Counties, W. 
ae 


Jan. 1, 1864.—A ffair at Bunker Hill, W. Va. 


Skirmish at Rectortown, Va, 
_ 1- 4, 1864.—Expedition from Bealeton to Front Royal, Va. 
8, 1864.—Reconnaissance from Charlestown, W. Va., to Winchester, Va., 
and skirmish. 
Skirmish at Jonesville, Va. + 
4, 1864.—Affair at Lockwood’s Folly Inlet, ye C. t 
6, 1864.—Affair at Flint Hill, Va. 
7, 1864.—Skirmish at Warrenton, Va. 
8, 1864.—Skirmish at Moorefield J unction, W. Va. 


9, 1864,—Maj. Gen. Gouverneur K. Warren, U.S. Army, temporarily i in eee 


command of Second Army Corps. 
10, 1864.—Skirmish at Loudoun Heights, Va. 
Skirmish at Petersburg, W. Va. 
Scout to Sperryville, Va. 
11, 1864.—A ffair at Lockwood’s Folly Inlet, N. C.§ 
12, 1864.—Affair near Accotink, Va. \ 
Affair near Ellis’ Ford, Va. 


are on file. All such are designated in the Index, 

+See Vol. XXXII, Part I, p. 57. 

+ Between U. 8. Navy and Confederate batteries. See Whiting’s dispatches, Jan- 
uary 4 and 5, post;-and for report of Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P. Lee, U. S. Navy 


(of the destruction of the ene see Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
December 5, 1864. 


‘§See Acting Rear-Admiral Lee’s report of the destruction of the steamers Ranger 
and Vesta. (blockade-runners), Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, Decem- 


(1) 


*Of some of the minor conflicts noted in this Summary no circumstantial reports ° 


] , 


Sica’ nt Mf x , See dy ee a is. yah Prd ate eo ee CA A ied WN Cd ete goo 
3 > : 2 vn ee as Pern Ks | 
Dg 7 : i : . , » ed me a 


4 Mi; _ hy , . 7 i . im . : r t é ; 
°2 OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA. W. VA., MD., AND PA- [Cxap, XLV. %) 31) 

‘ 4 \ 1 % 

Jan. 12-14; 1864.—Raid on the Northern Neck, Va. Wi es: 

Mian 13, 1864,—Affair near Ely’s Ford, Va. . adel 

nh - 15, 1864.—Skirmish near Petersburg, W. Va. 4 
ergas it 16, 1864.—Affair near Turkey Creek, Va. ’ 
atte 17, 1864.—Affairs near Ellis’ and Ely’s Fords, Va. 4 
ee te 18, 1864.—Affair at Flint Hill, Va. : 
Bac a 19-24, 1864.—Scouts from Williamsburg, Va. oe 
20-29, 1864.—Operations in the Distr ict of North Carolina. 4 


He 1864,—Affair at Ellis’ Ford, Va. . 
Skirmish at Germantown, Va. a 
23-25, 1864.—Scout from Charlestown, W. Va., to Woodstock, Va. « 


ae _ 24-25, 1864.—Expedition up the James River, Va. 
x 27, 1864.—Brig. Gen. John C. Caldwell, U. 8. Army, temporarily in com- \ 
mand of Second Army Corps. ; 
A Affair near Thoroughfare Mountain, Va. % 


ne 27-Feb. 7, 1864.—Operations in Hampshire and Hardy Counties, W. Va. 
Oe, 28, 1864,—Maj. Gen. David B. Birney, U. S. Army, temporarily in com- 
a mand of Third Army Corps. r 
ses 28-Feb. 10, 1864.—Expedition against New Berne, N, C. , 
- 29, 1864.—Affair near Gloucester Court-House, Va. 
-) 29-Feb. 1, 1864.—Expedition to Isle of Wight County, Va., skirmishes near 
Benn’s Church and at Smithfield, and destruction of the U.S. 
SF steamer Smith Briggs. 
Saree 30, 1864.—Skirmish at Windsor, N. C. 


ew Scout from Culpeper to Madison Court-House, Va. - 
—  . .. 81, 1864.—Reconnaissance to Madison Court-House and Mount Carmel 
iv) - Church, Va. 

__ Feb. 1, 1864.—Skirmish at Bristoe Station, Va. 


2, 1864.—Skirmish near Strasburg, Va. 
3, 1864, —Capture of the steamer Levi, Kanawha River, -W. Va. 
5, 1864,—Skirmish near Aldie, Va. 
of ae Affair at Winchester, Va. i 
i 6, 1864.—Maj. Gen. Gouverneur K. Warren, U. 8. Army, temporarily in — 
command of Second Army Corps. 
6- 7, 1864.—Demonstration on the Rapidan, including engagement at Mor- 
ton’s Ford and skirmishes at Barnett’s and Culpeper Fords, Va. 
: 6- 8, 1864. —Expedition from Yorktown against Richmond, Va., including — 
Ak skirmishes at Bottom’s Bridge and near Baltimore Store 
sx 7, 1864.—Affair at Waccomo Neck, N. C. 
9, 1864.—Reconnaissance toward Swansborough, N. C. 
P 11, 1864.—Gilmor’s raid on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 
14, 1864.—Affair near Brentsville, Va. , ee 
15, 1864.—Skirmish at Laurel Creek, Wayne County, W. Va.* 
16, 1864.—Affair at Fairfield, N.C. } 
17, 1864,—Maj. Gen, William H. French, U.S. Army, resumes command 
, : of Third Army Corps. 
1-18, 1864.—Scout from Warrenton, and skirmish near Piedmont, Va. : 
20, 1864.—Skirmishes at Upperville and Front Royal, Va. 
ay Affair near Hurricane Bridge, W. Va. 
21-22, 1864.—Scout from New Creek to Moorefield, W. Va. 
Skirmishes near Circleville and Dranesville, Va. 
24, 1864.—General Braxton Bragg, C. 8S. Army, charged with the conduct 
of military oper ations i in the Armies of the Confederacy. 


*See Vol. XXXII, Part I, p. 394, 
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“SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS. x 3 


"25; 1864.—Maj. Gen. John C. Breckinridge, C. 8. Army, assigned to com- 


mand of the Trans-Alleghany or Western Department of Vir- 
ginia, relieving Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones. , 
1864.—Scout in Gloucester County, Va. 


> 28-Mar. 1, 1864.—Custer’s raid into Albemarle County, Va. 
28-Mar. 4, 1864.—Kilpatrick’s expedition against Richmond, Va. 
29-Mar. 1, 1864.—Skirmishes at Ballahock, on Bear Quarter road, and at 


Deep Creek, Va. 


29-Mar. 5, 1864.—Expedition to Petersburg and destruction of saltpeter- 


Mar. 3, 
4- 5, 
5, 


6, 
9, 


9-12, 
9-22, 


works near Franklin, W. Va. 
1864.—Skirmish near Petersburg, W. Va. 
1864.—Demonstration on Portsmouth, Va. 
1864,—Maj. Gen. John C. Breckinridge, C.S. Army, assumes command _ 
of the Department of Western Virginia. 
Raid on the Eastern Shore of Virginia. 
1864.—Skirmish at Snickersville, Va. 
1864.—Skirmish near Greenwich, Va. 
Skirmish near Suffolk, Va. 
1864,—Expedition into King and Queen County, Va. 
1864.—Expedition to the Piankatank, and skirmish at Cricket Hill, Va. 


10, 1864.—Maj. Gen. Franz Sigel, U.S. Army, supersedes Brig. Gen. Ben- 


12, 


14, 


16, 


16-18, 


17-18, 
17-21, 


19, ; 
22, 1864.—Maj. Gen. Lewis Wallace, U. S. Army, supersedes Brig. Gen. 


23, 


24, 


25, 


25-26, 
26, 


jamin F. Kelley, in command of the Department of West Vir- 
ginia. ; 
Skirmishes near Charlestown and a Kabletown, W. Va. 
1864.—Lieut. Gen. Ulysses 8. Grant, U.S. Army, assigned to command 
of the Armies of the United States, and Maj. Gen. Henry Ww. 
Halleck assigned as chief of staff of these armies. 


-1864.—The Ninth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. John G. Parke, U, 8. Army, 


commanding, ordered from East Tennessee to Annapolis, Md. 
1864.—Brig. Gen. Orlando B. Willcox, U. S. Army, temporarily in 
command of the Ninth Army Corps. 
Affair near Annandale, Va. 
Skirmish at Bristoe Station, Va. 
1864.—Scout in Cabell and Wayne Counties, W. Va. 
Reconnaissance toward Snicker’s Gap, Va. 
1864.—Reconnaissance to Sperryville, Va. 
1864.—Expedition from Yorktown into Mathews and Middlesex Coun- 
ties, Va. 
1864.—Scout to Salem and Orleans, Va. 


Henry H. Lockwood in command of the Middle Department, 
Affair at Winchester, Va. c 
1864.—The First Army Corps discontinued and troops assigned to the 
Fifth Army Corps. 
Maj. Gen. Gouverneur K. Warren, U.S. Army, supersedes Maj. 
- Gen. George Sykes in command of the Fifth Army Corps. 
1864,—The Third Army Corps discontinued and troops distributed to 
the Second and Sixth Army Corps. 
Maj. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock, U..S. Army, resumes com- 
mand of Second Army Corps. 
1864.—Brig. Gen. David McM. Gregg, U. S. Army, supersedes Maj. 
Gen. Alfred Pleasonton in command of the Cavalry Corps. 
1864.—Expedition to Bogue and Bear Inlets, N. C. 
1864,—Skirmish near Black Jack Church, N.C. 
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fe ‘ \ h : 5 
ee Ane Mar. 28, 1864.—Scout in Gloucester County, Va. rin 4 
ssi aa Affair at Bloomery Gap, W. Va. ° : ' foe both P 4 
tea 28-29, 1864,—Scout to Aldie and Middleburg, Va. q 
fe 30, 1864.—Capture of Confederate outpost at Cherry Grove, pan: og 


Apr. 1, 1864.—Skirmish near Plymouth, N. C. , ‘* 
. 2, 1864.—Destruction of Cape Lookout Light, N.C. al 
Bi ret 4, 1864,—Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan, U. 8. Army, assigned to the J 
Race command of the Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac. a 
tg 5, 1864.—Affair near Blount’s Creek, N.C. 
“an 6, 1864.—The Department of the Monongahela pat a the Depart- 
Be. ment of the Susquehanna. 
Brig. Gen, James B. Ricketts, U.S. Army, temporarily command- 
ing the Sixth Army Corps. rae 
7, 1864.—Longstreet’s army corps ordered to rejoin the Army of NcEEas j 
3 } ern Virginia. 
2, (aga 8, 1864.—Skirmish at Winchester, Va. sa 
4 11, 1864.—Affair near Greenwich, Va. a 
yar ra 1864,—Expedition from Point Lookout, Ma., to Westmoreland County, 
Va. 
peer 13, 1864.—Affair near Nokesville, Va. i ; 
ied, Maj. Gen. John Sedgwick, U.S. Army, resumes command of the 
Sixth Army Corps. in 


AGRA Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. yee U.S. Army, resumes command » 
erg; of the Ninth Army Corps. 
iF 13- 15, 1864,—Reconnaissance from Portsmouth to the Blackwater, Va. a ae 
. Expedition from Norfolk to Isle of Wight County, Va., and 


fa skirmishes near Cherry Grove Landing and at Smithfield, 
Fares 15, 1864,—Affairs near Bristoe Station and Milford, Va. Ne a 
" 16, 1864.—Affair near Catlett’s Station, Va. Aerie 
eae, 17, 1864.—Skirmish at Beaver Creek, N.C. 
' Affair near Ellis’ Ford, Va. ea 
Fae, 17-20, 1864.—Capture of Plymouth, N.C. 
a 18, 1864.—General G. T. Beauregard, C.S. Army, assigned to command of 
i the Department of North Carolina and Southern Virginia. 
; 19, 1864.—Affair at Leesburg, Va. 
bs Affair at Marling’s Bottom, W. Va. 
+ 21, 1864.—Destruction of salt-works at Masonborough Inlet, N.C. 
Bd) * 23, 1864.—Affair near Hunter’s Mills, Va. Ai 
24, 1864.—Skirmish near Middletown, Va. % 
" 25, 1864.—Maj. Gen. Robert Ransom, jr.,C.S. Army, assigned to command. OG 
Ta: 5 of the Department of Richmond. uP 
26, 1864.—Affair at Winchester, Va. sist 
26-30, 1864.—Evacuation of Washington, N.C. wi 
27-29, 1864.—Expedition from Williamsburg and skirmish at Twelve-Mile 
Ordinary, Va. 
Affairs at Masonborough Inlet, N.C. + 
28, 1864.—Reconnaissance to Madison Court-House, Va. 
28-May 1, 1864.—Scout from Vienna toward Upperville, Va. 
29-30, 1864.—Expedition from Newport Barracks to Swansborough, N. C. 


* By boats from the U.S. steamer Commodore Barney. See Annual Report of 
the Secretary of the Navy, December 5, 1864. 
+ Between the U.S. steamer Ninkon: and Confederate batteries. For report of 


Actg. Vol. Lieut. Joseph B. Breck, U. 8. Navy, see Annual Report of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, December 5, 1864, aoe 
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DECEMBER 31, 1863-JANUARY 5, 1864.—Operations in Hampshire and 


Hardy Counties, W. Va. 


; RHHPORTS. . 
/ Un ey 
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley, U. S. Army, commanding Department of £, 
West Virginia. ; 
“ike 


No, 2.—Maj. Gen. Fitzhugh Lee, C. 8. Army, commanding expedition. 
. No. 1. - 


_ Reports of Brig. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley, U. S. Army, cominand: 
ing Department of West Virginia. ee 


* CUMBERLAND, Mp., January 3, 1864. 0 | 
(Received 8 a. m., 4th.) 


- Just received information that Lee’s and Rosser’s forces were be- © 
sieging Colonel Thoburn at Petersburg. Thoburn has three small 
regiments and a battery, and a good position. I have no force to ~ 
send to relieve him without exposing all my stores. Sullivan reports | 


hen 
ee 


Early as having fallen back to Middletown, anticipating an attack 


on his flank from General Meade’s army crossing at Front Royal, 
He has 5,000 men. Colonel Boyd was in Winchester to-day. Re- Oe 
ports about 700 cavalry at Kernstown. Have ordered Averell to go | 


to Winchester to-morrow with all of his available cavalry. ‘Itnow .. 


pepe that Lee has detached a large force and sent them into these 

valleys. If General Meade would send a strong cavalry force into 
the Luray Valley it would be an important movement to us. I now — 
fear it is their intention to destroy the railroad, and drive me fro ee 
New Creek and this place. hare 
: B. F. KELLEY, alee 
Brigadier-General. 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 1 
Chief of Staff. . 


CUMBERLAND, Mp.; Janwary 4, 1864—10 a. m. 
| (Received p. m.)- 7). eA 
T have nothing new from Colonel Thoburn this morning. The 
enemy captured his returning empty train yesterday, and are now’ 
between him and New Creek. I am concentrating my troops at New 
Creek as rapidly as I can form my scattered troops. I trust Thoburn 
will hold out till I can relieve him. The railroad all safe yet. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
. Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
: Chief of Staff. 


CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864—8 p. m. 
(Received 9,10 p. m.) 


The enemy drove in the cavalry pickets at New Creek this p.m, I 


- fear he will attack me here before my re-enforcementsarrive. \ I think 


mur | oF 
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 heleft a force to engage Thoburn, and pushed ona portion to attack — 


New Creek or this place. New Creek is pretty well fortified; this 


isnot. The wires, I fear, will be cut to-night. 
ae Be FF. KELEEY 94, 
ni . Brigadier-General, . 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, _ 
Chief of Staff, Washington. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., January 5, 1864—9 a. m. 
(Received 11.30 a. m.) 


: My re-enforcements have all arrived. I am now ready for Lee and 

Rosser. Thoburn is yet safe at Petersburg.* The enemy have kept 
- beyond the reach of his guns. Assoon as the men get rested we will 
relieve Thoburn. The railroad, telegraph line, and public property 


are yet all safe—9 a. m. 
| B. F. KELLEY, 
at Brigadier-General. 


- Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff. 


‘Stes ae CUMBERLAND, Mp., January 7, 1864—8 p. m. 
=) (Received 10.15 p. m.) 


Dispatch just received from Colonel Thoburn, First Virginia In- 
 fantry, commanding at Petersburg, advises me that the rebels have 
~~ fallen-back from the valley of the South Branch toward the Shenan- 
~ doah Valley, and will doubtless join Early near Strasburg or Mount 

_. Jackson. Quite a number of deserters hayecome into Thoburn’s 
camp. They report the troops in South Branch Valley to have been 
- three brigades—Lee’s, Rosser’s, and Walker’s—all under Fitzhugh 
Lee. They report their failure to take Petersburg, New Creek, and 
Cumberland to be because they could not get their artillery forward, 

~ in consequence of the roads. They had notrain; were compelled to 
subsist onthe country. They have suffered terribly. The raid thus 

far to them has been severe, while they have not been able to inflict 


any injury on us, 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Ser Brigadier-General. — 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, ae 
Chief of Staff. . 


CUMBERLAND, MD., January 8, 1864—9 p. m. 
(Received 11 p. m.) 


The following dispatch just received from Lieutenant Myers, com- 
manding scouts. The force referred to in this dispatch is the same 
that threatens New Creek. The troops that were threatening Colonel 
Thoburn at Petersburg retreated through Moorefield toward Wavr- 


i 
ar 
go 


Pe 


* eae 
aS 


> 


Pe soe! 


1: es 
hry 


oY 


ar 


Bc, 


r 
y 
x “i 
2S. 
4 
a. 
Re, 


oe 
hs : ; one 
artillery, I decided not to attack them, and moved upon their line 
of communication toward New Creek Depot. Captured a train of 
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densville, at which point, I presume, they will form a junction, then 


proceed to the valley, and reach Karly at Strasburg or Mount Jack- ° 
son : bee 
ROMNEY, W. Va., 
January 8, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY : ss 


* Arrived safely. No enemy in or about Romney since Wednesday evening. The 


_ force that left Romney Wednesday evening was commanded by Fitzhugh Lee and 

_  Rosser—1,500 cavalry ; no artillery, They had left their artillery above Moorefield. 
They went by Grassy Lick road. They had pressed some teams at Romney. The 

_ teams got back to-day to Romney. The left rear of rebel force at 12 o’clock yester- 

“day was on Wardensville and Moorefield pike. This force is said to be greatly 


demoralized. Several of their men froze to death on the road. General Fitzhugh 

Lee very badly frozen. They were much alarmed ; afraid they would be cut off by 

your forces from Martinsburg. i 
MYERS, 


Lieutenant, Commanding Scouts. 


B. F. KELLEY, 
) a Brigadier-General. 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
. Chief of Staff. 


er \ 


CUMBERLAND, January 9, 1864. 


We have been threatened for several days by a large cavalry force 
under command of General Fitzhugh Lee, but he has now retreated 
toward the Shenandoah Valley, having been foiled in all of his at- 
tempts to take any of our outposts, or to capture any public stores, 


or to inflict any damage on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. The 


raid of Major-General Early on us, in retaliation for the active 
movements of the troops in this department, has, thus far been a 


complete failure. The railroad is perfectly safe, trains making 
_ regular trips from Baltimore to Wheeling and Parkersburg. 


B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 
Major-General Brooks. . 


~ 


: 


INfo), 2: 


Report of Maj. Gen. Fitzhugh Lee, C. S. Army, commanding expe- 
dition. 
HEADQUARTERS LEE’S CAVALRY DIVISION, 
. January 11, 1864. | 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report, as subsequent to a preced- | 


ing report of my operations while under your command, that I left 
Mount Jackson upon December 31, 1863, and marched to Moorefield 


» across North Mountain on the Orkney Springs road. Found the 


mountain so steep in the ascent and descent that my artillery and a 
train of wagons from the Valley quartermaster’s department were 


‘unable to follow, and results which were expected to ensue from . 


their presence, of course, could not in their absence be realized. At 
Moorefield learned that the force of 8v0 or 900 of the enemy still 


‘remained at Petersburg. Reconnoitered and found that they were 


intrenched with abatis. The greater part of my ammunition being 
wet, owing to starting in a snow and rain storm, and having no 
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forty wagons (6 mules and horses to each wagon), loaded principally 
with artillery ammunition and hides, and 250 head of cattle, 120 
being driven out and the remainder lost in driving them at night 
over the mountains. Marched on to Burlington. Captured at that . 


place and at Williamsport and McLemar’s Church some prisoners . 
and supplies, and burnt the block-houses which the enemy abandoned | ~ 
in his flight. Although not an object of the expedition, it was de- | 


termined to cut the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad at New Creek — 
Depot; so marched to Ridgeville and encamped at that place upon 
the night of the 4th instant.. Marched at 4 o’clock hext morning in 


a hail-storm, and though a point was reached within 6 miles of the 


depot, on account of the sufferings of my men and the impassability 


of the mountain passes to my smooth-shod horses was unable to pro- 


ceed farther, so countermarched, and passing through Romney, re- 


_ turned to Harrisonburg via Brock’s Gap, it being the only practicable ‘ 
route back to the valley. 


Major Gilmor, who had been left with his own command and that 
of Captain McNeill to hold the gap on the Moorefield and Peters- 
burg road, and to protect. my flank and rear, in the mean time moved 
to Romney, and from thence to Springfield. The enemy, reported 
at 800 strong, with some artillery, abandoning the latter place in the 


night, Major Gilmor brought off about 3,000 pounds of bacon and 
some hard bread, horseshoes, nails, &c., and burnt the forage and — 
other stores there and the winter quarters of the troops. 


I secured on the expedition 27 wagons (8 of the original 40 being 
smashed up and burnt at the place of attack, and 5 overturned and 
abandoned in the mountains on the route back), 110 prisoners with 
their arms, &c., 460 head of cattle (lost between 100 and 200 travel- 


ing in the mountains at night, and which have since been sent back 
for, and if obtained will add up the number of head to over 600), . | 


and over 300 horses and mules. 
Lost 2men killed and 2 wounded in the attack on the train, and 1 


left at Moorefield with feet frozen to such an extent that the surgeon - 


thinks they will have to be amputated. . My whole command were 
more or less frost-bitten, and suffered a great deal, the weather being 
excessively cold during the whole trip ; the ground was covered with 
snow and ice in going up and down the various mountains. 

From my own observation and knowledge gained from my inter- 
course with the citizens of Hampshire and Hardy Counties, I have 
ascertained there are very little supplies to be obtained in these 
counties. Several hundred head of cattle and some sheep on. Patter- 
son’s Creek and the South Branch of Potomac would perhaps include 


everything, and the reason is apparent from the fact of the occupa-— 


tion of the country by the enemy from the commencement of the 
war. Averell was reported to have reached Grafton and to have 
been sent with his command on the cars to Martinsburg, the enemy 
judging that place would be the point of attack. My command has 
marched since the 11th of last month 555 miles in weather of uncom- 
mon severity, and deserves praise for the endurance displayed and 
hardships undergone. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FITZ. LEE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. J. A. EARLY, 
Commanding. 
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,~———s SANUARY 1, 1864,—Affair at Bunker Hill, W.Va. 


— _ January 1,—A rebel division under General Karly advanced as far 
down the valley as Winchester. Our pickets at Bunker Hill, 12 | 
~ miles from Martinsburg, were driven in after a skirmish.* Owing — | 
to the excessive ccld weather, no further demonstrations were made i: 
against the enemy. Scouting parties have been constantly kept out 
_and all the neighboring country thoroughly scoured, resulting inthe 
capture of a large number of prisoners and obtaining much valuable 
information. + 


P} 


‘g JANUARY 1, 1864,Skirmish at Rectortown, Va, _ owe 


Report of Maj. John 8. Mosby, Forty-third Virginia Cavalry Bate 
ahs We talion. Fae * 
ye JANUARY 4, 1864. bse 


Magsor: I have the honor to report that during the month of 
December there were captured by this command over 100 horses and ; 
mules and about 100 prisoners. A considerable number of theenemy |; 
have also been killed and wounded. It would be too tediousto men- » 
tion the various occasions on whichwe have met the enemy, but. __ 
there is one which justice to a brave officer demands to be noticed. 
On the morning of January 1, I received information that a body of | 
_ the enemy’s cavalry were in Upperville. It being the day on which 
my command was to assemble, I directed Capt. William R. Smith 
_ to take command of the men while I went toward Upperville to | _ 
ascertain the movements of theenemy. Inthemeantimetheenemy =~ 
had gone on toward Rectortown, and I pursued, but comeup just as 
~ Captain Smith with about 35 men had attacked and routed them (78 

strong), killing, wounding, and capturing 57. yi 

. Respectfully, your obedient servant, . eg 
JNO. 8S. MOSBY, . 

Major, Commanding. Wty 


» Maj.’H. B. McCLELLAN, . Z 
bis Assistant Adjutant-General. . ie eae 
oy [First indorsement. | 3 Re pl 5 
Hpqgrs. CAVALRY Corps, Mebruary 13, 1864...) | 
Respectfully forwarded. : Fae 
A subsequent report of subsequent operations has been already 
~ sentin, this having been mislaid. ajor Mosby continues his dis- pos 
| tinguished services in the enemy’s rear, relieving our people of the 
-depredations of the enemy in a great measure. 
J. EK. B.. STUART, 
Major-General. 


[Second indorsement. ] 

i FEBRUARY 15, 1864. 
 ADJUTANT-GENERAL : : 

A characteristic report from Colonel Mosby, who has become so 
familiar with brave deeds as to consider them too tedious to treat 
unless when necessary to reflect glory on his gallant comrades. Cap- 
tain Smith’s was a brilliant and most successful affair. yicahe 


* See Averell to Kelley, January 1, in Correspondence, &e., p. B21, 
+From monthly return of First Division, Department of West Virginia, 
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JANUARY 1-4, 1864,—Expedition from Bealeton to Front Royal, Va. : 


Report of Col. John P. Taylor, First Pennsylvania Cavalry, com- 
manding expedition. . 


Hpgrs. DETACHMENT SECOND Div., Cav. CoRPs, 
January 4, 1864. — 


CapTain : In pursuance to instructions from the major-general 


_ commanding, dated 6.30 p. m., December 31, 1863, received by me 


12.05 a. m., January 1, 1864, I have the honor to report that I left 
my camp with part of the Second Brigade at 7a. m., January 1, 
1864, and arrived at Warrenton at 1 p. m., where I found Lieutenant- 
Colonel Kester, commanding First Brigade, Second Division, in 
readiness, save the two regiments on picket, and not deeming it proper 
to wait longer for the First Brigade, First Division, which was to 


_ relieve my pickets and take position at this point, I at once deter-_ 
~ mined to proceed with the force I had, save Captain Randol’s battery, 


which on account of the badness of the roads I deemed prudent to 
send back to camp at Bealeton and take Lieutenant Kgan’s battery 
_ of rifled guns. 


a ae 
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I left Warrenton at 2.30 p. m., taking the Waterloo pike as faras 


th Hedgenian River; thence taking road to Orleans, making a cold and 


weary march, at which place I arrived after dark and went into’ 


camp. At daylight on the morning of the 2d January I took up 


line of march for Chester Gap, 19 miles distant, over an almost im- 
practicable road, as far as what is called Chester Gap grade, and at 
that point to gain the grade my artillery was obliged to double their 


trains. 


_ From this point I found the road in good condition, save but one 

exception of 300 yards, which was very bad. Ireached Front Royal 
about dark. Sending Lieutenant-Colonel Kester with 500 cavalry to 
examine the fords of the Shenandoah, and to ascertain if a commu- 
nication could be established with Winchester, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Kester reported it utterly impracticable. I then went into camp. 
Karly on the morning of the 3d January I went to the ford myself 
to examine and try it, and found it, as it had been reported to me 


the night previous, utterly impracticable, even for cavalry, andfrom - 


the signs of the weather at this point it was evident that it could 
not be crossed at any point; even at Luray, 25 miles distant, it was 
reported unfordable. All the information gained from different 


sources corroborated the report that Rosser and Imboden, with about | i 


2,800 cavalry, and General Early, with a considerable infantry 
force, were between Strasburg and New Market, and that the river 
_ between them and Winchester was also unfordable. No pickets of 
the enemy were to be seen on the opposite side of theriver. Citizens 
said it was impossible for horsemen to cross even at Strasburg to- 
ward Front Royal. 

My command being out of forage, and having but one day’srations 
I determined, having fulfilled my mission, to return. I at once dis- 
patched a staff officer with an escort of 100 men to report, and at 12 


o’clock started on my return, by way of Manassas Gap and Salem, ~ 


the road between these points being almost impassable from the 
severity of the weather, the mountain streams overflowine the 
roads from the recent rainsand frozen for hundreds of yards through 
which I was obliged to cut away the ice to enable my artillery to 
pass over. The weather wasintensely cold, and I cannot but express 
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my admiration for the good conduct of my whole command, from 
the manner in which they withstood the hardships of this expedition 


of nearly 100 miles. 


whe 


% I arrived at Warrenton at 2.30 p. m., January 4, bringing with 
me 17 prisoners, 1 of whom was a commissioned officer; also one ré- 


captured Government wagon and team, together with a number 
of horses. We destroyed one tannery and one distillery. 
The First Brigade, First Division, did not arrive here until thirty- 


a five hours after we had left. 


Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JP. ATAY LOR: 
; Colonel, Commanding Second Division Cavalry. 
Capt. C. C. Suypam, ; 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps. 


JANUARY 3, 1864.—Reconnaissance from Charlestown, W. Va., to Win- 


chester, Va., and skirmish, 


o Report of Col. Wiliam H. Boyd, Twenty-first Pennsylvania Cavalry, 


HEADQUARTERS U. 8S. Forczs, 
Charlestown, Va., January 4, 1864. 


_ Captain: I have the honor to report, in obedience to orders from 
division headquarters of 3d January, 1864, to proceed to Winchester 


_ to develop the force of the enemy, that I left Charlestown and went 
_to Winchester, by way of Berryville. All the way going there we 


were told a large’ force were in Winchester. Upon nearing the town 


- I divided my force, about 300 men, so as to cover all approaches or 


- exits, except on the west side, and then dashed in simultaneously. 
_ A perfect skedaddle took place ; a great many rebels took to the houses 
and were lost. We captured 6 and killed 1, and mortally wounded 


a Captain Armstrong. From citizens and prisoners I learned that — 


Imboden’s camp had been on the outskirts of the town, on Cedar Creek 


— road, and had about 800 men, but a telegram was received about 11 


a. m. ordering him to fall back, as Meade’s force was supposed to be 


crossing near Front Royal. Imboden began falling back between 


1 and 2 p. m., and was in Newtown at 6 p. m., to which place I drove 


his pickets and finally his rear guard. It growing dark, I prudently 


retired to Charlestown, arriving in camp at 3 a. m., having traveled 
over 60 miles in seventeen hours. 
The following items of information were gleaned, viz: That Fitz- 


_-hugh Lee’s and Rosser’s cavalry had avoided Winchester and gone 


_ toward Moorefield, W: Va., and to Paw Paw tunnel, for the purpose 


of destroying it. Lee’had Walker’s (old Stonewall) brigade of in- 


_fantry with him, in all about 3,000, two or three pieces of artillery, and 


some wagons. Harly’s division never came any lower down the val- 
ley than Middletown, and were there last night when I left Newtown. 
He has a large wagon train, artillery, and about 5,000 infantry. A 


report was prevalent and seemed to be well-founded that Fitzhugh 


Lee’s forces’ were expected in Winchester at any moment, and this 


gained some credit with me, from the fact that numerous signals were 


exhibited—rockets and firing of guns (small). This impressed upon 


- me the importance of retiring to a place of safety ; hence my retreat, 
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attack this morning ; besides, I had no forage with me for so long a 


stay. The enemy foraged very close, ae off everything in the 
way of forage. After I had been in Wine 
had started about 2 miles toward Newtown, Captain Johnson, of the 
Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry, from Martinsburg, reported to me 
with about 100 men. I sent them back to Bunker Hillonmyreturn — 
to Winchester. I am led to believe that there has never been a larger — 


ester about an hour, and 


force than about 800 in or about Winchester within the last week. | 


Col. George Imboden was with these forces, not General Imboden. 
Believing that the object of the reconnaissance was fully accom- _ 


plished, I respectfully submit this report. 
Tam, captain, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. BOYD, 
Colonel Twenty-first Pennsylvama Cavalry, Commanding. 


Capt. Wini1AM M. Boone, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


| 


JANUARY 6, 1864.—Affair at Flint Hill, Va. 


Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS DIVISION, 
January 7%, 1864. 


pve The cavalry pickets at Flint Hill were attacked last night by a 


dismounted party of 15 men, who fired about 30 shots, without doing 
any damage. The pickets fell back and the attacking party retreated. 


; C. M. ALEXANDER, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 
/* Lieut. Col. J: H. Tayior, eer ile 2 


Asst, Adjt. Gen., Department of Washington. 


JANUARY 7, 1864,—Skirmish at Warrenton, Va. 


RHPORTS. 


‘No. 1.—Brig. Gen. David McM. Gregg, U. 8. Army. 


No. 2.—Maj. James W. Walsh, Third Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


No. 3,—Lieut. G. 8. Luttrell Ward, Third Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


No. 4,.—Maj. John S. Mosby, Forty-third Virginia Cavalry Battalion, including 
skirmish, January 10, at Loudoun Heights. 


Now an 
Reports of Brig. Gen. David McM. Gregg, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CoRPs, 
: Warrenton, January 7, 1864. 
A party of Mosby’s men made an attack this morning on the pick- 


ets of the First Brigade, resulting in the wounding of 1 officer and 7 


AD _ OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA, W. VA, MD, AND PA. [Cxap. XLV. 


-~ or I would have camped for the night somewhere and renewed the — 


_A company of cavalry was sent out, but failed to intercept them. 
All quiet to-night. : 
\ } 
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Report of Col. Charles M. Alexander, Second District of Columbia “9 
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. a men, and the capture of 30 men and 40 horses. A force of 100 men 


Sent in pursuit returned this evening. The pursuit was kept up as 


_ long as there was any hope of overtaking the party, and until the » 


horses were broken down. Three prisoners captured from Mosby. 

rie | fieiy' ' D. MoM. GREGG, | 
ae ; Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 
Captain Parsons, : 
oar, Acting Assisiant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps. 


4 


{Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 8, 1864. 


Corps. 


' the circumstances last evening. A thorough investigation will at 
- once be made into the affair, and report sent to these headquarters. 
_ It would seem that some one has been grossly derelict in duty. | 
Pe ' By command of Major-General Meade: 

fos i Ted S. WILLIAMS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. — 


he 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, ~ 
pte January 9, 1864. 

“5 Caprain : I have the honor to report that a full investigation has 
- been had of the circumstances of the attack upon and capture of the 
picket reserve of the Third Pennsylvania Cavalry on the morning 
+. of the 7th. . 
- The attack was made about 4.30, and by a force of the enemy es-: 
- timated at about 50. At the hour it was very dark, and the wind 
was blowing violently. Theattack upon the reserve was made from 
_ the rear, the enemy having gained the rear by passing through the 
_ picket-line (very probably in very small detachments), at a gap which 
_ should not have existed, and which was occasioned by the removal of 
» avedette froma point previously occupied. The responsibility of the 
removal of this vedette rests upon Lieutenant Warren, Third Penn- 

- sylvania Cavalry. This officer asserts that he acted by order of the 
brigade officer of the day. The brigade officer of the day denies 
haying. given the order for the removal of the vedette. The attack 
from the rear was unexpected and so sudden that the resistance 
_ offered was confused and ineffective. The officer in command was 
~. severely wounded, as were also 6 of his men. The entire loss on the 
occasion was 18 enlisted men captured, and 43 horses with equip- 

ments. 

_ The reports furnished and examinations made convince me that 
_ the officer in command of the reserve is responsible for the-disaster, 
~ which resulted from inattention and gross neglect of duty. The 
officers and enlisted men responsible will be brought to trial. 

The intelligence of the affair was not at once communicated be- 

_ cause of a force of 100 men having been sent in pursuit, which was 
- confidently expected to overtake the enemy a short distance from 
Warrenton. It was desired to send with the report of a disgraceful 


| SKIRMISH AT WARRENTON, VA. aloe 


ts The commanding general desires an explanation of the delay in 
_ forwarding this intelligence, he having been unofficially advised of — ‘ 


ee 


f Respectfully returned to the commanding officer of the Cavalry an 
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capture the more pleasant report of the capture of the enemy. The 
party continued the pursuit without success, and did not return to 
Warrenton until the middle of the afternoon. ‘ 

BS o's Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


D. McM. GREGG, - 
_ Brig. Gen. of Vols., Comdg. Second Cavalry Division. 


Capt. E. B. PARSONS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps. 
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No. 2. 


sit i a hain 


Report of Maj. James W. Walsh, Third Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY, 
January 7, 1864. 
Captain: I have just received a report from Captain Gillmore, 
who is picketing in my front, that the rebels charged on his reserve, 
coming from the Warrenton side, capturing all his horses, the 
greater portion of his men, and wounding a great many. ‘The cap- 
tain reports himself wounded. He wishes two ambulances to be 
~ sent out to bring in the wounded. I will have the picket-lines es-_ 
‘tablished in as quick time as possible. He reports the rebels having 
left in quick meter after collecting up the horses and men. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
J. W. WALSH, 
| Major, Commanding Third Pennsylvania Cavalry. 
Captain WRIGHT, 
er: Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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No. 3. 
| Report of Lieut. G. S. Luttrell Ward, Third Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


Camp oF THIRD PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY, 
January 8, 1864, — 
Sir: T have the honor to report that on the 5th day of January, 
1864, Captain Gillmore relieved a detachment of the First Brigade, 
First’ Division, Cavalry Corps, on the Sulphur Springs road, taking 
up the line as established svler the supervision of the brigade officer ~ . 
e 
; 


2 


a 


of the day. a, Th | 
Everything rema-vil Wa ciet on the line until the morning of the ~ 

7th, when the e~ Mos! of the fifth relief started from camp to re- 
heve the pick Janv n reaching No. 3 post he discovered 10 or 12 
men drawn ujf . sine at the post. He immediately reported the ~ 

fact to Captaiy illmore, who sent me with 10 men to his support. - 
In the mean “, ..they had made good their retreat without firinga 
shot. I scoute.“@round the whole line, finding No. 3 post vacant, 
but no other indications of the presence of an enemy. The pickets q 

received additional instructions as to vigilance, and nothing further 

occurred until between the hours of 4 and 5, when the second relief 
started from camp. They had been gone but ashort time whena 
pen ti ae Vie aia ay ¢ 
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party of 35 or 40 men charged upon the camp from our rear, taking 
_ us totally by surprise. Their movements were hidden by a ridge, 
» and the darkness and high wind which prevailed aided their attack. 


Captain Gillmore sprang to his feet, and in attempting to rally his 
men, many of whom were asleep, was shot down and surrounded by 
adozen mounted men. Atthesame time 6 men were wounded and 18 


captured. As we were weakened by the absence of two reliefs the 


command was totally overpowered and at the mercy of the enemy. 


_ It is my opinion that they entered the line between Captain Gill- 
- more’s extreme left post and the right of the First Pennsylvania: 


pickets, considerable distance intervening. This opinion isstrength- 
ened from the fact that there was not a shot fired on the line, and in 
the morning I examined the ground, finding a trail through the snow | 
at the point designated. 

. They retreated out the Sulphur Springs road, carrying with them 
18 prisoners and 43 horses with their equipments, leaving 8 wounded, © 


including Captain Gillmore, which comprised the whole command 


-_-with the exception of 3 or 4 who escaped. 


Tam, sir, very respectfully, your abedient servant, a 
a Ye G. 8. LUTTRELL WARD, 
Second LIneutenant, Third Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


Maj. J. W. WALSH. 


No. 4. 


i _ Report of Maj. John S. Mosby, Forty-third Virginia Cavalry Bat- 


talion, including skirmish, January 10, at Loudoun Heights. 
' : : 


FEBRUARY 1, 1864. 


Magsor: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations of this command since rendering my report of January 4: 
On Wednesday, January 6, having previously reconnoitered in 
person the position of the enemy, I directed Lieutenant Turner, with 
a detachment of about 30 men, to attack an outpost of the enemy in 
the vicinity of Warrenton, which he did successfully, routing a 
superior force of the enemy, killing and wounding several, and capt- | 
uring 18 prisoners and 45 horses, with arms, equipments, &c. 
On Saturday, January 9, having learned through Frank String- 
fellow (a scout of General Stuart) that Cole’s (Maryland) cavalry 
was encamped on Loudoun Heights with no support but infantry, 


5 _ which was about one-half mile off, I left’ Upperville with about 100 


men in hopes of being able to completely surprise his camp by a night 


_--attack. By marching my command by file along a narrow path I suc- 


+, ceeded in gaining a position in rear of the enemy between their camp 
~ andthe ferry. On reaching this point without creating any alarm > 


|, I deemed that the crisis had passed and the capture of the camp of 


4 the enemy a certainty. I had exact information up to dark of that 
» evening of the number of the enemy (which was between 175 and 


200), the position of their headquarters, &. Whenw hin 200 yards 


4 ‘of the camp I sent Stringfellow on. ahead with ‘about 10 men to 
%, capture Major Cole and staff, whose headquarters were in a house 
‘about 100 yards from their camp, while I halted to close up my com- 


mand. The camp was buried in profound sleep; there was not a 


~~ sentinel awake. All my plans were on the eve of consummation 


when suddenly the party sent with Stringfellow came dashing over 
the hill toward the camp yelling and shooting. They had made no 


attempt to secure Cole. Mistaking them for the enemy, I ordered my — 


men to charge. 


 \- ing houses kept up a desultory firing. Confusion and delay having 
~ ensued from the derangement of my plans, consequent on the alarm 
_ given to the enemy, rendered it hazardous to continue in my posi- 
tion, as re-enforcements were nearthe enemy. Accordingly I ordered 


the men to retire, which was done in good order, bringing off 6 pris- — 


- -oners and between 50 and 60 horses. 

-_. My loss was severe; more so in the worth than the number of the 
slain. It was 4 killed, 7 wounded (of whom 4 have since died), and 
- leaptured. <A published list of the enemy’s loss gives it at 5 killed 
e) and 13 wounded. Among those who fell on this occasion were Capt. 


bravest officers of this army, who thus sealed a life of devotion and 
_ of sacrifice to the cause that they loved. 


' horses and mules have been captured, about 40 men killed, wounded, 
- and captured.’ A party of this command also threw one of the en- 
emy’s trains off the track, causing a great smash-up. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Piers > JNO. 8. MOSBY; 
ee Major, Commanding. 


(Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Otis February 9, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded. 


activity have done the enemy great damage. He keeps a large force 
of the enemy’s cavalry continually employed in Fairfax in the vain. 
_ effort to suppress his inroads. His exploits are not surpassed in 
daring and enterprise by those of petite guerre in any age. Unswerv- 


ing devotion to daty, self-abnegation, and unflinching courage, with — 


a quick perception and appreciation of the opportunity, are the char- 


acteristics of this officer. Since I first knew him in 1861 he has never — 


once alluded to his own rank or promotion; thus far it has come by 
theforce of hisown merit. While self-consciousness of having done 


the appreciation of his country is a powerful incentive to renewed 
effort, which should not be undervalued by those who have risen to 
the highest point of military and civic eminence. That evidence is 
promotion. If Major Mosby has not won it, no more can daring 
deeds essay to do it. Capt. W.R. Smith, late lieutenant of Black 
Horse, has been long distinguished as one of the best cavalry leaders 
_  wehave. Lieutenant Turner has won an enviable name. Both’ had 
» inscribed their fame in old Fauquier imperishably in the blood of 
her enemies. All honor to the glorious dead. 
iid.) BB. STUARTS 
Major-General. 


eel In the mean time the enemy had taken the alarm and received us i: 
_. with a volley from their carbines. A severe fight ensued, in which — 
_ they were driven from their camp, but taking refuge in the surround- _ 


William R. Smith and Lieutenant Turner, two of the noblest and 


In numerous other affairs with the enemy between %5 and 100 


_ The conduct of Major Mosby is warmly commended to the notice. 
of the commanding general. His sleepless vigilance and unceasing 
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his duty well is the patriot soldier’s best reward, yet the evidence of 
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SKIRMISH AT LOWDOUN HEIGHTS, VA. Lis 
_ JANUARY 10, 1864.— Skirmish at Loudoun Heights, Va. 


RHPORTS.* 


- No. 1.—Brig.Gen. Jeremiah C. Sullivan, U. 8S. Army. 


No. 2.—Maj. Henry A. Cole, Battalion Maryland Cavalry, Potomac Home Brigade. 
No. 1. 
Report of Brig. Gen, Jerenuah C. Sullivan, U. S. Army. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., January 10, 1864—2 p m. 
. . (Received 3 p. m.) 
The following dispatch just received. I cheerfully comply with 


_ the request of General Sullivan in calling the attention of the Gen-_ 


fi 


ete) 
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BP 


eral-in-Chief to the gallant conduct of Major Cole and his brave 
command. This repulse of a murderous attack, made by an over- 
whelming force at 4 o’clock on a dark, cold morning, evinces a dis- 
cipline, a watchfulness, and a bravery most commendable : 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., 
f ; January 10, 1864. 
General KELLEY, 
Cumberland, Md.: 
T have just returned from Major Cole’s camp, and report the conduct of his men 
and officers as worthy of the highest praise. He was attacked about 4 o’clock from 
three sides of his camp bya force under Mosby of nearly 400 men. After severe 


fighting Mosby retreated, leaving his killed and wounded in our hands. Among 
_ the dead are 4 officers. Our loss is reported 2 killed and 11 wounded. Captain 


Vernon was seriously wounded in the left eye. Iam pursuing the enemy, but with 
no hope of overtaking them. I request that the conduct of Major Cole, his officers, 
and men may be reported to the War Department. 
J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General. 


B. F. KELLEY, 
UN Brigadier-General. 
_ Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff. 


No. 2. 


Report of Maj. Henry A. Cole, Battalion Maryland Cavalry, Potomac 3 
; ye Home Brigade. 


“Hpors. Batt. P. H. B. CAVALRY, MARYLAND VOLS., 
Loudoun Heights, Va., Janwary 10, 1864. 


~ §1r: Ihave the honor of addressing you for the purpose of re- 


porting the facts of an attempt by Major Mosby’s battalion of guer- 


-rilla cavalry to surprise and capture my camp, between the hours of 
_8and4a.m. of this day. 


They studiously avoided my pickets; divided themselves into 
small bodies, which were speedily consolidated in sight of my camp. 
They then made an impetuous charge with a yell on the right of the 


‘same. In consequence of the suddenness of the same this company 


could offer but a feeble resistance. In the mean time Company A, 


* See also Mosby’s report, p. 15. 
2 R R—VOL XXXII» 
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‘danger that threatened them, and one and all, from the officer to the 


‘killed and 16 wounded. Captain Vernon experienced a serious: 


for his favorable consideration. pais 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient sery- | 
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the second in the line, was speedily rallied by its commanding officer, - 
- Captain Vernon, who contested their farther advance in such a 


sanguinary manner that [they] formed a rallying point for the bal- 
ance of the command, who were now thoroughly aroused of the 


private, entered into the contest with such a determined zest as led 


to the utter rout and discomfiture of the enemy, and the signal — 


failure of their base attempt. , 

They experienced a loss of 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, and 2 privates 
killed, and 2 privates mortally wounded, and’ 1 prisoner. It was 
also very evident that they removed a large portion of their wounded 


“with them in their precipitate flight, as a detachment of the com-_ 
mand, subsequently sent in pursuit, found evidence of blood all 


along their line of retreat. I experienced a loss of 4 enlisted men 


wound in the head, but it is the opinion of Batt. Surg. W. R. Way 
that it will not prove fatal. I am deeply indebted to the officers 
and men of my command for the daring displayed by them on this 
occasion, and earnestly commend them to the division commander 


ant, é 

HENRY A. COLH, 
Major, Commanding. 

Capt. WinLIAM M. Boons, 

ree Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ADDENDA. 


Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY, 


Cumberland, Md. : ee ae 
GENERAL: I have just received from your headquarters Maj. 
Henry A. Cole’s report of the repulse of Mosby’s attack upon his — 
camp at Loudoun Heights on the 10th instant. Major Cole and his | 


command, the battalion of Potomac Home Brigade Cavalry, Mary- 


land Volunteers, deserve high praise for their gallantry in repelling 


this rebel assault. ; 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 


General-in-Chief. 


JANUARY 10, 1864,—Scout to Sperryville, Va. 


ing Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
January 11, 1864. 
Brigadier-General Merritt reports a force out after guerrillas last 
night, and succeeded in capturing 6, including 1 lieutenant. They 
will be forwarded to your headquarters as soon as they arrive at. 


these headquarters. The force went out as far as Sperryville and : 


met with no loss. 
A. PLEASONTON, 


; Major-General. 
Major-General SEDGWICK. 4 is 


LB ‘OPERATIONS IN N. @., VA. W. VA., MD., AND PA, [Cxar, XLV. | 


Wasuineton,,D, C., January 20, 1864, 


ef Report of Maj. Gen. Alfred Pleasonton, U. S. Army, command- — 
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Report of Lieut. Col. Henry H. Wells, Provost-Marshal-General, 
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JANUARY 12, 1864.—Affair near Accotink, Va. 


Defenses South of the Potomac. 


ALEXANDRIA, VA., January 12, 1864. 

CoLoNEL: My men have scouted as usual this morning. Near 
sunrise a squad of 6 rebel cavalry came near Accotink and captured 
2 citizens and a number of horses. My men, 4in number, with some 


of the Accotink Home Guard, pursued them and retook the pris- 


oners and horses; also took 2 rebels prisoners and the horses and 
equipments of the whole party. The prisoners state that they be- 
long to Hampton’s division, and that Hampton has some 4,000 cav- 


_alry near Fredericksburg. These men belong to Gordon’s brigade | 


-of Hampton’s division. They were out gathering information as to 


_ the forces, &c., and they intended to make a raid on the railroad. 


H. H. WELLS, 
Provost-Marshal-General. 


’. Lieut. Col. J. H. Tayzior, 


Chief of Staff. 


JANUARY 12-14, 1864.—-Raid on the Northern Neck, Va. 
Report of Capt. John S. Braxton. 


CENTRE Cross, January 18, 1864. 


Sir: The enemy made a raid through the Northern Neck, landing 
at Kinsale, Westmoreland County, on the Potomac, on last Tuesday 
at4p.m. The force consisted of about 100 cavalry and the same of 


/ 


Lancaster and Northumberland, doing but very little damage other | 


than taking a few negroes and horses, and embarked again on Thurs- 
- day from a wharf on the Great Wicomico River, Northumberland ° | 


County. The force came to Point Lookout from Norfolk a few days 


_ previous. They are increasing their force there (Point Lookout), I 


- think, with a view to guard our prisoners, which have greatly in- 


ee ee ee 
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creased at that point. The enemy returned again on Saturday, and 
commenced building a wharf on the Wicomico River, Northumber- 
land County, but left again at night. The raid was a very small one, 
and I think indicates nothing of importance. No other movement 
on the Potomac. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8. BRAXTON, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Major-General Euzry. 


JANUARY 13, 1864.—Affair near Ely’s Ford, Va. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Judson Kilpatrick, U. S. Army. 


Hpers. THIRD DIvIsIon, CAVALRY CORPS, 
January 14—8.30 a. m. 


I regret to report that a non-commissioned officer and 6 men of the | 


: Eighteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry were captured last evening while 


Ke 


f ‘ ; 


> ay 


- infantry, and passed directly through the county of Richmond into. —_, 


ees 
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i patrolling to Ely’s Ford, by a party of dismounted rebels, who crossed . 
upon the ice and secreted themselves for that purpose. All quiet 


ng my line at this hour. Te 
ayaa _ J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General. 
Lieut. Col. C. Ross Smits, 
Chief of Staff. 


\ 


JANUARY 17, 1864.— Affairs near Ellis’ and Ely’s Fords, Va. 


January 17.—The patrol of 1 sergeant and 7 men returning from 
- Ellis’ Ford were surrounded by the enemy in ambuscade and 7 men 
captured. At the same time the patrol of 1 sergeant and 8 men re- 
turning from Ely’s Ford were fired upon from both sides of the road 
and rear by concealed dismounted men in dense pine woods; 1 man 
killed, 2 wounded, and 2 captured. 

January 22.—The patrol of 1 commissioned officer and 30 men were 
attacked going to Ellis’ Ford by a party of dismounted men in am- | 
bush. Loss, 1 man killed, 6 wounded, and 4 captured.* 


- 


¥ 


JANUARY 18, 1864.—Affair at Flint Hill, Va. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Robert O. Tyler, U. S. Army, commanding 
) division. : 


. ~~ : i 
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HEADQUARTERS DIVISION, January 18, 1864. 

Fifteen or 20 rebels attacked the picket at Flint Hill at about 2 | 

o’clock this a. m., but were driven off by a volley. <A few guerrillas. 

have appeared, both last night and to-night, in the vicinity of our — 

lines. Parties have been sent out to try and pick them up. . 
R,> QO. oT YLER; 

Brigadver- General. 


Ree 
ie a a" xs . — 


Lieut. Col. J. H. Tayuor, 
Chief of Staff, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


JANUARY 19-24, 1864.—Scouts from Williamsburg, Va. 


Reports of Ma. Edgar A. Hamilton, First New York Mounted ~ 
Rifles. 4 


Camp Mountep RIFLEs, 4 

Near Williamsburg, Va., January 20, 1864. — 

CoLONEL: I report that agreeably to special orders from head-  — 
quarters U.S. Forces at Williamsburg, Va., of January 19, trans- 
mitted to me for action, that I started from camp at 9 o’clock in the 
evening with a command of 140 men, moving cautiously forward on 
the Richmond turnpike road until we arrived nearly to the Twelve- 


*From monthly return of First Brigade, Third Division, Cavalry Corps, 


‘alarm from the woods. Captain Hil 
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_ Mile Ordinary, where a dismounted party was sent forward to capt- 


ure the enemy’s scout, secreted in the woods, a trust of unusual 
delicacy, as their known watchfulness and dexterity had eluded all 
former attempts at capture. However, succeeding in this, we alarmed 
the surrounding couriers and scouts. Moving quickly forward we 
discovered that the couriers had been previously notified, and it was 
impossible to get near them. Upon our arrival at New Kent Court- 
House, and while forming the Wate tee the enemy’s picket fired an 
with his troops moved forward, 
followed the picket in the direction of Bottom’s Bridge for nearly a 


' mmile, charging upon the picket station of a lieutenant and 8 men, 


who, however, had time to mount and run or take to the swamps. 
He was here met by a severe fire from the woods, and soon discov- 
ered a small bivouac with five wagons full of meats, fish, and vege- 
tables. Being unable to transport it back, I ordered it burned with 
‘the wagons. 
Owing to the small number of my command, the foreknowledge 
of our approach by the enemy, the liability of being cut off, I deemed’ 
it imprudent to go tc the White House, having secured from an old 
gentleman who had just left Richmond what I considered reliable 
news, namely, that there is no movement of public effects, no evac- 
uation or unusual change in the military of the city; that the num- 


ber of troops was limited. This information was confirmed as far as 


possible by repeated and indirect inquiries to other citizens. 
Upon my return I captured 2 privates of the First Virginia Bat- 


: tery and also a surgeon of the Fifteenth Virginia Cavalry, together 


with 4 horses andamule. The enemy’s scouts on my return were 
scattered for a distance of 15 miles upon our flanks in coverts and 

- swamps,’ and kept up a continual fire. Dismounted skirmishers 
_ kept them at a distance from the flanks, and with the exception of 1 


or WET myo. 
ore sie 


horse wounded there were no casualties. 

From intelligence gleaned from the prisoners I discovered that 
our approach had been known in Richmond and to the enemy at 
least thirty-six hours previous. They had lain in ambush waiting 


our approach for nearly thirty hours previous. Lieutenant Hume, 
the commander of the scouts, had received his information in letter 


direct from Williamsburg, and as a general thing they gained intel- 
ligence of an expected scout previously. A great deal is due Captain 
Hill for his prompt and efficient aid, and also to the troops for the 
zeal shown ina very fatiguing and cold march of 65 miles, which 

they performed in nineteen hours. ae 


- T have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient serv- 


ant, 
EDGAR A. HAMILTON, 


Major Mounted Rifles. 


Col. B. F. ONDERDONK, 
. Commanding U. S. Forces. 


Camp MOUNTED RIFLEs, 
Williamsburg, Va., January 24, 1864. 
CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with your 


instructions received on the evening of the 22d instant, I left camp 
~ with 50 mounted men under command of Captain Hill, 40 dismounted 
~ men with Captain Harmon, and Captain Barnard’s company of 38 


men joined me at the camp. of the One hundred and thirty-ninth 
New York Infantry. We moved in direction of Twelve-Mile Or- 


dinary, dismounted men taking the advance, marching through the 


fields, preventing any knowledge of a dismounted party being out-_ 
side. The cavalry took the advance beyond Six-Mile Ordinary. 


The infantry was secreted in the woods this side the Twelve-Mile Or- 
dinary, with instructions to remain until the ensuing evening, guard- 
ing the rear, York River, and Diascond roads, and to capture all 


scouts and parties coming through, and reporting to me the next | 
night at Hickory Neck Church. I made a detour tothe left around 
- the Burnt Ordinary, coming in the woods beyond in the rear, and — 


secreting the dismounted men near the church. 


Captain Hill advanced directly to Barhamsville, there parted with | 


the 2 men he escorted out ; thence scouting in direction of York River, 


- took 2 prisoners with 2 horses, 2 mules, and 1 rifle. On his return 


_he was fired into by an ambuscaded party. He returned the fire, but 


the woods and night prevented him from distinguishing their where- 


abouts. Sergeant Eddy was mortally wounded (since dead), Cor- 


poral Newby slightly wounded (both of the battery detail), A second — 


volley was poured into him, when near the Twelve-Mile Ordinary ; 


however, without any damage, The cavalry then returned to camp. _ 
On hearing the first firing the detachment of dismounted men were | 
placed in position to receive the enemy as they approached the road 


through the woods, but instead the enemy moved across the woods, 
coming out upon the Diascond road. 

At daylight they were heard approaching from the Ordinary. 
They came nearly to the woods; then diverged to the right across 
an open field, apparently making for the houses on the right. A 
small party secreted in the road, finding that they were moving 
away, immediately fired, when we made a charge. The soreness 
from walking so far, proximity to a ravine, and the woods prevented 
us from capturing them, although to escape they threw away their 


arms. One of them was wounded. We returned to the bivouac ; 


“in _ immediately secreted ourselves in another part of the woods beyond. 


In about an hour a small party of the enemy returned, fired three or 
four volleys through the old bivouac, and retired. They were con- 
stantly scouting around all day, hunting up our pickets. Once or 
twice we fired at them. Our ignorance of the roads and by-paths 
prevented our getting near them. _ Toward evening we returned to 


' the church, the pickets here capturing 1 of their scouts, who was 
attempting to crawl in upon us. The infantry met us at dusk. I 
laced them in the woods, and with Captain Harmon’s troop scouted 
through the adjoining woods, searching houses, &c. It being known — 
that we were there, the men being foot-sore, I concluded to return 


to camp, which we reece aie i by the York River road. One man 
dressed in military clothes was taken from a house where they were 
signaling from. He claims not to be a soldier. 

The marching was very difficult, and a great deal of praise should 
be awarded to a body of foot-sore men, who marched so well and 
acted so bravely. Captain Barnard’s company of infantry did very 
efficient service in guarding the roads to the rear, 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
_ EDGAR A. HAMILTON, 
Major First New York Mounted Rifles. 

Col. B. F. ONDERDONK, 

First New York Mounted Rifles. 
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| JANUARY 20-29, 1864.—Operations in the District of North Carolina, * 


U 


a Report of Brig. Gen. Innis N. Palmer, U. S. Army, commanding 


district. 


Hpgrs. ARMy AnD District or NorTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., January 29, 1864, 


 Mazor: I have the honor to state, for the information of the com- 


_ manding general Department of Virginia and North Carolina, that’ . 
_ since the departure of General Peck the movements of interest that 


_ have taken place in this district are the following : 


On the.26th instant I directed a small force of picked cavalry with 
one howitzer to report to Colonel Jourdan, commanding the Sub- 


_ district of Beaufort, for the purpose of co-operating with an infantry 


force to be selected by him, the whole to be commanded by the col- 


 onel in person, in an expedition for the purpose of capturing a force 
of rebel cavalry in Jones and Onslow Counties. Some vessels were — 


- reported as being in New River, loading with turpentine, and an 


; 
fe] 


pee was to be made to get them out and to secure or to destroy 
them, , 
' Colonel Jourdan has just reported by telegraph from Newport, | 
stating that he had captured a lieutenant and 23 men of the Seventh 
Confederate Cavalry, with horses, arms, and equipments complete. 
If possible, I shall direct the prisoners to be forwarded to Fortress 


_ Monroe by the Spaulding, now at Morehead City. 


ay 
i 


pe 


nm 


General Wessells, commanding Sub-district of the Albemarle, 
reports on January 23, 1864, that having heard that a considerable | 
quantity of stores had been collected at Harrellsville, Hertford 
County, he directed Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell, One hundred 


and third Pennsylvania Volunteers, with a detachment of infantry, 


- to proceed to that point, and capture and destroy the property. 


*® The expedition left Plymouth on the evening of the 20th instant, 


bs 


f 
\ 


\ 
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-and reached the point indicated at 4 o’clock on the following morn- | 


ing without interruption. While securing the property a simulta- 


neous and spirited attack upon the town from different points was 


_ made, but the enemy was repulsed at all points. General Wessells 


reports the results of the expedition to have been the destruction of 
150,000 or 200,000 pounds of pork, 270 bushels of salt, 10,000 pounds 
-of tobacco, 32: barrels of beef, and other stores ; also the capture of 
some prisoners, horses, mules, &c. 

- Also on the 27th instant reports that, in order to put a stop to. dis- 
orders and outrages in Tyrrell County, near Lake Phelps, he directed. 


_ Captain Cady, Twenty-fourth New York Battery, to proceed to that 


- place with a detachment of mounted men, with instructions to arrest 
_ the criminals, if possible, and to bring off from the Pettigrew and 
Collins plantations such property as would be of value to the Goy- 
‘ernment. The result of the expedition was the arrest of 5 men who 
~ have been employed in a series of robberies; also one of the mur- 
- derers of the men Tom and York, and two Confederate soldiers, to- 


gether with the capture of about 200 sheep and other property. 


_ Full reports will be transmitted as soon as possible. 


General Wessells, ina letter of the 27th instant, informs me that 


* Including expeditions to Harrellsville, into Bertie County, into Onslow County, 
and up the Roanoke River. 
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"Richmond papers of the 22d instant state that Hoke’s brigade is — 


ordered to North Carolina, charged with the duty of arresting de- 


serters. No particular locality is specified. The news from Kinston. 


is that quite a large force is there, anticipating, I presume, an attack 
from us. This we have known for some time. 
Tam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General. 
Maj. R. 8. Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ADDENDA. 


Abstract from Record of Events on district return for January, 
1864. 


January 20.—An expedition started from Plymouth, N. C., under 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell, One hundred and third 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, for the purpose of proceeding to Harrells- 
ville to capture or destroy Confederate property which had been con- 
centrated there. The expedition was highly successful; a large 
-amount of property was brought away, and for want of transporta- 
tion many wagons, large quantities of salt and sugar, and 150,000 
pounds of pork were destroyed ; our loss, 1 killéd; enemy’s, 1 killed 
and 2 wounded. 

January 26.—Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell was dispatched from 
Plymouth to destroy and capture Confederate property, with a small 
force, into Hertford County ; 200,000 pounds of pork were destroyed, 


~. also a large amount of Confederate property ; tobacco, cotton, horses, 


‘mules, and wagons were brought away. 
_ January 27.—Colonel Jourdan started from Newport Barracks with 
detachments of the Ninth Vermont, One hundred and _ fifty-eighth 


_New York Volunteers, Twelfth New York Volunteer Cavalry, and | 


Mix’s Cavalry, and proceeded to Onslow County, N. C.; captured 
the pickets stationed in that county, 27 men with 24 horses and cav- 
alry equipments. ; 


January 29.—A detachment of infantry, under command of Lieu: — 
tenant-Colonel Tolles, Fifteenth Connecticut Volunteers, aceompa- — 


nied by a detachment of seamen, under Lieutenant-Commander 
Flusser, U. 8. Navy, proceeded up the Roanoke River to Windsor, to 
destroy Confederate supplies there concentrated. A rebel canton- 


ment near the place was destroyed; horses, mules, wagons, clothing, — 


and ammunition were captured. Several prominent citizens were 
brought away to be held as hostages for certain loyal persons incar- 
_ cerated in Richmond ; 2 prisoners were captured. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpars. ARMY AND Dist. or N. CARoLina, 
No. 21. New Berne, N. C., February 24, 1864. 


The commanding general has often recognized the ability with 
which Brigadier-General Wessells has administered the Sub-district 


of the Albemarle, and acknowledged the good conduct of his officers 
and men. 


The late expedition to Windsor was followed by another in the - 


same quarter only a few weeks since, consisting of detachments of 


ty 


flee . Deep A a) ee ie oO te 
\. Ws ERS: eT tee e 


st he 3 


NS ee ee ee ee Te, eT ee Ee, ee 


SB plec oe ate etl 


Cae abe aAk Slab 


ae eT ee a eT a ee aE Ne ea eT et ee 


ee 


Aerie 


eS? — ie ee ver hie A 


. owe ‘sl fe . i rf 
Omar, XLV.) | SCOUT TO WOODSTOCK, VA. 25 


the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Connecticut Volunteers, under Major 


~ Osborne, of the Eighty-fifth New York and One hundred and first 


and One hundred and third Pennsylvania Volunteers, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Clarke, all under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Maxwell. The success of this enterprise is shown in the list of prop- 
erty taken or destroyed—11 bales of cotton, 20 horses, 10 mules, 
200,000 pounds of pork, 80 barrels of lard, 25 casks of salt, 25 barrels 
of meal, 50 bushels of corn, and many oxen, wagons, carts, &c. This 


example of Colonel Maxwell will be appreciated and emulated by 


the whole command. 

By command of Major-General Peck : 
BENJ. B. FOSTER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


JANUARY 23-25, 1864.—Scout from Charlestown, W. Va., to Woodstock, Va. 


Report of Maj. Timothy Quinn, First New York Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS First New York CAVALRY, 
Charlestown, W. Va., January 25, 1864, 
_§Srr: I have the honor to report for the information of the general 


commanding that, pursuant to orders, I took command of a scout on | 


Saturday morning last. 
Moved from this piace at 8 a. m.; proceeded to Berryville, where I 


divided my command, sending a party through Millwood and White 
_ Post to Newtown, the main body taking the pike to Winchester, | 
_ thence to the latter place, where both parties united and bivouacked _ 


for the night. 
The next morning (Sunday) at 5 a. m., resumed the journey, pass- 


ing through Middletown and Strasburg ; halted about 4 miles beyond 


the latter place, and sent Captain Bailey with a detachment of the 
First New York Cavalry to Woodstock. On this side of Woodstock 
theenemy’s pickets were posted. The captain’s party captured 1 of 
them, wounded 1 badly through the knee, and after driving the bal- 
ance through the town returned to the main body. Ithen moved 
back with my whole command to Winchester, where I remained last 


night. AtStrasburg, on my way back, I sentfour companies through ~ 


Cedar Creek road, they uniting with the main body at Winchester. 


I captured in all 9 prisoners; 38 of those pretend to have been | 
. paroled by General Butler. As Iwas not certain as to what course: 


would be proper for me to pursue in their case, I brought them along 


for the action of the general commanding. 


The whereabouts of the enemy in the valley is as follows: Gen- 
eral Early left Strasburg two weeks ago last Saturday, and is now at 


Harrisonburg. Rosser’s brigade of cavalry, consisting of the Sev- 


enth, Eleventh, and Twelfth Virginia and White’s battalion, is 
between New Market and Timberville. Imboden’s command is at 


- Cross Keys. 


No casualty to report in my command. 
I have the honor to be, captain, your obedient servant, 
. TIMOTHY QUINN, 
Major First New York Cavalry, Commanding Scout. 
Capt. W. M. Boons, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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JANUARY 24-25, 1864.—Expedition up the James River, Va. 


. Reports of Brig. Gen. Charles K. Graham, U. 8. Army, commanding 


Naval Brigade. 


x 7 | HEADQUARTERS NAVAL BRIGADE, 
be Norfolk, Va., January 25, 1864. 


- GENERAL: I have the honor to report the following as the result 
of an expedition organized under my command, consisting of the 
- gun-boats General Jesup, with two launches, each mounting a 12- 
pounder Dahlgren howitzer; Smith Briggs, with three launches ; 
- Flora Temple, and the transport George Washington. 
'The troops which accompanied the expedition, besides the crews 
. of the véssels above named, were the crew of the gun-boat Samuel 
L. Brewster, Ensign Harris commanding; a detachment of 15 men 
of the harbor police of Norfolk, and 20 cavalrymen under command 
-. of Captain Lee, of the harbor police; 80 men from the crew of the 
- steamer Foster, Captain McLaughlin commanding, and a detach- 


bs ment of 150 men and 6 officers of the Twenty-first Connecticut Vol-_ ‘i 


unteers under the command of Captain Brown. 

The expedition left Norfolk at 5 p. m. on the 24th instant, sailed 
to Newport News, arriving about 7 p. m., when the detachment of 
the Twenty-first Connecticut Volunteers was embarked on board the 


that place about 5 a. m. on the 25th instant. 

. The advance guard under Captain Lee, of the harbor police, was 
immediately landed, followed by the two launches armed with how- 
x itzers.'| No opposition was made to their landing, and in the course 
of an hour the whole force was disembarked. The wharf on the 
plantation was found to be completely destroyed, and it being im- 
possible to land the cavalry that detachment was not used. Captain 


; back as prisoners, it being ascertained that the doctor was a large 

contractor with the Confederate Government, from papers found 
upon his premises. 

The information being positive that there was a signal station at 

Mount Pleasant, on the James River, Captain Lee’s detachment, 


having been increased by the crew of the gun-boat Brewster, 31 men, — 


was ordered to advance to that place, which was about 3 miles 
from the landing. Coming upon the station, they found the non- 
commissioned officers in command and men asleep. Six of the party 
were captured, 1 effected his escape. All the signal apparatus, con- 
sisting of one large and one small. telescope with their stands, one 
signal flag, and three night signals, with the arms and accouter- 

ments of the men, were taken. 
_ Another detachment was sent out on the left of the landing of the 


expedition, which, though it did not encounter any enemy, rendered — 


valuable service by destroying immense quantities of wheat, corn, 
and hay, besides sending in a number of horses and mules. Upon 
the plantation of Dr. Ritchie were found about 5,000 bushels of 


corn, large quantities of hay and grain, and 24,000 pounds pork, ail 


of which was destroyed. 
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steamer George Washington. The expedition again sailed about 9 —_ 
¢.p.m. for Brandon, about 7 miles from Fort Powhatan, arriving at 


Lee, pursuant to instructions, advanced a line of skirmishers, sur- _ 
rounding the house of Dr. Ritchie, upon whose plantation the expe- — 
~ dition landed. The doctor and overseers were taken and brought — 
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The negroes everywhere evinced a disposition to give information, 
and large numbers flocked to the beach, and many of them, to the 
number of 80, returned with the expedition. 

There were collected about 60 horses and mules, but owing to the 
fact that the landing was destroyed and the wind from off shore was 


quite high, it was almost impossible to embark them. Although > 
_ officers and men labored for several hours, they were only able to 


place on board, by building a temporary platform, about 10, 
During the operations of the force on land, which I personally 


_ superintended, the gun-boats General Jesup and Smith Briggs were — 


ordered to proceed up the river to a position which commanded an 
extensive view in the direction of Richmond, both to command the 


neck of land where the land forces were operating and to watch for 


the approach of the iron-clad Richmond, which was reported to be 


' on the James River. 
While executing this duty, the gun-boat General Jesup having 
_ the advance, two vessels made their appearance and were brought to 


3 and captured by that vessel. One of these was the sloop Birdloe, 


of Warwick, apparently used for the purpose of carrying wood, and 
was without a cargo, having 2 men on board as crew. The other 


_ was the schooner Thomas F. Dawson, of Richmond, loaded with 242 


boxes of tobacco, William Henley captain, with 3 seamen and 5 for- 
eign Jews, blockade-runners, as passengers. Upon searching the 


vessel a large box of jewelry was discovered, and upon the persons 
of the men papers proving them to be blockade-runners, also the 


following amount of money: $755 in gold, $656 in Treasury notes, , 


__ $7,000 in bonds on the States of Florida, Maryland, and, North Caro- 


lina, $347 in Confederate money, $3 in silver, $1,796.50 in Southern 


- bank-notes, $10 in Northern bank-notes; in all, $10,567.50. Not a 
- shot was fired at the expedition, either going or coming, and it is be- 


lieved that its landing, owing to the capture of the signal party re- 


ferred to, was not perceived until several hours after it was effected. 


Captain Lee, of the harbor police, is deserving of the most credit- 


y able mention: for the judgment he displayed in making his disposi- 


tions and the celerity with which his movements were executed, 


Lieutenant Harris, of the General Jesup, also displayed much zeal 
and is entitled not only to recommendations but promotion for 


ee 


his services. The detachment from the Twenty-first Connecticut 
Volunteers, under Captains Brown and Long and Lieutenants Shep- 
ard, Crane, Dutton, McKinney, and Edwards, rendered good serv- 


ice. In the main all the detachments behaved well, although I, 
regret to say that some of the men gave way to intemperance, a 


large quantity of liquor having been found on the premises of 


- Dr. Ritchie. 


Lieutenant Bullard, one of my aides, was with Captain Lee when 


the signal party was surprised, and he and Lieutenant Benson, like- 
wise of my staff, were indefatigable in the performance of the ardu- 


ous duties which devolved upon them. 
At 10.40 p. m. the expedition arrived at Fortress Monroe. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES K. GRAHAM, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Naval Brigade. 


Major-General BUTLER, | Ne > 
Comdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina. 
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HEADQUARTERS NAVAL BRIGADE, 
Norfolk, Va., January 26, 1864. 
GENERAL: Owing to the haste with which my report of the expe- 
dition of the 25th instant was made, and the fact that the contra- 
bands were counted on board the vessels at night, the return was in- 
correct. Instead of 99, the list of men, women, and children amounts 
to 13%. The following property was likewise captured : Four horses, 


3 mules, 2 telescopes, 2 pieces of duck, 5 carbines, 5 carbine cartridge- _ 


boxes and belts, 2 old muskets, and 1 old cavalry pistol. 

Captain McLaughlin reports this morning that 1 of the privates 
of his company, Thirteenth New York Artillery, is missing. The 
loss of this man was no doubt caused by his being intoxicated, as 


every precaution was taken to prevent any of the expedition being” 
left. / 


The sloop and schooner mentioned in my official report as having 
been captured are now lying at anchor off this place, with prize 
crews on board, and await your orders as to what disposition shall 


_be made of them. 


Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES K. GRAHAM, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. BENJAMIN F’, BUTLER, 
Comdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina. 


{ 


JANUARY 27, 1864.—Affair near Thoroughfare Mountain, Va, 
Report of Maj. Gen. J. H. B. Stuart, OC. S. Army. 
Hpgrs. Cav. Corps, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 


January 29, 1864. 
CoLoneEL: I have the honor to announce that Capt. M. W. Strother, 


_ commanding a company of the Fourth Virginia Cavalry, on detached | 
service in the vicinity of Thoroughfare Mountain, encountered on 


the 27th instant a scouting party of the enemy’s cavalry, 14 in num- 

ber, and captured the entire party except 2, who made their escape. 

Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. EK. B. STUART, 


: Major-G l. 
Col. R. H. Cutiron, ajor-Genera 


Chief of Staff. 


JANUARY 27-FEBRUARY 7, 1864.—Operations in Hampshire and Hardy 


Counties, W. Va. 
SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS. 


Jan, 30, 1864,—Capture of wagon train at Medley. 
Feb, 2, 1864.—Skirmish at Patterson’s Creek. 
4, 1864,—Skirmish at Moorefield. 


REPORTS. 


No, 1.—Brig. Gen. Benjamin F, Kelley, U. 8. Army, commanding Department of 
West Virginia. 


. 


No. 2.—Lieut. Col. Charles Fitz Simmons, Third New York Cavalry, commanding ~ 


cavalry, First Division, 


‘ ; / P cal i i ed i rhe B, 
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SG No. 3.—Col. James A. Mulligan, Twenty-third Iinois Infantry, commanding Sec- 

ond Division. 

No. 4.—Col. Jacob M, Campbell, Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Infantry, command- 
ing First Brigade. * ‘ 

No. 65.—Col. Joseph Thoburn, First West Virginia Infantry, commanding Second 
Brigade. 

No. 6.—Col. Joseph Snider, Fourth West Virginia Cavalry. 

No. 7.—Lieut. Col. Francis W. Thompson, Sixth West Virginia Cavalry. 

No. 8.—General Robert E. Lee, C. 8. Army, commanding Army of Northern 

Virginia, _ i 
No. 9.—Maj. Gen. Jubal A. Early, C. S. Army, commanding Valley District. 
No, 10.—Brig. Gen. Thomas L. Rosser, C. S. Army, commanding expedition. , 


Nowe 1s 


| Reports of Brig. Gen. Berjamin FF. Kelley, U. S. Army, command- 
a ing Department of West Virginia. 


‘g CUMBERLAND, Mp., February 2, 1864—7 p.m. — 
a (Received 12 midnight.) 
-At1p. m. to-day about 500 of Rosser’s brigade made an attack on 

the forces guarding the bridges across Patterson’s Creek and North | 
Branch of Potomac. Several of our men were wounded, 1 killed, 

_ balance either captured or dispersed. Both bridges were fired. Re- 
enforcements were promptly sent forward, and arrived in time to 
drive the enemy away and save the Patterson’s Creek bridge. About 
1 mile of the telegraph line destroyed. It will be repaired to-mor- 
row, and in three days the bridges will be repaired and the road in 
working order. Mulligan still driving the enemy back from New 
Creek. If Sullivan’s cavalry arrives at Romney to-night I hope to 


- cut Rosser off. 
2 B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


te 


: Brigadier-General CuLLUM, 
Chief of Staff. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., February 5, 1864—10 p. m. 
(Received 10.45 p. m.), 


Colonel Mulligan reports that he drove Harly’s forces through 
- Moorefield up the South Fork till darkness put a stop to the pursuit. 
I have yet no particulars of the affair. Harly is making a rapid re- 
treat into the Shenandoah Valley. 
>. B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier- General. 


’ 
e 
zi 
; 


f 
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_ Brigadier-General CuLLUM, 
: Chief of Staff. 


; HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
< Owmberland, Md., March 8, 1864. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
operations in this department from the 27th of January, 1864, until 
the 7th of February, during which time our troops were engaged in 
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repelling the attempts of the enemy’s forces, under General Harly, | 
~' upon the line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and upon the posts 


t 
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at Petersburg and New Creek, W. Va. 


On the 27th of January a train of eighty wagons, loaded with com- 
--missary stores, was dispatched from New Creek to supply the garri- 


son at Petersburg, Hardy County, under the command of Colonel 


-Thoburn. i Ean 
On the 28th, citizen refugees from the vicinity of Petersburg and 


: Moorefield brought information that the rebel forces were approach- 


' ing, and in consequence of these rumors the supply train was stopped 


at Burlington and turned back, and a precautionary message sent 


to Colonel Thoburn, ordering him to fall back from Petersburg upon — 


ascertaining that the enemy menaced him in force. Py 
- On the same day I went personally to New Creek, and there found 


that the statements made by the refugees were vague and unsatis- — 


factory, and being assured that the scouting parties sent up the 


of Shenandoah Valley, and those sent out by Colonel Thoburn from 


Petersburg, had returned without discovering any signs of the enemy. 
I concluded that the citizens had been alarmed by some prowling 


bands of guerrillas, and ordered the supply train again to take the 


road with a strong guard of cavalry and infantry, under the com- 
mand of Col. Joseph Snider, Fourth Virginia Cavalry, whose report, 
marked A,* is herewith submitted. At the same time I telegraphed 
‘General Sullivan, at Harper’s Ferry, and Colonel Oley, command- 


ing Averell’s division, at Martinsburg, to keep their mounted troops | 


ready for the saddle. 


On the 29th, Colonel Snider started with the train, and en route — 


_ received a message from Lieutenant-Colonel Quirk asking him to 


hasten his movements, and informing him that the Twenty-third | 


Regiment Illinois Volunteers, of Colonel Thoburn’s command, would 
meet him at the Moorefield Junction. On reaching Medley, 24 miles 


‘from the junction, he met Lieutenant-Colonel Quirk with the Twenty- | 
third Illinois, retiring before the enemy. Colonel Snider, being the — 
ranking officer, here assumed command, and with the combined forces — 
took position to resist the enemy’s attack, which was persistently 


made and sustained by a battery of artillery. 
After an action of one hour and twenty minutes Colonel Snider was 


driven back, retiring from the field in good order and with consider- 


able loss. Meanwhile the train-masters and teamsters, becoming 
alarmed, had abandoned their wagons, and cutting the harness of 


the draft animals, had used them to effect their escape, thus leaving 


_ the train immovable, which, in consequence, fell into the hands of the — 
enemy, who fired about forty wagons and carried off the remainder, 
Immediately upon hearing of the loss of this train I telegraphed — 


General Sullivan to move the mounted force from Charlestown, and 
to Colonel Oley to move forward two mounted regiments of Aver- 
ell’s division by way of Winchester and Wardensville to Moorefield, 
ueRaNS thus to cut off the enemy and prevent his escaping with his 
spoils. 

At daylight on the 30th, Colonel Thoburn’s scouts discovered the 
enemy in the vicinity of Moorefield, and by further information ob- 


tained from prisoners and deserters he ascertained that his position 


was to be attacked on the following morning by a large force under 
General Early. As he had. but one day’s bio eoanen hand, ad 


*See p. 40, 
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perceiving that his line of communication was held by the enemy, 


and that his force was weakened by the absence of the Twenty-third 
Hilinois Regiment, he determined to evacuate Petersburg and fall 
back on New Creek, according to precautionary orders already re- 


ceived. He accordingly withdrew his forces at midnight, and carry- 
ing with him all stores and Government property he retired by way || 
of Greenland Gap, and arrived at New Creek safe and in good con- 


dition on the 1st of February. 


At daylight on the 31st, the enemy opened fire on the abandoned ; . 


works at Petersburg, and shelled them for some time before he dis- 


covered that they were unoccupied. Perceiving at length that the — 


garrison had escaped, he hastened by the direct route to Greenland 
Gap, hoping to cut off Colonel Thoburn’s retreat, but he arrived 


af too late. 


The enemy still continued to press upon Colonel Mulligan’s out- 


_ posts, both in the New Creek and Patterson’s Creek Valleys, showing 


- a considerable force of all arms on both points. I began to appre- 


hend that his ultimate designs were to effect the destruction of the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and that at the same time he might 


attack the post at New Creek, or even hazard a cowp demain upon 


Cumberland with a view to plunder. I therefore held Mulligan’s 
division, strengthened by Thoburn, ready for defensive or offensive 
operations, as circumstances might dictate, and sent an order after 


_ the mounted column at Wardensville to move as speedily as possible 


upon Romney, at which point this force would have an opportunity 


_ to strike the enemy in flank and rear, and would be able to commu- ~ 
nicate more directly with Colonel Mulligan. In the meantime two | 
regiments of infantry, Twelfth [West] Virginia and Thirty-fourth 
Massachusetts, arrived by rail from Harper’s Ferry, and with one | 
light battery were held to secure Cumberland against any sudden 
. movements. 


On the morning of February 2, hearing from Colonel Mulligan 


that the enemy were retiring, I ordered him to follow at once, and 
notified him that four regiments of our mounted troops would ar- 


rive at Romney that night to co-operate with him. Suddenly, about 


' noon on the same day (2d), the enemy, about 500 strong, under 
- Rosser, made his appearance at Patterson’s Creek Station, capturing 


a portion of the company of infantry guarding the road, killing and 
wounding several, and setting fire to Patterson’s Creek bridge and 
also to North Branch bridge, 2 miles from the former and 6 miles 
from Cumberland. , 

I immediately took command of the forces at this place, and 
marched toward the menaced point, but presently ascertained that 
the enemy was hastily retiring by the way he came, having failed to 


. do any serious damage to the road. Rosser retired by way of Sheets’ 
~ Mill, where two regiments of infantry were stationed to support him. 


It being impossible to pursue with the infantry under my immediate 
command, I now depended on the mounted troops I had set in motion 
to intercept and punish the enemy’s temerity. 


 Lieutenant-Colonel Fitz Simmons, commanding the mounted col- | 
- umn from the valley of the Shenandoah, received the order directing 


him to move on Romney while at Wardensville, and responded with 


commendable promptness, arriving at the time expected. Unfor- 
tunately he here received information that the enemy was destroying 


the railroad in the neighborhood of Green Spring. Leaving a de- 
tachment to hold Romney, he followed this false scout to Springfield, 
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while Rosser, secured from view by the Patterson’s Creek Mountain, =~ 

was rapidly escaping through a parallel valley in the opposite direc-  __ 

tion. Before this error could be rectified the enemy was well on his i 

way to Moorefield, and on the 3d February, communication having 

been opened with the infantry under Colonel Thoburn, the whole 

force under command of Colonel Mulligan, started im pursuit, the 

cavalry, under Colonel Fitz Simmons, taking the old road to Moore- 

field and the infantry, with the artillery, following the new road west : 

_ of the South Branch River. ; ko 4 

i On the morning of the 4th our advanced cavalry came in sight of 
the enemy in the Moorefield Valley. At this place, according to the 

f 

: 

* 


—. report* of Colonel Mulligan, herewith transmitted, the enemy ap- 
~ peared in strong force with infantry, cavalry, and artillery, and 


‘maintained a determined front for the evident purpose of securing 
the safe retreat of baggage trains and droves of cattle, which could 
be seen defiling by the roads leading southward over the mountains. ~ 


On the following morning, 5th of February, ascertaining that Gen- 
eral Early was still rapidly retiring toward Harrisonburg by the Lost 
River road and Brock’s Gap, Colonel Mulligan ordered the co-op- 
erating forces back to their respective stations, and leaving Colonel 

Thoburn at Burlington, he returned with his own command to New ~ 


. Pressed by our artillery and advanced skirmishers, he retiredthrough =~ 
the village of Moorefield, but before our troops, already harassed by 

e loss of sleep and worn down by forced marches, had arrived in suffi- 
‘ cient force to justify a general attack, the enemy’s trains were beyond =~ 

~ .  ourreach and his troops had gained the defile in the mountains, 

where he could not be attacked except at a great disadvantage, and 
Git from whence he could retire from position to position, inflicting seri- 
ous loss. upon an assailant with comparative safety to himself. As | 
fe there seemed to be no adequate advantage promised that would justify 
‘so hazardous an attack, Colonel Mulligan followed the enemy slowly 
i with cavalry and artillery until night. . i 
4 

a 


Oreek. ‘3 
: The principal object of the enemy in this movement appears to 
x have been the capture of the garrison at Petersburg, and incidentally — + 
to collect supphes from the Moorefield Valley. His main object 
failed entirely, and the small amount of damage resulting [from]  — 
his hurried attempt upon the railroad hardly justified the hazard 
incurred. Ido not think his falling upon the supply train was the 
result of any information received of its movements, but simply ac- 
cidental. : “sa 
, The fact that citizen refugees brought the first information of 
the enemy’s approach, and that cavalry scouts sent out for the ex- i 


press purpose failed to obtain any information on the subject, is 
highly discreditable to the officers conducting these reconnaissances. — 

-' I have heretofore maintained the post at Petersburg for the pur- 
| pose of protecting the fertile and populous valley of the South Branch. 

from plunder and conscription by the enemy. The line of commu- 

nication with its depot at New Creek is long and difficult and the 

position a good deal exposed. Yet such is the value of the district 

covered by it that I have thought proper to maintain it, and it is now 
abandoned with great reluctance, and I hope only for a time. 

The officers and troops engaged in the operations above reported, 

_as far as lam informed, have behaved with commendable zeal and 

* See p, 35, 


™ 


sisi i= hae te ok nis palates ey aa! 


~ 
, 
; 
! 4 
: es uu, 


at 


ae 


_Cuar. XLV.] OPERATIONS IN HAMPSHIRE AND HARDY CO.'S, We VAL 335 


- alacrity, and the enemy’s escape from the punishment due his temer- 


_ ity is entirely owing to fortuitous circumstances and the great diffi-: 


Brig. Gen. Grorcr W. CULLUM, 


5 


culty of concentrating troops and combining movements from posi- 
tions so distant and in a country whose topography is so difficult and 
intricate. ; 
Lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


Chief of Staff, Washington, D. C. 


NOE! 


Report of Ineut. Col. Charles Fitz Simmons, Third New York Oav- — 


eo 


alry, commanding cavalry, First Division. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY Forcss, First Division, 
Charlestown, Va., February %, 1864. 


__ Caprain: I have the honor to report that in pursuance of orders 


I moved from this place on the 31st of January with the following 


- force, viz: First New York, Major Quinn commanding, 230 men; 


apt 
rm 


. Twenty-first New York, Major Otis commanding, 375 men; Fif- » 


teenth New York, Major Hyde commanding, 400 men; Cole’s 
(Maryland) cavalry, and detachments of the Second Maryland, Sixth » 
‘Michigan, and First Connecticut Cavalry, Major Cole commanding, 


_ 225 men; one section of artillery, Lieutenant Hoffman. I arrived 
_ at Winchester at 8 p. m., and bivouacked, 3 miles west, on the 


\ 


Romney road. At 10 p. m. Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson and 500 


- mounted infantry, with four guns, passed through Winchester to- 


ward Strasburg, he having orders to join me at or near Wardens- 


— ville. 


a4 
¥ 
‘ 
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re 
: 


‘ 


‘ 


5 
“ely . . 
- captured Lieutenant Allen and 2 men of the Seventh Virginia, from 


The next day I received orders in the morning from General Sul- 
livan to call in all detachments and move toward Romney direct. I 
sent Lieutenant Rivers and 12 men of Cole’s battalion to intercept 
Colonel Thompson and inform him I had received intelligence that 
the enemy was in Romney on thenight of the 31st, and moving toward 
Green Spring Run. Upon the arrival of my wagon train I moved to 

Romney, stopping at Cacapon Bridge to allow my column to close up 


_ and to feed, leaving my train at Blue’s Gap, in charge of Major Hyde 


and all but one squadron of the Fifteenth, which I took with me, 


een my arrival in Romney Lieutenant Wyckoff, of the First New 
O 


rk, who had charge of the advance platoon, dashed forward and 


whom I learned that the enemy were in force and moving toward 


fee 
i 


by 
7 


Frankfort, on the west side of South Branch Mountain. I sent 


Captain Firey, with his company of Cole’s battalion, to Springfield 
_to ascertain, if possible, where the enemy was, and in which direction 


_ he was moving. 


In the mean time I ordered Lieutenant Wyckoff with 10 men of 
the First New York to reconnoiter the gap, the result of which was 


_ to bring on a spirited skirmish. I at once supported Lieutenant 
| Wyckoff with Cole’s battalion and Captain Hicks’ squadron of the 
. Fifteenth. They drove the enemy through the gap, against great 


‘ 
Sy 


odds of position, killing 1 captain and 1 man and wounding Lieuten- 
‘ant Summers and 2 men, and capturing 2 men, all of the Seventh Vir- 
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_ were driven back by a gun stationed at the first ford. I sent to the | 
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Our casualties, 1 man, Second Maryland, wounded; 
2 horses of the First New York killed. oie 

After driving the enemy through the gap, Major Cole asked leave 
to pursue him to the junction of the Moorefield and New Creek 
roads. 
tenant Rivers returned, both bringing information that the enemy 
was in strong force on the west side of the mountain, and number- 


ginia Cary, 
cS) 


ing not less than 3,000 men of all arms; also, that the advance under 


osser had not reached above Frankfort. I waited until Lieutenant- 
Colonel Thompson and my wagon train arrived, and left Romney 
for Springfield at 4 a. m., hoping to head off the enemy and to pro- 
tect the bridge at Green Spring Run. 


Upon arriving at Springfield, I sent a party to Frankfort and — 


another to Green Spring Run. Upon their return I found Rosser 


had retreated on one side of the mountain while I passed up on the — 


other. I returned to Romney and halted my command to rest and 


feed, while I rode through the gap to communicate with the force — 


from New Creek. JI overtook there, 16 miles from Moorefield, Col- 
onel Thompson’s command and the portion of the Fifteenth I left at 
Blue’s Gap, all having joined Colonel Mulligan. 
informed me that orders had been sent me to move to Moorefield, 


_ that I might send my artillery to Burlington, as Colonel Mulligan 
had then eight or nine guns. 


I returned to Romney and marched 
with my command at 1 a. m. for Moorefield by the old road, sending 
Captain Hicks’ squadron of the Fifteenth by the new road, to notify 
Colonel Mulligan of my whereabouts. 

IT arrived in sight of Moorefield at dawn of the 4th instant. Sent 
a party to communicate with Colonel Mulligan, whose command just 
came in sight on the new road, 5 miles from the town. I at once 
pushed forward; Major Quinn, being in the advance, dashed after 
the enemy’s pickets in a splendid manner, driving them back precipi- 


tately on the main body. At this point I received orders from Col- 
-onel Mulligan that he depended upon my command to gain the — 
earliest intelligence of the enemy, his numbers, position, and inten- 
In about fifteen minutes I was able to inform him the en- — 


tions. 
emy occupied Moorefield, numbering 1,000 cavalry and about 500 in- 


fantry. His intentions were evidently to cover the retreat of his — 
train through the mountain pass or gap 3 miles insrear of the town. — 


I was then ordered to watch my left flank, as it was found the en- 
emy meditated an attack in that direction. 
companies toward the Wardensville road for that purpose, but they 


colonel commanding asking that the gun at the ford be sent across 
tome. This he did not deem proper to do, but informed me he 


would send one to Inskip’s Ford, which he did, but with no better 
results than the first, the shells all bursting either in rear of Major 


Quinn’s line or among his skirmishers. Major Quinn kept con- 


tinually informing us that the enemy was falling back, and that 


unless soon attacked he would be in the defile and beyond our reach: 
I attempted to join him at all hazards, and was going up at a gal- 
lop, when I received peremptory orders from Colonel Mulligan I 
must move no farther; that the enemy’s falling back was for the 
purpose of entrapping us, as he had information that a large force 


_ of infantry and twelve guns were on our left flank. He ordered me 


to send 200 men to scour the hills, and to move up only as fast as 
they were able to move through the hills on our left, 


1 
Cor: 


= rat, 
im panes 
= a a 
a 


This I refused, as at that moment Captain Firey and Lieu-  ~ 


Colonel Thompson — 


I had already sent two | 
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Major Quinn in the mean time pushed through the town, and the 


_ enemy took a position in column of squadrons, just in advance of 


the defile, well covered with skirmishers in front and on the flanks. 
A company of mounted infantry crossed at Inskip’s Ford and relieved 


_ Major Quinn’s skirmishers. The enemy at this point commenced 


maneuvering as if to charge. I made a disposition of the com- 


mand to receive them, but the movement only proved to be a feint to ° % 


draw in their parties on the right and left. 


"I was then ordered by Colonel Mulligan to carry out my original 


intention of precipitating my command upon the enemy, and that a 


~ gun would report to me in a few minutes. I moved my column to- 


ward the enemy as fast as the nature of the ground would admit, 
but no gun reporting, the enemy entered the pass before I could 
reach him, leaving only a small party of skirmishers, which we 


_ drove back at a trot. Shortly after the gun came up, and also Col- 
- onel Mulligan. We together pursued the enemy up, shelling him 
_ wherever we could use artillery, but night coming on and the _posi- 


tion being one of evident advantage to the enemy, Colonel Mulligan 


i ordered me to withdraw to the other side of the town and river, and 


Se ee ern 


on the morning of the 5th ordered me to report to my division com- 
_mander without delay, which I did, reaching Halltown at 3 p. m. of 


the 7th instant. / 
Iam, captain, your obedient servant, 
C. FITZ SIMMONS, 
Ineut. Col., Commanding Cavalry Forces, First Division. . 
Capt. WILLIAM M. Boong, 
Bee Assistant Adjutant-General. 


NO Sat 


. Report of Col. James A. Mulligan, Twenty-third Illinois Infantry, 


commanding Second Division. 


Hpgrs. SECOND Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
New Creek, W. Va., February —, 1864. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that on the evening of the 3d in- 


stant I took command of the column then in pursuit of General 


Rosser on the Moorefield and Hardy pike, Colonel Thoburn com- 


“manding. On my arrival, reported the infantry, Fourteenth Vir- 


ginia, Third and Fourth Pennsylvania Reserves, as exhausted, foot- 


‘sore, and unable to proceed. I ordered them into camp near 
- Purgitsville, and with Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson, commanding 
500 of General Averell’s cavalry, Captain Greenfield’s Independent. - 
Company of Cavalry, Carlin’s battery, and a section of Ewing’s bat- 


_ tery, under Lieutenant Morton, moved to Reynolds’ Gap, where we 
halted to await the arrival of General Sullivan’s cavalry under 


Lieutenant-Colonel Fitz Simmons. The colonel not arriving, and — 


unable to ascertain his location, at 40’clock in the morning I ordered 
Carlin’s battery, with a guard of 200 cavalry, back to the infantry 
at Purgitsville, it being hazardous to risk so much artillery with so 
light a force. BN 

With the remaining force of 300 and the section of Ewing’s battery 


we moved forward to feel the enemy, whom we discovered at 8 a, m. 


¥ 
Se 
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at Parsons’ Ford, onthe South Branch. Atthesame time Lieutenant- 
Colonel Fitz Simmons, advancing on the Romney road, reported to 
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me with 600 of General Sullivan’s cavalry. Lieutenant Morton im- 
mediately opened on the enemy from the ford. I sent orders to Col- 
onel Thoburn to come forward with the infantry, but he was unable 
to arrive in time to participate in the affair. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Thompson was directed to take a part of his force, with one piece 


of artillery, move into a good position near the Inskip’s Ford on the» 


enemy’s flank, hold it, and harass the enemy, which movement he 
executed with rapidity and success. At the same time Lieutenant- 
Colonel Fitz Simmons steadily pressed the enemy in front until his 
advance, under Major Quinn, drove them through and out of Moore- 
field at 11 o’clock. : 
The enemy made another stand at Randolph’s, on the South Fork, 
but gave way as the artillery was brought up, and fell slowly back 
up the fork, when Early’s infantry were reported by Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Fitz Simmons deploying into position. 
Captain Myers, of the Ringgold Cavalry, being familiar with the 
South Fork pass, was ordered to the front with his company and 
Colonel Fitz Simmons ordered to press closely after him, using his 
artillery, and rout the enemy. Captain Myers, after an endeavor to 
break through their lines, returned and reported the enemy strongly 


lodged in the rocks. _Lieutenant-Colonel Fitz Simmons reported the 


majority of his. cavalry too exhausted for further efficient pursuit. 


At this point, about 3 p. m., the enemy’s train was discovered on 


the South Branch Mountains. The artillery opened on it without. 3 


effect, the distance being too great. Colonel Fitz Simmons and the 
artillery were then stationed at the mouth of the South Fork defile, 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson, with the whole available force of 
both commands, moved up the fork in pursuit. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Thompson followed the enemy, not returning until late in the night, 
having pursued him to the neighborhood of Lost River road. 

The cavalry, having made forced marches from Harper’s Ferry 


and Martinsburg, were greatly worndown. Thesameistrueof Lieu- — 


tenant Morton’s artillery, some of whose horses dropped dead from 
exhaustion in the field. 


Thanks are due Lieutenant-Colonels Thompson and Fitz Simmons 


for having overtaken and pursued the enemy until night and the 


~ mountains saved him. Iam also much indebted to my staff, Cap- | 
tains Moriarty and Pease, Lieutenants Nugent and McKenzie, for 


their skill and efficiency. 
This report has been delayed waiting for the reports of the officers 


With respect, faithfully, 


commanding the cavalry, which reports have not yet been received. 


JAS. A. MULLIGAN, 


Colonel. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 4. 
Report of Col. Jacob M. Campbell, Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania In- 
Santry, commanding First Brigade. 
HEADQUARTERS First BRIGADE, 
Cumberland, Md., February 24, 1864. 
LIEUTENANT: In obedience to your letter of the 23d instant, di- 


recting me to report “‘what damage was done to the Baltimore and 
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— Ohio Railroad, or any part thereof; where the troops of your 


(my) brigade were stationed; what bridges on said road were de- 
stroyed or injured; whether such bridges were protected by block- 
_ houses or otherwise, and through whose fault, if any, the injury 
occurred ; also what, if any, losses of men, animals, transportation, 
ordnance, quartermaster’s and commissary stores, in the last two 
movements of the rebel force in West Virginia, and also, as far as 


_ you have the means of knowing, the captures from and losses to the 
_ enemy in these operations,” I have the honor to report as follows: 


and Battery EK, First Virginia Volunteer Artillery. At 6 p.m.on 9 ~ | 
_ that day [received orders from Brig. Gen. B. F. Kelley, commanding 


ek ee 


At the time of the first rebel raid—January 4, 1864—I was stationed 
at Springfield, W. Va., with the Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Infantry, 


Department of West Virginia, to move to Cumberland, Md., by way 
of Patterson’s Creek, but which was afterward changed, directing 


~ me to move by way of Green Spring at once. This last dispatch was 


received at 8 p.m. My orders were to reach Cumberland at day- 
light. I immediately began the movement. My supply train had 


that evening arrived from Green Spring with a load of supplies. 


This materially reduced my means of transportation, and I had no 
time to send out to press teams, if, indeed, 1 could have found any 
intheneighborhood. Yet I took off all my stores except a few sacks 
of grain and some other stores of but ‘little value, which were con- 
cealed in the night and afterward recovered by a scouting party sent 


out for that purpose. I arrived at Cumberland about daylight, Jan- 


uary 5, having lost neither men, animals, or stores. 
At the time of the second raid—February 2, 1864—I was stationed 


) 5 at Cumberland, Md. Onthat day Company F, Capt. John W. Hibler, 


Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers, with 57 men of my brigade, 
was stationed at Patterson’s Creek bridge, Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 
road, and a detachment of the company at the North Branch bridge 
as pickets. JI had warned Captain Hibler to be on the alert and to 
_ keep scouts well out, but it seems that General Rosser (rebel), with 


_ from 400 to 500 cavalry, succeeded in penetrating to Pattergon’s Creek 


bridge on the 2d of February. His advance guard were dressed in 


- Federal uniforms, and succeeded in getting up to Captain Hibler’s by 
representing themselves as part of the Ringgold Cavalry (Union), | 
and thus successively captured all the pickets on the Patterson’s 
_ Creek road, and then rapidly dashed into camp while the men were 

at dinner. Aslight skirmish ensued, in which we had 1 man killed, 


1 mortally and 3 slightly wounded. The rebels captured 1 captain 
and 36 men, with all the camp and garrison equipage of the company, ~ 
40 Enfield rifles, and 4,000 rounds of rifle cartridges. They then set 


fire to the Patterson’s Creek bridge, Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 
and thence went to the North Branch bridge, Baltimore and Ohio 


Railroad, and fired it, the guard at the latter bridge making their 
> escape. 


I may here say that as there was known to be a large Union force 


“some 18 miles south and west of Patterson’s Creek, and part of the 


_ Ringgold Cavalry there, taken in connection with the fact that the 


3 


“rebels wore our uniform and claimed to be Union cavalry, may, in a ~ 
“measure, account for the pickets being deceived. : 
- Neither the Patterson’s Creek bridge nor the North Branch bridge 


_ were protected by block-houses, and the only protection for them was 


‘the company of infantry which the rebels captured. 


- As soon as the news of the rebel force being at Patterson’s Creek 
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was received at this place, one company of the Ringgold Cavalry, | 
Captain Myers, was dispatched to that point, and arrived at the a 
stay North Branch bridge in time to put out the fire. Neither of the — 
 -bridges—mere trestle-works—were totally destroyed. Captain Myers, 
immediately after putting out the fire, pushed on after the enemy. | 

| This is all ‘the loss any portion of my brigade sustained, and the 4 
partial destruction of the two above-mentioned bridges being allthe 
injury done to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. A scouting party 
from this place captured during the last raid 1 rebel captain. This 


“5 is all the loss I know of the rebels sustaining. ee 
Me As to whose fault it was that the injury occurred, whether the — 
ie fault was with the large force that lay some 18 miles in front, near 
the junction of the Burlington and Patterson’s Creek roads, or with =~ 
the mere detachments of a small company of infantry at the two 3 
bridges, I am not prepared to say. : Bore 
Sy Iam, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient servant, = 
a j J. M. CAMPBELL, 4 
an ey Colonel, Commanding First Brigade, ~ a 
af Lieut. M. J. RussEcu, 
ake ss - Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Boric No. 5. 


Hf Report of Col. Joseph Thoburn, First West Virginia Infantry, com- 
manding Second Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, i 
New Creek, W. Va., February 14, 1864. . 


LIEUTENANT: In reply to your communication of the 13th, asking 
a for a detailed report of my operations from the 30th ultimo to the — 
. . 6th instant, I beg leave to report as follows: 4 
yy At daylight on the morning of the 30th ultimo Captain Greenfield, 
_ with a squad of 20 cavalry, ran into a camp of rebel cavalry, 1 or 2. 
miles south of Moorefield, and returned, bringing with hima prisoner, 
from whom we learned that Rosser’s brigade with some other detach-’ 
ments was there. I at once notified the commanding officer of the 
train, then on its way from New Creek to Petersburg, ‘of the threat- 
_. ened danger; also the commanding officer of the Twenty-third 
ay Illinois Infantry, then engaged in blockading the road leading from 
_. Moorefield to Patterson’s Creek Valley. 
. __ At 12 m. ‘of the same day information was received from a deserter 
that Early’s command was moving from the valley in the direction _ 
of Moorefield, the intention evidently being either an attack on — 
Petersburg or the railroad. Owing to the supplies at the former 
th place being nearly exhausted (only having rations to last until the 
evening of the 31st), and the uncertainty of the arrival of the train, 
I determined to evacuate the place, and sent a courier to the wagon 
train directing it to return to New Creek. But before the arrival of 
the courier the train was captured, and information was brought ~~ 
back that Rosser’s brigade with artillery occupied the road at the 
Moorefield and Alleghany Junction. . a. 
A little after dark a scouting party brought in a prisoner taken 
from Early, as he was going into camp on the Moorefield road, 6 or — 
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-7 miles from Petersburg, from whom we learned that we would be 


_ attacked the following morning at daylight. 


At midnight, every preparation being completed, the command 


moved off quietly, taking with us, with some trifling exceptions, all 


- our stores and Government property. The Patterson’s Creek road 


being occupied by the enemy, I was compelled to take an unfre- 
quented and difficult mountain road, through Reel’s Gap to the base 


_ of the Alleghany Mountains, and from thence to Greenland Gap, at 
_ which place the head of the column arrived at 10.15 a. m., January 


31. The train was delayed eight hours crossing a spur of the mount- 
_ ain, where I was compelled to abandon several caissons, chests, and’ 


other property in order to enable the train to cross the mountain. 


_ Since our arrival here nearly all of the stores abandoned at that place 
_ have been brought in. 

_ At 5p. m. we went into camp 18 miles from New Creek. Shortly. . 
_ afterward information was brought in that the enemy was pursuing 
and was in force within a few miles of us. Having received orders 


_ from division headquarters to proceed to New Creek as rapidly as 
_ possible, I gave orders to move at 1 a. m., February 1, and arrived 


at this post at 11.30a.m. The column arrived in good condition, 
without casualty or disaster on the way, with the exception of a 
few stragglers that were picked up by the enemy while in a state 
of intoxication. Among these [am sorry to say were Capt. John 


- Rourke, Illinois Light Artillery, and Capt. William 8. Robb, First 


West Virginia Volunteer Infantry. 


On my arrival at this place the Third and Fourth Pennsylvania 


: Reserves, Fourth West Virginia Cavalry, and the Sixth West Vir- 
_ginia Battery were temporarily assigned to my brigade, and in ac- 


- cordance with orders from division headquarters my command, with 


_ the, exception of the Ringgold Battalion and Carlin’s battery, was 
~ moved upon the mountain east of this place called Piano Fort. At 
12 p. m. Captain Greenfield, with 100 of the Ringgold Battalion and 
_ four companies of infantry, moved out on a reconnaissance to Ridge- 


ed Le 


_ ville, where a body of rebel cavalry was supposed to be. 


At daylight, February 2, information was received that the enemy — 


- had evacuated that place the evening before at 7 o’clock. Captain 


Greenfield moved forward to Burlington, and sent back information 


_ that Rosser’s command had left that place the evening before, going 
down Patterson’s Creek. 


In accordance with orders, I sent to Burlington the Third Penn- 


- sylvania Reserves and Lieutenant Kelley’s two howitzers, all under 


e 


command of Major Briner, Third Pennsylvania Reserves. At 4 


p. m. I received orders to move to the same place with the First and 


Fourteenth West Virginia Infantry Regiments, Fourth Pennsyl- 
vania Reserves, and Carlin’s battery, where I was directed to bivouac 


“ and await further orders. On account of delay, caused by bad roads, 


it was after dark when the battery got down from Piano Fort, and 


_ owing to the darkness of the night the command did not reach Bur- 


-lington until 3a. m., February 3. 


At 5 a.m. ascouting party brought information that Rosser had 
left Sheets’ Mill the evening before, and was supposed to have gone 
in the direction of Romney. I immediately moved, forward the cav- 


-alry and one regiment of infantry to Moorefield Junction, where it 
was discovered that the enemy had’ passed in the early part of the 
night. Communication was had with Lieutenant-Colonel Thomp- 


son, commanding General Averell’s cavalry, at Romney, and Lieu- 


Ye er a) a if x » ww To ey Ae ee 


i ORM AN, ee ER 


+ 


40 OPERATIONS IN N. 0. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA, [Cuap. XLV. 


tenant-Colonel Fitz Simmons, of General Sullivan’s command, near 
Springfield, W. Va. I requested them to move at once in pursuit of 
the enemy. : ; 

In the mean time my cavalry had come up with the rear of the 
enemy’s retreating column, who had camped within 4 miles of the 


junction. At 1p. m. Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson’s command (600 _ 


strong) arrived at the junction. Lieutenant-Colonel Fitz Simmons 
with 1,100 cavalry was reported on the way. I at once moved for- 
ward with Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson, the Fourteenth West Vir- 
ginia, Third and Fourth Pennsylvania Reserves, and Carlin’s batter 


being directed to follow. At Purgitsville ] was overtaken by Col. 
James A. Mulligan, commanding division. I then returned to the 
infantry, and went into camp on William Taylor’s farm. 


February 4, at 7.30 a.m., I received orders to move forward as 


rapidly as possible. At Oldfields, the enemy having fallen back 


from vicinity of Moorefield, I received orders to halt and hold my 
command in readiness to return to New Creek. 
February 5, at 6.30 a, m., the column moved and reached Burling- 
ton at 4p. m. and camped for the night. 
February 6, the Fourteenth West Virginia Infantry was directed 


- to remain at Burlington, and with the remainder of the command I 


moved to this place. 
Very respectfully, &c., 
J. THOBURN, 4G 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Lieut. M. J. RussEuu, . 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


’ No. 6. ‘ 
Report of Col. Joseph Snider, Fourth West Virginia Cavalry. 
HEADQUARTERS FourTH WEST VIRGINIA CAVALRY, 
New Creek, W. Va., February 9, 1864. 


Sir: In obedience to your orders I started in command of the 
escort to supply train for the garrison at Petersburg on Friday, Jan- 


-uary 29, 1864. 
On the next morning I received dispatch from Colonel Thoburn . 


requesting me to hurry up the train, stating also that the Twenty- 
third [lhnois Regiment was at the Moorefield Junction. Later in 


the day couriers came back with request from Lieutenant-Colonel 


Quirk to push forward the train. The train was moved forward with 
all possible speed, and proceeded unmolested until we arrived at 
Medley, 23 miles below the Moorefield Junction, when I met Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Quirk, commanding Twenty-third [linois, falling 
back before the advance of the enemy. . Being the ranking officer 
resent, [ assumed command of the forces, and immediately formed 
ine of battle on the right of the road, the Twenty-third Illinois, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Quirk, occupying the left, a detachment of the 
Second Maryland the center, four companies of the Fourth West 
Virginia Cavalry occupying the right. Two companies of the 
Fourth were placed in position on our right flank; also a detachment 
of the Ringgold Battalion, Lieutenant Speer, to prevent, if possible, 
a flank movement by the enemy, which I plainly saw was their ob- 
ject. Two companies of the Fourth were ordered to take position 
on our left flank, to prevent a similar movement by the enemy; and 
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the two remaining companies of the Fourth were placed in rear of 


_ the center, to be used as the exigencies of the engagement might de- 


mand. I had scarcely got my command in position when the enemy 
opened upon us with two pieces of artillery, their infantry advancing 
at the same time, which was met by a galling fire from my front, and 
caused them to fall back. Thrice they attempted the same thing 
with the same results. 
During the engagement in front the enemy was extending their 
flanks, either of which line—front, right, or left—-was longer than 


my entire command. At this crisis I ordered the train to be turned 


and started back, but to my great mortification two of the train-mas- 
ters had fled and all the teamsters with few exceptions. 
The position of my command was becoming perilous. I discoy- 


_ ered that the train must be abandoned in order to save my command 


from capture. I then ordered my men to fall back to an elevation, 


where we reformed line of battle, giving the enemy several volleys, 
which checked their advance. Having foiled the enemy in their 


designs as long as it was possible for my little command to do so, 


_ having fought against great odds for one hour and twenty minutes, to 


E batile. 


save my command from capture I was compelled to order a retreat, 
which [ did, my command leaving the field slowly and in line of 


My entire loss, killed, wounded, and missing, is as follows: Maj. 


N. Goff, jr., Fourth West Virginia Cavalry, captured (horse shot, fell 


on his leg, could not extricate himself); Lieutenant Elliot, slightly 
wounded. Privates killed, 5; wounded, 34; missing, 35. I am con- 
fident the enemy’s loss was much greater than ours. From informa- 


_ tion received since the engagement I am justified in saying that 


the rebel force consisted of Rosser’s command of EKarly’s corps, with 


five pieces of artillery. 
A large proportion of the officers and men behaved admirably. It 


would be invidious to make distinctions, but I cannot omit to men- 
tion the name of Captain Pease, of your staff, who rendered me such 


valuable assistance during the entire engagement. I especially 
recommend him for favorable consideration. 

My report having been delayed for days waiting for report of the 
extent of loss in horses, mules, and wagons, and not yet received, I 


~ have thought it prudent to send in this report without it. 


Tam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; JO. SNIDER, 


Col. 4th W. Va. Cav., Comdg. Escort to Supply Trai. 
Col. JAMES A. MULLIGAN, are 
; Commanding Second Division. 


“ 


No.7. 


. Report of Lieut. Ool. Francis W. Thompson, Siath West Virginia 


Cavalry. 
-Hper® SixtH Reet. West VireiInia VOL. Cav., 
Martinsburg, W. Va., February 27, 1864. 
-Gapratn : I have the honor to submit the following report of the 


- march of detachments of the Fifth and Sixth West Virginia Cavalry 


and three guns of Eiwing’s battery from Martinsburg to Moorefield 


and return. 


On the morning of the 31st day of January I received orders from 
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Col. John H. Oley, commanding the Fourth Division, Department of 


West Virginia, to take command of a detachment of 240 men of 


the Sixth West Virginia Cavalry and 170 of the Fifth West Vir- — 


ginia Cavalry,'and proceed to Winchester, there to join forces from 


‘Harper’s Ferry and receive orders from General Sullivan as to fur- 
ther movements. I arrived at Winchester about 9 p. m., received 
orders from General Sullivan to march immediately to Cedar Creek, 
and at daylight to occupy Strasburg, which was done promptly, 


after driving about 16 rebel pickets from Cedar Creek; then we 
marched to Wardensville by sundown that day, joining forces from 
Harper’s Ferry at Wardensville, the senior officer taking ‘command, 


to push the enemy vigorously and recapture the train taken near — 


Burlington. : 
On arriving at Hoff Gate I received orders to march by the nearest 
practicable route to Romney, as the enemy were at Green Spring. 


We marched until 2 a.m. ; stopped to feed 7 miles west of Winchester, | 
on the Northwestern road ; started at 7 a. m.; arrived at Romney 2 


a m., joining Lieutenant-Colonel Fitz Simmons, in command of 


troops from Harper’s Ferry, comprising about 1,250 men and three 


pieces of artillery. Colonel Fitz Simmons was sent to the Wire Bridge 
over the South Branch of the Potomac, 7 miles below Romney, with 


-about 900 men and three pieces of artillery, to hold the bridge and 


send a heavy advance toward Green Spring to find the course the 
enemy would take. Atthis time the rebels were holding Mechanics- 
burg Gap, 2 miles from Romney, on the Northwestern road. The 


_ gap was held by infantry from General Early’s command. Learn- 


ing that Rosser had passed up the South Branch Valley between 


_ Romney and New Creek, I started the command on the Northwest- 
~~ ern pike to join Colonel Thoburn’s command, which I was informed 


was at the junction of Moorefield and Northwestern pikes, 7 miles 
from Romney. I arrived there at 2 p. m., joined Colonel Mulligan, 
who assumed command and marched up the valley above Moore- 
field, returning to the junction of the pike with the Northwestern 


road. Received verbal orders from Colonel Mulligan to only report 
up to the time I joined his command, and after I left it arrived 4$ 
miles east of Romney, encamped for the night; then marched to 


within 2 miles of Winchester, encamped for the night; arrived at 
Martinsburg. No casualties to-report. 
Iam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. W. THOMPSON, 
Lieut, Col., Comdg. Sixth Regiment W. Va. Vol. Cav. 
Capt. WiLL Rumsgy, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 8. 


nee ee 


Report of General Robert E. Lee, C. 8. Army, commanding Army . 


of Northern Virginia. 

ORANGE CourtT-Housks, February 6, 1864. 
_ On the 30th ultimo General Rosser captured a train of 93 wagons 
loaded with commissary stores and forage, on way from New Creek 
to Petersburg, 300 mules, 20 prisoners. The guard of 800 infantry 
escaped to the mountains. Our loss, 25 killed and wounded. In- 
formation of the advance upon Petersburg having been received, the 
garrison evacuated it during the night. Onthe 2d Rosser destroyed 


the bridges over Patterson’s Creek and North Branch of Potomac. 
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_ and canal, and captured 40 prisoners. Two hundred and seventy- 
eight prisoners, 50 wagons and teams, 1,200 cattle, and 500 sheep 
have been brought off.. General Rosser has shown great energy 
- and skill, and his command deserves great credit. 
; R. E. LEE. 
General 8. CoopEr. 


ORANGE Court-HovuskE, February 6, 1864. 


Please correct my- dispatch of to-day. General Early reported 
_ only 78 prisoners ; there was error in the telegraph. 
R. E. LEE. 


General S. CoopEr. 


No. 9. 


. Report of Maj. Gen. Jubal A. Early, C. 8. Army, commanding 
Valley District. ( 


New Market, February 6, 1864. 


GENERAL: On January 28, leaving Imboden’s and Walker’s bri- 
gades near Mount Jackson to guard the valley, I moved from this 

_ place with Rosser’s brigade, Thomas’ brigade, all the effective men 
_ of Gilmor’s and McNeill’s Partisan Rangers, and four pieces of Mc- 
Clanahan’s battery, toward Moorefield, in Hardy. I arrived at 

_ Moorefield with Rosser’s brigade and the artillery on the 29th, and 
early next morning (the 30th) Rosser was sent to intercept a train 
on.its way from New Creek to Petersburg and get between the garri- 
son at the latter place and the railroad. After cutting through a 


heavy blockade on the mountain between the South Branch and _ 


_Patterson’s Creek, which was defended by a regiment, Rosser suc- 

ceeded in reaching and capturing the train after a short fight with its 
- guard, which consisted of over 800 infantry and a small body of 
_ cavalry, all under Colonel Snider. The guard for the train broke 
and run to the mountains, and only a few prisoners were captured. 

Rosser’s loss in killed and wounded was about 25 and the enemy’s 

much heavier. Ninety-three loaded wagons were captured, but the 
teams from forty-two of them were run off by the drivers during 
the fight, and being considerably smashed, these wagons were burnt. 

Fifty wagons with their teams were brought off, one having been 
- overturned in the night and broken to pieces, so as to be useless. 
- The wagons were loaded with commissary stores and forage, but as 
' the wagons crossed the mountain: from Patterson’s Creek to Moore- 
\ field in the night a great deal of the loading was thrown out by the 
- drivers, and much of it was plundered before steps could be taken 
- to secure it. After the train was captured Rosser moved toward 
~ Petersburg and got possession of the roads from Petersburg down 
_Patterson’s Creek and through Greenland Gap, and the same even- 


ing Thomas’ brigade arrived at Moorefield and was crossed over the | 


South Branch to within 10 miles of Petersburg. 

Early next morning both forces moved upon Petersburg, but on 
arriving there it was found that the enemy had evacuated during 
the night, taking a mountain road to the head of New Creek through 
a pass where it was impracticable to follow him, especially as there 
was a dense fog, rendering it difficult to discern objects at a short 

‘distance. The works at Petersburg were found to be very strong, 
with a ditch around them and very strong abatis. There were 
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large bomb-proof shelters, and appearances indicated that a good 
deal of work had been done lately. The works were destroyed 


as far as practicable, and some commissary stores and forage and — 


about 13,000 cartridges were secured. Thomas’ brigade was then 
marched back to Moorefield, and Rosser was sent down Patterson’s 
Creek to collect cattle and cut the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. He 
reached the road onthe 2d at the mouth of Patterson’s Creek and 
destroyed the bridge over that creek, and partially destroyed the 
bridge over the North Branch of the Potomac. He also destroyed » 
another bridge over the canal, and a lock of the canal itself. 

In the mean time a considerable cavalry force had made its appear- 
ance at Romney, and Rosser returned to Moorefield, which place he 
reached on the 3d with a number of cattle and sheep. McNeill 
crossed over to the eastern ridge of the Alleghany and brought off 
_ over 300 cattle. 

After Rosser’s return I gave orders for the troops, trains, &c., to 
start back early next morning, as we had accomplished all we then 
could, and accordingly everything but the cavalry was in motion 
very soon, and after Thomas’ brigade had gone about 4 miles from 
Moorefield a considerable force of the enemy’s cavalry with some ar- 
tillery made its appearance below Moorefield, on the road from Rom- 
ney. I ordered Thomas’ brigade to be brought back toward Moore- 
field and Rosser to retire through Moorefield, and taking a position 
on the South Fork of the North Branch I awaited the approach of the 
enemy until after 12 o’clock, when, he showing no disposition to 
attack, but contenting himself with maneuvering very cautiously, and 
Rosser’s cavalry being too much reduced in numbers to attack the 
enemy’s cavalry, which was in view and largely exceeded his own in 
numbers, I resumed my march back without molestation from the 
enemy, crossing over to Lost River that night, and the next day 
(the 5th) to this valley. <A large portion of the cavalry force which 
appeared at Moorefield went from Martinsburg and Charleston a 
brigade under Colonel Fish having lately been sent to the lower 
valley. I have been informed that a force ofs infantry was follow- 
ing the cavalry, but I am not certain of this. I did not think it pru- 
dent to leave the trains and cattle to the risk of capture while I was 


being amused by cavalry at Moorefield, and I therefore moved back, ~ 


according to my original purpose. 

We brought off the 50 captured wagons with their teams, 1,200 
cattle, 500 sheep, 78 prisoners (1 major, 3 captains, and 74 enlisted 
men), and some commissary stores. We got all the cattle we could. 
Many persons ran off their cattle to Maryland, and a number of 
those brought off will not answer for beef at present. We could have 
got as many sheep as we wanted, but they could not be driven. 
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We found the people of Moorefield and the adjoining valley very — 


true to our cause, and exceedingly kind and hospitable to our men. 
I think the enemy will hardly occupy Petersburg again; andif he 
does not, as soon as things get quiet some more cattle can be gotten.” 
Very respectfully, 
J. A. EARLY, 


Major-General. 
General R. EK. Lez. ‘ 


T understand that the operator here made amistake and telegraphed 
that we had brought off 278 prisoners, which is just 200 more than 
we did get. It should have been 78. 


J. A. E 
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[Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS, February 11, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded to the honorable Secretary of War, to 
whom the conduct of General Early and General Rosser and their 
troops is commended, 
R. E. LEE, 


= ae : General. 


—————— 


No. 10. 


_ Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas L. Rosser, C. S. Army, commanding 


expedition. 
Hpars. Rosser’s Bricapn, February 9, 1864. 
Mayor: On the morning of the 28th ultimo, in obedience to an 


order from Maj. Gen. J. A. Early, I moved my brigade anda battery of 


yh 


four pieces of General Imboden’s in direction of Moorefield, Hardy 
County, where I arrived early on the evening of the 30th [29th]. The 


infantry having failed to get up. [spent the remainder of the day in 


constructing bridges across the South and North Forks of the South 
Branch, and early on the morning of the 31st [30th] moved my com- 
mand across the mountain in the direction of Patterson’s Creek, upon 
which I had been informed by reliable scouts was a large supply train 


- encamped, destined for Petersburg. In crossing the mountain I 


encountered, when in about 2 miles of the creek, a regiment of in- 
fantry blockading the road by felling trees across it, and by digging 


_ itaway when constructed upon the side of a hill, &c. By dismounting 
-_a few men I soon dislodged them and drove them eutirely through 


the gap. The obstructions were soon removed by the pioneers of 


the brigade, and the road reconstructed where it had been dug 


away. The brigade then fairly through, I pressed vigorously upon 
the onely who was then retiring in the direction of Williamsport 
to meet the 


train, which was then moving up. Upon my approach 


_ his wagons were parked and all dispositions made to meet my attack. 


The enemy’s force (I have since learned numbered 1,100 men), I saw 


— ata glance, was much larger than my own. I dismounted 300 or 400. 


‘men, and with the remainder in the saddle I charged him front, flank, 


and rear. The first onset was repulsed, but one piece of my artillery 
coming up (the enemy having none), my troops were much elated by 


this seeming advantage, and I charged him again, which was very suc- 
_ cessful, driving him into the mountains and giving me possession of - 


the entire train of 95 wagons and teams, excepting a few of the latter 
that were cut away during the fight and run off, and the regiment I 
sent to occupy the road in rear of the train failing to get up in time, 
these mules and a few ambulances were allowed to escape. ‘ 
The conduct of my men on this occasion entitles them to their 
country’s gratitude. Indeed, I believe it is the first instance during 


_ this war where cavalry attacked successfully a superior force of in- 


fantry. I lost in the action 24 men killed and wounded. The ene- 


~ my’s acknowledged loss in killed and wounded was 80. I captured 


40 prisoners, 2 captains and 1 major. Thetrain, which was heavily 


loaded with commissary stores (bacon, rice, coffee, sugar, &c.), was 


turned over to General Early. Many of the wagons, however, had 


_to be destroyed in consequence of the want of mules to bring them 
~ off, a number having been killed in the action and others ridden off 
_ by the fleeing enemy. 


place left almost all his baggage and a large supply of provisions, 


- one engine, all the property belonging to the road, the bridge for the 


_ or 600 sheep, 95 wagons, and 80 prisoners. Only fifty of the wagons 
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On the morning of the 1st I moved into Petersburg, the enemy 
having escaped upon one of the back roads, which it was impossible 
for me to guard with my small force. The enemy in evacuating this _ 


which fell into the hands of my men, : 
From this place I proceeded, in obedience to instructions from — 


General Early, down Patterson’s Creek, with the view of driving 


out the cattle, and for this purpose I sent Major Gilmor’s and Cap- 
tain McNeill’s commands, under the command of the latter, into the 
Alleghany Mountains, and placed one regiment in Mechanicsville 


_ Gap to prevent Averell, whom I expected from Martinsburg, from 


getting between me and General Early. I then pressed down the 
creek to its mouth, at which place there was a guard of one com- 


- pany, which I captured, and 1 destroyed here the railroad bridges 


across Patterson’s Creek, the Potomac, and canal. I also destroyed 


pike across the canal, and one canal-lock. Learning that the enemy 
was in Romney in considerable force, and that he was struggling for - 
the gap at which my regiment was posted, I abandoned the idea of 
going to Cumberland and turned back in direction of Moorefield, 


evading the enemy, who had forced the gap and got in my rear, and 
brought out safely all my prisoners and cattle. : 


Upon the expedition I captured 1,200 or 1,300 head of cattle, 500 | 


were saved and brought to the valley. Everything else is now safe 
in the valley. 
lam, major, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. L. ROSSER, 
f Brigadier-General. 
Maj. H. B. McCLELLAN, ; 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Stuarts Cavalry Corps. 


[First indorsement.] 


Hpagrs. Cav. Corps, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, | 
April 7, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

The bold and successful enterprise herein reported furnishes addi- 
tional proofs of General Rosser’s merit as a commander, and adds 
fresh laurels to that veteran brigade so signalized for valor already. 

. J. BicB. STUART, 
Major-General. 
{Second indorsement.] 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 19, 1864,“ 
Respectfully forwarded for the information of the War Depart-_ 


- ment. 
ft General Rosser acquitted himself with great credit in this expedi- — 
1on. ; 
R. E. LEER, 
General. 


[Third indorsement.] 


May 4, 1864, 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL : é 


Noted, General Rosser exhibited both judgment and valor, and. ~ 


accomplished valuable results in this expedition, 
Os VA pe 
Secretary. 
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EXPEDITION AGAINST NEW BERNE, N, ©. mee 
JANUARY 28-FEBRUARY 10, 1864. Expedition against New Berne, N. C. 
, SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL KVENTS. 


_ Feb. 1, 1864,—Skirmish at Batchelder’s Creek. 
2, 1864. Skirmish at Gales’ Creek. 
Skirmish at Bogue Sound Block-house. 
Skirmish at Newport Barracks. 
02 Capture of the U.S. steamer Underwriter. 
: 6, 1864.—Skirmish near Newport Barracks. 


Bo REPORTS-* 


_ No. 1,—Capt. Jesse Merrill, U. S. Signal Corps, chief signal officer, Department 
of Virginia and South Carolina. : 
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Innis N. Palmer, U. 8. Army, commanding District of North 
ab Carolina. mi 
_ No. 3.—Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. 8. Army, commanding District of North 
ms! Carolina, 


- No. 4,—Col. Peter J. Claassen,/One hundred and thirty-second New,York Infantry, | 


vs _ commanding outposts, &c. 
No, 5.—Col. James: W.Savage, Twelfth New York Cavalry. 
No. 6.—Capt. Ira Winans, Ninety-ninth New York Infantry. 


No. %—Capt. Charles G. Smith, One hundred and thirty-second New York In- 


fantry. 


No. 8,—Col. James Jourdan, One hundred and fifty-eighth New York Infantry, 


commanding Sub-district of Beaufort. 
* No. 9.—Lieut. Col. Valentine G. Barney, Ninth Vermont Infantry. 


No. 10.—Maj.Gen. William H. C. Whiting, C. 8. Army, commanding at Wilming- | 


ton, N.C. 
No. 11.—Brig. Gen. James G. Martin, C. 8. Army, commanding brigade. 


x No. 12.—Maj. Gen. George E. Pickett, C. S. Army, commanding Department of. 


North Carolina. 

No. 13.—Brig. Gen. Robert F. Hoke, C. 8. Army, commanding brigade. 

No. 14.—Brig. Gen. Seth M. Barton, C.'S. Army, commanding brigade. 

No. 15.—Brig. Gen. Thomas L. Clingman, C. $8, Army, commanding brigade. 
No. 16.—Col. John Taylor Wood, C. 8. Army. 
a 5) No. 1. 
Report of Capt. Jesse Merrill, U. 8. Signal. Corps, chief signal offi- 

cer, Department of Virginia and North Carolina. 


\ 
x F 


= 


HEADQUARTERS SIGNAL CORPS, 

: : Fort Monroe, Va., February 27, 1864. 

.~  Masor: In accordance with a general order from the Signal Offi- 

cer of the Army, directing that in every engagement with the enemy 
in which officers and men of the Signal Corps take part, a report of 
their operations be made by the chief signal officer to the command- 
ing general of the department or army, I would respectfully submit 
the following as to the operations of the detachment of the corps in 

the District of North Carolina in the recent attack upon New Berne. 

_ This report is made up from the reports of Lieutenants Thayer, 


: 
¥ 


} 
' 
, 
e 
7 


* For reports of Acting Rear Admiral §. P. Lee, Commander Henry K. Dayen- 
port, and other U. S. naval. officers,see Annual Report of the Secretary of the 
Navy, December 5, 1864, 
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Knox, Carpenter, and Craft, the first-named being in charge of the 
detachment. i ; : : 
For some time previous to the attack a line of signals, connecting 
~allof the important points on the line of our outposts between _the 
‘Trent and Washington roads with the headquarters of the officer 
commanding the outposts at Batchelder’s Creek, was in operation. 
Unfortunately on the morning the attack was made a dense fog” 
prevailed and prevented any communication during the first attack 
on the right of our line from Batchelder’s Creek to Beech Grove. 
The disappearance of the fog during the latter part of the morning 
made it possible to transmit a few important messages, showing 


a 
ae a 


ee a a 


dvaeiiR - aiding eps 


what might have been done under more favorable circumstances. — 


If our line of signals could have been worked during the whole morn- 
ing itis thought the command at Beech Grove could have been saved, 
-as then timely notice could have been given them of the evacuation 
of Neuse road bridge, and enabled them to reach the point at which 


the road leading to Neuse road bridge intersects the Washington — 


road before the enemy had pushed his column to this point. 


Previous to the evacuation of Batchelder’s Creek, word was sent _ 


by signals and signal telegraph (which, by order of Major-General 
Peck, was in charge of Lieutenant Thayer) to the left of the line of 
outposts to retire. Colonel Claassen, who commanded the.outposts, 
_has since expressed the opinion that, this line of communication 
enabled him to save his entire left wing from capture. 

After the concentration of our forces within the defenses of New 
Berne communication, maintained as it had been previously from 
the headquarters of the commanding general with Fort Anderson 
on the north side of the Neuse River and Fort Gaston on the south 


side of the Trent River, was opened with Fort Totten by means of | 


the signal telegraph. 
Officers and enlisted men, when it was necessary, were stationed 


ee ee ee ee ee ae ee 


on board of the gun-boats and picket-boats in the Neuse and Trent — 


_ Rivers, and kept continual communication with the general com- 


manding until the end of the siege. Many important messages were — 


sent over these lines, and valuable service rendéred. The officers 


and men, as far as my reports show, performed their whole duty, 3 


and remained faithfully at their stations, though necessarily much 
exposed. Three enlisted men were missing, 1 of whom was reported 
killed, but from information since obtained it is probable he isa 
prisoner. 

I would respectfully ask that in future part of my command be 
allowed to accompany any expedition in or from this department 


against the enemy. They would probably be able to keep up com- — 


munication between different parts of the force. If this could not 
be done they could be usefully employed in another and perhaps the 
most important duty of a signal officer in an active army, that of 
reconnoitering and finding the position and strength of the enemy. 
[ append to this report a map* showing the position of our station 
and our line of communication. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JESSE MERRILL, | 

Capt. and Chief Signal Officer Dept. of Va. and N. C. 

Maj. R. 8S. Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. : 


* Not found, 
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_ Reports of Brig. Gen. Innis N. Palmer, U. 8S. Army, commanding 
ae District of North Carolina. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District or NortH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., February 1, 1864—8 p. m. 

- Masor: At an early hour this morning our outposts at Batchel- 
' der’s Creek were attacked by the enemy, represented by deserters 
\ and prisoners as being in force about 15,000, consisting of Hoke’s 
brigade (of Karly’s division) and Pickett’s entire division. It being 
_ impracticable to make an adequate defense at the point of attack, 
' the small force at the outposts fell back upon the defenses of New 
_ Berne in very good order, destroying their camps and abandoning 
_ but few stores, and with a loss of from 50 to 100 men and one section 
_ of light artillery. 
One regiment of infantry has been ordered up from Morehead, and 
our forces are so disposed as to make us confident of successful resist- 
~ ance, although, of course, less so than if our garrison were in strength 
’ one-third or one-half that of the enemy. The effective force at my 

disposal for the defense of this point is about 3,500, and upon this I 
shall be compelled to rely, as the distance and my limited means of 
transportation render it impossible to re-enforce from Plymouth, and 
the force in the other sub-districts is meager. Almost simultaneously 
_ with the attack I have mentioned the enemy advanced upon the south 
side of the Trent, in what force it is difficult to estimate, and were 
‘handsomely repulsed. 


sn semepae ine 


on 


head, but I have information that the enemy is near the railroad 
_ with the probable intention of cutting it. The commanding officer 
_ of the Sub-district of Beaufort is fully aware of the situation, and, as 
-amatter of course, no effort or vigilance will be spared to prevent | 
_ interference with the road. 

~ «JT remain, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

I. N. PALMER, 
5 Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. R. 8. Davis, ; 

a Assistant Adjutant-General. 

_ Since writing the above information has reached headquarters that — 
_ the section of artillery supposed to have fallen into the enemy’s hands » 
is at Beech Grove, and may be preserved, although the enemy is 
pipetween it and us. 


New BERNE, N. C., February 2, 1864. 


' Masor: Since my dispatch of last evening by hand of Lieutenant 
McVey, aide-de-camp, no material change in the situation has oc- 
-eurred. Skirmishing in my front continues, but it is hardly possible 
*to judge confidently of the enemy’s intentions or of his numbers. 
‘Fatigue parties are employed in strengthening my works, and the 
able-bodied citizens and negroes have been armed. Colonel Jourdan, 
‘commanding Sub-district of Beaufort, reports that his lines at Gales 
“Creek and Bogue Sound block-houses are attacked by an unknown 
“force of cavalry and artillery. I have sent some light artillery to 
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Up to this time communication has been maintained with More- _ hi 
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the two Connecticut regiments I will let them go (if I remain in 
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his support by the railroad, which is thus far unmolested, and shall 
endeavor to co-operate with him by every measure consistent with — 
the development of circumstances. . and 
Some hours before daybreak this morning the navy gun-boat Un- 
derwriter, which had been placed, at my suggestion, in an advanced 
position in the Upper Neuse, was boarded by several armed boats’ 
crews, numbering about 200, and after a brief resistance taken pos- 
session of. So soon asthe fact was made known by some of the crew, 
who swam ashore, all our guns that could be brought to bear opened 
upon her, and in a short time she was discovered to be aground and 
in flames, though whether fired by the rebels or by our own shells is 
unknown. She ig totally destroyed, and, without venturing to fix 
the responsibility for her capture, I may say that it appears to me 
utterly inexcusable. By her loss we are left with but two inferior 4 
navy boats, the Commodore Hull and the Lockwood, although Ihave _ 
endeavored to supply the deficiency in some measure by arming and 
manning the dispatch-boat Allison and ferry-boat Eagle, placing two 
guns upon each. , @ 
I. N. PALMER, 7 
| Brigadier-General. % 
. Maj. R. 8. Davis, | 3 
Assistant Adjutant-General. ; 
: 


' New Berne, N. ©., February 2, 1864. 


GENERAL: Yesterday, at 3a. m., the enemy attacked our outposts 
in large force, and forced them to retire, with some loss. Atthe — 
same time an attack all along the line of the railroad from here to 
Morehead was commenced, and I have just heard of the fall of New-— 
port, and that the enemy is in possession of the railroad. The attack- — 


_Early’s division, besides a great proportion of cavalry and artillery, 


in all probably four or five times our force here. Last night the ~ 
Underwriter was boarded, captured, and burned in the Neuse River, _ 
opposite Fort Anderson. I am now cut off from the coast and liable — 
to have batteries established on the river at any hour, and thus cut 
off altogether. My force here is in good heart and all within the in- 
trenchments, and we can make a good fight, but we must have all 
the force I can get without detriment to other portions of the com- 
mand. If, therefore, you are not fearful of any disaster to your own 
command you are directed to send me to this place the two regiments 
of Connecticut troops lately sent to you, and you are directed to 
request Captain Flusser, or the senior naval officer at Plymouth, to 
send one or two large gun-boats here to assist in keeping the river 
open. General Butler has been apprised of all this matter, and I. 
resume he will take some ‘measures to relieve me and_to re-estab- 
ish our old lines. I can hardly think that you can be disturbed by 
any large force while the enemy is working here, and I think that a 
portion of your force can be directed to this point. The furlough- 
men will be obliged to wait until this present press is over. Weare 
engaged all around the lines all the time. I expect to make a stout 
resistance and to succeed in thwarting the enemy. If you think it 
advisable to send me a thousand of the furlough-men in. lieu of. 


i 
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~ ing force is large, said to be Pickett’s division and Hoke’s brigade of — 
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_ command) as soon as this siege is raised. Please do not fail to rep- 


_ resent this matter to Captain Flusser. I have no idea where Captain | 


Davenport isnow. He has been away from here for some time. 
! Very respectfully and hastily, your obedient servant, 
. I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Brigadier-General WESSELLS, 
Commanding Sub-district of the Albemarle. 


I 


[Indorsement, ] 


SUB-DISTRICT OF THE ALBEMARLE, 
Plymouth, N. C., February 3, 1864—4 p. m. 


_ Respectfully forwarded for the information of department head- 
- quarters. . 

The Southfield and Whitehead left this place last night for New 

Berne ; the Miami at daylight this morning for Washington, at 

- the urgent request of Colonel McChesney, as he feared an attempt to 

cut him off from below was likely to be made. The Fifteenth Con- 

necticut Volunteers are now preparing to embark for New Berne. 


I can learn thus far of no indications to attack this place, but the | 


movements of the enemy are secret, and it is impossible for me to 

divine their intentions. It will be seen that I am weak, having too 
_ few men to cover the lines, and but two small gun-boats—Seymour 

and Bombshell—without heavy guns. I fave relied on the large 

gun-boats for their flanking fire on my right and left. I now rely 
more on the distance from railway and the impoverished condition 
- of the country as a preventive for sending an overwhelming force to 
this point. A small one I do not fear. 

H. W. WESSELLS, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding. 


Notr.—The supply of breadstuff is very small here, and should 


communication with New Berne be interrupted, it must come from | 


Fort Monroe. I can do for ten days yet, but expect to diminish the 


rations. 


New Berne, February 2, 1864—5.15 p. m. 


+ MajJor: I am just informed by telegraph thatthe post of Newport 
fis attacked, and I think it will fall. The rebels have the railroad 
now between Newport and Morehead City. The post of Evans’ Mill 
is also surrounded, and our little forces at these points will no doubt 
‘be defeated, as the opposing numbers are much the largest. Colonel 

Jourdan still has Morehead City, but he may be forced to evacuate 
‘it and retire to Fort Macon. As long as we can keep the river open 
-to its mouth we are well enough off here, but we have no means of 
‘keeping the river clear. I must now take to digging more, and hold 
on and do my best. I think I shall bring two regiments here from 
Plymouth, and ask the senior naval officer there to come here with 
one or two large gun-boats. Could not a few of them come here 
from Fort Monroe? You will perceive that this attack by the enemy 
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ig made simultaneously along a line of nearly 50 miles. I write — 
hurriedly, and I do not wish to detain the steamer, which is now — 
ready to leave. i at ei 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, (nae 
I. N. PALMER, 
j Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Maj. R. 8. Davis, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


-  Masor: By direction of the commanding general I inclose the — 
within statement of the condition of the subsistence department at — 
‘New Berne; also of Morehead City, Beaufort, and Fort Macon. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
» J. A. JUDSON,’ co 

Assistant Adjutant-General. a 

{Inclosure No. 1.] 


iy Witte JANUARY 31, 1864. © 
Rations on hand at Morehead City, including Forts Macon and 
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ae ‘Beaufort : 
Bs i Rations, — 
RE Ward DLCAG | OE, 5 een y ww septs oft» see ee a tie widiale coe'e naisisige pele Alain abe 25,000 — 
a BRUNE BMESCAATIS ghee tals ih SP Ue PRN ARM Sn AR cael a CASSEL ps clnset cee oma eens re ete 10, 000° 
Rai BRAG OU ee A tie le La taigt afb Sicko bho SORE eRe ION EOE AG HELE SHAME sea eS 10, 000 — 
ies! BN Py area No aN Ao IID oD at ela oA AE ot bel od Mapa hel sheers task BV ar ele ie aM NE eee ga 5, 000 
4 Sih g? Nig PEN US dia RE MR de MIE Leal aes Oi Yat om rou EMA (SI Ht Fac Cae) os Mine 11, 000 
Ret AV RTIO OETA sic ik ether SM NG MOS cle a CON Aa case) et i aR Cea 6, 000 
hare aes OETA IS AN Ae ie a tee eI Nae MR eMC i asa cr tah kre Ta 1, 000 
Mtolddses iit OK kool toed a0 Spee aM ce, a eee 20,000 — 
MATEO GALOGG 5 Aico toca ee Pe re ok pcre Le ON aler ue oalelle OsTeta Nees kere oh Mb eke PERL aU 3, 000 
; JOS. A. GOLDTHWAIT, 
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence. 
[Inclosure No, 2.] : 
FEBRUARY 2, 1864. 
Rations on hand at New Berne, approximately : 
d : / Rations. — 
DE eats oat ci cial fa sare atgte Se Sole SIE Gee CLAS a ore LU Oe aera 687, 000 
TB) zetsYolsiq Wl ss) Osey a on Mies ens Per ise Srk M  O A 8 cd Stet Eo ahote 456, 000 
Olle So). cccin ost taht are) = (Ott cle lh sedan ciate lh bel otale gO Rehan 2 ae botany 340, 000 
ero oe nN Nee ie als REIN shales Chee Pa ea ele cd eaten ga ea 578,000 
ET Sy SANDING NS SA DORA B Mare O80 Sats ba A aGae COB AD Me Gaabon hs oeclod« 6 198, 000 
SBOAMIS erg Wiles tones a's, u's nis Sheletsje tis wie m eiche a) ceaterone tela tal Stat Atay ge eyaty era ee 40, 
IBLE slays aes fo PO en Rae pera CMe mg MADER ub ae ANd | Ske ae aia aba Rr 70, 000 
Picea wns). Ne NIN oe ate nate adele Oe: L hoUNG ual Me, aes ee aa 
Pred VP Oba bles A aii cls Ad ptelbwictalag we hiccg tig Geb e mee inale eM cpa ke 556, 000 - 
RA Om RE BGs Soe ols aid Seascalk ath Moseue cos cing tints MRL RATA pisces ge al 213,000. 
\ JOS. A. GOLDTHW AIT, 
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence. — 
{ Pe 


New Berne, N. C., February 3, 1864—8 p.m. 

Masor: My last communication to you concerning the state of af-_ 
fairs at this place was addressed to you yesterday at 5p.m. Atthat_ 
hour the communication with Morehead City by telegraph was in-~ 
terrupted, and the telegraph operator at Newport reported the rebels - 
on the railroad at that place. I was in communication with the sta- 
tions Croatan and Havelock until 10 p. m. yesterday, at which time 
I ordered the commands at those points to this place, as the post at 
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- Evans’ Mill was about to be attacked ; and, if carried, the commands 
at the stations mentioned would have been jeopardized. The com- 
“mands came safely. At midnight the rebel force, under the imme- 
diate command of General Pickett, commenced to retire toward Kin- 
ston, They had been immediately in front of Fort Totten, appar-. 
ently making preparations: for an attack during the day. I only 
- directed firing upon them when they were in plain view. ‘The firing 
was excellent, and whenever they appeared they were forced to 
retire immediately. On the south side of Trent River the same 
thing occurred. I had placed all the forces there under the command 
of Colonel Amory, of the Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers. I 
‘was not surprised when I discovered they had retired, although I 
certainly thought with their large force they would make a strong ° 
effort to capture this place. I have never had any fears as to my 
_ ability to hold the position, and in writing to you of affairs here, I 
have merely wished to keep the commanding general posted as to 
the actual condition of affairs; not to request re-enforcements, ex- 
cept so much as to re-establish our communication with Morehead 
City, and to keep the river clear in case the rebels commenced to 
erect batteries on its banks. To-morrow I hope to open the com-: 
munication with the coast.. To-day I have followed up the retreat- 
ing force with cavalry on the Neuse road toward Kinston, and on 
the other side of the Trent River toward Pollocksville. They appear 
to be making for Kinston, but I am still on the watch for them from. 
anew quarter. 
_ The force here is in good shape. I have armed a very respectable 
force of negroes, and we arein a good situation to stand a siege. At 
the first attack on our force at the Neuse bridge we lost 1 officer 
killed and 3 wounded. A few non-commissioned officers and pri- 
-vates were also killed and wounded. At this point the rebels suf- 
fered considerably, and amony the killed was Colonel Shaw, of the ia 
-Kighth North Carolina Volunteers. I made every effort to relieve Pak 3, 
‘the section of artillery reported as lost in my communication of the As 
Ist instant. This section, with two companies as support, was sent 
‘to the support of a company of North Carolina loyal troops at Beech 
Grove, some 9 miles from here. The rebels came down the Neuse 
road so rapidly that they got in rear of the force at the Grove, and | 
yesterday afternoon they sent two regiments and three pieces of ar- 
tillery against them and captured them. The most of the North 
‘Carolina troops, I am happy to say, escaped. 
__ Deserters have been coming in all day, mostly from North Caro- 
tina regiments, some few from Virginia and Georgia regiments. 
‘From them I got the following list of the forces brought against 
‘me, all under command of General George HK. Pickett: Pickett’s 
‘division, consisting of the three brigades of Kemper, Corse, and ae 
-Armistead’s old brigade ; the brigades of Clingman, Hoke, Ransom, ie 
‘and Barton ; sixteen pieces of artillery, formerly under Major Dear- n 
‘ing, but now under Major Read ; two or three regiments of cavalry Bie 
(one of them Baker’s); in all, probably about 15,000. 
_ Icannot at this time give any correct account of the losses in the 
Sub-district of Beaufort, but hope to communicate with Colonel Jour- 
‘dan to-morrow, and to send complete reports to your office soon. ‘ 
Bi I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
a I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General, 


‘ Maj. R. S. Davis, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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New Berne, N. C., February 4, 1864—3.15 p.m. 
Masor: Since my communication of yesterday several gun-boats — 
have arrived, and in case of attempt to erect batteries on the river — 
we have sufficient force, I think, to put a stop to them. TF have been . 
feeling my way down to the coast by the railroad to-day. The rebels 
have been hovering along the track, but as yet I have heard of but _ 
little damage done by them. I have sent a force to Croatan, 10 miles 
from here, and I hope soon to have communication along the whole 4 
line. The force of the rebels on the opposite side of the Neuse River — 
was three regiments of infantry, four pieces of artillery, and 500 : 
cavalry, sent there, as 1am informed by some deserters who have — 
a come in, for the purpose of capturing the force at Forts Anderson ; 
-_ and Chase, in the event of the capture of the post of New Berne. — 
a There is a rumor that, the enemy is still in large force at Newport, “a 


é 4 . 11 miles from Morehead, but I doubt it. 
Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, og 


ot 

Brigadier-General. 

Maj. R. S. Davis, ; j 
Assistant Adjutant-General. i 

ty — oe) 
Ba New Berne, N. C., February 5, 1864.- 


GENERAL: I am directed by Brigadier-General Palmer, command- ~ 
ing, to express to you his thanks for your prompt and generous com- & 
pliance with his request for re-enforcements from your command. ~ 
The Fifteenth Connecticut, Colonel Upham, was reported at these — 
headquarters about 9 o’clock last evening. Appearances favor the — 
conclusion that the enemy has retired from this vicinity, and should — 
this prove to be the case your troops will be returned so soon as we ~ 

+ feel secure. In the mean time information from you will be atten- © 
tively awaited, and the general will hold himself in readiness to re- — 
aa spond to any demands you may feel called upon to make. General — 
Butler states that two regiments from each division of Lee’s army, — 
a in all about 8,000 men, had been sent into North Carolina, and is of — 

the opinion that this constituted the entire force in our front; but 
43 our information is positive that Pickett’s entire division from Ten- ~ 
/- nessee was also here, the whole force being under Pickett’s command. — 
‘fine We have deserters and prisoners from all Pickett’s brigades. IfGen- — 
ae eral Butler’s information is accurate the enemy must have been in — 
5: stronger force than we had believed. We are now reconnoitering — 
, the line of the railroad toward Morehead, in which direction there 
e are still traces of the enemy. a 
We have no reliable information that Washington ts threatened ; - 
should such be the case we may have to spare some of our troops in ~ 
. that direction. a 
I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ENJ. B. FOSTER, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Brigadier-General WrsSELLS, 
Commanding Sub-district of the Albemarle. 


New Berne, N. C., February 7, 1864. 
MaJor: Since my last communication to you the Spaulding has 
arrived at Morehead, and the Twenty-first Connecticut are doing — 
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~ good service in the Sub-district of Beaufort. The enemy left the 


vicinity of New Berne, as I informed you in my last, and scouts, 


_ which have been kept busy, report them as apparently returning by 


the different routes to Kinston. . 
The force of the enemy that attacked Newport are, however, still 


~ hovering in that vicinity. Iwill remark here that the enemy did 


not succeed in getting any of our artillery at Newport, and am told 
our losses in men in Colonel Jourdan’s command will probably be in 


_ the vicinity of 50. The enemy left one iron gun in the neighbor- ” 
_ hoodof Newport, which we can make serviceable. Working parties 
_ have been very busy in repairing the railroad, and I was very much 


Z 


i a eee of getting it in running order before the departure of the 
_ Spau 


ding ; but this morning Colonel Dutton, who is at present in 
command at Morehead, informs me that there is a considerable force 
of rebels threatening Newport, and this will cause some delay. Col- 
onel Jourdan came to consult with me last night, and he will return, 
if possible, to-day. It is perfectly easy for the enemy to harass our’ 
line toward the railroad, for they must have considerable force at 


_ Trenton to keep open their communication via Young’s Cross-Roads, 


and it would take a larger force than we can spare just now to or-. / 


- ganize an expedition for the purpose of taking possession of these 
_ points. In any event, Colonel Jourdan considers the position at 


Morehead perfectly safe. I have, from what I consider good 
authority, learned the programme of the enemy on this expedition. 


_ The object. was, of course, to get Levene of this place, and the. 


’ operations were to be as follows: 


eneral Pickett was to come im- 


~ mediately to New Berne, and, provided all the others came to time 
— inorder to make the attacks simultaneously, he hoped to get into; 


_, the lace by Fort Totten. He had about 6,000 men. General Bar- 


ton had about 5,000 men, and he was to gain possession of the works ° 
on south side of Trent River, commencing at Brice’s Creek. Col- 


_ onel Dearing had three regiments—Fifteenth and Seventeenth Vir- 
_ ginia (of Corse’s brigade), and Sixty-seventh North Carolina 


(Whitford’s), four pieces of artillery, and some 300 cavalry at a 


- point about 2 miles from Fort Anderson (across the Neuse), and this 


force was to capture our forces there when this place should fali. 
General Martin was to attack Sheppardsville (Newport) and the 


_ places on the railroad. He had about 4,000 men. General Pickett, 
_ although his force was so large, was delayed some ten hours in get- 
_ ting from the Neuse bridge, where a stout resistance was made to 
the front of Fort Totten. General Barton arrived in good time at 
_ the front of Colonel Amory, but he could not cross Brice’s Creek 
' without bridging it, and although he had his own brigade, a portion 
_ of Ransom’s and Kemper’s, with four pieces of artillery and are- | 
_ spectable force of cavalry, he was forced to retire without effecting 

anything. Whitford (or Dearing), of course, remained quiet, and 


the good preparations made on my line from the Neuse to the Trent 
made the matter of an assault then absurd. Martin performed his 


_ part well; at least, he broke no communication with the coast, and 
he is still hovering around. You may, perhaps, see some flaming 
~ accounts in Southern papers of the success of the raid, but the com- 


' manding general may rest assured that, with the exception of the 


section of artillery lost at Beech Grove, the loss is too trifling to be 


mentioned. I sent out a couple of surgeons, with two ambulances, 
for the purpose of providing for some poor unfortunate small-pox 


patients, directing the surgeons to explain the humane errand on 
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remain where they were, and the medical officers were made prison- 
ers, with the ambulances. This will probably be magnified into 
something of importance as wellas heroic. The deserters and strag- 
-glers are constantly coming in. The number of these will probably 
‘exceed the number of our men lost at the various points. it 

The following regiments are represented among the deserters and 
prisoners, the great mass of them being deserters, who appear to be 
too well satisfied to get in here: Virginia regiments: Twenty-fourth, 

Fourteenth, Thirty-eighth, Fifty-third, Ninth, Fifteenth, Twenty- 
ninth, Eleventh, Seventeenth, Fifty-seventh; total, 10; North Caro- 
linaregiments: Highth, Fifty-first, First, Twenty-first, Twenty-fifth, 
Forty-ninth, Fifty-fourth, Nineteenth, Sixty-eighth, Fifty-ninth, 
Forty-fourth, Fourth, Sixty-first ; total, 13; Georgia—Twenty-first 
and Second; Stribling’s battery, Fithler’s* battery, Third North 
Carolina Battery.* Five sailors of the C. 8. Navy were captured 
at the time of the burning of the Underwriter. 

The boat expedition that came down the Neuse was made up of 
parties from Charleston, Richmond, and Wilmington. It was com- 
manded by John Taylor Wood, formerly a lieutenant in the U. S$. 
‘Navy. There were several C. 8. Navy officers with him. The night 
before the Underwriter was captured and burned the expedition 
came into the river and searched it thoroughly for some naval ves- 
sels to destroy. It was so foggy that they returned to wait for a better 
opportunity. This showsa lamentable lack of vigilance, I conceive, 


Commander Davenport having gone up the sounds with his own 


river, and he cheerfully attends to my requests. 


on the rebel iron-clad ram, now building at Kinston. He says they 
are finishing the work on her as fast as possible; that the engine is 
not yet'in her, but it was thought that a few weeks would complete 
her. She has four embrasures; can carry four heavy guns, and is 
plated with 4-inch iron and built after the model of the Merrimac. 
This is a matter for serious consideration. A vessel like the one 
described, could she get into the harbor, would do, incalculable 
damage. I think there is no doubt of the truth of this statement. 
Dispatches from Colonel McChesney, from Washington, report 


‘ _ everything quiet there, and I hear nothing to cause me to think 


- that the enemy is at Plymouth. 
__ [should feel that Morehead was more secure if we had more light- 
draught gun-boats there now. The Nansemond is doing good serv- 


ss port River we could prevent easily the assembling of the enemy on 
the peninsula north and east of Morehead. I shall direct Colonel 
Jourdan to direct the Spaulding to proceed to Fort Monroe, on his 


arrival at Morehead, unless there is some good reason for her delay.. 


‘3 Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. I. N. PALMER. 
te Brigadier-General. 
ae Maj. R. S. Davis, Assistant Adjutant-General. | | 


* Probably reference is to Ellis’ battery, Third North Carolina Battalion. ~ 


ae, 
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which they were sent. The rebels permitted the sick people to ry 


on the part of the gun-boats, and I hope the lesson will be a profit- _ 
able one. I will remark, however, that at the time of the capture 
‘of the Underwriter there were but two or three small gun-boats here, — 


vessel, and I have no idea of the locality of the others. I have 
requested Commander Davenport to attend to the picketing of the — 


One of the prisoners informs me that he had been detailed to work 


a ice there, but if we had some gun-boats that could run up the New- | 


ie f New Berne, N. C., February 9, 1864. 
_ Masor: Since my communication.to you of the 7th nothing of im- 
_ portance has occurred in this portion of my command. Our line of 
outposts is re-established Rathi very little changes. The communi- 
eation with Morehead City is uninterrupted and the repairs on the 
railroad will be completed in two or three days. 
Tam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 
: Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
my, Maj. R.'S. DAvis, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Fort Monroe, Va. 


New Berne, N. C., February 20, 1864. 


_ Masor: The various communications forwarded to you during 
_ and immediately after the recent demonstration of the enemy at this 
_ place gave to the commanding general of the department all the 
facts concerning the affair, but in these reports no statement of the 
losses either in men or material was given, and I have considered it 
proper to send with these statements of losses a sort of résumé of the 
oe reports for the records of your office and for future considera- 
ion, 
The attack was commenced at about 2.30 a. m. of the Ist instant, 
at the outposts at the point where the Neuse road crosses Batchelder’s 
Creek, about 8 miles from this place. At that point there was a 


2 f 


_ small force of 1 officer (Lieutenant Haring, One hundred and thirty- | 


second New York Volunteers) and 13 men. At the approach of the 
enemy this force was on the alert, and the passage of the bridge dis- 


- puted gallantly. The little party had taken up the bridge and — 


_ stationed themselves behind a small breast-work and every attempt 
_ of the enemy to cross was handsomely repelled for several hours ; in 


4 fact they did not succeed in-driving the guard away until they had. | 


constructed a bridge at another point and taken them in rear. Col- 
~ onel Claassen, of the One hundred and thirty-second New York Vol- 


ready. ,A few prisoners, taken very early in the ‘attack, gave in- 


- formation of the strength of the enemy, their commanding general, | 


 &e., and this was communicated to me by telegraph. I immediately 
ordered out a small force of infantry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Fel- 
_ lows, of the Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers, with a section of 

artillery, to harass the advance on the Neuse road as much as possi- 


a 
4 


; section of artillery, with two companies of infantry, was also sent, at 
- the request of Colonel Claassen, to check any force that might have 
been coming on the Washington road. The enemy approaching in 
_ this direction was some 5,000, with sixteen pieces of artillery, the 
~ whole under General Pickett, and they advanced directly down the 
_ Neuse road, our forces retiring slowly. The outposts on the ap- 
‘ proaches were duly notified of what was going on, and they retired 
with the exception of the command on the Washington road, This 
little force, together with the section of artillery and the two com- 
panies of infantry, remained at their posts until the enemy had 
passed down below thé junction of the Neuse and the Washington 
roads, when they were cut off, there being no way of retiring to the 
city except by cutting their way through the enemy. This was 
 simvly impossible, and they were captured. At about noon the 
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- unteers, was in command of the whole line of outposts, and he was’ 


ble, and to enable the troops at the outposts to retire in order. One- 


Satine ee 
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enemy appeared in force on all sides of the town, On the south side 
of thé Trent Colonel Amory, of the Seventeenth Massachusetts Vol- 
unteers, had been placedincommand. Three brigades, with Baker’s 
cavalry, with a few pieces of artillery, all commanded by General — 


Barton, appeared at Brice’s Creek in front of Colonel Amory, and 


commenced the attack there. This force had crossed the Trent River 
a few miles from Trenton on pontoon bridges.’ They were opened 
upon by a field battery of the Third New York Light Artillery, com- 


-manded by Lieutenant Thomas. After a sharp firing, which lasted 


but a short time, the enemy retired as we supposed to attack at 
some other point, but they did not make their appearance again. As 
goon as the enemy appeared in front of the line between the Neuse 
and the Trent, they were opened upon by the guns from Fort Totten, 
and the cavalry under Colonel Savage, of the Twelfth New York 
Cavalry, with two mountain howitzers, remained in front of the line, 
and not only kept the enemy in check, but by the firing of the how- 
itzers made us acquainted with the precise locality of the advancing 
column through the woods. The sun went down without any at-’ 


tempt to assault the lines. On the east side of the Neuse Colonel 


Anderson, commanding Forts Anderson and Chase, was closely 
watched by three regiments of infantry, four pieces of artillery, and 


-a regiment of cavalry, all under the command of Colonel Dearing. 


No attack, however, was made there. After dark the rebel bands 
serenaded us, and not to be outdone in politeness the band from Fort. 
Totten gave some patriotic airs from the top of the traverse. 


; At about 3 o’clock in the morning of the 2d, a force consisting of | 
about 250 men of the rebel navy, commanded by Capt. John Taylor | 


Wood, and in about fifteen small boats, surprised, captured, and 


> burned the U.S. gun-boat Underwriter, lying in the Neuse River. The 


greater part of the crew of this vessel escaped, but the officers were 
all captured ; 6 of the attacking party fell into our hands. As soon 
as it. was known that the boat was attacked the rifled gun from Fort 
Stevenson was brought to bear upon her, and the firing from that 
gun made it impossible for the captors to get the steamer away and 
she was fired. (Since writing this | have learned that Captain Wester- 
velt, of the Underwriter, was not carried away. If this be so, he was 
either drowned or killed and burned up on the steamer. ) 

At midnight the enemy commenced to retire, and at 3 a. m. of the 
2d, when I rode along the lines, all was quiet. At daylight some 
hundred deserters, who had concealed themselves when the retreat 


commenced, came to our pickets and gave themselves up.. The — 
retreating army was closely watched on the road leading to Kinston 


direct and via Trenton. During the attack on this place the enemy 
were busy on the railroad between this place and Morehead City. 
General J.G. Martin, with about 4,000 men of all arms of the service, 
was threatening Morehead City and the posts on the railroad. Col- 


onel Jourdan, commanding the Sub-district of Beaufort, was vigilant 
and energetic, but his force was too small to enable him to compete 


with the enemy successfully. Thesmall force at Gales’ Creek and the 
Bogue Sound block-house were soon driven in and the enemy was 
soon in front of Newport, garrisoned by a regiment of infantry and 
a company of the Second Massachusetts Heavy Artillery and two 
companies of cavalry. The report of the operations there are given 
in the report of Colonel Jourdan, inclosed herewith. 

The post of Newport was captured, but our forces retired, leaving 
but little for the enemy. The other posts nearer to this place I then 
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ordered abandoned, and the garrison to come within the intrench- 


ments here, which was done without loss. Hearing of the failure 


here, General Martin retired with his forces, capturing 1 gun and 


leaving 1 of his own, a much better piece, that he was unable to get 
away. He also captured afew prisoners. The loss, however, on our 
part was trifling, and the damage to the railroad so little that in a 
few days everything was repaired. With a few exceptions the con- 


duct of the officers and men of the command was admirable during 


the wholeaffair. The case of Captain Conwell, Second Massachusetts 


_ Heavy Artillery, mentioned in the report* of Colonel Jourdan, will | 
probably be investigated before a court-martial. I ordered his arrest 


as soonas I found him here, as he could make no satisfactory explana- 
tion of his presence here. 

At no time, I suspect, during the present war has the utility of the 
military telegraph and the signal corps been more fully demonstrated 
than during this late attack. The attack had scarcely commenced 


at the outposts when the telegraph had not only informed me of all 


that was going on in front, but the whole line of posts to Morehead 


was placed on its guard, and during the day the enemy were immedi- 
ately around the city the signal corps kept us advised of the smallest. 


movement of the enemy at any point of the line. I cannot speak too 
highly of these two corps. by 


Il am sorry to be obliged to state that Lieutendnt-Colonet Fellows — 
and 8 other officers and 63 men, of the Seventeenth Massachusetts 


Volunteers, were captured. The enemy, by crossing Batchelder’s 


Creek at points above and below, where they were stationed to check | 


the advance, came uponthem in flank and rear in overwhelming force 
and captured them. Iam sorry also to record the death of Lieuten- 
ant Zenette, of the One hundred and.thirty-second NewYork Volun- 
teers, of Colonel Claassen’s command, one of the gallant defenders 
of the Neuse bridge, who was killed at that place. 
~ I will also remark here that the citizens turned out nobly and took 
the place of the provost guard, thus liberating an additional force 
for duty in the intrenchments. A force of nearly 900 negroes were 
also quickly armed, and this force I placed under the command of 


_ Captain Bartlett, of the Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers, 


who organized them into companies, and they did excellent. service. 
The list of casualties I inclose herewith, together with the report 
of Colonel Jourdan and those of some of the regimental commanders, 
Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General U. S. Volunteers, Commanding. 
Maj. R. 8. Davis, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Fortress Monroe, Va. 


{Inclosure.] 
CASUALTIES. 
Forces and defenses of New Berne.—Killed, officers, 1; men, 8. 


Wounded, officers, 2; men, 10. Missing, officers, 12; men, 293. Total : 


loss, 326. 
Sub-district of Beaufort.—Killed, men, 4. Wounded, men, 11. 
Missing, men, 52. Total loss, 67. 
Grand total, 393 officers and men. 
f I. N. PALMER, » 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


* See p77. 
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Reports of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army, commanding Dis- 


\ trict of North Carolina. 


STEAMER GENERAL BERRY, 
Near Roanoke Island, N. C., February 9, 1864. 


GENERAL: From all that Ican glean the forces under General | 


Pickett were from 15,000 to 17,000, His preparations were ample, 


and he felt confident of success. A large number of barges and 


boats were brought from Wilmington, and the iron ram started 


~~~ down with the boats but did not get through the obstructions below 
Kinston. We may at any moment have the effort renewed upon — 
- New Berne, or some other point may be selected. The information — 


which you communicated yesterday respecting the sending of some 


% 4,000 or 5,000 additional troops to North Carolina indicates such a 
- purpose on the part of General Pickett. 


In view of the great interests at stake in the State, and of the 


- gmallness of the force for its protection, I hope one regiment of cav- 
_alry and a brigade of infantry may be sent tome. A large force is 


much needed and should be sent if it can bespared without jeopard- 
izing public interests elsewhere. The strong Union feeling all over 
the State, and the movements for a convention, have already caused 


Jeff. Davis to relieve the North Carolina troops by regiments from 
other more disloyal States. He does not intend North Carolina ~ 


shall leave the Confederacy, and will scourge her people with his 


ay pare until the last, knell of the revolution shall be sounded. In 
naste. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. JOHN J. PECK, 
: Major-General. 
Major-General BUTLER, . 
Comdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
| New Berne, N. C., February 10, 1864. 
Masor: I have the honor to report that I arrived this morning, 


and have been very busy collecting information touching the recent 
operations of the enemy in this quarter. A telegram just received 
_ from Colonel Jourdan, who has been out to find the enemy with a 


considerable force, states that they have fallen back to Trenton and | 


Jacksonville. There is hope of the railroad being in order by to- 


, 
é i 


morrow afternoon. Have a gentleman who left Wilmington on 
Sunday, very reliable and well posted. He states that on Saturday, 
before the attack, General Martin left with 4,000 men to co-operate 
with General Pickett, who was reported as about to attack New 
Berne with twenty-odd thousand. The cars were all pressed in and 
a force also came from Weldon to Kinston. Boats, barges, &c., 


were also sent there. General Pickett had advices that only 4,000 


men were in New Berne, which was nearly the number. General 
Pickett advanced on the Neuse road direct with about 6,000. Gen- 


~ eral Barton crossed the Trent River near Trenton, and was to attack 


and carry the works and get possession of the bridges. General 
Martin was to attack Newport and Morehead, &c. General Barton, 
with his 5,000, found that Brice’s Creek was between him and New 
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the rebel hordes upon his lines in quest of bread, meat, clothing, 
and plunder, gave up his leave of absence and has returned to his 


' _privations of theopening campaign. He returns his thanks to Gen- 


_ Brig. Gen. L. THomas, 
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a Berne, and he did not get across that deep and broad stream. This _ oa 


ford was ordered to storm Fort Anderson, but did not make itsap- 


3,000 effective men. 


moment was seized upon for executing a long and well-prepared 


the siege of Suffolk have earned fresh laurels in this late triumph 
~ over the troops of Pickett, Armistead, Kemper, and Hoke, their old 


_ Report of Col. Peter J. Claassen, One hundred and thirty-second 
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failure in the plan doubtless induced Pickett to fall backon Tuesday 
afternoon. It is stated that another column under Colonel Whif- > 


pearance. In the morning I purpose going to Batchelder’s Creek © — 
to see if any better line can be found. The rebels crossed ona pon- 
toon bridge between the railway and the Neuse. On the 7th, Gen- 
eral Wessells writes that a formidable expedition was preparing 

near Halifax, with boats, for the opening of the Roanoke. He also 
states that a naval brigade has been organized in Richmond for the 
purpose of recovering the sounds and tributary rivers. He asks for 
lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. JOHN J. PECK, 
ie ,. ., Major-General. 

Maj. R. §. Davis, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


‘ 


ADDENDA. 

GENERAL ORDERS, l Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF N. C., 
| No. 15. j New Berne, N. C., February 10, 1864. 0), 
The commanding general, learning of the desperate advance of 


command; not so much from doubt of the ability of the troops to — 
hurl back the enemy as to share with them the honors, toils, and 


eral Palmer and Colonels Jourdan, Amory, and Claassen, and to all 
the officers and men of their commands, for the gallant repulse of 
Major-General Pickett with more than twice their numbers. The —— 


plan when many of the troops were on furlough as veterans. On iy 
this occasion the enemy found by bitter experience that allourmen = 
were veterans. Ha ea 

Those regiments that were with the commanding general during 


adversaries under Longstreet and Hill. 
By command of Major-General Peck : 


BENJ. B. FOSTER, ee. 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 4. ; ue 


New York Infantry, conmmanding outposts, ke. \ ha 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 
_Batchelder’s Creek, N. C., February 15, 1864. 


Adjutant-General U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor herewith to forward a copy of my 
report to district headquarters of North Carolina of an attack in 
force upon these outposts by the enemy, on the morning of Febru- 


7 


_’ servant, 


doings of my command on the morning of February 1, 1864. 


_ patched Company D, One hundred and thirty-second New York, 
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they have the cause sufficient at heart to replace out of their more 

liberal pay. ‘ Bie 
Any other reports or information your Department may desire 

will, upon notice, be promptly furnished. 

_ [have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient | 


P. J. CLAASSEN, 
Colonel, Comdg. 132d New York and Outposts. 
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HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, ~ 
Batchelder’s Creek, N. C., February 8, 1864. 


Masor: I have the honor herewith to submit my report of the 


a Se ee =e 


About 2.30 o’clock of said morning I was informed that the enemy 
had attacked my pickets and were preparing to cross Batchelder’s | 
Creek. I found it so foggy that signals could not be used. I dis- — 


Capt. Thomas B. Green commanding, double-quick to the Neuse 
Road bridge. First. Lieut. Abram P. Haring, of the One hundred 
and thirty-second New York, commanded at the time of attack the 
reserve at the Neuse bridge, consisting of 11 men, who heroically 
held that all-important point for over one hour against thousands of 
the enemy. Captain Green arriving while Lieutenant Haring was 
firing his last round of ammunition, Company D threw themselves 
seem poeed mostly of Indians) promptly behind the breast-works, and 

id so effectually resist the enemy that they (the enemy) had to 


bring up artillery. I had at the same time directed my general out- 


pone officer of the day, Capt. Charles G. Smith, to proceed to the 
ridge with a cavalry escort to ascertain if possible what force and 
how strong was attacking us; dispatched also Companies E and G, 


*Capt. Charles G, Smith, ; 


>. AP * 4 ** oP). = Mh ¢ * eo & A » AZ Pas) Be a Vea) Sat: 
KR 4" 


G OF EN tO eee) ye ae ie ee ot | > ‘ 
Bee es Ti SAT CRna Nala ad ea : Pas 
y en ORS ei j - : A 


3 ma : 
ES eee pupae. Nea ae : 
Cusp. XLV.’ EXPEDITION AGAINST NEW BERNE, N. C. 63 


- commanded respectively by Capt. Peter S. Geraty and First Lieut. 


v4 
ee 


Joseph A. Gearing, to the bridge, and Company K, Capt. Alex. W. 
Smith commanding, to a-new road at the left of my camp to check 
any flanking party of the enemy, as well as to observe an opportunity 
to operate against the enemy in flank. At about 5o’clock I directed 
Maj. John B. Honstain to proceed to the bridge and assume com- 
mand of what force was then at the bridge, whose brave conduct is 
worthy of mention. 

At about 5.10 o’clock my general outposts officer of the day, Capt. 
Charles G. Smith, reported:to me that the enemy was in great force, 
upon which I sent General Palmer my first dispatch, dated February 


1, 1864, 5.30 a. m., but having no opportunity to get particulars [ 


sent Lieut. William W. Wells, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volun- 
ters, my special aide-de-camp, and Capt. Charles G. Smith, with | 
Company F, Capt. Ervin A. Jones commanding, Company C, Capt. 
George H. Swords, jr., commanding, and Company I, Second Lieut. 


_ Abraham J. Yoemans commanding, up the railroad to get on the 


enemy’s right, then and there to get the information needed. Lieu- 


_ tenant Wells, aide-de-camp, finding a brigade opposed to him,’ dis- 


posed of this force with great coolness, and at such points holding a _ 


regular advance of the enemy effectually in check. 


At this time I sent my second telegram to General Palmer, dated 
February 1, 1864,.6.15 a.m. I was still in the dark as to the force 


Thad to contend with, and owing to a lull on the part of the enemy, 


I became impressed with the idea that I would finally have the pleas- 
ure to follow them up effectually, which I indicated in my third 
telegram to General Palmer, dated February 1, 1864, at 7.05 a. m. 
The move indicated in my fourth telegram to General Palmer, dated 


- February 1, 1864, 8 a. m., satisfied me that the enemy were in great 


force, and knowing that my officers and men were better acquainted 
with the ground here than any force sent me from New Berne, I 
withdrew K Company from my left and sent it to the Neuse road, 
intending to use the infantry called for in my telegram to General 
Palmer, dated February 1, 1864, 8.25, on the railroad in my rear, so 


- that, in case the enemy passed down the Neuse road, this infantry 


to check them at the railroad crossing, having also instructed First | 
Lieut. Samuel Leith, One hundred and thirty-second New York, 


commanding at Beech Grove on my extreme right, by courier, to 
- fall back with his entire force, composed of Pom pany F, Second 
- (Union) North Carolina Volunteers, and 14 men of t 


e One hundred 
and thirty-second New York, on the Washington road, he to throw 
out pickets on his left and direct front to give him warning of the 
enemy having crossed the creek ; then to retire down the Washing- 
ton road, when he would meet a section of our artillery with some 
infantry ; then to act as circumstances required, always remembering 


_ to get to New Berne with the entire force. This courier was killed, 
and this dispatch fell into the hands of a rebel officer, who called 


Monday night at Mr. Richardson’s house, on the Washington road. 

The capture, or rather the surrender, on the part of Captain 
Bailey, Ninety-ninth New York (he being the ranking officer), was 
owing to three causes: First, the fog prevented me signaling to 


' Beech Grove; second, the courier carrying my orders was killed 


on the route, and the dispatch fell into the enemy’s hands, giving 


them (the enemy) all the points; third, Second Lient. Arnold Ze- 


nette, acting quartermaster, an accomplished horseman and well 


_ mounted, was afterward by me sent to see about the distribution of 
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~ ammunition, and from thence ride to Beech Grove to ascertain why — q 
Thad not heard from the commanding officer there, and to repeat 4 
my instructions to Lieutenant Leith, not supposing that the re-en- — 
forcement of artillery and infantry had gone to Beech Grove; but — 
while Lieutenant Zenette was attending to the first part of my orders : 
he fell, pierced by a bullet through his head. Again my orders — 
failed to. reach Beech Grove. edi ¥ 
Icannotavoid to say herethat Lieutenant Leith, commanding at that 
time at Beech Grove, before re-enforcements of artilleryand infantry — 
reached him, should have had himself informed of events occurring 
‘on his left (Neuse road), and shaped his’ course accordingly, which 
would have prompted him to look to his retreat; the more so be- ~ 
cause communication between myself and him had not been estab- — 
lished. By consulting the map it will readily be seen that, had the 
section of artillery held itself on the Washington road, as my dis-) © 
patch calling for it indicated (otherwise I would have said to Beech — 
Grove, instead of ‘“‘toward Beech Grove”), and Lieutenant Leith’s _ 
command fallen back to it, that they would not alone have hada — 
safe retreat, but could, and no doubt would, have rendered efficient 
+ service in protecting our forces retreating down the Neuse road. _ 
_. My object in sending for the artillery to diverge on the Washington — 
road was also to prevent the enemy from coming in the rear of our ~ 
forces fighting at and about the Neuse road bridge; which they could _ 
have done by crossing the creek near Richardson’s house, striking 
the Washington road, going down it, and marching up the Neuse 
road, and:our ruin would have been complete. Iam also ready to — 
acknowledge that my dispatch about this section of artillery could | 
' (and perhaps should) have been more explicit as to my intended use 
of it, in order that General Palmer could have instructed the com- 
manding officer to act accordingly ; but I counted on these instruc- 
tions coming from me through Lieutenant Leith, not doubting that 
I could get a dispatch to Beech Grove. I feel the loss, and regret it 
_very much, and with its loss I have but one self-reproach to make, 
and that is, when I found that I had no positive proof that any 
of my orders had reached Beech Grove I could and should have 
*. sent a telegram to General Palmer requesting him to send a fleet 
_ courier toward Beech Grove, endeavoring to reach some officer with | 
an order to fall back on New Berne. General Palmer acted in this 
matter entirely in deference to my judgment and knowledge of — 
ground ; hence the misfortune is mine. 4 
Thad meanwhile sent an order to Colonel Savage, commanding ~ 
Twelfth New York ONE to get his command all ready to occupy 
the road toward Deep Gully, and to send me a full troop with one | 
of his howitzers. They arrived late, but the little time they were _ 
in action did good service. . I respectfully refer to the respective 
'__ reports of Colonel Savage, commanding Twelfth New York Cavalry, 
, 


ey a ee 


and Capt. Ira Winans, commanding detachment of Ninety-ninth — 
New York Infantry, hereunto annexed, both forces being under — 
at my command on my left, explaining what my actions were regard- 
oe) ing them. ae. 
A train came up about 8 a. m., by which I sent to New Berne ; 
some commissary stores and all the ammunition, together with the — 
sick, the non-combatants, such as laundresses, &c., and desired 
Captain Webster, chief assistant quartermaster, who was up here 
with the first train, to have another one sent up at once. 

About 9a, m., asection of artillery with 125 men of the Seventeenth 
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- Massachusetts Infantry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Fellows, arrived 


and reported to Lieut. Col. George H. Hitchcock, of the One hun- 
dred and thirty-second New York, to whom I, at almost the same 
time, sent an order for our forces to fall back, but owing to the non- 


- acquaintance of the ground by the officers and men of this re-enforce- 


ment, and the enemy pushing on three sides, prevented this order 
being fully conveyed to these forces, and were therefore compelled 
to act on their own judgment, which caused the capture of several 
officers and men of the Seventeenth Massachusetts by the enemy. 
I do not by any. means desire to impugn the abilities nor bravery 
of this re-enforcement. They came too late to enable them to oper- 
ate against the enemy to any extent, and had they fallen all back 
(except the artillery) by the road leading to my camp, they would all 
have got in as well as one company, under Second Lieutenant Cann, 
of the Seventeenth Massachusetts, did. 
I now saw the enemy crossing the railroad track some 2 miles in 
front of me. At this moment the second train arrived. The rail- 
road monitor, under the able management of First Lieut. John 
Walker, One hundred and thirty-second New York, was shelling 
the woods to the right and left of the railroad as well as up the rail- 
road, thereby enabling me to get all infantry force to my rear to go 
-down the railroad track to New Berne. At this time I ordered Sec- 
ond Lieutenant Cann, with his command of the Seventeenth Massa- 


- chusetts Infantry, to proceed tomy camp and destroy it, and lower 


my camp colors. The order to lower the colors was the only one 
which caused a choking sensation in me. I also directed all com-, 
missary stores still left to be destroyed, which was effectually done 
by setting fire to everything. By this time the enemy got some guns 


in position beyond the woods to respond to our railroad monitor. 


They had the range by our signal station, but the woods being very 


_ thick they had to resort to plunging shot, and they managed to 
_ throw some shells around myself. 


Second Lieutenant Cann, of the Seventeenth Massachusetts In- 


fantry, having completed his work of camp destruction, and I seeing 


a few graybacks’ bayonets glistening through the woods on the left 


of my camp, I ordered the monitor and train to fall back, giving 


them a parting shell. This train reached New Berne in safety, 


although it was attacked at the Neuse road crossing. Having all 


my forces to the rear of me, retiring in good order upon New Berne, 
I fell back myself, sending a'telegram to General Palmer, dated Feb- | 


_ruary 1, 1864, 9.50 a. m. Second Lieutenant Cann, of the Seven- 
- teenth Massachusetts Infantry, with his few men, were my advance 


guard, Company B, One hundred and thirty-second New York, 
under Lieutenant Hallenbeck, my rear guard. I was accompanied 


by Lieut. Col. George H. Hitchcock, Capt. Charles G. Smith, gen- 


eral outposts officer of the day (whose report is herewith inclosed), 
and First Lieut. William W. Wells, Fifty-eighth Regiment Penn- 
_ sylvania Volunteers, my aide-de-camp. Marching down the railroad 
_ we soon heard cannonading, which admonished us that the woods 
_ and swamps were the only means of escape toward the Trent road, 
_ and if possible to New Berne. 


- After a dangerous and fatiguing march under the protection of 


my brave rear guard, composed of B Company, One hundred and 


_ Thirty-second New York, commanded by Second Lieut. Henry Hal- 


lenbeck, who had several conflicts with the enemy to enable us to 
escape, we reached the Trent road at about 1 p. m., at a point 3 
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ite miles from New Berne. After ascertaining that the enemy were 
not below me, and finding that the forces from my left had not _ 


ey a 
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™~ 
{ 


passed here yet (Twelfth New York Cavalry and detachment — 


Ninety-ninth New York Infantry), I sent my aide-de-camp up the 
Trent road, when he soon met Colonel Savage’s advance guard. 


- When it reached me, I had the ee to find that my hostler had 


got through with my horse, and I mounted with considerable satis- 
faction. Soon after this, Colonel Savage (an accomplished officer) 


Red House, had not got in yet, I directed Colonel Savage to deploy — 
some of his command on the right and left of the Trent road to pro- 
tect Captain Winans on both flanks, when we had soon the satisfac- 
tion to see all safe, marching toward New Berne. 


. reported to me with his command, but finding that Captain Winans, 
of the Ninety-ninth New York, with his command, stationed at the 


I need not here enlarge’ upon the fact that owing to the vigilance — 


of my pickets and the stubborn resistance at the Neuse road bridge, 


prevented an overwhelming force of the enemy to rush upon New ~ 


Berne before even a warning could be given that garrison. The fact — 


that my men have for months at each and every roll-call turned out 


under arms, causing them to become habituated to them, has con- 


tributed largely to the prompt resistance given the enemy. LTattach © 
so much importance to this mode of roll-calls that a general order — 


directing it to be done by all the troops would add a great deal to 
their efficiency. i 
It may appear from this report as hazardous to detain the second © 
train as long as I did, thereby running the risk of having it cut off 
at the Neuse road crossing and the loss of the monitor. My reasons 
were as follows for so doing: First, the monitor enabled me to 
check the enemy. If I let the train go, I would have had to sacri- 
fice the monitor for want of power to transport it. Second, I was, 


under the monitor’s protection, enabled to get the several companies 


of the One hundred and thirty-second New York to withdraw in | 
good order, which they all did, even paying, by command of each 
respective captain, the usual military compliment of bringing their 
arms to a ‘‘shoulder” in passing me. Third, my presence was 
needed at that point to prevent the men from rushing pell-mell 
into camp endeavoring to save their traps, for it must be remem- 


_bered that all were ordered in action from 2.30 a. m. till time of re-— 


treat, with nothing but light fighting trim; hence all their dress 
coats, spare pants, knapsacks, blankets, canteens, and haversacks, | 
besides several had their money in their quarters (having been paid 

recently), all of which formed strong incentives to save, and it— 
required the highest authority present to check any scattering to— 
camp, because each and every one would have been captured who - 
had gone there. I must also add that the respective officers had all » 
their traps in quarters, adding if possible to the incentive to save, 
but I must also add that the order I gave to destroy camp was_ 
heard by them all, but not a murmur even escaped them. They 


_ marched by me as if forming for drill. I am well aware of the per- | 


sonal risk I ran, after men, train, and monitor were sent back, but | 
I knew that my men were of more service to New Berne than my-. 
self; hence I deliberately ran the risk of capture, which good for- 
tune willed otherwise and knowledge of ground facilitated, i 

Of course I cannot state the exact loss of the enemy, but from all 
ee gathered the enemy has admitted from 300 to 400 being 
killed and wounded at Batchelder’s Creek; and their veterans ad-— 
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- mitted that Batchelder’s Creek fight was about as h 

had it from the damned Wonknos: Sea ie 

_ Private Robert B. Vanderhoef, U. S. military telegraph operator 

_at my headquarters, deserves mention for his promptness and cor- 

_ rectness, and who, after sending my last dispatch, cooly took up his 

ee mich and jumped with it onto the last train while it was in 

motion. 

I do not deem it necessary to mention more minutely than I have 

the brave, calm, and implicit obedient conduct of all my officers, 

and the men seemed actually to enjoy the contest, and any enemy 

that undertakes to surprise any pickets of the One hundred and 
thirty-second New York will find his work very difficult. 

____After arriving at New Berne the One hundred and thirty-second 

_ New York reported, agreeably to General Palmer’s orders, on the 

_ right of Fort Rowan, where they did their regular duty with the 


_ other troops, until the happy order to resume our old position reached — 


me. Report of casualties is appended. 
I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient. 


servant, ‘ 
P. J. CLAASSEN, 
Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 
Maj. B. B. FostEr, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


Report of killed, wounded, and missing of the One hundred and thirty-second'Regi- 
ment New York Infantry Volunteers, at Batchelder’s Creek, N. O., on the morning 
of February 1, 1864. 


! Killed. Wounded. Missing. Total. ; 
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- Company B YU eee fee 7 re 
— Company C 6 ul if 8 
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_ Company E TOTO ane 10 10 
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. Company G... 12 1 13 14 
_ Company H... 2 2 3 5 
Companyl.. .. Sue Sb 5 5 
- Company K 13 }...... 15 15 
_. Non-commissioned staff............-. BeeneneS ones Gouden Besee) Reecne eine 1 1 1 
SINE eRe Severe Stteet aici aiotolaca ote jase! see) e\eseiqies bls 1 4 2 4 1 79 5 86 91 


a Second Lieut. Arnold Zenette was killed while gallantly discharging his duty, 
b First Lieut. Joseph A. Gearing severely wounded. 

c Second Lieut. W. A. C. Ryan severely wounded. et aes ; 

d First Lieut, Samuel Leith, commanding at Beech Grove, missing in action. 


P_ J. CLAASSEN, 
Colonel, Commanding 132d New York and Outposts. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 

a HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 

M . February 1, 1864—5.30 a. m. 
_,General PALMER: 

_ The enemy is attacking us atthe Neuseroad bridge. They have 
' some artillery. Please have a section of artillery come up on the 
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ae Colonel, Commanding Outposts, 
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[{Inclosure No. 3.] : 
HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, | 
February 1, 1864—6.15 a. m. 
General PALMER: 
Your dispatch received. Of course as soon as I am satisfied that I 
cannot manage them and drive them back I will fall back. Please 
have another section march up the Neuse road, to diverge toward 
Beech Grove by the Washington road. I think at daylight we will 
have some fun here. Have the railroad engine ready. My signals 


are befogged. 
P J. CLAASSEN, 
Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 
[Inclosure No. 4.] 
HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 
February 1, 1864—7.05 a. m. | 
General PALMER: 
Tam now trying to flank them; I think they have had about enough, 
still their lull may be deceptive. I would like four or five compa- 
nies infantry march up the Neuse road, so that I can follow them up 
effectually. I have some few wounded. 
P..J. CLAASSEN, 


Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 
[Inclosure No, 5.] 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 
February 1, 1864—8 a. m. 


General PALMER: 
Your last dispatch received. Thank you for the prompt aid. If 
I can’t whip them back with that, I will fall back in order. I expect 
momentary report of a move which will decide my further action, — 
of which you will be promptly advised. 
P. J. CLAASSEN, : 
Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 
[Inclosure No. 6.] _ 


4 HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 
Boe” February 1, 1864—8.25 a. m. 


ys General PALMER: 
van Pickett’s whole division is in our front. Let some of the infantry 
come by train. Send train up at once, so that in case we have to re- 

treat that some of our camp and garrison equipage can be saved. — 

_ Hoke’s brigade is here from Lee’s army. | 
I P. J. CLAASSEN, 
Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 
{Inclosure No. 7.] 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 
February 1, 1864—8.45 a. m. 
General PALMER: 
T have 2 prisoners, who report that Pickett’s division is here with 
two brigades of Lee’s army. They say that a general attack willbe — 
made. They mean to besiege New Berne. The first chance I have ~ 

I will send these prisoners to you. Prepare for a severe attack. 
P. J. CLAASSEN, 

Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 


- 


{Inclosure No. 8.] 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 
February 1, 1864—9.20 a. m. 
General PALMER: 

_ They are pushing us very hard. They are advancing regularly on 
us on the Neuse road, They are now coming downtherailroad. The 
train sent for by Captain Webster should be sent at once. 

P. J. CLAASSEN, 
Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 


{Inclosure No. 9.] 


? HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 
a February 1, 1864—9.50 a. m. 
- General PALMER: 


— Weare falling back. 


of P. J. CLAASSEN, 
Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 


ADDENDA, 
t 


es Return of casualties in the Union forces commanded by Col. Peter J. Claassen at 


Batchelder’s Creek (outposts of New Berne), N. C., February 1, 1864. 


{Compiled from nominal list of casualties, returns, &c.] 
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\ No. 5. 


Report of Col. James W. Savage, Twelfth New York Cavalry. 


_ Hpers. TWELFTH NEW YORK VOLUNTEER CAVALRY, 

B Camp Palmer, February 6, 1864. 
Lieutenant: In reference to the operations of that portion of 
above regiment under my immediate command on the Ist instant, Ts 
- have the honor to make the following report : 

At 7.45 on the morning of that day I received from Col. P. J. 
Claassen the following order : 


HEADQUARTERS Outposts, February 1, 1864—6,85 a. m. 


_ We are pretty lively attacked on the Neuse bridge. Get your command all 
ready. Let me have, as soon as possible, a troop (full) with one of your howitzers, 
_ Occupy the road toward the Gully. As soon as you can signal or telegraph open 
hey” icati ith me. 

_ communication wi ie ceriea Sohne. 


Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 
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rena In pursuance of this order I sent Troop G with a howitzer, under 
the command of Captain Graham, to report at Batchelder’s Creek, 
and directed Captain Roche, commanding Troop A, and Lieutenant 
. Hathaway, commanding Troop L, to hold the road from the Deep 
hae Gully to Rocky Run. The remainder of my force, consisting of 
be: Troops E, H, and M, with one howitzer, I retained at Rocky Run, 
sending the gun with a small force across the run to retard the ad- 
vance of any force coming down the Trent. I sent out strong patrols 
to Tar Landing, Lime Kiln Landing, Bear Grass Landing, and Camp 
Palmer. 

The morning was foggy, and signals could not be seen. At about 
8.30 a. m. telegraphic communication was open for a short time, and — 
I received from Colonel Claassen a message similar to the one given 
above, to which I replied. .At 9.30 I received from Colonel Claassen 
the following communication : 


FEBRUARY 1, 1864—8.55 a, m. 
Colonel SAVAGE : 

The enemy is in very large force. Get yourself informed and keep informed. I 
think they will attempt to cross the Trent below you. Let me hear from you in 
Sh pe reply. 
us CLAASSEN, 

a Colonel, . 


e I replied by telegraph that I had the Trent fully ee 
At about 10 Colonel Claassen directed me to fall back with my 
we entire force, inclusive of the Ninety-ninth, to the ine of my camp, 
leaving vedettes to give,me information of an approach. I gave 
orders to this effect at once, but it was not until 12 o’clock that my 
whole force, with the infantry at Pine Tree, reached my camp. 
About 11 I received the following : 


a COLONEL: We suppose you have already heard of what is going on in our front. 
You must look well to the cavalry. Keep your communications open with us, and 
Soe recollect that the defense of New Berne is to be made at New Berne. I do not 
* know what orders you have received from Colonel Claassen, or whether you are in 
ed communication with him. If the troops on your right retire, you will of course 
be expected to retire also. Of course much has to be left to your good judgment. 
‘ Send in couriers occasionally to inform us what you find along the lines to report 
to Major Foster at district headquarters. 
What we hear from Colonel Claassen is that Colonel [General] Pickett’s division 
is on his front, and are advancing with the intention of besieging New Berne. 
By command of Brig. Gen. I. N. Palmer : 
WM. L. WHEATON, ° 
Aide-de-Camp. 
_ At about 12.30 Lieutenant Linskey, of my regiment, who had been 
sent with Troop G to Batchelder’s Creek, reported that the right had 


“s 
e 


Mw 


been driven into New Berne, and that the enemy were past the cross- 


ing of the Neuse road and the railroad. My wagons had been. 
already loaded ; I set fire to my tents and a small quantity of for- 
age, and ordered the troops to move. 

At Camp Palmer we were joined by a portion of the One hundred 
and thirty-second Regiment, under your command. The column 
moved forward slowly and was not molested until within sight of 
Fort Totten, when a few shots were fired from the woods on my left 
and a line of skirmishers was visible. No regular attack, however, 
was made, and the enemy retired before a few shots from my how- 
itzer and one or two from the fort. 


At this point, learning that Captain Winans, with his detachment 
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_ of the N inety-ninth at the Red House, had not retired by way of 


the railroad, I sent back a troop to escort them in, and at about 4 
o’clock entered New Berne and reported to Captain Judson, assistant 
adjutant-general. 

The: operations of the regiment for the succeeding days were 
under the direction of General Palmer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES W. SAVAGE, 
Colonel Twelfth New York Volunteer Cavalry. 


Lieut. A. A. NEAL, 
Post Adjutant. 


No. 6. 


Report of Capt. Ira Winans, Ninety-ninth New York Infantry. | 


NINETY-NINTH New YorK VOLUNTEER INFANTRY, 
New Berne, N. C., February 5, 1864. 


LIEUTENANT: I herewith transmit this my report of the opera- 


_ tions of the detachments of the Ninety-ninth New York Volunteer 


Infantry, on outpost duty at Red House and Pine Tree during the 
late attack of the enemy, and the forcing back and withdrawal of 


— the outposts to the line of the immediate defenses of New Berne, N.C. 


The detachment was composed of Companies A, D, H, F, and 22 
men detached from Companies B, H, and K. There was no officer 
but myself with Company A; Capt. George L. Elder, with his officers 
(First Lieut. F. L. Harding and Second Lieut. Michael Mulvaney), 
commanded Company D (40 men) and the 22 men of Companies B, 
H, and K at Pine Tree; Second Lieut. John B. Mendenhall com- 
manded Company E, and Second Lieut. Henry Morrison Company 
F, there being no other officers present than those named. In all 
there were 6 officers and 190 effective men, There were also at my 
disposal at Red House 1 corporal and 5 privates of Twelfth New 
York Cavalry. 

Just after reveille, February 1, 1864, I was informed that heavy 
firing had been heard in the direction of our right on Batchelder’s 
Creek, about 2 a. m. The discharges of artillery were heard for 
about half an hour. There was no unusual occurrence on the front 
guarded by men from the detachment. I did not make inquiry by 
telegraph concerning the firing heard, because I thought if it were 
best for me to know I would be informed at the proper time. Mean 
time I kept the men well in hand, issued 60 rounds of ammunition 


3 to the men, and had all the packing boxes opened that more could be 
readily procured if necessary. My first direct information was by 


a courier with dispatches from Colonel Claassen to Colonel Savage, at 
Rocky Run, at 9a.m. He said he was instructed to inform inter- 
mediate posts that the enemy were attacking heavily. 

At 10 a. m. I received the following : 


Captain WINANS: 
We are heavily attacked. Fall-back when you receive orders from Colonel 


Savage. CLAASSEN, 
Colonel. 
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{ 
This was signaled. I telegraphed a copy to Captain Elder, at. 
Pine Tree, and ordered him to act accordingly. ; a 
At 10.30 a. m. the following was signaled from Captain Elder : 
I have received orders from Colonel Savage to fall back to his camp, as the 
enemy are in heavy force. 4 
At 10.45 a. m. the following was brought to me by an orderly from 
Captain Roche, Twelfth New York Cavalry: 
Captain ROCHE : 
You will fall back with your entire force, inclusive of the Ninety-ninth at Red 
House, to the line of this camp, leaving vedettes to give information of an ap- 


proach. : : 
JAS. W. SAVAGE, \% 
Colonel. “* — 


i i 


Upon receipt of the foregoing I sent the corporal and 3 of his men 
(cavalry) to order my guards in on the Tuscarora road, and to retire 
one-fourth of a mile in their rear until within 1 mile of camp, where 
he was to stay till ordered to retire, sending 1 man to warn me of 
the approach of an enemy, and if forced, to fall back as slowly as 
possible, this to enable those men coming off picket to equip them- 
selves with their effects. I had all my command under arms await- 
ing them. I had sent my only means of transportation (one wagon) 
with Corpl. Thomas Jones, of Company E, acting commissary ser- 
geant, and Matthew Kirkham, private of Company E, to Batchel- 
der’s Creek to draw rations for first ten days of February. 

Lieutenant Carpenter, signal officer, and his men passed me at 
11 a. m., saying he had been bidden good-by from Pine Tree and 
could not communicate with Batchelder’s Creek. Such being the 
case, I, with him, thought he should retire. The guards all arrived 


in, and allowed me to start on my retreat at 12.20 p. m., informing 


the vedettes when we were under way. They, by direction, with 

me fell back, keeping a proper distance in the rear to warn me of 
any approach of an enemy. f left 1 sergeant and 4 men to guard 
the stores, camp and garrison equipage until I endeavored to get 
transportation from Rocky Run, with orders, if the enemy came, to 
escape through the woods to the rear. 

My line of march was along the road to Pine Tree till I came to the 
road which, passing to the rear of Captain Elder’s camp, meets the 
Trent road about half a mile this side of Pine Tree. Until arriving 
in the Trent road I had 3 cavalrymen one-third of a mile in advance ; 


_ thereafter all the cavalry remained that distance in rear. Upon 


arriving at Rocky Run, finding every one gone and the camp on 
fire, I sent back my orderly to the Red House and ordered the men 
whom I had left as a guard to follow me into New Berne, which 
same they did, arriving about one and a half hours after the main 
body. About 13 miles this sideof Rocky Run I was overtaken by a 
corporal and 3 men, who had been out by order of Colonel Savage to 
findme. He was in rear of their camp, and as I passed to the right 
of it we missed each other. 

About 2 miles outside I was met by a company,commanded by 
Captain Myers, Twelfth New York Cavalry,sent out by Colonel Sav- 
age to escort usin. Up to this time we had not hurried much from 
the fact that we saw no enemy, but as we were told the enemy had 
shown himself along the road and there was danger of being cut off, 
T ordered the men to step out, which act, with the heavy load they had 
of all their effects, caused the line to lengthen some. I arrived 
within the works about 4.30 p. m. 
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_ _ Captain Elder, with the 70 men at Pine Tree, retreated with the 
Twelfth New York Cavalry. He, just as his pickets were being 
drawn in, saw half a dozen rebels on the road between Pine Tree and 
Red House. The only one seen by any of us at the Red House was 
one at Batchelder’s Creek on the Tuscarora road, as one of my pick- 

_ ets went down to get a drink. They challenged each other, and my 

picket fell back to his post. All the men of the detachment came 

inside the works at New Berne unharmed, save Corporal Jones and 

Private Matthew Kirkham, both of Company EK, who were in the 

wagon. Themen under Captain Elder lost all their effects except 

those on their backs, being ordered by the commanding officer of the 

Twelfth New York Cavalry to leave their knapsacks in the woods, 

as they could not retreat fast enough with them on. The camp 

at Pine Tree was burned. I did not destroy anything at the Red 

House, as J hoped to be able to save them from the enemy, who 

seemed to be on the Neuse road only, and what little was there would 

not avail them much. 

I understand that William H. Ingram, who came in, was again al- 
lowed to go out by the general commanding, to communicate if pos- 
sible with the forces at Beech Grove. He is, I believe, still absent. 
I saw no vedettes on my way in till near Fort Totten. Considering 
_ the number of sick men, all praise is due to officers and men for the 
' good order that prevailed. 

I understand that the wagon was used by order of the colonel com- 
manding outposts upon its arrival at Batchelder’s Creek. I have 
been unable to hear from it or those who were in it since. The line 
of outposts guarded by the detachment extended from Pine Tree 
along the road to Red House, thence along the Tuscarora road to 
where the road is crossed by Batchelder’s Creek. 

Hoping this will be found complete enough, I am, very respect- 


y fully, your obedient servant, 
IRA WINANS, 


Capt. Co. A, 99th N. Y. Vol. Infy., lately Comdg. Detach. 


Lieut. W. W. WELLS, 
Special Aide-de-Camp to Colonel Claassen. 


No. %. 


_ Report of Capt. Charles G. Smith, One hundred and thirty-second 
% New York Infantry. 


m4 HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 
Batchelder’s Creek, near New Berne, N. C., February 7, 1864. 
CoLoNnEL: I have the honor to report that I came on duty as out- 
posts general officer of the day at 9 a. m., January 31, 1864, and was 
- relieved at New Berne, N. C., on the morning of February 2. The 
following is a summary of events connected with my tour of duty : 
On January 31, visited all the posts along our front from the Red 
~ House to Beech Grove, and found all quiet and everything satis- 
me tactory. 
= On the morning of February 1, at about 2.30 o’clock, a cavalry mes- 
~ senger from Lieutenant Haring brought word of an attack on our 
_ pickets near the Neuse bridge. I proceeded there at once with Lieu- 
~ tenant Pittman and 8 men of the Twelfth New York Cavalry, leaving 
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the balance of the cavalry company in camp ready for immediate 
service. Arriving at the bridge I found that the enemy had made a 
dash at our pickets on the Neuse road, capturing probably two posts, 
only 3 men having succeeded in reaching the block-house, but 


_ these, with the reserve of 11 men, were keeping up a steady fire at 


the enemy, who, feeling conscious of their strength, had boldly 
advanced to the edge of the creek in considerable numbers, in front 
and on the right, and were trying to hit wherever they saw a head | 
or heard a noise. The time of attack was well chosen, for a fog and 
light drizzling rain covered their advance, besides cutting off all 
our signal communication. After dismounting 4 cavalrymen, plac- 
ing them behind the breast-work on the left of the bridge, where 
there were only 2 of our men, sending men to the right and left 
to prevent a flank movement, and cautioning Lieutenant Haring not 
to waste his ammunition, I dispatched a messenger to you, stating 
the situation and requesting re-enforcements, sending written orders 
_at the same time to Lieutenant Leith, commanding at Beech Grove, 
to send me 10 men and to advance his pickets toward the Neuse 


road along the creek. 


At this time a squad of cavalry, under Lieutenant Marshall, 

reported to me, and leaving messengers at convenient points, I 

posted the rest on the right and left of the bridge, where the enemy’ 

appeared in some strength, and on the right especially were yelling 

like devils, and had just sent up a rocket. The fire at this time 

was severe, as the rebels had opened from four pieces (Napoleons), — 
planted just beyond the ruins of Rigdon Richardson’s house, and 

were firing shell and occasional canister, having the range perfectly, 

but firing generally too high. 

Returning from the bridge this time I found that you had antici- 
pated my request for re-enforcements, and I met Captain Green 
with his company (D), who at once took position at the breast-works, 
and deployed along the creek to the left, firing with great spirit, 
holding the enemy in check, and apparently doing considerable 
execution, as the rebel fire slackened for a few minutes. Lieuten- 
ant Wells, special aide-de-camp, and Major Honstain arrived imme- 
diately afterward with Companies K and G, and being informed by 
the major that you desired me to report in person at camp, I imme- 
diately proceeded to do so, sending one of my orderlies on the way to 
order back the 10 men from Beech Grove, as an attack might be 
expected at that point also. After reporting to you and procuring 
afresh horse I started, by your direction, with Lieutenant Wells 
and Companies H and I up the railroad, where Company B had been 
sent previously to guard the block-house. We took the Mill road 
leading to the right, and passing the rear of Davis’ house where 
Company F was guarding the ford in the creek, Lieutenant Wells 
requested me to take a few men and cross the ford to see if the 
enemy were retiring, as their artillery fire had been discontinued 
for a short time. I crossed here and advanced a short distance 
toward Rigdon Richardson’s house, on the Neuse road, without 
finding anything, and leaving the men posted, returned, and was 
joined by Lieutenant Wells with Companies F, H, and I. Wethen ~ 
advanced through the woods, Company F in the advance, deployed 
as skirmishers, but had not gone over 150 yards when we came upon _ 
the enemy, and retired under a brisk fire across the ford, which 
Company F' was left to guard, and Lieutenant Wells returning to 
_ camp, I went with the other two companies to the old mill, which 
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had been held all the morning by the pickets who had fallen back mn 
_ that way when attacked on the front. I here sent 15 men in charge I 
_ of Sergeant-Major Whitney to the left to keep up communication + 
ee Lieutenant Hallenbeck at the block-house on the railroad, and 
eployed 8 men on the right to establish a line with Company F, 
at the same time advancing skirmishers in front of our positionand 
making a barricade of planks and timber at the mill crossing. as 
Just as our preparations were completed we received orders from 
you to fall back tocamp. At the same time the enemy appeared,  — 
crossing the field with a line of skirmishers and a battalion advane- 
ing in line of battle in rear of them. As they were within pistol. / _ 
shot I left 10 men at the mill to check them, and ordered the rest to 


__ retire, sending an orderly to Captain Jones and a messenger to 
the sergeant-major. ia 
The men at the mill fired two volleys, but it did not have the effect ie 

of checking them much, for they charged on the barricade, andthe 


force there had barely time to fall back in good order to camp when 
the rebels appeared on the railroad, and we commenced shelling them 
from the monitor. At this time they had succeeded in crossing near 

the Neuse bridge by felling trees across the creek, and were advanc- 
ing down the Neuse road. As I was riding toward their position ©, 
I met Lieutenant-Colonel Hitchcock, who directed me to go to the he 
Neuse road and repeat his order to the artillery to make the best 
stand they could on that road at a point just above the railroad cross- © 
ing, and also to send all of our forces who were coming in toward camp 
as soon as possible. 

I had almost reached the road when I met a portion of the Seven- . 
teenth Massachusetts Infantry, who informed me that the artillery © 
had retreated out of sight. I directed them to deploy as skirmish- . 
ers on the cross-road near camp, and, if necessary, to retreat through 
the woods to a point on the railroad just below us. As our men were 
then near the signal station a retreat was ordered, and Company B, | 
under Lieutenant Hallenbeck, which had just retired before the =~ 
enemy’s skirmishers on the signal cut, was ordered toact as rear 
guard. As this is my own company I remained with them. They ne 
marched down the railroad in perfect order, although menaced bya 
force of infantry just behind them, until one-half a mile from the fa 
railroad crossing, when we learned that yourself, Lieutenant-Colonel a 
Hitchcock, and a party who had been just ahead of us had been ae 
headed off and obliged to take to the woods, but not believing it pos- he 
sible that the enemy could have intercepted us so soon, we wenton | | 
until within pistol-shot of a large force which appeared on the rail- -  _ 

‘ road crossing. Discovering here that we were cut off, I gave Lieu- At. 
tenant Hallenbeck the order to file right and double-quick through 
*_ the woods on a road which leads to the old Government corral. But 
- as soon as the rebels saw us trying to escape they pursued with cav- 

alry and infantry, and a brisk skirmish ensued. . 
Although the woods fairly swarmed with rebels the coolness and 
steadiness of Lieutenant Hallenbeck and his men carried them 
through with the loss of 1 corporal and 3 privates taken prisoners. | 
I think they inflicted some damage on the enemy, as our men fired 
deliberately, and several were seen to fall. We were joined at this 
_ place by yourself and escort, and the pursuit being discontinued soon 
after, Hie whole party reached the Trent road in safety, and meeting 
there the rest of the regiment, which had crossed farther up, pro- 
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ceeded to New Berne, arriving at 2.30 p. m., twelve hours from the Me 


time of our first attack. Bees 
I must beg leave before closing my report to mention in my offi- 


cial capacity such individual instances of coolness and heroism as 


ad 


came under my notice. Where the whole regiment, emulating the 
example of its commanding officer, displayed such a brave and 


- determined spirit it would seem invidious to particularize, but leav- 


ing it to Lieutenant-Colonel Hitchcock, who conducted the fight on 
the Neuse road, and to the commandants of companies engaged, to 
call your attention to merit which has escaped me, I mention as an 


act of duty those whom I saw distinguishing themselves. . Lieuten- 


ant Haring’s brave defense of the Neuse bridge is worthy of especia 
mention. In this he was nobly seconded by Capt. Thomas B. Green, 
Lieutenant Cusick, and Companies D and G, with Lieutenants Gear- 
ing and Ryan, who were both badly wounded, the respective com- 
panies losing heavily. It was here that Lieutewant Zenette, act- 
ing quartermaster, fell while supplying the men with ammunition. 
He was a brave and accomplished soldier and gentleman, and fell 
universally regretted. 

The well-known coolness and good judgment of Lieut. W. W. 
Wells, your special aide-de-camp, contributed largely to our defense 
and ultimate safe retreat. 

Capt. EK. A. Jones, commanding Company F, maneuvered his men 
steadily during a brief skirmish with the enemy, and the courageous’ 
conduct of Lieutenant Hallenbeck, First Sergt. William L. Ludlum, 
and the non-commissioned officers and privates of Company B, who 
formed the rear guard, I need not enlarge upon, as the facts in the 
case you had ample opportunity of witnessing. 

The regiment has proved itself to be worthy of New York. From 
the statement of prisoners it appears that we were opposed, with a 
handful of men, to thousands of the enemy’s veteran troops, com- 


prising the brigades of Kemper, Ransom, and Hoke, with the Twenty- 


first Georgia and Forty-third North Carolina, and other troops, the 
whole under the command of Major-General Pickett; that their 
object was to capture, if possible, our pickets without firing a shot, 
to take the Neuse bridge by surprise, and advancing on New Berne, 
to enter the city at 5 a. m. before sufficient preparations could be 
made for its defense. Of this there can be no doubt. This bold plan 


has been defeated this time by the vigilance of our pickets and the 


determined opposition which the enemy met with from our regiment. 
’ During the fight on the Neuse road we were re-enforced by a por- 


tion of the Seventeenth Massachusetts and a section of Captain 


Angel’s battery, Third New York Artillery, who all behaved with 
their accustomed gallantry, but this force only arrived in time to 
take part in a hopeless encounter with a vastly superior force and in 
a retreat which was inevitable, after a foothold had once been gained 
by the enemy on this side of the Neuse bridge. 

The minuteness with which I have detailed the incidents con- 
nected with my tour of duty must be my apology for the extreme 
length of this report, which is very respectfully submitted. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
WICH AS!) "Ge SMITH a @ 
Capt. 132d N. Y. Vols., General Officer of the Day. 
Col. P. J. CLAASSEN, , 
“Commanding Outposts. 
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Reports of Col. James Jourdan, One hundred and fifty-eighth New 
York Infantry, commanding Sub-district of Beaufort. 


HEADQUARTERS SUB-DISTRICT OF BEAUFORT, 
Morehead City, N. C., February 10, 1864. 


Masor: I have the honor to forward, for the information of the 


-major-general commanding, the following report of operations in 


this sub-district during the recent advance of the enemy : 
On the Ist instant, in compliance with orders from Brigadier-Gen- 


eral Palmer, I sent the One hundred and fifty-eighth Regiment New | 


York State Volunteers to New Berne, leaving Morehead garrisoned 
by Company C, Second Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, and about 
200 unarmed recruits of the One hundred and fifty-eighth New York 
State Volunteers* JI withdrew 100 men from the garrison of Fort 
Macon, 50 of whom I placed at Beaufort and the balance at More- 
head City. Captain Fuller, Second Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, 
was placed in command of Beaufort. On the night of the 1st instant 
IT received the arms and ammunition asked for, with which every 


_ man, both soldier and citizen, was armed for the defense of the place. 


On the 2d instant my lines were attacked at Gales’ Creek picket 
station by a large force of the enemy, consisting of General Martin’s 
brigade of infantry, artillery, and cavalry. The rebels were twice 
repulsed, but their vastly superior numbers compelled the with- 
drawal of our little force, they falling back on Bogue Sound block- 
house. The Gales’ Creek station was ‘then burned by the enemy. 
Our force was quickly followed up by the rebels to the block-house, 
where was stationed a company of the Ninth Vermont Volunteers, 
and after a brisk fight of about half an hour with artillery and in- 
fantry, the block-house was carried by assault, its garrison falling 
back toward Morehead City. 

The rebels then advanced quickly upon Newport Barracks, throw- 
ing their right flank across the railroad to prevent a retreat. The 
Ninth Vermont Volunteers, under command of Captain Kelley, 
stationed at the barracks, met their advancing columns with volleys 
of musketry, and continued fighting and gradually retiring toward 
the barracks, The engagement lasted over an hour, our men hold- 


- ing their position, and it was not until there was great danger of all 
- retreat being cut off that the order to abandon the place was given, 


All public stores were burned to prevent falling into.the enemy’s 
hands. 

The two companies, Mix’s new cavalry, did good service and were 
continually harassing the enemy at different points. Lieutenant 


-. Budlong deserves especial mention for his bravery upon several 


* occasions. 


Company D, Second Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, garrisoning 
the fort at Newport Barracks, rendered but little assistance as a com- 
pany, having failed to properly work their guns; afew, however, 
joined the Ninth Vermont and manned a gun under Lieutenant 
Viele, of the Ninth. This probably was owing to the absence of 
their commanding officer, Captain Conwell, who left his command 
on the morning of the 2d instant and never returned, and to the 
inexperience of the lieutenants in charge. 

The forces at Newport retired about 6 p. m. across the railroad 
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lage was garrisoned by a detachment of the Second Massachusetts 

Heavy Artillery, under Lieutenant Foley, who, without firing a 

eS single shot, spiked his guns and had his company drawn up outside 

bp of the fort, before the arrival of Lieutenant-Colonel Barney with the 
a balance of his command. Finding it impossible to hold this position 

ae in the presence of such an overwhelming force, Colonel Barney 

- -yetired under cover of the darkness in the direction of Beaufort. 


. ; 
and county bridges toward Newport village. The fort at the vil- — ; 


BF One of the guns in the fort at the barracks was brought away, ~ 
' another stuck in the mud and was abandoned, and the balance were | 
- rendered unserviceable. 4 
Ass As soon as I learned of the approach of the enemy in my front, 


I went to Newport Barracks per train, to give directions in reference 
to the defense of that place. I immediately withdrew the detach- 
ment at Kennedy’s Mill to prevent their capture, and directed that 
_ the guns in the two forts should be used as long as possible, and if 
wh the abandonment of the fort was compelled, that the guns should 
be brought out and thrown into Newport River ; or if this were im- 
~ possible they should be spiked and the wheels and carriages broken. _ 
They were to be saved, if at all possible, even should cavalry horses 
_—+be used to drag them. 
2 ‘I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Barney, commanding officer of the — 
post, to fight as long as possible, and if driven back to do so slowly, 
falling back on Morehead City, but if cut off in that direction, to fall 
back upon Newport village and there make a stand upon opposite 
bank of the river, destroying the bridges in his front. If driven 
from there he would retreat,to Beaufort. 

T took all the sick and part of the quartermaster’s stores on board 
the train to Morehead City, leaving directions that at the last ex- 
tremity, to prevent falling into the enemy’s hands, all public stores, — 

then remaining should be burnt. ‘ 

As soon as the rebels had appeared in front of my lines I advanced 
all of the troops from Morehead City, consisting of about 200 recruits, 

under command of Lieutenants Ilsley and Connelly, of my staff, all 


Be the line officers being absent with their regiment at New Berne; a 
- detachment of the Second North Carolina Volunteers, under com- 
mand of Capt. C. H. Foster (they having been withdrawn from 
sia Beaufort), and a 12-pounder Wiard and a24-pounder howitzer, under 
es command of Capt. C. B. Newton, Second Massachusetts Heavy Ar- 
a tillery, to a position about 3 miles above Carolina City, throwing 
out my picketsin the direction of Bogue Sound block-house and the 
_ barracks. I threw up rifle-pits in rear of the large swamp, and 


blockaded all the different avenues of approach. Finding it would 

take every man to form a picket-line, and being so vastly outnum- 

bered by the enemy, my only recourse was to fall back on my in- 

_. trenched position, which I did about midnight of the 2d instant. 

oe During the night of the 2d instant I was busily engaged in - 

_ strengthening my position at Morehead City, and by the morning 

had it so strongly intrenched as to be secure against attack. All 

the roads leading to Morehead were well blockaded. A barricade was 

formed across the railroad track, rifle-pits were thrown up, and with 

o the gun-boat Nansemond, which Commander Dove had kindly fur- 

Ve nished, upon our left flank and a boat howitzer on our right, we felt 

secure, The garrison of Newport arrived at Beaufort on the morn- 

. ing of the 3d instant, and I immediately ordered them to Morehead to 

man the intrenched line, placing Lieutenant-Colonel Barney in com- 
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mand of the post. My cavalry scouted out during the day, and found 
the enemy at the railroad crossing, about 6 miles from Morehead. 


_During the 4th instant everything remained quiet, the enemy being 


about 5 miles from Morehead, the body of their troops being at the 


barracks. A small force of cavalry appeared on-my right on Crab | 


Point. Two companies were sent to that point to prevent the enemy 
from taking position there. 


Onan. XLV] = EXPEDITION AGAINST NEW BERNE, N. C. ere a 


On the 5th instant Colonel Ripley, Ninth Vermont Volunteers, | 


arrived from Fortress Monroe and took command of: his regiment. 


The Twenty-first Connecticut Volunteers, Colonel Dutton command- 
_ ing, also arrived, and I immediately advanced upon Newport Bar- 


racks with the Twenty-first Connecticut, Ninth Vermont, and one 


\ 
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iece of artillery. J-arrived at the barracks about 6 p. m,, and find- i 


ing no enemy (they having left the barracks about 4.30 p. m.), sent 
out a reconnaissance under Captain Cummings, Mix’s new cavalry, 
to ascertain the exact position of the enemy. He returned about 2 
a.m. of the 6th instant, and reported the discovery of their camp- 
fires about 11 miles from the barracks. . 
While re-establishing my lines on the 6th instant the enemy’s cav- 
alry was reported about 5 miles from the barracks. I immediately 
started out with about 30 cavalry and two companies of infantry. 
I discovered a small force about 5 miles from the barracks, and 
charged upon them with the cavalry. We continued the charge, 


driving the rebels before us and directly into their camp, in which’ | 


were about 350 cavalry and a section of artillery, under command 
of Colonel Jeffords, the rebels escaping by superiority of their horses. 
The enemy immediately opened on us with small-arms and artillery, 


and we retired in the direction of the barracks. Having nocavalry © 


fit to operate, and no artillery whatever, I could not give battle to 
the enemy. 


In this affair we lost 2 horses captured, the riders being dis- 


mounted in the charge, and the horses dashing into the enemy’s camp; 


one of them belonging to my own orderly, the other being ridden by — 


Lieutenant Ward, of General Palmer’s staff. About 6 miles from 
Newport we recaptured 5 of our wounded. “ 

On my return to the barracks I immediately established a strong 
picket-line, covering the barracks and the village, and disposed of 
the forces in such manner as to render them capable of making a 


good defense, if attacked. I then informed General Palmer by tele-. 


graph of the state of affairs, and appealed to him for a section of — 


artillery and 100 cavalry to enable me to advance upon the enemy, 
and was by him directed to come to New Berne to consult upon future 
operations, and to place Colonel Dutton in command of the sub-dis- 
trict during my absence, which I did. ; 
While in New Berne, on the morning of the 7th instant, I received 
a telegram from Colonel Dutton that Colonel Ripley had been driven 
out of the barracks and retreated toward Morehead. I returned to 
Morehead per steamer Ella May, bringing with me five companies 


' One hundred and fifty-eighth New York State Volunteers, two 12- 


pounder howitzers, and one mountain howitzer. On my return to 


Morehead, on the 8th instant, I found the forces had retaken their 


former position at the barracks, they having retreated therefrom 


without any apparent cause, and only upon rumors and the reports 


of the approach of the enemy in that direction. 


On the 9th instant I made a reconnaissance in force, with portions 
of the Ninth Vermont, Twenty-first Connecticut, and One hundred 


Sr lel oi a 8 
wee Sica 


Petey 
4 


fegirene) ‘OPERATIONS IN N. ©, VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA, [Cnar. XLV. x 


~ and fifty-eighth New York and one section of artillery, and advanced 


to within a short distance of Cedar Point and other points on the 
White Oak River, and near Peletier’s Mills, ascertaining that the 
rebels had all fallen back to and beyond Young’s Cross-Roads, and 
that there were none in my front. During the reconnaissance we 
captured 2 rebel wounded, and retook 1 of our captured horses. 

The post of Beaufort was, under the direction of Lieutenant Con- 
nelly, acting aide-de-camp, put in position to repel an attack, by 
throwing up rifle-pits, felling trees, blockading roads, &c., but no 
force of the enemy appeared in that direction. The posts of Croatan 
and Havelock were withdrawn to New Berne, by order of General 


Palmer, to prevent their capture, it being impossible for them to 


join the forces at Newport. 
Our whole loss amounts to 4 killed, 11 wounded, and 62 missing ; 


~ numbers of the missing known to be wounded. The loss of the rebels 


must exceed our‘own in killedand wounded. Since the beginning of 
operations 7 deserters have come within our lines. 

Much credit is due Lieut. Col. V. G. Barney, post commander at 
Newport, and Captain Kelley, commanding Ninth. Vermont Volun- 
teers, for the faithful manner in which they executed my orders, 
they only being prevented from carrying them out to the letter by 
the withdrawal of Lieutenant Foley from the fort at Newport vil- 


lage. I received the most hearty co-operation from Commander |. 


Dove, U. S. Navy, who placed at my disposal the gun-boats Nan- 
semond, Mercedita, and Emma, the officers of which evinced the 


‘utmost cheerfulness in the execution of my requests. 


My thanks are due to Capt. C. H. Foster, Second North Carolina 
Volunteers, and Capt. C. B. Newton, Second Massachusetts Heavy 
Artillery, and their commands, for the valuable services they ren- 
dered in completing the defenses of Morehead and the cheerful exe- 
cution of all duties assigned to them. 

It is with pleasure that I most respectfully recommend to the most 
favorable consideration of the major-general commanding, Lieut. 


 §. A. Isley, acting assistant adjutant-general, Lieut. J. C. Gerard, 


acting assistant quartermaster, Lieut. T. F. King, jr., acting assist- 
ant inspector-general, and Lieut. H. M. Connelly, acting aide-de- 
camp, of my staff, for their indefatigable efforts in assisting me, both 
as staff and commanding officers,.during the operations in my sub- 
district. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 

_ J. JOURDAN, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Maj. B. B. FostEr, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MOREHEAD, February 2, 1864. 
The enemy have taken Gales’ Creek and Bogue Sound block-house. 
Ihave just come from the front. Iam confident in my ability to 
hold the Morehead line about 10 miles above Carolina City. The 
enemy is in strong force; the infantry is estimated about 2,000, with 
three pieces of artillery and a strong force of cavalry. Before the 
capture of the above post we repulsed them several times.* Iam 


* Some illegible words here follow. 
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_ afraid they will be captured. I have moved my sick to Morehead 


from Newport. I will use everything available to repulse them. I 
am moving all my little force, even convalescents, to the front. I 
am confident of success. 

; J. JOURDAN. 


_ General PALMER. 


{ 
/ 


No. 9. 


Reports of Lieut. Col. Valentine G. Barney, Ninth Vermont In- 
fantry. 


MoREHEAD City, N. C., February 5, 1864. 

Sir: Ihave to report that on the morning of the 2d February, 
1864, the enemy, about 1,700 strong, made an advance on our posi- 
tion at Newport Barracks, first attacking our outposts at Gales’ 
Creek and Bogue Sound block-house, where Companies H and B 
were stationed, and then our force at the barracks. Our force there 
was small, and was composed nearly of the new recruits you lately 
sent us, who had received their arms the same morning. Our men 
fought finely, and, although opposed by four times their number, 
held the position until nearly dark, when we were obliged to fall 
back across the bridges and burn them to prevent capture. We then 
fell back by way of Beaufort to this place. 
_ About 75 of our men are now missing, but we expect that nearly 
half the number will turn up soon, having been cut off from the 
main body. Itis impossible to give you now anything like a cor- 
rect list of our missing. Lieutenant Bolton, Company C, is wounded 
through the shoulder (not dangerous); Lieutenant Holman, Com- 
pany G, is missing (probably captured). I will send you a list ina 
day or two of all missing men. Captain Kelley, Company B, was in 
command of the regiment. I commanded the post, Colonel Ripley 


' being absent at the time. 


The Twenty-first Connecticut Regiment have just arrived; also. 
Colonel Ripley, and we intend an advance to-day to our old post. 
I write you in great haste. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
V. G. BARNEY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Ninth Vermont. 
P. T. WASHBURN, 
Adjutant and Inspector General of Vermont. 


HEADQUARTERS NINTH VERMONT VOLUNTEERS, 
Newport Barracks, N, C., February 12, 1864. 
Sir: I inclose a list * of the killed, wounded, and missing of this ° 
regiment in the late engagement at this place. In my report of last 
week I gave the account as near as possible at that time. Since then 
we have been almost constantly on the move and perfectly unset- 
tled. This is the first opportunity I have had to furnish you with 


- * Official records show 3 men killed, 1 officer and 12 men wounded, and 1 officer 
and.50 men missing. 
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any additional accounts, and they will vary somewhat from my first. 
The enemy, who advanced upon us at this place, were about 2,500 
strong, accompanied by fourteen pieces of artillery and 400 cavalry. 
They came with the expectation of capturing the whole regiment, 
and felt very much disappointed at the result and admitted their 
expedition a failure. You will see by my list that many of our men 
are missing. It is supposed that the most of them are prisoners. 
They were mostly new recruits, and on being cut off from the rest 
and unacquainted with the country were as apt to run into the 
enemy’s lines as ours. | 
On our return to this place our dead were found on the field where 
they fell. Their clothing and everything valuable had been taken 
- off from them. It is possible that more dead may be found through 
the woods and swamp, where much fighting was done. The enemy 
lost in killed and wounded much more heavily then we did. One 
captain and 2 lieutenants were killed ; also 15 of their men, and as 
many as 30 wounded. 

We are again at our old post. Ourmen are in good spirits. They 
have been since the fight without blankets, and many without over- 
coats. The weather, though, has been very pleasant, and they have 
not suffered very severely. We got the Atents to-day; also clothing. 
The last lot of recruits, 70 in number, arrived here on the 10th in- 
stant. They found rather a dubious-looking camp, but feel in good 
spirits, and seem to enjoy the bivouac and hard bread finely. 

I am assured that the Ninth Vermont has done itself great credit 
in the late engagement. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
V. G. BARNEY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Ninth Vermont. 
P. T. WASHBURN, 
Adjutant and Inspector General of. Vermont. 


No. 10. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. Wiliam H. C. Whiting, C. S. Army, com- 
manding at Wilmington, N. C. 


; FEBRUARY 4, 1864. 
On the 2dinstant General Martin, with the Seventeenth and Forty- 
second North Carolina troops and Colonel Jackson’s command from 
Kenansville, broke the railroad at Sheppardsville, driving the enemy 
from their works at Newport Barracks and across Newport River. 
Dispatch is dated Newport Barracks. Have not heard a word from 


Kinston. 
W. H. C. WHITING, 


Major-General. 
- General CooPErR. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF CAPE FEAR, 
| Wilmington, February 4, 1864. 
My Dear GENERAL: I inclose the only dispatch* or information I 
have received of Pickett’smovements. They came from Richmond, 
the main line from Goldsborough being down. I got your dispatches 


* Not found. 
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- 4and 5, and congratulate you on your success. So far, provided 
you hold the communication from. Morehead City, you have done 


all and more than General Lee directed. It might have been well 
if you could have captured and burned Morehead with the pier 
there. If you have not moved as directed, or rather suggested, in 
my dispatch of this morning, I would reiterate the advice therein 
given—to move so as to secure your rear and approach nearer to co- 
operate with the main attack. All this, of course, subject: to your 
better knowledge of roads and information of the enemy’s move- 
ments. 

From Pickett’s dispatch to General Cooper I do not know how far 
his success extends or what he has done toward the main object. 
He appears, however, to have beaten the enemy. I would keep as 
bold a front as possible, and whenever you can, destroy culverts and 
the tanks of the railroad. That was the object of your expedition. 
I don’t think the enemy will re-enforce Morehead from New Berne 
nor threaten your rear, but they may do so from sea. You must 
therefore keep a good lookout, and if certain they are re-enforced 
too heavily for you to manage, move back before them, taking your 


line either toward Kenansville or by the sound, as most expedient. 


All this, however, will depend entirely on the information you re- 
ceive from Pickett and his operations and from the enemy. I am 
not afraid of their hurting you. Keep me advised. 


Very truly, yours, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
; Major-General. 
Brig. Gen. J. G. MARTIN, . 
Commanding in Front. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilnington, February 6, 1864. 


GENERAL: J inclose for your information the report* of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Jeffords, of Fifth South Carolina Cavalry, relative to his 


portion of the late movements near New Berne. It is addressed to 


Captain Elliott, assistant adjutant-general to Brigadier-General 


~ Martin, who commanded the expedition from this place, and is for- 


warded by him to me. 
As I telegraphed you on the 2d instant, General Martin was com- 


pletely successful, driving the enemy from strong positions fortified, 


destroying their barracks and the railroad bridge at Newport River, 
and forcing the enemy with considerable loss to retreat to Beaufort. 
On the night of the 2d he received a dispatch from General Barton 


_that his expedition had failed and he would join the main attack, 


followed by another that General Pickett was successful and wished 
General Martin to act and hold the railroad. This had been already 
done. Finally, on the 4th, the day of Colonel Jeffords’ reconnais- 
sance, General Martin was informed that the troops were withdrawn 


_ to Kinston. 


The report of Lieutenant-Colonel Jeffords is interesting, as show- 
ing the great demoralization of the enemy. 
I will send you as soon as received General Martin’s report in 


detail. He deserves great credit for the skillful and completely suc- 


* See inclosure No, 16 to Martin’s report, p. 91. 
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cessful manner in which he performed his work, the desire of Gen- 

eral Lee’s confidential note of January 20 to me being thoroughly 

carried out by himself and his brave troops. Ca 

Very respectfully, 

W. H.C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 

General S. COOPER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond. 


No. 11. 


Report of Brig, Gen. James G. Martin, OC. 8. Army, commanding ~ 
brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, February 16, 1864. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond : 

GENERAL: I forward the report of the operations of General | 
Martin against the enemy’s communications in the recent attempt 
upon New Berne. General Martin and his force fully accomplished — 
their object and deserve much credit for gallant and skillful conduct. — 
In my opinion he could have prevented re-enforcements from reach- 
ing the enemy by the way of the Neuse. ‘ 


Very respectfully, aoe & 
. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS MARTIN’S BRIGADE, . 
Wilmington, N. C., February 12, 1864. 

Masor: To execute General Lee’s instructions to Major-General 
Whiting by letter of January 20 (copy marked No. 1), and after a 
short interview with Brigadier-General Hoke at Goldsborough on 
the subject of this letter, I left this city on Thursday, January 28, 
by direction of General Whiting, with parts of the Seventeenth and 
Forty-second Regiments North Carolina troops. The next day the 
command was increased by acompany of cavalry (Captain Harlan’s), ~ 
a battery of six guns under Captain Paris, two companies of the 
Seventeenth who were on picket at Topsail, and the remainder of 
the Forty-second, which had been at work on the fortifications at _ 
Virginia Creek. 4 

Dispatch (copy marked No. 2) was sent that evening to General 
Barton. Reached Jacksonville on Saturday ; crossed the wagons 
and artillery over the river in a single flat during the afternoon and 
night, and moved next morning to White Oak River. At this point 
Colonel Jackson, with the remaining four companies of the Seven- 
teenth, one battery of artillery, and parts of three companies of cav- 
alry, joined the command. Pickets were sent over White Oak at 
once to arrest every person moving about, and the same orders given 
on this side. Couriers were also sent to General Barton. Dispatch 
marked No, 3 was received from him by return courier. Captain 
Starke, acting brigade inspector, was at once set to work with a strong 
party to bridge the river. This work required nearly the whole 
night. Crossed the bridge early next morning and sent dispatch 


We Git ain) a UW Sned eC oy PEE. A ys ty ny ehbr ni 
iy ° 


met Ve pists 
_ Onap. XL.) EXPEDITION AGAINST NEW BERNE, N. 0. 85 


(copy marked No. 4) to General Barton. Before night marched half- 

_ way to Newport Barracks. During the day caught a deserter from 

the enemy and derived from him valuable information of the posi- 

- tion, strength, and condition of the enemy, on which I acted and all 

of which was true. I am of opinion this man should be treated 

differently from the other prisoners. 

_ It rained this (Monday) night, and fearing the condition of the 

roads, the transportation that could be spared was sent back over 
White Oak. 

Early next morning, still raining, the command moved in the fol- 

lowing order: Colonel Jackson commanding the advance, composed 

of all the cavalry under Lieutenant-Colonel Jeffords ; four pieces of 

artillery, Ellis’ battery, of Moore’s battalion, the major also with it ; 

_ two companies of the Seventeenth and one of the Forty-second, then 

the Seventeenth, under Lieutenant-Colonel Lamb, the Forty-second, 

under Colonel Brown, and Paris’ battery, followed by the train and 
rear guard. 

_» About 12 o’clock the advance came on the enemy’s pickets and 


immediately charged them over a most dreadful piece of road, kill- » 


ing and capturing, I believe, the whole picket. In this charge Lieu- 
tenant Muse, of Captain Harris’ company (cavalry), was killed just 


-as he was in the act of striking hisenemy. His blow fell, wounding ° 


the enemy, apparently, after he had been himself killed. Moved 
steadily and quickly forward and soon came to the first block-house, 
~ which was hurriedly left by the enemy after a few discharges from 
our artillery. About 4 miles farther came to the second block- 
house, at the junction of the main sound road to Morehead City 
and the'road to Newport Barracks (distant about 4 miles). In this 
block-house was a piece of artillery and the enemy indicated an in- 
tention to hold it. The artillery of the advance had already opened 
fire upon it when I came up. A company of the Seventeenth, well 
instructed as skirmishers, was at once thrown forward under the fire 
of our artillery, with orders to take it if practicable. Captain Biggs’ 
‘company was designated for this attack. Lieutenant Hassell, acting 
brigade ordnance officer, belonging to this company, asked and 
‘received permission to join it for this service. When within about 
200 yards Captain Biggs charged the work with such energy that 
after a few discharges the enemy fled in disorder. After a short 
delay moved off on the road to Newport Barracks. Advancing 
about 2 miles, as we emerged from a thick wood to a prairie and 
‘swamp the enemy opened on us with artillery. He had formed line 
‘on rising ground, his front without trees, then a swamp, and then 
another unwooded field. In this second opening the Seventeenth 
and Forty-second formed line on the right and left of the road, Col- 
-onel Jackson’s infantry still farther to the left, and the cavalry in 
reserve. Two companies from each regiment were thrown for- 
‘ward as skirmishers. - The artillery was ordered to move forward on 
the road and use their guns as best they could. As soon as these 
“arrangements were made the whole command advanced and a little 
later the order was given to charge the enemy. He broke and fled 
in disorder after a few rounds, and passing by the barracks, firing 
‘the store-houses and stables with some horses tied in them, crossed 
Newport River, tearing up and setting fire to the county and railroad 
bridges. The fire on the railroad bridge was extinguished, but later 
in the evening I judged it best to burn it. It was now too dark to 


follow the enemy. 
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In this fight Captain Leith, of the Seventeenth, a brave and effi- — 


cient officer, was mortally wounded while commanding his company 


as skirmishers; also 5 privates killed or mortally wounded and 14 


less severely wounded. 


About 8 o’clock the troops were ordered into camp, and to be ready 


to move at daylight in the morning. As soon as possible General 
Whiting was informed of our success by dispatch (copy marked No. 
5). By the same courier a dispatch (copy marked No. 6) was sent to 
General Barton. 

At 2.30 o’clock on the morning of the 3d a dispatch (copy marked 
No. 7) was received from General Barton; two hours later another 


(copy marked No. 8). In consequence of this last it was determined 


to hold the railroad where the command was, at the junction of the 
county roads from Beaufort and Morehead City. 

A detachment of cavalry, under Colonel Jackson, was sent toward 
Morehead City early on the morning of the 3d, and another, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Jeffords, toward New Berne. Smaller ones were 


also sent on other roads. Dispatch (copy marked No. 9) was sent to ~ 


General Barton. On the return of Colonel Jackson he reported the 
road so blocked up with trees as to be impassable to cavalry. An 
infantry party was then ordered to Marehead City, but before reach- 
ing it was recalled on account of General Barton’s dispatches (copies 
marked Nos. 10 and 11). >. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Jeffords made his reconnaissance to within 14 
miles of New Berne with an energy and soundness of judgment 


worthy of high commendation (see copies of his reports marked Nos. ° 


12 to 16). Copies were sent at the time to Generals Whiting and 
Barton. / 
The results of this expedition are 4 heavy dirt forts captured, 3 


block-houses, with 1 flag, 10 pieces of artillery, 20 barrels of powder, _ 


several hundred small-arms, 200 boxes fixed ammunition for artil- 
lery, a considerable quantity of forage and other stores, 1,000 bar- 
rels of turpentine belonging to the United States, the quarters, 
stables, store-houses, called Newport Barracks, for 1,000 infantry, two 
porate of cavalry, and one of artillery ; 3 railroad bridges, some 
trestle-work, some of the track at Croatan, and 2 large county 
bridges, all burnt or destroyed except one valuable piece of artillery 
brought away. About 30 horses and 2 wagons were also brought off 
and the telegraph wire was cut. The men saved from the burning 
buildings many overcoats, blankets, and other articles of clothing. 
My officers. report about 20 of the enemy killed and from 40 to 50 
wounded. One lieutenant and 73 men were brought to this city 


prisoners, and 4 men paroled, who were so badly wounded as to be ~ 


unable to bear the journey ; also 6 negroes brought here. 

During the night of the 2d there was a large fire at Morehead City, 
since reported to be the burning of the enemy’s stores at that place. 
About 8 o’clock on the morning of the 4th instant we left Newport 
Barracks on our return, and the troops reached this city on the 10th. 

I cannot close this report without expressing my gratification at 
the gallant behavior of the troops during the fight and their patient 
endurance on a march of nearly 240 miles over very heavy roads. 

Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: J. G. MARTIN, 
Brigadier-General. 

Maj. J. H. HIu1,, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of Cape Fear, 
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{Inclosure No. 1.] 


ao HEADQUARTERS, January 20, 1864. 
[Maj. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING :] : 


GENERAL: An attack on New Berne is contemplated by the forces 


under command of General Pickett. Thetime will be between 25th 


and 30th instant. I request you will give all the assistance in your 
power, threatening simultaneously with your troops north of the 
Cape Fear the enemy’s positions, so as to prevent their re-enforcing 


_ New Berne. General Pickett will telegraph you the day, by which 


you will know what is meant. Commit nothing to the telegraph on 
the subject. Keep the matter secret. 
Very respectfully, your obedient seivant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


{Inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS MARTIN’S BRIGADE, 
Thirty-four miles from Wilmington, Jan. 29, 1864—4 p. m. 
General BARTON, : 
Commanding Troops, Kinston, N. C.: 

GENERAL: My command (two regiments and a battery) will be 
here to-night and at Jacksonville, 19 miles hence, about noon to-mor- 
row. Thence I shall move to White Oak (Smith’s Mill), where I 
hope to receive some information or directions as to my further 
movements, especially as to time. Please let me hear something. 


Very, respectfully, 
¢ : J. G. MARTIN, 
Brigadier- General. 
Tuelésure No. 3.] 


Mitt CREEK, 12 MILES FRoM NEW BERNE, 


January 31, 1864. 

[Brig. Gen. J. G. MARTIN :] | 
GENERAL: All goes’ smoothly with us. You will hear us at work | 
inthe morning. Iam afraid you will not reach the point designated 
by Plickett] at the time we expected ; nevertheless, push on and 


reach there as quickly as possible. I will keep you are en 


{Inclosure No. 4.]' 


SmituH’s MILL, WHITE OAK CREEK, 
° February 1, 1864—8 a. m. 
General BARTON, ; 
Mill Creek: 

GENERAL: My artillery is now crossing the bridge I had made 
last night. If for any reason you fall back inform me promptly, as 
my rear is entirely uncovered except by your force. 1 leave couriers 
on the road. It is 40 miles hence to Sheppardsville. Please keep 
me pape T have not yet heard your guns. 

respectfully, 
ites i J. G. MARTIN, 


Brigadier-General. 
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[Inclosure No. 5.] 


. Newport Barracks, N. C., February 2, 1864—8 p. m. 
Major-General WHITING, Commanding, Wilmington : 

GENERAL; After several slight skirmishes, beginning about 12 
o’clock to-day, 9 miles from this point, we had quite a serious engage- 
ment from 4 to 6 o’clock. Terminated by driving the enemy over 
Newport River. They burnt their barracks and most of their stores. 
Our loss is not very severe, though Iam unable to say what it is. 
Lieutenant Muse, of Captain Harris’ company of cavalry, was killed, 
and Captain Leith, of the Seventeenth, supposed to be mortally 
~ wounded. We have some prisoners, but most of the enemy escaped. 
The fort at this place is quite strong. On account of my entire 
ignorance of the movements about New Berne I felt unwilling to 
risk the safety of my command, and so ordered the bridge (railroad) 
to be burnt. The county bridge, at the request of Colonel Jackson, 
Thave left for the present. There are now only a few organized 
commands on this point of land between Newport River and -the 
sound. I shall send early in the morning to Morehead City and 
- occupy it. Iam very much embarrassed to know what to do on ac- 
count of my entire ignorance of the state of affairs at New Berne. I 
have heard from General Barton only once, of which I wrote to you 
before. Lieutenant Fairly has been of very great service to me. 


I am, general, yours, respectfully, 
. J. G. MARTIN, 
Brigadier-General. 


Since writing the above the information I have received leads me 
to believe I ought to fall back unless I hear from General Lee. 


{Inclosure No. 6.] 


NEWPORT BARRACKS, N. C.. 

February 2, 1864—9.30 p. m. 
_ General Barton, or 
GENERAL COMMANDING AROUND NEW BERNE: 


GENERAL: We drove the enemy from this place just at dusk this 
evening. Iam ata loss to know what to do now, as I have heard 
nothing from you or from New Berne. In this state of my informa- 
tion I deem it best to burn the railroad bridge. Please ask General 
Lee or General Pickett to give me some instructions at once. You 
know my rear is all exposed to an attack from New Berne the moment 


_ you leave it open. Please let me hear from you or the general in 


command of the forces around New Berne. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
s J. G. MARTIN, 
Brigadier- General. 
[Inclosure No, 7.] 


(Received Newport Barracks, 2.30 a. m., February 3.) 
[Brig. Gen. J. G. Martin :] 


GENERAL: My part of the expedition has failed ; has accomplished 
very little, and I now leave to join main body. There is, therefore, 
no force between you and New Berne. I am disappointed in not 
hearing from you to-day. Will send your other courier from Pol- 
locksville. Everything has gone well across the Trent. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c., 


S. M. B. 
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HEADQUARTERS, February 2, 1864—5 p. m. 
(Received Newport Barracks, 4.30 a. m., 3d.) 
Brigadier-General MARTIN : 
GENBRAL: Pickett has had good luck. His dispatch directs that 
you cut and hold the railroad. 
Very respectfully, 
S. M. BARTON, 


Brigadier-General. 
{Inclosure No. 9.] ; 


: NEwrort Barracks, N. C., - 
February 3, 1864—10.30 a. m 
General BARTON, or 


. COMMANDING GENERAL IN FRONT OF NEW BERNE: 


GENERAL: I have received your dispatch of 5 p. m. yesterday, tell- 
ing me General Pickett wishes me to cut and hold the railroad. I 
informed you by courier last night that I had taken this place and 
burnt the railroad bridge. I should have left this morning on my 

return but for your last dispatch. My situation here is very preca- 
rious if the enemy should throw re-enforcements into Morehead City. 
I have sent out scouting parties In every direction this morning. 
From my information I am hardly able to take Morehead City, and 
a failure would injure me more than not making the attempt. Please 
keep me informed at least once a day of the state of affairs. Youdid 
not say in this dispatch whether you were still to join the main attack 


and thus leave my rear exposed. In one received two hours before, ’ 


without hour, day, or place being named, you had said you were to 
_ join the main attack. 


Yours, respectfully, J. G. MARTIN 


Brigadier-General. 


[Inclosure No. 10.] 


HEADQUARTERS, Kinston, N. C., Feb. 3, 1864—6 a. m. 
(Received Newport Barracks, 6.30 p. m., 3d.) 


Brig. Gen. J. G. MARTIN : 
Fall back. All the troops are withdrawn. I do not know what it 


means. 


Very respectfully, S. M. BARTON 


Brigadier- General. 
[Inclosure No. 11.] 


HEADQUARTERS, February 3, 1864—10.15 a. m. 
(Received Newport Barracks, 7 p. m., 3d.) 


General J. G. MARTIN: 
Fall back at once. The troops have been withdrawn from around 


New B . Ido not know what it means. 
aims ny S. M. BARTON, 
Brigadier-General. 


aa 
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[Inclosure No. 12.] 


HAve.ock, February 3, 1864—12 m., 
General MARTIN, : ‘ 
Commanding : 


GENERAL: I have reached this point. The fort has been deserted. : 


One brass 6-pounder rifled gun spiked. The fort is now being*burned 
with quarters. The enemy (one company artillery) left this morn- 
ing in direction of Croatan, where, from best information I can get, 


the enemy have a redoubt fort with one or two guns. I shall move 


forward immediately and see whether Croatan is occupied or not. 
It is 6 miles from this point. I met Hunter this morning (Confed- 
erate s¢out, so Dickinson says), and he informed me a terrific fight 
was going on from day-dawn to about 9 o’clock. He also says that 
a guide was sent General Barton yesterday, and that he is now in 
between Croatan and New Berne. I shall forward you accurate 
information if it is possible to be obtained. A gentleman just 


brought in by my scouts reports Croatan deserted; troops going . 
toward New Berne. He says he saw a dispatch from New Berne’ 


last night to commanding officer at Croatan, stating unless they 
could get re-enforcements by this railroad last night they would be 
obliged to surrender town this morning. Iam fully impressed the 
city is now in our possession. . 
Respectfully, 
R. J. JEFFORDS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cavalry. 


[Inclosure No. 13.] 


HEAD OF BRICK’S CREEK, 
February 3, 1864—5 o’clock. 
General MARTIN, : 
Commanding : 


GENBRAL: I dispatched you from Havelock this day at 12 m. t 


then moved up to Croatan, which was evacuated; gun left in fort 
spiked. As I could get no definite information there from New 
Berne, I moved to this point, 5 miles from New Berne, where the 
Yankees have a block-house on main road from New Berne to Pol- 
locksville. There is no living person here; all houses are vacant. 


A fight has occurred at block-house ; horses lie dead around and the’ 


cannon is out on road, One matter I cannot understand is, that the 
bridge here is torn up and not put down, the road is much cut up, 
and many cavalry at least have gone toward New Berne. The citi- 
zens inform me two transports passed up this morning about 11 
o’clock with troops. All has been quiet. I hear no firing, and I 
am still fully impressed New Berne has fallen. A sunset gun (I 
suppose) has this instant been fired. I will move cautiously and 
endeavor to procure accurate information. by morning. 
Very respectfully, 
R. J. JEFFORDS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Cavalry. 


[Inclosure No. 14, ] 


Croatan, February 3, 1864—10 p. m. 
[Brig. Gen. J. G. Martin :] é 


GENERAL : I dispatched you from Evans’ Mill (head Brice’s Creek) 
at 5 p. m. this day, from where I moved forward to within 14 miles 
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_ of New Berne, passing the outposts of the enemy by a detour and 
going within 150 yards of the main picket, from where I sent a file 
of men and brought a citizen from within their lines, from whom 
I obtained following information, which from being confirmed by 3 
subsequent citizens I regard pretty accurate, viz: Tkat General Pick- 


ett had.carried Deep Gully, capturing 1,500 troops, 1 light battery, | 


and all the earthworks on that line of defense. 
To-day at 12 o’clock our forces were planting their siege guns one- 
half mile in front of Fort Totten, which stands on outline of city. 


' The Yankees were playing upon them, but the guns were being 


brought up. The gun-boats or forts on this side of Trent were play- 


ing on our forces up the Trent on both sides of river. From all I | | 


have learned I can hear no information respecting General Barton. 
-I don’t think he has attacked forts on this side of Trent. He doubt- 


less reduced fort at Evans’ Mill, and I imagine from bridge being up © 


_ he has fallen back, probably crossing the Trent to support center. 
At least the three forts on this side of Trent have not been at- 
tacked, so far as I can learn, and their main picket to-night was about 
two companies from 1 to 14 miles out. ‘ 

Colonel Wood has burnt one of their gun-boats. They now have 
three there. They covered road with their fire, leading from Shep- 
pardsville to New Berne, as if apprehensive of an advance this after- 
noon and evening. . They have been re-enforced by two transports, 
not over 600 to 800 men. Their force, the highest estimate, is 5,000 

‘to 6,000. The greatest alarm is prevailing, and the citizens say 10,000 
negroes have gone into New Berne from all this country. As I was 

_ unable to procure any forage, I had to fall back to this point to-night 

to get some. I have strong-pickets on both sides of me, and will 

bivouac for night. I shall move around to-morrow, and endeavor 

to furnish promptest information. Should you desire otherwise a 

dispatch sent here can reach me. 

I am, your most obedient servant, 
R. J. JEFFORDS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 
[Inclosure No. 15.] 


CroaTan, [February 4, 1864]—9 o’clock. 


[Brig. Gen. J. G. MARTIN :] 

GENERAL: Your dispatch this moment to hand. As the bridges 
across Brice’s and Mill Creeks are torn up I shall return by way of 
_ Newport, and move immediately to rejoin you. 


per, R. J. JEFFORDS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 


{Inclosure No. 16.] 


HuNTER’s CREEK, NEAR WHITE OAK RIVER, 
February 4, 1864—9 p. m. 
* Captain ELLIoTT : 
Caprain: In obedience to your order, I left Croatan (7 or 8 miles 
from New Berne) at 9 a. m. this day, and reached this point, via 
Newport. On my route here I destroyed several road bridges, and 
burned railroad bridge and trestle at Havelock, 7 miles from New- 
port. The railroad track is also torn up about 100 yards near Croa- 
tan. Any troops landing at Morehead City must be detained several 
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days before reaching New Berne. The firing was commenced at New 
Berne at sunrise this morning, and kept up irregularly until I got 


out of hearing from wind, at about 11 o’clock. I* heard from New 
Berne last night through a party who went in, and he says the forces 


are not over 3,000, with 600 or 800 re-enforcements landed yesterday 


a.m. That General Peck had telegraphed General Butler if re-en- 
forcements were not sent promptly forward he could not hold city, 
and that Butler replied, hold on, a brigade would reach him between 
thirty and fifty hours. .Up to 11 o’clock this morning they had_not 
passed up the Neuse River. That the greatest panic prevails at New 
Berne. The city is crowded, and no transportation in way of ship- 

ing to take them away. The troops are very much demoralized. 
My movements last night within a mile of city on south side of 
Trent annoyed them much. I stated I was but the advanced guard 
to main body, &c. I cannot account why General Barton fell back. 
The bridge at Evans’ Mill was torn up by Yankees, as all the planks, 
&c., are on side next to New Berne. They admit loss of 1,500 men 
killed, wounded, and captured. Iam fully impressed determination 


south of Trent would have carried the day. 


Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: _ R. J. JEFFORDS,. 
Tneutenant-Colonel Fifth South Carolina Cavalry. 


‘ 


IN@si 2: 


Report of Maj. Gen. George E. Pickett, C. S. Army, commanding 
Department of North Carolina. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
Petersburg, Va., February 15, 1864. 
General R. EK. Lez, 


Commanding Army of Northern Virginia : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose a communication, the copy 
of which I have forwarded to the Adjutant-General. 

I have but little doubt that had Barton pushed on we might have 
been successful. I could have only brought four rifled guns into 
action, Two 10-pounder Parrotts (new guns) were disabled while 
firing on their iron-clads, the first fire disabling the carriages. Iam 
sorry nothing more was done, but the surprise being over, and no 
co-operation,* it would have been a desperate matter to attempt an 
attack in front. ; 

I hope, general, you will understand my reasons for the with- 
drawal, and remain, as ever, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

G. E. PICKETT, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
. ; February 15, 1864, 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with in- 
structions received from General Lee under date of January 20, 1864, 
the expedition left Kinston as follows: 
General Barton, with his own brigade and that of Kemper, and 
three regiments of Ransom’s, eight rifled pieces, six Napoleons, and 


*See Lee to Pickett and Cooper, February 18, Correspondence, &c,, pp, 1186, 1187. 


Fale 


¢ “ \ , ‘ ’ ; r AGT x 


“e a 


ODE OPERATIONS IN N.C, VA., W. VA, MD., AND PA, (CHap, XLV. 


3 
pre? " - m 
vt Ae eee Se 


An th 7 he BSS ATOR Ae?) ome ae i Le Ame s a> Frat bd ee 
* Yas es Le a \ 
“ Lays ne BY ae iba 7 Bee ee Ase A A nt Bey 
* Bhs eK ier Sun nee ee 
4 ¢ Pa ; mS AY 


|. Csar. XLV] | EXPEDITION AGAINST NEW BERNE, N.C. 98 
600 cavalry, on the morning of the 30th ultimo to cross the Trent 
and take the works in front of New Berne in reverse, and to prevent 
the enemy being re-enforced by land or water. . 
Later in the day I sent off the Fifteenth and Seventeenth Virginia 
to report to Colonel Dearing, on the north side of the Neuse River. 
With this, three pieces of artillery, Whitford’s regiment, and 300 ig 
cavalry he was to have attacked, if it was practicable, Fort Ander- 
son, Barrington’s Ferry. 
Commander Wood, of the Navy, with his boat party, left on the 
31st ultimo, and I, with Hoke’s brigade, three regiments of Corse’s 
and two of Clingman’s brigade, five rifled pieces, and five Napoleons, 
and 30 cavalry, started on the evening of the 30th ultimo. The at- 9 \. 
tack was to have been made simultaneously by the different parties 
on Monday morning. Barton with his cavalry was to have cut the ees 
- railroad and cross Brice’s Creek, taking the forts on the bank of the 
Neuse (which opened to the water), and pass across the railroad 
bridge, effectually, should he only succeed in the first, cutting off 
re-enforcements. Dearing, by taking Fort Anderson, would have a 
_ direct fire upon the town and enfilading fire on the works in front ye 
of it. Commander. Wood, having secured the gun-boats, would = 
co-operate, and I, with the party under my command, create a diver- hs 
sion, draw off the enemy, and if the chance offered go in the town. : 
Accordingly, on Monday morning ati o’clock I pushed forward 
General Hoke, who, upun his arrival .at Batchelder’s Creek, 9 miles =. + 
from New Berne, was met in strong force by the enemy. Although 
they were evidently surprised, still the night being dark and the 
enemy posted in a strong position, and having destroyed the bridge, 
_ it was impracticable for General Hoke to force a passage till after. 
daylight. This he did in most gallant style. ! 
At this time the enemy were re-enforcing heavily by railroad, Bese 
and trying to rake our lines with the guns on a steam iron-clad, ° 
They attempted to turn my right flank with these re-enforcements. 
I threw Corse forward to drive them in, which he did handsomely, Re 
and Clingman, with his two regiments, following General Hoke’s. ps 
After effecting the crossing the enemy were hardly pursued, but. 
* having no cavalry, and the men much worn by the long night’s ty 
march, and not having been allowed fires, we were unable to press tag 
- our advantage as we would have done had there been fresh troops in | 
hand; in fact, it was 3 o’clock before General Corse could come to 
the crossing of the Neuse road with the railroad, some 24 miles from 
the town. There was, unfortunately, no co-operation, the other | 
parties having failed to attack, and I found we were making the - 
\ fight single-handed. Commander Wood went down the Neusé on 
the night of the 31st with his party, but did not find the gun-boats. 
Dearing found Fort Anderson too strong to attack. Barton’s cav- 
_..alry failed to cut the railroad and telegraph to Morehead City, nor 
was it ever done by his party. This was afterward done by General 
Martin, but no communication was received of this fact from Gen- : 
eral Barton till some time after we moved back. General Barton 
communicated with me by courier on Tuesday morning, saying he re 
found the work laid out for him impracticable. This not being satis- 
factory to me, I sent Captain Bright, my aide-de-camp, across the 
Trent to communicate with him in person. This was accomplished 
by Captain Bright at a good deal of risk. General Barton informed 
him that he had been entirely misinformed as to the strength of the | - 
place, and that he pronounced the works as too strong to attack, and 
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that he had made no advance and did not intend to, and that he had 
sent out twice his cavalry to cut the railroad and they returned with- 
out having accomplished it. Captain Bright then, by my direction, 
ordered him to join me. General Barton said he would try to cross 
at Pollocksville, but would be unable to cross that night (the 2d), 
and expressed some doubt as to whether he could cross at all at that 
point. Should he fail, then he would be compelled to go much 
higher up the river. Thus the earliest possible moment at which he 
could have joined me would have been the evening of the 3d instant. 
I could not then have attacked before the 4th instant. General Bar- 
ton afterward informed me verbally that he could positively have 
done nothing on his side of the river. General Barton had orders 
from me, in case he found it impracticable to perform his part of 
the work, which was the most important, to at once cross to me and 
let me try a coup de main. I could, however, hear nothing from 
him for some time, and when I did it was the unsatisfactory note 
above alluded to. 

On the night of the Ist instant Commander Wood gallantly at- 
tacked and took the six-gun steamer Underwriter, but was compelled 
to burn her, thus losing us herinvaluable services. The enemy hav- 
ing had ample time to re-enforce both by water and railroad, the 
trains running in constantly night and day from Morehead City, 
and in fact the whole plan by which the place was to be reduced 

. having failed, I deemed it prudent, after consultation with my offi- 
cers, to withdraw, which we did at our leisure. 

The result may be summed up as follows, viz: Killed and wounded, 
about 100; captured, 13 officers, 284 privates, 14 negroes, 2 rifled 
pieces and caissons, 300 stands of small-arms, 4 ambulances, 3 
wagons, 103 animals, a quantity of clothing, camp and garrison 
equipage, and 2 flags. Commander Wood, C. 8. Navy, captured 
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and destroyed U.S. gun-boat Underwriter. Our loss about 45 killed 


and wounded. <A correct list will be forwarded. ‘ 

I found the ground in my front swept by half a dozen forts, one of 
them mounting seven rifled guns, with which they fired at pleasure 
over and into our line of battle. Had I have had the whole force 


in hand I have but little doubt that we could have gone in easily, - 
taking the place by surprise. I would not advise a movement. 


against New Berne or Washington again till the iron-clads are done. 


In mean time, having received dispatches that the enemy were in — 


force at Suffolk and advancing on Blackwater, I deemed it prudent 
to send General Clingman back to Petersburg. 

I have received as yet no written report from General Barton, but 
am‘of the opinion that he should have advanced at the same time 


that I did. Had he have done so, the enemy being fully employed : 


by me, he could have probably carried out this part of the plan. At 
any rate, it was worth the trial, and I reapookten 

tion of his want of co-operation. From all that I could learn no 
infantry were over on that side of thetown. The present operation 
I was afraid of from the first, as there were too many contingencies. 
Ishould have wished more concentration, but still hope the effect pro- 
duced by the expedition may prove beneficial. 

Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

a Me E. tas 
ajor-General, Comm ing. 
General §. CoopEr, : ae 

Adjutant and. Inspector General. 


ly ask an investiga- 


WE gle Saath WR? ee Gt) av «ANB pO A) LF aaah F 6 
Re: Pe ee LS roby Ov ot 
Pie ine) aey : 


é 
ae i ome i ; . . ; ; i r St ; ry ‘ - 
tees aay, 

Cuap. XLV.)  . EXPEDITION AGAINST NEW BERNE, N. 0. 95 


No. 13. 


_ Report of Brig. Gen. Robert F. Hoke, O. S. Army, commanding 


brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS HOKE’s BRIGADE, 
\ Kinston, N. C., February 8, 1864. 
Masor: In obedience to orders, I reported to Major-General 


Pickett with letters to him from the commanding general on 


Friday, January 22, at Petersburg, and there awaited the arrival of 
my command, which was immediately forwarded to Garysburg, near 


Weldon. I expected to find General Corse’s at Petersburg, but 


learned it could not reach there before Wednesday, January 27, 
which delayed our movements from this point until Friday, the 29th. 
In the mean time the artillery was collected and placed upon cars, 


as if it was to be shipped to Richmond, and every piece supplied 


with a sufficient quantity of ammunition. The horses were sent to 
the country to recruit, and after getting several miles in the country 
were ordered to Wilmington, but were to stop at Wilson, N. C., for 
further orders. After making all the necessary arrangements at 
Petersburg I proceeded at once to Kinston, and finding the enemy 
had made no change returned to Weldon to give the shipment of my 
troops my personal attention. 
Saturday (the 30th) being the day for the movement from Kinston, 
I on Friday forwarded to that point from Goldsborough all of Kem- 


| _ per’s brigade and three regiments of Ransom’s brigade from Weldon, 
‘together with six rifled pieces and cannoneers, which, with Barton’s 


brigade (600 cavalry and six Napoleons, now at Kinston), composed, 
the column which was to leave that point on Saturday morning and 


move down the Trent road as if upon New Berne; thence across: 


Trent River and down the south bank across Brice’s Creek to the 
_rear of New Berne, under the command of Brigadier-General Barton, 


Two regiments of Corse’s brigade were also forwarded to Kinston on‘ 


- Friday, which, with Whitford’s battalion, now on duty on north bank 


of Neuse River below Kinston, formed the column, commanded by 
Colonel Dearing, which was to make demonstrations against. Wash- 


- ington, or if he could surprise Fort Anderson was to go in. The 


remainder of Corse’s brigade, two regiments of Clingman’s brigade, 
the Fifty-sixth North Carolina Regiment, of Ransom’s brigade, and 
my brigade, with four Napoleons, eight rifled pieces and cannon- 


 eers, arrived at Kinston during Saturday (the horses having been 


ordered from Wilson so as to arrive there at 12 o’clock on Saturday), 
which, being the column that was to the front of New Berne, moved 


at once upon the Dover road 5 miles from Kinston. On this night 


: _ General Barton with his command was 15 miles from Kinston. Dear- 


ing was progressing finely and General Martin was en route from 


Wilmington toward Morehead City. Colonel Wood with his party 
arrived at Kinston Saturday night and proceeded down the river on 
Sunday. . 

On Sunday morning at 6 o’clock I, with my brigade at the head of 
the column, proceeded on the Dover road, arresting all persons who 


_gaw us, and directed the march so as to arrive at Stevens’ Fork, a 


- point 10 miles from New Berne and 2 miles from the outpost of the 


enemy, after dark, where we encamped without fires until 1 o’clock 
Monday morning, the 1st instant, at which time I moved forward 
and captured all the outposts, but not without being hailed and fired 
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‘upon. I moved down the road with all possible speed in order to_ 
‘ reach Batchelder’s Creek before the bridge could be taken up; but 


upon reaching the point found they had been alarmed by the firing 


_ot the pickets and had taken up the bridge. 


Here I lost a number of men killed and wounded. The enemy at 


this point were strongly intrenched, and also had a block-house, 
erected. To avoid the loss of men by storming, I threw some trees 


across the creek and crossed two regiments over, under command of 
Colonel Mercer, of the Twenty-first Georgia Regiment, with orders to 
move upon their flank and rear, while I would repair the bridge and 
cross over the remainder of the command. This was soon done and 
we were not long delayed. The enemy in the mean time had tele- 
graphed for re-enforcements, who were about 2 miles distant, and ar- 


rived in time to form in the field in rear of the creek, artillery and 


infantry, but we soon drove them before us and’ completely routed 
them. They made my anticipated move, which was to throw troops 
by cars across the creek on the railroad, and came in our rear. This 
was what we wanted, and I moved with all possible speed a distance 
of 6 miles to strike the railroad and capture the train, but the enemy 
by telegraphic communications were apprised of our move, and _re- 
turned the train loaded with troops just five minutes before I reached 


the road. It was my intention, had I gotten the train, to place my — 


men upon it and go into New Berne. At this point my brigade was 
halted to meet any advance of the enemy from the town, while Gen- 
eral Clingman was ordered across to the Trent road to prevent the 
return of the enemy from Deep Gully, and also to take all strag- 
glers; but not knowing the country he failed to reach the road, 
which was extremely unfortunate, as during the evening at different 
times 500 infantry and 400 cavalry passed into the town panic- 
stricken, leaving their camps in wild confusion. 


After General Corse came up to the railroad I moved my brigade - 


within a mile to the front of the town to await the sound of Bar- 
ton’s guns from the opposite side of Trent River, when, much to 
my amazement, I saw two trains come into town from Morehead 
City, which proved clearly that Barton had not reached the point of 
destination. We remained in front of New Benne all day Tuesday 
waiting Barton’s move, when, much to my disappointment, a dis- 
patch was received from him stating that it was impossible for him 
to cross the creek. Being junior officer it does not become me to 
speak my thoughts of this move. On Wednesday we were ordered 
to return toward Batchelder’s Creek, my brigade bringing up the 
rear. : 

Colonel Wood, on Sunday, found no boats in. the river, but on 
Monday night most gallantly destroyed one of their first-class boats. 
Our surprise was most complete, and had all parties done their 
duty our hopes would have been more than realized. We now know 
the place was within our grasp, which was seen before leaving the 
front of the town. The enemy were thoroughly routed and demor- 


alized. 


I hope, major, the general will not think it was on account of 
statements made them concerning the position and strength of the 
enemy, for I assure you I found matters more favorable than I ex- 
pected. The work could have been done, and still can be accom- 

lished. I have recruited my brigade somewhat since I have been 
in the State and am sanguine about increasing it a good deal. My 
men are in good health and fine spirits, The troops do not look 
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- upon our campaign as a failure, as the real object was not. known to 
them and the capture of several rich camps pleased them wonder- 
fully. General Pickett has no doubt reported the extent of our 
captures. ‘The two 3-inch steel rifled pieces, with horses and equip- 
ments, was a valuable prize. I have but 95 carpenters and me- 
chanics and 50 laborers from my command to work on the gun-boat, 
and. they will soon have it completed. The material I have made 


arrangements to have brought forward, and by the 1st of March I _ 


hope to have both of the iron-clads ready for work, with which there 
can be no doubt of success. . 

In the mean time I will remain here, where I have already made 
my men comfortable, and push forward the work, and at the same 
time give the boat protection, which is absolutely necessary. Major 
Wharton, who has been acting as staff officer, will be able to answer 
all questions. There is no doubt of success in this undertaking, and 

we cannot and must not stop. 

: Very respectfully, yours, &c., 
R. F. HOKE, 
Brigadier-General. — 
Major TAYLOR, : 
| Assistant Adjutant-General. 


cian sean 


No. 14. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Seth M. Barton, C. S. Army, commanding 
brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS BARTON’S BRIGADE, 
Fi / February 21, 1864. 
Maj. THEODORE O. CHESTNEY, 
i: Assistant Adjutant-General : 
Masor: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a report 


of the part borne by the forces under my command in the recent — 


advance against New Berne, which I wish forwarded to General 
Lee. The original has been sent to General Pickett, now at Golds- 
borough, N. C., and I desire to avoid the delay. Common rumor 


assigns me no enviable position in relation to thismatter, and I 


know not how it may affect my superiors. I am anxious to remove 
as speedily as possible, or as a knowledge of the facts may accom- 
a Bich. such unfavorable impression. . 
‘ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

i Ss. M. BARTON, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS BRIGADE, February 21, 1864. 
Magor: I have the honor to make the following report of the part 
borne by the forces under my command in the recent advance against 
' New Berne. These were Kemper’s (Colonel Terry), Ransom’s, my 
_ own brigade (Colonel Aylett), twelve pieces of artillery, twelve com- 
panies of cavalry. 

On the 29th ultimo I detached Colonel Baker, with seven compa- 
nies of his regiment (Third North Carolina Cavalry) and five com- 
_ panies of the Sixty-second Georgia Cavalry (Lieutenant-Colonel 
- Kennedy), to strengthen the picket-line between Neuse and Trent 

Rivers and to cover all the roads and paths south and east of Kins- 
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ment likely to create suspicion. 
At daylight on the 30th, the'troops commenced the movement, and _ 
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ton, so as to prevent information reaching the enemy of any move- 


bivouacked that night on the Trent after a march of 18 miles. The 
cavalry were advanced during the night and collected at Trenton. 
On the 31st, Colonel Baker with his regiment was detached and 
ordered to move by a circuitous route, so as to reach the railroad at 
or near Croatan, 10 miles below New Berne, and having destroyed — 
the track and telegraph line, to follow up the railroad and capture 
the enemy’s picket at Evans’ Mill, a station on Brice’s. Creek, 7 
miles from New Berne. The artillery and infantry marched 21 miles 


~ and bivouacked 12 miles from New Berne. A dark and rainy night 


and a broken bridge prevented further progress till the moon rose— 
1.30a.m. At this hour the column was again put in motion, but 


such were the difficulties of the road it was 8 a. m. before coming in 


sight of the enemy’s lines. Several citizens of intelligence and known 
loyalty, who had been brought in during the night and in the morn- 
ing, assured me that the fortifications on the south of the Trent were 
of the most formidable character, deemed by the enemy impregna- ' 
ble, and to be approached only by a bridge over Brice’s Creek, a 
considerable stream, both deep and wide. A reconnaissance made 
by General Ransom, Colonel Aylett, and myself showed an open 
plain, varying from 1 mile to 2 miles in breadth, reaching to Brice’s 
Creek ; this very deep and about 80 yards wide, with marshy banks, 
the timber upon which had been cut down, a temporary bridge, 
on the east bank a block-house and breast-works, behind which a 
camp ; at confluence of creek with Trent River, 1,000 yards distant, a 
field-work mounting ten guns; 300 yards east another work with 
eight guns ; one-half or three-quarters of a mile east, near railroad 
bridge, and about 1 mile from Brice’s Creek bridge, another ver 
large work ; south on Neuse River, about 2 miles from Brice’s Cree 


bridge, a very large fort for land and river defense; a line of breast- 


works extending from this west to Brice’s Creek, and terminating in 
a field work 1 mile above the bridge, other works of less importance 
covering the plain and connecting therforts ; on north side of Trent, 
here 700 yards wide, two field-works commanding those on south 
side. The plan of operations required me to gain the south bank of 
Trent River, which was thought to be unprotected by fortifications, 
in order that my guns planted there should take in reverse the 
enemy’s works between the rivers. Before starting upon the expe- 
dition I had made every exertion consistent with secrecy to arrive at 
accurate information as to this part of the enemy’s position, having 


' entertained doubts as to its not being fortified. Scouts and spies 


deemed reliable had been examined and reported that there were no 
works there. One in particular, as surveyor of the county and 
maker of the sketches and maps of the vicinity, upon which we relied, 
was sent to ascertain the facts. He returned three days before the. 
movement and reported that his maps were correct; that there were 
no other fortifications than those abandoned by our troops at the 
capture of New Berne, and that these were constructed to meet an 
advance from the east and south. Brice’s Creek also was represented — 
by him not to exceed 90 feet in breadth. I-was therefore unprepared 
to encounter obstacles so serious, and was forced to the conviction 
that they were insurmountable by any means at my disposal. Had 
it even been practicable to carry the fortifications on the south side 


of Trent, the possession of them would have been useless for the 
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_ accomplishment of our object. In this opinion the brigade com- 


manders fully coincided. 


' It still remained practicable to make a detour by Evans’ Mill, to 


cross Brice’s Creek, but this route would have brought me in front 
of the same and other fortifications. It had been determined in case 
of a failure in the attack on the south that my forces should be with- 
drawn to join General Pickett and assault on the west. I was 
already, by the nearest practicable route, 24 miles from General Pick- 
ett. This detour by Evans’, while it added nothing to our chances 
of success, added also 11 miles to the distance between us. Imme- 


diately on arriving in front of the works of New Bérne I advanced. 


my line of skirmishers close to Brice’s Creek. The enemy opened 
and kept up a fire upon them during the whole of the 1st and 2d in- 
stant from the works and field batteries. The resistance offered to 
General Pickett’s advance seemed to be so obstinate, as indicated by 


the long continuance of firing in the same direction, that I deemed > 


it advisable to make a diversion in his favor, and accordingly opened 
with six rifles upon the block-house and contiguous forts. Having 
he ie this object the pieces were withdrawn. The enemy 
seemed to have suffered much by this fire. He endeavored to throw 


a force across Brice’s Creek, but it was driven back by the line of 


skirmishers. 
Colonel Baker returned at midday on the 1st, having failed to 
effect a passage across the swamp, assigning the incompetency of his 


_ guide and the difficulties of his route, enhanced by the rain and the 


darkness of the night, as his reasons therefor. He again made the 
attempt on the night of the 1st, with like results and for the same 
reasons. On the night of the 2d, with a small party dismounted, he 
succeeded after very great labor in reaching the railroad and tele- 
graph line, which he broke up. 


- Lieutenant-Colonel Kennedy, on the morning of the Ist, ambus-. 


caded a body of the enemy’s cavalry, killed 1, wounded several, and 


_took 5 prisoners,. On the 2d he drove in the enemy’s pickets near 
- Evans’, killing 1 and taking 1 prisoner. 


Immediately after reconnoitering the enemy’s position I dispatched 
several messengers, scouts, and couriers to General Pickett, inform- 
ing him of the posture-of affairs and asking instructions, and also 
endeavoring to open communication with him by means of signals. 


- Treceived no communication from him until the evening of the 2d, 


fi 


‘when he directed me to join him for the purpose of making an 


assault.on his front. I at once proceeded to do so. Having reached 
Pollocksville, 12 miles on my route, he directed me to fall back to 
Kinston, which was accordingly done. 

My casualties amount to1 killedand 4 wounded, whose names will 


be forwarded as soon as received. 


I have been delayed in forwarding this report awaiting those of 
the brigade commanders, only one of which, herewith inclosed, has 
yet. reached me. : 

The press and common rumor have been kept busy in casting cen- 
sure upon my course. If my superiors entertain similar opinions, 
I request that a court of inquiry be called to investigate the matter. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ss. M. BARTON, 


Brigadier-General, 
Maj. CHARLES PICKETT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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[First indorsement.] _ 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF RICHMOND, 
February 26, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded at the request of Brigadier-General Barton. 
ics / ARNOLD ELZEY, 3 
Major-General, 


[Second indorsement. ] 


. HEADQUARTERS, March 3, 1864. 
[think it due to General Barton that a court of inquiry be granted 
him. 
R. E. LEE, 
’ General. 


ADDENDA. 


CAMP NEAR RICHMOND, February 29, 1864. 


General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 
_ GENERAL: The report of Major-General Pickett of the recent ~ 
operations against New Berne contains the most injurious allega- 
tions against my course in conducting a part of the movement. 
_ Grave charges have also been made in the press and on the street. 
I have the honor to apply for a court of inquiry to investigate the 
matter, and that it be called speedily. I desire but few witnesses ;. 
they are convenient, not engaged, I believe, in any way to prevent — 
their attendance. The events are recent. Itis of incalculable im- 
portance to me that the imputations under which I am oppressed 
should be removed. : aN 
Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
/ 8. M. BARTON, 
Brigadier-General. 


2 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, _ 
No. 54. Richmond, Va., March 5, 1864. 
* ¥ * K * * eh 


XXIV. At the request of Brig. Gen. 8S. M. Barton, a court of © 
inquiry is hereby appointed to meet in this city on the 10th day of 
March, or as soon thereafter as practicable, for the purpose of in- — 
quiring into the cause of the nlloged failure of General Barton to ~ 
Me co-operate with General G. E. Pickett in the late attack on New — 
_, Berne, N.C. The court will report the facts in the case, together _ 
ne? with its opinion thereon, to this office, ; a 
rst Detail of the court: Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, Maj. Gen. Arnold - 

 _Elzey, Brig. Gen. J. R. Cooke; Maj. L. R. Page, assistant adjutant- 
general, judge advocate. i 

% * 


* * 3 * * 


By command of the Secretary of War : 
y _JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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_ Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas L. Clingman, C. 8S. Army, command- 


, 


_ give a full report of casualties, and state particularly whether I lost 


ing brigade. 
Hpagrs. CLINGMAN’s BricapE, March 17, 1864, 


Masor: I have been prevented from complying with the order in | 


the circular of the 21st ultimo from the fact that at the time it was 
received by me one of the regiments (the Eighth) was detached from 
my command, and it was not until this morning that I was able to 
obtain the statement of its casualties required. As I was compelled to 


any prisoners, I was compelled to delay the report. In obedience to 
orders received during the previous night, on the morning of the 
29th of January last I, with two regiments of my brigade (the 
Highth, commanded by Col. H. M. Shaw, and the Fifty-first, by 
Col. H. McKethan), took the railroad trains for Kinston, N. C., at 
which place I arrived on the evening of the 30th, and advanced 5 
miles toward New Berne. ; 

In obedience to orders from Major-General Pickett, on the next 

day I followed with my command General Hoke’s brigade, which 


was in the advance of the column, and rested for a part of the night. 


about 12 miles this side of New Berne. 


Having been ordered to follow immediately General Hoke’s com- 


mand and support him, on the morning of February 1, I moved 


_ forward with my command. Owing to the delay at Batchelder’s | 
Creek and to the darkness of the night, I, with the front of my com- | 


mand, passed the rear of General Hoke’s, which was resting on the 
right side of the road. While in this position, within 200 or 300 


yards of the creek, Colonel Shaw, who was with me at the head of _ 


his regiment, was instantly killed by one of the enemy’s shots from 
the opposite side of the stream. This most unfortunate casualty 


_ rendered it necessary that Lieut. Col. J. M. Whitson should assume 


the command of the regiment. When at a late hour the passage 
of Batchelder’s Creek had been effected, my command followed 
_General Hoke’s closely until we reached the point where the railroad 
was intersected by the road along which we had been advancing. I 
then received orders from Major-General Pickett to take the advance 
and move along the road, to be followed and supported by General 


- Hoke’s brigade. I was merely instructed to be particularly on my 


guard against any attack that might be made on my left from the 


direction of the town of New Berne, and General Hoke, having 


, been previously acquainted with the localities there, was instructed 


to accompany me. After moving along the road until within nearly 


a mile of the town, my brigade merged to the right, keeping a direc- 
tion nearly parallel to the line of the enemy’s fortifications on the 
front of the town. The enemy were not encountered until we had 
advanced to a position within 600 or 800 yards of the Trent road. 
There they were in position with a regiment of cavalry and some 
field artillery, supported also by what. appeared to be a small infantry 
force on their rear to the city. Their cavalry dashed forward to 
‘charge us, but were repulsed by my skirmishers without getting 
near enough to receive the volley of the brigade. Their field pieces 
then opened upon us, chiefly with spherical case-shot, but the men 
were directed to lie down, and there being a little swell in the ground 
in front, little or no injury was sustained by us. Their cavalry 
started forward several times, but whenever our line rose to its feet 
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they halted and retired. Thinking it advisable to attack the enemy 
and drive them within the fortifications of the town, and occupy 
the Trent road, I requested General Hoke to bring up his brigade 
to my support, it being then nearly a mile to the rear. He returned 
for that purpose, but after waiting nearly an hour without hearing 
from him, I sent two of my staff in succession to request that at 
least a section of artillery should be brought up to my assistance. 


a: 


4 


While in this position the heavy batteries of Fort Totten opened on — 
us. As this fortress, represented to be the strongest in the town of — 


New Berne, and armed with not less than fifteen guns of large cali- 
ber, was not more than three-quarters of a mile distant, and had a 
complete enfilading fire on us, had their practice been good we must 
have sustained serious injury; in point of fact, however, their fire 


proved nearly harmless. After retaining this position for two or | 
three hours, [ was informed that the artillery could not be brought | 


forward. General Hoke did not come up with his command, and I 
was soon after ordered to retire. As, in addition to the fire of the 
heavy batteries, we were confronted with the enemy’s cavalry, field 


artillery, and infantry, I withdrew my command slowly by sections, ~ 


and occupied successively such positions as would enable us to repel 
an attack if suddenly made by the cavalry. : 

It gives me great pleasure to be able to state that, though ex- 
posed on the flank and front to artillery fire and threatened con- 
stantly with attack by the enemy’s cavalry and infantry, the troops 
under my command performed the movements ordered with as 
much coolness and precision as | ever saw them when on drill. 

After retiring, I was instructed to occupy the ground in front of 
the railroad crossing, within the range of the enemy’s fire from the 
forts, and on each night of our bivouacking there I sent forward for 
the distance of 1 mile strong detachments to guard against any 
attack that the enemy might make. In obedience to orders, these 
detachments were withdrawn about 1 o’clock on the morning of the 


' 3d, and my brigade returned with the rest of the command to the 


vicinity of Kinston. 

The casualties in my brigade were small in number, but the loss 
of Colonel Shaw is deeply to be deplored. Equally remarkable for 
his attention to all the duties of his position and for the coolness, 
self-possession, and courage in the field, I know no one filling a simi- 


lar station whose loss would inflict a greater injury to the service — 


than that sustained in his fall. 


In conclusion, I have to state that there was not a single instance ~ 


of desertion or straggling from my command during the expedition, — 


and every officer and private seems to have acted creditably on all — 


occasions. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, &c., 

T. L. CLINGMAN, 
Brigadier-General- 

Major PIckeErt. 


No. 16. 
Report of Col. John Taylor Wood, C. S. Army. 
RicuMonpD, February 8, 1864. 


GENERAL: I report to you the result of the late operations near — 


New Berne. 


Leaving Kinston at noon on the 31st ultimo, we reached New 
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were crossing. 

Monday, reconnoitered ; only one gun-boat in sight. After dark 
attacked and captured her. She was moored close in shore in order 
to rake the approaches on the right of their line. I tried to move 
her, but failed. Her fires were nearly out, and in attempting to tow 
her out were subjected toa fire of artillery and infantry. Fired her, 


_ bringing off all our boats and men. 


he next morning all of our forces were ordered back. The water 


front of the town I found open and unguarded. As far as I could 


: Maj. Gen. H. W. HaLueck, 


_ judge, their force was small, say 4,000 men. I will press forward to 
completion the gun-boats. I think they can be ready for service in 


a month or six weeks. 
Respectfully, &c., your obedient servant, 
J. TAYLOR, WOOD. | 
General R. E. Lrg, 


Commanding Army of Northern Virginia. 


JANUARY 29, 1864.—Affair near Gloucester Court-House, Va. Ss 


_ Report of Brig. Gen. Isaac J. Wistar, U. S. Army, 


Fort Monrog, VA., January 29, 1864—9.30 p. m. 
(Received 10.30 p. m.) 


General-in-Chief : 
I forward the following from General Wistar, for your informa- 
tion : 


Captured some 3 prisoners, also some horses and arms, near Gloucester Court- 
House to-day. Hampton’s cavalry division, about 8,000 strong, with one battery, 
occupy Fredericksburg and Falmouth and scouting down to Gloucester. 

B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 


Sk 


, JANUARY 29 FEBRUARY 1, 1864.—Expedition to Isle of Wight County, _ 
Va., skirmishes near Benn’s Church and at Smithfield, and destruction of 


+ 


rai 


the U. S, steamer Smith Briggs. 


J 


Report of Brig. Gen. Charles K. Graham, U. 8S. Army, command- 
ing Naval Brigade.* 
HEADQUARTERS NAVAL BRIGADE, 
Norfolk, Va., February 2, 1864. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report the following as the result 


_ of an expedition organized under my command for the purpose of 
capturing a small force of the enemy which was reported to be sta- 


*For reports of Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, Capt. Guert Gansevoort, Lieut, Com- 


it mander James H. Gillis, and other U. S. naval officers, see Annual Report of the 
Secretary of the Navy, December 5, 1864, 


¢ ° 


Berne at 4 a. m.; passed down and up in front of the town without | 
_ discovering the gun-boats. A thick fog shut in everything. At 
_ daybreak returned up the river to Batchelder’s Creek, as our forces 
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tioned on the peninsula formed by Pagan and Chuckatuck Creeks ‘ 

and the Nansemond River. + 

On the afternoon of the 29th January the gun-boat Flora Temple ) 
was ordered to proceed to Chuckatuck Creek, to make a thorough 
reconnaissance at daylight the next morning, and the gun-boat Smith 

Briggs was sent up the Nansemond ; both vessels to return about — 
the same time, anchor at the mouth of the Nansemond, and await 

my arrival in the gun-boat General Jesup. 

On the afternoon of the 30th, I left Norfolk in the gun-boat Gen- 
eral Jesup, accompanied by the transport Long Branch, having on — 
board a detachment of cavalry, a howitzer squad, and afew infantry, 
which was subsequently increased by additions from my gun-boats’ 
crews to make the detachments number about 90 men, which force 
was placed under the command of Captain Lee, of the harbor police. 
The fog became so dense before reaching the mouth of the Nanse- 
mond that the gun-boat General Jesup grounded, in consequence of 
which both vessels were compelled to anchor and remain until morn- 
ing. ; 

‘At daylight on the 31st, we proceeded up the Nansemond and were ‘ 
joined there by the Flora Temple and Smith Briggs. Lieutenant- — 
Commander Gillis, commanding the U. S. naval gun-boat Commo- 
dore Morris,-which was stationed there, came on board, generously 
offered his co-operation, and it was gratefully accepted. The gun- 
boat Smith Briggs, with two launches and their crews from the 
steamer Foster, and the U.S. naval gun-boat Commodore Morris, 

all under the command of Lieutenant-Commander Gillis, who had 
received 50 additional men from the flagship Minnesota, were or- 
dered to proceed up the Nansemond as far as Holloway Point, at which 
point they were to land at 2 p.m. and advance to the village of 
Chuckatuck and join the force which would land at Smithfield under 
my direction. Everything being in readiness, I sailed with the gun- 
boats General Jesup and Flora Temple and the transport Long 
_ Branch at 10.30 a. m. for Smithfield, on Pagan Creek, and arrived 
at that point at 1 p.m. At 1.25 o’clock the force was landed, the 
whole under the command of Captain Lee, of the Ninety-ninth New 
York Volunteers. Captain Lee was ordered to advance to Chucka- 
tuck village, form a junction with the force landed on the Nanse- 
mond, engaging the enemy on the way if his passage should be 
resisted. I remained with the gun-boats General Jesup and Flora 
Temple, having placed them in position to command the town, stop- 
ping there two hours to cover the retreat of the force under Captain 
Lee, should it be compelled to fall back before a superior force of 
_theenemy, At3 p.m. the Flora Temple was ordered to proceed to 
Chuckatuck Creek and engage the attention of the enemy, known 
to be stationed in the neighborhood of Cherry Grove, and prevent 
its advance against the force landed at Smithfield. At 4 p.m., hav- 
_ ing heard no firing, and supposing Captain Lee to have met with no 
Pi, enemy, I sailed with gun-boat General Jesup and transport Long 
Hie Branch for Holloway Point, on the Nansemond River. Having 
reached the mouth of Pagan Creek, the gun-boat Flora Temple was 
discovered to be aground, and it was not until about 5p. m. that she 
was got off. I then ordered the General Jesup and Long Branch to 
put on a full head of steam and proceed with the utmost dispatch to 
Holloway Point. 
The weather was very inclement, and the fog became so dense 
toward night that it was almost impossible to proceed. Arriving at — 
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_ the mouth of the Nansemond, the pilot stated that he could not go 
up, as it would be impossible to keep the channel. Ordering the 
Tae of the General Jesup to.go on board the Long Branch, she NG a 

_ being of light draught, I directed him to make the effort to reach Hol- seas 
loway Point. Arrived at that place at S p. m., and was informed cae 
by Lieutenant-Commander Gillis that Captain McLaughlin, with 40. 14 
men, had advanced to Chuckatuck village ; remained there until dark Soar 
and returned, reporting that he had heard heavy firing in the direc- Recta 
tion of Smithfield, waich he supposed to have been occasioned by the Hata 
enemy resisting our landing at that point. Surprised at the non- en: 
arrival of the force which had landed at Smithfield, I ordered a de- seed 
tachment of 20 men to land and advance a mile toward Chuckatuck nee 
and look out for it, and directed the gun-boat Smith Briggs (taking 
the remainder of Captain McLaughlin’s detachment on board the 
Long Branch) to sail, with orders to the Flora Temple and General 

Jesup to proceed at daylight to Chuckatuck Creek, reconnoiter | NS bets 

_ thoroughly, and report the result to me in the Nansemond. On the 3 
return of the Smith Briggs I dispatched her at 6.30 a. m. with a com- wh 

- munication to Rear-Admiral Lee, at Newport News, giving the facts Ra 

_ as they stood, requesting him to communicate the same to you, and . 
informing him that I should land at daylight with all the force at my ig 
disposal and march to Chuckatuck. After delivering the dispatch, Met 
Captain Rowe was ordered to proceed at once toSmithfield. Ilanded = 
about 7 a.m. with a detachment of 80 men, 50 of them seamenfrom 
the Commodore Morris, kindly furnished to me by Lieutenant-Com- | 
mander Gillis, under command of Captain McLaughlin, and three . | 
officers of the Commodore Morris, accompanied by my twoaides,and 

_ proceeded to Chuckatuck village. Finding no enemy there I ordered . 

an advance a mile beyond, but could gain no tidings of the missing 

detachment. After remaining there for an hour, without hearing hi 
any firing, fearing the detachment had been captured or dispersed, = 

I returned to the river to make other dispositions. aes 
At this time, about 11.30 a. m., the U. 8. naval gun-boat Commo- oe 

dore Jones came up with a dispatch from Rear-Admiral Lee to Lieu- a 

tenant-Commander Gillis, stating that Ensign Harris had escaped Tee 

from Smithfield ; that Captain Lee’s detachment was surrounded at ae 
that point, and short of ammunition. Rear-Admiral Lee very kindly es 
volunteered to do all in his power to relieve the detachment at Smith- » ae 
field, and stated that launches with howitzers and ammunition had evil: 
already been sent. Upon the receipt of this information I imme- fg 
diately sailed for Smithfield, ordering the gun-boat General Jesup, ‘its 
which was lying at the mouth of Chuckatuck Creek, toaccompanyme, = 

On reaching the mouth of Pagan Creek, about 4 p. m., the information 

was communicated to me by an officer of the U. 8. naval gun-boat 

Commodore Barney that the Smith Briggs with the detachment of 

~ Captain Lee had been captured, and a few moments afterward a ter- 
rific explosion occurred, the enemy having blown up the Smith Briggs: 
to prevent her recapture. About the same time a white flag was dis- 
covered to be waving on the banks of Pagan Creek, a mile or so dis- 

tant from its mouth. A boat was ordered from the Jesup to ascer- 
tain the cause, and returned with Captain Lee and 3 others. The 
launches furnished by Rear-Admiral Lee, and which were towed into 
Pagan Creek by the Smith Briggs, were received with such a terrific 
fire from riflemen that after discharging their howitzers they were 
compelled to retire, the commanding officer and several of the men 
having been severely wounded. 
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For a full statement of the capturing of the force under Captain ~ 
Lee and the gun-boat Smith Briggs you are respectfully referred to _ 
Captain Lee’s report, which accompanies this.* All the officers and © 
men under my immediate observation acted energetically, and from ~ 
the reports of the escaped I am satisfied that Captain Lee, Ensign ~ 
' Harris, Lieutenant Harris, of the Jesup, and Sergeant Hyatt de-_ 


serve the most honorable mention. Captain Rowe, of the Smith 


4s Briggs, although severely wounded through the neck, remained at — 


his post, gallantly fighting his vessel until she was entirely disabled. 


The men fought most heroically, inflicting terrible loss on the — 


enemy. 


My obligations are due to Rear-Admiral Lee for the alacrity with — 


whick he responded to. my application for assistance, and the gener- 
ous efforts made under his direction to rescue the beleaguered force 
under Captain Lee; likewise to Lieutenant-Commander Gillis for 
the essential aid he rendered me in the loan of 50 seaman, and to the 
officers who commanded them for the cheerfulness with which they 
obeyed my orders. ; 

A list of the killed and wounded, as far as known, also of the 
missing, will be forwarded as soonas a reliable report can be ob- 
tained. : 

I am, general, very respectfully, &c., ‘ 
HARLES K. GRAHAM, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Maj. Gen. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER, 
Comdg, Department of Virginia and North Carolina. 


JANUARY 30, 1864.—Skirmish at Windsor, N. C. 


RHPORTS, HTC. 


No. 1.—Congratulatory orders from Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army. 
No, 2.—Col. Joel R. Griffin, Sixty-second Georgia Cavalry. 


Now. ‘ 


Congratulatory orders from Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army. 5, 


GENERAL ORDERS, | Hpgrs. ARMY AND Dist. oF N. CAROLINA, 
No. 20. \ New Berne, N. C., February 23, 1864. 
The commanding general announces with satisfaction the success 
of an expedition sent to Windsor by General H. W. Wessells on the 
29th of January, which resulted in breaking up the cantonment of a 
company of Georgia cavalry. Some prisoners were taken and a 


large number of dangerous persons secured. Arms, horses, mules, — 
wagons, clothing, and ammunition were captured. Lieutenant-Col- | 


onel Tolles was in command. He had detachments of the One hun- 


dred and third and One hundred and first Pennsylvania, Eighty- 


fifth New York, and Fifteenth and Sixteenth Connecticut Volunteers. 
A small party of the Second North Carolina Volunteers co-operated, 
as well as Lieutenant-Commander Flusser with 50 sailors and ma- 
rines, 

By command of Major-General Peck : 

BENJ. B. FOSTER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Not found, 
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. : No. 2. 
Report of Col. Joel R. Griffin, Sixty-second Georgia Cavalry. 


JACKSON, January 31, 1864. 
(Received at Richmond, February 1.) 
_ Yesterday morning with force of 200 men and mountain rifled piece, 
after fight of two hours with 1,200 of enemy and three pieces artil- 


ery, [Yankees] were driven from Windsor, N. C., to their boats.* 


_ We lost 6 men; enemy not known. 
J. R. GRIFFIN, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


_ JANUARY 30, 1864.—Scout from Culpeper to Madison Court-House, Va. 


f Report of Col. George H. Chapman, Third Indiana Cavalry, com- 


S manding brigade. 


Hpagrs. First Briac., First Div., CAVALRY Corps, 
ei Near Culpeper Court-House, Va., January 31, 1864. 
CaPrTain : I have the honor to submit the following report of recon- 
- naissance made by myself yesterday with a force of 200 men, con- 
sisting of 100 from the Third Indiana Cavalry, under Major Patton, 
and 100 of the Eighth New York Cavalry, under Captain Moore, 
acting major: | 
_ Leaving the school-house on the Waylandsburg road, about 2 a. 
-m., I proceeded to Clark’s Ford on the Rapidan River, and _find- 
ing the road obstructed in the vicinity of the ford with felled tim- 
ber, a crossing was effected below with some difficulty and delay. 
_ The enemy had a small picket post at this point, but they had evi- 
dently heard our approach over the rocky road, and succeeded in 
making their escape. Having got my command across I pushed 


on rapidly toward Madison Court-House. At Mount Zion Church | 


my advance came upon the enemy in some force, and a number of 

shots were exchanged, but before [ could so disposeof my main force 
as to cut off their escape they retreated in the direction of Madison 
Mills. The morning was cloudy and so dark that nothing could be 
seen save the flashes of the fire-arms. I afterward learned that the 
main reserve of the picket-line was stationed at this church, consist- 
ing of from three to four companies. Without unnecessary delay I 
proceeded to the point where the road from Hume’s Ford joins the 
road I was pursuing, and sent party to the ford, which delayed me 
‘an hour or more. In this neighborhood 5 of the enemy’s pickets 

were captured and 5 horses, and 1 man and 1 horse killed. From 
_ this point to Madison Court-House nothing was seen of the enemy 
except a few scattered men, most of whom effected their escape. 

At Madison Court-House no troops were found, and after halting 
_ there an‘hour to rest my horses and examine the town, I proceeded up 
the turnpike, intending to go to Mount Carmel Church. My guide 


_ *For report of Lieut. Commander C. W. Flusser, U. 8. Navy, commenting upon 
. Griffin’s report, see Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 5, 1864, 
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lost the road, however, and we crossed the Robertson at the covered 
bridge, and after traveling a number of miles over plantation roads, 


and failing to find the church, I returned to camp by the way of — 


Bethel Church and White’s Shop, having marched fully 50 miles, 
One regiment, the Sixth Virginia Cavalry, of Lomax’s brigade, 


variously stated at from 200 to 400 strong, were doing the picket, 


‘work along the Robertson. The brigade, I was informed, has en- 
camped near Madison Mills, and it is stated_by citizens there is no 
other cavalry in that immediate vicinity. No troops are encamped 
between the Robertson and Rapidan Rivers. 

I brought in 12 prisoners and 11 horses, and killed 1 man in a little 
skirmish with one of the enemy’s picket details. Also sent into the 
lines the family of my guide as refugees from rebeldom. My loss 
was nothing. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
[GEKO. H. CHAPMAN, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. | 
Capt. T. C. Bacon, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


JANUARY 31, 1864.—Reconnaissance to Madison Court-House and Mount 
Carmel Church, Va. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Wesley Merritt, U. S. Army. 
CULPEPER, February 1, 1864. 
The reconnaissance sent out yesterday morning went to Madison 
Court-House and Mount Carmel Church, out near Criglersville. 
Lomax’s cavalry brigade is reported to be at Madison Mills. No 
other Reps in that vicinity. Twenty-two prisoners were made and 
1 rebel killed in a skirmish with pickets. Sixteen horses and 1 mule 
and a sutler’s wagon were taken. The parties sent out met with no 
loss. The family of Robinson, whom the general commanding sent 
to me for help some time since, was also brought away. There is no 
large force of the enemy on our right front and flank, 
W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General. 
Lieut. Col. C. R. Smiru, 
Chief of Staff. 


FEBRUARY 2, 1864.—Skirmish near Strasburg, Va. 


Report of Col. Robert S. Rodgers, Second Eastern Shore Maryland 
Infantry. 

MARTINSBURG, VA., 

February 5, 1864. 
The party detached by Major Bell passed through Winchester, but 

were attacked near Strasburg and driven back, losing 7 men. The 
enemy reported, to be 100 on Fisher’s Hill and 200 at Woodstock. 
Have heard nothing from Major Bell. 

R. S. RODGERS, 


Colonel, Commanding. 
Captain Boonr, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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he FEBRUARY 3, 1864, Capture of the steamer Levi, Kanawha River, W. Va. 


‘ / REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Benjamin F, Kelley, U. 8S. Army, commanding Department of 
West Virginia. 
No, 2.—Capt. C. Regnier, commanding steamer Levi. 


No. 3.—Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, C. 8S. Army, commanding Department of Western 


Virginia. 
No. 4.—Maj. James H. Nounnan, Sixteenth Virginia Cavalry. 


No. 1. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley, U.S. Army, command- 
mg Department of West Virginia. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., February 3, 1864—6 p. m. 


(Received 11 p. m,) | 
The following telegram, advising me of capture of General Scam-. 


mon and the burning of the steamer Levi just received. Presume 


it was done by Ferguson’s guerrillas. Mulligan’s and Sullivan’s. 
forces have formed a junction, and are pursuing the enemy vigor- 


ously. Sullivan’s cavalry had a brisk skirmish last night near Rom- 


ney ; captured several prisoners : ' 


GALLIPOLIS, OHIO, February 3, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY : 
' Brigadier-General Scammon left Point Pleasant last night on steamer Levi for 
Charleston. ._ The boat was captured by the rebels at Red House. They burned her, 


and have taken General Scammon, 1 lieutenant of his staff, and Captain Pinckard — 


off prisoners. The boat’s crew and passengers are released. 
G. J. STEALEY, 


Captain, Quartermaster. . 


B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. — 


Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., February 4, 1864. 
(Received 6.10 p. m.) 


The following telegrams from General Duffié are transmitted for | 


, the information of the General-in-Chief : 


CHARLESTON, February 3. 
' Brigadier-General KELLEY : 

Dispatch received at 4 p. m. from Gallipolis informs me that General Scammon, 
‘with Lieutenant Millward, his aide, and 4 privates, were captured at Red House 
early this morning. The steamer Levi was burned. The boat was captured by 20 
rebel cavalry. No resistance was made by the boat. My cavalry is after them. 


CHARLESTON, February 3. 
General KELLEY : 

The Levi was captured this morning at 5 o’clock at the Red House Landing, when 
all were sleeping on board. To-night I send, under Colonel Hayes, 100 men and 
two mountain howitzers, on steamer Victress, to proceed as far as possible on the 
river, as I do not think they have yet recrossed the Guyandotte River. If they 
have not I will certainly recapture General Scammon. If I do not succeed by this 
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way my cavalry will recapture him if my orders are fully carried out. The officer 
at Hurricane bridge, who has allowed the enemy to cross the Hurricane Creek, is 
placed in arrest. I shall again call your attention to my request that a gun-boat 
should be sent here to protect the river. : 

A. N. DUFFIE, 


Brigadier-General. 


B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General, Commanding. 


Brig. Gen, G. W. Cunium, Chief of Staff. 


No. 2. 


Report of Capt. C. Regnier, commanding steamer Levi. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, 
Charlestown, W. Va., February 10, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY : 


GENERAL: | have the honor to forward by Colonel Jones the 
report of the captain of the Levi, who was captured by the rebels 
on the 3d of this month. All my cavalry returned to their quarters 
without success, after having pursued the enemy for five days. 

I would respectfully ask that the boats be placed under, my con- 
trol, in order to regulate the hour of their departure, and avoid by 
. this means all kinds of disaster. 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, yours, &c., i 

A. N. DUFFIE, 

t General. 
{Inclosure.] : 


On Monday evening, February 1, 1864, I left Gallipolis, Ohio, for 


Point Pleasant, Va., there to load with lumber, and to proceed up. 


Kanawha River Tuesday morning. After loading with lumber I 
was ordered back to Gallipolis that Monday night to await orders. 
I lay at Gallipolis until Tuesday evening, about 5 o’clock; was then 
ordered to Point Pleasant, Va., there to meet the general [E. P. 
Scammon]. He came on board about dusk. Soon after coming on 
board the general asked me if I could run up that night. I told the 
general it was too dark and stormy a night to run farther than Red 
House Shoals, there being a dug chute there, and could not run that 
without it being light enough to see the walls. I insisted upon not 
leaving that night, as I remarked to him before leaving we could 
not run the dug chute unless it was light enough to see. The gen- 


eral thought we could make time by leaving that night. I told him | 


we could leave at 1 or 2 o’clock in the morning, and make as good 
time as we could by leaving that night. Capt. G. J. Stealey, assist- 
ant quartermaster, also did not wish him to start that night, and tried 
to persuade him otherwise. The general thought best to go, and so 
ordered. I left the mouth of the river about 7 p. m.; run to Red 
House Shoals and tied up at five minutes past 1 o’clock. After see- 
‘ing the boat tied up I gave instructions to the watchman on the boat 
to have the pilot called at 2.30 o’clock. After giving those instruc- 
tions to watchman of boat, I went back in the cabin to retire; had 
some moments’ conversation with the general. He asked what time 
I thought of starting from there. I told him just as soon as the 
pilot could see; if moon would rise and not cloudy we would leave 
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_at 2.30 o'clock. The pilot was called at that time, and said it was 
entirely too dark and could not see. While waiting for it to clear 
“up some, so as he could see, the boat was captured. A lieutenant 
and 13 men came on board with a rush and secured all arms that 
were in the boat. There were some soldiers aboard ; to best of my 
_knowledge, some 16 or 17. No sentinel or picket was placed on shore. 
_ At the time of the capture of the boat I had steam up, pilot was at 


_ the wheel, the mate on the hurricane deck, engineer at his post. 


On arriving at Red House that night could learn of no rumor or 
hear of any rebels. After some little time, with a guard over pilot 


and engineer, the boat was run over to Winfield side; remained there 


until about 10 o’clock. On landing on that side more of the enemy 
came on board, making them number 28. Were taken some minutes 
after 5 a. m. ‘ 

About 10 o’clock, with the guard over pilot and engineer, the boat 
was ordered to run down to mouth of Hurricane Creek, and landed 


- about half mile below at Vintreaux Landing. At twenty minutes 
_ after 12 o’clock the general and officers were taken ashore, and ten 
- minutes’ notice given to crew and all to get ashore; they were going 


to burn the boat. The boat was burnt at 12.30 p.m. At that time 
is the last I saw of the general. After the capture of the boat, and 


during the morning, the general tried to induce the soldiers to stand _ 


and retake the boat, but could not. 
The above are facts, as I will testify to. _ 
C. REGNIER. 


No. 3. 


Report of Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, C. S. Army, commanding De- 
partment of Western Virginia. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Dublin, February 15, 1864. 


GENERAL: I inclose with this a copy of a letter received this morn- | 


ing from Major Nounnan, of the Sixteenth Regiment Virginia 
Cavalry, together with a parole* signed by 23 enlisted men of the 
U.S. Army. Lieutenant Vertegans, of thesame regiment, of whom 
the major speaks in complimentary terms, will start to-morrow for 
Richmond with Brigadier-General Scammon and the 2 officers of his 
staff—Lieutenants Pinckard and Millward. Major Nounnan and his 


_ small party, especially Lieutenant Vertegans, have performed their 


t _ 


duty in the most creditable manner. : 
I sent Colonel Ferguson with his regiment (the Sixteenth Virginia 


- Cavalry) to the Lower Kanawha late in December last. He has so 
far conducted the expedition with judgment and discretion; has 


captured much of the enemy’s property and a number of prisoners, 
and diverted the attention of the enemy in that quarter from this 
part of the country to the protection of their own border. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| SAM. JONES, 


“4 Major-General. 


General 8. CooPER, rm 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen. C. 8S. Army, Richmond, Va. 


~ * Omitted. 
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No. 4. 
Report of Maj. James H. Nounnan, Sixteenth Virginia Cavalry. 


LoGan County, Va., February 7, 1864. 


~ GENERAL: I left Colonel Ferguson in Wayne County on the 26th 


‘ultimo with indefinite orders and discretionary powers, and moved 


in the direction of the Kanawha River, along which stream I ma-_ 


neuvered in the counties of Mason and Putnam until the 3d instant. 
I entered Winfield (Putnam Court-House) on the morning of the 
3d instant at 3 o’clock with 40 men, and found a number of Govern- 
ment officials there, whom I failed to secure, and a Government 
steamer with a strong guard and a piece of artillery lying upon the 
opposite side of the river. With great difficulty | secured a small 
craft, capable only of care four men, with which I crossed a 
small party of 12 men, under Lieut. K. G. Vertegans, who obeyed 


her 


iat 


jf 


my instructions as speedily as possible in cutting the telegraph and — 


assaulting the boat, which surrendered without firing a gun, although 
having moored several yards from the shore. I found a valuable 


cargo on board, consisting chiefly of medical stores and tarpaulin, a — 


lot of arms, &c., and Brig. Gen. E. P. Scammon, Capt. William G. 
Pinckard, and Lieut. Frank Millward, of his staff, and Lieut. Will- 
1am C. Lyons, Twenty-third Ohio Volunteers, and 25 non-commis- 
sioned officers and privates. I secured about 20 horses and some of 
the most valuable medicines, demolished the telegraph office, instru- 
ments, wire, &c., and moved to the mouth of Big Hurricane, where I 
burned the boat and cargo of over $100,000 worth of medicines, de- 
stroyed the piece of artillery and a quantity of ammunition, paroled 
all the non-commissioned officers and privates except one, and de- 
termined to make my way through with the most valuable prisoners 
with as much speed as possible. The enemy pressed me heavily at 
all points in their efforts to recover the prisoners, and compelled me 
to come to this point. 
LT herewith send you General Scammon, Captain Pinckard, Lieu- 
tenants Millward and Lyons, and Sergt. Thomas McCormick, who 


refused to take a parole. I take great pleasure in bringing to your — 


notice the coolness, discretion, and courage displayed by Lieutenant 
Vertegans, as well as the good behavior and daring courage and for- 
titude of my entire force. I shall report to Colonel Ferguson, in 
Wayne County, as speedily as possible, and send the prisoners 
through from this point with a mounted guard. 


I remain, general, with much respect, your obedient servant, 


JAS. H. NOUNNAN, 
Major, Comdg. Detachment Siateenth Virginia Cavalry. 


Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Commanding Department of Western Virginia. 


P. S.—I send General Scammon and Lieutenants Millward and 
Lyonsincharge of Lieutenant Vertegans. The rest will be forwarded 


so soon as I hear from Colonel Ferguson. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. NOUNNAN, 
Major, &e. 


H 
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FEBRUARY 5, 1864.—Skirmish near Aldie, Va. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Robert O. Tyler, U. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS Division, 
February 6, 1864—9.30 p. m. 

T have the honor to report all quiet. The scouting party sent out 
yesterday returned this afternoon from Aldie and Middleburg, 
Their rear guard was attacked yesterday noon by 8 of Mosby’s men; 
they were dispersed, and the leader, who proved to be William BE. 
Ormsby, who deserted from Second Massachusetts Cavalry on the 
night of January 24, was captured, and is now being tried by drum- 


head court-martial.* Two men of the Second Massachusetts Cavalry . 


and 3 rebels were wounded. Five citizens were arrested under sus- 


picious circumstances. No evidence was found of any force being » 


in the vicinity. 
R. O. TYLER, 
a Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Colonel TAYLOR, | . 
Chief of Staff, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


FEBRUARY 6-7, 1864.—Demonstration on the Rapidan, including engage 
ment at Morton’s Ford and skirmishes at Barnett’s and Culpeper 
Fords, Va. 


REPORTS, HVC.t 


No. 1.—Itinerary of the First Army Corps. 

No. 2.—Maj. Gen. Gouverneur K. Warren, U.S. Army, commanding Second Army 
Corps. 

No, 3.—Brig. Gen. John C. Caldwell, U. S. Army, commanding Second Army 
Corps and First Division. 

No. 4.—Brig. Gen. Alexander 8. Webb, U.S. Army, commanding Second Division. 

No. 5.—Col. De Witt C. Baxter, Seventy-second Pennsylvania Infantry, command- 
ing First Brigade. 

No. 6.—Capt. William H. Fogler, Nineteenth Maine Infantry. 

No. 7.—Capt. Samuel J. Fletcher, Fifteenth Massachusetts Infantry. 

No. 8.—Col. Henry W.Hudson, Eighty-second New York Infantry. / 


‘No. 9.—Lieut. Col. George W. Thompson, One hundred and fifty-second New York 


Infantry. 
No. 10.—Brig. Gen. Alexander Hays, U.S. Army, commanding Third Division. 
No. 11.—Col. Samuel 8. Carroll, Eighth Ohio Infantry, commanding First Brigade. 
No. 12.—Col. Charles J. Powers, One hundred and eighth New York Infantry, com- 
manding Second Brigade. 
No. 18.—Lieut. Col. Samuel A. Moore, Fourteenth Connecticut Infantry. 
No. 14.—Capt. George M: Dewey, Tenth New York Battalion Infantry. 
No. 15.—Brig.Gen. Joshua T.Owen, U.S. Army, commanding Third Brigade. 
No. 16.—Lieut. Col. James G. Hughes, Thirty-ninth New York Infantry. 
No. 17.—Lieut. Col. Isaac M. Lusk, One hundred and eleventh New York Infantry. 
No. 18.—Col. Levin Crandell, One hundred and twenty-fifth New York Infantry. 
No. 19.—Col. James M. Bull, One hundred and twenty-sixth New York Infantry. 


* Ormsby was executed February 7, 1864. ; 
+See also dispatches from Butler, Halleck, and Sedgwick, February 3-8, in Corre- 


spondence, &c., post. 
8 R R—VOL XXXIIlI 


es Sat oe ona 


MRR OY Fi 2 OUANG Be, La Ne Ee elie ones ges ep AL, DM Ol ahd See eT 
fe Th Ua SIN AR ; Hash tise : f 


ii ik nel Sat 3 
ya hike Sa - f a 
Wien rea a ge A 


No. 20,—Lieut. Col. J. Albert Monroe, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, command- 


ing Artillery Brigade, 


‘No. 21.—Itinerary of the Third Army Corps. 


No. 22.—Brig. Gen. Wesley Merritt, U. 8. Army, commanding First Division, Cay- 


alry Corps. 
No. 23.—Brig. Gen. Judson Kilpatrick, U.S. Army, commanding Third Division. 


No, 24.—General Robert E. Lee, C. S. Army, commanding Army of Northern Vir- 


ginia. 


No. 25.—Col. Henry C. Cabell, C. 8. Artillery, commanding Artillery Battalion. 


Noy? 
Itinerary of the First Army Corps.* 


February 6.—The troops of this corps marched to Raccoon Ford, 
Rapidan River. Pickets were established, and the troops bivouacked 
for the night. After dark that night the colonél commanding [ First 
Brigade, First Division], with 300 men taken from the several regi- 
ments, moved to the ford and burned the village located there. Re- 
turned to camp without loss, but few shots being fired. 

February 7.—Battery B, Fourth U.S. Artillery, L, First New York 
Artillery, and A, First Maryland Volunteer Artillery, moved toward 
Raccoon Ford, on the Rapidan, pursuant to orders from corps head- 


quarters. Land A were detached from the rest of the corps, and 
_ took position between Raccoon and Morton’s Fords, this side the Rap- 


idan. The two batteries expended about 60 rounds of ammunition 
without eliciting a reply from the enemy. The corps received orders 


at dusk to return to camp. 


i 


No. 2. 


Report of Maj. Gen. Gouverneur K. Warren, U.S. Army, command- 
ing Second Army Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CoRPs, 
Aig March 23, 1864. 
GENERAL: I respectfully submit the following report of the dem- 


onstration against the enemy made by this corps on the 6th of 


February : 
Proper orders were issued the night before, as soon as received 
from you, to move the whole corps at daylight. Being very unwell 
in the morning, which was stormy, and the operations ordered bein 
only by way of demonstration, I allowed the movement to procee 
under direction of General Caldwell. I quote from his report: 
On riding forward to reconnoiter, I found that the enemy had a picket-line along 


_ the river and a force of 380 or more men in rifle-pits directly at the ford. I directed 


Brigadier-General Hays, commanding Third Division, to send a brigade across the 
river at the ford and to advance a half a mile beyond. This was done in the most 
gallant manner, and nearly the whole force at the ford was captured without the 
loss of aman, This brigade then advanced, with little opposition, to a ridge about 
three-fourths of a mile from the enemy’s intrenchments. The enemy making a 
considerable show of force in front of General Owen’s brigade, at the request of 
General Hays the two remaining brigades of his division were sent across the river. 
Understanding as I did that orders from army headquarters were not to precipitate 
an engagement, but to draw a large force of the enemy to our front, I determined 
not to advance farther, but to hold our position. 


General Caldwell then disposed our artillery to operate on the right 


‘and left flanks of General Hays’ division, brought General Webb’s 


division as close to the river bank as shelter from the enemy’s obser- 


* From monthly return, é 
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_ vation would permit, and stationed the First Division a little way 
_ back, at the edge of the forest. On learning the above result, I re- 
paired at once to the front, with instructions from the general com- 
manding to withdraw our troops across the river if I deemed them 


in danger of being overwhelmed, or to push our advance farther if 


it offered prospects of success. I reached the ford about 3p. m. and 

carefully reconnoitered the position of the enemy, under fire from 
_ his sharpshooters. 

Morton’s Ford is at the middle of a considerable bend in the river, 


whose convexity is turned toward us. The point of land opposite is _ 


about 1 mile along the stream, and rising gradually from the river 


_ it is seen and commanded for about half mile by the ground on this 


side. About 1 mile from the river a high ridge is found which, en-. 


circling the point at the ford, joins the banks of the river above and 


below, while at these points the enemy have complete command of. 


the ground on this side of the river. This ridge is also generally 
wooded and strongly intrenched. pe put 
In these woods and behind these lines were two camps. He had 
complete control with his fire over the point of land our troops had 
gained on his side of the stream. Our troops then were in a kind of 
cul-de-sac—a focus of fire. I soon determined, from the appearances 


above described and the force of the enemy (see General Owen’s re- | 


ort), not to advance farther, and to wait till night before with- 
rawing my command, as the movement of the troops drew the fire 
of the enemy’s artillery upon them whenever attempted. About 


_ this time General Newton’s command approached the vicinity of. — ag 


~ Raccoon Ford, in sight upon our right, and commenced with his 


artillery a demonstration against the enemy posted there. Just at : 


dark the enemy commenced an attack upon our skirmish line, and 
one of his regiments assailed & house where the right of this line was 
posted, and took it. Our men, upon being re-enforced, retook the 
~ place, and the line was re-established. The enemy continued a very 
Brisk musketry fire at long range from all his line around us, and as 
_the curve of the path of the ball at the distance was greater than the 


slight undulations of the ground, this latter afforded little or no pro- | 


_ tection to our men. Holding their position bravely against the con- 
centrating, plunging, and crossing fire, and replying as best they 
could to the enemy, mainly well sheltered, our men of General 
Hays’ division lost about 210 in killed and wounded. While this was 
going on, General Webb’s division was ordered by me to cross to Gen- 
eral Hays’support. Thefiring ceased after about one hour’s duration. 
General Webb relieved General Hays’ troops, and they withdrew 
2 with their wounded and dead to our side. General Webb withdrew 
‘his division about midnight. We remained on the river bank in 
“position all day on the 7th, and returned to our camp in the evening. 
_ General Hays, in his report, says : 
_ If supported by our whole corps I have not the least doubt that we would have 
been enabled to capture the whole force of the rebels, including camp and artillery, 


with less loss than we have suffered. 


Lest the sanguine opinion from so able and reliable an officer may 


occasion chagrin that we did not attempt more, I will state that the 
demonstration was made without any pontoon bridges being with us, 
and the river was cold and deep, and the ingress and egress from the 
water difficult, and that, although a foot bridge was immediately 
begun and pushed with energy, it was not passable till dark. It 


would have occupied most of the day to cross our troops by wading, 
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during which time the enemy would have been concentrating. It 
would have been easy for him to retire with his artillery if he had 
not felt confident of resisting our attack, Even if we gained pos- 
session of the intrenchments and destroyed the camps, we would 
have gained but little and been unable to maintain ourselves without 
much of our army being with us which was not prepared to come. 


Moreover, a repulse upon that open plain, with our whole corps en- 


gaged and the river behind us, might have occurred and proved most 


_ disastrous. The effect of the enemy’s random firing after dark upon 


our single division shows how much greater would have been our 


loss had the whole corps been exposed to it. Had we escaped this 


night attack our successful demonstration would have been a most 
gratifying affair. The losses we sustained, however saddening, are 


- greatly alleviated by many most cheering examples of gallantry 


and good conduct. The thrilling spectacle of a small column march- 


ing by the flank across a deep stream in the face of the enemy in 
open day has seldom been witnessed. Its unparalleled audacity 


destroyed the accuracy of the enemly’s fire, and paralyzed his flight. 
Capt. R. 8. Seabury, assistant adjutant-general to General Owen, | 


was the leader of this gallant party, mounted on his horse, and de- 
serves to be mentioned in general orders. Lieut. Col. William H. 
Baird, of the One hundred and twenty-sixth New York Volunteers, 
also attracted notice by his bravery. The Seventh [West] Virginia 


' Volunteers, commanded by Lieut. Col. J. H. Lockwood, though all » 


ready to go on the veteran furlough which had been granted them, 


chose rather to go to meet the enemy, and they returned with their com- 
mander and 10 of his men wounded. Colonel Carroll, to whose bri- ° 
gade the Seventh Virginia belongs, behaved with his usual gallantry | 


in commanding his brigade, as did also Brigadier-General Owen, 
whose brigade was the first acrossthe Rapidan. Col. Charles J. Powers 
commanded the Second Brigade of General Hays’ division in this 
trying situation, and his loss was heavier than any other portion of 
the command. General Hays’ disregard of danger was again con- 
spicuous. His horse was shot, and a bullet passed through his 
clothes. His aide, Lieutenant Shields, received a frightful bullet 
wound entirely through his breast. His assistant adjutant-general, 


_ Lieut. J. $. Sullivan, had his horse shot under him, and Captain 


Lynch, of his staff, had his hat torn from his head by a piece of 
shell. _ Brigadier-General Webb conducted all the movements of his 
division with vigor and promptness. Brigadier-General Caldwell 
conducted the operations of the corps during my absence in a suc- 
cessful manner, in accordance with the instructions from headquar- 
ters Army of Potomac. The Artillery Brigade, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Monroe, performed its duties most satisfactorily, moving 
with promptness and dispatch, though the roads were heavy with 
mud. Dr. Dougherty and the officers of his department took all the 
care of the wounded that could ever be done on a battle-field. The 
pontoon train, under Captain Barlow, U.S. Engineers, arrived in the 
night closing the 6th of February, but no occasion after called for its 
use. General Humphreys, chief of staff, Army of the Potomac, was 


present during the enemy’s attack at night-fall. Lieut. Col. F. A. 


alker, assistant adjutant-general; Captain Miller, aide-de-camp, 


Oe! See 


and Lieutenant Roebling, aide-de-camp, acquitted themselves hand- — 


somely. : 
: I accompany this report with a map sketch* of the vicinity of 
* See p. 117, 
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of casualties ; also copies of the reports of Brigadier-General Cald- 
well, commanding First Division; Brigadier-General Hays, com- 
manding Third Divisjon; Brigadier-General Webb, commanding 
- Second Division; Brigadier-General Owen, commanding Third Bri- 
- gade, Third Division ; Colonel Carroll, commanding First Brigade, 
Third Division; Colonel Powers, commanding Second Brigade, 
‘Third Division ; Lieutenant-Colonel Monroe, commanding Artillery 
ahha tfully, your obedient t 
ry respectfully, your obedient servant, : 
NA ait ed G. K. WARREN, 


Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding. ) 
General 8. WILLIAMS, 


x \ 


og Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Poss, ADDENDA. 
ye Return of casualties in the Second Army Corps at Morton’s Ford, February 6 and 
i 7, 1864. 
[Compiled from nominal lists of casualties, returns, &e.] 
| 
Killed. | Woundea.| Captured | 
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FEBRUARY 9, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER SECOND CORPS: 


3 Sir: The major-general commanding directs me to express to you 

the great satisfaction he has felt at the prompt and handsome man- 

ner in which the Second Corps executed the duties assigned it in the 

reconnaissance of the 6th and 7th instant, and to express his regret 
at the severe loss it met with in the operation. + 
Very respectfully, &c., 


y 


A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


* Embodied in Addenda, following. 
+ Complimentary dispatches also sent to commanding officers of the First and 
. Third Army Corps. ; é 


: 4 Morton’s Ford, made by Lieutenant Roebling ; also a nominal. list* “ 
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Fit aH pi Te No. 3. 


| Reports of Brig. Gen. John C. Caldwell, U. S. Army, commanding 
«Seas | Second Army Corps and First Division. 


s..\ HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY Corps, 
oP Stringfellow’s House at Morton’s Ford, Feb. 6, 1864—12.30 p.m. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I have crossed two bri- 
gades at Morton’s Ford with but little opposition, capturing 26 men 
and 2 officers, without losing a man: prisoners from Stonewall’s old 
| brigade; they report that there are but two brigades within 2 miles.. 
_ The enemy is firing from three guns. I have not yet replied with my 


_to 1,000 yards of their rifle-pits, which appear to be manned. They 


ing across another brigade. Ido not purpose to advance without 
~ further orders or until the arrival of General Warren. 
‘Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN C. CALDWELL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Corps. 


General HuMPHREYs, . 
Chief of Staff. 
it ® ph me 
HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, 
ur Morton’s Ford, February 6, 1864—2.15.p. m. 


| GENERAL: I sent a staff officer to General Newton, toinform him 
- that I had crossed a division and to learn his movements. He in- — 
forms me that General Newton is putting his men in position 14 miles 
_ from Raccoon Ford, and that he has-‘made no further demonstration _ 
- and did not intend attempting to ford until he had more accurate in- 
| formation of the forcein his front. The enemy israpidly re-enforcing — 
| his kne in my front. I have now a division across the river about 
| half a mile from the ford. Theford is very difficult. If it rains it 
| will be necessary either to lay a bridge or to withdraw my troops 
| this side the river. I respectfully ask instructions how to proceed. — 
| I have heard no firing except in my front. 
\ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Fe te JOHN C. CALDWELL, ay 
oy Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 
' General HUMPHREYS. ~ 


eA 


Hpgrs. First Division, SECOND ARMY CoRPS, 
March 22, 1864. 


' _ CoLong: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
| operations of my command on the 6th and 7th of February last: 

In obedience to orders from headquarters Second Corps, my divis- 
| ion moved toward Morton’s Ford at? o’clock on the morning of the 
) 6th. When within 1 mile of the ford 1 was informed by Lieutenant- 
) Colonel Walker, assistant adjutant-general of the corps, that Major- 
‘General Warren was unable to leave his quarters on account of sick- 


artillery, distance being too great. My skirmish line is within 800. 


are now showing more artillery, probably ten guns. Iamnowsend- 


TS to Re 


_ ported by a regiment of infantry, was placed in position near String- 


of the woods. 


‘ness, and that the command of the corps devolved upon me. The 


arrived on the ground and took command of the corps. I resumed 
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instructions which he then showed me directed that the Second Corps 
should move to Morton’s Ford and make a demonstration during _ 
the 6th, 7th, and 8th. On riding forward to reconnoiter I found 
that the enemy had a picket-line along the river, and a force of 30 / 
or more men in rifle-pits directly at the ford. I directed Brigadier- ; 4 
General Hays, commanding Third Division, to send a brigade across 
the river at the ford and to advance it half a mile beyond. This / © 
was done in the most gallant manner, and nearly the whole force ath 
the ford was captured without the loss of aman. This brigade then’) — 
advanced with little opposition to a ridge about three-quarters of a 
mile from the river, where it halted about a rifle-shot from the en- — 
emy’s intrenchments. The enemy making a considerable show of 
force in front of General Owen’s brigade, at. the request of General 
Hays the two remaining brigades of the Third Division were sent. 
across the river. 
Understanding as I did that the orders from army headquarters 
were not to precipitate an engagement, but to draw a large force of 
the enemy to our front, I determined not to advance farther, but to 
hold our position. To accomplish this I made the following dispo- 
sition : The left of the Third Division rested near the river opposite 
Stringfellow’s house, but the right was on open ground at some dis- 
tance from the river. To protect the right, which was much the 
weakest in infantry, the rifled batteries of Captains Thompson and 
Arnold were placed in position on the high ground near the river 
bank, so as to cover completely with their fire any approach of the 
enemy on our right. <A section of Captain Ricketts’ battery,’ sup- 


fellow’s house, so as to enfilade any force advancing against our left. | _ 
The other four guns of- Captain Ricketts were placed behind the 
crest near Captain Arnold’s position, ready to come into battery at 
any moment if needed. At the same time the Second Division, 
Brigadier-General Webb commanding, was advanced to within a 
short distance of the river, while the First Division was in the edge 


Between 4 and 5 o’clock inthe afternoon Major-General Warren 


command of my division, and by command of General Warren sent 
the remainder of the First’ Brigade to the support of the section of 
artillery at Stringfellow’s house, " 
During the 7th my division was not engaged, and at sunset we 
returned to camp. 
The gallantry of General Hays, whose division did all the fighting, ~ 
was conspicuous. His report will doubtless give you a list of his | 
officers who distinguished themselves. If the object of our move- 
ment was to make a demonstration merely, and cause the enemy to — 
mass a large force in our front, I am confident it was entirely suc- 
cessful. 2 ‘ 
Tam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN C. CALDWELL, 
Brig. Gen., U. S. Volunteers, Commanding First Division. 
Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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¢ No. 4. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Alexander S. Webb, U. S. Army, commanding 
ae pet Second Division. 


_ Hpgrs. SEconp Division, Second Army Corps, 

F OK February 13, 1864. 

' CotoneL: I have the honor to: report that this division left its 
camp at 8.30 a, m. on the 6th instant, having been ready to march 
at 7a. m. Proceeding to Morton’s Ford, it was held in reserve, by 
order of Brigadier-General Caldwell, before and during the engage- 

ment of the Third Division with the enemy. At about 6 p.m. 

_ Major-General Warren directed that one brigade of this division 
‘should re-enforce Brigadier-General Hays. The First Brigade was 
detailed for this duty, and was posted on the right of Colonel Car- 
roll’s brigade, by about 6.30 p. m., losing 2 men wounded in crossing 
the rough bridge built during the day. At’ p. m. the remainder 
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of the division was ordered over the Rapidan, and by 8 o’clock had — 


been reported to Brigadier-General Hays by myself and posted to sup- 


port his line. My own headquarters was established with General | 


Hays in the house on the left of his line. At about 10 p. m. Major- 
General Warren ordered that the picket-line should be relieved by 
this division, and the First Brigade, Colonel Baxter commanding, 
_ was directed to deploy to the front, for this purpose, and to relieve 
-the entire line. As it was very dark this movement required some 


two hours, and a part of General Hays’ line (the pickets of General _ 


_ Owen’s brigade) was not relieved by Colonel Baxter, since it was 
_ reported that the brigade would not cover the whole of the front. 
_In accordance with the directions of the major-general commanding, 
| I directed Colonel Baxter to relievé his whole line, gradually with- 
drawing his command to the other side of the river, and leaving but 


75 men to keep up a semblance of a picket-line. Atabout12 o'clock 


I crossed the river. At 1.15 it was reported to me that all were 

i across, since upon relieving the line of pickets the enemy had closed 
in and forced my semblance of a picket-line to retire in haste. The 

} command returned to this camp on the night of Sunday, the 7th in- 

| stant. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 


7 servant, 
a ALEX. S. WEBB, 
Brigadier-General, U. 8. Volunteers, Commanding Division. 


Lieut. Col. Francis A. WALKER, 
is ; ‘Assistant Adjutant-General. 


tom No. 5. 
| Report of Col. De Witt C. Baxter, Seventy-second Pennsylvania 
: Infantry, commanding First Brigade. 


Hpgrs. First BRIGADE, SECOND Div., SECOND CoRPS, 
February 8, 1864. 


Caprain : I have the honor to present the following report of the | 


operations of the First Brigade in the late reconnaissance made by 
thi 


e Second Corps : ; : thi 
In compliance with orders received on the morning of the 6th in- 
‘stant, the brigade moved into position on the right of the division 
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‘at 7.30 a. m., and proceeded to Morton’s Ford via Stevensburg. The 


Third Division of the Second Corps having crossed part of its com- _ 


mand, the remaining portion was formed in line, in an open field, in 
full view of the enemy, this brigade forming the second line, also in 


full view, about 100 paces in the rear, with its left resting on the ~ 
_ - yoad leading to the ford. The Third Division having been thrown 


across the river, this brigade was moved forward upon the ground 


they left. In this position it remained until about 7 o’clock in the 


evening, when it was conducted by the right flank across the river, 


and joined upon the right of Colonel Carroll’s brigade to the Third 


Division. Detachments from the EHighty-second New York,* Nine- 
teenth Maine, and Fifteenth Massachusetts Volunteers were imme- 
diately deployed as skirmishers, connecting with Carroll’s line, 
prolonging it to the right nearly to the river. Poe > | 

It was now so dark that objects could not be distinguished at 10 
paces. About 10 0’clock received orders to relieve all the skirmish- 
ers belonging to the Third (General Hays’) Division. In consequence 


of the extreme darkness, and an evident error:on the part of some 


Y¥ 


i 


a 


of the officers of the Third Division line, much time was lost and 
great risk was occasioned in executing this order. The Fourth Ohio 
Volunteers were promptly and properly relieved, they remaining at 
their posts until relieved, all the others having withdrawn before 
being relieved, making it necessary to establish anew line, the direc- 
tion of which could not be correctly ascertained on account of the 
darkness. Once the line was conducted to within less than 20 paces 
of the enemy’s line, and, if it had not have drawn their fire, would 
in all probability have marched into and beyond their line without 
discovering the mistake in time to avert serious danger. 
All the troops having been withdrawn to the north side of the 
river, none were left but the skirmish line. General Webb being 
upon the ground, directed the necessary arrangements for the with- 
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drawal of these, which was done as nearly as possible as directed, — 


in doing which a detachment of 75 men from the Nineteenth Maine 
Volunteers, under the command of Captain Nash, was stationed 
about the house and grounds lately occupied as the headquarters of 
General Hays. Detachmentsfromthe Fifteenth Massachusetts, Nine- 
teenth Maine, and Kighty-second New York Volunteers, numbering 
about 150 men, were posted about 100 rods to the south and west of 
the ford, on the brow of a hill. Those at the house were ordered to 
remain about two hours and a half, if not molested, and then quietly 
fall back to within 100 rods of the bridge at the ford, and there 
remain until daylight ; but if attacked, both detachments were ordered 


to fall back in good order and cross the bridge, but to make all rea- — 


sonable resistance without risking a capture. To insure the safety 
of these men another detachment of about 30 men, under command 
of Captain Spaulding, was posted about 20 rods in front of the bridge, 
deployed, with instructions to hold the bridge until all the others 
should cross. Another detachment of about 50 men, under com- 
mand of Captain Hamilton, of the One hundred and fifty-second 
New York Volunteers, was posted upon the island and along the left 
bank of the river covering the island, with instructions to act on the 
defensive, but not to leave their position on the river without orders. 
The rest of the brigade was now withdrawn as quietly as possible 
to the north side of the river, and reoccupied the ground they had 


left in the evening before crossing. This was about 2.30 o’clock in 


the morning (the 7th). 
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| The enemy, discovering the withdrawal of the line on part of their’ 
| front, made an advance; but coming in contact with the left of the 
| detachment under Captain Cummings they opened fire, which was es. 
instantly returned, and had the effect to check their movementsin 
that direction. Finding them making an effort to turn his flank, KS 
; Captain Cummings quietly fell back to the bridge and crossed to the 
) island, from which he was ordered to rejéin his regiment. Captain 
Nash, finding the enemy encroaching and his friends on his right 
_ gone, also fell back, and was ordered to his regiment. Captain | 
Spaulding, seeing the last of the other detachments pass the bridge, 
+ crossed with his command also. The pickets on the island and left 
( bank of the river remained—those on the island until daylight. 
' In about a half hour after the last detachment crossed the bridge 
amounted soldier approached the bridge to the very abutment, when 
_ he was fired on from the island. Theshotwasthoughttohavetaken 
§ effect, as he exclaimed as though wounded, turned to the rear, and 
| left ina few minutes. About a dozen mounted men approached the 
j river, opposite the island, and fired, when those upon the island 
returned the fire and drove them off. They then sent a strong body 
of skirmishers and filled the rifle-pits. At this Captain Hamilton — 
withdrew his pickets from the island, but not without exchanging — 
shots with the enemy. Captain Hamilton remained on duty, guard- 
ing the ford all day. At 6.30 p. m. the brigade was ordered back to 
camp, where they arrived about 9.30. ; 
_ The total loss in this brigade was 2 wounded—Sersgt. J. N. Hink- | 
ley and Private James F. Chase, both of the Nineteenth Maine Vol-. 
unteers. r : 2 
- Nine muskets, abandoned by the enemy in the morning, were 
placed in charge of Lieutenant West, of the One hundred and ei 
twenty-fifth New York Volunteers, with instructions to turnthem 
over to his division commander. ; mgt 
With much respect, 


: D. W. C. BAXTER, 

Be Colonel, Commanding First Brigade. 

) Capt. J. P. Woop, wie . 
“ Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Division. — 


No. 6. 
Report of Capt. William H. Fogler, Nineteenth Maine Infantry. 


¢ HEADQUARTERS NINETEENTH MAINE VOLUNTEERS, | 

i Near Stevensburg, Va., February 8, 1864. 
Captain : I have the honor to make the following report of the 

operations of this regiment during the 6th and 7th instant: cane 

We left our present camp at 7a. m. February 6, 1864, the third | 
regiment of the brigade in the line of march. Were moved to a 

' point near Morton’s Ford, on the north bank of the Rapidan ; ar- 
rived there about 11 a.m. Remained in line with the rest of the of 
brigade during the passage of the Third Division across the river, cs 
and until dark, when we received orders to cross the river at the 
bridge, which was accomplished. We were placed in position on 

the left of the Fifteenth Massachusetts Regiment, about half a mile ‘ 
from the river, and some 10 rods to the right of the road, which ie) 

‘runs perpendicularly to the river from the bridge. At once received 
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‘orders to place skirmishers 100 yards in our front, which was done, — 
Companies D, Lieutenant Pierce, and F, Captain Starbird, com- — 


manding, being selected for that duty. About 9 p. m, received 


orders to detail two companies for same duty, who were to be de- — 


ployed on the right of the Eighty-second New York’s detail of skir- 
mishers, and to extend from their line to the river at a point about 
80 rods above the bridge. Companies B, Captain Parsons, and G, 
Captain Whitehouse, were detailed for this purpose, and reported 
to a staff officer of brigade, who conducted them to their position. 
About 10.30 p. m. I received orders from Colonel Baxter, com- 
manding brigade, to deploy the remaining six companies as skir- 
mishers on the left of the Fifteenth Massachusetts Volunteers, which 
had previously been deployed. Our line was to extend from the 
large house just in front of the left of the line of the Fifteenth 
Massachusetts to the house on the hill, to the left of the main road 


before mentioned, our line running across the open field. This order» 


was executed as soon as practicable. 

At 1la.m.of the 7th instant, received orders to fall back, form the 
regiment, and return to the north bank of the river. I did so with 
four companies, the other two having been taken by Colonel Baxter 
for the following duties: Company C, Captain Nash, to remain on 
the original skirmish line, with instructions to fall back if pressed 
hard before two hours, and to return at any rate at the expiration 


of that time to the north bank of the river and rejoin the regiment. 


Company A, Captain Spaulding, was directed.to form a line near 
the bridge, on the left of the road, to support the skirmishers, and 
to remain until the skirmish ‘line fell back. At 2 a.m. we were in 
our first position on the north bank of the river. The companies 
that were left on the other side rejoined the regiment about 3 a. m. 
We occupied this line until 7 p. m., when we received orders to 
return to camp, where we arrived at 10 p,m. 


Our whole loss was 2men wounded ; none killed or missing. Both, — 


men wounded were hit while crossing the bridge by stray bullets. 
The conduct of both officers and men of the entire regiment was 
excellent throughout. 
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. H. FOGLER, 
Captain, Commanding Nineteenth Maine Regiment. 
Capt. J. EK. Curtiss, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 7. 


Report of Capt. Samuel J. Fletcher, Fifteenth Massachusetts In- 
fantry. 
Hpgrs. FIFTEENTH MassacHUSETTS REGIMENT, 
February 7, 1864. 
_ Str: I herewith send you a report of the movements of this regi- 
ment for the last two days: 


We left camp February 6, at 7 a. m., with field and staff of captain, 
adjutant, surgeon, and assistant surgeon, and 128 enlisted men with 


rifles, and 6 musicians, and joined the brigade at brigade headquar- 


ters. Our place in the brigade was second regiment. We reached 


the Rapidan about 11, and formed line of battle and stacked arms, 
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4} with the Eighty-second New York on our right and the Nineteenth 


Maine on our left. 
About noon we marched toward the enemy in line by echelon, and 


4 halted quite near the river, and we, with the brigade, marched by the 


) flank and crossed the river and formed line of battle immediately. 


/ Isent out one company as skirmishers to cover the front of the reg- 


j iment, About 10 p. m., whole command, in connection with the 


remainder of the brigade, was sent to the front to relieve the line of 


mand was in the rear and close to the house and outbuildings, a short 


) distance to the right of the house occupied as General Hays’ head- 


_ quarters. These outbuildings were occupied by the enemy, as we 
found by receiving occasional shots from them. About 12 p. m., the 


} larger part of the skirmishers were withdrawn and recrossed the 
f river. ‘ Faas 

| _ My whole command, except one company, was now on this side of | 
| the river, and we occupied the position held at sundown. About 2 
} a. m. the company left on the other side of the river was withdrawn 


j and rejoined the regiment. Weremained on the ground the remain- 


| der of the night and during the day of February 7 At dark we 
} started on the march to camp, which we reached about 9 p.m. My 
i wholecommand returned with me, not a man being wounded. | 


My whole command, with the exception of two men who did not 


cross the river with us, did all that could be expected of officers or 
i men. The men are all in good condition and spirits. 


I remain, with respect, your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL J. FLETCHER, 
Captain, Commanding Regiment. 
Colonel BaxTER, 

Commanding First Brigade. 


g . No. 8. 


|’ Report of Col. Henry W. Hudson, ‘Highty-second New York In- 


Santry. 
Hpgrs. 82D REGimMENT NEw YorRK STATE VOLS., 
Camp near Stevensburg, Va., February 8, 1864. 
Srr: In obedience to orders from brigade headquarters, I most re- 
spectfully submit the following report of the part this regiment has 


| taken in the recent operations on the Rapidan River : 


On the morning of February 6, 1864, left camp near Stevensburg, 


/,in line with First Brigade, Second Division, Second Army Corps, 


‘and proceeded to Morton’s Ford, arriving in vicinity of the ford 
about 11 a. m., forming in line of battle on the Raccoon Ford road, 

then marching en echelon by battalion toward and within 400 yards 
of the river, where we halted until about 5.30 p. m., when we crossed 
the river and halted 40 paces in rear of the line of skirmishers of the 
Third Brigade, Third Division, Second Corps, deploying the right 
company as skirmishers, connecting the left to the right of the Fourth 

Ohio Volunteers, Colonel Carroll’s brigade, establishing the extreme 


right of the picket-line. At about 9 p. m, the remaining portion of 


-my command was ordered to relieve the line of pickets in our.front, 


which duty we performed, relieving the Fourth Ohio Volunteers, 
where we remained until about 12 p. m., when we withdrew the 


_ center of the line of pickets and recrossed the river, leaving Company 
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| skirmishers formed by the Third Division. The center of my com-. » 
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H, Capt. Thomas Cummings commanding, to hold the right until — 
he daybreak, arriving on the ground previously occupied by us about 3) 
-: 1.80 p. m., remaining there until 6 p. m. of the 7th, when we took — 
up the line of march for camp, arriving at 9 p.m. No casualties. | 


» Very respectfully, | 
Mee H. W. HUDSON, © ~~ ay 
i . ~ Colonel. i | 
ae Capt. J. HE. CURTISS, a 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. _ . — 


No? 9. fe 3 

Report of Lieut. Col. George W. Thompson, One hundred aud fifty- 
; second, New York Infantry. t = 
HEADQUARTERS: 152pD NEw YORK VOLUNTEERS, 

; Near Stevensburg, Va., February 8, 1864. : 
CapTaiIn: I have the honor to make the following report of 
__ the operations of this command in the late expedition across the 
Rapidan : } 
~The command left camp at 7 o’clock on the morning of the 6th — 


nae 


Del 


‘instant, and proceeded via Stevensburg to a point opposite Morton’s — 
an Ford, on the Rapidan River ; formed line of battle on the left of the — 
< : brigade, remained there about one hour, then moved forward in line © 
F i 


about 100 rods, where we remained until about 7 o’clock p. m., at — 
_ which time we moved by the right flank across the river at the ford, ~ 
and proceeded in a southwesterly direction about 150 rods, and again ~ 
i formed line of battle, and remained in position until about 12 p.m. — 
~.. The battalion was then deployed as skirmishers, and commenced ad- ~ 
Bait vancing, whet: we were ordered to and did reform and return tothe — 
north side of the river, leaving Captain Hamilton with 50 men on ~ 
the island near the ford. The balance of the battalion proceeded to. 
. the position last occupied before crossing the river. Captain Ham- — 
ilton and the men left with him remained on and near theisland doing ~ 
picket duty until 3.30 p. m. yesterday, when he was relieved and re- — 


a y Joined the regiment. Last evening, at 7 o’clock, we left this last — 
position and returned to camp, arriving about 9 p. m. 
Rey. Very respectfully, 

Bein 8 1 . p G. W. THOMPSON, 

‘same Leutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
i) Capt. J. EK. Curtiss, | : 

a ; Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Le ang Wor) 10. 

i Report of Brig. Gen. Alexander Hays, U. S. Army, commanding — 


pct Third Division. 

o. Hpers. THIRD Diviston, SeconpD Army Corps, 
February 13, 1864. 
oe CoLONEL : In compliance with instructions, I have the honor to | 


4 

report the operations of the division which I had the honor to com- . 
mand on the 6th and 7th instant : 
In obedience to circular, headquarters Second Army Corps, my _ 
division moved from cantonment and proceeded to Morton’s Ford, — 
on the Rapidan, Arriving in view of the river, and the enemy — 
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| position and strength. Under instructions from the general com- 
manding the corps, I directed Brig. Gen. J. T. Owen, commanding 
| the Third Brigade, to select and throw forward asskirmishers 300 of 
| the best veteran troops of his command. <A rapid dash brought them 
/ across the Rapidan, although the river was cold and deep. The ford 
| was defended by rifle-pits and unfinished abatis. It was, however, 
} carried without the loss of a man and the capture of 30 of the rebels. 
, Advancing to the ridge beyond, everything was carried for three 


) advance, I applied for and was re-enforced with the remaining force 
of my division. The position was held during the remainder of the 
day’s light, but as night closed upon us we were spiritedly attacked 


lantly and successfully repulsed, and at 6 p. m. quiet was restored 
) with our occupation of our entire position. 

| Iregret to forward such a long list of casualties, but it is solely 
| attributable to the faltering of two regiments of conscripts or substi- 
| tutes comprising the Fourteenth Connecticut and Thirty-ninth New 
York Volunteers. If supported by our whole corps I have not the 
least doubt that we would have been enabled to capture the whole 
force of the rebels, including campsand artillery, with less loss than 
we have suffered. I would respectfully refer you to the accompany- 
ing reports of subordinate commanders, and can only commend them 
to the general commanding the army and the War Department, 
awaiting an opportunity to set forth their particular claims. I 
‘inclose a list* of killed, wounded, and missing. None of our dead or 
/ wounded were left upon the field. 


/ force concentrated at Morton’s Ford to oppose us on the succeeding 
day. Werecrossed the Rapidan on the 6th and returned to our 
| present camps on the 7th instant. 

| Lhave neglectfully failed to call especial attention and notice to 
ithe conduct of the Seventh Regiment West Virginia Volunteers, 
‘commanded by Lieut. Col. J. H. Lockwood, of the First Brigade, 
| distinguished always among the first and foremost in battle. They, 
with their gallant leader, had re-enlisted for three years. The order 
for their return to their homes had been received and published. 
With a resolve to assist their old comrades in another day’s trial 
they marched with us and returned, bearing with them to their 
homes 1 commissioned officer and 10 enlisted men wounded. I ask 
recognition of my staff, First Lieut. J. 5. Sullivan, Fourteenth In- 
Jiana Volunteers, acting aide-de-camp and acting assistant adju- 
tant-general, whose horse was severely wounded; Second Lieut. 
David Shields, Sixty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers, aide-de-camp, 
severely wounded twice; Capt. J. C. Lynch, One hundred and sixth 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, whose hat was blown from his head ; 
Lieut. W. E. Potter, acting judge-advocate, and Lieut. John M. 
Fogg, acting ordnance officer, peneesy a ate De are 

Aa sry respectfully, your obedient servant, 

f I am, colonel, very resp hd ALEX. HAYS, 

aa Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Comdg. Division. 

- Lieut. Col, F. A. WALKER, 

iy Assistant Adjutant-General. 


. ae * Embodied in statement, p. 118, 


| giving no evidence of opposition, it was deemed advisable to test his. 


} quarters of a mile to a position giving us a full view of the enemy’s . 
} camps and intrenchments. Deeming it necessary to support my 
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i by the rebels on the right and left flanks. Their attacks were gal- 
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_. From reliable information obtained I am satisfied a large rebel 


‘men of my command behaved in their usual cool and gallant man- 


No. nis 


First Brigade. . 
Hpars. First Bric., THIRD Div., SECOND CORPS, 
2 . February 9, 1864. 
Sir: [have the honor to make the following report of the part 
taken by the brigade which T have the honor to command in the 


~ late movement across the Rapidan : 
About 12.30 p. m. on the 6th instant I received orders from Gen- « _ 
eral Hays, commanding division, to cross the Rapidan at Morton’s — 


Ford and support General Owen’s brigade ; accordingly, crossed the 
river, wading waist deep, and marched toward the Third Brigade. 


Asthe head of each regimental column appeared on the hill the 


enemy opened upon it with artillery, but with no effect. By General 
Owen’s direction I massed the brigade behind a hill on the right of . 
the Third Brigade. Weremained in this position until after 4 p. 


m., when the enemy commenced shelling our position, their missiles, © 


however, going over us. At the same time they advanced a line 
of skirmishers and threw down a column as if to get around our 
right flank and obtain possession of the road. Sosoonas I discovered 
this movement I moved my command by the right flank to check it. 


While moving we were exposed to quite a severe fire of artillery and — 


infantry, doing us some damage. Immediately I got into position to 
prevent their turning our flank. I moved about 50 yards to the rear, 


so as to cover the men from fire, and threw out skirmishers, who en- ~ 


gaged the enemy. The firing was continued until some time after 
dark, when it entirely ceased. We remained in this position until 
10.30 p. m., when I received orders from General Hays to cross the 
river, leaving my skirmishers out. I did so, and bivouacked in the 
woods to the right of the house occupied as corps headquarters. 
Shortly afterward the skirmishers crossed over. We remained in 


this position until about sunset on the 7th, when we received orders 


to march back to camp, which we did, arriving there about 8 p. m. 
I brought off all my killed and wounded to the hospital, estab- - 


’ q 


Report bf Col. Sanne S. Carnal Eighth Ohio Infantry, commanding Al 
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lished on this side, before we recrossed the river. The officers and 


ner. Iam indebted to the members of my staff for their assistance 


in the field. Captains Butterfield and Gregg, Eighth Ohio Volun- | 


teers, had charge of the skirmish line and managed it well. 


I append herewith a list of casualties, and inclose the reports of 7 


the regimental commanders : 
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Sir, [have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
8. |S. CARROLL, 

hg Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 

Lieut. J. 8, SuLLivan, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 


- command in the reconnaissance made by the corps to Morton’s Ford, 
on the Rapidan River, the 6th and 7th instant, and in the action 
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No. 12. 


Report of Col. Charles J. Powers, One hundred and eighth New i 


— York Infantry, commanding Second Brigade. 


Hpars. SECOND Bric., TarrD Div., Seconp Army Corps, 
February 10, 1864. 


Lizutenant: I have the honor to report the part taken by my 


across the river on the 6th instant : 

In comphance with circular order received from division head- 
quarters at 5.30 a. m. of the 6th instant, the command was formed in 
line on the Morton’s Ford [road], 1 mile north of the ford, at 8 a. m. 
of that day, the men supplied with three days’ rations in haversack 
and 40 rounds of ammunition, and there awaited the arrival of 
the division. On its arrival its position was taken in rear of the 
First Brigade, same division, which at once moved down the Morton’s 


Ford road to the ford. After a crossing had been effected, and the 


Third and First Brigades, Third Division, had gained possession of 


| the south bank, under direction of the general commanding division, 


this brigade crossed over by fording the stream at about 1 p. m., and 
were directed to form in line of battle in rear of a house situated on 
rising ground to the left and southerly from the ford, which was not 
accomplished, however, without several casualties, as the enemy’s 


artillery fire struck the column twice during its passage across the 


exposed ground. Behind this house the brigade lay in quiet and 


safety until nearly 5 p.m., when the enemy opened witha full battery 
from rising ground to the right and front, at a distance of about 


1,000 yards, and immediately following with an impetuous attack of 


| his infantry upon the skirmish line occupied by part of the Third 


Brigade, the right of which line was driven. By direction of the 


division commander the brigade was immediately advanced to the | 


/ crest of the hill, the Fourteenth Connecticut Volunteers to retrieve 


the lost skirmish ground and support the line, the Twelfth New 
Jersey Volunteers moving to the front but obliquely to the balance 
of the command, consisting of the One hundred and eighth New York 
Volunteers, First Delaware Volunteers, and Tenth New York Bat- 
talion, which lay down along the crest and near the house. The 
attack of the enemy was very persistent and continued. The Four- 


teenth Connecticut Volunteers were being pressed hard, and it was 
' found necessary to send still to that point the One hundred and 


; ‘eighth and Tenth New York Volunteers, when they together made 
| a firm advance of a good 500 yards and drove the enemy from a group 


of small houses and trees. It was now quite dark, and after a con- 


siderable musketry of half an hour longer all firing ceased. At 10 


p. m. the line was relieved by the Second Division of the corps, and 
under orders the brigade recrossed the river without molestation, and 
took position in line fronting the river, about 1,500 yards to the left 
of the Morton’s Ford road, with orders to remain and arrest any 
attack of the enemy. Here they remained until dark of the 7th, 
when the corps returned to its camp left on the morning of the 6th, 


I being ordered to leave a strong force to picket the front and guard 


the ford until morning. In this duty I detailed the Fourteenth 


Connecticut Volunteers, consisting of about 250 men under Lieut, | 


9 R R—VOL XXXIII 


rk 


180 OPERATIONS INN. ©, VA, W. VA. MD., AND PA. (Car, XLV. 7 | 
"Gol. §. A. Moore. And now the command is safely in their old — 
camp, in a better condition as to health than before those two days 
of exposure in deep streams, inclement weather, and the close en- 
- gagement of a formidable enemy. ae | 
; To distinguish between the conduct of the different officers and — 
men of the command, where all were at their posts, isdifficult. The — 
- Fourteenth Connecticut, One hundred and eighth New York, and 
Tenth Battalion deserve great credit for the heavy fighting they 
did, driving a superior force of the enemy and frequently using the 
“bayonet. Lieut. Col. T. H. Davis, Lieut. Col. F. E. Pierce, Lieut. 
Col. 8. A. Moore, Captain Dewey, and Captain Tait, commanding, 
respectively, the Twelfth New Jersey, One hundred and eighth New 
York, Fourteenth Connecticut Volunteers, Tenth New York Bat- 
talion, and First Delaware Battalion, did their whole duty. Capt. 
W. H. Andrews, acting assistant adjutant-general; Capt. W. H. 
Hawley, acting assistant inspector-general, and Lieutenants Por- 
ter and Du Bois, aides-de-camp, on my staff, I desire to mention as | 
having made themselves distinguished by their bearing and coolness — 
before the enemy. 
A nominal list of casualties, as corrected, accompanies this, It © 
' may be summed up in numbers as follows: 


4 


Killed. Wounded. | Missing. 
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Killed, 7; wounded, 116; missing, 23. Aggregate loss, 146. 


Tam, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES J. POWERS, 
Colonel 108th New York Vols., Comdg. Brigade. 


Lieut. JoHN 8. SULLIVAN, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 13. 


+= 


Report of Lieut. Col. Samuel A. Moore, Fourteenth Comments : 
Infantry. a 


Hpgrs. FOURTEENTH CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS, 
February 8, 1864. 
Str: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part 
taken by this regiment in the action of the 6th’ near Morton’s Ford 
on the Rapidan : } o 
At about 1 p. m. on Saturday, the 6th, the brigade to which this — 
regiment is attached was ordered to cross the Rapidan at Morton’s — 
Ford. This was effected in good order by fording the river, which — 
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| a at that point is nearly waist deep, and with but little opposition — 


from the enemy. As the regiment, however, moved over the crest 
of the first hill they opened a shell fire upon us, but without causing 
us any loss, as their aim was a little too high. About half a mile 
from the ford the regiment took up its position with the rest of the 
brigade under the slope of a hill and in rear of a small white house. 
Here we remained in line of battle, being occasionally shelled by the 
enemy until about 5 p.m. At this time the rebels made an attack 
upon our position, and this regiment was ordered out to the support 
of the skirmish line, commanded by Colonel Baird. ; 
The regiment advanced upon the enemy deployed as skirmishers, 
and drove back their line of battle for upward of half a mile toa 
place where there were about a dozen small houses and out-buildings 


situated in a grove of trees. Here the enemy made a stand, and the 
regiment fought them hand to hand, in some cases using the bay- 
onet, until the One hundred and eighth New York Volunteers and ~~ 


the battalion of the Tenth New York coming to our aid enabled us 


to drive them from the buildings. We held this point for upward. — 


| of an hour until ordered to withdraw to our former position, which 
| we did, leaving a strong picket to keep the enemy from advancing 


us. Our brigade then took up a position near the ford to check any | 
movement of the enemy in case they should attempt to cross to our 


while we were carrying off our dead and wounded. We brought off 
all of the dead and wounded whom we could find, but owing to the 
darkness of the night some probably escaped our search. At about 
11 p. m. we recrossed the river, taking our dead and wounded with 


side. Here we remained until the night of the 7th, when the troops 
of the Second Corps returned to their former camping-grounds, leav- 


| ing the Fourteenth to guard the crossing at Morton’s Ford cue 


the night. At about 11 a. m. to-day we were relieved and returne 
to camp. ; ‘ 
Our casualties in engagement were as follows :* 


Capt. F. B. Doten, of Company F, while trying to capture a party 


of rebels in one of the houses, was himself taken prisoner. The 


- officers and men in almost every case behaved themselves in such a 


manner as to reflect credit upon themselves and upon the command. 
IT remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, - 
S. A. MOORE, 
Lieut. Col., Comdg. Fourteenth Connecticut Volunteers. 
[Capt. WiLLiam H. ANDREWS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


- No. 14. 


» Report of Capt. George M. Dewey, Tenth New York Battalion In- . 


fantry. 


Hpors. TENTH BatTTALION NEw YORK VOLUNTEERS, 
February 8, 1864. 
Srr: I have the honor to.forward the following report of the part 
taken by this command in the action of the 6th instant : ; 
We left camp about 9 o’clock on the morning of the 6th instant, 
taking our position on the left of the brigade line; crossed the 


= Nominal list (omitted) shows 6 killed, 90 wounded, and 19 missing ; total, 110. 


from the ford, under a fire from the enemy’s battery stationed — 
opposite our right. th ; ia 
~~ Just before dark the enemy opened upon our line with artillery — 


ye 
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: -Rapidan at Morton's Ford in the early part of the afternoon, and 


took position in line of battle upon a slight eminence about 1 mile 


and musketry. We were advanced about 20 yards, taking position 
on the crest of the hill upon the left of the One hundred and eighth 
Regiment New York State Volunteers. Here one of our men was 


struck in the knee by a minie-ball; he has since died» Shortly after 


dark we were ordered to advance with the One hundred and eighth 


‘New York Volunteers and erie a house about 500 yards to our 


position in question we were ordered by General Owen, and after- _ 


front, and at this time held and occupied by the enemy’s skirmishers. 
Captain Everett, of the One hundred and eighth, took command and 
we silently advanced in line, crossing several ravines and sealing a 
high fence. Upon arriving at the house we were ordered to fire and 


a charge, and a terrible voiley was poured into the house, which was 


followed by a charge from our line, driving the enemy from the 
buildings and adjacent ground. 5 

After reforming, this command was ordered to the rear and to its 
position of the afternoon. A few minutes after our arrival at the 


ward by General Hays, to convey the wounded from the barn occu- 


pied as a hospital to the ford. We were occupied at this work until 
after our division had left the field. Every wounded man was 
removed from the hospital. No stretchers were sent from this side 
of the river to the hospital of the Second Brigade, and we were com- 


-pelled to remove the wounded upon extemporized conveyances of 


blankets, boards, &c. I crossed the river with a remnant of the 


men of my command about an hour after the last of the division 

had crossed, and rejoined the brigade early next morning. 
During the action we lost 3 wounded; 1 of these has since died, 

and another suffered amputation of a foot. 

_ My command numbered 4 commissioned officers and 65 enlisted 


men. Thirty of these men were recruits who had not handled a mus- 


ket until a day or two previous. They were first drilled in loading 


_ and firing on the morning of the 6th instant before leaving camp. 
It is owing to the perseyerance and bravery of the commissioned 
and non-commissioned officers, and some of the older soldiers of the 


command, that they acquitted themselves so well during the after- 


noon and morning. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE M. DEWEY, 
Captain, Commanding Battalion. 
Capt. W. H. ANDREWS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 15. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Joshua T. Owen, U. S. Army, commanding 
Third Brigade. . 


Hpagrs. THIRD Bric., THIRD Drv., Seconp Army Corps, 
. February 9, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders from 


division headquarters I left camp at 7a, m, on the 6th instant ana — 


f 


as 
val 


_ marched in the direction of Morton’s Ford, arriving within a half a 

j mile thereof at 9.35 a.m. I halted my troops and massed them 
in column by regiments, concealed from the enemy’s pickets, and 

_ awaited further orders. At 10.30 a. m., by direction of the general 
commanding the division, I moved toward the river, under orders 

| to effect a crossing and to skirmish with the enemy if he were so 
| disposed, but not to press him too hard, as it was not desired to bring 


onan engagement, but simply to make a demonstration. I threw 


| forward 300 of my best troops, under command of my assistant 


a adjutant-general, Captain Seabury, with directions to cross the river, F 


} drive the enemy’s skirmishers from their rifle-pits, and advance 

_toward the heights beyond, deployed at such intervals as circum- 
» «6stances might require. As the head of the advance column ap- 
proached the place of crossing some 80 of the enemy’s pickets opened 


; arapid but ill-directed fire upon it. A landing on the other side 
i was effected, and the rifle-pits immediately attacked and carried 


with slight loss. The enemy retreated in confusion, leaving in our 


hands as prisoners 28 privates, 2 lieutenants, and a number of small- 


arms. 
I immediately followed.after with the main column. I advanced 


_ toward Morton’s houses, located upon high and commanding posi-_ 


tions, in the direction of the enemy’s works, my skirmishers mean- 


positions I made my arrangements to hold them and _ halted the line 
of skirmishers. Immediately thereafter the enemy advanced a 
stronger line of skirmishers, and began rapidly to concentrate his 


! infantry and artillery. | } 
At 12.30 p. m. I telegraphed across the river that a heavy column 


cover from the enemy’s fire and held in reserve. Judging that the 
enemy had already assembled about 4,000 troops in my front, and 
that large bodies of men were still moving from the direction of 

Clark’s Mountain, I requested that another brigade might be sent 
) across the river, and at 2.15 p. m. Colonel Powers, commanding the 
4 Second Brigade, reported to me. His troops were deployed in line 
} of battle and placed under cover. At 3.45 p. m., the enemy having 
} extended his lines of battle and skirmishers to the right and left 
} and increased the vigor of his fire, indicated an intention to attack, 
and at 4.30 p. m. began to advance, his main attack being directed 
} against the two houses before mentioned, combining therewith a 
movement of a heavy column toward our right, with the intention 
of cutting off our communication with Morton’s Ford. The general 
commanding the division assumed command in person, and led on 
the troops to repel this attack, and by his direction I took command 
on the left and repelled the attack on that flank. By 6 p. m. the 
| enemy was repulsed at all points without gaining any advantage. 
f At 7.50 p. m. 1 was directed to recross the river with such of my 
| troops as were not on duty as pickets, and informed that my whole 
line of pickets would be forthwith relieved by General Webb and 
| follow after me. I left Captain Seabury, my assistant adjutant- 
/ general, in charge, with directions to retire by the left flank when 
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while driving the enemy rapidly before them. Having gained these — 


troops immediately in my front, and opened a vigorous fire both of = _ a 


of infantry was moving into position toward my left, and requested — 
that another brigade might be sent across. I changed the disposi-— 

} tion of my troops so as to counteract the enemy’s apparent intention — 

to turn my left flank. At 1.15 p. m. Colonel Carroll, commanding. 

the First Brigade, reported tome. His troops were massed under 
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relieved. I regret to say the line was not relieved, and my pickets Zs 
_ were the last to recross the river, which was accomplished, how- } 


ever, without loss at laim. | ee 
- I need hardly say that I am satisfied with the conduct of the bri- _ 
gade. The passage of the river under the circumstances was calcu- 


- lated to put to a severe test the bravery and fortitude of the troops. ~ 
To have been accomplished with so little loss is especially creditable 
to them, as indicating the good order and impetuosity with which it 
-. was done. : , 


I beg to make honorable mention of the following officers: Capt. 


i R. 8S. Seabury, my ‘assistant adjutant-general, in command of the 
skirmishers, for the gallant manner in which he crossed the river, 


being the first on the other side, and for the good judgment dis- 
played in conducting the line of skirmishers to the front; Lieut. 


Col. William H. Baird, of the One hundred and twenty-sixth Regi- 


ment New York Volunteers, for gallantly maintaining his ground 
on the skirmish line during the whole afternoon; also the officers 
with the 300 men (for whose names I refer you to the reports of the 
regimental commanders) for the efficient manner in which they man- ~ 
aged their commands ; Colonel Crandell, of the One hundred and 
twenty-fifth Regiment; Col. James M. Bull, of the One hundred 
and twenty-sixth; Lieutenant-Colonel Lusk, of the One hundred 
and eleventh, and Lieutenant-Colonel Hughes, of the Thirty-ninth, — 
for the promptness with which they executed orders ; Capt. Joseph ~ 
Hyde, assistant inspector-general on my staff, and Lieut. P. C. 
Rogers, acting aide-de-camp, for the valuable assistance rendered 
by them. : 
fam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
JOSHUA T. OWEN, 
Brigadier-General, of Volunteers, Commanding. 


Lieut. JOHN. 8. SULLIVAN, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 16. 


Report of Lieut. Col. James G. Hughes, Thirty-ninth New York ~ 
Infantry. a. 


Hpqgrs. THIRTY-NINTH REGIMENT NEW YoRK VOLS., 
February 9, 1864. 

Sir: IT have the honor to report the part this regiment (Thirty- — 
ninth New York Volunteers) took in the reconnaissance of the 6th 
day of February, 1864: 

The regiment left camp on the 6th instant at? a.m., with 18 offi- — 
cers ‘and 390 men under my command, I detailed Captains Baer 
and Schwickardi to command all the old soldiers of the regiment 
(100 in number) as skirmishers to cross the Rapidan River, which 
they did in gallant style, driving the enemy from their rifle-pits and 
capturing 15 prisoners. The regiment was the second to form line ~ 
on the opposite side of the river. It marched in line of battle to | 
within gunshot of the enemy’s skirmishers. About 12 m. Ichanged — 
front to the right and took position on the Morton’s Ford road. — 
About 5 p.m. I was ordered to form line of battle to the right of — 
General Hays’ headquarters, under a heavy fire of the enemy, which — 


; 


| was done very promptly considering that the men under my com- 

| mand were never under fire before and not two months in service, 

| _ My loss was 1 enlisted man killed, 17 wounded, and 17 missing, 

} Lieut. L. Derndinger was severely wounded in the left arm while on 

} the skirmish line. 

} I take pleasure in making honorable mention of First Lieut. John 

) McK. Hyde, acting adjutant of the regiment, who rendered me ex- 

cellent service on the field; also Captains Baer and Schwickardi 

; and Lieutenant-Derndinger, for gallantry ; also Chief Bugler Anton 

| Rang, for bravery on the skirmish line. I recrossed the Rapidan at 

} 1 a. m. next day. ae 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES G. HUGHKS, 

Lieut. Col., Comdg. Thirty-ninth New York Volunteers. 


Capt. R. S. SEABURY, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 17. 


1 Report of Lieut. Col. Isaac M. Lusk, One hundred and eleventh 
New York Infantry. 


Hpagrs. 111TH REGIMENT NEW YORK VOLUNTEERS, 
Dumpling Mountain, Va., February 9, 1864. 
-Caprain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
» reconnaissance of the 6th instant : ; 
- At ?%a.m.,in obedience to orders from corps headquarters, this 
/ regiment took up its line of march with the brigade in the direction 


of Morton’s Ford, the vicinity of which was reached between 10 and ° 


11 o’clock. Here the column halted while a detachment from the 
One hundred and twenty-fifth New York Volunteers, led by Capt. 
/ R.S. Seabury, assistant adjutant-general Third Brigade, was sent 
| forward to seize the ford and force a passage, which having been 


accomplished, the column moved forward and effected a crossing 


with considerable difficulty, owing to the strong current and depth 
| of water (which reached the waists of the men) and the steep and 
) slippery banks. After crossing, the regiment moved forward with 
the brigade and took possession of an eminence about three-fourths 
of a mile southeast from the ford, on which were a house and out- 
| buildings. We were ordered, in case of an attack, to occupy and 
| hold this house and out-buildings at all hazards. About 3 p. m. the 
/ regiment was ordered to support that portion of the skirmish line 
| held by the Thirty-ninth New York Volunteers on the left of our 
' line. The regiment remained in position as a reserve until about 5 
| p: m., when the skirmishers of the enemy, having been heavily re-en- 
| forced, moved forward and commenced a rapid firing. The regi- 
ment immediately deployed and returned the fire with such effect 
| that though the enemy outnumbered us 3 to 1 his advance was 
) stopped, and he was held in check until night put an end to the con- 
| flict. About midnight, in obedience to orders received through Col- 
onel Crandell, of the One hundred and twenty-fifth New York Vol- 
unteers, I withdrew the regiment and recrossed the Rapidan. 
_ Throughout the whole affair the conduct of both officers and men 
was such as to merit my highest approbation. Though suffering 
severely from cold, wet, and fatigue they performed every duty and 
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faced danger with a zeal and courage worthy of their past reputa-— 


tion. Although subjected from the commencement to the end of | 
the fight to an enfilading fire from the right and left, besides a direct — 


- fire from the front, our loss was only 1 wounded and 2 missing. 


Tam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. M. LUSK, 
- Lieutenant-Oolonel, Comdg. 111th New York Volunteers. 
Capt. R. S. SEABURY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 18. 


Report of Col. Levin Crandell, One hundred and twenty-fifth. New - 


York Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS 125TH NEw YorRK VOLUNTEERS, 
February 9, 1864. 


Str: I have the honor to make the following report of the part g 


taken by the One hundred and twenty-fifth Regiment New York — 
Volunteers, in the reconnaissance made by the Second Corps on the 
6th instant : . 


Orders to be in readiness to march at 7 o’clock were received on — 
the morning of the 6th instant at about 4.30 o’clock. The regiment 
was in readiness and took up the march promptly at 7 o'clock ; 
arrived at the cavalry camp, near Morton’s Ford, on the Rapidan, at — 
10.30a. m.; there was ordered to furnish 100 men toleadasskirmishers 


across the ford. One hundred non-commissioned officers and men — 


were furnished, together with the following commissioned officers, | 


who accompanied the skirmishers, to wit: Capt. John Quay, Lieut. 


HK. B. Hull, Lieut. B. G. Barto, Lieut. E. O’Connor, Lieut. M. B. 
Miller, and Lieut. E. §. P. Clapp. The skirmishers advanced and 
crossed Morton’s Ford at 11 o’clock, gallantly led by Capt. R. 8. Sea- 
bury, assistant adjutant-general, who was the first to cross the 
stream. The enemy’s pickets, to the number of 60 to 80 men, lay | 


intrenched on the opposite bank of the stream, within short range d 


of theford. They opened a brisk fire on the skirmishers, but effected 
nothing. Immediately on crossing the ford they captured and took 


27 men and 2 commissioned officers prisoners ; were then immediately 


deployed and advanced, skirmishing to the left of the ford, driving 4 


- the enemy into their intrenchments, and remained in that position, 


skirmishing briskly at intervals, from that time until 1 o’clock the ~ 
next morning, when they were ordered to withdraw from the line — 
and recross the ford, which was done in good order. That portion ~ 
of the regiment not detached as skirmishers was kept in supporting 
distance of the line until about dusk, the time of the general attack, — 
when it moved forward to the skirmish line and took part in the — 
skirmish. . 

Four were slightly wounded ; not so as to disable them in any way, 
however. Both officers and men behaved admirably. In nota ~ 
single instance can any exceptions be taken to the conduct of either — 
officers or men. \ 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVIN CRANDELL, 
Colonel 125th Regiment New York Volunteers. 
Capt. R. 8. SeaBurRY, a 
Assistant Adjutant-General. ee 
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| has since died), and 2 wounded and missing. 
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& Report of Col. James M. Bull, One hundred and twenty-sixth New 


York Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS 126TH NEW YORK VOLUNTEERS, 
February 9, 1864. 


Captain: I have the honor to report that my regiment left camp see 
_ Saturday morning, the 6th instant, at 7 a. m., and formed in rear of 


the brigade, and proceeded on the Morton’s Ford road to a point 
about a mile this side of the Rapidan, where the brigade halted and 


| _ formed in column by battalion under cover of a piece of woods. At 
_ this point 100 men were detailed as skirmishers, comprising men of 


eight companies with their officers, viz, Companies A, B, D, E, F, H, 
I, and K. This detail, under command of Lieut. Col. William H. 


l. Baird, with the others from the brigade, marched to and crossed the 


Rapidan at Morton’s Ford and took part in capturing about 30 rebel 
prisoners at or near the ford. Immediately after fording the river 
the skirmishers were deployed as such, and advanced and were very 
soon warmly engaged with those of the enemy. They continued on 


duty until relieved about 7 o’clock in the evening, and recrossed the | “ 4 i 


river under orders about midnight. 


T accompanied the detail of skirmishers across theriver, where, as 
‘soon as the residue of the regiment, marching in column, reached me, 
I placed it, by order of General Owen, on the left of the brigade,ina 


road running nearly at right angles with the river. There we re- 
mained until about 6 p. m., when we moved out of the road, deployed, 


! -and strengthened the skirmish line on the left, where we remained 
-until about 12 o’clock, when we were withdrawn and recrossed the 


Tiver, joining the portion of the regiment under command of Lieu- 


| tenant-Colonel Baird. Soon after we bivouacked in the woods about — 


a mile from the river. We remained in this locality until nearly ~ 
dark, when we took up our line of march, arriving in camp before 


feo! Ds 11. ri 
It affords me great pleasure to say that the officers and men of my. 
command, both on the march and on the field, behaved in a manner 


satisfactory to me and creditable to themselves. 
The casualties are as follows: One killed, 19 wounded (1 of whom 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
~ JAMES M. BULL, ' 
Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. R. 8. SEABURY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 20. 


i Report of Lieut. Col. J. Albert Monroe, First Rhode Island Light — 


Artillery, commanding Artillery Brigade. 


Hpgrs. ARTILLERY BrRiG., SECOND ARMY CORPS, 
February 11, 1864. 
CoLoNneL: I respectfully forward the following report of opera- _ 
tions of the Artillery Brigade the 6th and 7th instant : 
In accordance with circular dated February 6, 1864, three batteries 
of the brigade—Arnold’s (Battery A, First Rhode Island Light Artil- 


188 
‘Jery), Thompson’s (Battery C, Independent Pennsylvania Artillery), 
Ricketts’ (Battery F, First Pennsylvania Artillery), temporarily — 
under the command of Lieutenant Spence—moved from camp and — 

joined the column near the headquarters of the Third Division, 


‘ 


Upon arriving near Morton’s Ford, Arnold’s and Thompson’s batter- 
ies were placed in favorable positions on the left bank of the river 
and above the ford, and one section of Spence’s battery (the other two 
sections being held in reserve) sent under the command of Lieuten- 
ant Mitchell about a mile below, where it was placed in position near 
Stringfellow’s house by Lieutenant Roebling, aide-de-camp to the 
commanding general. About 4.30 p.m. on the evening of the 6th 
Captain Arnold fired 42 shells into the enemy’s works, with good 


effect. 


On the morning of the 7th I arose at daybreak, and was surprised 


to find that the infantry had recrossed the river, not having been 
informed that the movement had taken place. Lieutenant Goddard 


was at once sent to withdraw the section near Stringfellow’s. house, 


- but just as he arrived there the enemy’s sharpshooters advanced to 
. the bank, about 250 yards distant on the opposite side of the river, 


and opened an extremely sharp fire on the section, severely wound- 
ing 1 man, Private Frederick Batts. Lieutenant Mitchell, being un- 
aware that the infantry had recrossed the river, mistook the enemy 
for our own men and allowed them to approach the river without 
withdrawing his section. At this time the regiment of infantry, 
which was there for the support of the section, was several hundred 
yards to the rear and out of supporting distance. Lieutenant 
Mitchell at once ordered the guns to be limbered to the rear, but the 
horses attached to one of the limbers becoming unmanageable, ran 
away, causing some confusion. So sharp was the enemy’s fire that 
it was impossible to withdraw the guns at once, but the infantry 
quickly advanced and the pieces were drawn to the rear under their 
cover, placed in a favorable position, and a few shells fired with 
effect. The batteries were not employed through the day, and at 
night returned to camp. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. ALBERT MONROKH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Artillery. 
~ Lieut. Col. F. A. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 21. 
Itinerary of the Third Army Corps.* 


February 6.—In the evening the First Division (leaving baggage, 


&c., in camp) marched toward Raccoon Ford, encamping near Pony. 


Mountain for the night. The Second Division marched to the vicin- 
ity of Morton’s Ford on the Rapidan, passing through Stevensburg, 
to support the Second Corps. No casualties. Returned to camp. 
At 4 p.m. the Third Division moved off in the direction of Culpeper 
Court-House, where the division arrived at dark and continued the 
march until 9p. m.; halted and bivouacked for the night about 4 
miles south of Culpeper Court-House. 


* From monthly return. 
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| — February 7.—The First Division marched about 2 miles nearer 
| the ford, and at about o p. m. returned under orders to its winter 
} quarters. The Third Division at 7 a.m. resumed the march in the 
direction of Mitchell’s Station, in the vicinity of which the division 
arrived at 10 a. m. and halted ; remained until sunset, when orders 
came to return to camp, where the division arrived at 11 p. m. 


a No. 22. 


| Reports of Brig. Gen. Wesley Merritt, U. S. Army, commanding 
ae First Division, Cavalry Corps. 


_ HEADQUARTERS First CAVALRY DIvIsIoN, 
Barnett’s Ford, February 7, 1864. 
Arrived here last evening late. Chapman’s brigade last night 
found but little opposition on approaching ford. Iam starting now 
to feel the enemy. Lomax is here below near Peyton’s Ford. But 
little loss yet. There is danger of my return being interfered with 


_wery horrible condition, much worse than I expected.. This will be 
_ telegraphed from Culpeper. Please communicate. : 
: ; W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General. 
Col. C. Ross SmirH, 
Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 


' _ CononEL: I submit the following report of the operations of this 
_ division during the recent demonstrations : 


- ing the Robertson River in two columns, at Smoot’s or Hume’s Ford 
and at Aylor’s Ford, where the enemy's cavalry pickets were driven 
in. These retired before the command, offering but slight resist- 
ance, to the Rapidan, which river was reached about 4 o’clock in the 
| afternoon of the 6th. Owing to the heavy roads and obstructions 
_ which had to be cleared away for the passage of the artillery, the 
_ Reserve Brigade and battery did not get up in time to do anything 
+ on the 6th. 
~~ Colonel Chapman’s command, consisting of parts of the First and 
_ Second Brigades, moved up to the ford with but little oe ae 
finding only cavalry (Lomax’s brigade of three regiments) on this 
side. It was driven across the river and the banks were picketed by 
_ our troops that night. Early in the morning of the 7th the artillery 
_ anda greater portion of the cavalry moved on Barnett’s Ford, when 
brisk skirmishing with small-arms and a lively duel was kept up by 
_ the artillery of Gibbs’ brigade with that of the enemy until after 
midday. 
mm  the eee did not show much infantry till a movement was made 
- by us tocross the ford, when a brigade, which a deserter reported 
five regiments strong, moved down to the ford to support the skir- 
_ mishers occupying the defenses on the south bank. Another camp 
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February 9, 1864. . 


by infantry unless ours keeps up demonstration. The roads are in 


The division moved as ordered on the morning of the 6th, cross- | 
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of about a brigade, located to our right looking toward the ford, did 


not display any troops at all. The enemy appeared to desire to be 
quiet and made no unnecessary noise or demonstration. It was not 
until my artillery opened that the other side showed any, but then 
the enemy fired very rapidly from two positions about a mile apart, 
the guns in one battery being heavy artillery. The demonstration 
was kept up until 1 p. m. on the 7th, when receiving orders to re- 
turn I did so, recrossing the Robertson by Clark’s and Aylor’s 
Fords. The enemy did not molest us on our return and the com- 
mand arrived in camp the same evening, without other loss than the 


i, _\ killed and wounded, a list of which I inclose. But 5 prisoners were 


made. The country through which we passed is rich and produc- 
tive. There seems to be considerable forage yet in shock on the 


farms between the two rivers. From 12 to 15 head of beef-cattle 


were brought in by the command. There was not much hard fight- 
ing, but enough to show that the men and officers of the division 
had lost none of the spirit of last year’s campaign. Colonel Chap- 
man’s command pressed forward vigorously, giving Lomax, with 
his little brigade, no time to rest even in the strongest positions, and 
Captain Ash, of the Fifth Cavalry, made a spirited charge with his 
squadron driving more than his number of the enemy’s infantry out 


of a peculiarly strong place. 


Véry respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; W. MERRITT, 
/ Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding Division.. 
Col. C. Ross Surry, 


Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps Headquarters. 3 
_ Return of casualties in First Cavalry Division in reconnaissance to Barnett’s Ford. 
5 7 
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No. 23. 


q Report of Brig. Gen. Judson Kilpatrick, U. 8S. Army, commanding 


Third Division. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD Division, CAVALRY CorRPs, - 
February 7, 1864. 
_‘Captain: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with 
instructions from headquarters Cavalry Corps, I proceeded, on the 
morning of the 6th, with a portion of my division (1,360 officers and 


men and one battery) to Culpeper Ford ; crossed at 11 a. m. without | 


opposition, A portion of my people crossed at the same hour at 
Germanna, above, and Ely’s Ford, below. Reconnoitering parties 
were at once sent out toward Chancellorsyille and on the different 
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roads from the Germanna pike, across the stone pike, over to the 
| plank road from Orange Court-House to Fredericksburg. A con- 
| siderable force under Colonel Alger drove a small body of rebel cav- 
alry on the ridge road to Robertson’s Tavern, and thence across to 
the plank road. Major Cooke, with his regiment, also made a suc- 
| cessful reconnaissance up the river above Germanna as far as Jacobs’ 
Ford, capturing the picket at that point. This ended operations for 
pee cay, and I went into camp near , on the Germanna plank 
road. . 
| From all that I could learn, the enemy occupy the same position 
* as when our army crossed in November last. He has no consider- 
{ able force this side of Mine Run. Hampton’s cavalry is at Hamil- 

| ton’s Crossing. A large number of his men are without horses or | 
; arms; 240 of his men picket the river from Germanna to the United 
| States Ford ; only a few of the last detail sent had horses. At6a. | 

-m. onthe 7th I received orders to recross the river and return to . 

camp. At9a.m.my entire command had recrossed without moles- — 
| tation, and reached camp at 4p. m. without loss of aman. A few 

) prisoners were taken and forwarded to the provost-marshal of the 

| corps. 


Very respectfully, 7 | 
J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


| Capt. E. B. Parsons, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


: : No. 24. 


Report of General Robert EH. Lee, CO. S. Army, commanding Army 
es of Northern Virginia. 

ORANGE CouRT-HoUSsE, February 8, 1864. 
The forces of the enemy which crossed at Morton’s Ford on Satur- 

/ day were driven to the river under cover of their guns that even-_ 
ing. During the night they recrossed te the north bank, but re- 
' mained in position yesterday. This morning they have disappeared. 
| They left 17 dead and 46 prisoners in our hands. Our loss, 4 killed _ 
' and 20 wounded.* The guard at the ford (a lieutenant and 25 men), — 
while bravely resisting the passage of the enemy, were captured. 

_ The enemy’s cavalry which appeared at Barnett’s Saturday retired 

~ across Robertson River Sunday evening. 

: R. EH. LEE, 


General. 


General 8. Cooper, 
Bs Adjutant and Inspector General. 


ia No. 25. na 
Report of Col. Henry C. Cabell, C. S. Artillery, commanding Artil-  — 
lery Battalion, 
FEBRUARY 8, 1864. 


GeneraL: Saturday morning between 10 and 11 o’clock a large 
- force of the enemy drove inour pickets at Morton’s Ford. The First 


Pu) 


*Nominal list shows casualties in Lomax’s brigade to have been 1 killed, 2 a 
wounded, and 5 missing. 
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. This gave double the usual force. These troops hurried forward to 

_ tery was without support. I ordered up Captain Carlton’s battery. 
It came up almost simultaneously with the infantry and was put in 
_ teries served to prevent any farther advance of the enemy at that 
dispositions of the artillery were made after his arrival. One of the 


rived. I afterward ordered up from Raccoon Ford a rifled gun from 


_ promptly forward. It was put in position on the left immediately ~ 


‘road leading to the ford. These works are a mile or more from the ~ 


- Morton’s residence, which entirely conceal the road from that point 
_ tothe ford. The morning was foggy and cloudy. The first intima- 
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Company of Richmond Howitzers, in charge of First Lieut. R. M. i : 
Anderson, was in position at the breast-works on the right of themain — 


ford and afford no command of it, the view being cut off by the . | 
irregularities of the ground and by the cluster of houses at Dr. — 


tion Lieutenant Anderson had of tne crossing of the enemy was from 
an officer who requested him to fire the signal gun. | 

At that time the Yankee skirmishers had advanced as far as Dr. 
Morton’s residence, about 800 yards distant. They were at first 
thought to be our pickets falling back. About the same time several 
Yankee batteries advanced in the plain on the opposite side of the 
river and took position so as to cover our front and the advance of 
their infantry. After firing the signal gun Lieutenant Anderson 


“opened upon these batteries. Ascertaining that the skirmishersin 


front were our enemies, he opened fire with great spirit upon them. 
This served to halt their advance and was the means of securing the 
position. Fortunately that morning Steuart’s brigade was relieving ~ 
two regiments of Ramseur’s and two regiments of Doles’ brigade. 


the works and arrived very promptly, considering the distance from 
their camps. There was, however, a considerable time that the bat- 


position on the right of the howitzers. The firing of these two bat- — 


time. I had sent Lieutenant Powell to give information to Lieu- — 
tenant-General Ewell, and he arrived very promptly. The further 


guns of the howitzer battery was shifted to a position on the left of 7 
the road. This gun (a Napoleon) was in charge of Lieut. John 7 
Nimmo. This was being done when Lieutenant-General Ewell ar- 


Captain Manly’s battery. Lieutenant Payne brought the gun ~ 


over the river, so as to command the enemy’s batteries expected to 
advance on the opposite side of the river. Its position also com- — 
manded in part the approach from Morton’s Ford. o 
, Later in the day I ordered up from Somerville Ford a Parrott gun 
of Fraser’s battery. These two last guns were designed to bear upon — 
the enemy’s guns, which it was thought would be advanced in case 
a determined occupation was intended by the enemy. This gun was — 
promptly brought forward by Lieutenant Falligant and placed in — 
position in the works immediately below Raccoon Ford. - 

I cannot speak in terms too high of the gallantry, promptness, and: 
constancy displayed by the First Company of Richmond Howitzers. — 
Without support, they drove back the enemy and held them in check ~ 
until the arrival of infantry support. The prompt arrival of Cap- — 
tain Carlton’s battery enabled that battery also to participate in part 
in the credit due to checking the advance of the enemy, and thus — 
securing our possession of this line. During the various advances — 
of the enemy and the subsequent successful advance of our skir- 
mishers, these guns at Morton’s Ford were served with great success 
and efficiency, contributing in no inconsiderable degree to secure the — 
final repulse of the Yankee force and their withdrawal that night. — 
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! po § have no doubt that a serious attack was designed. by our enemy. 


‘It is generally thought that over 4,000 troops came across the river, 


_ Their reliance seemed to have been in finding us unprepared. Lieu- 

tenant-General Ewell brought up his whole saths ie vocted it, iy 
The howitzer battery fired 104 rounds; Captain Carlton’s battery 
) fired 58 rounds ; Captain Manly’s battery fired 1 round; total fired at 
Morton’s Ford, 163 rounds. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. C. CABELL, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Brig. Gen. W. N. PENDLETON, ; 
Chief of Artillery, &e. 


FEBRUARY 6-8, 1864,—Expedition from Yorktown against Richmond, Va., 


including skirmishes at Bottom'’s Bridge and near Baltimore Store. 


RHPORTS. 


J . i 
No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, U. S. Army, commanding Department of 


Virginia and North Carolina. 
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Isaac J. Wistar, U. S. Army, commanding expedition. 
No. 3,—Brig. Gen. Eppa Hunton, C. 8. Army, 


INO. "1; 


Reports of Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, U. S. Army, command- 
ing Department of Virginia and North Carolina, 


Fort Monrog, Va., Mebruary 8, 1864. 
(Received 8 p. m.) 


Our expedition, organized as stated in my dispatch,* left Williams- . ~ 


burg at 10 a. m, on Saturday. Arrived at Bottom’s Bridge, within 
- 12 miles of Richmond, at the time indicated, 2.30 a. m. Sunday, but 

found the enemy there posted in strong force, and continually re- 
- ceiving accessions from Richmond by railroad. Waited till dayhght, 
then found they had three regiments of infantry, one of cavalry, and 
four batteries of artillery; the bridge taken up, and the fords effect- 
ually obstructed. An attempt was made gallantly to charge over 
one of them by a detachment of First New York Mounted Rifles, 
under Major Wheelan, with a loss of 9 killed and wounded. At 12 
| noon the infantry supports arrived within 7 miles, having made a 
|» march of 40 miles in twenty-seven hours. General Wistar says that 

with the infantry he could have forced the position; but as the 
» enemy had received some intimation of the approach of the expedi- 
tion the delay had defeated the main object, which was a dash at 
Richmond. Our forces then returned to New Kent Court-House ; 
| were followed by the enemy, who made an attack, but were hand- 
_-somely repulsed, with loss on their side, by the Third New York 
_ Cavalry, under Colonel Lewis, assisted by one piece of Belger’s bat- 
‘tery. Our forces are returning at their leisure, unmolested. The 
eayalry have arrived at Williamsburg to-day about 3 p.m. Thus 
it will’be seen that the cavalry in less than fifty hours have marched 
~ more than 100 miles. 


ass 


* For organization see Wistar’s report, p. 146. 
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Flag-of-truce boat is just in from Richmond, bringing the Exam- | 

iner of Monday morning, which contains this sentence : ¥ 

ee Some days since a report was obtained by the authorities here from a Yankee de- & 


-__ serter that the enemy was contemplating a raid in considerable force on Richmond. 
~The report obtained consistency from a number of ‘circumstances, and impressed 
the authorities to such a degree that a disposition of forces was made to anticipate 
__the supposed designs of the enemy. Lie 
[I will telegraph further after examination of the papers. It will — 
_ be seen that conveyance of intelligence has been the cause of want of 
~ gsuecess. Everything else succeeded as well as desired. i 
: B. F. BUTLER, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


‘ 


Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Fort Monroe, February 8, 1864—10.55 joe es 
(Received 11 p. m.) 


- [have sent the following telegram to the President, and I dupli- 
cate to you in order that you may urge my request upon him : 


Hon. ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 
President of the United States: 


After much preparation, I made a raid on Richmond to release our prisoners 
' there. Everything worked precisely as I expected. The troops reached Bottom’s — 
Bridge, 10 miles from Richmond, at 2.30 o’clock on Sunday morning, but we ~ 
found a force of the enemy posted there to meet us, evidently informed of our in- 
tention, none having been there before for two months. They had destroyed the 
bridge and fallen trees across the road to prevent the passing of the cavalry. — 
Finding the enemy were informed and prepared, we were obliged to retire. The ~— 
flag-of-truce boat came down from Richmond to-day, bringing a copy of the 
Examiner, in which it is said that_they were prepared for us from information re- 
_ ceived from a Yankee deserter. Who that deserter was that gave the information 
' you will see by a dispatch just received by me from General Wistar. I send it to 
you that you may see how your clemency has been misplaced. I desire that you 
will revoke your order suspending executions in this department. Please answer 
by telegraph. ; 


Dispatch received from General Wistar : 
_ Fort MaGRUDER, February 8, 1864, 


‘ 


Major-General BUTLER : 


Private William Boyle, New York Mounted Rifles, under sentence of death for 
murder of Lieutenant Disosway, was allowed to escape by Private Abraham, of 
One hundred and thirty-ninth New York, the sentinel over him, four days pre- 

_ vious to my movement, It is said he also told him that large numbers of cavalry 
and infantry wére concentrated here to take Richmond. During my absence the 
Se) commander here has learned that Boyle reached Richmond, and was arrested and 
placed in Castle Thunder. Boyle would have been hung long ago but for the 
i President’s order suspending till further orders the execution of capital sentences. 
‘ne Abrams is in close custody. Charges against him went forward a week ago. 
“e I. J. WISTAR, 
: Brigadier-General. 


BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. _ 


SECRETARY OF WAR. 


> HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
Fort Monroe, February 12, 1864. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to forward to you with commenda- 
tion the report* of Brigadier-General Wistar of his brilliantly and — 


*That dated February 9, p. 146, 


i 


# one of those fortuitous circumstances against which no foresight can 
/ provide and no execution can overcome. 
| By the corruption and faithlessness of a sentinel, who is now being 


| the President, was allowed to escape within the enemy’s lines, and 


j vance. This fact is acknowledged in two of ‘the Richmond papers, 
the Examiner and the Sentinel, published the day after the attack, 
j and is fully confirmed by the testimony before the court-martial, 
_ before which is being tried the man who permitted the escape. I 
| beg leave to call your attention to the suggestion of General Wistar 
in his report, that the effect of the raid will be to hereafter keep as 
many troops around Richmond for its defense from any future 
: eee of the Army of the Potomac as we have in this neighbor- 
, hooa. i 
ie I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Major-General H'ALLEcK, 
Commanding the Army. 


N 0. 2. 


| Reports of Brig. Gen. Isauc J. Wistar, U. S. Army, commanding 
a expedition. 


Fort MaGruver, February 6, 1864—10 a. m. 


| 2miles from here, with small detachment some distance ahead to 
| scatter enemy’s infantry pickets, with the impression that they con- 
stitute the‘incursive force as usual. Cavalry and myself will start 
_ in one hour, passing infantry near Burnt Ordinary. Saw every de- 
_ tachment commander personally, and explained fully and distributed 
maps, spikes, matches, and files.’ All is well. General Graham here 


night. 
I. J. WISTAR, 
Brigadier-General. 


- Major-General BUTLER. 


4 — 


iy Camp at New Kent, February 7, 1864—10 p. m, 
My cavalry reached Bottom’s Bridge at 2.50 a. m. to-day and found 


‘the enemy in strong force. Owing to the peculiar darkness of the . 


night it was impossible to attack till daylight. Enemy had four 


batteries artillery and certainly three regiments infantry, besides — 


cavalry, and were all night and this morning receiving accessions by 
‘railroad. Bridge taken up, and all the fords effectually obstructed. 
A charge on the best-looking ford was gallantly but unsuccessfully 


executed by Major Wheelan with detachment of Onderdonk’s- 


‘mounted rifles. Loss, 9 killed and wounded ; 10 horses killed, At 
12 m. to-day, my infantry haying arrived by forced marches within 
_ 108 R-VoL xxx 
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ably executed movement upon Richmond, which failed only from» 


| tried for the offense, a man condemned to death, but reprieved by 


@ there gave them such information as enabled them to meet our ad- 


‘My infantry and artillery are now passing through Williamsburg, © 


incommand. If possible, will get news through to you by Monday © 


the bridge; but under the circumstances, distance from base, no — 


_after dark on the evening of the 5th instant, together with Hunt’s 
_and Belger’s light batteries. r 
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to-morrow. | 
. I. J. WISTAR, 2 

; ; Brigadier-General, Commanding. ~~ 
Major-General BUTLER. ' i 
q 

vs | \ 

; Fort MaGRUDER, February 8, 1864. a 


Have just arrived after a 15-mile gallop with staff only from 
Burnt Ordinary, where I left the infantry and artillery strongly 
osted, with orders to march here at 6 a.m. The cavalry arrived. 
ere some time before me, having been sent forward for the want of 
forage. Iregret your disappointment. It is no greater, I assure 
you, than mine. More might have been done for éclat by attacking 


(eretereaited tee RO 


available troops in department to re-enforce me, evident preparation 
by enemy, and, above all, the entire defeat of the real object—in any 
event it would not have been wise in my judgment. Was I right? 
Have you any orders for the cavalry before it all leaves? I would 
like to use a little of it in Gloucester. 

I. J. WISTAR, 


ae Brigadier- General. 
Major-General BUTLER. 


HEapquarters U. 8. Forces, 
\ Yorktown, February 9, 1864, 


Magsor: I have the honor to report the following operations of 
the forces under my command, undertaken with a view to the sur- 
prise and capture of Richmond, and incidental results: — , an 

All the infantry and cavalry placed at my disposal by the gefieral 
commanding, being about 4,000 of the former and 2,200 of the lat 
ter, was suddenly concentrated behind my lines at Williamsburg | 


The infantry, consisting of three white regiments, brigaded under 
Col. R. M. West, First Pennsylvania Light Artillery, and three col- 
ored regiments under Colonel Duncan, Fourth U. 8. Colored Troops, 
moved thence at 9 a. m. on the 6th, carrying on the person six days’ 
rations in the knapsack and 70 rounds of cartridges—40 in the boxes 
and 30 in the knapsack. 

The cavalry, being detachments of five regiments under Col. §. P. 
peat Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, moved two hours later. 

olonel Spear was directed to arrive at Bottom’s Bridge, 12 miles 
this side of Richmond, by 3 a. m. of the 7th, surprise it, and move 
on rapidly to Richmond. A picked company under Captain Hill, 
First New York Mounted Rifles, with selected horses, was placed in 
advance to ride down the three pickets—at New Kent, Baltimore 
Cross-Roads, and at the bridge. Arrangements had been previously 
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it was hoped to surprise the enemy’s Battery No. 2, on the Bottom’s 
- Bridge road near Richmond, and occupy Capitol Square in that city 


to capture the pickets at Baltimore Cross-Roads, owing to the exces- 


and rainy. He reached Bottom’s Bridge, a distance of 51 miles, ten 
strong force, with infantry, cavalry, and artillery. They had re- 


testimony of various persons in the vicinity, including women, chil- 
dren, and negroes, separately examined, of the arrival near Will- 


tensive earth-works and rifle-pits constructed, and a strong force of 


accessions were still arriving. 


- proach—a long causeway flanked on either hand by an impassable 


repulsing the charge, with a loss to us of 9 killed and wounded and 


both above and below for some miles, but at every possible crossing 
_ the enemy was found in force with newly placed obstructions. 
‘Three regiments of infantry were plainly seen, besides other in- 


be ascertained. Four batteries of field artillery were counted, and 
at least one heavy gun was in position, its shot reaching the bluff 
-on this side and falling far in our rear. . 
Our infantry had marched on the 6th 33 miles, arriving at New 


I moved on with them rapidly as possible toward the firing at the 
continued firing ahead that Colonel Spear had not succeeded in 


prising the city must necessarily be defeated, I sent him orders to 
retire, but kept pushing on to his support lest his condition might be 
worse than I supposed. The infantry had arrived within 7 miles of 
the bridge when it met the head of his returning column, and after 
hearing from him the full state of the case, I reluctantly felt obliged 
to retire my whole force, not feeling authorized to incur the loss 


to justify it. The cavalry was suffered to pass ahead, except about 
300 men of the Third New York Cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lewis, retained for rear guard. 

At Baltimore Store the enemy overtook and attacked my rear 
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made to have the telegraph wire between Meadow Station and Rich- - 
mond cut between dark and midnight of the 6th. By these means _ 


for at least two or three hours ; detachments previously detailed and — 
carefully instructed breaking successively from the main column, on | 
entering, for various specific purposes. Of course the success of the 
enterprise was based upon the sudden and noiseless surprise of the 
strong picket at Bottom’s Bridge, without which it would be impos-’ 
sible for cavalry alone to pass Battery No. 2. Colonel Spear failed... 
sive darkness of the night, which unfortunately proved tobe cloudy 
minutes before the time designated, but found the enemy there in — : 


ceived notice some sixteen hours previously, as appeared from the | 


troops brought down by the York River Railroad, by which large A 


The darkness prevented an attack till morning, when a detach- 
ment of the New York Mounted Rifles, under Major Wheelan, made. 
a gallant but unsuccessful charge on the bridge by the only ave 


10 horses killed, All our men were subsequently brought off, as — 
well as the saddles and equipments. The river was reconnoitered | 


fantry, which fired from the woods, where their numbers could not — 


Kent Court-House at 2a. m. on the 7th. Afterahaltof threehours | 


necessary to force the position without any longer’an ulterior object - 
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-iamsburg of accessions to our usual force, and had during that time 
been vigorously making preparations. The bridge planks had been _ 
taken up, the fords both above and below effectually obstructed, ex- — 


marsh. The enemy opened with canister, first checking and then i 


Rpt ete ee 


bridge, which was plainly audible. At 11a. m., knowing from the | 2 


effecting a passage, and that even if now effected our object of sur- _ 


- doned till we had passed on. a 7 
The command bivouacked at New Kent unmolested, and on the 
- 8th, the cavalry being out of forage, which the country did not: af- 
ford, were sent ahead, arriving at Williamsburg the same evening. 
- The infantry bivouacked in order of battle at Burnt Ordinary, and 
to-day returned to their former camp, having marched during the 
- four days of their absence 33, 28, 18, and 25 miles, respectively, with 
alacrity and cheerfulness, and almost without straggling, the colored 
troops being in this respect, as usual, remarkable. With the excep- 
tion of a little looseness of discipline in one or two of the cavalry 
regiments in returning, the conduct of officers and men, both in 
action and on the march, was everything that could be desired. 


The whole result of the expedition, in addition to one or two pris- _ 


- oners captured and a few refugees, escaped Union prisoners, and 
- negroes picked up and brought in, is the obvious fact that a small 
- force in this vicinity, actively handled, can and should hold a much 
- superior force of the enemy in the immediate vicinity of Richmond 
- inactive except for its defense. emer 
I have the honor to be, major, with great respect, your obedient 


- servant, i : 

‘ ISAAC J. WISTAR, 
7 Brigadier-General, Commanding. — 
Maj. R. 8. Davis, . 
i) Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Indorsement. ] 


Hpgrs. Dept. OF VIRGINIA AND NortTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, February 12, 1864. 


i 


t 


| Report approved. 


The operation was skillfully and brilliantly done. It gives the com: 


- manding general renewed confidence in General Wistar as a com- 


- mander of adivision. , 
. BENJ. F. BUTLER, 


Major-General, Commanding. * 


No. 3. 
Reports of Brig. Gen. Eppa Hunton, C. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Chaffin’s Farm, February 7, 1864. 

Masor: The enemy reached Bottom’s Bridge at 4.15 o'clock last 
night, of which I presume you have been informed by Colonel 
Shingler, who was directed to report all the enemy’s movements to 

* you by telegraph. I am anxious about the positions above Bottom’s 
Bridge, lest Colonel Shingler’s position should be turned and his 
command endangered. If the enemy succeed in crossing the Chick- 
ahominy, I shall move out the rest of my command on the Varina 
and New Market roads. The artillery from the other side of the 
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James River has not reported. Some firing has been heard this ae 
morning in the direction of Bottom’s Bridge. I have not heard a " 
word from Major Robertson. Sent him a dispatch a little after light 

this morning, to know if any enemy menaced his front. | 

Respectfully, &c., - 

EPPA HUNTON, & 

Brigadier-General. 

Maj. T. O. CHESTNEY, wet 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, fi 

“ Chafin’s Farm, February %, 1864—12.10. ' 
_-I have just received a dispatch from Major Robertson, who learned — 

from a Mr. Christian that the enemy at Bottom’s Bridge are 10,000 

_ strong, and others advancing on another road (the numbers and 

road not stated). He also incloses a dispatch from Lieutenant Hav- 

_ enner that the enemy is advancing on the Telegraph and Diascond 

roads (numbers uot stated). The Southside Artillery has arrived, 
and is in position on the Varina road at fortifications, for the present; 

six splendid Napoleons. I have directed Major Robertson, in case a 

retirement before the enemy should be unavoidable, to retireon my 

infantry pickets at New Market. Colonel Shingler will retire toward 

- Richmond. I hope a back step will not be necessary. 


Respectfully, &c., . 
| EPPA HUNTON, 
'  Brigadier-General. aie 
Maj. T. O. CHESTNEY, — As 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 4 


pas 1S eg 


| HEADQUARTERS, 
Chaffin’s Farm, February 7, 1864. 


a Magsor: One of my men (of the Thirty-second Regiment), serving 
under Lieutenant Hume, has just arrived to give the particulars of 
the late advance of the enemy. He says he was in 15 yards of the ~~ 
column when it passed. It consisted of one brigade of cavalry, three 
brigades of infantry, and twelve pieces of artillery. He says that 
independent of this force there was a large force below, 3 miles be- 
slow the Burnt Ordinary. He could form no accurate idea of this 
force, as they were below the scouts; judged it was large from 
the incessant beating of drums. The cavalry was some distance 
- ahead of the infantry and artillery. He thinks the infantry did — 
not come farther than Barhamsville last night ; this is 27 miles from 
- Bottom’s Bridge. If he is right in this, the infantry and cayalry — 
had not gotten to Bottom’s Bridge before the cavalry fell back. He 
does not know who commanded the expedition. This scout reports 
that they killed 3 Yankee sergeants on the upward march. A dis- 
patch just received from Colonel Shingler says his cavalry pursued _ 
the enemy to Crump’s Cross-Roads, which is about 5 miles. 
Now, if this report-of the forces of the enemy is correct (and I have. 
no doubt of it), I am at a loss to understand why the enemy has 
retired for the small repulse received. Query: Have they aban- 
- doned the object of the expedition? I do not yet feel sure of it. 


ty 


150 OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA, [Cuar. XLV. 


ae They brought very few wagons (not over fifteen or twenty in all), 


and a rapid raid only seems to have been contemplated. It would my 


not surprise me if they had fallen back to make a better start, proba- 
bly on some other road. Ishall keep up the utmost diligence until 
I am satisfied. Please inform me if I shall recall the infantry and 
_ Major Stark’s artillery, as soon as Colonel Shingler is satisfied the 

expedition is abandoned. Please answer this last. inquiry to-night. 
_ Respectfully, &c., 


Tar s EPPA HUNTON, 


_ Brigadier-General. 
[Maj. T. O. CHESTNEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Chaffin’s Farm, February 9, 1864. 
Magsor: From mformation deemed reliable and received last 
night, the enemy’s force recently threatening my front consisted of 


the following commands: Cavalry, First District of Columbia, 


_ Eleventh Regiment Pennsylvania, First New York Mounted Rifles, 
Fifth Pennsylvania, Third New York, and Fifth U. 8. Colored 


Troops; infantry, three regiments negroes, One hundred and thirty- ~ 


ninth New York, one Delaware regiment, and fifteen pieces of artil- 
-lery. The enemy, as reported by Colonel Shingler’s scouts, passed 
Slatersville yesterday morning, and he (Colonel Shingler) thinks 


they are now in Williamsburg. His estimate of their force is 5,000, ° 
~.and Major Robertson’s 8,000. 


I have heard nothing definite of any movement on the other side © 


_ of the York River, and I presume there is no danger to the wagon 
- train under Captain Smith, sent for pork to King and Queen. This 
train consists of thirteen of my best teams, and the loss of it would 


break me. 


Respectfully, &c., 
EPPA HUNTON, 
Brigadier-General, 
Maj. T. O. CHESTNEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


FEBRUARY 9, 1864,—Reconnaissance toward Swanshorough, N, C. 


Report of Col. James Jourdan, One hundred and fifty-eighth New 
SS, York Infantry, commanding Sub-district of Beaufort. 


HEADQUARTERS SUB-DISTRICT OF BrEAaurort, N.C., 
Morehead City, February 10, 1864. 
Masor: I have the honor to inform you that I made a reconnais- 
sance yesterday to within a few miles of Swansborough and in the 
direction of Young’s Cross-Roads, and to report no enemy between 
~ Young’s Cross-Roads, White Oak River, and my lines. JI marched 
from Newport at 2 p.m. on the 9th instant with about 800 infantry, 
33 cavalry, and two pieces of artillery ; returned to Newport, arriv- 
ing at 2p. m., after marching about 36 miles; recaptured 1 of our 


ia 
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horses, and found 2 of the enemy’s wounded at a house, who will be 

sent to a hospital at once. The enemy is reported to have retired 

to Jacksonville and Trenton. 

tA Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ee J. JOURDAN, 

: Colonel, Commanding. 

Maj. B. B. FostEr, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, New Berne. 


! FEBRUARY 11, 1864.—Gilmor’s Raid on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 


; RHPORTS. 
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley, U.S. Army. 
' No. 2.—Maj. Gen. James E. B. Stuart, C. 8. Army. 
% _ No. 3.—Synopsis of testimony as to robbery of the passengers. 
ae No. 1: 
: Report of Brig. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley, U. S. Army. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., February 12, 1864. 
. (Received 8.45 p. m.) 


The express train west last night was thrown off the track near 
_ Kearneysville by a band of Gilmor’s guerrillas, numbering about 25. 


They did not burn the train or take away any prisoners, but robbed 
the conductor and passengers of quite a stim of money. Brigadier- 
General Sullivan reports his cavalry in pursuit. General Duffié re- 


ports his cavalry had captured a portion of the guerrilla force that — 


took General Scammon, but does not say that the general is recapt- 


ured, 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff. 


No. 2. 
Report of Maj. Gen. James E. B. Stuart, C. S. Army. 


Hpers. Cav. Corps, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
i February 24, 1864. 
* CoLoNEL: I have the honor to report that Maj. H. W. Gilmor, 
commanding cavalry battalion, has made a successful attack upon the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 

On: the night of the 11th instant he, with 20 men, penetrated to 
the railroad at Brown’s Shop, between Kearneysville and Duffield’s 
Depot, attacked the express train from Baltimore, threw it from the 
track, disabling the engine and damaging the track. He captured 
nearly 90 prisoners, but owing to the proximity of the enemy was 
compelled to abandon them, having taken away their arms. He re- 
turned to Mount Jackson without loss, although pursued, as he states, 
as far as Strasburg by four or five regiments. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H.B, STUART, 
tan Major-General. 
Col. R. H. Cuirton, ; 
eee Ohief of Staff. 
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: Synopsis of testimony as to robbery of the passengers.* 


HYMAN ROBBERY. — 


The first proof is a letter from Mr. Phil. Williams, of Winches- 
ter, a very prominent citizen, whom Hyman consulted on his arrival 
at that place. The letter is to General Early, and is dated February 

15,1864. It contains Hyman’s version of the robbery. Hyman says 
_ that as he passed a brick house on the west side of the road near 
Woodstock (north of it), he saw 7 Confederate cavalry; that the | 
same 7 men passed him as he was approaching Strasburg, at Fisher’s 
Hill. Hyman had two wagons, driven by two sons of Mr. Cross, of 
Newtown, and there was a young man in one of them named Grove, 
also of Newtown, who remarked as the men passed, ‘‘There goes 
Cherry.” (Grove subsequently denied having made the remark.) 5 
- There was also with Hyman a boy of about seventeen yearsof age 
named Ezekiel, from Richmond. The men halted at the foot of the =~ 
hill near the river, and one of them rode back to the wagons and _ 
asked Hyman if he had any papers. He showed his passports, when | 
- the man said he wanted his purse. Hyman gave hinasmall purse 
with ten gold dollars and some paper money, when the man sajd to 
him that he had a belt on wit.: money in it, which he wanted. Hyman 
had on two belts, and while he was trying to get off one without 
showing the other was knocked down and robbed of about $6,000 in 
_ gold (chiefly twenty-dollar pieces), a silver watch, a great coat (in- 
visible green with yellow silk sleeve linings), in the pocket of which 
was a fur collar and a small Hebrew prayer-book. There was taken 
from young Ezekiel a lady’s gold watch anda belt containing a num- 
ber of silver coins and medals. eS 
It appears from the letter of Colonel Carrington, provost-marshal 1 
- at Richmond, that soon after the robbery General Winder sent two 
detectives to the valley to investigate the matter, at the request of 
the father of Ezekiel. These detectives reported that they were 
_ convinced that Cherry and some other men committed the robbery; 
that they determined to arrest Cherry, and were piloted by a negro 
6 miles beyond Strasburg in search of him. Fearing foul play they 
turned back, but on searching the negro found on him the watch 
stolen from young Ezekiel, which was subsequently identified by his 
father. They did not bring off the negro because they said they 
_ were afraid to encumber themselves with him. It should be men- 
tioned that the detectives got Mr. Williams’ letter from General 
Early before they went down the valley. 

On March 9, 1864, a letter was written by a Maj. E. W. Cross from 
Harrisonburg to Colonel Carrington, in which he charges that’ the 
____ detectives did find out the guilty parties but were bribed to say noth- 
-. ing. Cross says that he had examined some of the money said to 
have been taken at the railroad robbery, but that all was marked in 

--apeculiarmanner. (In Mr. Williams’ letter it was stated that the 
t stolen money was imarked. ) Cross further says that the perpetrators 
: were generally known in the vicinity of Harrisonburg. He gives 
the names of a number of persons who. can show some of the money. 
He also states that Major Gilmor, while under the influence of liquor, 


* Found in the files of the Army of Northern Virginia. See also L : 
March 6, 1864, p. 223. 8 so Lee to Seddon, 
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proof obtained by General Imboden was as follows: 


Captain Owings, quartermaster of Gilmor’s battalion, states that — 
Gilmor gave him $160 in gold to buy a horse with, and told him that a 2 


most of it was taken from a Jew, and that he had arranged the af- 


fair, though he did not take the money personally. Gilmor stated . = 


that Cherry, Martin, and others were engaged; other names not 


remembered. The robbery took place below Harrisonburg. The x 


conversation took place soon after Gilmor’s return from the railroad 


expedition. Gilmor was in liquor when the conversation occurred. | 


Captain Ross, of Gilmor’s battalion, testifies that he conversed with 
several of the men engaged in the railroad robbery, who told him 


they got no gold. He talked with Martin, and told him thatif he had 


had anything to do with robbing the Jew named Hyman he had bet- | 


ter make a clean breast of it. Martin said that he met Major Gilmor 


near Fisher’s Hill with other men not recognized. He did not know | se 


Gilmor until the latter hailed him, nor was Gilmor riding his own 
horse. Gilmor ordered Martin with some others to follow a wagon 


then near to a certain place, and take out two boys named Cross and > 


remove them out of sight of the wagon. The wagon contained Jews. 
Martin’s share of the gold was about $800. Gilmor acknowledged: 
to Captain Ross that he had arranged the affair of robbing the Jew; 
had put the men concerned all right, and had stood off and seen the 
thing well done. 

Quartermaster-Sergeant Gorsuch, of Gilmor’s battalion, testifies 


_ that the men got but little gold, if any, from the railroad. 
Private John Bosley, Company C, Gilmor’s battalion, told Gor- — 


such that he had seen a pile of gold in the possession of Major Gilmor. 
Private Todd, of Company C, told Bosley that he (Todd) had re- 
ceived about $800, and also that Major Gilmor, Cherry, Mel. Todd, 
Martin, and one man in McNeill’s company were engaged in robbing 
the Jew. Bosley also stated that Martin had given more than $500. 
to Cherry’s mother, in Staunton. ee! 
Private Bosley testified substantially as above. Says that M. Todd 
admitted that he was engaged in the robbery, and gave the names of 
the others above mentioned. Todd says his share was about $860, 
and that there were eight persons concerned. i 
Private Harding, Company CO, testifies that he stopped all night 


- below Woodstock the day after the railroad affair, and that the next 


morning he met Gilmor, ex-Lieutenant Billings, and Snodgrass, with 
two or three others, going down the valley, and a man remarked that 
he would ‘‘bet the major was on the make now.” 

Lieutenant Kemp testifies that he heard Cherry say that he had 
placed some money in the hands of Todd; do not know how much. 
Heard that all the money stolen was gold. Heard Major Gilmor 


say that he was not there, or that they would not catch him in the | 


affair ; does not remember the words. 
In Major Gilmor’s report of the attack on the railroad he says 
Cherry was present, but he was not aware of it until after the affair 


Was over. 


The papers above referred to were sent by the department to Gen- : 
eral Imboden, with orders to investigate the whole matter. The — 
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Gilmor’s report states the reasons why he did not bring off the 


. prisoners taken in the cars. Alleges that the robbery of the pas- 
/ sengers was without his knowledge and against his orders. States 
that he took about $900 in greenbacks from the mail-bags. Most of 

the men got money, but would not admit how much. That when 
the train was first attacked he went to get in the express car to break 
- open the safe, but went into the smoking-car by mistake. The rob- 


bery took place while he was engaged in the express and smoking 


car, where one of the passengers attacked him. The report shows | 


~~ that the principal attention was given to plunder. 


: Sergeant Levy, Company B, testifies that Gilmor gave orders the 
evening before not to molest citizens or ladies. 


William Gilmor, Company C, testifies to the robbery at the cars, 


and that he heard Major Gilmor say that if any more citizens were 


robbed the robber should be shot. More robberies were committed. 
Quartermaster Sergeant Gorsuch proves that men who were on the. 


expedition admitted that they robbed citizens, except those in the 


ladies’ car. Pistols, money, and clothing were taken. 
_ Private Bosley testifies to the admissions of men engaged on the 


- railroad that they had robbed passengers. One man took a watch ~ 


from a lady. 
Private Harding testifies that they were ordered not to take any- 
thing from the employés of the railroad, but understood they might 


take from citizens. He remonstrated against the proceeding, and 
‘told Gilmor there were as good Southern men as himself in the train. 


One man got $13 in gold and silver. Gilmor told them they might 


take anything from the conductor or from the express agent. 


FEBRUARY 14, 1864.—Affair near Brentsville, Va. 


_. Abstract from Record of Events on return of Second Brigade, Sec- 


ond Division, Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac, for Febru- 
ary, 1864. 


February 14.—An escort from [Thirteenth Pennsylvania] regiment,. 


under Lieut. Patrick 8. Early, was attacked by guerrillas concealed 


_ in woods near Brentsville, Va. We had 2 men killed and 4 wounded. 


FEBRUARY 16, 1864,—Affair at Fairfield, N. C. 
Report of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army. 


Hpagrs. ARMY AND District oF NorTH CAROLINA, 
: New Berne, N. C., February 23, 1864. 
“Magor: I have the honor to report that General Wessells, com- 
manding Sub-district of the Albemarle, dispatched the army gun- 
boat Foster on the 16th to the Alligator River upon a reconnaissance. 
Her crew was re-enforced by Lieutenant Helm and 30 men of the 
One hundred and first Pennsylvania Volunteers. Hearing that the 
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“Spencer Rangers were quartered at Fairfield, Captain McLaughlin | 


proceeded in two launches, surprised the outpost, and captured the 


-whole company, consisting of Captain Spencer, 1 lieutenant, and 26 


privates. Much property was taken. This enterprise was conducted 
in a heavy snow-storm, and entitles all concerned to the highest’ 
praise. Another proof is added of the value of our army gun-boats. 
IT am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ee JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
Maj. R. 8S. Davis; 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ADDENDA. 
. 


No. 24. - 


_ GENERAL ORDERS, t Hpars. ARMY AND Dist. or N. CAROLINA, 


New Berne, N. C., March 2, 1864. 


The commanding general is gratified at being enabled to announce 


another in the series of successful enterprises against the enemy pro- 


jected by Brigadier-General Wessells, commanding Sub-district of 


the Albemarle. 


~The army gun-boat Foster, Captain McLaughlin commanding, oe 


with a detachment of infantry under Lieutenant Helm, One hundred 


and first Pennsylvania Volunteers, was sent on the 16th of February 


on an expedition to Fairfield, N. C., where a band of, guerrillas under 
‘command of Captain Spencer was quartered. ‘The camp was sur- 


_ prised, the arms and storés secured, and the whole company taken 


’ prisoners without loss on our side. The affair was conducted in 


a severe snow-storm, and reflects much credit upon the officers and 
t ! 


men concerned, 
By command of Major-General Peck : 

/ BENJ. B. FOSTER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


—— 


_ FEBRUARY 17-18, 1864,—Scout from Warrenton, and skirmish near Pied- 


mont, Va. 


§ Report of Lieut. Col. John W. Kester, First New Jersey Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS First NEw JERSEY CAVALRY, 
February 19, 1864. 


Capratn: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to instruc- 


tions, I started from Warrenton with 350 men, comprising the fol- 


lowing commands: One hundred and fifty, First New Jersey; 100, 
First Pennsylvania ; 50, Third Pennsylvania, and 50, First Massachu- 
setts. It being very cold I marched rapidly, and at Salem I sent 
Lieutenant Bradbury, Third Pennsylvania, with 50 men of the First 
Massachusetts, to pass through Upperville and meet the rest of the 
command at Paris, in Ashby’s Gap. I took the main column on to 
Piedmont. At that point I sent Captain Hart with 150 men of the 
First New Jersey Cavalry to pass through Piedmont Valley and stop 
at Paris until I arrived. With 100 men of the First Pennsylvania, 
under Captain McGregor, and 50 men of the Third Pennsylvania, 


under Captain Wetherill, I marched to Markham Station in Man- 


SCOUT FROM WARRENTON, VA. . 165. 
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156. OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA., W. VA, MD., AND BAe OREN 
~assas Gap. From that point I crossed the mountains by a by-path, 
and joined the other parties at Paris at 12 o’clock on the day of the = 
18th. The column under Lieutenant Bradbury lost their way and 5 
came into Paris without passing through Upperville, and captured «| 
~ gome horses and arms without seeing any of the enemy. \ The 
column under Captain Hart passed through Piedmont: Valley, and : 
surprised and captured 15 of Mosby’s guerrillas and furloughed sol- 
diers, aud a quantity of arms, equipments, and horses. The other 
column with myself passed into Manassas Gap to Markham, and 
from there to Paris, capturing 13 of Mosby’s guerrillas and fur- 
loughed soldiers, and a quantity of arms, equipments, horses, and | 
~ gome medical stores. The latter we destroyed. As we came near 
Paris about 40 guerrillas charged on my rear guard. I sent a ~— 
squadron and charged, scattering them. No casualties on our side. 
I stopped one hour at Paris, and started to return at 1 o’clock. By 
_ this time the guerrillas had collected together in a body, numbering 
nearly 100 men, who made repeated attempts to capture my rear _ 
guard, which they paid dearly for. At one time 1 man was shot 
from his,horse; at another, 2 were knocked over, and another, an 
officer, was dismounted and wounded, and was rescued by his com- 
rades, but his horse and trappings fell into our hands. 
The casualties on our side were: Captain Hart, First New J ersey, 
shghtly wounded, and 2 horses killed. The guide you furnished me 
was of great assistance. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, vie 
. JOHN W. KESTER, 
( Tieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
_ Capt. Henry C. WEIR, ) 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Cavalry Division. 


FEBRUARY 20, 1864.—Skirmishes at Upperville and Front Royal, Va. 
: REPORTS, HTC. | 


No, 1.—Brig. Gen. Jeremiah C. Sullivan, U. 8. Army. 

No. 2.—Abstract from Record of Events on return of Cavalry Brigade, Department 
‘ of West Virginia, for February, 1864. 

ee No. 3,—Lieut. Col. John S. Mosby, Forty-third Virginia Cavalry Battalion. 


No. 11. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Jeremiah C. Sullivan, U.S. Army. ‘ 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. V4., 
February 20, 1864, 


The prisoners captured by Major Cole are part of Mosby’s men. 
. Mosby to-day received his commission of lieutenant-colonel. His 
y ants mere aie a eae it. Cole caught them with their 
. good clothes on. Our loss 2 killed, 3 wounded, 1 missing. ? 
v 5 killed ; wounded unknown. : ; nS eae 
: J.C. SULLIVAN, 
| Brigadier-General. 


General KELLEY. 


. Abstract from Record of Events on return of Cavalry Brigade, De- 
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partment of West Virginia, for February, 1864. 


February 20.—Three parties were sent out of 200 men by way of — 
Loudoun, under command of Major Cole, who met Mosby’s troops at 
‘or near Upperville, and after a severe skirmish lost 1 captain and 1 
private killed and several missing; captured 18 rebels. Another _ 


party under command of Colonel Taylor went to Front Royal; drove 
the rebels from there, who took to the mountains. We captured 8 
prisoners. The third party went to Strasburg without meeting the 


enemy. Capt. W. L. Morgan, Company A, First New York Veteran 


Cavalry, was killed in action near Upperville. 


No, 3.02" 


“Report of Lieut. Col. John 8. Mosby, Forty-third Virginia Cavalry — 


Battalion... 


FEBRUARY 21, 1864, 


Masor: I have the honor to report that about 8 o’clock yesterday 


- morning, on being informed that a large body of the enemy’s cavalry 


were in Upperville, I. took immediate steps to be prepared to meet = 
them. The enemy proceeded some distance along the pike toward =~ 


Piedmont, when they started back. I did all in my power to retard 


them by annoying them with a few sharpshooters in order to:give © 
my men time to collect. After getting between 50 and 60 together I 


attacked them about 2 miles beyond Upperville. A sharp skirmish 
ensued, in which we repulsed them in three distinct charges and drove 
their sharpshooters from a very strong position behind a stone wall. 


_ They fled in the direction of Harper’s Ferry.. We pursued them 


about 2 miles. They were enabled to cover their retreat by means of 
their numerous carbineers posted behind stone fences. As my men 
had nothing but pistols, with only a few exceptions, I was compelled 
to make flank movements in order to dislodge them, which, of course, 


_ checked a vigorous pursuit. Citizens who counted the enemy inform 


me that they numbered 250 men, under command of Major Cole. 
They left 6 of their dead on the field, among them 1 captain, 1 lieu- 


‘tenant, and 7 men prisoners; also, horses, army equipments, &c. The 


~ road over which they retreated was strewn with abandoned hats, 


haversacks, &c. They impressed wagons to carry off their wounded. 

While all acted well, with but few exceptions, it is a source of great 
‘pride to bring to your notice the names of some whose conspicuous 
gallantry renders their mention both a duty anda pleasure. They are 
Captain and Lieutenant Chapman, Lieutenants Fox, Richards, Ser- 
geants Palmer, Lavender, and: Privates Munson, Edmons, Montjoy, 
Starke, and Cunningham. My loss was 2 wounded. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8. MOSBY, 


Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


Maj. H. B. McCLELLAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps. 
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[First indorsement.] in if ist eh 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, | 
February 28, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded. | srw 
* Colonel Mosby’s gallantry and skill highly commended, and atten-— 
- » tion called to. the officers and men specially mentioned. My 
me J By STUART ce 


Major-General. 


{Second indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS, March 8, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded, concurring in the commendation of Gen- — 
eral Stuart bestowed upon Colonel Mosby, the officers and men of his 


~ command. 
fe R. E. LEE, 
General. 


FEBRUARY 20, 1864.—Affair near Hurricane Bridge, W. Va. 


Abstract from Record of Hvents on return of Third Brigade, Third 
Cavalry Division, Department of West Virginia, for February, 
1864. ; 


A scouting party of 20 men of the Third West Virginia Cavalry, 
under Lieut. Henry A. Wolf, Company K,, sent out from Hurri- 
cane Bridge, W. Va., had a skirmish with the enemy [February 20], 
in which Lieutenant Wolf was killed. ene . 


e 


_' FEBRUARY 21-22, 1864.—Scout from New Creek to Moorefield, W. Va, 
Report of Col. James A. Mulligan, Twenty-third Illinois Infantry. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., February 22, 1864. 
; (Received 11.30 p.m.) «. 
The following telegram from Colonel Mulligan just received. 
- Captain Wallace is the hero of Greenland Gap, where he was capt- 
ured with his company last May by General Jones, and taken to 
Richmond by his prisoner, Parker. Captain Kuykendall was capt- 
- ured a few days since in Hampshire County. 


P ae a) ; 
Be F NEW CREEK, W. Va., February 22, 1864. i 
re Captain MATHEWS, : | 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: ~ x 


Captain Wallace just in from a scout to Moorefield. He captured Lieutenant 
Parker, 2 privates, and 3 horses. Parker is:first lieutenant of Kuykendall’s com- 
pany, and the same officer who guarded Wallace to Richmond. 
JAS, A. MULLIGAN, 
B. F. KELLEY, 
f Ue Brigadier-General. 
i Brigadier-General CULLUM, ia 
Chief of Staff. 
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_ FEBRUARY 21-22, 1864,—-Skirmishes near Circleville and Dranesville, Va, ue 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Robert O. Tyler, U. S. Army. ; ; 
No. 2.—Lieut. Col. John 8. Mosby, Forty-third Virginia Cavalry Battalion. 


ie No. 1, | eet.) 
Report of Brig. Gen. Robert O. Tyler, U. S. Army. ; he: 
HEADQUARTERS TYLER’S Division, ; ie 

Fairfax Court-House, Va., February 23, 1864—9 p.m. 

I have the honor to report that a detachment of 125 men of the 
Second Massachusetts Cavalry, and 25 men of the Sixteenth New 


| York Cavalry, under command of Capt. J. 8. Reed, Second Mas- ~ 
__ sachusetts Cavalry, encountered, on the 21st instant, in the vicinity — 
of Circleville Post-Office, 70 of Mosby’s men, whom they defeated 
| with severe losstothem. On their return, within 2 milesof Dranes- 
ville, on the Leesburg turnpike, they were ambuscaded by a force 
- of between 200 and 300 men, under command of Mosby. Captain 
Reed’s command fought well, but were finally driven toward the 
Potomac, in the vicinity of Muddy Branch. On receipt of the in- 
telligence, a large force went immediately in pursuit, without, how- . 
ever, overtaking the enemy, who had ten hours the start, and the : 
pursuit beyond Goose Creek was abandoned. Our loss was 10killed 
and 7 wounded. Among the former, I regret to say, was Captain 
Reed, a brave and noble soldier. About 60 of the detachment are ~~ 
yet unaccounted for. A report will be sent by mail to-morrow. i 
Rw OLY Lik: eae 
Brigadier-General, Convmanding. ioe 
Lieut. Col. JosepuH H. Tayior, his 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General. . re 


No. 2 


Report of Lieut. Col. John 8. Mosby, Forty-thurd Virginia Cavalry. 
Battalion. 


FEBRUARY 23, 1864, 


Masor: I have the honor to report that about 11 o’clock on the 
2ist instant, having learned that a body of 180 of the enemy’s cav- Pe 
alry were on a raiding expedition in the vicinity of Middleburg, I 3 
‘started in pursuit with about 160 men.. On reaching Middleburg IL - 
‘ found they had gone toward Leesburg via Mountville, and thatthey = 
_ had come from Vienna, in Fairfax. Directing Captain Chapman, © 
whom I left in command, to move down Goose Creek near to Ball’s 
- Mill, I went with a small squad to reconnoiter in person. Onreach- | 
| ing Leesburg I discovered they had taken the Dranesville pike. 
After going about 6 miles in this direction they went into camp 
about 2 o’clock at night. 
In the mean time I had ordered my command to Guilford Station, 
in order to keep pace with their movements and to bein a position 
to intercept them. After having ascertained where they had en- Vi 
camped I moved my command out to the pike about 2 miles from — ~ 
Dranesville, at a point offering fine natural advantages for surpris- 
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ing an enemy, Distributing the different companies in positions 


- where I could attack their front, flank, and rear simultaneously, we 
awaited the approach of the enemy. Soon the concerted signal—a 


. ‘volley from the carbineers under Montjoy—announced the time for 


attack, With a terrific yell, Chapman, Hunter, and Williams, with 
their brave commands, dashed on the unsuspecting Yankees. Sur- 

_. prised and confounded, with no time to form, they made but feeble 
resistance, and were perfectly overwhelmed by the shock of the 
_ charge. They fled in every direction in the wildest confusion, leay- 


Y , besides 70 prisoners in our hands, with all their horses, arms, and 
* equipments. Among their killed was the captain commanding. A 


~ Potomac. The gallantry of both my officers and men was unsur- 
passed. 
i My loss was 1 man killed and 4 wounded; none dangerously. 
_. My thanks are due Captain Chapman and Lieutenants Williams 
and Hunter and Adjutant Chapman for their fidelity in executing 
every order. 

--- Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. S. MOSBY, 

Ineutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


Maj. H. B. McCLELLAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps. 


[First indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
February 28, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded. 


leader. His boldness and skill are highly commended, as evidenced 
by the complete rout of the enemy with so small loss. Attention is 
- - invited to the special mention made of certain officers and men. 

es J. Kh. B. STUART, 

ae . Major-General. 


sia [Second: indorsement.] 
a 2 | HEADQUARTERS, 
March 8, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded, uniting in the commendation bestowed 
_ . by General Stuart. 
; ; R. E. LEE, 


is General. 


FEBRUARY 28, 1864.—Scout in Gloucester County, Va. 
Report of Col. Robert M. West, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


FEBRUARY 29, 1864—2.50 p. m. 
A party of 300 of the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, under 
Captain Ackerly, of that regiment, sent out early yesterday morn- 
ing to scout through Gloucester County, returned this morning, 
bringing in 5 prisoners and their horses, A detailed report will be 


ing on the field at least 15 killed and a considerable number wounded, | 


_ captain and 2 lieutenants are among the prisoners, who belong to | ) 
the California Battalion. Many of them were also driven into the ~ 


This is another of the many brilliant éxploits of this gallant. 
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Fe duly forwarded. There does not appear to be more than a very 
_ small number of the enemy in Gloucester or adjacent counties. 
They are scattered and difficult to find. 


ROBT. M. WEST, 
: Colonel, Commanding. 
Maj. R. 8S. Davis, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Fort Monroe. 


FEBRUARY 28-MARCH 1, 1864.—Custer’s raid into Albemarle:County, Va. 
SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS. 
Feb. 29, 1864.—Skirmish at Stanardsville. 
Skirmish near Charlottesville. 
Mar. 1, 1864.—Skirmish near Stanardsville. 
; Skirmish at Burton’s Ford. 
REPORTS.* 


| No. 1.—Brig. Gen. George A. Custer, U.S. Army, commanding expedition. 
No. 2.——Lieut. George W. Yates, aide-de-camp to Major-General Pleasonton, U. 8. 
Army. . 
No. 3.—Brig. Gen. Francis T. Nicholls, C. 8. Army. : 
No. 4.—Capt. Marcellus N. Moorman, C. S. Artillery, commanding Stuart Horse 


Artillery. 
No. 1. 
Reports of Brig. Gen. George A. Custer, U. S. Army, commanding 
expedition. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Near Madison Court-House, March-1, 1864—6 p. m. 
Sir: I have just arrived at this point with my.entire command. 
I will send a full report of my operations. My command is now be- 
ing fed, I will probably return to Culpeper to-night. My horses are 
very much worn. I found Charlottesville and the bridge over the 
Rivanna guarded by four batteries of artillery, two brigades of cav- 


-alry, and avery large force of infantry. This will be sufficient rea-. 


son for my not having destroyed the railroad bridge, but I destroyed 
the fine frame bridge over that stream, within 2 miles of the rail- 
road ; captured and destroyed a large camp of the enemy, after driv- 
ing them from-it ; captured 6 caissons loaded with ammunition, 2 
forges, and harness for both caissons and forges; burnt 3 large 
flouring mills filled with grain; captured 1 standard bearing the 
Virginia State arms; captured about 500 horses, 2 Government 
wagons, one loaded with bacon, and on my return was cut off by a 
- large force of cavalry and artillery under Generals Stuart and Wick- 
~ham. My command cut its way through without losing a man, ex- 


cept afew wounded. The enemy had several killed, a large num-_— 


ber wounded, and we captured over 50 prisoners. Since yesterday 
morning I have marched 100 miles. 
Very respectfully, 
G. A. CUSTER, 
Brigadier- General. 
Capt. E. B. Parsons, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General. 


*See also Meade’s report, p.170, 
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY Corps, 
Thursday, March 3, 1864. 


Str: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 


operations of my command during the late expedition into Albe. © 


marle: 


I left Pony Mountain with my command at 2 p. m. Sunday, the 


28th ultimo, and marched to the vicinity of Madison Court-House, 
where I arrived about 6 p. m., and bivouacked until 2 a. m. the fol- 
lowing day, at which hour I marched on the road leading to Stan- 
ardsville. A small picket of the enemy was driven in a few miles 
north of Banks’ Ford on the Rapidan. Nothing further was seen 

of the enemy until we arrived at Stanardsville, where a mounted 
' force of about 20 men was encountered. After the exchange of a 
few shots they fled in the direction of Orange Court-House. From 
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Stanardsville I took the road leading to Charlottesville. From pris- . 


oners picked up along the route I learned that Fitzhugh Lee’s divis- 
ion of cavalry was encamped in the vicinity of Charlottesville, hay- 
ing been sent there to obtain forage and recruit his command. The 
pickets of the enemy were met about 6 miles from Charlottesville, 
and, when forced to retire, fell back in the direction of that place. 
We succeeded in driving the enemy before us until we reached a 
point about 2 miles beyond the Rivanna River, and within 3 miles 
of Charlottesville. Here I discovered a superior force of the enemy’s 


cavalry, supported by four batteries of artillery, in position, and a. 


very heavy force of infantry (which I have since learned was Harly’s 
division). To satisfy myself concerning the enemy’s strength and 
position I ordered Captain Ash, of the Fifth U.S. Cavalry, with 
two squadrons of his regiment, to charge the enemy’s right flank. 
Captain Ash drove the enemy back very gallantly, and succeeded in 
capturing 6 caissons filled with ammunition, 2 forges and harness 


complete, besides destroying the camp of the enemy. Learning the > 


vast superiority of the numbers of the enemy, compared with my 
own, and the strength of his position, I determined to withdraw my 
command, which I did deliberately andin good order. After recross- 
ing the Rivanna I burned the bridge over that stream ; I also burned 
a large flour mill at that point, as well as two other mills at different 
oints on my route. I retired on the road leading to Stanardsville. 
hen 16 miles from Charlottesville I fed my command and biv- 
ouacked until daylight. Through a misunderstanding, 500 men of 
eae command, under Colonel Stedman, Sixth Ohio Cavalry, marched 
all night and recrossed the Rapidan before daylight, thus reducing 
my command to 1,000 cavalry and one section.of artillery. 

At daylight on the morning of the 1st I resumed my march on the 
road to Stanardsville, at which point a‘small picket of the enemy 
was posted. Here I destroyed a quantity of Government stores, 
consisting of bags, caps, saddles, leather, muskets, flour, and whisky. 
Taking the road from Stanardsville to Madison, I continued my 
march without interruption from the enemy until a point was reached 
at which the road branched in two directions, one branch leading to 


Burton’s Ford on the Rapidan, the other to Banks’ Ford. Herea — 


brigade of rebel cavalry was drawn up, under command of Generals 
Stuart and Wickham. My advance guard, composed of one squad- 


ron of the Fifth U. 8. Cavalry, under Captain Leib, was charged by 


the First and Fifth Virginia Cavalry, led by Stuart in person. At 
first the charge, being unexpected, was partially successful, and 


, 


] 
a'h 
/ 


ree 


: any, pare > we eeR 
EA SE be el ea Mia aie 9 eee] 
a re So 


ay 
ae 


BPO Ce URN At aM PERS OV Cri Ore ee CR te Te We trae 


“Cmp, S4V]  CUSTER’S RAID INTO ALBEMARLE COUNTY, VA. 163 


ais 


? 


: forced the advance guard back upon the main body, but the entire 


regiment (Fifth U.S. Cavalry), being sent forward under Captain 
Arnold, gallantly repelled the charge of the enemy and drove them 
back in great disorder, capturing over 20 prisoners and recapturing 
those of our‘own men who had been taken in the first charge by the 


enemy. Without giving the enemy time to rally his scattered forces, 


I hurried forward my entire command, halting only long enough to 


allow Lieutenant Porter to place his guns in position and fire a few | 


rounds after the retreating enemy. A portion of the enemy took 
the road to Banks’ Ford, while the main body took the road leading 
to Burton’s Ford. I pursued this latter force until he was driven 


across the South River, at a point near to Burton’s Ford, on the 
- Rapidan. <A portion of my command crossed the South River and 


drove the enemy to the Rapidan. Here I placed my guns in posi- 


tion, and made other demonstrations as if determined to cross at 


Burton’s Ford. The enemy, mistaking my real intentions, concen- 


_ trated all his forces at this ford, for this purpose withdrawing them 


entirely from Banks’ and the upper fords. Before he could detect 
my movement I faced my command about and moved rapidly to 
the road leading to Banks’ Ford, at which point I crossed the river 


“without molestation. The enemy discovered the change in my — 
movements, but too late to profit thereby. A force of 500, cavalry, 


which had been hurried up from Burton’s Ford to intercept us, only 
arrived in time to see my rear guard safely across the river. 

My command returned to its camp without having suffered the 
loss of aman. While on this expedition it marched upwards of 150 
miles, destroyed the bridge over the Rivanna River, burned 3 large 
flouring mills filled with \grain and flour, captured 6 caissons and 2 
forges, with harness complete; captured 1 standard bearing the 
arms of Virginia, over 50 prisoners, and about 500 horses, besides 
bringing away over 100 contrabands. A large camp of the enemy 


- was also captured and destroyed near Charlottesville. 


‘Brig. Gen. G. A. CustTEr, 


The conduct of the officers and men of my command was all that 


I could desire. 


Respectfully submitted. . . 
G. A. CUSTER, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding Expedition. 


Capt. E. B. Parsons, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps. 


- ADDENDA. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
March 2, 1864. 


Commanding Second Brigade, Third Division: 


GENERAL: The major-general commanding desires me to express 
his entire satisfaction at the result of your expedition, and the grati- 


- fication he has felt at the prompt manner in which the duties as- 


signed to you have been performed. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. B. PARSONS, 


Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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No. 2. 


Report of Lieut. George W. Yates, aide-de-camp to Major-General 
Pleasonton, U. S. Army. 4 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
March 3, 1864. ~ 


GENERAL: I have.the honor to report that I joined an expedition, — 
composed of 1,500 men and one section of artillery, commanded by 
Lieutenant Porter, Battery E, First Artillery, the whole commanded 
by Brig. Gen. George A. Custer, orf the night of the 28th of Febru- 
ary, 1864, at Madison Court-House, Va. 

On the 29th, at 1a. m.,-reveille was sounded, and ‘‘to horse” at 
2a.m. We immediately thereafter took up our line of march in 
the direction of the Rapidan River, traveling in a southwesterly 
direction. Approaching Wolftown we met a small cavalry picket, 
which fled at ourapproach. At daylight we struck the Rapidan 
River at its south fork, crossing at Banks’ Mill Ford without oppo- 
sition, and pushing forward in the direction of Stanardsville, at 
which place we arrived at 8.15 a. m. Here we again met a small cav-— 
alry picket, which retired in the direction of Orange Court-House. 
Passing through Stanardsville we kept a course south by west in 
the direction of Charlottesville, arriving at the Rivanna River about 
3 p. m., crossing its south fork at Naked Run on a large bridge. 
Here we heard the locomotives of four different trains of cars ap- 
proaching Charlottesville from the direction of Gordonsville and 
Orange Court-House. 

About 13 miles from the river we met the enemy’s cavalry pickets, 
which were driven in toward Charlottesville. We soon, however, 
met a stout force of cavalry, the enemy having mean time opened 
fire from three pieces of artillery. We ascertained from prisoners 
and citizens captured that the enemy, were pretty strong, having 
one battalion of artillery (twenty pieces), one brigade of cavalry, 
commanded by General Wickham, and one division of infantry. | 
The infantry had evidently just arrived by the trains above men- 
tioned, and | am satisfied by the reports of prisoners that there was 
no infantry at Charlottesville an hour before our arriving at Ri- 
vanna River. . 

Captain Ash, of the Fifth U. 8. Cavalry, with 65 men, was sent 
to the left in the direction of the enemy’s guns to reconnoiter. He 
charged the enemy’s artillery camp, driving them back, and suc- 
ceeded in capturing 6 caissons and 2 artillery forges, which he 
destroyed. He then burned their camp and camp equipage, &c. 
Heavy columns of infantry then appearing, Captain Ash was re- 
called. He joined the command, having met with no loss, 1 man. 
being slightly wounded. We then recrossed the river, burned the 
bridge, and also destroyed a large flour mill near the bridge. Dur- 
ing the day we had captured 500 horses from citizens and the enemy. 
We found abundance of forage and provisions through the country 
which we had traveled. At 9p. m. the command was halted for the 
purpose of feeding and resting the horses about 8 miles southwest of 
Stanardsville. About that time a heavy rain set in. The night was 
intensely dark. After resting about an hour and a half, General 
Custer issued orders to proceed to Stanardsville. Colonel Stedman, 
with 500 men, led the advance, During the darkness his command 
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became separated from the main column and we lost our road. A. 
halt was ordered. An aide was sent forward to halt Colonel Sted- 
man’s command, but the aide also lost the road and could not find 
him. Colonel Stedman in the meantime was on the right road and 
pushing rapidly forward toward Stanardsville. Several parties were 
sent out to intercept him, but owing to the darkness all efforts to 
overtake him failed. At daylight on the morning of the\lst March 
the main command moved forward again on the right road to Stan- 
ardsville. On our arrival there we learned that Colonel Stedman 
aa as the town at midnight, taking the road to Banks’ 
Mill Ford. 


_ About 2 miles from Stanardsville the advance guard, under the’ 


command of Captain Ash, Fifth Cavalry, came up with a rear guard 
of the enemy’s cavalry who were following the rear of Colonel Sted- 
man’s command. As soon as they discovered our approach they 
charged our advance, supposing we were a small party which had 
been scouting and left in rear of Colonel Stedman’s command. The 
enemy showed quite a large body of cavalry, charged our advance, 
drove them in rapidly to the main body. Mean time General Custer 
had massed his forces in a ravine out of sight of the enemy. Captain 
Ash fell back as far as the head of the ravine just. mentioned, the 
enemy at the same time pouring out of the woods in large numbers. 
Bineral Custer having made adequate preparations ordered a charge 
of his entire force. Officers and men moved forward in magnificent 
style, charging desperately upon the enemy, driving them back in 
sonfusion. We captured about half a dozen prisoners, and learned 
‘rom them that we were fighting General Stuart with two brigades 
of cavalry, one brigade commanded by General Wickham. Our guns 
were placed in position on a ridge to the right of the ravine from 
whence we made the charge. Lieutenant Porter, commanding the 
section, immediately opened fire on the enemy with shell, and they 
mmediately withdrew. The enemy had no artillery. We pressed 
shem rapidly for about 2 miles, when we learned that we were on the 
wrong road ; the road we were on led to Burton’s Ford on the Rap- 
dan, where the enemy had a force of infantry. I would here state 
ee at the point from whence we made the charge the road forked, 
she one to the right running about due north to Burton’s Ford, the 
me which the enemy had retreated on, while the other to the left 
cunning northeast direct to Banks’ Mill Ford, the one we should have 
saken at the forks. General Custer, as soon as he ascertained this 
zircumstance, ordered his command back to take the Banks’ Mill 
coad. The enemy followed our rear, but showed no disposition to 
-enew the attack. We destroyed another large mill, containing flour, 
about 2 miles before reaching Banks’ Mill Ford. We crossed the 
ford without further molestation and proceeded toward Madison 
Sourt-House. At the ford we destroyed Banks’ Mill, containing flour 
ynd corn-meal. About 5 miles from Madison Court-House we met 
Jolonel Stedman’s command of 500 men, they having arrived at 
olftown about daylight that morning; having heard our guns 
vbout 11 a. m., the colonel moved his command in the direction of 
Burton’s Ford, where he saw the cavalry and infantry above men- 
jioned. Colonel Stedman had a slight skirmish with the enemy on 
she north side of the river near Burton’s Ford, but withdrew his 
command and proceeded in the direction of Madison Court-House, 
where we overtook him. 
The whole command arrived at Madison Court-House before dark 
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on the evening of the Ist of March, having captured 500 horses, be- 


tween 50 and 60 prisoners (most, however, being citizens). __ 
We met with no loss with the exception of half a dozen men slightly 


wounded, and they rode their horses into Madison Court-House. We — . 


knew of 3 of the enemy who were killed, and several wounded, the 
enemy having left them on the field. 


I am under the impression that if we had a brigade of infantry in ~ 
light marching order, between Banks’ Mill Ford and Stanardsville, © 


All inquiries failed to elicit any information as to the whereabouts 


- we couldshave captured the enemy’s force sent out to intercept us. ‘a | 


of General Kilpatrick. Iam satisfied that the forces we met knew 


~ nothing of his movements. 

I left the command at Madison Court-House about 8 o’clock in the 
evening and arrived at these headquarters at 2 a. m. on the morning 
of the 2d. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. W. YATES, 
First Ineutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


Major-General PLEASONTON, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps. 


No. 3. 
Reports of Brig. Gen. Francis T. Nicholls, C. S. Army. 
LYNCHBURG, February 29, 1864. 


Thave just received from Captain Mallory, commanding at’Char- 
lottesville, the following dispatch : 


. . ” 
| Enemy’s cavalry 3 miles from town.- Can you send me any assistance? I want 


infantry. 


The dispatch is dated February 29, and was received 5.30 p.m. I 
have telegraphed to Charlottesville that I cannot. I will telegraph 
youagain in afew moments. I have telegraphed to Captain Mallory 
to know more, and whether what he says is thoroughly reliable. 

; FRANCIS T. NICHOLLS, 
Brigadier-General. 
General 8. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


LyNcHBURG, February 29, 1864, 


I have just received the following dispatch from Captain Mallory, 
commanding at Charlottesville : 


Enemy burned county bridge on read to Earlysville, and last information states 

_ they are retreating toward Greene County, from whence they came. They came 

within 4 miles of town when they were driven across the river at Rio Mills. Force 

not known ; supposed to be 1,000: all cavalry. You need not send any troops until 
you hear from me again. 


I have telegraphed Captain Mallory to keep me advised and will 
transmit to you his dispatches to me. 
FRANCIS T. NICHOLLS, 


Brigadier-General. 
General 8. CooPER. 


pet Ae \’ 
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\ y oe LYNCHBURG, February 29, 1864. 
I transmit dispatch from General Lee: 
_ _ Enemy’s cavalry are near Charlottesville ; prepare to meet them if they come to 
_ Lynchburg. ? \ 
I cannot tell whether this dispatch is subsequent to the one from | 
_ Captain Mallory at 8 p. m., that announced that the enemy had been 
driven back. I have no force but what I can get here from the citi- 
zens. I shall telegraph Captain Mallory. 
& : . FRANCIS T. NICHOLLS, 
Brigadier- General. 
General S. CooPEr, 
, Adjutant and Inspector General. 


LYNCHBURG, March 1, 1864. 
I have just received the following dispatch : 


CHARLOTTESVILLE. 
Enemy retreated toward Madison ; our cavalry in pursuit. 


FRANCIS T, NICHOLLS, 
Brigadier-General. 


} 


General S. CooPER. 


No. 4. 


_ Report of Capt. Marcellus N. Moorman, C. S. Artillery, command- 
ing Stuart Horse Artillery. 


Marcu 4, 1864.) 


Mayor: I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
part taken by this command during the recent raid of the enemy 
into Albemarle County, Va. : 

-On Monday, the 29th February, about 12.30 p. m., Lieutenant Cun- 
ningham, of the First Virginia Cavalry, brought into camp the first 

intelligence of the approach of the enemy, stating that he had last 
seen them 2 miles south of Stanardsville, making in this direction. 
Camp was at once notified and pickets sent forward to Rio Bridge. 
14 miles north, but before they arrived the enemy had crossed and 
held the bridge. At the same time a column was discovered, effect- 
ing a crossing at Cook’s Ford, 14 miles below. Finding it impossi- 
ble to get out of camp unless some check could be given, I opened 
fire with a portion of the guns of each battery, while the drivers 

_ and remaining cannoneers caught up and hitched the horses, all of 
which were running loose. As fast as a carriage was horsed it was 
moved off. Thus were all of the pieces moved out and started to 
.the rear, except four guns, which were opened from the hill com- 
 manding camp. The enemy by this time had pressed back through 
camp the line of skirmishers (unarmed except a few pistols) which 

I had deployed in my front. Having ordered all of my guns back 
except two sections, I drew up behind each a mounted support, plac- 
ing the remainder of those mounted, under Captains Chew and 
Breathed, to guard my flank and maneuver in front, making a show 
of cavalry, in the execution of which they deserve great credit. 
Just at the moment when the enemy’s columns which had crossed 
at Gook’s Ford had reached and set fire to our camp, their right, 
which had crossed at Rio, made a charge just in time to receive and 
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mistake the explosion of one of Captain Chew’s caissons for the 


. reopening of our guns, for they had just ceased firing at that point. 


Each column mistaking the other for his enemy fired into each other 
and broke. Captains Chew and Breathed, seeing their mistake, 


charged with their squadrons and drove the enemy with such precipi- 


tancy that I presume they have never discovered their mistake, as they 
never ventured to réturn, but drew up in line upon the opposite 
bank waiting the advance of the Horse. They opened upon us two 
pieces of-artillery, to which I made no reply. 

Much credit is due both to officers and men for their coolness, 
bravery, and self-sacrifice, leaving clothing, blankets, and all for 
their guns. 

The loss sustained was as follows: Moorman’s battery, 2 men and 
2 horses captured; Chew’s battery, 10 sets harness, 1 limber with 
canteens, 1 forge, 6 tents, 5 tent-flies, 4 tarpaulins, 60 pounds axle- 
grease, 15 curry-combs and brushes, 3 public horses, 40 Government 


_ bags; Breathed’s battery, 9 tents, 2 horses, 34 sets harness ; McGreg- 


or’s battery, 6 sets harness, 3 tent-flies, 12 bridles, 6 saddles and 
blankets, 4 halters, 2 mules, 4 skillets, 2 camp-kettles, 4water-buckets. 
In addition to the losses enumerated I would state that the battalion 
suffered heavily in private effects, especially Chew’s and Breathed’s 
batteries. 

In conclusion, I would inform you that I had been engaged with 
the enemy an hour or more when I received the accompanying dis- 
patch* from Major Mason. 

Respectfully submitted. 

M. N. MOORMAN, 
Captain, Commanding Battalion Stuart Horse Artillery. 

Maj. H. B. McCLELLAN, ? 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Cav. Corps, Army Northern Virginia. 


x FEBRUARY 28-MARCH 4, 1864.—Kilpatrick’s expedition against Rich- 


mond, Va. 


SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS. 
February 28, 1864.—Affair at Ely’s Ford. 
29, 1864.—Skirmish at Beaver Dam Station. 
Skirmish near Taylorsville. : 
March 1, 1864.—Skirmish at Ashland. | 
Skirmishes on Brook turnpike, near Richmond. 
Skirmish near Atlee’s. 
2, 1864.—Skirmish near Old Church. 
Skirmish near Walkerton. -f 


REPORTS, ETC. 


No. i.—Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, U. S. Army, commanding Army of the 
Potomac. 

No. 2.—Brig. Gen, Judson Kilpatrick, U. 8. Army, commanding expedition. 

No. 3.—Capt. Joseph Gloskoski, Twenty-ninth New York Infantry, Acting Signal 
Officer. 


No. 4.—Brig. Gen. Henry E. Davies, jr., U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, - 
Third Division, Cavalry Corps. , 


* Not found. 
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No. 5.—Capt. John F. B. Mitchell, Second New York Cavalry. 

“No. 6.—Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, U. S. Army, commanding Department of 

; Virginia and North Carolina. — 

No, 7.—Col. Samuel P. Spear, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, commanding Cav- 

alry Brigade. . 

~ No. 8.—Maj. Gen. Wade Hampton, C. 8. Army, commanding Cavalry Division. 
No. 9.—Brig: Gen. Pierce M. B. Young, C. S. Army, commanding brigade. 
No, 10.—Col. William H. Cheek, First North Carolina Cavalry, commanding bri- 
. gade. 


No. 11.—Capt. Edward C. Fox, Fifth Virginia Cavalry, Lomax’s brigade, Fitzhugh 


Lee’s division. ‘ 
No. 12.—Col. Richard L. T. Beale, Ninth Virginia Cavalry, Chambliss’ brigade, in- 
cluding operations January 21 to March 6, é 
No. 18.—Lieut. James Pollard, Ninth Virginia Cavalry. 
No. 14.—Brig. Gen. Armistead L. Long, C. 5. Army, commanding artillery, Sec- 
ond Corps. 
No. 15.—Col. Walter H. Stevens, C. 8S. Army, commanding Richmond Defenses. 
No. 16.—Capt. L. B. Anderson, North Anna Home Guards. 
No. 17.—Congratulatory orders. 


No. 1. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, U. S. Army, commanding 
. Army of the Potomac. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 1, 1864—10 p.m. (Received 11.30 p. m.) 


No intelligence has been received from Kilpatrick’s command 


since yesterday at 2 a. m., at which time he was passing through ° 


Spotsylvania Court-House, having captured the picket at Ely’s 
Ford on the Rappahannock, consisting of 1 captain, 1 heutenant, and 
15 men. In order to make a diversion in his favor the Sixth Corps, 
General Sedgwick, moved from its camp on the 27th and occupied 
Madison Court-House. On the 28th, Brigadier-General Custer, in 
‘command of a cavalry force and a section of artillery, left Madison 
Court-House with instructions to attempt the destruction of the 
Lynchburg Railroad bridge over the Rivanna, near Charlottesville. 
General Custer reached the bridge, but found it strongly guarded 
by infantry, cavalry, and artillery. He, however, destroyed another 
bridge over the Rivanna, within 2 miles of the railroad, drove the 
enemy from a large camp, destroyed 6 caissons with ammunition, 
2 forges with harness, burnt 3 large-flouring mills filled with grain, 
took 1 standard bearing the Virginia State arms, seized 500 horses 
and 2 Government wagons loaded with bacon, and. on his return cut 
~ his way through a large force of cavalry and artillery under Gen- 
erals Stuart and Wickham, with slight loss to himself, inflicting 
severe loss on the enemy, and bringing back 50 prisoners, returning 
to Madison Court-House at 6 p. m. this day, having accomplished 
since his departure therefrom a marchof over 100 miles. The force 
at Madison will be withdrawn to-morrow. 
GEO. G. MEADE; 


Major-General. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief . 
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. HEADQUARTERS ARMY oF THE Potomac, “ad 
March 6, 1864—12 midnight. (Received 12.30 a. m,, 7th.) if 


: The Richmond Sentinel of March 5 (yesterday) has been received, 
_ which announces the capturing at King and Queen of a part of Dahl- 
'  gren’s party, reported 90,men, and that Colonel Dahlgren was killed 
in the skirmish. I fear the account is true. The paper will be sent 


you to-morrow. 
Yass ate i rae GEO. G. MEADE, 
ay Major-General. 
Maj. i. W. HAaLueck, 
ne General-in-Chief. 


ws HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
ni Apri 8, 1864. 
. CoLtoneL: I have the honor to submit herewith the reports of 
- Brigadier-General Kilpatrick and subordinate officers on the recent 
‘expedition organized from this army witha view to effect the libera- 
tion of our prisoners in Richmond : ! ; 
_, About the middle of February, when in Washington, I was in- 
formed by the honorable Secretary of War that His Excellency the 
President was very anxious to have his amnesty proclamation dis- 
tributed within the enemy’s lines, and that he had sent for Brigadier- 
: General Kilpatrick to confer with him on the practicability of accom- 
__ plishing this object in connection with acavalry expedition. 
On my return to camp General Kilpatrick submitted, through the 
chief of cavalry, his project hereto annexed (marked A). Having 
ascertained from reliable sources that Richmond was comparatively 
defenseless, having only about 3,000 local militia with some field 
batteries and a small force of cavalry, and that Hampton’s division 
of cavalry, numbering not more than 1,500 men, were the only troops 
of Lee’s army at Fredericksburg and between there and Richmond, 
- I thought it practicable by a rapid and secret movement that Rich- 
~ mond might be carried by a cowp de main, and our prisoners released 
before re-enforcements from either Petersburg or Lee’s army could 
reach there. Instructions were accordingly given to General Kilpat- 
- rick (marked B).* — . 
ey At the same timethe Sixth Corps, Major-General Sedgwick, was 
advanced to Madison Court-House, and a cavalry command, 1,500 
strong, under Brigadier-General Custer, pushed toward Charlottes- 
ville, in advance-.of Kilpatrick’s movement, to distract the enemy’s 
attention and prevent the detachment of any force toward Rich- 
_ mond. It is believed these plans succeeded perfectly so far as de- 
ceiving the enemy. General Kilpatrick reached Richmond without 
opposition, and his approach was unknown till very near the city. 
Before arriving at that point he had detached Colonel Dahlgren, in 
command of 500 men, to cross the James River above Richmond, 
and move down the south bank, and before reaching the vicinity of 
Richmond he detached Major Hall with 450 men to attack a force of 
i‘ the enemy near Ashland. 
On reaching the city General Kilpatrick found himself opposed 
by infantry and artillery, which, in his judgment, rendered any 
attempt at forcing an entrance extremely hazardous. He accordingly 


* See also instructions to corps commanders, &c., February 26 and 28, in Corre- 
spondence, &c., pp. 595, 597-600, 608. J 


; + 
me 


. made no serious attempt to enter, but, after some slight and insig- 


nificant skirmishing, withdrew his command and hurriedly made 
his way to Williamsburg. | ; 

~ Colonel Dahlgren, having been deceived by his guide, was unable 
to cross the James, but, following down the left bank, endeavored to 
entér Richmond about the time of the withdrawal of Kilpatrick. 


Dahlgren pushed forward vigorously, but the night overtaking him 
and hearing nothing from Kilpatrick, whose guns he had heard — 
early in the afternoon, he withdrew and attempted to rejoin the main. 


body. Thenext day Dahlgren became separated from his command, 


and being ambushed near King and Queen Court-House himself 
fell mortally wounded, and the small force with him (some 70 or 80 
- men) fell into the hands of the enemy. The rest of his detachment, 


under the command of Captain Mitchell, New York cavalry, after 
encountering numerous bodies of the enemy, succeeded in rejoining 


Kilpatrick’s main force at Tunstall’s Station, on the York River Rail- 


4. “road: 


Captain Mitchell’s report is herewith submitted, and attention 
called to the admirable manner in which he handled his small com- 


mand. 


The report of Brigadier-General Custer, whose ereeiee to the | 
so transmitted — 


vicinity of Charlottesville was perfectly successful, is a 


yy" -herewith. * 


On the returnof Brigadier-General Kilpatrick, I caused a thorough | ‘ | 


inspection of his command to be made, and submit herewith the re- 
port of the inspection, showing the number of horses lost and dis- 
abled, together with the number of lost arms and equipments. 


I also forward a nominal list of the killed, wounded, and missing | ie ; 


in General Kilpatrick’s command. It is believed the number of 
killed (2) and wounded (12) will be increased when the missing are 


finally accounted for. There were no casualties in General Custer’s 


command. 
4 Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEHKO. G. MEADE, . 
Major-General, Commanding. 
Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[{Inclosure No. 1.] 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

February 17, 1864. 

Major-General HUMPHREYS, : 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac : 4 
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GENERAL: In obedience to the instruction of the major-general 


> commanding, of this date, I have the honor to state that the plan 

-. proposed by Brigadier-General Kilpatrick in the inclosed communi- 
cation is not feasible at this time. 

When the Stoneman raid was made last year, General Lee’s army 


was closely engaged with the Army of the Potomac at Chancellors- 


ville, and the country was clear, yet the damage done by that raid 
was repaired in a few days, while the loss to the Government was 
over 7,000 horses, besides the equipments and men left on the road. 
Had this force been retained for the Gettysburg campaign the re- 
sults would have been more decisive. 


*See'p. 162. , 
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General Kilpatrick might succeed in cutting the telegraph from 
Lee’s army and from Fredericksburg to Richmond, but the telegraph 
by the way of Gordonsville and Lynchburg would soon notify the 
rebels in Richmond that our cavalry was out, and before Kilpatrick 
could do much damage their vulnerable points would be secured. 
_ For the success of such an expedition I would be willing to sacrifice 
- the number of horses required, but in the present state of the roads 
- and the facilities the rebels have, with their army disengaged and 
distributed for frustrating such an effort, I cannot recommend it. 
_ Inreference to the President’s proclamation, I will most willingly 
undertake to have it freely circulated in any section of Virginia 
that may be desired. Ido not think lam promising too much in 
/ naming even Richmond. 
; I am in the receipt of information from the James River which is 
satisfactory to me that the amnesty proclamation is freely circu- 
lating in Virginia, but that the people are so watched as to prevent 
much action as yet on their part. As an instance is mentioned a 
_ strong Union man at Howardsville, who has $160,000 in coin secreted, 
but who has never been able to escape with it. 
ee I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. PLEASONTON, 
a Major-General, Commanding. 
2 Ges [Sub-inclosure. ] 
+ A. 
Le HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
cee February 16, 1864. 
» Capt. EK. B. Parsons, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps ; 
CapTaIn : In compliance with orders from headquarters Cavalry 
Corps, I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 12th 
instant I proceeded to Washington City and reported to the Presi- . 
. dent of the United States, as directed in an order dated headquar- 
- ters Cavalry Corps, February 12, 1864. 

By direction of the President I afterward reported to the honor- 
able Secretary of War and submitted, at his request, the following 
“plan as, in my opinion, the most practicable to accomplish the 

double purpose of distributing the President’s amnesty proclama- 
_ tion to the rebel command in our front, and to the inhabitants of 
_ Virginia in the various counties about Richmond ; as also to destroy, 
as far as practicable, the enemy’s communications, and attempt the 
release of our prisoners at Richmond. 
_Plan.—I propose, with a force of not less than 4,000 cavalry and 
- six guns, to cross the Rapidan River at Ely’s Ford and proceed to 
Spotsylvania Court-House, from that point to send a sufficient 
force of cavalry to destroy the. Virginia Central Railroad at or-near 
Frederick’s Hall, to prevent infantry re-enforcements being sent 
from Lee’s army, scouts having been sent to cut the telegraph on 
crossing the Rapidan River; also to send a force to destroy the 
Fredericksburg railroad at or near Guiney’s Station, the telegraph on ; 
this road having also been previously destroyed. These parties, and 
others that it may be found necessary to detach, will scatter the 
proclamation along the line of march. With the main force I pro- 
pose to move to Carmel Church and cross the North Anna River near 
that point, destroy the railroad bridge 3 miles below, and proceed to 


* i 
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Hanover Junction, unless the force stationed there is found tobe too 
large, in which case I will avoid that point. The force sent to 
Guiney’s Station will join me at Carmel Church. The force sent to 
Frederick’s Hall will proceed to Goochland Court-House, destroy 
the canal, cross the James River, proceed down the south bank, 


; oe rt 


YI 


destroy the arsenal at Bellona; also the Danville and Richmond ig 


and Petersburg and Richmond Railroads, this force afterward to act 


as circumstances may require. From Hanover Junction I will pro- 
ceed down the Brook pike between the two railroads, cross the brook — 


and move on Richmond, and if possible, in conjunction with troops, 


sent from the direction of West Point, make an attempt to release 


our prisoners. Should this be found impossible the command can — 


return by way of Fredericksburg, or seek temporary safety at West 


Point. The command will need but five days’ rations and one of “4 


a 
forage ; no wagons. 


From the information I have but lately received, and from my — 
thorough knowledge of the country, I am satisfied that this plan can 


be safely and successfully carried out. 

Respectfully submitited. 
J. KILPATRICK, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers. - 


[First indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
February 17, 1864. 


This statement of General Kilpatrick is forwarded to Major-Gen- 


eral Meade, as requested. 
A, PLEASONTON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 17, 1864. 


Respectfully returned. 


Sai nhs 


vet 


The major-general commanding desires the views of the com- 7 
mander of the cavalry corps respecting the feasibility of the plan; 


after submitting which, in writing, the commanding general of the 


army desires to see him. . 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


B. 
CONFIDENTIAL. | Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 27, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. KILPATRICK, 
Commanding Expedition, &e.: 
The major-general commanding has directed Major-General Pleas- 
onton, commanding Cavalry Corps, to re-enforce your command so_ 


f 


? 


that you will have available 4,000 officers and men and a battery of ~ 


light artillery. With this force you will move with the utmost ex- 
pedition possible on the shortest route past the enemy’s right flank to 
Richmond, and by this rapid march endeavor to effect an entrance 
into that city and liberate our prisoners now held there and in that 
immediate vicinity. 
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~ To create a diversion in your favor a powerful expeditionhas been 
organized and will be in full movement to-morrow, the 28th in- fp. 
~ stant, to operate toward the left flank of the enemy in ‘the direction > 
of Charlottesville, which will be extended to the railroad bridge | 
across the Rivanna, in the vicinity of that town, if practicable, and 
the bridge destroyed. This operation will be followed up by other 
movements of troops, and it is expected by these means so to distract es 
. theattention of the enemy that every chance for the success of your Meg 
expedition will be secured that it is practicable to provide for here. he 
If you succeed in liberating the prisoners you will conduct them ; 
within our lines at Williamsburg, and then, if, in your judgment, 
upon the facts known to you as to the disposition of the forces of 
- the enemy and the state of the weather, it be practicable you will 
., return to your former position in this army by way of the crossings 
of the Rappahannock or Rapidan. The movements intended to 
create a diversion in your favor will be in full operation on the 28th 
~ and 29th instant, and will extend beyond that time. You will there- 
fore commence your movement on the night of the 28th instant. 
4 IT am directed by the major-general commanding to say that no 
_. detailed instructions are given you, since the plan of your operations 
has been proposed by yourself, with the sanction of the President 
»~ and the Secretary of War, and has been so far adopted by him that 


| he considers success possible with secrecy, good management, and | 
the utmost expedition. 

ees A. A. HUMPHREYS, 

; x, Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


{Inclosure No. 3.] 


Numerical list of casualties in the Cavalry Corps during expedition of General ; 
fi ; Kilpatrick to Richmond. 


; ; Killed. Wounded. | Missing. ; 
aries |e ; 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CoRPs, : 

| March 30, 1864. 
ah D. McM. GREGG, 
i Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding, 


Capt. E. B. Parsons, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. es 
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' ADDENDA, / 
FEBRUARY 28, 1864. 


COMMANDING OFFICER SECOND CoRPs: 


Please send the following confidential dispatch to General Kil- 9 
atrick. The signal telegraph is just reported out of order. Let me 
now when Kilpatrick receives it. ‘i 


FEBRUARY 28, 1864—6.15 p.m. 


_ Brigadier-General KILPATRICK : Sst 
The major-general commanding directs that you move to-night. ne, aay, 

_ A. A. HUMPHREYS, ya 

. Major-General and Chief of Staff. pie 
ile 

oe iy: 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, is 

March 14, 1864. yee 

- Major-General PLEASONTON, Ne 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: : sh 

The major-general commanding directs that» careful inquiry be he 
made to ascertain whether Colonel Dahlgren made or issued such an 
address to his command as that which has been published in the 
journals of to-day ; and also whether any orders or directions of the if 
character of those contained in the memorandum following the ad-- 
dress were given to his command or to any part of it. | te 
Very respectfully, &c., Shoitt bi 

(Ay A> HUMPHREYS, ee 

Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


oe ve! 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
March 14, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. J. KILPATRICK, ik 
Commanding Third Cavalry Diwision : a 


GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that careful 
inquiries be made to ascertain whether ‘Colonel Dahlgren made or 
issued such an address to his command as that which has been pub- 
lished in the journals of the day. Every effort will be made by you, 
to learn the truth of this matter, and the officers and men of his 
command will be carefully questioned on this point, and the result 

of the investigation and whatever you may yourself know of the 
matter will be reported at the earliest practicable moment. 

The general also desires to know whether any orders or directions 
of the character of those contained in the ‘‘memorandum” following » | 
the address, as printed jn the public journals, were given to his com- 
mand or to any portion of it. , 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
Q E. B. PARSONS, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


1 } 
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pie? ; HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, | 
ik March 16, 1864. 


Capt. F. C. NEWHALL, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps: 


: Captain: In accordance with instructions from headquarters Cav- 
hs alry Corps I have carefully examined officers and men who accom- 
~~ panied Colonel Dahlgren on his late expedition. 
All testify that he published noaddress whatever to his command, 
nor did he give any instructions, much less of the character alleged 
Me in the rebel journals in the memorandum following his address. | 
Colonel Dahlgren, one hour before we separated at my headquar- 
ters, handed me an address that he intended to read to his command. 
That paper was indorsed in red ink, ‘‘ Approved,” over my official 
signature. The alleged address of Colonel Dahlgren published in 
the papers is the same as the one approved by me, save so far as it 
speaks of ‘“‘exhorting the prisoners to destroy and burn the hateful 
city and kill the traitor Dawis and his cabinet.” All this is faiso and 
published only as an excuse for the barbarous treatment of the 
. remains of a brave soldier. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier- General of Volunteers, 


Reais. HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 22, 1864. 
Major-General PLEASONTON, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 


DEAR GENERAL: Will you have Captain Mitchell sent to these 
headquarters to-morrow ? I refer to the Captain Mitchell who com- 
manded that part of Colonel Dahlgren’s force that reached the 
main body of the expedition under Genera! Kilpatrick. 

AA HUMPHREYS, 2 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


> 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
March 25, 1864. . 
Major-General PLEASONTON, 
ag Commanding Cavalry Corps: 


i _ The major-general commanding directs me to inquire whetherthe 
3 instructions for General Kilpatrick, as commander of the late expe- 
\ dition against Richmond, sent to him from these headquarters 
_ through you, were duly received and acknowledged by him. In his 
report of that expedition General Kilpatrick omits all mention of or 
reference to these instructions. ; 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
_ A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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_ EXPEDITION AGAINST RICHMOND, VA; TER a 


Ge HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY Corps, 
F March 25, 1864. 
_ Major-General Humpureys, Chief of Staff: 
GENERAL: General Kilpatrick duly received and acknowledged 
the instructions of the major-general commanding in reference to 
the late expedition against Richmond. . viet 
Very respectfully, (sree, Meter 
A. PLEASONTON, 
Major-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 


Fort Monroe, March 30, 1864. eds 

Rear-Admiral DAHLGREN : Gruhs S 
Dear Str: I have received the most positive assurances from § _ 
Judge Ould upon two points that may interest you. First, that the Ai 
statements in the Richmond papers of any indignities to the remains 


of your son are false; that they were decently and properly buried 
under the direction of an officer of equal rank in the Confederate = 
service. Secondly, I have the most positive assurances from him =” 
- that you shall receive the remains of your son by next flag-of-truce — i 
boat. | ; 

I beg leave to add my. own assurances that the moment Colonel 

Dahlgren’s remains arrive at this point they shall be safelyand most 
_ speedily forwarded to you. * Bey iF 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, reat 
ENJ. F. BUTLER, ice 
Major-General, Commanding. — whe 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 16; 1864. ° 


ge? 2)> aE 


Brig. Gen. J. KILPATRICK : 5 
Iam directed by the major-general commanding to advise you ah 

_ that he desires you to send him acopy of your letter of March 15 et 
[16], in reference to the instructions given the late Colonel Dahl- 
gren, at the very earliest moment practicable, and that he desires to ; 
see you personally upon the subject at these headquarters as soon as a 
the copy of the letter is forwarded. pee 


Very respectfully, &c., é 
. CHAS. E. PEASE, a 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. Rare 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 4 
1 April 16, 1864. ‘ : i) 
Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, , 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 

COLONEL : I inclose herewith, for the information of the honorable 
Secretary of War, a letter and inclosures received from General 
Robert E. Lee, commanding Army of Northern Virginia, with my 
reply thereto. i 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, 
12 R R—VOL XXXII 
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[inclosure No, 1.] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
f i April 1, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. GEORGE G. Maps, 
. Commanding Army of the Potomac: 


. GENERAL: I am instructed to bring to your notice two papers 
found upon the body of Col. U. Dahlgren, who was killed while 
commanding apart of the Federal cavalry during the late expedi- 
tion of General Kilpatrick.* To enable you to understand the sub- 
ject fully I have the honor to inclose photographic copies of the 
papers referred to, one of which is an address to his officers and men, 
bearing the official signature of Colonel Dahlgren, and the other, 
not signed, contains more detailed explanations of the purpose of 
the expedition and more specific instructions as to its execution. In 
the former this passage occurs : 

_ We hope to release the prisoners from Belle Island first, and having seen them 
fairly started, we will cross the James River into Richmond, destroying the 
bridges after us and exhorting the released prisoners to destroy and burn the 
hateful city ; and do not allow the rebel leader Davis and his traitorous crew to 


escape. The prisoners must render great assistance, as you cannot leave your 
ranks too far or become too much scattered, or you will be lost. 


- Among the instructions contained in the second paper are the 
following : ‘ 

_ The bridges once secured, and the prisoners loose and over the river, the bridges 
will be secured and the city destroyed. The men must keep togetherand well in 
hand, and once in the city it must be destroyed and Jeff. Davis and cabinet killed. 
Pioneers will go along with combustible material. 
_ In obedience to my instructions I beg leave respectfully to inquire 
whether the designs and instructions of Colonel Dahlgren, as set 
forth in these papers, particularly those contained in the above ex- 
tracts, were authorized by the United States Government or by his 
superior officers, and also whether they have the sanction and ap- 
proval of those authorities. 

IT have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
¥) R. E. LEE, 

uy General. 


¥F [Sub-inclosure No 1.] 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CoRPs, 


1864, 
Officers and Men: , 


You have been selected from brigades and regiments as a picked 
command to attempt a desperate undertaking—an undertaking 
which, if successful, will write your names on the hearts of your 
countrymen in letters that can never be erased, and which will 
cause the prayers of our fellow-soldiers now confined in loath- 
some prisons to follow you and yours wherever you may go. We 
hope to release the prisoners from Belle Island first, and having seen 
them fairly started, we will cross the James River into Richmond 
destroying the bridges after us and exhorting the released prisoners 
to destroy and burn the hateful city; and do not allow the rebel 
leader Davis and his traitorous crew to escape. The prisoners must 
render great assistance, as you cannot leave your ranks too far 


* See Cooper to Lee, March 30,p.228. 4... ° 
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é 
or become too much scattered, or you will be lost. Do not allow 
any personal gain to lead you off, which would only bring you to 
an ignominious death atthe hands of citizens. Keep well together 
and obey orders strictly and all will be well; but on no account 
scatter too far, for in union there is strength. With strict obe- | 
dience to orders and fearlessness in the execution you will be sure 

to succeed. We will join the main force on the other side of the — 
city, or perhaps meet them inside. Many of you may fall; but if 
there is any man here not willing to sacrifice his life in such a great — 
and glorious undertaking, or who does not feel capable of meeting 

the enemy in such a desperate fight as will follow, let him step out, 

and he may go hence to the arms of his sweetheart and read of the 

braves who swept through the city of Richmond. :We want no man — 
who cannot feel sure of success in such a holy cause. Wewill have — 
a desperate fight, but stand up to it when it does come and all will 

be well. Ask the blessing of the Almighty and do not fear the ~ 


enemy. 
U. DAHLGREN, | 
Colonel, Commanding. — 


« 
[Sub-inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
———.,, 1864, 
>) 


Guides, pioneers (with oakum, turpentine, and torpedoes), signal — 
officer, quartermaster, commissary, scouts, and picked men in rebet 
uniform. Men will remain on the north bank and move down with ° 
the force on south bank, not getting ahead of them, and if thecom- | 
munication can be kept up without giving an alarm it must be done ; — 
but everything depends upon a surprise, and no one must be allowed | 
to pass ahead of the column. Information must be gathered in re- | 
gard to the crossings of the river, so that should we be repulsed on 
the south side we will know where to recross at the nearest point. 
All mills must be burned and the canal destroyed ; and also every- 
thing which can be used by the rebels must be destroyed, including — 
the boats on the river. Should a ferry-boat be seized and can be 
worked, haveit moved down. Keepthe force on the south side posted 
of any important movement of the enemy, and in case of danger some 
of the scouts must swim the river and bring us information. As we 
approach the city the party must take great care that they do not 
get ahead of the other party on the south side, and must conceal 
themselves and watch our movements. We will try and secure the — 
bridge to the city, 1 mile below Belle Island, and release the prison- 
ers at the same time. If we do not succeed they must then dash 
down, and we willtry and carry the bridge from each side. When 
necessary, the men must be filed through the woods and along 
the river bank. The bridges once secured, and the prisoners loose 
and over the river, the bridges will be secured and thecity de- 
stroyed. The men must keep together and well in hand, and once 
in the city it must be destroyed and Jeff. Davis and cabinet killed. 
Pioneers will go along with combustible material. The officer must 
use his discretion about the time of assisting us. Horses and cattle | 
which we do not need immediately must be shot rather than left. 
Everything on the canal and elsewhere of service to the rebels must 
be destroyed. As General Custer may follow me, be careful not to 
give a false alarm. 


Vay 
1 
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ee . ; [Inclosure No. 2.] ' 

oe Hpgrs. ARMY ‘OF THE Potomac, April 17, 1864. 
eral Ropert KH. Ler, Comdg. Army of Northern Virginia: 
WNERAL: I received on the 15th instant, per flag of truce, your 


munication of the Ist instant, transmitting photographic copies | 


vo documents alleged to have been found upon the body of Col. 
Jahlgren, and inquiring ‘“‘ whether the designs and instructions 
folonel Dahigren, as set forth in these papers, particularly those 
ained in the above extracts, were authorized by the United 
es Government or by hissuperior officers, and also whether they 
» the sanction and approval of these authorities.” In reply I 
s to state that neither the United States Government, myself, nor 
eral Kilpatrick authorized, sanctioned, or approved the burning 
1e city of Richmond and the killing of Mr. Davis and cabinet, nor 
other act not required by military necessity and in accordance 
. the usages of war. 

confirmation of this statement I inclose a letter from General 
yatrick, and have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obe- 


t servant, 

ey GEO. G. MEADE, 

Ae Major-General. 
[Sub-inclosure.] i 


me HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
ca April 16, 1864. 
Gen. §. WiniiAms, A. A. G., Army of the Potomac: 

ENERAL: In accordance with instructions from headquarters 
1y of the Potomac, I have carefully examined officers and men 
accompanied Colonel Dahlgren on his late expedition. 

ll testify that he published no address whateyer to his command, 
did he give any instructions, much less of the character as set 
h in the photographic copies of two papers alleged to have been 
id upon the person of Colonel Dahlgren and forwarded by Gen- 
“Robert E. Lee, commanding Army of Northern Virginia. 
mel Dahlgren, one hour before we separated at my headquar- 
, handed me an address that he intended to read to his command. 
t paper was indorsed in red ink, “Approved,” over my official 
ature. The photographic papers referred to are true copies of 
papers approved by me, save so far as they speak of “exhorting 
prisoners to destroy and burn the hateful city and kill the 
or Davis and his cabinet,” and in this, that they do not contain 
indorsement referred to as having been placed by me on Colonel 
Igren’s papers. Colonel Dahlgren received no orders from me to 
we, burn, or kill, nor were any such instructions given me by 
superiors. 

_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

iP J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers. 


Fort Monrog, Va., April 17, 1864. 
(Received 5.45 p. m.) 
r-Admiral JoHN A. DAHLGREN, Washington, D. C.: 
ag-of-truce boat arrived. Ould assures Major Mulford that 


n going to the grave of Colonel Dahlgren it was found empty, 
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H and that the most vigorous and persistent search fails to find it; ; 
the authorities are making every exertion to find the noevs wl 
shall be restored if found. 
Beek: BUTLER, oi 


; Major-General, Commandin 


. Fort Monrog, Va., April 20, ‘1864. 
(Received 11 p. m 
Rear-Admiral JoHN A. DAHLGREN, 

Washington : 


I have reliable information from Richmond that Colonel D 
gren’s body has been taken possession of by his Union friends, 
has been put, beyond the reach of the rebel authorities. I proy 
to take in the matter the course indicated in my last conver 
with you. Please advise me if you wish any other. 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major- cienera 


Fort Monrog, Va4., ae 21, 1864, 
(Received 1,45. p.m. 
Rear-Admiral JoHN A. DAHLGREN, r, 


if 


Washington, DiCwe ei 3 


The remains are not so far within my control as to be able 
remove them from Richmond, where every effort is being made by 
detectives to find them ; but they are, 1 am informed and believe 
the hands of devoted friends of the Union, who have taken possess 

of them in order that proper respect may be shown to them : 
time which I trust is not far distant. I hardly dare suggest to O1 
when he reports tome, as he will, that he cannot find them, thi 
can put them into his possession, because that will show such a 
respondence with Richmond as will alarm them, and will redot 
their vigilance to detect my sources of information. I am, howe 
under the direction of the President. 
BENJ. F. BUTLER, 


Major-General, Contin 


No. 2. } Hi 


penerts of Brig. Gen. Judson Kilpatrick, U. S. Army, comameine 
expedition. 


CavaLRy Corps, February 29, 186 

Major-General HUMPHREYS, ig 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: : 

I have the honor to forward you a copy of a dispatch just recei 
from General Kilpatrick : 

Hpgrs. CAVALRY Eaeebnee 

February 29, 1864—1 a.m. (Via Second Corps Hdar 


Lieut. Col. C. Ross SMITH, 
Ohief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 
CoLONEL: My advance captured the picket and reserve of the enemy ee J 
Ford, consisting of a captain, lieutenant, and 15 men. It was a complete Burp 


\ 


No alarm has been given. The enemy does not anticipate our movement. My 
command is crossing in good order, Colonel Dahlgren with the advance has reached 
~Chancellorsville. 

Very respectfully, : 
Fax J. KILPATRICK, 
ye Brigadier-General. 


Ree A. PLEASONTON, 
* j Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
4 March 4, 1864. 


‘GENERAL: The following dispatch, in cipher, just received from 
General Kilpatrick, dated Fort Magruder, Va., March 3, 1864: 


Mi 
At 
é 
: 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY EXPEDITION, 
Bs. March 3, 1864—9 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. A. PLEASONTON, 

 » Commanding Cavalry Corps: 


_ Thave reached General Butler’s lines with my command in good order. I have 
failed to accomplish the great object of the expedition, but have destroyed the 
-enemy’s communications at various points on the Virginia Central Railroad ; also 
the canal and mills along the James River, and much other valuable property. 
. Drove the enemy into and through his fortifications to the suburbs of Richmond ; 
-made several unsuccessful efforts to return to the Army of the Potomac. I have 
lost less than 150 men. The entire command is in good order, and needs but a few 
days’ rest. J respectfully ask for instructions. 
can J. KILPATRICK, 
i) Brigadier-General, Commanding Hapedition. 


\ 


In view of the failure of General Kilpatrick to return to this com- 
mand by land, I respectfully urge that transportation be sent imme- 
diately from Alexandria to transport it by water, as his command is 
composed of picked troops from all the divisions of the corps, and 
the organization and effectiveness of the remaining divisions is seri- 
ously impaired by the absence of so large a number. 
c Very respectfully, 

: A. PLEASONTON, 
4 Major-General, Commanding. 
_ Major-General HuMPHREYs, 

; Chief of Staff. 


YORKTOWN, Va., March 6, 1864. 

I left my camp at Stevensburg with 3,585 men, 6 guns, 8 caissons, 3 
wagons, and 6 ambulances. I have now 3,317 men, 3,595 horses, 6 
guns, 8 caissons, 3 wagons, and 4 ambulances. Colonel Dahlgren, 
with about 100 men, has been heard from to-day ; he was then near 

King and Queen Court-House. Ishall send some of my men to assist 
him. General Butler informs me that he has ample transportation 
forme. ‘Troops can be crossed at Urbanna only at high tide. Dock 
destroyed. Can easily cross at Tappahannock. Gun-boats can cover 
my crossing. 
J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General. 

Major-General PLEASONTON, 

Commanding Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac, 
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A YORKTOWN, VA., March 8, 1864. 


GENERAL: Twelve men of Dahlgren’s party have come in. They 
state that Colonels Dahlgren and Cooke, with about 80 men and a 
large number of negroes, were ambushed at King and Queen Court- ~ 
House on Thursday evening, 11 p. m.* Thecolonel was killed and 7 » 
men wounded. Colonel [Major] Cooke and the remainder, were 
afterward. surrounded by the citizens and soldiers on furlough. | 

Colonel peer) Cooke ordered his men to scatter and make for the 
river. The negroes were captured and confined in the jail at the 
court-house. Colonel Dahlgren’s servant has also come in. He re- 
ports seeing the colonel’s body on the roadside stripped of his cloth- | 
ing and horribly mutilated. I sent a large force two days since to 
King and Queen Court-House. It has not returned. Ve 

J. KILPATRICK, wend 
Brigadier-General, &c. — 

Major-General PLEASONTON, neh 

Commanding Cavalry Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD Division, CAVALRY CORPS, 
March 16, 1864. 


Captain: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 
26th of February I received the following order, dated— ne 


CONFIDENTIAL. | Hp@rs. CAVALRY CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, a 
February 26, 1864. — 
Brigadier-General KILPATRICK, ea 


Commanding Third Cavalry Division : y isi 


“GENERAL: Your command, increased to 4,000 men with one battery, will be’ 
placed in readiness to move on a raid to Richmond for the purpose of liberating our — 
prisoners at that place. am 

You will start on Sunday evening, the 28th instant, and will proceed by such: 
routes and make such dispositions as from time to time you may find necessary to - 
accomplish the object of the expedition. You will not be confined to any specific — 
instructions in reference to such matters. Col. Ulric Dahlgren is authorized to — 
accompany you, and will render valuable assistance from his knowledge of ‘the — 
country and his well-known gallantry, intelligence, and energy. Important diver- © 
sions will be made in your favor, the particulars of which you have been already _ 
advised. That these may be more fully and completely carried out you will direct’ 
Brigadier-General Custer to report in person to these headquarters until further — 
orders. _With my best wishes for a perfect success, and the assurance that every 
effort will be exerted by the service here to insure it, ‘ 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


A. PLEASONTON, SA 
Major-General, Commanding. 


In accordance with the above instructions, I left my camp at 
Stevensburg at 7 o’clock Sunday evening, February 28, with 2,375 
men and Captain Ransom’s battery U.S. Horse Artillery (six pieces), © 
and detachments from the First and Second Cavalry Divisions, under | 
Majors Hall and Taylor, in all 3,582 strong. 

My advance, consisting of 460 men, under Colonel Dahlgren, | 
reached Ely’s Ford at 11 p. m., crossed, surprised, and captured the — 
enemy’s picket, consisting of 2 officers and 14 men. Colonel Dahl- 
gren was then ordered to move rapidly forward, by way'of Spotsyl- 
vania Court-House, to Frederick’s Hall, on the Virginia Central 
Railroad, and thence to a point above Goochland, on the James 
River, cross the river, move down the opposite bank, and, if possi- 
ble, be in position to seize the main bridge that led to the city of 


* Wednesday, March 2. 


s 
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Richmond, at 10 o’clock Tuesday, March 1. A small force, under 
Captain Boice, Fifth New York Cavalry, was sent to destroy the 
Fredericksburg railroad below Guiney’s Station, the telegraph hav- 
ing been destroyed on both roads by scouts during the night. I 
pressed rapidly forward with the main column, passed Spotsylvania 
Court-House at daylight, reached and destroyed Beaver Dam Sta- 


tion at 1 p. m., and after destroying the road to a considerable ex- 


tent, moved rapidly forward in the direction of Richmond, and went 


into camp early in the evening 9 miles from Ground Squirrel Bridge, 
over the South Anna. 


I moved at 1 a. m. Tuesday morning, intending to cross the South 


Anna at Ground Squirrel Bridge, move down the Ridge road, and 


attack Richmond west of the Brook pike. My guide (I think 
through ignorance), instead of directing the column to the bridge 
mentioned, led it in the direction of Ashland, where we came upon 
the infantry pickets of the enemy. From prisoners I learned that a 
force of 2,000 infantry and six pieces of artillery was stationed near 
the railroad bridge above Ashland. 

I directed Major Hall, with 450 men of the First Division, to drive 
in the enemy’s pickets and make a determined attack in order to 
cover the movements of the main column. I struck across the coun- 
try to the South Anna and crossed at a point 3 miles above Ashland 
at daylight, Tuesday morning. The attack of Major Hall totall 


_ deceived the enemy as to the movements of the main column, whic 


passed on, crossed the railroad 7 miles below Ashland, tore up a con- 
siderable portion of the track, destroyed a culvert, passed on and 
reached the Brook pike at a point 5 miles from Richmond at 10 a. 


_ m. The enemy’s artillery, engaged with Major Hall, could be dis- 
_ tinctly heard in my rear. Rightly supposing that the enemy would 


send all his available [force] in the immediate vicinity in the direc- 
tion of the firing, in order to protect the bridge at that point, and 
learning from citizens and negroes who came from Richmond that 
morning that no attack was expected upon the city, and that only a 


small force occupied the works in front on the Brook pike, I moved 
forward, crossed the brook, surprised and captured the picket and a 


small force of infantry in the rifle-pits beyond. The enemy now 
sent forward troops to oppose my further PiCRten but they were 
easily driven back until a point was reached about 1 mile from the 


city. Here aconsiderable force of infantry with artillery effectually 


checked my advance. It was now1p.m. I ordered up my entire 
force, and after thoroughly examining the enemy’s position, deter- 


_ mined to attack, believing that if they were citizen soldiers I could 
- enter the city. 


Brigadier-General Davies had the advance. The [Fifth New York 
Cavalry was] dismounted and sent forward as skirmishers, and 500 
men under [Major Patton] in a body, dismounted, followed closely 
in rear of the skirmishers to attack and carry if possible a small 


earth-work on the left of and a barricade that the enemy were then 


placing in the road. The enemy was finally forced back until a 
position was gained for the use of my artillery, which was brought 
up and opened upon the enemy, now occupying a position just out- 
side the city. 

I brought up re-enforcements, strengthened and extended my line 
of skirmishers to the right as far as the plank road, and was about 
to order an advance of the whole line, when I discovered that the 
enemy was rapidly receiving re-enforcements, not only of infantry 


Om, XLV] EXPEDITION AGAINST RICHMOND, VA. 185 


but artillery. Feeling confident that Dahlgren had failed to cross 
the river, and that an attempt to enter the city at that point would 
but end in a bloody failure, I reluctantly withdrew my command 
at dark, crossed the Meadow Bridge over the Chickahominy, and, 
after destroying the bridges on the Virginia Central Railroad, went 
into camp near Mechanicsville. 

Colonel Dahlgren, having failed to cross the James River, moved 
rapidly down the canal, destroying viaducts and locks, and engaged 
the enemy at 4 o’clock on the plank road a few miles from Richmond, 
and at dark, when I withdrew my command, had driven the enemy 
near to the city. He then withdrew with the intention of joining 
the main force. 


In the various attacks upon the city, which commenced at 12m. | 


and continued until dark, we lost upward of 60 men in killed and. 


wounded. The enemy is known to have lost a considerable number — 


in killed and wounded, and we took prisoners upwards of 200. By 
scouts and spies I ascertained that the entire available force of the 
enemy in and about the city had been concentrated during the day 
on the Brook pike and plank road, where the various attacks had 
been made, and that no force of the enemy was on the road from 
Mechanicsville to the city. It was now 10 p. m. I at once deter- 
mined to make another attempt to enter the city. Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Preston, of the First Vermont, and Major Taylor, of the First 
_ Maine, were selected to lead two separate detachments of 500 men in 
on the road from Mechanicsville, while with the artillery and the 
remaining portion of my command I would hold the bridge over the. 
Chickahominy and cover their retreat with the prisoners if success- 


ful. These two determined and daring officers had but just com- — a 


menced to move when Colonel Sawyer, commanding Second Brigade, 


reported that his pickets had been driven in on the road from the * | 


direction of Hanover Court-House. A few moments later he sent 


me word that the enemy was advancing inforce and rapidly driving = 


in his people. Isent orders for him to throw out a strong line of 
skirmishers, and, if possible, charge the enemy and drive him back, 
as Lintended to make this last effort to release our prisoners. “Heavy 
musketry and carbine firing could now be heard, and a moment later 
the enemy opened with a battery of artillery. I was forced to recall 
my troops to resist this attack, which now became serious. The 
enemy charged and drove back the Seventh Michigan, and consider- 
able confusion ensued. The night was intensely dark, cold, and 
stormy. The command was moved out on the road toward Old 
Church and placed into position, and, after considerable hard fight- 
ing, with a loss of 2 officers, upwards of 50 men, and 100 horses, re- 
pulsed the enemy and forced him back on the road toward Hanover 
. Court-House. Not knowing the strength of theenemy, I abandoned 
all further ideas of releasing our prisoners, and at 1a. m. moved to 
the intersection of the roads from Mechanicsville to Old Church, and 
from Hanover Court-House to Bottom’s Bridge. Here we went into 
camp. 
ites daylight the enemy attacked my pickets, but were easily re- 
pulsed. At 8 a.m. the command moved to Old Church, 12 miles 
from Hanover Court-House, and here took up a good position and 
remained until 1 p. m. Wednesday, hoping that Dahlgren might 
come in. The enemy charged my rear guard at this point, but were 
~ gallantly charged in return by the First Maine, and driven back a 
considerable distance, with aloss of many prisoners, This is the last 
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Tsaw of theenemy. From the prisoners I learned that they belong 
to Hampton’s division, and that it was he who attacked me the nig 
before ; that he had with him a large force of mounted infantry a 
cavalry and four pieces of artillery, and that he had retired to He 
over Junction, expecting me to move in that direction. : 
Taking this fact into consideration, and the condition of my co 
mand, I decided to move by the nearest route to General Butle 
lines at New Kent Court-House. The command went into cal 
near Tunstall’s Station Wednesday evening. Here Captain Mitche 
with upward of 300 officers and men belonging to Colonel Dahlgre 
party, joined me. Captain Mitchell reported that Colonel Dahlgr 
and Major Cooke with about 100 men became separated from 1 
main portion of his command during the night, since which time 
had heard nothing of the colonel or his party. 5 
We moved early Thursday morning to New Kent Court-Hou 
where we were met by Colonel Spear and a considerable force of | 
fantry and cavalry, sent out by Major-General Butler to assist 1 
Colonel Dahlgren, after becoming separated from the main portion 
his command, crossed the Pamunkey at Hanovertown and the M 
tapony at Aylett’s. Here he defeated a superior force of the ener 
captured nearly as many prisoners as he had men, and gallant 
_ fought his way to a point within 3 miles of King and Queen Cou 
House, where he was ambushed, fired upon, and killed, and his lit 
party of brave men, then under command of the gallant Lieutena: 
Colonel [Major] Cooke, surrounded by a large force of citizens a 
regular soldiers, and all save 21 were taken prisoners. These lati 
Benton their horses and made their way on foot to Glouces 
oint. 
The outrageous treatment of the remains of Colonel Dahlgrena 
the cruel and barbarous manner in which his men were hunted dor 
‘and captured by citizens and soldiers with dogs determined me 
‘visit the neighborhood of King and Queen Court-House with as 
ficient force to punish those who had been engaged in the murc 
‘of Colonel Dahlgren and the capture of his men. With about 2,( 
‘cavalry, three regiments of infantry, and a battery of artille 
‘under command of Brigadier-General Wistar, we marched to P 
mouth, near King and Queen Court-House, from which point C 
onel Onderdonk, of the First New York Mounted Rifles, pus 
forward to King and Queen Court-House and Carlton’s Store, dre 
the enemy, some 1,200 strong, from his camp, destroyed the can 
and pursued him upward of 10 miles, killing and wounding a laa 
number and capturing 35 prisoners. After destroying a 1a 
amount of rebel stores collected at King and Queen Court-Ho 
the command returned to camp without loss of a man. ' 
It is impossible to estimate the amount of property destroyed a 
damage done to the enemy during this raid. The Virginia Cent 
Railroad was. destroyed to a considerable extent near Frederic 
Hall, at Beaver Dam, as well as the depot and stores of all kinds ¢ 
lected at this point. Culverts were destroyed and tracks torn 
above and below Ashland, and the railroad bridges over the Chic. 
hominy. Several viaducts and locks were destroyed on the canal 
‘different ne for a distance of 30 miles above Richmond. Hii 
large mills along the James River were burned, filled with flour < 
grain belonging to the Confederate Government. " 
Several thousand of the President’s amnesty proclamations w 
‘scattered throughout the entire country, and I am satisfied that 
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onel Dahlgren had not failed in crossing the river, which he did 
er through the ignorance or treachery of his guide, or had. the 
my at Bottom’s Bridge been forced to remain at that point by a 
eatened attack from the direction of Yorktown, I should have 
sered the rebel capital and released our prisoners. 
he expedition failed in its great object, but through no fault of 
» officers and men accompanying it. All did their duty bravely, 
mptly, and well, and for which they deserve the highest praise. 
_ will forward at the earliest possible moment a correct statement 
/my entire loss of men, animals, and equipments, as well as a 
inal list of the killed, wounded, and missing. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. KILPATRICK, © 
Brigadver-General of Volunteers. 
Capt. F. C. NEWHALL, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps. 


ADDENDA. 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
2 OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT INSPECTOR-GENERAL, 
P March 22, 1864. 
Ly 
ent showing the losses of the command which accompanied Gen- 
ul Kilpatrick on his recent expedition. 
[ have the honor to state, in addition, that the inspections made of 
ase troops discovered a large number of horses rendered unserv- 
‘able from sore backs and overexertion. There are of these, in the 
rst Division, 180; in the Second Division, 200; in the Third Di- 
sion, 100. All the animals, of course, are much pulled down by 
3 unavoidable fatigues and hardships of such an expedition, and 
require recuperation before the renewal of very active duty. 
ie health of the men of the command was not unfavorably affected 
this expedition. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: F. C. NEWHALL, 
Acting Assistant Inspector-General. 
Capt. E. B. Parsons, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Inclosure.] 


port of officers, men, and horses of the Cavalry Corps returned from General 
“lpatrick’s expedition, with a statement of losses, &c., as required by orders 
rom the major-general commanding Army of the Potomac, dated Washington, 
Varch 12, 1864. 


Division. 
Strength, loss, &c. ‘ Total. 
First. |Second.} Third. 


ngth of command that started : 
Officers 5 35 17 104 156 
is pi D 8 ot er IL aed ihre kA arcs acatge 4, here, ath aiaginrs Pes 67 479 Loe 3 a9 
regate.... 711 496 | 2, 595, 
Bee 681 482 | 2,472] 3,685 
ugth of command that returned: ~ 3 
SR SKS Ais) AT are, ge Iva es, aa tis chee WSs RG Mia «4-0: Fle/sleselayslafe nfg sje ivsls 34 16 97 147 
CE heed ota a Pe Naa alanine tnctel o's esos eat eb'e aida ple ete ndess « 667 377 | 2,064 8, 108 


SASL ey Se 0, 0 adi ete, 8 coon a ep an A a Cero Easier ie Pan 701 393 | 2,161 8, 255 
aares RTPA, ine eid in Ponce Mate) abn ele arsgen le yess 22 333 | 2,097 3, 052. 


APTAIN: I have the honor to forward herewith a tabular state- — 


i a SRA ALINE gina } MRED,» Vee sk STs OR hy Ha tees ag pee ; 
Bee oc too ih aa LOS OPERATIONS IN N. 6., VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA, - 

‘ hee ® Re ane y Y } ; Te Tae temuhee ti 
yh Py . i \ p pA. ‘ . ' ee 
‘s ‘ Report of officers, men, and horses of Cavalry Corps, &e.—Continu 
: y \ ‘ Ra an 

‘ Division. — 
Strength, loss, &c. : : 
First. |Second.| Thi 
Loss 
OffiCe rs. Na22:7 5 SANs stapling’ s oop fete nerense ec) eite ae neat Mamta Miter det ota 1 1 
ON sie cece : ae : 
Aggregate .. 1 
Hersek Re NE ahs PORE ae a PAE Dem a ac Sey Aes - ad YN 59 149 3 
Arms, accouterments, horse equipments, &c., lost: 
Spencer rifles... 21/5 jee Waele sie hate NUN clots obaleyoke el nfl PEP eles nletMaN stay eislet asta fateh ls 
Spencer carbines. .3......0..0.. 01 Le cao Sk Date ge aero le eiptcdaee te erates etal ays ty ees et tele ea 
Sharps carbines. yl Mes Ase wees we batcenas Meaiatel ere Marah WL gate 41 106 1 
Burnside carbines. <n deen lees oe teliie she ape ale ete te eeihe Qiafape eset Wao os cehell ty eobegeetege 1 
t Colt army. pistols ee ice eA Ie eee dae ne age aeeeee 43 100 ae 
Cavalry sabers ...........- Eee Ge TZ RINE By! Carb capa rete Brel Gua Laas 32 85 3 
Saberbeltsand plates Wyih cei aekc ee alastidy stature tana clane eens 18 81 3 
Pistol holsters sk orks Gace hohe ee ORE intel ah ge bone ee! 43| . 92 2 
yan) hifle cartridge-boxes and slings 44.1 5.285... e<885-e-| iy EAT Ale Semel ! 
Sharps carbine cartridge-boxes and slings ........... ..........-|....2--- Aaa 1 
Burnside carbine cartridge-boxes and Swivel .........0...:....0--/ecee cesfeceeee Bs 1 
Pistol cartridg@e-bomesi las. qonis eh Shiela tieteae nae ee ee « aeeran a epee BBY eee. 94. 2 
CAP POUCHOB IT. ii. sepa -araeele egal Mite awn eke ee aE ie weenie te sees os 
Babersknots of 's be 2 ee NOR Oe Ae ay eee Me a lee aie ome 
Carbing/cartridge-boxes' |.) 22-) 115 48a dean dine Clg eae lame ee eae 
Haddles: Comaplete 211i waeitc see See Nees hyehele tolls meeps ke eae 
Halters'and straps ene u. nck ceacottaniie calee ee nmeEe we MiG praca 
Haddeyplankets yay (oives-tes tery scl suytuleiiorsiete ecstasy ase oe) eerie a 
Curb bridlesisc.:.¢, 5 SOR Des AE eee aia ola ae haera Wapeheie See ree nN 
SpUPsiaAnad' Straps: '%. ps cs chieia licks Lalor dais e oe adete miele erate fale 
FLOTSe CQ UI MVS NES ft te tails oss sigteeteily ot) ake ara, head aye ae ele aie ete ate tines 
BUPCMI TOS eis ots a cia hs foley slo nuaias tebe Yes «ole aie ese oat Rene aes tee hati tee fata 
FIAVersackss eich Hed dasditler a syerete taeda alele epics Me cen alate a paahsltha eS ae ee 
Camteens asc FA 2 e givtea ory coe pithan ater aie Neaicistade oad coe arate 
Great-coats .... ur terahaloreterate tate ate de tetha 
Bed blankets 
Ponchos.:.../. 
Axes and helve 
Bugler ss. 
\ Carbine slings and Swivels, hy SORA eR 4 
Respectfully submitted. eS 
F. C. NEWHALI 
Acting Assistant Inspector-Ge 
Asst. Insp. GEN.’s OFFICE, Hpars. Cav. Corps, 
My March 22, 1864. 
4 
No. 3. 
Report of Capt, Joseph Gloskoski, Twenty-ninth New Y 
NY . fantry, Acting Signal Officer. a 
e Hpgrs. THIRD Division, CAVALRY CORP 

an March 16, 

( CAPTAIN: In obedience to orders I have the honor to n 


following report of services performed by me in the late ex 
of General Kilpatrick’s cavalry : 

In order to give you a correct idea of what was executec 
and Lieutenant Bartley, it will be necessary to make a brie’ 
of that expedition or raid. oe 

We (General Kilpatrick’s command) left Stevensburg on 
ultimo at 7 p.m. Colonel Dahlgren with some 600 picked 
an hour in advance of the main column. Lieutenant Bartley 
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‘olonel Dahlgren; I remained with General Kilpatrick. 
| night of our march was beautiful. Myriads of stars 
in heaven, looking at us as if in wonder why should we 
» laws of God and wander at night instead of seeking repose 
», The moon threw its silvery light upon Rapidan waters 
forded it, and it seemed as if the Almighty Judge was look- 
tly upon our doings. We moved as fast as our horses 
lk, making halts of fifteen minutes twice every twenty-four 
hus we reached Spotsylvania Court-House. There Col- 
igren with his command took direct road toward Frederick’s 
ile we moved to Beaver Dam Station. From this point I 
cted and put signaling in motion. This was not easy, for 
rast as we did there was no time to look for a signal flag. 
in behind for that purpose would not be prudent or safe, 
if it were safe it would not be of much avail, for the coun- 
igh which we moved is flat, low, and wooded. By the time 
ed Beaver Dam Station it grew dark and rain began to fall. 
t, however, that was there might have been seen for many 
['wenty wooden buildings were at once set on fire, formin 
t of flame, rising high above the surrounding woods, Wd 
< forms of our soldiers jumping around it seemed from a dis- 
e demons on some hellish sport. Here a small force of rebel 
appeared, but not strong enough to detain us, and we 
n toward South Anna River. Now it stormed in earnest. 
ind and sleet forced men to close their eyes. The night was 
chat even the river in front could not be seen and trees on 
side could not be distinguished. So complete darkness I 
w. Men depended entirely on the instinct of their horses, 
whole command on a negro to guide them. Stopping for 
time I sent up by order of General Kilpatrick several rock- 
of course received no reply. No rockets could be seen for 
ance on such a night as that. 
day, the Ist of March, we were in front of Richmond. No 
vere we in view of the fortifications than the enemy’s guns 
ire. Here I had time to look for Colonel Dahlgren’s signals. 
uld be seen, however, owing partly to woods, mist, and 
und want of knowledge of his whereabouts. He was to join 
s point or in Richmond if we or he had succeeded‘in taking 
prise. In my opinion the sound of our and rebel guns were 
oud enough ; from that sound he might have judged cor- 
w far-we were from his command. That sound told plainly 
hmond was not to be taken by surprise, and that the weaker 


ént ought not to lose time in joining with the main com- 


When near sunset we moved off toward Chickahominy 
ymped for the night. There I barely escaped capture, for 
it on reconnaissance to learn where we were and the roads, 
rebel pickets on each road, and some were trying to cut me 
Ly return to camp. We were not destined to sleep in that 
r no sooner were we laid down than the rebels opened fire 
) guns on our camps and their cavalry charged on some of 
ments. Dark and rainy as it was not much confusion 

Ours repulsed the rebel attack and'we moved out of that 
vard Pamunkey River. Next day the largest portion (400 
Colonel Dahlgren’s force joined us. I could learn as yet 
of Lieutenant Bartley. From this point we had no trouble 
ing Yorktown on the 4th. Next day we embarked for 
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Portsmouth, landed there on the 6th, moved toward Suffolk, saw 1 
rebel forces, and returned to Portsmouth the same day, and tl 
next to Yorktown. There we learned of Colonel Dahlgren’s dea‘ 
and the capture of his party. Ral 

General Kilpatrick with a portion of his command made an exp 
dition to King and Queen County. As this expedition was to be on. 
a mere retaliation for the death and bad treatment of Colonel Dah 
gren, I accompanied it only as far as West Point. That is as far ; 
our gun-boats went, and I returned in a gun-boat to Yorktown. 

On the 12th we embarked for Alexandria ; that is, the commar 
began to embark as fast as there was transportation for it. By th 
time the whole command is perhaps in Alexandria. General Ki 
patrick went ahead and left orders for his staff to follow him. 

Yesterday one brigade of cavalry and General Kilpatrick’s pe 
sonal escort had orders to moveon. In anticipation that they wou. 
move, I ordered my flagmen and wagon to move with the escort ar 
came myself by rail to Brandy Station and thence to these hea 
quarters; but here I learned that the orders were countermanded | 
telegraph, and that the cavalry would leave Alexandria to-morro 
(Thursday, the 17th). 

From this statement you will see that there was not much oppo 
tunity to use signals, owing partly to our very rapid movement 
partly to the inclemency of the weather, and often to the position | 
the country. Ifound signal officers at Yorktown, Gloucester, ar 
Portsmouth. I regret to state that Lieutenant Bartley, with his 
men, full signal equipments, and supply of rockets, were capture 

It is known to you that the destination and purpose of that exp 
dition before its leaving Stevensburg was kept so secret, seeming|: 
that only the chief commanders were acquainted with it, althoug 


| for two weeks previous there were loud rumors in camp amor 


acters and civilians that we were going to make a raid on Ric: 
mond. * 

I inclose the code for rocket signals I arranged at the time of o1 
starting. I knew nothing of what was needed at the time I had tl 
interview with you. : 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, _ 
J. GLOSKOSKI, 
Captain and Acting Signal Officer. 


No. 4. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Henry EF. Davies, jr., U. 8S. Army, commandit 
Hirst Brigade, Third Division, Cavalry Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, THIRD Division, 
Stevensburg, Va., April 4, 1864. 


LIEUTENANT: Pursuant to orders received this a. m. from divisix 
headquarters, I have the honor to forward the following report 
the operations of my command on the recent raid to Richmond: 

On the 28th day of February a detachment of the First Divisio 
Cavalry Corps. commanded by Major Hall, Sixth New York Ca 
alry, reported to me, consisting of detachments from various re: 
ments of that division, in all amounting to 34 commissioned office 
and 697 enlisted men ; a detachment of the Second Division, Caval 
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‘ps, commanded by Major Taylor, First Maine Cavalry, also 
orted to me, consisting of detachments from various regiments 
that division, in all amounting to 19 commissioned officers and 472 
isted men. I took on the 28th from my own brigade (First Bri- 
le, Third Division) the men who were well mounted, amounting 
ull to 27 commissioned officers and 568 enlisted men, giving me 
en we moved a total of 80 commissioned officers and 1,737 enlisted 
n. From this force, before the movement of the main body of 
expedition, I detached the following parties to report to Colonel 
lgren: Second New York Cavalry, 100 men; Fifth New York 
valry, 40 men; detachment Second Division, 150 men ; making a 
al of 290 men. This detachment was under the command of Lieu- 
ant-Colonel [Major] Cooke, Second New York Cavalry. 

fy command left their camps at Stevensburg shortly after dark on 
} evening of February 28, marched to Ely’s Ford on the Rapidan, 
1 crossed at that pomt; thence on through Spotsylvania Coark 
se, on the morning of the 29th of February, and across the Po 
er. Hereahalt of about an hour was made tofeed. The brigade 
n moved forward through Mount Pleasant, New Market, and 
ilesburg to the North Anna River. This stream was crossed at 
derson’s Ford, and I reached ‘Beaver Dam Station between 3 and 
.m. Here the railroad depot, water-tanks, store-house, &c., 
ce destroyed, the switches, turn-outs, and track pulled up and 
ned, the telegraph cut, and the poles taken down for a consider- 
e distance. An attempt was made to capture a railroad train 
t was heard approaching from Richmond, but taking alarm from 
burning buildings at the station, it succeeded in backing out of 
way before my men could reach it. A slight skirmish occurred 
e between my advanced guard and some 25 dismounted men of 
enemy, who fired a volley and then made their escape in the 
ods.. The command moved from Beaver Dam some 6 miles on 
road to Ground Squirrel Bridge, and’ went into camp about 8 


n. 
if 11 p.m. Major Hall, Sixth New York Cavalry, with a detail of 
men from the First Division detachment, was sent to make an 
ick on the South Anna railroad bridge, and between 12 p. m. and. 
.m. of the 1st day of March my command moved out of camp. 
| took the road to Richmond. Before reaching the South Anna. 
advanced guard met and drove from position a small force of the 
my’s infantry, who appeared to be on picket duty. The South 
na River was crossed at daylight at a bridge about 2 miles west. 
the Richmond and Fredericksburg Railroad, and a short halt. 
de to enable the division to close up. I then moved toward Rich- 
nd, passing Ashland Station about a mile to my left, and crossing 
Richmond and Fredericksburg Railroad some 2 miles below Ash- 
d.- At this point the telegraph and railroad were destroyed, and 
arty sent, in charge of Lieutenant Whitaker, aide-de-camp on the 
f of the general commanding division, to destroy a bridge on the 
» of the road, which object I believe was accomplished. 

‘he brigade then moved forward to and crossed the Chickahominy, 
1e on to the Brook turnpike road, and advanced on this road 
ard Richmond. About 2 miles before reaching the brook, a 
ket-post of 4 mounted men was captured and brought in, and 
m that time we constantly fell in with small parties of the enemy, 
arently sent out for the purpose of observing our movements, 
eral of whom were captured. 
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At the bridge on the turnpike, where it crosses the brook, a few of 
the enemy were met, who immediately retreated on the appearance 
of my advanced guard, who made 2 or 3 prisoners, and several who — 
had hidden in the woods came out and gave themselves up. 

The first line of works that we met was on the south side of the 
brook, commanding the bridge and the ford, but were not manned. 
After crossing the brook my column moved forward on the pike, 
encountering no resistance until about 1 p. m., when they came 
within sight of a line of earth-works, stretching to the right and left 
of the road 2 miles from the brook, from which the enemy imme- 
diately opened with artillery. The position that they occupied was 
a good one. The country for 1,000 yards in front of the works was 
open and perfectly level, affording no cover or position whence our 
artillery could be used to any advantage. The approach by the road 
was defended by a section of artillery, having a perfect range of the 


whole ground, and also enfiladed by the fire of two guns on our right 


and four on our left, and it was impracticable from the nature of 
the ground to maneuver cavalry on either side of the road except as 
skirmishers, the fields being very soft and muddy, and intersected 
with wide and deep ditches. 

I ordered the Fifth New York Cavalry to deploy as skirmishers 
on the right and left of the road, and to advance as far as practica- 
ble toward the enemy, and gave directions for the rest of my com- 
mand to form, while I went forward to examine the ground. Icon- 
cluded that the best method of attack would be to send forward a 
strong party of dismounted men on the left of the road, where they 
could for some distance be kept out of view by some houses that 
stood on that side of the road, and when they were well engaged to 
make an attack down the road covered by our artillery. An attack- 
ing force of 500 men taken from the different regiments of the com- 
mand, armed with carbines, was formed and placed under the orders 
of Major Patton, Third Indiana Cavalry, who was instructed to © 
keep well to the left and make a determined attack upon the earth- 
works on that side, and to gain, if possible, a position where he 
could bring his fire to bear upon the enemy’s guns. The rest of the 
command with the exception of the Fifth New York Cavalry, who 
were deployed and had been ordered to advance simultaneously with 
Major Patton, were formed ready to charge as soon as the diversion 
I had intended could be effected. 

Major Patton advanced with his men, and as soon as he got within 
range the enemy in considerable force opened upon him with mus- 
ketry. I was soon afterward directed by the general commanding 
division to withdraw my men and take the road to the Meadow 
Bridges, covering the rear of the division. Major Patton, on com- 
ing back, reported that the enemy had exhibited a considerable 
force of infantry when he began his attack, but could not say with 
any certainty what number he observed. The enemy on the falling 
back of my command threw out from their works about 200 infantry 
skirmishers, who were checked by my rear guard and made no 
further demonstrations. 

_AS we were moving on the road to the Meadow Bridges Major 
Hall, who had been detached the previous night to attack the South 
Anna railroad bridge, rejoined my command, reporting that he had 
found the bridges strongly guarded with infantry and artillery, and - 
he could not accomplish the objected for which he was sent. 

J moved down the road to the Meadow Bridges, setting fire to the 
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railway trestle-work at that place and destroying the road bridges 


_ after I had crossed, and went into camp near Mechanicsville, picket- 


yA in my rear and on both flanks. 
he enemy during the evening skirmished slightly with my pick- 


ets, and about 12 p. m. attacked the Second Brigade in force. My 


- command at once mounted and formed, but the Second Brigade, un- 


assisted, repulsed the attack made on them, and I moved to the 
vicinity of Old Church, which was reached about 4 a. m. on the 
morning of the 2d of March. About 8 a.m. I moved my command 
about 1 mile beyond Old Church, and there took upa position. The 
enemy’s cavalry in small force appeared, but were instantly put to 
flight by a squadron of the First Maine Cavalry, which drove them 
at the first attack. I then moved on to the vicinity of Tunstall’s 
Station, where the brigade encamped for the night. While on the 
road this day I was overtaken by Captain Mitchell, Second New 
York Cavalry, who brought in about 250 of the men who had been 
sent on the expedition intrusted to Colonel Dahlgren. 

The next morning, March 3, I moved on the Williamsburg road, 
meeting a short distance from the station a portion of the command 
sent up by Major-General Butler to New Kent Court-House. I 
marched through New Kent Court-House that day as far as the 
Twelve-Mile Ordinary, where I went into camp for the night. . 

The following day, March 4, I marched through Williamsburg to 
Yorktown, where I went into camp in the afternoon. 

On Saturday evening, March 5, pursuant to opders from division 
headquarters, I ordered Major Hall with 400 men to march to New- 
port News, there to embark on transports for Portsmouth, Va., while 
with 400 more men of the command J embarked at Yorktown on 
transports for Portsmouth. The whole command reached Ports- 
mouth about 11 a. m. on Sunday, March 6, and after moving out 
from the town it was found that the emergency that required our 
presence no longer existed. I therefore went into camp near Ports- 


“mouth that evening. 


_ The following two days, March 7 and 8, were occupied in shipping 
the men and horses back to Yorktown, where I returned on the after- 
noon of the 8th of March. 

Wednesday, March 9, I received orders to embark my brigade 
on transports to return to the Army of the Potomac, landing at 
Alexandria. I reached Alexandria on the morning of March 10, 
and the same day the Fifth New York Cavalry and Ransom’s bat- 
tery, with detachments from other regiments, arrived there. 

March 11, the Fifth New York Cavalry started for Stevensburg, 
which they reached on the evening of the 12th. 

On the 11th the whole of the Second New York and Highteenth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry and a portion of the detachment from the 


- Second Division reached Alexandria. These men, together with the 


battery, were sent forward to the Army of the Potomac on the 12th 
of March, under command of Colonel Bryan, Highteenth Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry, and reached their camps on the morning of the 14th. 
The remainder of the Second Division detachment reached Alexandria 
on the 12th, and moved out to rejoin their command on the morning of 
the 13th, and the detachment from the First Division reaching Alex- 
andria on the 13th moved on the 14th to their former headquarters. 

I believe that the above will include all the movements of the force 
under my command on the late expedition, 
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I have already forwarded to division headquarters nominal and” 
numerical lists of killed, wounded, and missing, as well as of prop- 
erty, &c., lost and captured. 


Respectfully submitted. H. E. DAVIES, Jr., 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Lieut. EH. W. WHITAKER, . 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 5. 
Report of Capt. John F. B. Mitchell, Second New York Cavalry. 


Camp SeconD New YorRK VOLUNTEER CAVALRY, 
Stevensburg, Va., March 15, 1864. 


Caprain : In obedience to orders received from the general com- 
manding division, I have the honor to make the following report rel- 
ative to what was done by the expedition commanded by the late 
Colonel Dahlgren, and also as to the facts connected with the orders 
and papers alleged to have been found on his person: 

The command amounted to 500 men, and consisted of detachments 
from the First Maine, First Vermont, Fifth Michigan, Fifth and 
Second New York Volunteer Cavalry. We left division headquar-' 


ters at Stevensburg, Va., at 6p. m. February 28, 1864, and marched 


eS Ceili F 


to Ely’s Ford, which we reached about 11 p. m. We crossed the | 


river, and a party of the Fifth New York Cavalry, under Lieu- 
tenant Merritt, and Hogan, the scout, captured the enemy’s picket- 
post, 1 officer and 14 men, belonging to a North Carolina regiment of 
cavalry. The colonel then pressed on to Spotsylvania Court-House, 
which he reached at early dawn on the 29th February, marched on 
in the direction of Frederick’s Hall till 8 a. m.,;when he halted for 
fifteen minutes to feed the horses ; then pressed on again to within 
three-fourths of a mile of Frederick’s Hall Station, which we reached 
oe " a. i 

n the road we captured 16 artillery soldiers belonging to the 
Maryland Battalion. They told us that at the station thee were 
three different camps, eight batteries in each, in all about ninety-six 
guns ; that there wasa regiment of infantry near at hand and a bat- 
talion of sharpshooters in each camp. Here we captured also 12 
artillery officers on court-martial—1l colonel, 1 major, and 8 or 9 
captains. What information they gave to Colonel Dahlgren I am 
unable to state, but he determined not to attack the camp and moved 

; nd telegraph about 1 mil 

of the station. While we were engaged earn up the ratlectaae 
bending the rails, a train came down from the north, but seeing the 
smoke of our fires, did not come near enough for us to attack. 

We now pushed on to the South Anna, which we crossed about 10 
o’clock on the night of the 29th instant. It was raining and so in- 
tensely dark that it was almost impossible to keep the column closed 
up, and some 50 men were lost in the darkness. but joined us again 
in the morning near Goochland Court-House. About 2a m. the 


colonel halted. The name of the pl 
think it was about 9 miles from Gna oaue unable to state, but 


< 
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At daylight of the morning of the 1st of March we marched on 
toward the James River and stopped for a few minutes near Horton’s 
house, on the canal, about 21 miles from Richmond. Here'Colonel 
Dahlgren gave me orders to take the detachment (100 men) of the 
Second New York Cavalry, the ambulances, prisoners, led horges; 
&e., and proceed down the canal, destroying locks, burning mills, 
canal-boats, and all the grain I could find; that when I came to 
Westham Creek I should send the ambulances, prisoners, &c., under 
guard to Hungary Station, there to join General Kilpatrick and the 
main column ; that I was then to proceed down the river road or the 
canal, as I might see fit, while he, with the main portion of his com- 
mand, was to cross the James River at a ford which his guide was 
to show him, release the prisoners, and enter Richmond by, I believe, 
the Mayo Bridge. Here I was to join him, if possible; if not, make 
my way to Hungary Station and join General Kilpatrick. He then 
divided the torpedoes, giving me one box, some. turpentine and 
oakum. He then started ahead of me. I struck the canal and 
moved down along its bank, sending the ambulances, &c., under 
guard of Lieutenant Randolph and 20 men, on the river road, with 
orders to join me at Manakin’s Bend. Along the canal I destroyed 
six flourishing grist-mills, filled with grain and flour, one saw-mill, 
six canal-boats, loaded with grain, the barn (also well filled) on Sec- 


retary Seddon’s plantation, coal-works at Manakin’s Ferry, and 


Morgan’s Lock just above. Here I found that there were neither 
canal-boats, locks, nor mills on the canal till the Three-Mile Lock, 
2. €., 3 miles from Richmond. I could not bring the ambulances on 
the tow-path, so-I took the river road again, reaching which I was 
surprised to find the tracks of Colonel Dahlgren’s party, and farther 


_on the dead body of a negro hanging from a tree on the roadside. 


It seems that Colonel Dahlgren intended to cross the James River 
by a ford, to which his guide (this negro) promised to guide him. 


There was neither ford nor bridge; the guide had known it, and in — 
_ his indignation the colonel hung him. 


Colonel Dahlgren, finding there was no way to cross the James save 
by a very small scow, abandoned the project and proceeded to the 
cross-roads, about 8 miles from Richmond, I think near Short Pump. 
Here I joined him about 3.30 p.m. He now sent off the ambulances, 
prisoners, led horses, &c., under guard and in charge of the signal 
officer. That is the last Isaw of them. At this place we captured 
3 militiamen, splendidly mounted, belonging to Custis Lee’s City 
Battalion, who had been sent out to stand picket against -us, as they 
had just heard of our approach. 

The colonel having seized three wagon loads of corn, ordered the 
horses fed and coffee made forthe men. We halted for an hour and 


a half, then hearing General Kilpatrick’s guns, we advanced inside 


the fortifications, crossing the railroad down the plank road toward 
Richmond. About 5 miles from the city we were met by a volley 
from the woods, the Fifth Michigan in the advance. It was now 
growing dark, but we pushed on. At first there was some wavering, 
Every now and then a volley was poured into the ranks. It grew 
rapidly darker and darker ; soon you could see nothing but the flash 
of the enemy’s muskets. They were dismounted, and the only way 
we had of advancing was to charge over their line of skirmishers. 
This was done time and again, taking over 200 prisoners, but also 


losing heavily in killed and wounded. Finally, from the increased | 
fire it appeared that the enemy had receiyed re-enforcements, and 
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the colonel gave the order to retire after we had driven the enemy 
24 miles. He called for the Second New York and ordered me to take 


command of the rear guard and keep well closed up with the main 
column. He proceeded to the point where we first struck the plank — 


-road; here the column halted. After some time, becoming anxlous 


as to the reason, I sent forward Lieutenant Mattison, acting adjutant 
Second New York Cavalry, whoreported that the column had become 
separated ; that Colonel Dahlgren and Major Cooke with about 100 
men had gone on, and the rest of the column had lost sight of them 


- 


in the darkness. I sent out scouts in all directions, but could hear \ 


nothing of them, and being the senior officer left assumed command. 
In obedience to orders mentioned above, I tried to go to Hungary 
Station. After reaching the Brook pike and getting within 14 miles 
of Hungary Station, the advance guard was halted by a picket, who, 
on finding out whom we were, immediately fell back. We could see 


camp-fires ahead of us, and could also hear cannonading and ‘the — 


rattle of small-arms. The officers of the command all thought that 
we had better make a dash through their line, if possible. This we 
attempted, and were met by a galling fire from a log-house and 
bushes along the road. Here the scout Kearney and some others 


were severely wounded. We were forced to desist, and counter- — 


marched toward Short Pump. Captain Hastings, Fifth Michigan — 


Cavalry, found from some citizens that there was a by-road by means — 


. of which we could get to Hungary Station, and wemarched to within 


14 miles of that place. Previous to this, finding it impossible to keep 
the prisoners up with the column, and being surrounded on all sides, 
I released those whom we had captured early in the evening, some- 


what to their disappointment. Acting on Lieutenant Cunningham’s, — 


advice, I moved the command into the pine woods about one-quarter 
of a mile from the road. This was about 2 a. m., March 2. We 


could hear the rebel cavalry moving on the road, and finally they ° 


encamped about one-half a mile away from us. 
ee dawn we marched out toward Hungary, found that General 

i 
to fu Louisa Court-House and Richmond turnpike. Crossing this 
we attempted to go to the plank road leading to Hanover Court- 
House, but were stopped by a strong line of infantry skirmishers. 
We then learned that there was a heavy force awaiting us at Ground 
Squirrel Bridge over the South Anna, so we turned to the right, 
crossed the Chickahominy at Riles’ Mills, and founda Union citizen, 
who put us on.the road to Atlee’s Station. On reaching this place 
we drove in a picket of 35 men, and our column, more especially the 
rear guard of the First Vermont Cavalry, was fired on by a number 
of mounted rebels. 

We pushed on toward New Castle, making our way to the White 
House, having learned that General Kilpatrick had gone that way 
with the main force. Every few minutes the advance guard would 


atrick was not there, and then took a mountain road, which led ~ 


have a skirmish with some of the enemy, till finally, about 8 miles ~ 


from Tunstall’s Station, the enemy seemed to have collected their 
forces, about 200 in number, and opposed our farther passage by well 
directed volleys from the pine woods in front. We determined to 
charge through them, Lieutenant Andrew, of the First Maine, and 
Lieutenant Cunningham, of the Second New York, leading the charge 
and driving the enemy before them. In. this charge we lost about 20 
men; Captain Hastings, of the Fifth Michigan Cavalry, having his 


horse shot under him, About an hour and a half after this I joined — 
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General Kilpatrick’s main column near Tunstall’s Station, about 4 
miles from the White House. We reached him about 5.30 p. m. 
with about 260 men. 

To Captain Hastings, Fifth Michigan Cavalry, Lieutenant An- 
drew, First Maine, and Lieutenants Mattison and Cunningham, 
Second New York Cavalry, I am indebted for valuable aid and coun- 


sel. The prompt obedience and ready co-operation of the officers 


and men of all detachments in the expedition deserve my greatest 


thanks. The movements of Colonel Dahlgren and Major Cooke, 
_ after our separation, are better known to you than to myself. 


With regard to the address and memoranda of plans alleged by 


rebel papers to have been found on Colonel Dahlgren’s person, I 


would state that no address of any kind was ever published to either 
officers or men ; that none of Colonel Dahlgren’s plans, save what 
I have mentioned in the first part of my report, were ever made 
known to either officers or men in the expedition, and that I know it 


_ was not Colonel Dahlgren’s intention to kill Jeff. Davis, in case he 


could be captured. 

The following is a list of killed, wounded, and missing as accu- 
rately as I can get it: One officer killed, 4 officers missing, 194 enlisted , 
men killed, wounded, and missing. Of this number about 60 are 
believed to be either killed or wounded. 


Respectfully submitted. 
JNO. F. B. MITCHELL, 
Captain Second New York Volunteer Cavalry. 
Capt. L. G. EsTss, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 6; 4 ' 


_ Reports of Maj. Gen. Berjamin F. Butler, U. S. Army, commund- 


ang Department of Virginia and North Carolina. 


Fort Monrog, VA., March 3, 1864—8 p. m. 
(Received 8.40 a. m., 4th.) 
The following dispatch received from my aide at Fort Magruder, 
who went out with my forces to New Kent Court-House : 


Arrived all safe. General Kilpatrick is here, having lost less than 150 men, among 
whom were Colonels Dahlgren, [Major] Cooke, and Litchfield. Colonels Dahlgren 
and [Major] Cooke are supposed to be prisoners ; Litchfield either wounded or killed. 
Went within outer line of fortifications; was engaged until dark with the enemy. 

:Colonel Spear will be in to-morrow. 
B. F. BUTLER, 


Major-General. 
- Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, 
La Secretary of War. 


Fort Monroe, Va., March '4, 1864. 
(Received 2.30 a. m., 5th.) 
I forward the annexed account from General Kilpatrick : 
YorkKTOWN, March 4, 1864. 


GENERAL ; Colonel Dahigten was directed to make a diversion with 500 men on 
the James River. He attacked at 4 p.m. Tuesday evening ; drove the enemy In-on 
Richmond. The main attack having failed, Colonel Dahlgren attempted to rejoin 
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me near the Meadow Bridge. He and Colonel [Major] Cooke were with the advance 
guard, some 50 men ; became separated from his main force, since which nothing 
has been heard from him. His main force reached me with slight loss. I have 


hopes that he may yet come in. | 3. KILPATRICK, | 
) Brigadier-General, Commanding Expedition. 
In addition, a rebel deserter informed one of my aides that a one- 
legged colonel and about 100 men were taken prisoners. _ IT shall 
hear by flag of truce on Sunday night. Will telegraph again. | 
BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


The PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 


HEADQUARTERS, March 4, 1864. 
i (Received 2.15 a. m., 5th.) ’ 
Upon being notified of the intended movement of General Kil- 
patrick, I ordered Colonel West to take 2,000 infantry, 1,000 cavalry, 
and a battery of artillery, and to march to New Kent Court-House, 
and remain there to render such aid as might be necessary to General 
Kilpatrick. Colonel West reports to me his return, as follows: 


We captured going and coming a few guerrillas. Colonel Spear met General 


Davies at Tunstall’s Station, and I met General Kilpatrick about 4 miles beyond 


New Kent Court-House. My outpost reported heavy musketry firing in the direc- 
tion of the York River Railroad, and I was on my way out with cavalry, infantry, 
and artillery to render such assistance as I could when we met the two columns 
coming in. My instructions did not authorize me to go beyond New Kent Court- 
House, but as they were not very definite I thought the circumstances justified me 
in exceeding them to the extent I did. Duncan’s colored brigade performed a 


‘march of 42 miles in twenty-two hours, the first part of which was made during a 


heavy rain-storm. The roads were thus rendered very bad for foot-men. No loss 
is reported save the slight wounding of 1 colored soldier by a bushwhacker. The 
cavalry did well. Colonel Spear reports the destruction by him of a large saw-mill, 
containing new engine and about 20,000 feet of lumber ; also a large baggage-car, 


some trestle-work, and a portion of the railroad track. This at Tunstall’s Station, 
on the York River Railroad, on the 2d instant. , 


ROBT. M. WEST, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
By FA BUTE, 


Wy . 
44 Hon. i. M. STANTON, 


Secretary of War. 


i 


No. %. 


Report of Col. Samuel P. Spear, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, 
; commanding Cavalry Brigade. . 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Near Williamsburg, Va., March 4, 1864. 
Siz: In accordance to instructions received from the colonel com- 
manding, I formed my brigade, leaving one squadron at Gloucester 
Point and one squadron at Lebanon Church gaind vicinity, also the 
pickets and a relief, in all about 800 effective men, in front of Fort 
Magruder, at 11 o’clock p. m. on the 1st instant, ‘and proceeded in 
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the place in column assigned me to New Kent Court-House, at which 
point I arrived at 7.30a. m.on the morning of the 2dinstant.  Rest- 
ing till 11 o’clock a, m., I proceeded with 300 men to Tunstall’s Sta- 
tion, on the Richmond and West Point Railroad. Here I found the 
enemy’s pickets had been drawn in the previous night. I destroyed 
the railroad track, some cars, the switches, culverts, depot store- 
houses, a large and valuable saw-mill, &c., all of which were of 


‘great value and use to the enemy. 


Small detachments were also sent out in different directions and 
continued until the advance of General Kilpatrick’s command was 
found, when all returned to New Kent, covering his rear, when found, 
which was at a point near the White House, on the morning of the 
3d instant. My command encamped at New Kent on the nights of 
the 2d and 3d, and took up the march for Williamsburg on the 
morning of the 4th, arriving at Fort Magruder and reporting to 
the commanding officer at 4 p. m. \ 

At White House and vicinity 12 prisoners were captured and 
brought in, and on my return the notorious Robert Corton, a well- 


_ known guerrilla, was pursued near Six-Mile Ordinary, and killed in 


My peoepune to make his escape. Inclosed I forward papers* found 


upon his person, which are of the most treasonable character. 
My command will be ready in a day or two for any duty or 
emergency. 
iam, sir, with high respect, your obedient servant, 
SAM. P. SPEAR, 
Col. Eleventh Pennsylvania Vol. Cavalry, Comdg. Brigade 
Col. Roperr M. West, ; 
Commanding Fort Magruder. 


{Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS U. S. Forcks, 
Yorktown, Va., March 5, 1864. 

Most respectfully forwarded. 

I Peale pear epeuindny to Colonel Spear’s cheerful and hearty co- 
operation throughout the recent expedition. He omits the mention 
in his report of the destruction of a new steam engine in the saw- 
mill which he destroyed. This alone was a loss to the enemy which 


ily replace. 
he cannot easily replace ROBT. M. WEST. 
Colonel, Commanding. 


No. 8. 


Reports of Maj. Gen. Wade Hampton, OC. S. Army, commanding 
Cavalry Division. 


HEADQUARTERS, March 6, 1864. 
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the fact that Colonel Johnson intercepted a dispatch from Dahlgren 
to Kilpatrick, asking what hour the latter had fixed for an attack on 
the city, so that both attacks might be simultaneous. Kilpatrick 
had said on his retreat that with Butler’s force he could and would 
take the city. I regard the force to defend Richmond inadequate as 
at present located, and if a determined and concentrated attack is 
made, grave apprehensions of the result are to be entertained. But 


if Kilpatrick will not risk another attack there are but two modes of 


egress from his present position, not, of course, including that by 
water. He may under cover of a feint from the peninsula endeavor 
to pass by Hanover Court-House across Littlepage’s Ferry, and thence 
to the Rappahannock, or he may cross into Gloucester, go to Urbanna, 
cross the river there, and escape by the Northern Neck. A judi- 
cious disposition of a proper force of infantry can defeat either attempt 
to escape. The Matadequin and the Totopotomoy Creeks with very 
little work would make most excellent defensive lines, where an 
enemy can be checked by a small force, and both of these creéks 
head near the railroad. A force distributed along the line of road 
.from Richmond to Fredericksburg would not only be in position to 
cut off any advance from the Peninsula, but also to defend the city 


itself. If a force of infantry was posted at Fredericksburg it could | 


put such works across the Northern Neck that Kilpatrick could not 
get by without very great assistance from Meade. Perhaps, too, a 
battery on the Lower Rappahannock might be of great service in 
preventing transports from approaching Urbanna. I advise that 
scouts should be sent from my command to obtain reliable informa- 
tion of the movement of the enemy at Gloucester and Yorktown. 

The boats on the Pamunkey and the Mattapony should be removed. 
While at Tunstall’s Station | made a reconnaissance of the positions 
there and up to Hanover Court-House. The Matadequim Creek can 
be forded only at two places with artillery—one the lower ford, near 
Hampstead, Mrs. Webb’s place, where the ground is very defensible, 
and the other at Rowland’s Mill, the dam of which is now broken. 

‘If this dam is repaired a large inundation would be formed, pre- 
venting any crossing for some distance up. There is an intermediate 
ford which can be used only by horsemen, and which I am told can 
be easily blockaded. 

I have not availed myself of my leave of absence, as the weather 
has been so favorable for the movement of troops, and if my pres- 
ence here is longer necessary I will cheerfully forego my visit home. 

I beg you will let me know what disposition, if amy, you have made 
for the proposed relief of Butler’s brigade, and what orders have 
been given to General Rosser. 

I forward General Young’s report as to the recent crossing of the 
enemy at Ely’s Ford. |From this it. appears that no blame can 
be attached to the officer commanding the pickets, but the line of 
pickets and couriers seems to have been defective. I shall give such 
instructions as will guard against the recurrence of a similar unfor- 
tunate affair. 

I make the suggestions contained in this letter merely to bring 
them to your attention, and if you think them of any value you can 
communicate them to the general commanding, or can make what- 
ever use of them you think best. it 

I am, very respectfully, yours, 
WADE HAMPTON, 


. Major-G ; 
Major-General Stuart, Commanding Cavalry. on fener 
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HEADQUARTERS, Milford, March 8, 1864. 
MaJor : At 11 a, m. on the 29th ultimo I received a dispatch from 
one of my scouts conveying information which I embodied in the 
following dispatch to Major-General Stuart, dated Milford, 11.30 
a M. ; 

Sergeant Shadbourne reports enemy moving. Gregg moved to front Thursday. 
Tuesday whole army paid off anc prepared-to move. Last night Kilpatrick received 
marching orders; three days’ rations. Passed Sheppard’s, near Madden’s. Sup- 
posed to be coming to Ely’s Ford, Part of Second Corps on same road. Whole 


army seems in motion. Sutlers and women ordered to rear. Acknowledge receipt 
of this. 


At 12.30 I sent the following message to General Stuart : 


Citizens report to General Young a Yankee cavalry brigade at Mount Pleasant, 
moving toward Central road. No report from pickets. 

Not hearing from General Stuart, at 10.30 p. m. I sent this message 
to him: 

Enemy were at Beaver Dam at 7 o’clock. North Carolina brigade has moved 


down with artillery. Have ordered Maryland cavalry to join me. Young at Spot- 
sylvania Court-House. Have received nothing from you. 


These dispatches gave all the information I had received of the 


~ movements of the enemy. As soon as I could learn what direction 


the enemy had taken I sent all the mounted men from the North 
Carolina brigade who were present—253 from the First North Caro- 
lina and 53 from the Second—-with Hart’s battery, to Mount Carmel 
Church. : 

, On the morning of the Ist I joined the command and took it to 
Hanover Court-House. Not hearing of the enemy here, I moved to 
Hughes’ Cross-Roads, deeming that an important point, and one at 
which he would be likely to cross. When the column arrived here 
the camp-fires of the enemy could be seen in the direction of Atlee’s 
Station, as well as to my right, on the telegraph or the Brook road. 
I determined to strike at the party near Atlee’s, and with that view 
moved down to the station, where we met the pickets of the enemy. 
I would not allow their fire to be returned, but quietly dismounted 
100 men, and supporting them with the cavalry, ordered Colonel 
Cheek to move steadily on the camp of the enemy, while two guns 
were opened on them at very short range. The attack was made 
with great gallantry, the men proving by their conduct that they 
were fully equal to the most difficult duty of soldiers—a night 
attack—while officers and men behaved in a manner that not only 
met but surpassed my highest expectations. . : 

The enemy, a brigade strong here, with two other brigades imme- 
diately in their rear, made a stout resistance for a short time, but the 
advance of my men was never checked and they were soon in posses- 
‘sion of the entire camp, in which horses, arms, rations, and_cloth- 
ing were scattered about in confusion. Kilpatrick immediately 
moved his division off at a gallop, leaving one wagon with horses 
hitched to it and one caisson full of ammunition. These were taken 
‘possession of by Col. Bradley Johnson, who came up to that point 
in the morning from Meadow Bridge and found them abandoned. 
He also picked up a good many prisoners whose horses had been 
captured in the night attack and who were cut off from their com- 
mand. Owing to the extreme darkness of the night (for the attack 
was made in a snow-storm) I could not push on till daylight, when I 
found the enemy had rapidly retreated down the Peninsula. We 
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followed to the vicinity of Old Church, when I was forced to discon- 
tinue the pursuit on account of the condition of my horses. Under 
orders from the Secretary of War I took my cavalry, together with 


some other commands around Richmond, and subsequently moved 


to Tunstall’s Station, in the hope of being able to strike a blow 
at the enemy, but he retreated to Williamsburg under coyer of 
strong re-enforcements which had been sent to him. My command 
was then brought back to its old-camp, having been in the saddle 
from Monday night to Sunday evening. ; 

As the prisoners captured were sent off in different detachments I 


cannot give their exact number, though I think it was about 100. — 


Colonel Cheek reports 133 horses and 55 guns, besides side-arms, 


. taken. When it is taken into consideration that the cavalry with 
- which I left camp only numbered 306 men, and that this number 


was reduced by pickets,, scouts, and broken-down horses considera- 
bly, I hope the commanding general will not regard the services 
performed by them as inadequate. They drove a picked division of 
the enemy from his camp, which they occupied from 1 o’clock at 
night till daylight. They forced this part of the enemy to take a 
road which he did not intend to follow, while the other force under 
Dahlgren was prevented from forming a junction with Kilpatrick 
by my troops getting between them, which brought about the pre- 
cipitate retreat of Dahlgren, resulting in his death and the destruc- 
tion of his command, and they bore all the, hardships of a week’s 
march with perfect cheerfulness. 
I beg to express my entire satisfaction at the conduct of both 
officers and men. Colonel Cheek, who was in command of the 
. detachment, displayed ability, gallantry, and zeal. Major Andrews, 
of the Second North Carolina, also bore himself well and gave assist- 
ance. 
I cannot close my report without expressing my appreciation of 
the conduct of Col. Bradley T. Johnson and his gallant command. 
With a mere handful of men he met the enemy at Beaver Dam, and 
he never lost sight of them until they had passed Tunstall’s Station, 
hanging on their rear, striking them constantly, and displaying 
throughout the very highest qualities of a soldier. He is eminently 
fitted for the cavalry service, and I trust it will not be deemed an 
interference on my part to urge as emphatically as I can his pro- 
motion, 
My loss was 3 wounded and 2 missing. 
Captain Lowndes, Lieutenant Hampton, and Dr. Taylor, of my 
staff, accompanied me and rendered me great assistance. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
WADE HAMPTON, 


Major-Ger 
Major McCLELLan, ajor- General. 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 9. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Pierce M. B. Young, C. 8. Army, command- 
ang brigade. 
Hpa@rs. BuTLER’s BRIGADE, March 2, 1864. 


Magsor: The enemy’s cavalry crossed the river at Ely’s Ford ab 
11.30 o’clock at night of the 29th [ultimo]. As well et eats peat 
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tained a small body was piloted over the river by a citizen at some 
pomt where there was no ford. The river is fordable at any point: 
at this time above United States Ford, where one can get up and 
down the banks. This body came in the rear of the reserve part of 
that portion of the line, killing and capturing every officer and man 
at the post. Ely’s Ford was the headquarters of the whole line 
from United States Ford up to Germanna. Captain Young, Cobb’s 
Legion Cavalry, wasin command. He had 1 officer and about 10 | 
men with him, The front and rear of this post was attacked about | 
the same time. Not one escaped to report the facts. The enemy 
_ erossed his whole column at this ford, not disturbing another picket 
-on the whole line. The enemy pushed his advanced column, which 
consisted of about 600 or 800 men, on through Spotsylvania Court- 
House at a trot, not pausing at this place, but.pushing rapidly on to | 
Mount Pleasant, which they reached about,daybreak. They passed ° 
Spotsylvania Court-House about 3 a. m. Srhey advanced without .. 
stopping toward Frederick’s Hall. The main column, consisting of 
Kilpatrick’s division, commanded by him in person, passed Spot- 
sylvania Court-House about daylight. The lowest estimate that can 
‘be put upon his numbers is about 2,500 cavalry and six pieces of 
artillery. This column went.directly to Beaver Dam. i 
The first intimation that I had of the move was about 11 a. m. on — 
the 1st by a citizen who had been run from his home by the second 
column, the first column having passed in the night without waking 
any one. Hewould not be positive that they were Yankees,:and not. 


hearing a word from my picket-lines, I thought it must bea false 


alarm. About the same time I received a note from a scout saying 
that the enemy had cooked rations and were about to move. I did 
not and could not believe the citizen’s report, but nevertheless, to be 
safe, I telegraphed at once to Generals Stuart and Hampton and 
the provost-marshal at Hanover Junction the information I had 
received and how I came by it. I at once ordered my brigade under ~ 
arms and cooked rations for a march. About 12 m. another citizen 
confirmed the report, saying that he had seen them, and was assured 
that their intention was to get in my rear and attack me. I imme- 
diately telegraphed to General Hampton and confirmed the report 
and asked for orders. He ordered me to be ready 40 march on short 
notice. This was about 1 p.m. I had still heard nothing from my 
pickets. I was in bad plight to move. My effective mounted force 
was 320, and more than half of this number had already been sent 
off on scouts in different directions. Having no intimations as yet 
of the enemy’s intentions, I prepared to defend my camp. About 
2p. m. a scout reported thatethe enemy had gone rapidly toward 
Central Railroad, which ho must have reached before that_ time, 
. At this time I learned that the telegraph was cut between Beaver 
Dam and Louisa Court-House. At 11a. m. I reported to General 
Hampton and again asked for orders. He told me if I did not fear 
an attack on my camp that I could pursue the enemy, covering Mil- 
ford and Hanover Junction. This was.at4 p.m. I reported back 
that I would march at 5.30 p. m., but that I could not reach the 
enemy unless he attempted to return, as he was already 40 miles 
ahead of me. He then ordered me to remain in camp and await. 
orders. " 
Before daylight next morning he ordered me to leave dismounted 
men in camp and take the rest to Spotsylvania Court-House to cover 
mycamp. I marched at daylight, leaving Colonel Twiggs 1 com- 
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mand of camp. Reached the Court-House at 9.30 a.m. Soon after 
T received orders from General Hampton saying he would go to Junc- 


tion, and I should return to camp if the enemy did not appear by | 


noon. I moved several miles down the road on which the enemy 
was expected to return, and at 4 p. m. took up the line of march for 
camp. 

~ Tn conclusion, I can only say that I cannot attach blame to my 


picket officer, who is now dead or in the hands of the enemy. He » 


was without a doubt, in my opinion, the best picket officer in my bri- 
gade, and if I had been called upon for the most reliable officer in my 
command for any duty I should have selected this captain. To the 


treachery of some citizen, whose name I cannot learn, we are in-— 


debted for this move. 
_ I have been thus prompt in forwarding this report, fearing blame 
‘might be attached to mygelf or my command. 
Tam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
PYM. BB. YOUNG; 
Brigadier-General. 
Maj. H. B. McCLELuan. 


{Indorsement. }- 


MARCH 3, 1864. 


Captain Cooke will show this to the commanding general in order 
that he.may know what has transpired on General Young’s line. 
_ General Stuart has not had opportunity to make his remarks on it. 


By order: 
H. B. McCLELLAN, 
| Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 10. 


Report of Col. William H. Cheek, First North Carolina Cavalry, . 
commanding brigade. 


\ Report of prisoners and property captured by North Carolina Cavalry Brigade 
(Hart’s Battery included) on the recent scout near Richmond, March 1, 1864. 
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W. H. CHEEK, 
: Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


MaJsor: The above statement contains the list of captured prop- 
erty as appeared by an inventory taken several days after the 
engagement. I would call your attention to the fact of the number 
of saddles, bridles, and halters being much less than the number of 
horses. When we know that the horses when captured were tied 
up and unsaddled, I can account for the difference only by the sys- 
tem of exchanges that we know is always practiced on such occa- 
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sions. Ifthe number of saddles, bridles, and halters should be made 
to correspond with the number of horses, I have no doubt the report 


- would much nearer approximate the truth. 


Very respectfully, 
\ W. H. CHEEK, 
4 Colonel, Commanding Brigade. - 
Maj. THEODORE G. BARKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 11. 


_ Reports of Capt. Edward O. Fox, Fifth Virginia Cavalry, Lomas’s 


brigade, Fitzhugh Lee’s division. 
RICHMOND, March 9, 1864. 


GENERAL: According to instructions I have the honor to report 
the facts concerning the little fight we had with the raiding party of 
the enemy around Richmond on the 5th day of March. : 

I was informed by Lieutenant Pollard, of the Ninth Virginia Cay- 
alry, that the enemy were advancing through King William County. 
I immediately ordered my men to report for duty, and succeeded in. 
assembling 28 at King and Queen Court-House. Lieutenant Pol-. 
lard came up in their_rear, and engaged their rear guard near Bru- 
ington Church, skirmishing for several: miles. They halted and 
fed near Mantapike. The portions of the different commands were 
then collected together and put in ambush to await the advance of 
the enemy. After an hour or two’s rest they moved on slowly. - 
Our fire was reserved until the head of their column rested within a 
few yards, when they opened fire, which was instantly returned, 
Colonel Dahlgren fell dead, pierced with five balls. 

Wecaptured 92 prisoners, 38 negroes, a number of horses, arms, &c. 

Our force numbered about 150 men—Lieutenant Pollard, 20 men; 
Captain McGruder, of the Forty-second Virginia Battalion, 70; Cap- 
tain Bagby, home guards, 25; Captain Todd, home guards, 9; King 
and Queen Oavalry, 28. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
He Oh O Xe 
Captain Company E, Fifth Virginia Cavalry. 
Maj. Gen. FitzHuGH LEE. ~ 


[First indorsement.*] “! 


General STUART: 

Pollard has not yet answered your inquiry as to the exact time 
when Captain Fox arrived and assumed command. You have for- 
warded Fox’s letter in answer to the same question. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS LEE’S CAVALRY DIVISION, 
March 10, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

Lieutenant Pollard’s report of this matter has already been sent 
on, but as it appears that Captain Fox was in command of various 
detachments of our forces [szc] resulting in the death of Dahlgren 
and capture of his troops, I forward this report also. 

FITZ. LEE. 
Major-General, Commanding. 


pa 


* In pencil and without signature, 


Respectfully forwarded. 
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(Third indorsement, ] 


Hpars. Cav. Corps, ARMy OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 18, 1864. 


From Lieutenant Pollard’s report it is apparent that the place of 
ambush and the dispositions which resulted so successfully in the 
capture of Dahlgren’s party were made by him prior to Captain 


Fox’s arrival. 
J. E. B. STUART, 
Major-General. 


ASHLAND, April 1, 1864. 


Masor: I have the honor to acknowledge the reception of your 
communication on yesterday, dated March 19. 

I received notice through one of the home guard, who had been 
notified by one of Lieutenant Pollard’s company, of the advance of 
the enemy. Immediately sent orders to my lieutenants to assemble 
my company at King and Queen Court-House, with orders to come 


up to Dunkirk. I started for Dunkirk immediately. When within | 


one-half mile of the place learned that the Yankees had. swam the 
river at Aylett’s, 4 miles below, when I returned and went to the 
Court-House, having sent a dispatch to Captain Bagby, of the home 
guards, to keep me advised of the movements of theenemy. On my 
arrival at the Court-House found about 70 men present from differ- 
ent commands. I went into ambush. just below the Court-House, 


- having received information of the advance. Received information 


through two members of my company that the enemy had gone into 
camp, when I moved up the road. On my arrival at Mantapike 
hill found some 60 or 70 men in ambush. It was about 9 o’clock at 
night. Captain McGruder, of the Forty-second Virginia Battalion, 
was present, and Captain Bagby, home guard. I immediately took 
command of the entire force. JI determined, after finding out my 
strength, to charge the camp. Sent up to Stevensville after Lieuten- 
ant Pollard (some 2 or 3 miles above), but before his arrival received 
information that the Yankees were again advancing. The whole 
force was put in Ambush. It was about 12 0’clock when the action 
took place. The enemy then went into Mantapike field, which has 
a canal running through it that cannot be crossed except at one place, 
and the river on one side. Knowing that it was impossible for them 


_ to make their escape, except by place spoken of in canal above, I took 


the command below it, barricaded the road, and waited until day, 
when I sent in a flag of truce by Lieutenant Nunn, demanding an 


, unconditional surrender. Before his return I saw from the confused 
_ condition they were in that they had determined not to fight. When 


I moved in found no commissioned officer present. They were after- 


ward captured by Captain Bagby. I cannot say by whom the place 
of ambush was chosen. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWD. C. FOX, 
Captain Company E, Fifth Virginia Cavalry. . 


Maj. H. B, MCCLELLAN, 
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[Indorsement.] 


Hpgrs. Cav. Corps, ARMY oF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 4, 1864. 
‘Respectfully forwarded. 

This additional report was called for by me because Captain Fox’s 
former report seemed to throw some doubt as to whom the credit of 
the ambuscade was due. His concluding remarks, however, I think, 
show that this credit was due, as at first supposed, to Lieutenant 
Pollard, who, according to his report, chose the ground, stationed 
the men, and then sent to King and Queen Court-House for Captain 


Fox. 
Jd7 Bu STUARTS, 
Major-General. © 


No. 12. 


Reports of Col. Richard L. T. Beale, Ninth Virginia Cavalry, 


Chambliss’ brigade, including operations January 21 to March 6. 


MARCH 9, 1864. 

GENERAL: In obedience to your order of the 7th instant I have 

the honor to submit the following report of the disposition and 
movements of my command since January 21 : 

We marched from Albemarle to this point, near Centre Cross, in 


four days. Under instructions to render Majors Dade and Waite all. 
. the necessary assistance in collecting bacon in the Northern Neck, 
Companies C, D, K, and I were placed subject to their orders. These 


companies were recalled before completing collections in Lancaster 
and Northumberland Counties, upon receipt of an order from Major- 
General Stuart to relieve General Young, at Hamilton’s Crossing. 
That order received on 6th day of March. 
Company H and a detachment of 32 men, under Lieutenant Ewell, 
picketed from West Point to Urbanna, in Middlesex, Lieutenant . 
Ewell being relieved by Lieutenant Neblett so soon as Captain Boll- 
ing joined me and sent to Lancaster County. One-half of Company 
A was charged with picketing on Potomac and across to Fredericks- 
burg. -Companies B, E, F, half of A, and G were held in camp 
and picketed the Rappahannock from Tappahannock down, under 
orders from General Hampton. With 130 men, under a pressing 
order from Brigadier-General Young, we made in January a forced, 
march (60 miles in twenty-six hours) to Hamilton’s Crossing. 
In February we made a similar march to Hanover Court-House, 


- under orders from Major-General Hampton. 


In Mafch we were ordered to Hanover Junction to find orders. 
This was accomplished with 175 men between 10 o’clock on Tuesday 
and 12 o’clock on Wednesday. No orders were left for me. I sought 
the enemy on the Ash Cake road as far as Hanover Court-House and 
Old Church, marching day and night, and reaching Old Church at 
daybreak on Thursday morning. Here I was halted and a plan of 
attack arranged by Colonel Johnson at Tunstall’s Station. The 
enemy had marched an hour before we reached that point. Being 
informed General Hampton had_ been recalled to Richmond, I 
returned to Old Church and wrote him that unless otherwise ordered 
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T should return to camp on Friday. I came slowly back, reaching 
camp Saturday night. ; rs 
T received at Old Church a dispatch from Lieutenant Pollard, with 
- a note-book and sundry papers taken from the body of Colonel 
Dahlgren. I forwarded the papers and reported the captures to you 
at Richmond. The note-book I still have. 
On the evening of the 6th, Lieutenant Neblett brought in 19 prison- 
ers (15 white, 4 colored) taken on the tug-boat Titan, in the employ 
of the United States Government. One was shot in attempting to 
seize the arms of the guard before reaching camp. He reported the 
capture as made by a volunteer party of disbanded cavalry in the 
waters of Accomac County. The tug was brought to Piankatank 


River, and Lieutenant Rowleth, fearing a rescue from Gloucester _ 


Point, sent to Neblett for help. He watched the enemy retreating 
before him, and after removing a large lot of sugar, coffee, whisky, 
&c., the tug was burned.* My last order was to relieve General 
Young. <A dispatch from General Stuart, received upon the eve of 
marching, implicitly revoked that. I replied that I should wait for 
‘orders, and sent Captain Bolling’s company to co-operate with Lieu- 
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tenant Pollard in watching for Kilpatrick, holding the rest of my ~ 


command in readiness to fight him, should he come. 
Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. L. T. BEALE, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. FirzHuGcH LEE. 


No. 13. 
Reports of Lieut. James Pollard, Ninth Virginia Cavalry. 


MaRcH 7”, 1864, 
GENERAL: Early onthe morning of the 2d I ‘received information 
from my scouts that the portion of the column which attacked Rich- 


mond on Ist March were attempting to escape through King William | 


and King and Queen Counties to Gloucester Point. I immediately 
sent a dispatch to Captain McGruder, Forty-second Battalion, to 
join me, and started in pursuit with the remainder of my company, 
about 25 men, having sent the rest to scout [and] picket the numer- 
ous roads and ferries. I overtook the enemy about 4 p. m. and 
attacked his rear, skirmishing with him for several miles. I then 
turned off on a by-road to head him, sending a few men to harass 
his rear. Was re-enforced by Captain McGruder with about 30 men 
and a number of the home guard, and placed them in line of battle 
at.a point that the enemy was obliged to pass. I then sent for Cap- 
tain Fox, Fifth Virginia Cavalry, and he joined me with as many 
of his company as he had been able to collect (about 15 men) just in 
time to meet the enemy, who advanced upon our position about 11.30 
p.m. The colonel commanding (Dahlgren) was killed at the first 
fire and several wounded. They then retreated in confusion, leaving 
the roads and taking to the fields. As soon as it was light we dis- 
covered them scattered about in a field dismounted, when we advanced 
and found that the whole force had surrendered to a Confederate 
officer who was a prisoner with them, except the commissioned offi- 
cers and a fewmen who had dismounted and fled to the woods. The 


* See also reports of Duvall and Fitzhugh, pp. 231 and 232, 
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officers and most of the men have since been captured. The whole 
_yeselians captured will amount to about 175—40 negroes and 135 sol- 
diers, / 

I am indebted to Captains McGruder and Fox and the home guard 
for their cordial co-operation, as well as the coolness and bravery of 
their men in meeting the enemy, 

I have the honor to be, general, your most obedient servant, 
gt Saph ee JAMES POLLARD, 
First Lieut,, Comdg. Co. H, 9th Va. Cav. (on detached service). 
Maj. Gen. FirzHucu Les. 


{First indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
March 9, 1864, 

Respectfully forwarded for the information of the commanding 
general, 

Lieutenant Pollard deserves great credit for his gallantry, and his 
men and officers who so zealously co-operated with him should share 
the praise due them. Lieutenant Pollard is first lieutenant of Com- 

pany H, Ninth Virginia Cavalry, Chambliss’ brigade, Lee’s division, 


Cavalry Corps. 
J. KE. B. STUART, 
Major-General, 


[Second indorsement. ] 


' HEADQUARTERS, March 11, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded for information of the Department, heartily 


concurring in the commendation of General Stuart. 
R. E. LEH, 
General. 


(Third indorsement. ] 


MARCH 21, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL : . 
A gallant exploit, and one which exhibits what a few resolute men 
may do to punish the enemy on their marauding ree ove 
| Secretary. 


\ 


APRIL 9, 1864. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report, in reply to your order of 
March 19, received to-day, that early on the morning of — I got 
information from my scouts that the enemy were crossing into King 
William, moving toward King and Queen. I immediately started 
with my company to meet him at Dunkirk, the only ferry at which 
a boat had been left on the river; but he secured a wood-boat at 
Aylett’s, several miles lower cown the river, and crossed his men, 
swimming his horses. I pursued and attacked his rear, skirmishing 

with him for several miles, when I turned off to get ahead of him 
at a point which I knew he must pass. On my way to this place I 
met Captain McGruder, Forty-second Battalion Virginia Cavalry 
(to whom I had sent in the morning to join me), and some home 
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guards, who placed their men at my command! and I put them in 
the position which I had chosen about dark. Later in the evening” 
I heard that Captain Fox, Fifth Virginia Cavalry, with some of his_ 
‘men, was at King and Queen Court-House and sent for him to join | 
me, which he did, arriving on the ground about 10 or 11 o’clock, and | 
a few minutes before the enemy advanced and Colonel Dahlgren was 
killed. Captain Fox then took command and we remained in posi- 
- tion until daylight, when he ordered me to take my company and 
find-out the position of the enemy, and they surrendered without 
showing fight. 

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant, 
JAMES POLLARD, 
First Lieut., Comdg. Company H, Ninth Virginia Cavalry. 


[Indorsement.] 


Hpgrs. Cav. Corps, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 13, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

To Lieutenant Pollard’s skillful dispositions and to his activity it 
is mainly owing that Dahlgren was killed and his party captured. 
J. KB. STUARF, 

Major-General. 


i 


No. 14. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Armistead L, Long, C.S. Army, commanding 
artillery, Second Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS ARTILLERY, SECOND CoRPs, 
March 1, 1864. 

GENERAL: Yesterday about 12 m. the enemy were reported ad- 
vancing in considerable force upon my position, I immediately 
placed my artillery in position to resist cavalry. With the assist- 
ance of 120 sharpshooters I was in hopes of being able to repel any 
attack that might be made. The enemy, about 1,000 or 1,500 strong, 
_advanced to within half a mile of my advanced camp, but finding 
a force in front of them, changed their direction to the left, taking 
_ farm roads toward Bumpass Station. They struck the railroad 
about 3 miles below me, above Bumpass. ‘They hastily tore up a 
few rails and passed on in the direction of Cartersville. Their 
-. whole movement about me was masked by the thick timber by which 

we are surrounded, and although they were very close to me, I could 
not find an opportunity of doing them any damage. 

Later in the day I received reports that another and larger force 
was advancing (which I think, from the report of a prisoner taken 
by my scout, may have been Kilpatrick moving toward Hanover 
Junction), and as the first force was moving toward my rear, I was 
induced to ask for a re-enforcement of one or two regiments of in- 
fantry, which force reached me last night. I sent out parties to 
follow and watch the movements of the enemy. They were pursued 
as far as the Red House on the mountain road to Richmond. At 
dark they were moving rapidly in that direction. 

ti regret to inform you that all the members of the court-martial 
of this command, who were in session, were captured. A vacant 
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house some distance from camp had been selected for the meet- oer 
ing of the court, and the movement of the enemy was so sudden | 
| there was not time to notify the court of their approach. The fol- 

| lowing officers were captured : Lieutenant-Colonel Jones, Captains 
Page, Watson, and Dement, Lieutenants Blair and Deas ; probably 
} Lieutenants Lambie and Walthall. Several enlisted men were also 
captured, but were released after being carried some distance. 


~ 


I notified General Elzey and the commanding officer at Hanover rae 

| Junction yesterday of the enemy’s movements,and I hope theymay 
be able to intercept them. I greatly felt the want of a few hundred es 
infantry. With theseI am sure I could have inflicted a severechas- * 
tisement upon them. The nature of the country would have greatly tied 
assisted me. My sharpshooters were too few, and I had too much sie 
at stake to hazard any movement against them. oes 
Jam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, . aie 

Mp . A. L. LONG, eth 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. Kad 

General R. H. CuInron, h. ees 
Asst. Adjt. and Insp. Gen., Army of Northern Virginia. = | es 
{Indorsement, 1 i ve i se : 

HEADQUARTERS ARTILLERY CORPS, : fires 

March 4, 1864. ° = * 

Respectfully forwarded. . nee 
This report should have been addressed. it is considered, to the arty: 
general-in-chief of artillery, he being at hand and in general charge; "2 


but although there seems something of official disrespect in violat- | 
ing usage and regulations, as well as Orders, No. 69, from general © 
headquarters, of last series, as is done in this direct communication 
to general headquarters, it is deemed best for the service, as well as oy 
most suitable for myself, to forward it without delay, only directing sabe 
attention to the irregularity. yon 
| W. N. PENDLETON, sen 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery. ase 


— iy 


HEADQUARTERS ARTILLERY, SECOND CORPS, ne 
March 2, 1864. oe 


LIEUTENANT : I have the pleasure to announce the escape of Lieu- RUS 
jtenant-Colonel Jones and Captain Watson. They effected their = | 
escape night before last between the hours of 9 and 11 o’clock. The | 
enemy were then across South Anna River, having crossed at Tur- 
key Creek Ford. Colonel Jones estimated the column at 1,500. 
Colonel Dahlgren, commanding, stated he had 2,000. Besides this 
eolumn another one crossed the railroad at Beaver Dam (where 
everything was destroyed), numbering between 2,000 and 3,000 men, =» ~ 
and believed to be under Kilpatrick. It had four pieces of artillery. — i 
The column passing here had no artillery. Both columns said their eG 
destination was Richmond. Moye, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ‘ 
A. L. LONG, eae 


Brigadier-General, Commanding, ree 

_ Lieut. G. W. PETERKIN. ¢ ke 

ig’ Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Arty, Corps, Army of N. Va, ee, 
4 ae! 
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No. 15. 
Report of Col. Walter H. Stevens, CO. 8. Army, commanding Rich- 
mond Defenses. ° 


HEADQUARTERS RICHMOND DEFENSES, 
March 8, 1864. 


Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the opera- 
tions of this command during the recent raid of the enemy against 
this city : . 

On nota night, February 29, in obedience to instructions from 
your office, I ordered Lieut. Col. ©. E. Lightfoot, commanding the 
light artillery, to repair to Camp Lee by daylight with Captain 
Hankins’ and Captain Rives’ batteries, and to send one section of 
Thornton’s battery to the vicinity of the new bridge, on the Nine- 
Mile road, and at the same time ordered the forces of Lieut. Col. 
James Howard, commanding Second Division (inner line), and of 
Lieut. Col. J. W. Atkinson, commanding First Division (inner line), 
to be at the intersection of the Brook turnpike and intermediate line 
by daylight Tuesday morning, Lieutenant-Colonel Howard being 
ordered at the same time to double his guards posted at the intersec- 
tion of the Mechanicsville, the Meadow Bridge, the Brook, and Deep 
Run roads and the intermediate line. : 

On Tuesday morning I proceeded to the intersection of the Brook 
turnpike and intermediate line, and at 10.30 a. m. ordered Captain 
Rives to proceed to the same place, there being no light artillery 
at that point, and in obedience to verbal instructions from the major. 
general commanding returned to your headquarters. While there ] 
received a dispatch from Lieutenant-Colonel Howard, stating that 

‘the enemy had appeared in his front and driven in his pickets. I 
immediately returned to the intersection of the Brook turnpike and 
intermediate line, and upon my arrival there found out that upor 
the appearance of the enemy Lieut. Col. James Howard had orderec 
Captain Rives to push forward one section of his artillery and en. 
gage. This command Captain Rives executed, being supported by 
Company D, Tenth Virginia Battalion Heavy Artillery, commandec 
by Capt. C. 8. Harrison. After advancing some 200 yards the 
enemy’s skirmishers, closing upon him, fired so rapidly and accu 
rately that he was obliged to retire to the shelter of the fortifications 
with the loss of 2 men wounded and 8 horses wounded. Lieutenant. 
Colonel Lightfoot had also with commendable promptitude orderec 
Hankins’ battery to the intersection of the intermediate line and thx 
Mordecai’s Mill road, at the same time sending him an infantry sup 
port from Lieutenant-Colonel Howard’s command. 

Soon after my arrival the enemy opened upon my position a rapic 
and tolerably accurate fire from five pieces of artillery, and his skir 
mishers advanced under cover of ditches and the neighboring house 
to within 200 yards of our works and annoyed our artillerists s 
much that at the suggestion of Lieutenant-Colonel Howard I ordere¢ 
him and_Lieutenant-Colonel Atkinson to detach a portion of thei 
commands and drive them from their shelter. This was handsomel 
performed on the right by a volunteer force from Lieutenant-Col 
onel Howard’s command, under First Lieut. William M. Chaplain 
Company B, Twentieth Virginia Battalion Heavy Artillery, wh 
charged the enemy who were in the house of Mr. J, A. Parker, fron 
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which they were immediately driven, and on the left by Company D, 
Tenth Virginia Battalion Heavy Artillery, Capt. C. S. Harrison com- 
manding. Lieutenant Chaplain’s party lost 5 men in the charge, as 
‘per list* of casualties inclosed. 

_ A demonstration was made by the enemy against Captain Hankins’ 
‘position on the Mill road, but it was repulsed, and in the artillery 
duel that ensued Captain Hankins several times drove the gunners 
of the enemy from their guns. 

Captain Rives’ fire caused a large body of the enemy, massed be- 
tween the Brook turnpike and the Mill road, to seek shelter in the 
thick wood to the right of the Brook turnpike. The firing lasted 
about two hours, after which the enemy retreated toward the Meadow 
Bridge road. 

Later in the day a small body of the enemy’s cavalry made its 
appearance near the residence of Mr. J. P. Ballard, about three-quar- 
ters of a mile in front of one of my siege batteries, on the inter- 
mediate line and Deep Run road, served by a detachment of 20 men 
of the Twentieth Virginia Battalion, commanded by Second Lieut. 
‘B. ¥. Halstead, of Company B, Twentieth Virginia Battalion. After 


exchanging ten rounds the enemy withdrew, with no casualties on’ 
} 


our side. 

In closing this report I have the honor to express my gratification 
at the behavior both of the officers and men of this command. The 
artillery was handled exceedingly well, and the infantry responded 
with alacrity to every call made upon them. 

Thad about 500 men engaged between the Brook pike and Mill 
road, and six pieces of artillery. The enemy supposed to be between 
8,000 and 3,500 men, with five pieces of artillery. 

Lieutenant Hudgin with four pieces of artillery was ordered to 
report to General Barton, on the Mechanicsville road, and one sec- 
tion from Hankins’ and one from Rives’ batteries were sent to report 
to General Lee before the fire of the enemy on my front had ceased. 
They having left my command for the time I have not traced their 
operations, though I have been informed that they were not else- 
where engaged. 

The loss of the enemy is not known, they being able under the 
cover of a dense fog to carry away their killed and wounded. 

~ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. H. STEVENS, 
Commanding Richmond Defenses. 


Maj. T. O. CHESTNEY, 
; Assistant Adjutant-General. 


—————— 


No. 16. 
Report of Capt. L. B. Anderson, North Anna Home. Guards. 


i ‘ ; ‘ te . 

' HEWLETT’S STATION, March 4, 1864. 
DEAR Sir: Returning last Monday from visiting a patient several 
miles below me, I heard just at night that the vandals were at Beaver 
Dam Depot. I pushed on home, collecting my men as i went, and 


~ * Nominal list (omitted) reports 1 man killed and 1 officer and 6 men wounded, 
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914 OPERATIONS IN N. 6, VA, W. VA. 
‘at 9 o'clock I moved off with 17 men, 3 of them belonging to the © 
Hanover Troop, and a few belonging to a Maryland company. Our } 
movements (in brief) are as follows : : ect 
February 29.—Ascertaining at 10 o’clock at night that the enemy 
had moved from Beaver Dam, in what direction the pickets, who — 
were stationed 44 miles below, couid not tell, we moved through q 
woods, plantations, &c., avoiding all roads, though the night was — 
intensely dark and rainy, until we saw the camp-fires of the foes. © 
Leaving the horses and the men, three of us marched on foot through 
a dense forest and morass and gained a position from which we had 
a view of the whole line of encampment. We sent a courier to 
Colonel Johnson, at the Junction, informing him that the enemy 
were on the Trinity Church road. The signals for preparation and 
marching having been thrown up, we discovered the whole line in 
motion. Returning to our horses we rapidly moved across three 
farms and gained a position on the Fork Church road, leading 
directly toward South Anna railroad bridge. Two men were — 
placed immediately on the road and the remainder drawn up a few — 
paces in their rear. In five minutes the head of the column reached 
our position (between 12.30 and 1.30 o’clock). The men were anxious 
to fire into the enemy, but were prohibited on the ground that 
they were marching into a trap from which it was scarcely possible 
for any to escape. The utmost caution was observed in retiring 
from our position, in order that the enemy might not. know that 
their movements were observed, We pushed on to Mr. Redd’s, and 
'sent 3 couriers with a dispatch to Colonel Johnson (and General 
Elzey, at Richmond, by telegraph from Junction), at the Junction, 
informing him that the enemy were moving down on Fork Church 
road, and suggesting that he mass his troops upon that road imme- 
diately, and that we would guard the fords and bridges on Colonel | 
J{ohnson]’s right flank and inform him of any demonstrations in 
that direction. We then went to the New Market bridge and tore 
up the planking, and remained until we were assured that the rear 
of the enemy had passed Fork Church, which was about daybreak. 
March 1.—Surprised at not hearing the attack, which we con- 
fidently expected would be made upon the enemy at about 4 o’clock 
this morning, we moved on to the Junction, and about 5.30 or 6 
o'clock heard the report of cannon and small-arms. ‘We reached the — 
position where the enemy were posted after they had retreated, and _ 
found to our utter astonishment that they had passed quietly down 
‘(Sen to and encamped within 200 yards of our batteries near South 
_ River bridge, and remained there probably one or more hours 
_.. without the men at the batteries knowing of their proximity or 
they being aware of the position of the batteries; and we pre- 
» sumed that the attack made by Colonel Johnson with a small force 
just before it was light enough to ascertain the position of our 
batteries saved them and all the bridges in the vicinity. Why the 
hy troops were not put in position two hours before (as the dispatch 
ie was received at telegraph office, so says the operator, at 2.30 o’clock) 
Bt we know not; but it was our opinion that, caught between the 
pie 4 Little and South Rivers with only two bridges accessible, both of 
_. which could have been torn up early in the night (a courier, Mr. 
vif Samuel Anderson, of Hanover Troop, who offered to act as guide 
was sent down about 10 o’clock, giving information of their prob- 
mi able move to Blunt’s Bridge) or easily guarded, 1,000 infantry prop- 
erly posted in the ample time afforded could have almost total y 
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if ‘wi 
@—Indicates enemy’s encampments Bi 
‘at batteries, (1.) Mane 


_---- —Indicates the enemy’s route. Pre rH 
X—Our batteries. dines 
; ¥ C—Fork Church road. = 
T C—Trinity Church road. : 


B D—Beaver Dam. 

N M—New Market road. 
G—Junction. 
T—Taylor’s Mills. 

N F—Negrofoot road. 

B B—Blunt’s bridge. 

Mrs. Anderson’s mill was set on 

fire by the enemy; her house rifled, 
and nearly all of her bacon taken, 
and every horse she had. 

Private houses, &e., were burned 

near Beaver Dam. 

From Anderson’s Mill to Beaver 

Dam is 2 miles; from Beaver Dam 
4! to Trinity and Pigeon Hill, where 
they encamped, is 344 miles; from 
there to Trinity Church is 5 miles; 
from there to the bridges and bat- r 
teries 314 miles. 


\ 


Andersons Mell, 


4 
4 
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A ROUGH MAP OF THE ENEMY’S MARCH FROM BEAVER DAM TO OUR BATTERIES AND ahaa 
BACK TO BLUNT’S BRIDGE AND NEGROFOOT ROADS, i 


f 
ie 


annihilated Kilpatrick’s command. We ascertained from various — 


sources that he had only eight small regiments, two brigades, twelve 
small guns, and between 2,000 and 2,500 men. It was a glorious 
opportunity most unfortunately neglected. We followed the enem 
to Independence Meeting-House, and having been in our saddles all 
night, and now till late in the day, without food for man or beast, 
we returned home at night, bringing 1 prisoner captured. 

March 2.—Karly this morning we went to a point below Ashland 
and divided, sending a scouting party toward the Old Church and 
the others moving back toward Negrofoot. The first party, under 
Sergeant Anderson, encamped near Atlee’s, the other near Beaver 
Dam. By iieites: 

March 3.—Sergeant Anderson went below the Piper Tree and to 


Mr. Tuiner’s, near Tunstall’s Station, and returned to headquarters 


that night just after the other party arrived from above. Hearing 
from an enrolling officer in Caroline that the enemy were at Chiles- 
burg, Sergeant Anderson with a party was sent up to that point 
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immediately ; and though he had ridden 60 miles that day, he con-- 


tinued to ride until 4 o’clock at night, and reported to me early the 
next morning. 

March 4.—This day we scoured the country above in the neigh- 
borhood of Beaver Dam, New Market, Chilesburg, &c., to ascertain 
the foundation of a thousand wild rumors, and returned to-night 


satisfied that no enemy is within 40 miles of us. 


The enemy threw at least a ton of ammunition into the South 


River, and some of our boys went in and got several hundred car- 


tridges suited to our Burnside rifles. A citizen has gotten out nearly 


~ 1,000 pounds of all kinds, and several hundred of the kind suited to 
our rifles. Will the Department be so good'as to give me a requisi- 


tion for those, as they are all loose, paying the gentleman a reasona- 


ble compensation for his trouble? The paper cartridges furnished — 
us are worse than useless; they will not fire once in five times, and | 


never with any accuracy. 


Pardon me for this long and rough report of the doings of the noble 


little band which has honored [me] as their commander. 


L. B. ANDERSON, 
Capt. North Anna Home Guards, now known as Mounted Rifles. 


Hon. Secretary SEDDON. 


Nost7: 


Congratulatory orders. 


GENERAL en Hpagrs. DEPARTMENT OF RICHMOND, 


7 No. 10. March 8, 1864. 
The major-general commanding congratulates the troops upon 


_ their completely successful defense of the city of Richmond and its 


rescue from the ravages of the invader. The enemy was oa 

repulsed on the north side by Colonel Stevens’ saviaae and on 
west by Brig. Gen. G. W. C. Lee’s troops. Their conduct is entitled 
to the highest praise and credit. To Col. Bradley T. Johnson and 
the officers and soldiers under his command the thanks of the major- 
general are especially due for the .prompt and vigorous manner in 


‘ 


which they pursued the enemy from Beaver Dam to Richiiond, and 
thence to the Pamunkey and down the Peninsula, making repeated 
charges; capturing many prisoners and horses, and thwarting any 
attempt of the enemy to charge them. The major-general command- 
ing begs leave to tender to Major-General Hampton and his com- 
mand his sincere thanks for their co-operation in following up the 
enemy and their gallant assault upon his camp at Atlee’s Station on 
Tuesday night, in which the enemy’s entire force was stampeded 
and completely routed, leaving in the hands of General Hampton 
many prisoners and horses. Lastly, the conduct of the home guards 
_ of King and Queen County, and of Captain McGruder’s squadron of 
_ the Forty-second Battalion Virginia Cavalry, which, in conjunction 
with small detachments of furloughed men, under Captain Fox and 
Lieutenant Pollard, of the cavalry of the Army of Northern Vir- 
ginia, attacked the retreating column of Colonel Dahlgren, killing 


the leader and capturing nearly 100 prisoners, with negroes and. 


horses, deserves public acknowledgment, 
By command of Major-General Elzey : 
T. O. CHESTNEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General.. 


ADDENDA. 


Hpgrs. Len’s Div., Cav. Corps, ARMY OF N. VA4., 
March 4, 1864. 
General 8. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to transmit the inclosed papers,* | 


found upon the body of Col. U. Dahlgren, of the U. 8S. Army, 
who was killed by a portion of my command, assisted by a portion 
of Colonel Robins’ cavalry battalion and a detachment of the home 
guards of King and Queen, in that county, upon the night of the 2d. 
These papers were sent by Lieutenant Pollard, commanding a de- 
tachment of the Ninth Virginia Cavalry, to Colonel Beale, and by 
him transmitted direct to me. They need no comment. Colonel 
Dahlgren commanded a force picked to co-operate with Brigadier- 


General Kilpatrick in his ridiculous and unsoldierly raid, and lost. 


his life running off negroes after the failure of his insane attempt to: 


destroy Richmond and kill Jeff. Davis and cabinet. The force of- 


negroes and Yankees captured after his fall amount to about 140. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FITZ., LEE, 


Major-General, Commanding.. 


RicHMOND, March 4, 1864.. 


I 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
. _ Secretary of War: 


Dear Sir: It has occurred to me that the papers just captured’ 
fromthe enemy are of such an extraordinary and diabolical character” 
that some more formal method should be adopted of giving them to: 


the public than simply sending them to the press. My own convic- 


tion is for an execution of the prisoners and a publication as justifi-- 


* See inclosures Lee to Meade, April 1, p. 178, 
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- eation; but in any event the publication should go forth with official 
sanction from the highest authority, calling the attention of our 
people and the civilized world to the fiendish and atrocious conduct 

of our enemies. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


BRAXTON BRAGGA “4 


y 
a 


WaAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Bsc) Richmond, Va., March 5, 1864. 
: General R. E. LEzE, ; 


Commanding, &e. : 


GENERAL: I inclose to you herewith a slip from one of the morn- 
ing papers containing an account of the disposal of.a portion of the 
enemy’s force which’ recently attacked this city, and a copy of the 
papers* found on the body of Colonel Dahlgren, who was killed. 

_ The diabolical character of those papers and of the enterprise they 
indicate seems to require at our hands something more than a mere 
informal publication in our newspapers. My own inclinations are 
toward the execution of at least a portion of those captured at the — 
time Colonei Dahlgren was killed, and a publication of these papers 
as its justification. At any rate, a formal publication from the high- 
est official position should issue, calling the attention of our people 
and that of the civilized world to the atrocious modes of warfare 
adopted by our enemies. General Bragg’s views coincide with my 
own on this subject. The question of what is best to be done isa, 
grave and important one, and I desire to have the benefit of your 
pi views and any suggestions you may make. -It is not for the purpose 
hs of evading or sharing any responsibility which may attach to the 
action to be taken that I seek to know your views, but simply that 
in determining what is best to be done I may have the aid of your 
» wisdom and experience, as well as your judgment of what would be 
‘ the sentiment of the army on a course of severe but just retribution. 
‘You will, of course, appreciate to what consequences such a course 
— ‘may not rightfully, yet not unnaturally, considering the unscrupu- 
- Jousness and malignity of our foes, lead, and estimate such results 
in forming your judgment. 
re Very respectfully, yours, 
i JAMES A. SEDDON, 
ye . Secretary of War. 


[Inclosure.—From Richmond Daily Examiner, March 5.] 


' ANOTHER AFFAIR WITH THE ENEMY AROUND RICHMOND—CAPTURE 
OF IMPORTANT PAPERS AND MEMORANDA OF THE ENEMY, ETC. 


The first rumor of the raiders afloat yesterday was that General 
Stuart, coming down the Louisa mountain road, had intercepted their 
retreat, captured 1,200 prisoners, and released all the negroes in their 
hands. This report lacked confirmation, but it was soon followed 
by a well-authenticated report of a success quite equal in interest, if 
not in magnitude, to that ascribed to General Stuart. 


*See inclosures Lee to Meade, April 1, p. 178, 
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BRILLIANT AFFAIR IN KING AND QUEEN COUNTY—COLONEL DAHL- 
: GREN KILLED. 

News was brought in during the morning of the brilliant affair of 

a small body of Confederate cavalry under the command of Lieuten- 

ant Pollard, who had attacked a body of Yankee cavalry under the 

command of Colonel Dahlgren, killing their commander, taking 90 


Walkerton on Wednesday night about 11 o’clock. The body of cay- 
alry under Dahlgren’s command numbered some 300 or 400, being 


notoriety. It would have been well if the body of the land pirate 
had been gibbeted in chains on the spot where he fell. Lieutenant 


He was aided by some home guards and a small detachment from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Robins’ command. 

From.the courier who came in yesterday we have some interesting 
particulars of Lieutenant Polard’s affair with the enemy. It ap- 


pears that with his company of cavalry he followed the enemy across a 
the Mattapony during the whole of Wednesday, harassing his rear. 


At the forks of the road the enemy took that leading to Walkerton, 


while Lieutenant Pollard, directing a few of his men to follow the 


enemy on that route and make a pretense of pursuit, rapidly with- 
drew the larger portion of his force to the other road. He succeeded 
in making a circuit of the enemy, and about 11 o’clock at night 
appeared on their front, having been joined by some home guards 
and a few of Robins’ command. The Yankees attempted to charge 
through our lines, the charge being headed by Dahlgren himself. 


He was shot dead before his column came in contact with our lines. — 
A fight ensued, with the results referred to, to which we may add. 
the fortunate circumstance that not a man of our command was 


killed. Several Yankees were killed, and the force not captured was 
dispersed in a wild flight, aided by the cover of the woods and the 


night. 


FULL DISCLOSURE OF THE ENEMY’S PLANS—RICHMOND TO BE DE-' 


STROYED—THE PRESIDENT AND HIS CABINET TO BE KILLED, ETC. 


The following papers and memoranda were found on Dahlgren’s 
person, and contain the indisputable evidence of the diabolical de- 
signs of the enemy. 

The following address to the officers and men of the command was 


_ written on a sheet of paper having in printed letters on the upper 


corner, ‘‘ Headquarters Third Division, Cavalry Corps, , 1864:” 


OFFICERS AND MEN: 

You have been selected from brigades and regiments as a picked command to 
attempt a desperate undertaking—an undertaking which, if successful, will write 
your names on the hearts of your countrymen in letters that can never be erased, 


and which will cause the prayers of our fellow-soldiers now confined in loathsome ° 


prisons to follow you and yours wherever you may go. We hope to release the 
prisoners from Belle Island first, and having seen them fairly started, we will cross 
the James River into Richmond, destroying the bridges after us and exhorting the 
released prisoners to destroy and burn the hateful city ; and do not allow the rebel 
leader Davis and his traitorous crew to escape. The prisoners must render great 


assistance, as you cannot leave your ranks too far or become too much scattered, or 


prisoners and 35 negroes and 150 horses. The fight occurred at — : 


part of the force which had appeared on the Westham plank road. -_ 
They had crossed the Mattapony at Aylett’s. The wretch whocom- — 
-manded them was the son of Commodore Dahlgren, of ordnance 


Pollard commands Company H, of the Ninth Virginia Cavalry.. 3 
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you will be lost. Do not allow any personal gain to lead you off, which would only — 


bring you to anignominious death at the hands of citizens. Keep well together and 
obey orders strictly and all will be well ; but on no account scatter too far, for in union 
there is strength. With strict obedience to orders and fearlessness in the execution 
you will be sure to succeed. We will join the main force on the other side of the 
city, or perhaps meet them inside. Many of you may fall; but if there is any man 
here not willing to sacrifice his life in such a great and glorious undertaking, or 
who does not feel capable of meeting the enemy in such a desperate fight as will 
follow, let him step out, and he may go hence to the arms of his sweetheart and 
read of the braves who swept through the city of Richmond. . We want no man who 
cannot feel sure of success in such a holy cause. We will have a desperate fight, 
but stand up to it when it does come, and all will be well. Ask the blessing of the 
_ Almighty, and do not fear the enemy. j 
U. DAHLGREN, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS AND INSTRUCTIONS. 


The following special orders were written on a similar sheet of 


of the leaders of the expedition: 


Guides.—Pioneers (with oakum, turpentine, and torpedoes), signal officer, quarter- 
master, commissary. Scoutsand pickets. Menin rebel uniform. These will remain 
on the north bank and move down with the force on the south bank, not getting ahead 
of them, and if the communication can be kept up without giving an alarm it must 
_ be done; but everything depends upon a surprise, and no one must be allowed to 
_ pass ahead of the column. Information must be gathered in regard to the crossings 

of the river, so that should we be repulsed on the south side we will know where to 
recross at the nearest point. All mills must be burned and the canal destroyed, 
and also everything which can be used by the rebels must be destroyed, including 
the boats on the river. Should a ferry-boat be seized and can be worked, have it 
moved down. Keep the force on the south side posted of any important movement 
of the enemy, and in case of danger some of the scouts must swim the river and 
bring us information. As we approach the city the party must take great care that 
they do not get ahead of the other party on the south side, and must conceal them- 
selves and watch our movements. We will try and secure the bridge to the city, 1 


. mile below Belle Isle, and release the prisoners at the same time. If we do not 


- sueceed they must then dash down, and we will try and carry the bridge from each 


aa. side, When necessary, the men must be filed through the woods and along the 


' 
» 


Sel 


river bank. The bridges once seeured, and the prisoners loose and over the river, 
the bridges will be secured and the city destroyed. The men must keep together 
and well in hand, and once in the city it must be destroyed and Jeff. Davis and 
cabinet killed. Pioneers will go along with combustible material. The ofticer must 
use his discretion about the time of assisting us. Horses and cattle which we do 
not need immediately must be shot rather than left. Everything on the canal and 
elsewhere of service to the rebels must be destroyed. As General Custer may follow 
me, be careful not to give a false alarm.* 

The signal officer must be prepared to communicate at night by rockets, and in 
other things pertaining to his department. 

The quartermasters and commissaries must be on the lookout for their depart- 
ments,‘and see that there are no delays on their account. ° 

The engineer officer will follow to survey the road as we pass over it, &c. 

The pioneers must be prepared to construct a bridge or destroy one. They must 
have plenty of oakum and turpentine for burning, which will be rolled in soaked 
balls and given tothe men to burn when we get in the city. Torpedoes will only 
be used by the pioneers for destroying the main bridges, &c. They must be pre- 
pared to destroy railroads, Men will branch off to the right with a few pioneers 


- and destroy the bridges and railroads south of Richmond, and then join us at the 


; city. They must be well prepared with torpedoes, &c. The line of Falling Creek 
- is probably the best to work along, or as they approach the city Goode’s Creek, so 

that no re-enforcements can come up on any cars. No one must be allowed to pass 
ahead for fear of communicating news. Rejoin the command with all haste, and 


* Following paragraphs not found in the photographic copies forwarded by Gen- © 


eral Lee to General Meade. ‘ 


: 


paper and on detached slips, the whole disclosing the diabolical plans | 


} 


‘ 
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if cut off cross the river above Richmond and rejoin us. Men will stop at Bellona. 


Arsenal and totally destroy it, and anything else but hospitals ; then follow on and 
rejoin the command at Richmond with all haste, and if cut off cross the river and. 
rejoin us. As General Custer may follow me, be careful not to give a false alarm. 


PROGRAMME OF THE ROUTE AND WORK, 


The following is an exact copy of a paper written in lead-pencil, 


which appears to have been a private memorandum of the pro- 
gramme which Dahlgren had made to enable him to keep his work 
clearly in mind: ; : 


Saturday—Leave camp at dark (6 p. m.). , Cross Ely’s Ford at 10 p. m. 
Twenty miles—Cross North Anna at 4a.m. Sunday. Feed and water one hour. 
Three miles—Frederick Hall Station 6 a.m. Destroy arts 8 a. m. 
hen miles—Near James River 2 p.m. Sunday. Feed and water one hour and 
a half. 
Thirty miles to Richmond—March toward Kilpatrick for one hour, and then as 
soon as dark cross the river, reaching Richmond early in the morning (Monday). 
One squadron remains on north side and one squadron to cut the railroad bridge 
at Falling Creek, and join at Richmond ; 83 miles. 
General Kilpatrick—Cross at 1 a.m. Sunday ; 10 miles. . 
Pass river5a.m. Resistance. 
Chilesburg—Fourteen miles ; 8 a. m. 
Resistance at North Anna; 3 miles. 


Railroad bridges at South Anna; 26 miles; 2 p.m. Destroy bridges, pass the 


South Anna, and feed until after dark ; then signal each other. After dark move 
down to Richmond and be in front of the city at daybreak. 
Return—In Richmond during the day. Feed and water men outside. 


Be over the Pamunkey at daybreak. Feed and water and then cross the Rappa- | 


hannock at night (Tuesday night), when they must be on the lookout. 
Spies should be sent on Friday morning early, and be ready to cut. 


A GUIDE FURNISHED. 


The following paper was inclosed in an envelope directed to Col. 
U. Dahlgren, etc., at General Kilpatrick’s headquarters, and marked 
“*Confidential.” The letter is not dated: ; 


Colonel DAHLGREN, ete. : 


DEAR COLONEL: At the last moment I have found the man you want; well ac- — 


quainted with the James River from Richmond up. Isend him to you mounted 
on my own private horse. You will have to furnish him a horse. Question him 
five minutes, and you will find him the very man you want. 


Respectfully and truly, yours, f 
i JOHN C, BABCOCK. 


On the margin of this letter is written : 
He crossed at Rapidan last night, and has late information. 


MURDER OF THEIR NEGRO GUIDE BY THE RAIDERS. 


__ There now remains no doubt of the barbarous atrocity of the Yan- 

kee raiders in the murder of an inoffensive negro who was captured 
near the Rapidan. The victim of their brutal wrath was a boy 
named Martin, the property of Mr. David Meems, of Goochland. 
It appears that the negro was impressed as a pilot, and had informed 
the Yankees that they could cross the river at Jude’s Ferry, about 2 
miles from Dover Mills. The river was, however, fuller than usual, 
although it is very probable that the negro advised the raiders ac- 
cording to the best of his information. For no other offense than 
the imaginary one of misleading the enemy, the negro was hung to 
a tree, where his dead body was found a few hours after life was 
extinct. : 


-.. Hon. Jamus A, SEDDON, 


: " 7 


Tt is now quite certain that the Yankees intended to cross the river 
so as to attack the city from the south side and disconcert our defense 
by the various directions of their attack. They were, however, dis- 
appointed in their attempts to cross the river, and left no other 
recourse than to cut their way through to Kilpatrick. The wagon 
train which accompanied them was loaded with arms and equip- 
ments, and it is conjectured that these were provided for the prison-. 
ers, whose release from Belle Isle was undoubtedly one object of the © 
excursion. The only damage done to the canal was the destruction 
of the wooden part of the aqueduct at Dover Mills. A few hundred 
dollars will repair it. ¥ 


THE ENEMY AT TUNSTALL’S. 


We learn that the Yankees destroyed Pearson’s saw-mill, near 
Tunstall’s Station. They plundered the neighboring country of all 


the grain and meat they could lay their hands on. They did no 


damage to the railroad. 


HEADQUARTERS, March 6, 1864. 


Secretary of War, Richmond : 


Sir: I have just received your letter of the 5th instant inclosing 
a slip from one of the Richmond journals, giving an account of the 
recent attack upon that city, and a copy of some papers found on 
the dead body of Colonel Dahlgren, disclosing the plan and purpose 
of the enterprise. I concur with you in thinking that a formal pub- 
lication of these papers should be made under official authority, that 


-* our people and the world may know the character of the war our 


enemies wage against us, and the unchristian and atrocious acts they 
plot and perpetrate. But I cannot recommend the execution of the 
prisoners that have fallen into our hands. Assuming that the ad- 
dress and special orders of Colonel Dahlgren correctly state his 
' designs and intentions, they were not executed, and I believe, even in 
a legal point of view, acts in addition to intentions are necessary to 
constitute crime. These papers can only be considered as evidence 
of his intentions. It does not appear how far his men were cogni- 
 zant of them, or that his course was sanctioned by his Government. 
It'is only known that his plans were frustrated by a merciful Provi- 
dence, his forces scattered, and he killed. Ido not think it right 
therefore, to visit upon the captives the guilt of his intentions. I do 
not pretend to speak the sentiments of the army, which you seem to 
desire. I presume that the blood boils with indignation in the veins 
of every officer and man as they read the account of the barbarous 
and inhuman plot, and under the impulse of the moment many 
would counsel extreme measures. But I do not think that reason 
and reflection would justify such a course. I think it better to do 
right, even if we suffer in so doing, than to incur the reproach of 
our consciences and posterity. Nor do I think that under present 
circumstances policy dictates the execution of these men. It would 
produce retaliation. How many and better men have we in the 
enemy’s hands than they have in ours? But this consideration . 
should have no weight provided the course was in itself right. Yet 
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, ssistory records instances where such considerations have prevented 


the execution of marauders and devastators of provinces. 
It may be pertinent to this subject to refer to the conduct of some 
of our men in the valley. I have heard that a party of Gilmor’s 


battalion, after arresting the progress of a train of cars on the Balti- 


more and Ohio Railroad, took from the passengers their purses and 


watches. As far as I know no military object was accomplished. 


after gaining possession of the cars, and the act appears to have been 
one of plunder. Such conductis unauthorized and discreditable. 
Should any of that battalion be captured the enemy might claim to 
treat them as highway robbers. What would be our course? TI have 


ordered an investigation of the matter and hope the report may be — 


untrue. 
Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, ns 
R. KE. LEH, 
General. 


RiIcHMoND, VA., March 30, 1864. 
General R. E. LEs, : 
Commanding Army of Northern Virginia ; 


GENERAL: I am directed by the President to send you the inclosed : 


papers, which are photographic copies of the originals, and_the 
originals taken from the body of the late Col. U. Dahlgren, U.S. 


Army, who was killed by a detachment of our troops whilst he was — 


in command of a portion of the Federal cavalry in the late expedi- 


tion under General Kilpatrick. The Government is in possession of » 


ample and incontestable evidence that the papers were taken from 
the body, which was identified as that of Colonel Dahlgren. In 
one of them the plan and object of the expedition are stated. 
‘The prisoners being released,” it is added, ‘‘once in the city 
(Richmond) it must be destroyed, and Jeff. Davis and cabinet 
killed.” The other is an address signed officially by Dahlgren to the 
officers and men of his command. It contains ie following lan- 


guage: 


We hope to release the Federal prisoners from Belle Island first, and having seen | 
them fairly started, we will cross the James River into Richmond, destroying the _ 
bridges after us, and exhorting the released prisoners to destroy and burn the hate- 


ful city, and to not allow the rebel leader Davis and his traitorous crew to escape. 


_ The President directs that you open a correspondence with the 
general commanding the Federal Army of the Potomac to ascertain 
if the orders and instructions of Colonel Dahlgren, as contained in 
these papers, were in conformity to instructions from his Govern- 
ment or superior officers, and whether the Government of the 
United States sanctions the sentiments and purposes therein set 
forth.* 

The originals of these papers may be retained by you as long as 
you consider it necessary, and afterward please return them to this 
office. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


* See Lee to Meade, April 1, p. 178, 
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Hpors. Lzx’s Div., Cav. Corps, ARMy oF N. VA., le) 
. March 31, 1864. ~ 
‘General S. CooPER, <4 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose to you Colonel Dahlgren’s 
note-book,* just sent to me by Colonel Beale, commanding Ninth Vir- 
ginia Cavalry. Had I known of its existence it would have been 
forwarded with the papers. 

His name and rank is written on the first page, with the date — 
(probably) of his purchasing it. The book, amongst other memo- 
randa, contains a rough pencil sketch of his address to his troops, 
differing somewhat from his pen-and-ink copy. I embrace this 
occasion to add, the original papers bore no marks of alteration, nor 
could they have possibly been changed except by the courier who 
brought them to me, which is in the highest degree improbable, and 
the publication of them in the Richmond papers were exact copies 
in every respect of the originals. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


plaid 


a ves 


FITZ. LEE, 
Major-General, Commanding. — « 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
Apri 3, 1864. 
General 8. CooPEr, 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 

‘GenERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
papers pertaining to Dahlgren’s expedition against Richmond, for- 
warded yesterday. Lieutenant Davis, of General Winder’s staff, de- 
livered them in person. 

Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General, 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 

: — April 10, 1864. 
General 8. CoopPzEr, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 


GENERAL: On the receipt of your letter inclosing the documents 
found on the body of Colonel Dahlgren, in accordance with the in- 
structions of the Department, I wrote a letter to General Meade upon 
the subject, under the date of April 1, and sent it to General Stuart, 
to be forwarded by flag of truce. In consequence, however, of the 
late heavy rains it has been impossible to cross the Robertson River 
at the Boe where flags of truce have usually been received by the 
Federal commanders, and I fear the same cause will prevent any 
communication for some time, 

Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


* Not found, 
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_ FEBRUARY 29-MARCH 1, 1864.—Skirmishes at Ballahook, on Bear Quar-_ 


ter Road, and at Deep Creek, Va. 


* 


REPORTS. 


' No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Charles A. Heckman, U. S. Army. 


J 


No. 2.—Lieut. Col. Martin B. Smith, Eighth Connecticut Infantry. 
; No. 1. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Charles A. Heckman, U.S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES, 
i . Near Portsmouth, Va., March 5d, 1864. 


Str: I have the honor to report that on the 29th February it was. 
reported to me by Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, commanding post at 
Deep Creek, that the enemy were making demonstrations in his 
front, the patrol from Ballahock to South Mills having been driven 
in, and the enemy’s cavalry making its appearance in force. Iim-_ 
mediately ordered a reconnaissance to be made in the direction of 
South Mills ; at the same time ordered 100 men of the Ninth New 
Jersey Volunteers and 100 men of the Tenth New Hampshire Vol- 


unteers, also the One hundred and eighteenth New York Volunteers, - 


to Deep Creek, and proceeded to the front in person. 
' Lieut. Thomas Burnett, Company B, Ninth New Jersey Volun- 


teers, commanding detachment of Ninth New Jersey Volunteers, — 


while skirmishing with the enemy who were opposing him with 
about 300 infantry and endeavoring to surround him, brought his 
men out in good order, with the loss of 1 man killed and 1 wounded, 


_ displaying great bravery and coolness. 


_ enemy firing a few shots into their advance they broke and ranin 


A detachment of the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, commanded by 
Captain Faith, behaved in a very discreditable manner. Upon the 


great disorder, a portion of them falling into the canal, others into 


the swamp, &c. 
At daylight on the 2d instant started forward and found the enemy 


had retired, having dug ditches across the road, destroyed the bridge, 


&c., to prevent pursuit. Having repaired the bridge, again followed 
until dark, driving them across the line into North Carolina in the © 
direction of South Mills. In coming up with the enemy I found 


them in line of battle, one battery covering the road and their in- , 


fantry in the bushes. Their force being very much larger than mine, 


‘and darkness coming on, I did not deem it prudent to attack, and 


fell back to a strong position at the bridge over the Northwest Canal. 
I left Colonel Keese, of the One hundred and eighteenth New York, 


‘in command, with instructions to hold that position, to picket the 


different roads, and to patrol those leading to Northwest Landing. 
During the march I learned of a number of roads of which I had 


no previous knowledge, all of which are thoroughly guarded, and 


no approach can now be made without my being informed. 
The enenty’s force consisted of four regiments and one battalion 
of infantry, one regiment of cavalry, and two batteries, commanded 
by General Ransom. My force consisted of 800 infantry, 150 cav- 
dine and one section of artillery. i 
Our loss was as follows: Albert S. Nutt, Ninth New Jersey Vol- 
unteers, killed ; Joel Hulse, Ninth New Jersey Volunteers, wounded ; 
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‘1 officer and 6 men of the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry missing, — 
with 13 horses. A’ deserter, Patrick Tenney, Thirty-first North 
Carolina Volunteers, who came within our lines, has been duly for- 


warded. “ab, : 
Inclosed find copy of report of Lieutenant-Colonel Smith. j 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. A. HECKMAN, 
. Brigadier-General, Commanding. { 
[Maj. R. S. Davis, age 3 ; 
; Fort’ Monroe. | : 
No. 2 
Report of Lieut. Col. Martin B. Smith, Highth Connecticut In- ~ 
fantry. 


s, 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Deep Creek, Va., March 4, 1864. 
CGaprain: On the 29th February ultimo, at 10 a.m., I received a 
communication from Ballahock Station that my patrol of 8 men | 
(patrolling the road from that station to South Mills) had come in 
contact with the enemy and were driven back to Ballahock. I im- 
mediately sent forward Captain Lompe, of the Fifth Pennsylvania — 
~ Cavalry, with 40 men, to Ballahock Station, with orders to report — 
what information he could gain of the enemy’s movements. a 
At 1p. m. I received a report from Captain Lompe that about 30 
rebel cavalry were seen 4 miles from the Ballahock post, on the road 
leading to South Mills, and I immediately reported that informa- 
tion to the general commanding. In reply I was instructed to send 
. my cavalry on a reconnaissance to South Mills, and report any in- — 
formation I might learn to headquarters. - 
On the following morning (March 1) at 4 a. m. Captain Lompe 
moved forward in the direction of South Mills. At 10a.m., not — 
hearing anything from that officer, I started for the Ballahock Sta- — 
tion, and had proceeded about 2 miles when I met an orderly coming 
in on a gallop, who informed me that Captain Lompe was retreating 
andthe enemy in close pursuit. I had proceeded but a short distance 
farther on when I met Captain Lompe. I immediately ordered him ~ 
to halt and form in line of battle, which he instantly did, the enemy 
at that time being about 1 mile distant. d 
By an order from the general, who had just arrived at the scene 
of action, I ordered forward a detachment of 100 men of the Ninth — 
~ New Jersey Volunteers, under command of Lieut. Thomas Burnett. 
Shortly before they arrived the enemy began to fall back, when I~ 
followed in pursuit,with orders from the general to proceed as far as _ 
the Ballahock road, he at the time returning toheadquarters. After — 
advancing about 5 miles I found the enemy had halted and formed ° — 
in line of battle on the Bear Quarter road. Perceiving this I detached 
25 men of the Ninth New Jersey, who advanced as skirmishers. — 
We advanced cautiously along the road for about 14 miles, when we 
were fired upon from a dense thicket on the left of the road. .We ~ 
returned the fire and entered the thicket and perceived the enemy, 
who numbered about 300, moving toward our rear with the evident. 
intention of cutting us off. To prevent them, we retired by the left — 
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- flank, continuing the ALD which caused them to relinquish their 
_ original design ; and here let me add that Lieutenant Burnett, who 
had charge of the advance, showed himself to be abrave and efficient 


officer. Owing to the superior force opposed tous I ordered forward - 


from this post two pieces of artillery and 100 men of the Tenth New 
Hampshire Volunteers, all under command of Captain Simpson. 
Later in the evening we again advanced and engaged the enemy. 
Night coming on, and by reason of the extreme darkness which pre-: 
vailed, we retired about 1 mile and bivouacked for the night. About 
8 o'clock I started to report in person to the general at Deep Creek. 


At the distance of 1 mile from my command I met Captain Faith ~ 


with a detachment of 100 men of the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 
Qn halting him he stated he was to report to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Smith, when I informed him that I was that officer and ordered him 
to report to Captain Simpson, whom I left in command. 

On the following morning (March 2) I learned that Captain Faith, 
instead of reporting as directed, passed our.column until he reached 
the enemy’s camp, who, not relishing his appearance on such a dark 
| night, greeted him with a volley of musketry, which caused him to 
reverse his column in haste, dismounting several horses and causing 


many with their riders to plunge into the Dismal Swamp Canal, those _ : 


escaping the water falling back in confusion on Captain Simpson’s 
artillery, which was stationed on the road in their rear, causing sev- 
eral more to be dismounted ; some having their shoulder-blades dis- 

- located, others their legs broken, &c. Captain Simpson finally suc- 
ceed in forming many of them in his rear, Captain Faith, at this 
position of affairs, being satisfied to report to Captain Simpson. 

— Captain Lompe, in his report of his reconnaissance to South Mills, 
states that his advance guard on reaching the 16-mile stone was con- 
fronted by a force of between 300 and 400 rebels. Having moved to 
the front, and satisfying himself of the enemy’s strength, he ordered. 


- Lieutenant. Phillips, who was in charge of the advance guard, to be - 


vigilant ; that he was going to fall back, Heimmediately dispatched 
two orderlies, one to Lieutenant Shaffer, commanding picket Balla- 
hock, and the other to the undersigned at Deep Creek. Giving 
Lieutenant Phillips charge of the rear guard, he reversed his column 
and immediately perceived the enemy charging in full force, distant 
about one-third of a mile. He at once.ordered a gallop, and fell 
back in good order over the Northwest Canal bridge, tearing up the 
planks as soon as he crossed. He then formed his command in line 
of battle, and at this point he found that Lieutenant Phillips and a 
_ portion of his command was missing. Being forced from his position 
he fell back to Deep Creek, as before stated. 
There are missing from Captain Lompe’s command 1 lieutenant 
and 7 privates, with their equipments, together with 15 horses and 
their equipments. Lieutenant Burnett, in his report of the engage- 
ment at Bear Quarter road, reports 1 private (Albert $8. Nutt) killed 
and 1 (Joel Hulse) wounded, both of the Ninth New Jersey Volun- 
teers. Total casualties up to March 2, instant, 1 killed, 1 wounded, 
and 7% missing, with 13 horses. On the morning of that day the 
general assumed commiand in person. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

: M. B. SMITH, 

Lieutenant-Oolonel, Commanding Post Deep Creek. 


Capt. W. H. ABEL, ___ ; 
: Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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‘FEBRUARY 29-MARCH 5, 1864, Expedition to Petersburg and destruc- 
tion of Saltpeter-Works near Franklin, W. Va. 


Report of Lieut. Col. Augustus I. Root, Fifteenth New York Cav- 


alry. : 
Hpgrs. FirreentH Recot. NEw YorRK VOL. CAV.; 
Camp near Burlington, W. Va., March 8, 1864. 
Str: I have the honor to report to you, for the information of the 
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colonel commanding, that in obedience to an order received from _ 


division headquarters on the 28th day of February, 1864, I moved 
with my command, 400 strong, at 8 p. m., on the 29th ultimo, toward 
Petersburg, W. Va., and arrived there at daylight on the 1st instant, 
meeting with no opposition and finding no enemy there. I strongly 
picketed all approaches to the place, and camped my command in 


- aravine about 1 mile from town. 


During the day I directed the detached portions of the command 


' that had reported to me to take three days’ rations in haversacks 


and two days’ forage for animals on the horses, and be prepared to 


move at 8 p.m. One of the wagons of my command containing | 


supplies not coming up I could only take two days’ rations for men 
and animals for the Fifteenth New York Cavalry. The command 
that I had been informed would report to me at Petersburg on the 
1st instant to take charge of my wagons did not arrive until 8 p. m. 
Before I could have formed the command, drawn in my pickets, 
and crossed the river, it would have been 2 o’clock, and from the bad 
condition of the roads it would have been impossible for me to have 


reached Franklin at daylight on the 2d instant, and owing to the | 


snow-storm of the previous twenty-four hours my men and animals 
had been unable to obtain any rest, and upon the suggestion of Cap- 
tain Pease, of your staff, | decided not to move until the evening of 
the 2d instant. ‘ie 
At 7 p. m., on the 2d, I moved forward and arrived at Franklin a 
little after daylight on the 3d. Finding no enemy there I moved 
forward, with one squadron, to the saltpeter-works, 4 miles south of 


the town, and completely destroyed the buildings and all the mate- 


rials for carrying on the works. : 

Being satisfied from the information that had been obtained that 
there was no force of the enemy in the Crab Bottom country, and 
learning that the enemy’s forces had been ordered to concentrate on 


- the South Fork, I decided to move directly to Circleville, distant 15 


miles. I left Franklin at 3 p. m., crossed the North Mountain, and 
reached Circleville at 7 p. m., and camped. Moved forward at day- 


light down the North Fork. Near evening I received information — 
from a citizen (Mr. Carr) that a part of the force left in charge of - 


my train at Petersburg had been captured and the balance of it had 
fallen back. I pushed forward and took up a position at the junc- 


tion of the Greenland and North Fork roads, arriving there at 3 i 


a.m. of the 5th, having marched 37 miles. 

In the mean time I had sent Lieutenant Gibson, of the Ringgold 
Cavalry, with 10 men to ascertain what force (if any) of the enemy 
were in my front. I received a report from him at daylight, that he 


had been into Petersburg and there was no force there. I imme- 


diately moved forward, arrivingthere at 12m. Finding no rations 


or forage there for my command I decided to move at once to Bur- — 


lington, where I arrived at 11 p. m. 
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' : , / 
My command has marched, since leaving camp, 172 miles over a 


_ very rough road, and for two days with but little subsistence, the 


country being entirely destitute of anything but hay. My loss in 
material, from examination, has been 12 horses. The 6-mule wagon 
that accompanied the command was precipitated down a precipice 


and destroyed. From 2 prisoners that were captured I received in- 
_ formation that on the day of my arrival in Franklin the enrolling 


officer for the Confederate Government, with a provost guard, was 


_ to have arrived there, and the men that had been conscripted. were 


the ist instant, with 33 men, and was joined by Lieutenant Denny. ~ 


ordered to report there on that day. My arrival was very oppor- 
tune, and the destruction of the saltpeter-works must have been a 
loss to the Confederate Government of $8,000 or $10,000. 

_I desire to express my sincere thanks to Lieutenants McKenzie 


and Nugent, of the staff of the colonel commanding, and Lieuten- 


t 


ant Gibson, of the Ringgold Cavalry, for the prompt and efficient ' 
“mnanner in which they performed all the duties assigned to them, but 


I would particularly request that Lieutenant Crago, of the Ring- 


gold Battalion, will not be again assigned to any command under me. | 


To Captain Pease I am under special obligations for his assistance 
in the general movements of the command. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, — 


A. I. ROOT, 
Ineut. Col., Comdg. Fifteenth New York Vol. Cavalry. 
Lieut. M. J. RUSSELL, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MARCH ‘3; 1864,—Skirmish near Petersburg, W. Va. 


Report of Col. Daniel D. Johnson, Fourteenth West Virginia 
Infantry, commanding Second Brigade, Second Division, Depart- 
ment of West Virginia. : 

HDQRS. Second BRIGADE, SECOND DIVISION, 
New Creek, W. Va., March 12, 1864. 
LIEUTENANT: In obedience to an order of the colonel command- 
ing division, dated February 28, 1864, I directed Captain -Work, 
commanding detachment of the Ringgold Battalion Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Cavalry, at Greenland Gap, to move with his entire avail- 


abla force on the 1st day of March into Petersburg, W. Va., there to ° 


remain as a guard for the supply train of the Fifteenth New York 
Cavalry. Captain Work arrived at Petersburg on the evening of 


with 27 men on the evening of the 2d instant. On the 3d instant 
Captain Work sent Lieutenant Denny and 27 men to scout in the 
direction of Moorefield. They came in contact with a small force of 
the enemy about 8 miles from Petersburg and charged upon them, 
and drove them back a short distance, when the enemy was re- 
enforced and attacked Lieutenant Denny in overwhelming force, 
compelling him to retreat. Captain Work reports our loss in this 
skirmish, 7 men missing and 13 horses and equipments captured. 


‘The enemy’s loss is 2 horses killed and 2 men severely wounded. 


On the, evening of the 3d instant Captain Work, deeming his 
position unsafe, fell back toward Greenland Gap, a distance of 5 


‘miles, where he bivouacked for the night. On the morning of the 


4th instant he returned to Petersburg, and discovering the enemy 
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close to the town he ordered the train to Greenland Gap, and in the 


evening fell back again to his camp of the previous night. On 


the 5th instant the Fifteenth New York Cavalry returned through 


Petersburg, W. Va., and Captain Work returned to his camp at 
Greenland Gap. 
; Very respectfully, 

D. D.. JOHNSON, 
a Colonel. 
‘Lieut. M. J. RUSSELL, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MARCH 4-5, 1864,.—Demonstration on Portsmouth, Va. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Charles A. Heckman, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS U. S. ForczEs, 
Near Portsmouth, Va., March 8, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 4th instant the com- 


- manding officer at the outpost—Bernard’s Mills—reported the enemy 


advancing from the village of Suffolk in force, their line of skir- 


4 
r. 
; 
; 
; 
: 


ot an 


mishers presenting a formidable front for my necessarily small force — 


at that post. A 

_ LTimmediately sent the Twenty-third Massachusetts and one sec- 

tion of 3-inch guns to his support, and went to the front to ascertain 

fully the state of affairs. I found that they had established a strong 

line of pickets just without riflerange. Having placed to the best ad-_ 
vantage the small force at hand, Iasked for the Twenty-seventh Massa- 

chusetts, which was promptly sent me and made use of. Information 

received from deserters and others deterred me from attacking, of | 
which you were duly informed. On receiving your telegram, in- 


' forming me that re-enforcements were on the way, I immediately 


returned to headquarters, leaving the advance in command of Col- 
onel Elwell, Twenty-third Massachusetts, to make the proper dispo- 


sitions of the troops as they arrived. Brigadier-General Birney was 


sent forward to the front with one of his regiments—the Seventh. 


’ Colonel Duncan was assigned to ‘the command at Bowers’ Hili, one 


of his regiments, the Fifth, having re-enforced that post, a most im- 
portant point in case of an attack on our main position. 

On Sunday morning General Kilpatrick arrived, and finally offered 
the services of himself and command. Sunday afternoon, received 


— intelligence that the enemy were retiring. I immediately proceeded 
to the front, and with the Second U. 8. Colored Cavalry (Colonel 


Cole) started in pursuit. From all the information that could be 
obtained from prisoners and others, I learned that the enemy com- 
menced retiring about 12 o’clock Saturday night, evidently frightened 
away by the firing from the admiral’s gun-boats. I followed them 
about 8 miles beyond Suffolk, toward the Blackwater, thoroughly 
scouring all the roads for miles, and am satisfied they are beyond 
the Blackwater. General Ransom was below Sandy Cross at last 
accounts, making for the Blackwater. As soon as the demonstration 
was made in front I ordered the Tenth New Hampshire to re-enforce 
Colonel Roberts in the District of Currituck, who kept his cavalry 


constantly at work scouring the country, and reports the canal navi- 


gable, and that it has not been interfered with during the recent 
visit of the enemy. | ; 
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_ Colonel Roberts is untiring in his efforts to free his district from 
guerrillas and the enemy, and has matters in much better condition 


_ than they have been heretofore. Colonel Keese, of the One hundred 


and eighteenth New York, commanding outpost near Deep Creek, 


has also been vigilant and active with his command. The country 


is thoroughly patrolled, and reconnaissances are made frequently. 
Detachments are now out from both Roberts’ and Keese’s commands. 


_ Their reports I will forward as soon as they arrive. 


Immediately upon my arrival at the front yesterday, and finding. 


_ the enemy had retired, I at once relieved General Birney and his 
_ regiments stationed there, and they have returned. The enemy have 
| disappeared entirely and all is quiet. 


HECKMAN, 
Brigadier-General. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Maj. R. S. Davis, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MARCH 5, 1864,—Raid on the Eastern Shore of Virginia. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Capt.. Robert E. Duvall, Purnell Legion Maryland Cavalry. 
No. 2.—Capt. Thaddeus Fitzhugh, Fifth Virginia Cavalry. 


‘No. 1. 


Report of Capt. Robert EF. Duvall, Purnell Legion Maryland Cav- 
alry. 


EASTVILLE, VA., March 7, 1864. 

Magor: I have the honor respectfully to report that at daybreak 
upon the morning of the 5th instant my guard at Cherrystone was 
attacked by a band of guerrillas, numbering from 40 to 50 men, 
commanded by Captain Fitzhugh, of the rebel cavalry. The guard, 
numbering 8 men, in charge of Corporal Ozmon, was overpowered 
and captured, with the exception of 2, who were on guard over the 
telegraph box, 14 miles distant. The rebels destroyed commissary 
stores to the amount of about $2,000, the guard-house, the telegraph 
instrument and apparatus at Cherrystone; killed and wounded 8 
horses; seized and bonded the steamer Iolas, at that time lying near 
the Cherrystone wharf, and captured and escaped in the Govern- 


ment steam-tug Titan. 


_ As soon as information reached me at Hastville, I proceeded with 
all possible dispatch to Cherrystone with all the available men at my 
command, but the guerrillas were just leaving the wharf as I reached 
there, and having no available boat at my command I was unable to 
intercept them. 

From information received Iam satisfied that the rebels came from 
Mathews County, Va., and they have doubtless returned to the 
neighborhood of Mob Jack Bay. 

Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
a R. -E. DUVALL, 
Captain, Commanding Post. 

Maj. R. 8S. Davis, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Highteenth Army Corps. 


“w 


Marchant. 


. Respectfully forwarded. 
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Report of Capt. Thaddeus Fitzhugh, Fifth Virginia Cavalry. 
STEAMER TITAN, | 

Piankatank River, March 5, 1864. 
Str: I have the honor to report that T have just returned from an 
expedition across the Chesapeake Bay to Cherrystone, Northampton 
County, Va., where I captured the entire guard (cavalry), with their 
horses, arms, &c., and a large supply of subsistence stores, consist- 


ing of a large supply of army bread, 600 barrels of pork and bacon, 
__and as many barrels of flour, rice, molasses, beans, sugar, coffee, &c. ; 
also 9 army coats and several army cooking stoves, all of which I 


had to. destroy by burning, not having the force or time sufficient to 
put on board the following vessels, which I afterward captured, 


* viz: The steamers Iolas and Titan and a large’schooner, with their | 


entire crews. I sunk the schooner, bonded the Iolas, and brought 


_ the Titan safely across the bay into this river. I cut the submarine 


telegraph cable and destroyed the machinery and captured the oper- 


- ator, whom, together with crew of the Iolas, I paroled, not having 
_ the force sufficient to guard the prisoners and work the boat across 
~ the bay. All this I accomplished with 13 men of my company, as- 
sisted by Messrs. Maxwell and Burley, acting masters, C. 8S. Navy, ° 


who acted gallantly and were of great value to the success of the 
expedition. All of my men acted nobly, particularly Sergeant. 


pay as Ts FITZHUGH, 
Capt. Co. F, Fifth Va. Cav., Lomax’s Brig. 
Major-General LEE. 
{First indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS LER’s CAVALRY DIVISION, 
March 27, 1864. 


_ Captain Fitzhugh deserves credit for this affair, particularly as his 

men were on furlough at the time of its inception. 

; FITZHUGH LEE, 
Major-General, 

[Second indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
March 30, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

Capt. Thad. Fitzhugh deserves great credit for his bold enter- 


prise, consummate skill, and extraordinary success, his bold fol- 


lowers demonstrating that the efficiency of the cavalry of this army 
is not limited to dry land. A portion of the same regiment aided in 
the capture of the Sateflite, &c., last year at Rappahannock. 
JE. B. STLUART fs 
) Major-General. 


(Third indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS, April 1, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded for information of War Department. 


Captain Fitzhugh, the naval officers, and the whole party deserve, 


great credit for the success of their bold expedition. 
R. E. LER, 


General. 
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_ MARCH 6, 1864.Skirmish at Snickersville, Va. 


REPORTS. 


| No. 1.—Maj. Charles A. Wells, First New York Veteran Cavalry. 
_ No. 2.—Capt. John J. Carter, First New York Veteran Cavalry. 


NO. 2% 
Report of Maj. Charles A. Wells, First New York Veteran Cavalry. 


_ HEADQUARTERS First NEw YorRK CAVALRY, 
Camp Sullivan, Halltown, Va., March 7, 1864.» 


_ Str: In obedience to orders from General Sullivan ‘‘to find out 


whether the enemy were about to cross at the Point of Rocks,” I | 
marched to Waterford Saturday afternoon, which place I reached at 
| midnight. 


At Hillsborough I left one company, Captain Carter, to guard my | 
rear, which was strengthened at daylight by another company, 
Captain Cooley’s (who had been searching houses in the vicinity of 


_ Purcellville during the night for furloughed soldiers, securing 1 of 
 White’s battalion. who had been turned over to Captain Leavitt, 
_ provost-marshal of Halltown, and 2 horses), making a force of 90 men: 
at that place. I ordered Captain Carter to send a detachment at — 


daylight to Purcellville to remain there until further orders. 
_ I bivouacked at Waterford that night, and in the. morning sent a 


force of 60 men, under Captain Banks, to Leesburg, but was unable © — 
to find the enemy in that vicinity, and I then ordered them to pro- . 


ceed down the Leesburg pike to Purcellville, and then cross to Hills- 


| borough, bringing the detachment of 20 men I ordered there with 


them. 
IT remained at Waterford until 1 p. m., and then marched to Hills- 


_ borough, arriving there at 3 p.m. I there learned that the detach- 
ment sent out by Captain Carter to Purcellville had, by mistake, 
» gone to Snickersville, where they had a fight with about 32 of the 


enemy, who killed and captured the party, the details of which will 


be found in the accompanying report of Captain Carter; that he 
had started out with the balance of his men, had joined Captain 


Banks’ company at Purcellville, and gone in pursuit of the enemy. 
I halted my command until they returned at 8 p. m., sending a party 


to destroy the distillery as you ordered (a report of which has been 
' forwarded), and then camped for the night, leaving there at 8 o’clock | 


this morning. From all information I could gather, there had been 


no organized force of the enemy in the vicinity of Leesburg for 
| three weeks. ‘ ; 


-I wish to bring before you the fact that only a few of our carbines 
(Staun’s) can be relied upon, as shown in Captain Carter’s report, 


_and as I have noticed in trying them at target practice, and would ° 


respectfully recommend that a change of arm be made to one that 


can be relied upon and give the men their old confidence. 


‘Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. A. WELLS, 
Major First New York Veteran Cav., Comdg. Detachment. 
Captain Boonr, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Ber ois 
rice 


4 j i ; is ae in 240 
~ 4 ne } jah Re iy * 


CY 


234 OPERATIONS IN N. ©, VA. W. VA. MD., AND PA. LORAs, EUV 


No. 2. Br aes : 


Report of Capt. John J. Carter, First New York Veteran Cavairy. 


Hpgrs. First VETERAN CAv., NEW YORK VOLUNTEERS, ' 
Camp Sullivan, near Halltown, Va., March 7, 1864. 
Str: Lhave the honor herewith to report that, in obedience to 
orders received from headquarters First New. York Veteran Cav- 
alry, I-proceeded with 60 men of my company (D), on the afternoon 


of the 5th instant, on an-expedition through Loudoun Valley, Va.. 


said expedition being commanded by you (Major Wells). _Reach- 
ing Hillsborough about 10 p. m. on the night of the 5th instant, 


I received orders from you to hold the town (Hillsborough) with ~ 


my command that night, the 5th, and that some time before morn- 
ing I would be re-enforced by the command of Captain Cooley, who 
was about to start for Purcellville. I was further ordered by you to 
send 20 good men, under charge of a non-commissioned officer, to 
Purcellville on the morning of the 6th instant, say at 8 a. m., said 
party to picket the town until the command should return from 
‘Waterford, where you (Major Wells) was about to start, unless they 
saw a force of the enemy, when they were to remain until the object 
of the expedition would be accomplished. In obedience to those 
orders, I sent 4 corporals and 17 privates, all under the charge of 
my orderly sergeant, Alfred H, Cain, with the orders as heretofore 
mentioned, and giving him directions concerning the roads, &e. 
The party started and all seemed well until about 2 p. m. of the 
6th instant, when 3 of my men who had gone with the party in 
question came to camp and informed me that all the party sent out 
by -you on that morning were either killed or captured except the 3 
just returned, and also informed me that this had taken place at 
Snickersville. I immediately resolved to ascertain the truth of the 
matter, and at once started with 35of my company for Snickersville, 
leaving Captain Cooley’s command at Hillsborough to hold it. I 
had not gone more than 3 to 34 miles before I met Captain Banks, 
of this regiment, and a part of your (Major Wells’) command, and 
upon stating to him (Captain Banks) the object of my visit to Snick- 
ersville, he kindly volunteered with his command to go with me. I 
proceeded to Snickersville as fast as possible, nothing having trans- 
pired worthy of comment, and meeting but 2 of the eremy, one of 
which Alfred Crammer, Company B, First New York Veteran Cay- 


alry, shot, and the other succeeded in making good his escape to the 


' mountains. 
On reaching Snickersville I found that 4 of my men were shot 
dead, 2 wounded, and that 10 were ‘taken prisoners, while there were 
3 missing whom I coyld not receive any account of, as they had 
taken the Leesburg pike, followed by a party of the enemy’s cavalry, 
~ who at the latest accounts had not succeeded in capturing them. “I 
found the orderly sergeant (he who commanded the party) at one of 
the houses badly wounded in the left hip and breast. I made such 
inquiries as was possible of him, and afterwards of the citizens, and 
all agreed to the following: i 
About 11.30 a. m. a party of cavalry (my men) came into Snick- 
- ersville and immediately threw out pickets on the various approaches 
leading to the town, Then one-half of the party fed their horses 
while the rest remained ready to act. After remaining here about 
one-half hour, the picket in the gap (Snicker’s) gave the alarm 


J 
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that a party of rebels, about 18 or 20, were coming, upon which 
‘information the whole command was drawn up in line to await their 
coming, taking care that everything was in readiness to give them 

a good reception. : 

They remained in this manner some ten mintites, when a party 
(afterward ascertained to number 17 men) came charging down the 
road from the gap on the men drawn up in line. The sergeant in 
charge let them come within good carbine shot, when he gave the 
men orders to fire and immediately ordered a charge with drawn 
sabers, by which he succeeded in driving the enemy back into the 
gap; but hardly had he reached the rise of the hill when he found 
that another party (afterward ascertained to be 6 men) charged his 
rear, and on finding himself assailed both in front and rear he at 

_ once determined to cut his way through those in his rear and, if 
possible, reach Hillsborough ;' but on driving the party of 6 men 
through town the party who first came from the gap once more | 
charged him, and a third party (afterward ascertained 8 men) came 
from the right of the town, and all concentrated their fire on the 
little party, who now became reduced by the loss of 3 killed in the 
first and second charges, but determined to: either die or conquer 
(say the citizens of Snickersville). They fought on with nothing 
but the saber; while the enemy had 2 to their 1 and each man 
being armed with two revolvers and many with carbines. Then, 
to recapitulate, .22 of my men were assailed (according to the best 
information) by 32 of the enemy armed with two revolvers and a 
saber each, while to complete their armament quite a number were 

- armed with good carbines, while my men had but two revolvers in 

the whole command and without a carbine that was good for any- 
thing. To illustrate, in the first volley out of seventeen carbines, 
that there were in line and tried to be fired only four went off, 
although they were carefully loaded on the ground while awaiting 
the attack. 

The casualties caused by these four shots to the enemy were as 
follows : Three saddles were emptied and 1 horse shot. My inform- 
ants (the inhabitants) could or would not tell me whether the men 
were killed or not who were thus thrown from their saddles, but 

I afterward ascertained from a negro that 3 men were carried up 
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the mountain, he thought dead. One*was carried into a house badly, 


if not mortally, wounded, thus making a loss to the enemy of 3 (sup- 

posed to be) killed and 1 wounded, while the loss sustained by my 

men was 4 killed (1 of whom was said to have been killed after sur- 

rendering), 2 wounded, 10 prisoners, and 3 missing, making in all 19 

' men,-horses, and equipments complete. Two horses and equipments 

were afterward picked up by command of Captain Banks and turned 

- over to me, making the total loss of horses and horse equipments 

- 17, 3 of which horses were killed in the streefs of Snickersville and 

3 or 4 others badly wounded, which were taken off by the enemy. I 

lost otherwise 19 sabers and belts, 19 carbines complete, and 3 revolv- 
ers, which my men borrowed before starting out. Kae 

After gaining all the information possible, and providing for the 

wounded of my company, I took the bodies of my men who were 

. killed and returned to Hillsborough, where I reported to you (Major 

Wells) on the night of the 6th instant at 10 p. m., nothing having 

transpired more than is herein mentioned. 
~ To conclude, I would commend to your notice Orderly Sergt. Alfred 
__H. Cain, who, although going contrary to orders (in my opinion not 


x 


$ 


236 OPERATIONS INN; C., VA., W. VA. MD., AND PA. (GuAp. XLV, 7 


aN intentionally, however, for on reaching the Leesburg pike he did not 


find a sufficient collection of houses to warrant him, he says, that that | 


was Purcellville), yet behaved himself so well and handled his men 
with such skill and confidence all through the action, overpowered 
by numbers and badly wounded himself, that he deserves the com- 
méndation of his commanding officers, and I would respectfully re- 
quest that he be mentioned in your report as one who acted particu- 
larly gallant and handled his men with the ability of an officer higher 
inrank. In short, I would commend ali the brave men who so nobly 
fought and nobly died while in the performance of their duty. The 
following is the list* of casualties. 
 Allof which is respectfully submitted. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

‘ JOHN J. CARTER, 
Captain, Commanding Company D,. 
Maj. CHARLES A. WELLS, . 

First New York Veteran Cavalry. 


[Indorsement. ] i 


Hpgrs. First Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
March 10, 1864. 
.The within report is respectfully forwarded. 


Attention is called to the facts that the enemy were but little . 


stronger than our own forces; that from reliable information our 
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men were at their meals when first surprised, and that their being | 


at Snickersville was in diréct violation of orders. : 
; edt C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


MARCH 9, 1864,—Skirmish near Greenwich, Va. 


Report of Maj. George F. McCabe, Thirteenth Pennsylvania Cav- | 


alry. 


~Hpgrs. DETACHMENT 13TH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY, 
March 10, 1864. 

LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report that the party who made 
the attack on the detachment Thirteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry yes- 
 terday, 9th March, 1864, consisted of 40 men, under command of 
_ Mosby in person. I came up to him at Buckland Mills about 3.30 
p. m. yesterday, and at once charged him. His command broke 
when I was a pistol-shot from him. I continued after him and ran 
his party through Thoroughfare Gap and on to his camp at Plains 
Station on the Manassas Gap road. Ifound his command encamped 
at that place in Sibley and shelter tents. He got his whole com- 
mand in line, dismounted, behind a stone fence at that place, and I 
did not have men enough to attack him in his camp. I drove him 
so hard yesterday as to compel him to release 2 men he had captured 
and they cut off their overcoats and blankets from their saddles go as 
to be lighter mounted, that they could get away. I do not think that 
there are more than 100 men in the camp at Plains Station, but I be- 


* Nominal list (omitted) shows 4 killed, 2 wounded, and 13 missing. 
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move he ¢ can raise 500 men in a very short time. There would be no 
trouble to hem his camp in by parties going from A este and 
_ this place. 
~ Your obedient servant, 
F. McCABE, Y 

Ae Major Thirteenth Penns ylvania Cavalrr Y. 
- Lieutenant SwAn, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Div., Fifth Army Corps. 


[First indorsement. | 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND Division, FirrH Corps, 


March 10, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded. 


This party was sent out to re-enforce one sent fom Bristoe, which 
was being roughly handled. 
R. B. AYRES, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
[Second indorsement.] ~* 


HEADQUARTERS FirtH ARMY CORPS, 
March 11, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded for the information of the major-general : 
commanding Army of the Potomac. 
GEO. SYKKS, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


ADDENDA * 


} March 9, a scout of 40 men, under the command of Lieutenant 
_ White, was attacked ‘by the enemy in the vicinity of Greenwich. 
The party making the attack was composed of the Fourth Virginia 
Cavalry, Chincapin Rangers, and a detachment of Mosby’s command. 
The casualties numbered 9, all taken prisoners ; 4 wounded, now in 
hospital at Washington, D.C 


MARCH 9, 1864,—Skirmish near Suffolk, Va. 


RHPORTS. 


No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, U.S. Army. 

, , No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Charles A. Heckman, U.S. Army. 

_ No. 3.—Col. George W. Cole, Second U. 8. Colored Cavalry. 
No. 4.—Brig.Gen. Matthew W. Ransom, C. S. Army. 


INO, jh 
Report of Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, U. S. Army. 


Fort Monror, March 12, 1864. 
me se (Received 4,10 pia ay 


Cole’ 8 HO (Second United States) had a skirmish the day be- 


fore yesterday with the enemy near Suffolk. While making a 


reconnaissance they came upon Ransom’ 8 brigade, consisti ing of four 


- *From return of Second Brigade; Second Division, Cav. alry Corps, for March, 
1864, 
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regiments of infantry, four pieces of artillery, and 300 cavalry. The 


enemy made a charge with their cavalry upon two-squadrons of 


Cole’s, and were handsomely repulsed with large loss (with a lossof 


some 60). The charge brought the colored soldiers into hand-to-hand 


- fight with the rebels, and the enthusiastic testimony of their officers 


is that they behaved with the utmost courage, coolness, and daring. 


Iam perfectly satisfied with my negro cavalry. _ 


BENS, F.. BUTLER, 
» Major-General, 
Hon. E. M. STANTON. 


. No. 2. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Charles A. Heckman, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS U. 8. FORCEs, 
Near Portsmouth, Va., March 12, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 9th 
instant Colonel Cole, commanding Second U. 8S. Colored Cavalry, 
made a reconnaissance beyond Suffolk, examining the different roads. 
A short distance from town the enemy were met in force and a brisk 
skirmish ensued. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Pond, with a portion of the regiment, being on 
the Somerset road, Colonel Cole with his command held the enemy 
in check until Colonel Pond’s return, which was only done by most 
obstinate fighting, the enemy using infantry, artillery, and cavalry. 
After the return of Colonel Pond, finding the enemy in great foree, 
Colonel Cole retired with his command, which he did in good order. 
As soon as the attack was made on Colonel Cole’s command, re-en- 
forcements were immediately sent forward, expecting the enemy 
would advance, and resolved to fight them at Bowers’ Hill, to which 
point the re-enforcements were sent. The enemy, however, advanced 


no farther than Bernard’s Mills, where they either destroyed or 


carried off the camp and garrison equipage of the three companies 
of the One hundred and eighteenth New York Volunteers. | 

I think the object of the enemy was to capture Cole’s cavalry, in 
which they failed most decidedly. Never did soldiers display more 
bravery, nor officers more coolness and courage, than that displayed 
by Colonel Cole’s command. Almost entirely surrounded by ten 
times their number, they fought their way out, losing no prisoners 
or horses except those that were killed. 

Our loss in the engagement was as follows.* 

A majority of the missing will doubtless come in, as most of them 
are men whose horses were shot, and the men ran into the swamp 
and will find their way in. The loss of the enemy was much greater 
than ours, The enemy have retired, and the outpost again estab- 
lished at Bernard’s Mills. The commanding officer of the enemy’s 
cavalry was killed by Colonel Cole. He fell dead from his horse. 
The missing men reported above are coming in constantly. The 
force of the enemy is reported to be Ransom’s brigade (five regi- 
ments of infantry), two regiments of Clingman’s brigade, two regi- 
ments of cavalry, and eighteen pieces of artillery. — 


ea ee CG a CRY ae UA Bt, ar UO ke emu rn = 
i Nominal list (omitted) reports 5 men killed, 2 officers and 2. men wounded, and 
13 men missing. " 
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-_ Cole’s cavalry whipped the enemy in every charge they made, and 
did not retire until the enemy brought their artillery and infantry 
Into action against him. 

'- Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
\ C. A. HECKMAN, 


Brigadier-General. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 
) Commanding, &e. 


No. 3. ; 
Report of Col. George W. Cole, Second U.S. Colored Cavalry. 


Bowers’ Hin, March 14, 1864. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the return of all the men 
who took to the swamps when their horses were shot, except 2, as 
well as 1 (George Ames, Company K) reported killed. I saw his 
horse blown up by a shell, and he under it, as I supposed, killed. 
He crawled out and took the swamp, hiding his arms, as did two 
others when too hard pressed. These arms we can recover. 

The list now, stands: Six killed and 1 since dead, 2 (Jacob Parker, 
Company K, and Amos Nelson, Company A) missing, not yet come - 
in. Killed and missing, 8; wounded, 2 officers and 5 men ; Lieuten- 
ant Van Lew since dead. 

From the report of fugitives I am sure I underestimated the rebel 
loss very much. Iam certain that it will exceed 50. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
G. W. COLE, 
Oolonel Second U. S. Colored Cavalry. 


Brig. Gen. C. A. HECKMAN, | 
Commanding, &e. 


INOW 4 


Report of Brig. Gen. Matthew W. Ransom, O. S. Army. 


PETERSBURG, March 10, 1864. 

The following dispatch just received : 
. HEADQUARTERS, 

Suffolk, March 9, 1864 (via Weldon,’ 10th). 


The enemy occupied Suffolk in force on Sunday. We attacked them to-day, and 
- after a short struggle drove them in a rout out of the town, killing a number, captur- 
_ing one piece of artillery and a large quantity of commissary and quartermaster’s 
stores. The enemy are flying to Portsmouth, burning bridges and leaving every- 
thing behind. We pursued beyond Bernard’s Mills. Kilpatrick, Berry, and Heck- 
man are at Portsmouth ; if they re-enforce and attack me I shall call on Jordan at 


Ivor if necessary. 
M. W. RANSOM, 
Brigadier-General. . 
G. E. PICKETT, 
Major-General. 
General S. COOPER, 
, Adjutant and Inspector General. * 
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eee No. '1.—Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, U.S. Army, commanding Department of Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina. 
.—Brig. Gen. Isaac J. Wistar, U. S. Army, commanding expedition. 
.—Col. Benjamin F. Onderdonk, First New York Mounted Rifles. 
.—Abstract from Record of Events on return of U.S. forces at Yorktown. 


_ No. 


ON No. 6.—Col. Richard L. T. Beale, Ninth Virginia Cavalry. 
. No. 1. 
Report of Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, U. S. Army, command- 


While waiting for transportation I sent a 


p 
No. 3 
4 


. 5.—Brig. Gen. Judson Kilpatrick, U.S. Army. 


ing Department of Virginia and North Carolina. 


Fort Monroek, March 12, 1864. 


=> 


‘ 


(Received 4.30 p. m.) 
portion of Kilpatrick’s 


Ks j cavalry, with a portion of Colonels Onderdonk and Spear’s cavalry 


‘from my own command, up to King and Queen Court-House, to deal 
with those citizens who, claiming to be non-combatants when any 
force of ours is there. yet turned out and ambushed Dahlgren. Gen- 
eral Kilpatrick sent forward Colonel Onderdonk’s command, who 


report that the Fifth and Ninth Virginia Cavalry, with citizens, 


“ak prisoners. 


amounting to about 1,200 in all, were driven from their camp near 
- Carlton’s Store, their camp taken, a number killed, and 20 taken 
The enemy were also driven from the Court-House, and a 


Pane large amount of grain and a mill belonging to the Ninth Cavalry, 
| - and other store-houses, were burned. 


are. Hon. E. M. STantTon. 


BENJ. F. BUTLER, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


No. 2. 


expedition. 


HEADQUARTERS U.S. ForcEs, 


’ 


Report of Brig. Gen. Isaac J. Wistar, U. S. Army, commanding 


Yorktown, Va., March 13, 1864. 
Masor: I have the honor to report result of expedition to King 
-and Queen Court-House under my command : 
I moved with Duncan’s brigade and Colonel Kiddoo’s Twenty- 
second Regiment U. 8. Colored Troops, about 2,700 men in all, from - 
Yorktown in transports at 2 p. m.on Wednesday, 9th instant, arriv- 
ing.at Sheppard’s Landing, after grounding once or twice in York 


River, at 8.30 p.m. The transports were convoyed and guided by 
three navy gun-boats, under command of Lieutenant-Commander 


Babcock, U. 8. Navy, who also took positions to cover the landing, 


and was exceedingly active, careful, and efficient. 


The wharf was 


if 
ya ; 
< 
i 


{ 
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repaired and troops landed immediately, one regiment being pushed 
out 2 miles to the main road, which is nearly parallel with the river, 
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and the others bivouacked in line of battle, with pickets covering the 3 


flanks. Brigadier-General Kilpatrick had been dispatched with about 
700 of my cavalry, and as near as I can estimate (for he made me no 
report) about 400 of his men, with two sections of Hunt’s and one 
section of Belger’s batteries, from Gloucester Point, at 3 a. m. on 
the 9th, with orders to move by easy stages, and arrive and commu- 
nicate with me at daylight on the 10th, and not before, at Sheppard’s 
Landing. Major Wetherill with 200 of the Eleventh Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, of my command, had returned from near Sheppard’s on 
the 8th, and was followed all the way down, their rear annoyed by 


“small bodies of the rebel cavalry. My object in having my infantry 


i} 


in position in the main road twelve hours before the arrival of the 


cavalry was to intercept and capture these parties. General Kil- 
patrick committed the command of the cavalry force to Lieutenant- 


Colonel Preston, of his command, and went up himself on the gun- 


boat. 


_ On my arrival at Sheppard’s I learned that the cavalry under , 


Lieutenant-Colonel Preston had, contrary to my orders, pushed 
right through and arrived at that point some four or five hours 
before me, and were then bivouacked on the main road at the point 
where I had intended my infantry to intercept the rebel cavalry, 
retiring before his advance. Of course the rebels fell back without 


difficulty before them, and we captured none. I had no difficulty in ~ 


divining also that the movement of our cavalry was by this time 
well known above. Thinking it possible, however, that the rebels 
might be strong enough to make a stand at King and Queen Court- 
House, I directed General Kilpatrick to move with all the cavalry 
before daylight direct to that place, attack any enemy he might find 
or hear of there or anywhere within reasonable distance, destroy 
the court-house and public buildings, and particularly the ferry at 
Frazier’s, and rejoin me at the cross-roads, 6 miles below the Court- 
House, for which latter place I at the same time pushed with the 
infantry and artillery to support him. 

On arriving at the cross-roads at about 10 a. m., during a severe 


rain, I found General Kilpatrick and his cavalry at Plymouth, just _ 


beyond where he had halted with all his cavalry, sending forward 
my own cavalry, under Colonel Onderdonk, to execute my orders. 
Being disappointed in every way, I directed General Kilpatrick to 
move at once with his own cavalry direct to New Dragon bridge, 
and to send orders to Colonel Onderdonk to meet him there, and to 
find or make a crossing and push right on toward Middlesex, camp- 
ing 10 miles below Saluda the same evening. : 
Next day, the 11th, he was to explore thoroughly the whole penin- 
sula by detachments on all the roads, and returning rejoin me at 
Old Dragon bridge, where I would endeavor to have a bridge con- 
structed. The general accordingly moved forward with his force, 


I following closely with infantry and artillery. Upon arriving 


within about a mile of New Dragon I met the general returning, 


who informed me that the rain had raised that river so as to make 


crossing it impossible,.either by fording or bridging, and that he 
had therefore bivouacked his command. I also encamped, to make 
amore thorough examination of the ford, which I did at daylight 


on the 11th by my own personal escort, and by examining all the . 
- citizens and negroes I could find. The river was unfordable, and 


_ pbuilding a bridge would require half a day at least, besides a long 


corduroy over the swamp. 
16 R R—VOL XXXII 
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About daylight on the 11th I received from General Kilpatrick 
the report on same subject, which I have the honor to insert, as 
7S) ‘follows : 


Serbs hited eerie 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY EXPEDITION, : 

March: 11, 1864. 
_Brigadier-General WISTAR, : 
Commanding Expedition : 


itiaae - GrnzeRAL: Colonel Onderdonk and Lieutenant Whitaker, of my staff, have 
ee returned. Lieutenant Whitaker reports having met some 15 of the enemy at King 
and Queen Court-House yesterday. He drove them from the town and destroyed 
a large amount of government stores, consisting of grain and arms stored at that -— 
place. A company of rebel infantry was found stationed opposite Frazier’s Ferry. 
At 2p. m. Lieutenant Whitaker joined Colonel Onderdonk, who had been sentto 
_ attack the enemy at Carlton’s Store. The enemy, some 1,200 strong, was found 
~ encamped just beyond. The enemy was driven from his camp, his camp destroyed, 
several of the enemy killed and wounded, and 12 taken prisoners. Colonel Onder- 
donk pursued the enemy until dark, when orders reached him to return. | 

I had the honor to report to you yesterday the condition of my command, as well 

as my objections to further operations in the enemy’s country. It will take the 

: best part of a day to repair the bridge ; the stream cannot be forded, and with the 
vs ' roads in their present condition my command cannot make a long march, Iam 
ready to move, and await instructions. 

Very respectfully, 


J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General. 


Ie During the night of the 10th and 11th Colonel Onderdonk re- 
-. turned from the Court-House and Carlton’s Store. He charged and 
routed a small force at the former place, and destroyed the court- 
house, jail, and public buildings, but failed to capture the ferry-boat 
at Frazier’s, it having been removed to the other side of the Mat- 
-tapony and guarded by a company of rebel infantry, who were, of 
course, inaccessible. At Carlton’s Store Colonel Onderdonk found 
the Forty-second Battalion and Ninth Virginia Cavalry, with a por- 
tion of the Fifth Virginia and some armed citizens, which force is 
said by prisoners to be about 1,200 strong. He charged, dispersed, 
and chased, killing, wounding, and capturing a number, till recalled | 
by an order which there reached him from General Kilpatrick. 
I have the honor to inclose Colonel Onderdonk’s report, and also 


* that of Captain Reynolds, commanding detachment of Eleventh 
».. Pennsylvania Cavalry,* 

ty: During the night of the 11th General Kilpatrick sent his aide to 
 * me, stating his objections to any further attempts to cross the 


Dragon, founded on the difficulty of the stream, the jaded state of 
iy his horses, the horrible condition of the roads, and the continued 
. vain. I therefore directed him to proceed with the cavalry down to 
ni the Old Dragon crossing, and make a thorough reconnaissance of — 
‘i the river, I following with the infantry. Three miles above that 
point I met a party returning with the following dispatch from him: 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY EXPEDITION, 
| March 11, 1864, 
Brigadier-General WISTAR : 

GENERAL: The river cannot be forded. It will take several hours to bridge it. 
Two bridges will have to be constructed. But little forage here. 

Very respectfully, 
See J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry. 


* Reynolds’ report not found, 
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Friday the river was rapidly rising. I directed him to proceed 


_ directly to Yorktown and followed myself with the infantry, ‘the 


latter arriving, after severe marches through the mud, on the night | 


of the 12th, with one day’s rations unexpended. I examined care- 
fully citizens, negroes, and others, and am satisfied the enemy have 
no force between the Piankatank and the Rappahannock. If, how- 


ever, it is deemed desirable to visit that section, I respectfully state _ 


my judgment that it should be done by landing infantry in boats 


on the Rappahannock and re-embarking them at the point of the | 


peninsula at a place previously selected for the purpose by a naval — 


reconnaissance ; at the same time scouring the country hence to 
Carlton’s Store with cavalry from Gloucester Point. I can do it at 
any time when desired. The Dragon is a swampy, muddy, and diffi- 
cult stream almost all the way to its head. It lies in dense woods, 


with clayey banks, and all the bridges are destroyed. Little or no 


forage is to be had for some miles from its banks. 


My command captured some 50 odd prisoners, more than half of | ees 
whom were citizens. The latter were generally turned in on the 


road by the cavalry under General Kilpatrick, without descriptive | 


rolls or statements. The general had departed for Washington be-— 
fore my return, leaving no report for me, and I have no knowledge _ 


whatever of the grounds of their detention. Iam therefore obliged 
to forward them without further explanation. 
I have the honor to be, major, with great respect, your obedient 


servant, 
I. J. WISTAR, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. R. S. Davis, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


: No. 8. 


h 


Report of Col. Benjamin F. Onderdonk, First New York Mounted . 


Rifles. 


HEADQUARTERS MOUNTED RIFLES, 
Williamsburg, Va., March 12, 1864. 


CaprTaIn: Pursuant to orders from the brigadier-general com- 
manding, I havethe honor to report the part taken by my command 
in the late expedition: —_. 

At 5.30 p. m. on the 8th instant, by order of Colonel West, I sent 
to Yorktown all my available men (five troops), the balance being 


- out scouting. At 6 p.m. received orders from Col. S. P. Spear, 


commanding Cavalry Brigade, to send the men just returned with 
one day’s forage and four days’ rations, this comprising the whole 


‘regiment under my immediate command. I went with them. On 


reporting at Yorktown to Colonel Spear, commanding Cavalry Bri- 
gade, he placed me in command of the Eleventh Regiment Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteer Cavalry and First New York Mounted Rifles, with 
orders to report at Gloucester Point with my command to the senior 
officer commanding the Potomac cavalry. After reporting to him, 
took up line of march, Mounted Rifles in advance, at 3 a. m. 9th 
instant. toward Sheppard’s warehouse ; reached the point at which 
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the command was ordered to bivouac, within 2 miles of the ware- 
house, at 5.30 p. m., sending patrols to the river to report the arrival 
\ of the gun-boats and transports. 
neha On the 10th, at 4.30 a. m., ordered by General Kilpatrick to take 
the advance and move toward King and Queen Court-House (the | 
Eleventh Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry in advance). Within 3 
«miles of Plymouth the advance guard met the picket of the enemy 
(1 man); pursued and captured him. Halted at the cross-roads within 
_ ¥ miles-of the Court-House and Carlton’s Store, and was directed_by 
General Kilpatrick to attempt the capture of the Forty-second Vir- 
ginia Battalion Cavalry, encamped_near thé store ; also to burn the 
court-house, jail, mill, and ferry at King and Queen Court-House. I 
detailed the Eleventh for the latter duty, with orders to join me at: 
- the store. Went myself withthe Mounted Rifles to attack the camp ; 
reached the store, captured the mail and a large package of official 
~ papers, and learned that the Ninth Virginia Cavalry was, in addi- 
‘tion to the Forty-second Battalion, with about 150 citizens, in full 
force in the vicinity awaiting us. I then halted to await the arrival 
of the Eleventh, deeming it unsafe to advance with my small force. 
. + During this time a citizen named Watson, mounted and armed, was 
- _-eaptured by my pickets. He was evidently on picket duty. _On the 
arrival of the Eleventh they again moved forward in the advance. 
As we approached the camp the rebels retired, until about 3 miles 
from the store they formed in line with a show of resistance, but 
fled in disorder when charged by a battalion of the Eleventh. We 
pursued them 2 miles, capturing 5 and wounding 3; the others dis-_ - 
persed in the woods and formed in our rear at the store. Returning, 
burned their camp, fine log quarters; moved left in front, met them 
at the store, from whence they were pursued by the advance guard of 
_~ the Mounted Rifles about 2 miles toward Saluda, capturing 5 and 
mortally wounding 1. We would have captured a large number~ 
a here, their horses being much fatigued, but an aide-de-camp metme 
Sat at the store, ordering me to move as rapidly as possible 9n the return 
route, and I was obliged to recall the charge. The prisoners at first 
reported the enemy’s force at from 1,000 to 1,200, but afterward said 
there were not more than 500. From information received from 
contrabands, I have every reason to believe the first statement cor- 
rect. The store was a tithe depot, and contained about 100 bushels 
of shelled corn and a large quantity of fodder. After taking what 
was necessary for my command I set fire to the buildings in which it 
was stored. Nothing more worthy of note occurred during the 


Bs By return route to Gloucester Point, where we arrived at 6 a. m. on the 
12th. I captured during the expedition 20 prisoners. Someof them 


were turned over to the Potomac cavalry ; the balance to the colored 
infantry. There were no casualties in my command. 

Captain Reynolds, commanding Eleventh Pennsylvania Volunteer 
Cavalry, and his officers and men are entitled to the highest praise 
for their gallant conduct in the charge. The Mounted. Rifles also 
behaved with their usual bravery. : 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient serv- 


ant, 
B. F. ONDERDONK, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Capt. 8. R. REYNOLDS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ine 
wy 
n 


LL eet) at eel tag ed Me So tte OT Rh ER” ne PPT ie ean ees as ws 


a “ U Peat’ 4 x si 


io as Sa LA ons 


Cuar. XLV.] EXPEDITION INTO KING AND QUEEN couNTY, vA. 245 — 


No. 4. 


‘ 


- Abstract from Record of Events on return of U.S. forces at York- 


town, Va., for March, 1864. 


March 9.—General Kilpatrick’s cavalry, with’ detachments from. 
Colonel Spear’s cavalry brigade and parts of Hunt’s and Belger’s 
batteries, marched from Gloucester Point toward King and Queen ~ 
Court-House. The same day the brigade of U. S. colored, troops 


and the Twenty-second Regiment U. S. Colored Troops moved 


by transports to Sheppard’s Landing, on the Mattapony River, 


where they effected a junction with General Kilpatrick, the whole © © 
expedition being under command of General Wistar. The nextday 


the cavalry pushed on to King and Queen Court-House, which was 
attacked, and a force of rebels, said to be 1,200 strong, routed by 700 
of the First New York Mounted Rifles and Eleventh Pennsylvania — 
ate under Colonel Onderdonk. The expedition then returned 
y land. | 
March 12.—General Kilpatrick’s cavalry left the district. 


No. 5. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Judson Kilpatrick, U. S. Army. 
MARCH 12, 1864—8 a. m. 


GENERAL: My cavalry has returned. The people about King ~ ie 


and Queen Court-House have been well punished for the murder of- 
Colonel Dahlgren. aa 
Colonel Onderdonk reports that the Fifth and Ninth Virginia Cav- 
alry, with citizens—about 1,200 in all—were driven from their camp 
near Carlton’s Store, the camp burned, several killed and wounded, 
and some 20 taken prisoners. The enemy was also driven from the 
Court-House, a large amount of rebel property destroyed, a mill 
filled with grain belonging to the Ninth Virginia Cavalry, and other 
buildings containing grain burned. General Wistar will return on 


Sunday. 

| J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 
Major-General BUTLER. 


No. 6. 
Report of Col. Richard L. T. Beale, Ninth Virginia Cavalry. 


MaRcH 13, 1864. 


- GENERAL: On Wednesday night at 7 o’clock I was informed the - 
enemy was advancing upon Centreville, in King and Queen County. 
Under your order Lieutenant Pollard was in King William, and I 


was forced to rely upon the pickets from Lieutenant-Colonel Robins’ — ; 


command for information of any movements in King and Queen. 
About 9 o’clock on Thursday a courier brought a dispatch saying 


the enemy was advancing rapidly upon two roads. This command 


was mounted and moved out in ten minutes’ time and marched rap- 
idly into King and Queen. My object was to reach a point on the 


road occupied by the right column of the enemy in a-lvance of them, 
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~ To do this I found it necessary to leave the road along which I was | 


moving and make a detour to my right. _ After my column had 
left this road, and before the advance guard of 12 men, under Cap- 
tain Oliver, had followed me, the enemy charged down the road. 
Oliver retreated at full speed on the road to camp. Upon gaining a 


point upon the road in advance of the main body I found a large 
column had followed the charging squadrons, endangering my camp. 


e - [moved rapidly over some 8 miles back to a point on the road over 
 which-I had marched, 2 miles out from camp. The enemy had 
pursued Oliver to the Dragon Swamp, 1 mile from that point, and 


‘retreated. Pursuit was immediately made and kept up at the trot 


and gallop for 8 miles, then at a walk for 10 miles farther. On 


reaching Little Plymouth the column was halted and a reconnoiter- 
ing party thrown out with the view of making a night attack. 


on _ They reported to me the fact that 2 miles below Plymouth the cav- 


alry had been joined by several regiments of infantry, and the whole 
were moving toward a burned bridge over the Dragon. I returned, 


. * reaching camp about 12 o’clock at night, after a march of over 50 


miles. 
‘Learning the enemy were busily building a bridge at night, I 


a He moved Friday morning to Middlesex and remained in front of this 


-. point. I learned during the day the enemy had marched at 9 o’clock 


in the morning to the lower or Old Dragon ford, and during the 


night that he had abandoned his half-built bridge and the ford and 


retreated toward Gloucester Point. 
Kilpatrick was at Plymouth Thursday. About 3,000 cavalry came 
up in King and Queen, and over 1,000 remained with or near the | 


‘infantry, consisting of five regiments, mostly negroes, 


A scouting party under Lieut. Cecil Baker was charged and lost 
2 wounded and 2 captured; Captain Oliver lost 5; total 9 (3 ser- 
geants and 6 privates). We captured a sergeant and private, and 
killed or wounded 5 of the enemy. : 

I will not close this report without noticing the Home Guards of 


_ King and Queen, under Captain Todd, which turned out handsomely 


and remained with me to Plymouth. Several members of the Essex 
Guard were also out and part of a company from Lieuterfant-Col- 
onel Robins’ command, under Lieutenant Dew. Both to Captain 
Todd and Lieutenant Dew I am debtor for very valuable assistance 
as guides in extricating my command from a critical position. 
Iam, general, your obedient servant, . 
R. L. T. BEALE, 
: Colonel, Commanding. 
Major-General LEE. 


MARCH 9-22, 1864.—Expedition to the Piankatank and skirmish at Cricket 
Hill, Va. 


. Reports of Brig. Gen. Charles K. Graham, U. S. Army, command- 


ing Naval Brigade. 


MatTuHEews Court-Houwss, 
March 20, 1864—2 a. m. 


Kverything goes on well. One captain and 10 privates have been 
captured, a valuable steam saw-mill removed, quite a number of 


f 


La al a7 eee ad 7 py 4 ahs ect ee 6 , 4 Oh ee eee ly ie A 


Re ML Maiden rte eH ni eres ha the A Se PTE CSU NE US ome. 
_ Cmp. XLV.) SKIRMISHES NBAR CHARLESTOWN, W. VA. aE eeaai ey 


_ horses and oxen seized, and about 100 contrabands placed on board 
} transports. The cavalry and section of artillery have returned to 
Yorktown, but, as I intend going elsewhere, the infantry will 
probably not return before Monday. ~ es 
; CHARLES K. GRAHAM, aes 
| Brigadier-General.. 

Major-General BuTLER, Mt Pig 
J Fort Monroe. wat 


[MaRcH 22, 1864]—10.30 p. m. \ 


The Brewster and Jesup have just returned from the Piankatank; 
saw nothing of General Wistar. | Ken) 0 

Captain McLaughlin landed with his detachment at Cricket Hill, n, 
and had an engagement with a superior force of the enemy. He | 
retired under the fire of the gun-boats without sustaining any loss, nA 
and inflicting some loss on the enemy. The boats cruised up the 
Piankatank and the creeks running into it and captured a schooner | 
with a rebel mail and 66 boxes of tobacco; the schooner sunk off | | 


- York River while being towed. They likewise brought upward of 
40 contrabands and 2 prisoners, the crew of the schooner. tee 
CHARLES K. GRAHAM, aie 

; Brigadier- General. eres 
Major-General BUTLER, Hed 
Fort Monroe. <i e 

% 


MARCH 10, 1864.—Skirmishes near Charlestown and at Kabletown, W. Va. ; 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Jeremiah C. Sullivan, U. S. Army. 
No. 2.—Col. Robert F. Taylor, First New York Veteran Cavalry, commanding bri- 
' .gade. faa 
No. 3.—Lieut. Col. John §. Mosby, Forty-third Virginia Cavalry Battalion, includ- — ~ 
ing operations to May 1. Re 


No. 1. ! ie 
- Report of Brig. Gen. Jeremiah C. Sullivan, U.S. Army. if) 


HARPER’S Ferry, W. VA., March 10, 1864. 

In the pursuit of the rebels this morning I regret to announce to 
you the death of Major Sullivan, First New York Veteran Cavalry. 
He gallantly pursued the rebels, and although his force was greatly 
inferior, he drove them to Kabletown, where in a desperate charge 
he lost his life. My loss to-day will be 4 killed, 5 wounded, 4 pris- 

oners. I am glad to be able to announce that the two officers in | 

charge of pickets are prisoners. Written report will be sent by 


to-morrow’s mail. 
. J,.C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier- General, 


Brigadier-General KELLEY, 
Cumberland, 


A aie 
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Report of Col. Robert F. Taylor, First New York Veteran Cavalry, 
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No. 2 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, . > 


Halltown, Va., March 11, 1864. . 

Str: Ihave the honor to report that our pickets were attacked 
between Charlestown, Va., and the river, at the crossing of the 
Keys’ Ferry and Kabletown roads, yesterday morning at 6 o'clock, 


commanding brigade. f 


- by what is supposed to be a portion of Mosby’s command, number- 


ing from 40 to 80 men. The force passed to the left of the vedette, 
on the Kabletown road, seen by them, but supposed to be a reserve 
from Charlestown, they being dressed in our uniform. The mistake 


was not discovered until the rebels had obtained a position and fired 


a volley into the reserve at less than 10 rods distant, completely sur-- 
prising them. The loss at the reserve post is 1 killed and 4 wounded, 
and 2 lieutenants and 11 privates missing. 

After the attack they retreated with great rapidity by the way of 
Kabletown, recrossing at Sampson’s Ford, about 3 miles this side of 
Snicker’s Ferry, except small parties, which went to the right below 
Kabletown, crossing near and at Snicker’s Ferry. Major Sullivan, 
commanding picket, pursued the enemy with 9 men, overtaking them 
at Kabletown ; found them concealed behind an old building, from 
which they fireda volley, killing Major Sullivan and 2 privates, and 
severely wounding Lieutenant Baker, all of the First [New York] 
Veteran Cavalry. The balance of the reserve, under Lieutenant 
Conway, numbering about 50 men, came up a few moments after, 
but failed to overtake the enemy. The firing was distinctly heard at 
this place, and the entire force ordered out. Lieutenant Wyckoff, 
with 15 men, got to the ford just as they had succeeded in crossing. 
Anticipating an attack, I sent Lieutenant Wyckoff to Charlestown on 
the evening of March 9, informing Major Sullivan of the probability 
of an attack, ordering him to strengthen his pickets and order them 
to keep on the alert, which I learn he did. I also informed him that 
I had 150 men in readiness to re-enforce him at any moment. I learn. 
that there were a number of shots fired by the vedette at the post 


attacked between the hour of 3 and the time of the attack. 


I forbear to express an opinion as to where the blame should 
attach until I can further investigate the matter. ; 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
R. F>-"TAYGOR, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Capt. WinL1aAmM M. Boons, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


‘ 


No. 3. 


Report of Lieut. Col. John S. Mosby, Forty-third Virginia Cavalry 
Battalion, including operations to May 1. 


SEPTEMBER 11, 1864. 
CoLonEL: I have the honor to submit, for the information of the 


commanding general, the following brief report of the operations of 
this command since the Ist day March last: 


On March 10,* with a detachmént of about 40 men, I defeated a 


*March 9, See p. 236. 
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- superior force of the enemy’s cavalry near Greenwich, severely | 
wounding 3, and capturing 9 prisoners, 10 horses, arms, &c. On the 
same day Lieut. A. E. Richards, with another detachment of about 
30 men, surprised an outpost of the enemy near Charlestown, killed 
the major commanding and a leutenant, several privates, and 
brought off 21 prisoners with their horses, arms, &c. In neither , 
engagement did my command sustain any loss. 

During the months of March and April but few opportunities were 
offered for making any successful attacks on the enemy, the con- 
tinual annoyances to which they had been subjected during the — 
winter causing them to exert great vigilance in guarding against sur- _ 
prises and interruptions of their communications. During most of 
these months I was myself engaged in scouting in the enemy’s rear’ 
for Major-General Stuart and collecting information, which was: 
regularly transmitted to his headquarters, concerning the move- 
ments, numbers, and distribution of the enemy’s forces both east and 
west of the Blue Ridge. During thistime my men were mostly em- 
ployed in collecting forage from the country bordering on the Po- 
tomac. 

About April 15 Captain Richards routed a marauding party of the 

_ enemy’s cavalry at Waterford, killing and wounding 6 or, 6, and 
. bringing off 6 or 8 prisoners, 15 horses, arms, &c. / 

About April 25 I attacked an outpost near Hunter’s Mills, in Fair- 
fax, capturing 5 prisoners and 18 horses. The prisoners and horses 
were sent back under charge of Lieutenant Hunter, while I went off 

/on a scout in another direction. The enemy pursued and captured 
' the lieutenant and 6 of the horses. 
* ¥ * * * * * 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. NO. S. MOSBY, 
LTneutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


‘Lieutenant-Colonel TAYLOR, 
en Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Indorsement. | 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
September 19, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant and Inspector General, 
for the information of the Department. Eis. 
Attention is invited to the activity and skill of Colonel Mosby, and 
the intelligence and courage of the officers and men of his command, 
as displayed in this report. With the loss of little more than 20 men, 
. he has killed, wounded, and captured during the period embraced in 
’ the report about 1,200 of the enemy, and taken more than 1,600 horses 
and mules, 230 beef-cattle, and 85 wagons and ambulances, without 
counting many smaller operations. The services rendered by Col- . 
onel Mosby and his command in watching and reporting the enemy’s 
movements have also been of great value. His operations have been 
highly creditable to himself and his command. 
R. E. LEE, 


General. 
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MARCH 16, 1864,—Affair near Annandale, Va. 
Reports of Brig. Gen. Robert O. Tyler, US: Arny.— 


HEADQUARTERS Division, March 16, 1864. 


A small party of guerrillas picked up some cavalry stragglers from 
Kilpatrick’s command below Annandale this morning. They were 


" held by a guard of 2 men, whom they report that they killed, and 
~-* have made their escape. 


R. O. TYLER, 


Lidut, Col. J. H. Taytor, 
Chief of Staff, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS Division, March 16, 1864. 


Ihave the honor to report all quiet. Isent outa party to the 
vicinity of Mason’s Hill to ascertain about the shooting of the 2 


guerrillas. One of them was shot by a corporal from Fort Albany 


and the other one by our news-agent. The bodies were taken by 


. Lieutenant Shepard, provost-marshal at Fort Albany, to the fort. 


Respectfully, 
BR; Ov TYLER, 
- Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
bw Treut. Col.iJ..H, TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MARCH 16-18, 1864.—Scout in Cabell and Wayne Counties, W. Va. 


baat Report of Maj. John J. Hoffman, Second West Virginia Cavalry. 


Hpgrs. SECOND VIRGINIA VOLUNTEER CAVALRY, 
Camp Toland, W. Va., March 21, 1864. 
Srr: In obedience to your’ order of March 16, I took six companies 
of my command (220 men) and marched to the mouth of Coal River, 
which I reached late in the evening, and finding that it would require 


'. several hours to cross I encamped on this side. 


_ The next day, 17th, I reached Barboursville about 3 p. m., and 
reported to Colonel Brown, Thirteenth Virginia, who ordered me to 
cross the river at Guyandotte and camp at the first suitable place, 
and I camped on the Buffington farm, 3 miles below town. Then I 


_. was ordered to proceed to Trout’s Hill (Wayne Court-House), and 


at some point on the route would meet Colonel Brown’s command, 
which was to cross at the falls of Guyandotte. 


At3a,m. the 18th instant I received a message from Colonel 


- Brown, stating that he had heard of a squad of 30 or 40 men crossing 


the river below the falls and traveling toward the Ohio River in the 
direction of Winfield, and that he would pursue them and not co-op- 
erate with me. I reached Trout’s Hill at 1p. m. the 18th instant, in 
the vicinity of which was reported 400 of the Eighth and a part of 
the Sixteenth Virginia (rehel) Cavalry. There was no force at the 
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Brigadier-General. . 


+ 


a 


ARES MC OEN) TP aca mig SR eA ah OE ST eM Sim ee) 
in Ae ei ¥ " : Hi ri ak % ba yh ’ ‘ y yi . ‘ ‘ : 
i Cuap. XLV.) | _ RECONNAISSANGE TOWARD SNICKER’S GAP, VA. 251. 
_ town, nor had there been any there or in Wayne County since the 
Sixteenth Virginia was routed by Colonel Gallup from Louisa, Ky. 


_I returned that evening to the Buffington farm, having traveled 40 
miles. The force reported under Colonel French as marching down 


Guyandotte was not heard of either by Colonel Brown or myself, — 


and we were both satisfied that there is no organized force in that 
region. There is in Wayne and Cabell Counties a considerable 


number of the Eighth and Sixteenth Virginia Cavalry at home on _ 


furlough, but so scattered through the hills that it is almost impos- 


sible to capture them with a mounted force, but can be effected — 


much easier with small squads of infantry who are acquainted with 
the country and the residences of the men. 

There is but little forage or subsistence from here to Guyandotte, 
‘and from there to Trout Hill there is none that Lsaw. The roads 


are in very good condition, and we traveled without any difficulty. | 


I brought in 2 horses and 1 mule, neither of much value, and took 


these only to replace broken-down horses. The weather was good, — 


and the men and horses reached camp in very good condition. 
Very respectfully, yours, 
J. J. HOFFMAN, 


Major, Commanding Cavalry. 
' Lieut. EH. W. CLARK, Jr., : 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MARCH 16-18, 1864.—Reconnaissance toward Snicker’s Gap, Va. 
Report of Maj. Henry Peale, Highteenth Connecticut Infantry. 


Hpgrs. EIGHTEENTH CONNECTICUT VOLUNTEERS, 
. Harpers Ferry, Va., March 20, 1864. — 
Str: I have the honor to represent that on the morning of the 
16th instant, in obedience to orders from headquarters First Divis-, 


ion, Department of West Virginia, | started with 3 officers and 150 | 


men of the Eighteenth Connecticut Volunteer Infantry, with five 
days’ rations, for the purpose of reconnoitering the country in the 


neighborhood of Snicker’s Gap, and also to arrest, if possible, the 
rebel conscription which was understood to be in process of enforce- | 


ment in that section by removing the material for such conscription, 
and lastly to take possession for Government purposes of the cattle 
of all citizens so seized. 


I reached the gap on the morning of the 17th instant, and marched — 


on the pike until within a mile of Snickersville, when the main por- 
tion of the battalion was halted with instructions to avail itself of 
-all advantages of concealment by the windings of the road, &c. In 
‘company with the officers above referred to, and with a squad of 10 
men, I proceeded on the Alexandria pike to a point 3 miles beyond 
Snickersville, halting and examining every man on the road as well 
as citizens at their houses. From the unanimity of their statements 
I was convinced not only that the conscription parties were not 
there in the neighborhood, but that they had completed their work 
one week before, and had been ordered back to the main army under 
Lee. It was ascertained that they were composed of detachments 


of the Sixth Virginia Infantry, temporarily disbanded for foraging | 


and recruiting purposes. 
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No armed rebels were visible during our stay unless one or two. 
suspicious-looking horsemen who appeared at a distance, and who 
- fled on perceiving us, were such. Late in the afternoon I rejoined : 
the battalion and marched on the summit of the Blue Ridge until” 
within 3 miles of Ashby’s Gap, but as I found no water, and deem- — 
ing it unsafe to encamp in the valley, I returned on the same even- — 
ing to the gap, and posted the command ona hill to the north of } 
and within a short distance of the pike. During the night two camp-_ 
fires were visible to the southwest of the pike, and between 1 and 2 
miles distant. Horsemen, one at a time, were also heard at inter- — 
vals on the road. The pickets were doubled, but nothing further of — 
importance occurred. : 

In the morning a party was sent to the town after forage, and — 
learned that a few of Mosby’s men had made their appearance a few ~ 
minutes after our departure the previous afternoon and made many 
inquiries as to our numbers, &c. 

During the greater part of the 18th the roads about the gap were | 
traversed by small parties under non-commissioned officers, and the — 
position of affairs at Snicker’s Ferry ascertained. In the latter part _ 
of same day, the rations becoming low, I started on the return, tak- 
ing the path on the east side of the ridge. The command marched 
to a point abreast of Purcellville and then crossed to the west side 
of the mountain and camped at a place of one or two houses known 
as Valley View. Here we found detachment of 2 officers and 25. 
men of the One hundred and thirty-ninth [?] New York. ; 

On the 19th, after impressing from the inhabitants one-half day’s 
rations of corn-meal and bacon, I started for this place, reaching 
here at 9 p. m. 

The information obtained may be summed up as follows, viz: 
First, the absence of all conscripting detachments from the sections 
of country embraced in a radius of 10 miles from Snicker’s Gap ; 
second, the presence of numerous guerrillas in the region about Up- 
perville and Paris; third, the poverty of the inhabitants on either 
side of the ridge as to cattle and the necessaries of life, with the ex- 
ception of corn-meal and bacon, of which they appear to have an 
abundance ; fourth, the thoroughly rebel character of nine-tenths of 
such inhabitants. Had the command carried a supply of rations 
_ for five days (a matter which will receive strict attention in future), 
other and more tangible results might have been attained. The — 
’ command during the four days marched between 70 and 80 miles. | 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 

: HENRY PEALE, 
Major, Comdg. Highteenth Connecticut Volunteers. 
Capt. WiLLIaAmM M. Boong, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MARCH 17-18, 1864,—Reconnaissance to Sperryville, Va. 
Report of Col. Thomas C. Devin, Siath New York Cavalry, com- 
manding brigade. 
Hpgrs. SECOND BRIGADE, First CavaLry Drvision, 
March 18, 1864. 


Captain: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with in- 
‘structions from division headquarters to reconnoiter the front, I 
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ordered Lieutenant Cating, of my staff, with an escort of 25 men of 
Sixth and Ninth New York, ander command of Captain Goodrich 
Ninth New York, to proceed to the vicinity of Woodville and ascer- 
| tain whether any force of the enemy was moving in our front, and 
if opportunity offered upon his return to beat up some of the bush- 
whackers in that neighborhood. 

The party started last night at £0 o’clock, passed through Wood- | 
ville at 3 a. m., and reached Sperryville before daylight without op- 
) position. Learning that a rebel major who was conscripting in that 
| vicinity was at his house in the mountains north of Sperryville, 
| Lieutenant Cating impressed a guide, proceeded to and surrounded 
the house, and captured the officer (Major Swindler, Seventh Vir- 
ginia Infantry) and 2 men. 

The rebel cavalry continually harassed the party on their return . 
by skirmishing on their front and flanks, but had not time to gather - 
in sufficient force to inflict any damage. The party returned to 
camp without loss at 11 a. m. this day, having ridden 46 miles. 
There has been no movement of the enemy in front on this side of 
the ridge. Imboden and Jones are said to be in the valley some 15 
miles from Sperryville. There are about 200 cavalry between this 
_ point and Sperryville. The roads are tolerably good. The bridges 
oo the Sperryville pike were torn up to check the party on their 
return. 

I have ordered the prisoners to be forwarded to division head- 
- quarters. ; 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. C. DEVIN, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Capt. GEoRGE P. SANFORD, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MARCH 17-21, 1864,—Expedition from Yorktown into Mathews and Mid- 
dlesex Counties, Va. 


REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Col. Samuel A.Duncan, Fourth U.S8.Colored Troops, commanding brigade. 
No. 2.—Lieut. Col. George Rogers, Fourth U. 8. Colored Troops. 


No. 1. 


Report of Samuel A. Duncan, Fourth U. 8. Colored Troops, com- 
: . manding brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS BRIGADE U. 8. COLORED TROOPS, 
Yorktown, Va., March 31, 1864. 
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to forward herewith the reports made 
by Colonel Ames,* Sixth U. 58. Colored Troops, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Rogers, Fourth U.S, Colored Troops, of the part taken by 
those regiments, respectively, in the recent expedition to Mathews 
and Middlesex Counties, Va. 


* Not found. 
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Allow me to call particular attention to the concluding paragraphs i | 


of these reports, setting forth the effect upon, discipline in those 
regiments; naturally incident to the execution of orders that neces- 


+ 


- would express the hope that the troops under his command may, so 
_ far as practicable, be employed in the more legitimate methods of 


sarily divided them into small detachments, under charge of non-' 
commissioned officers, in an enemy’s country and for purposes that 
offered peculiar temptations—a demoralization which I feel certain 
was as much regretted by the commandants of those regiments as 
they were powerless to prevent it. I trust that it is needless to add’ 
that the regret expressed by those officers that it should have been | 


found necessary to employ their regiments on an expedition of such 


a character is fully shared by the colonel commanding the brigade, 
who, were it not that the soldier should have no choice of his own, 


warfare. : 

I have the honor to remain, with much respect, your obedient 
servant, ' 
SAWL A. DUNCAN, 


Colonel, Commanding. 
Capt. STEPHEN R. REYNOLDs, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[Indorsement. | 


HEADQUARTERS U. 8. ForcEs, 
Yorktown, April 1, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded. 
The remarks made by Colonel Duncan, Colonel Ames, and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Rogers on the demoralizing consequences of general . 


_ license to plunder private property not contraband of war are pecu- | 


liarly applicable to colored troops, who, according to my observa- 
tion, especially require to be held with a firm hand in order to get 
from them the full duty of soldiers. These are all most valuable 


_- and judicious officers, and their observations on this subject I think 


will be understood and appreciated by the major-general command- 
ing. 
I. J.. WISTAR, 
Brigadier- General. 


No. 2. 


Report of Lieut. Col. George Rogers, Fourth U. 8. Colored Troops. 


HEADQUARTERS FourtH U. 8. CoLorED Troops, — 
Yorktown, Va., March 29, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that, by the order of Col. 8. A. 
Duncan, this regiment embarked on board the transport vessel Con- 
voy, at the wharf at Yorktown, on the afternoon of the 17th instant 
and that immediately thereafter we received an order from General 
Graham to follow his boat when it should put out. 
At 5p. m. the fleet of transports and gun-boats, of which the Con- 
voy formed a part, got under way, and at 12 p. m. reached a landing 


_ on the Piankatank River 8 miles from Mathews’ Court-House. I at 


once disembarked the regiment, formed a line on the beach, threw 
out a chain of sentinels to cover the battalion, and awaited orders, 
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_ At 3.30 a. m. we received orders from Colonel Ames, Sixth U. 8, 
Colored Troops, to— 
March with all possible dispatch to Mathews’ Court-House, oceupy the place, de- i 

tail a captain and his company for provost duty, seize all suspicious characters, and Ga 
take such private property as might be useful to contrabands, and to prevent any 

_ plundering by the men. sem he, 
__As no officer near could inform me of the direction. in which the | 
Court-House lay, nor how far we were from any road, some time was s.: 


* 


lost in searching for a house at which to procure a guide. A farm- 
house being finally discovered, I sent a detachment under Captain  , ” 
Wickes to search the premises for a guide. Some time elapsing 
without hearing from the captain, I sent another party under Major A 
' Boernstein to agsist in the search and hasten the procuring of a  — * 
guide. Shortly afterward, hearing four shots in the direction of the = 
house, I sent forward a company to re-énforce the party under Major ta 
Boernstein, and riding up toward the house I met Captain Wickes 
returning with a prisoner, a member of the Fifth Virginia Cavalry, be 
whom Major Boernstein had captured in the house. Another per- 
son in the house at the time, supposed to be a major of the Fifth a 
Virginia Cavalry, succeeded in making his escape. The shots men- Be 
tioned above were fired by a party of rebels, who came near the = 
house and called for the prisoners. After discharging their pieces — 
they rode off. No further sign of the enemy appearing, and getting = 
what information was necessary from the prisoner, we immediately = 
started for the Court-House and arrived there at sunrise. I found 


that a company of the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry had occupied ~~ 
the place a couple of hours previous to our arrival. A few members 
of the Fifth Virginia Cavalry were started, but all managed to ~ | 
effect their escape. os 
At 1¢ a. m. General Graham arrived, and on reporting tohim I’ |) 
was referred to Colonel Ames for orders, and was by him ordered to — 
take the Fourth out on the Gloucester road about 2 miles, to a point 
where the head of the Kast River almost touches the road, and to 
throw a line of sentinels from that point across the peninsulatoan  — 


estuary of the Piankatank, a distance of nearly 3 miles, *‘ to pick up a: 
‘any enemy or other person who might attempt to escape the cavalry | 
who were engaged in scouring the country below, to assist in getting — 
- to the boats any persons of color or other refugees who might wish 


to go within our lines, to seize such property as might be usefulto 
contrabands, and prevent plundering by the command.” These  — — 
orders, with the exception of that relating to the prevention of y 
plundering, were executed. Our line being a very long one, and 

' the regiment consequently being greatly dispersed, and the orderto 
search for and seize property necessitating the separation toa con- 
siderable extent of officers from the men, and, more than all, the = | 
- fact that the men began to consider the expedition a kind of plun- 
dering foray, rendered it almost impossible to execute this order | 
while carrying out the letter of the others. ed 
. At 10 p. m. of the 19th we received orders to be in readiness to e 
march at 12:p.m. At the prescribed hour the regiment assembled = 
on the road leading to the landing, and at 4a. _m. of the 20th, the 
general having arrived, we started for the boats. Arrived at the 

_ boats, we embarked and proceeded up the river to Jones’ Landing, 
on the Piankatank, where we again disembarked and marched to 
‘New Market, in Middlesex County, a distance of 7 miles, where we 
arrived at 6 p.m. Several companies were here detailed for picket 
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duty, and in the morning the remaining companies of the regiment 
were sent off in different directions to search for and seize, property. 
By this time the tendency of the expedition to demoralize the men 
of the regiment had grown so strong that I felt called upon to take 
extreme measures to arrest it. I accordingly ordered an inspection 
of the camp and collected all articles which the men had plundered 
from the citizens. The result was a motley collection of all kinds 
of fowl (dead and alive), fresh and cured meats, and a promiscuous 
heap of all of the smaller appliances of the culinary art, together 
with cloths, linens, ornaments of dress, and little objects of vertu. 
By this time some companies had returned to camp, and I imme- 
diately issued an order and published it to officers as fast as they 
could be found to prevent plundering by the men at all hazards, 
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and to shoot on the spot any enlisted man who disobeyed an order — 


to refrain from or cease plundering. Shortly after Lieutenant Hol- 
combe, Company EK, having occasion to order a man of his company 


_.to leave an inclosure where he was engaged in plundering and 


rejoin his company was disobeyed by the man, whereupon he 
ordered one of his men to shoot him. The order was promptly 
obeyed and in the best faith, the ball taking effect in the right 
shoulder of the man. The wound, however, has not proved fatal. | 
This was a most fortunate occurrence, and went,a great way toward 
restoring the discipline of the regiment. 

At 4 p.m. we embarked on board of the transports Thomas A. 
Morgan and Champion, and reached Yorktown at 9 p.m. After 
arriving in camp it was discovered that Samuel Johnson, Company 
_ ©, had, while we were at New Market, fallen into the hands of the 
enemy. 

‘I cannot close this report without the remark that whatever the’ 
object of the expedition, it was a misfortune that it produced a very 
_ demoralizing effect on this command. It is to be regretted that it 
is one of the effects of such an expedition to destroy in a week that 
’ discipline which 1 is the work of months to establish. 

_ Ihave the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient serv- 


ant, 
GEO. ROGERS, 


va Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 
Lieut. MARCELLUS BAILEY, 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MARCH 19, 1864.—Scout to Salem and Orleans, Va. 


Report of Brig. Gen. David McM. Gregg, U. 8. Army, command- 
img Second Division, Cavalry Corps. 


, ,) WARRENTON, March 19, 1864. 

Scouting parties sent to-day to Salem and Orleans. At Salem 
found a band of Mosby’s ; captured a lieutenant. At Orleans capt- 
ured a sergeant of Gilmor’s band. No information from the sergeant 
save that Rosser’s command had left the Vallev. t 
turned from Hartwood Church; Mrs. Monroe brought in as a 
_ prisoner, and her house burned. No rebels seen. 


D. McM. GREGG, 


Bricadiee 
Lieut. Col. C. Ross Sarr, TGCS GAPE 


Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps. 


Command re-- 


Cur, XLV] EXPEDITION TO BOGUE AND BEAR INLETS, N. 6. 25% 


MARCH 25-26, 1864, —Expedition to Bogue and Bear Inlets; N. C. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Col. James Jourdan, One hundred and fifty-eighth New York Infantry, 
commanding expedition, 
No. 2.—Congratulatory orders from Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army. 


INOsal; 


Report of Col. James Jourdan, One hundred and Jifty-eighth New 
York Infantry, commanding éxpedition. 


MOREHEAD City, March 26, 1864. 

I have the honor to report my arrival at this place. Failed to 
accomplish the entire object of the expedition, in consequence of 
the non-reliability of guides and the fearful gale which prevailed. 
Captured about 20 contrabands and burned one schooner, which 

recently arrived from Bermuda; captured several horses, but were 
unable to take them away. In attempting to land at Swansborough 
_ were fired upon, and in consequence of low tide could not effect a 
— landing without heavy loss; killed and wounded a number of the 
enemy. Three of my boats swamped in the breakers; men all saved 
except 1 man (colored). Will report in full on Monday. 

; J. JOURDAN, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
Major-General PECK. 


No. 2. 
Congratulatory orders from Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. ARMy AND Dist. oF N. C., 
No. 57. New Berne, N. C., April 8, 1864. 


The commanding general has the satisfaction of announcing 
another expedition against the enemy, in which both the military 
and naval forces of North Carolina took part, sharing the honors 
| equally. 

fon fhe 25th ultimo Col. J. Jourdan, commander of the Sub-district 
of Beaufort, with 200 men of the One hundred and fifty-eighth New 
York Volunteer Infantry, embarked on board the U. 8. gun-boat 
Britannia, Lieutenant Huse commanding, and steamed for Bogue and 
Bear Inlets, for the purpose of capturing two of the enemy’s vessels 
engaged in contraband trade, and also a body of cavalry reported to 
be at Swansborough. 

Nearing the inlets, a portion of the command was transferred to 
- small boats, and an effort made to effect a landing and move on 
- Swansborough. All night long in the breakers and storm these little 
boats, with their patient crews, were tossed about. Several crafts 
in the violence of the gale were dashed in pieces, but through the 
energetic exertions of Colonel Jourdan himself and others no lives 
_ were lost, although one officer, Captain David, of the One hundred 

and fifty-eighth New York Volunteers, was seriously injured. 
In the morning the storm abated, and another attempt was made, 
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As the boats moved up, instead of seeing the expected cavalry, they 
were saluted by heavy volleys of musketry from the river bank. 
The enemy proving too strong, the party was obliged to return to 
the vessel. Atthe same time Lieutenant King, of Colonel Jourdan’s 
staff, with a body of men in boats, moved up Bear Inlet. He found 
and burned one of the vessels sought, together with its cargo of salt 
and leather. He returned to the gun-boat, bringing with him 43 
negro refugees. The whole expedition arrived at Beaufort on the 
morning of the 26th ultimo, without the loss of aman. 

Great credit is due Colonel Jourdan and the officers and men of 
his command, together with the officers and men of the Navy, for the 
efficient service performed. The commanding general tenders his 
thanks especially to Colonel Jourdan, Captain Cuff, and Lieutenant 
King, of the Army, and to Commodore Dove and Lieutenants Huse 
and Cony, of the Navy. 

By command of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck: _. 
J. A. JUDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MARCH 26, 1864.—Skirmish near Black Jack Church, N. C. | 
Congratulatory order from Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpgers. ARMY AND Dist. oF N. C., 
No. 49. j New Berne, N. C., April 1, 1864. 


The commanding general is again called upon to acknowledge the 
gallantry and efficiency of his troops. 

On the 26th ultimo Brigadier-General Harland, commanding the 
Sub-district of the Pamlico, sent Capt. G. W. Graham, commandant 
of the cavalry troops of the First North Carolina Union Volunteers, 
‘upon a reconnaissance toward Greenville. The movement was exe- 
cuted with the utmost rapidity and secrecy, and resulted in the com- 
plete surprise of the enemy’s pickets and reserve at and near Black 
Jack Church, with a loss on the part of the enemy of 1 officer and 8 
men killed and several wounded, besides prisoners, while our loss 
was but a few horses wounded. The whole affair was conducted 
with that dash so characteristic of the true cavalry soldier, and 
reflects great credit upon that arm of the service and upon the officers 
and men engaged. 

By command of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck: 

) Jie UDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MARCH 28, 1864.—Scout in Gloucester County, Va. 
Report of Brig. Gen, Isaac J. Wistar, U. S, Army. 


YORKTOWN, March 29, 1864. 


A reconnaissance sent through Gloucester yesterday to ascertain 
the truth of alleged rebel designs to capture oyster schooners has 
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just returned, with 1 prisoner and 2 horses of Fifth Virginia Cav- 
alry. The reports are not true. The prisoner’s regiment is ordered 
to reassemble at Orange Court-House, April 1, and nearly all have 


gone. Roads bad. 
/ I. J. WISTAR, 
Brigadier-General, 
Major-General BUTLER. 4 


MARCH 28-29, 1864,—Scout to Aldie and Middleburg, Va. 
Report of Col. Joseph W. Fisher, Fifth Pennsylvania Reserves. 


HpDqgrs. 3D BrRIG., PENNSYLVANIA RESERVE CoRPs, 
March 30, 1864. 


Sir: I have the honor to report the result of a somewhat extensive 
scout from which I returned last night, and in making this report 
I attach no importance to the scout itself beyond information 
obtained, which I think of some importance to the Army of the 
Potomac and the Government. 

J left my headquarters at 10 p. m. of Monday, 28th instant, with 
225 men of the Thirteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, under the com- 
mand of Major McCabe, crossing the Bull Run battle-field, striking 
_ the Alexandria and Warrenton turnpike about 14 miles east of 

Groveton. Passing up the pike to Groveton I took the road to Sud- 
ley Mills, and from thence direct to Aldie, which place I reached at 
5 a.m. of the 29th. I made careful searches of all the houses and 
other buildings where I thought guerrillas might be concealed. At 
Aldie I obtained some important information as to the extent of 
Colonel Mosby’s command, and also to his location. I then pushed 
rapidly forward to Middleburg, where I had previously learned 
Mosby had his advance, but before we reached that point the enemy 
had retired. Not deeming it safe to go farther through those mount- 
ain passes with my small command (having learned from undoubted 
authority that Mosby had nearly three times my number), I returned 
to Aldie and rested my command for some time. I had not been 
long at the latter place until my pickets reported the enemy advanc- 
ing in considerable force and attempting to surround and cut us off. 
I at once started with one company of cavalry back the turnpike in 
the direction of Middleburg, driving the enemy before me until they 
reached a hill 2 miles beyond Aldie, where they were in considerable 
force. My pickets reported to me at this point that two columns of 
-the enemy were marching down on my right flank, evidently with 
the intention of getting into my rear. I endeavored to bring those 
in my front to a fight but failed to do so, except by the exchange 
of a few shots, none of which took effect so far as I know, and as I 
advanced they fell back, probably trying to lead me into an ambush. 
I then withdrew, following down the Little River turnpike until I 
struck the Sudley road, and from thence back to my headquarters, 
which I reached at 5 p. m. of yesterday after a march of 65 to 75 
miles. From all I have learned I have come to the conclusion that 
we have not sufficient cavalry force attached to the division to drive 
Mosby out of the country, but that a simultaneous movement from 
Bristoe or Manassas and Warrenton would effect that object. 
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The officers and men of the cavalry, and other officers who accom- 
panied me, behaved very well and have my thanks for the prompt- 
ness with which they executed my commands. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J: W. FISHER, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Lieut. WiLu1aAM A. Hoyt, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


APRIL 2, 1864,—Destruction of Cape Lookout Light, N. C. 


RHPORTS. 


No. 1.—Report of Brig. Gen. Montgomery D. Corse, C. 8. Army. 
No. 2.—Report of Col. John N. Whitford, Sixty-seventh North Carolina Infantry. 


No. 1. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Montgomery D. Corse, C. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
April 20, 1864. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen. C. S. Army, Richmond, Va. : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to forward report of General Corse 
concerning the destruction of the Cape Lookout light-houses. The 
men engaged in it are certainly entitled to great praise, if not 
reward. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G, H., PICKETT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Kinston, N. C., April 12, 1864. 


Masor: I have the honor to hand the report of the destruction of 
the light-houses at Cape Lookout. One, the lower, about 90 feet 
high, was destroyed. The other was badly damaged. That was 160 
feet high ,with walls 10 feet thick, and owing to the inferior quality 
of the powder was not entirely destroyed. The walls, however, are 
much injured—cracked and bulged out. All the oil, &c., was de- 
stroyed, and the steps for 10 feet. The affair reflects credit upon 
the parties who participated in it. The inconvenience to the enemy 


from the temporary loss of so important a landmark on that danger- 
ous coast must be seriously felt, 


Very respectfully, 
epee M. D. CORSE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Maj. C. PICKETT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


a 
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No. 2. 


Report of Col. John N. Whitford, Sixty-seventh North Carolina 
Infantry. 


APRIL 11, 1864. 
Str: I have the honor to report that a courier has just arrived, 
' bringing the following dispatch from L. C. Harland, in charge of 
the secret expedition sent some days since to destroy the light-house 
on Cape Lookout : 


SMITH’S CREEK, N. C., 


April 9, 1864. 
Col. J. N. WHITFORD : 


DEAR SiR: We have destroyed both light-houses at Cape Lookout (on Sunday 
night),so that they never can be repaired again. We heard from Beaufort before 
leaving. They had 200 men in search of us. Two large steamers were on the hook 
of the cape to guard against Captain Semmes, as they have been expecting him to 
do the same work for the last two months. I have several trophies for you, and 
will proceed to camp to-morrow. The boys acted well, but cannot travel much, as 
their feet are badly bruised. We landed on this side of the river last night at 10 
o'clock. The Yankees are expecting our armies to attack New Berne every day. 
No other news of importance. 


L. C. HARLAND, 
In Charge of Expedition. 
All the men of the expedition were of my command. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JaNe WHITPORD 
Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 
Capt. P. B. Hoog, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


APRIL 5, 1864.—Affair near Blount’s Creek, N. C. 
REPORTS, HTC. 
No. 1.—Abstract from Record of Events on return of Sub-district of the Pamlico, 


for April, 1864. 
No. 2.—Congratulatory order from Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. 8S. Army. 


No. 1. 


Abstract from Record of Hvents on return of Sub-district of the 
Pamlico, for April, 1864. 


April 5.—Captain Clay, Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, and 
Captain Stanton, Twenty-first Connecticut Volunteers, with a party 
_ of men from the garrison at Hill’s Point, surprised and captured 
* near Blount’s Creek Lieutenant Taylor and 6 men of the Sixty- 
seventh North Carolina (Whitford’s battalion). 


No. 2. 
Congratulatory order from Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. S. Army. 
GENERAL ORDERS, | Hpgrs. ARMY AND Dist. oF N. C., 
No. 55. § New Berne, N. C., April 7, 1864. 


The general commanding the Sub-district of the Pamlico reports 
that on the 2d [Sth] instant Captain Clay, of the Fifty-eighth Penn- 
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sylvania Volunteers, with a small party, had a collision with the 
enemy near Hill’s Point, with a result very creditable to the Union 
arms. Lieutenant Taylor and 5 of Whitford’s regiment were taken 
prisoners. Captain Stanton, of the Twenty-first Connecticut Volun- 
teers, is favorably mentioned for his good conduct in this affair. 
By command of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck : 
J. A. JUDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


APRIL 8, 1864.—Skirmish at Winchester, Va. 
Report of Maj. Hanson W. Hunter, Sixth West Virginia Cavalry. 


Hpgrs. SIXTH REGIMENT WEST VIRGINIA CAVALRY, 
Martinsburg, Va.; Apri 9, 1864. 


Caprain: I have to report that, in obedience to instructions re- 
ceived from headquarters Cavalry Division, Department of West 
Virginia, on the 7th instant, I proceeded to the picket-line and col- 
lected 107 of the Sixth and Seventh West Virginia Cavalry, just 
relieved from picket duty, and 44 of the Fourteenth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry. I left Gerrardstown at 2.30 p. m., and went via Pugh- 
town, coming on the Romney pike, 9 miles west of Winchester ; 
thence by Romney pike to the road leading out on Timber Ridge. 

I went out on Timber Ridge 8 miles, to Shiloh Church, and learned 
from citizens that there were no rebels near there; that there were 
some (about two companies) around and about Capon Springs and 
Wardensville. Capon River was reported to be too high to be 
forded. I then started on my return by Romney pike; thence to 
Winchester. When within 4 miles of Winchester I learned that 
about 100 rebels had crassed the Romney pike about a mile west of - 
Winchester, going in the direction of Martinsburg. I afterwards 
found that they had come round and were in town feeding. I 
charged into town as they were leaving, my advance following and 
skirmishing with them for a mile south of town. Ifound out there 
were more rebels out on the Strasburg road. I brought my com- 
mand back through town, leaving the Fourteenth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, Captain Crawford, to watch the movements of the rebels 
at the south end of town. In a half an hour I ordered Captain 
Crawford to retire and bring all the men out of town. He sent me 
notice that he thought they were endeavoring to flank us. When 
Captain Crawford’s rear guard was about the center of town I dis- 
covered the rebels following him in strong force. I commenced to 
move my command out to take position; at the same time ordered 
Captain Crawford to hold the rebel advance in check, but the ad- 
vance of the rebels was so rapid and spirited that his men could not 
check them, and his men were forced onto the main bodv of my 
command before I could form them. The rebelscontinued to follow 
close for about 3 miles. I succeeded in forming my men about 5 
miles this side of Winchester, and remained there a short time. I 
had some apprehensions that-they were again trying to flank us. I 
then fell back slowly. I brought my command ‘into camp about 9 
p. m. of the 8th instant. 


The casualties are as follows: Seventh Regiment West Virginia 
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Cavalry, 4 taken prisoners ; Sixth Regiment West Virginia Cavalry, 
18 men and 1 officer—Lieutenant Medera. 

The Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry were left on the picket 
post. I have not received a list of men missing in that detachment. 
Iam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. W. HUNTER, 
Major Sixth Regt. West Virginia Cav., Comdg. Detachment. 
Capt. WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


[First indorsement.] 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Division, DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, April 10, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded, with inclosed Special Orders, No. 23, and 
orders to Major Hunter, which will explain the matter fully. 
I request that Maj. H. W. Hunter be dishonorably dismissed the 


‘service. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


{Second indorsement. ] 


Hpors. CAVALRY, DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, April 14, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded to department headquarters. 

The inclosed report of Captain Martindale, being made up from 
what he heard other people say and not from what heactually knew, 
does not seem sufficient to warrant the dishonorable dismissal of 
Major Hunter. It is recommended that charges be preferred, and 
he (Major Hunter) be brought before general court-martial for trial. 

JUL. STAHEL, 
Major-General, Chief of Cavalry. 


[Third indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., April 20, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 
Brigadier-General Averell has been instructed to cause charges to 
be preferred against Major Hunter, preparatory to his trial by gen- 
eral court-martial.* 
F. SIGEL, 


Major-General. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. Cav. Div., Drpt. or W. VA., 
‘ No. 23. Martinsburg, W. Va., April 10, 1864. 
’ On the 7th instant 107 men of the Sixth and Seventh West Vir- 
ginia Cavalry and 44 men of the Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 
in all 151 men, were sent out under the command of Major Hunter, 
Sixth West Virginia Cavalry, to capture or destroy two companies 
of rebels, which were prowling about our lines and supposed to be 
about 100 strong. 

After a short scout the force under Major Hunter came upon, the 
rebels in the town of Winchester, on the 8th instant, feeding their 
horses and in promising condition to be surprised. The rebels, how- 


*Major Hunter was discharged upon expiration of service, August 18, 1864, 
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ever, escaped, and were followed a mile beyond the town, when the 
attack was abandoned and our men brought back to the north side 
of the town, when the commanding officer left them to enter a house, 
where he remained for some time, without having taken any pre 
caution against surprise, except leaving the detachment of the Four- 
teenth Pennsylvania Cavalry asa rear guard. The enemy, availing 
himself of the carelessness and utter want of common sense dis- 
played by the commander of our force, charged upon the rear 
guard and threw it upon the main body, which, already in disorder, 
was quickly thrown into confusion, and 27 men were lost in the dis- 
graceful and dastardly flight of 151 men before less than 100 rebels. 
The numbers of the enemy, it has been ascertained from various 
persons who counted them, were less than 100, The Union women 
who witnessed the affair wept for shame. 

The brigadier-general commanding entertains the impression that 
the men who were sent out on the expedition would have done bet- 
ter without a commanding officer. It is very seldom that so fine an 
opportunity is offered to our troops to distinguish themselves, but 
instead of distinction this occasion furnished disgrace and disaster. 
The brigadier-general commanding firmly believes that the 27 men 
who were lost to the enemy, had they been properly led by a cool 
and intrepid officer, could have beaten the enemy. He can find no 
words to express his shame and mortification. The commanding 
officer seemed to forget the object of his expedition at the very mo- 
ment he could have attained it, and then was incompetent to return 
without additional disgrace. 

Major Hunter is hereby placed in arrest, and will be recommended 
for dishonorable dismissal from the service. 

By command of Brig. Gen. W. W. Averell : 

WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Inclosure No. 2.] 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Division, DEPT. or WEST VIRGINIA, - 
i Martinsburg, April 7, 1864. 
Maj. H. W. Hunter, 


Siath West Virginia Cavalry: 


Masor: The general commanding desires you to take 150 men 
from those at the picket-line and proceed up the Back Creek Valley, 
striking the Romney road at a point west of the junction with the 
road which runs down Capon Springs. You will endeavor to sur- 
prise and capture or disperse a body of the enemy said to be lying 
near Concord Church, on Timber Ridge. 

Having accomplished this object you will return down the Rom- 
ney pike to Winchester, and thence to this place. Any important 
information you may get will be sent in at once by couriers. 

You are at liberty to take 50 of your 150 men from the picket 
which went out this morning. 

Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
_WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

P. §.—You will return to-morrow. 

By order : 

_ WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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MARTINSBURG, April 10, 1864. 
[Capt. WILL RuMsEY :] 

Captain: According to orders from General Averell, bearing date 
of April 8, instant, I left Martinsburg about 10 o’clock in the even- 
ing, moved leisurely in the direction of Winchester, arriving there 
about daylight. Sent my advance guards through the town briskly. 
Finding no enemy, I moved in the direction of Newtown. On the 
way to Newtown I met a lady from Strasburg; she told me that a 
party of rebel soldiers, numbering from 90 to 100 men, were en- 
camped one-half mile this side of Middletown ; had come from Win- 
chester, fetching with them 27 Federal prisoners. They left Middle- 
town about 5.30 o’clock the next morning. They left Middletown 
about the time I arrived in Winchester. After arriving at Newtown 
found all the reports that I had previously heard to be true, and that 
the enemy had about two anda half hours the start of me. The 
creeks were so swollen that I could not cross without much trouble, 
so I returned to Winchester and fed my horses. 

While in Winchester the Union people were rehearsing the skir- 
mish that took place the day before. A respectable party of Win- 
chester told me that they heard the rebel commander say that he 
**did not intend to fight Major Hunter’s command ; only intended to 
annoy his rear.”’ Several ladies and gentlemen told me that when 
the enemy were driving Captain Crawford through the streets of 
Winchester that Major Hunter was talking with some ladies and 
his command was straggling and lying about—some mounted and 
dismounted men, as twenty responsibie parties informed me; that 
the rebel party that attacked Major Hunter did not exceed 100 men. 
After feeding my horses I returned to Martinsburg, bringing back 
all men and horses that I started with. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
F. G. MARTINDALE, 
Captain, First New York (Lincoln) Cavalry. 


APRIL 11, 1864.—Affair near Greenwich, Va. 
REPORTS. 


No. 1.—Capt. James W. Long, Second U. S. Infantry. 
No, 2.—Maj. Gen. James E. B. Stuart, C. S. Army. 


No. 1. 
Report of Capt. James W. Long, Second U.S. Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND InFantRY, U. S. ARMY, 

: Catlett’s Station, Va., Apri 12, 1864. 

Str : Inobedience to orders from regimental headquarters, I started 
last evening in command of a detachment composed of Companies 
C, H, and K, Second Infantry, U. S. Army, to search after Captain 
McKee, Second Infantry, who had been reported severely wounded 
by guerrillas. I first proceeded to Greenwich, 7 miles from camp, 
where I learned that a fight had occurred between Captain McKee, 
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Lieutenants Lacey, Byrne, and Butler, Second Infantry, and some 
guerrillas in ambush. Not learning anything of the whereabouts of 
these officers, I then proceeded with my command to the house of 
the reverend Mr. Balch. There I learned that the fight had taken 
place in the woods near the house, but could not learn positively 
the whereabouts of any of the officers missing. rom there I went 
to Mr. Marsteller’s, where I found the body of Captain McKee, who 
had been killed in the fray. The thieves who killed him had taken 
his boots, hat, and some papers, besides rifling his pockets of every- 
thing they contained. The family had seen two officers, whom I 
recognized froni their description as Lieutenants Byrne and Butler, 
as prisoners, being run off in the direction of the mountains by 
their captors. Lieutenant Lacey, I understand, escaped. 

After getting the body of Captain McKee, I returned home. 

The place where Captain McKee was killed was in a country road, 
between the houses of Mr. Balch and Mr. Marsteller, the thick pines 
on each side of the road serving admirably for an ambush. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES W. LONG, 
Capt. Second Infantry, U. S. Army, Comdg. Detachment. 
[Capt. J. S. ConrRaAD, | 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


[First indorsement.] 
’ 


Hpgrs. First Brigaps, First Division, FirrH Corps, 
April 12, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded. 
These officers absented themselves from camp in violation of 


orders. ° 
R. B. AYRES, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[Second indorsement.] 


Hpgrs. First Division, FirrH Corps, April 12, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded. 
Attention directed to General Ayres’ indorsement. 
JOS. J. BARTLETT, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


[Third indorsement. ] 


eee _ Hers. Firry Army Corps, April 14, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded. : 
If such lessons are necessary to convince officers of the necessity 

of obeying orders they can scarcely be regretted. From my expe- 

rience with the people of Virginia in the region we have been so 
long in possession of I think them entitled to no consideration, and 
believe our interests imperatively demand a complete clearing out of 
all the residents for a space of 15 to 20 miles on each side of the rail- 
road by compelling them to move to another location. all people 
wae have taken the oath of allegiance being compensated for their 
OSses. 

Gok. WARREN. 
Major-General of Volunteers. 
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[Fourth indo#sement. } 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
Apri 15, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded, with the recommendation that First 
Lieuts. Francis H. Lacey, Thomas Byrne, and James Butler, Second 
U. 8. Infantry, be dismissed the service for having absented them- 
selves from their camp in violation of orders. 
GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Fifth indorsement.] 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S, OFFICE, 
Apri 19, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to Major-General Halleck, Chief of Staff, 


U.S. Army. 
pun Deel OWNS END: 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
[Sixth indorsement. ] 
APRIL 19, 1864. 
Approved. 
_H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 
[Seventh indorsement.] 
APRIL 20, 1864. 
Approved.* 


EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


No. 2. 
Report of Maj. Gen. James E. B. Stuart, C. S. Army. 


Hpagrs. Cav. Corps, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 

April 14, 1864. 
CoLonEL: I have the honor to report the following affair (petite 

guerre) which occurred near Catlett’s Station on the 11th instant : 
Privates Richard Lewis and A. A. Marsteller, both of Company 
H, Fourth Virginia Cavalry, met with a party of 4 officers of the 
regular army, U. 8. Army (a captain and 3 lieutenants). These two 
‘gallant scouts attacked the party, Lewis confronting the leading two 
while Marsteller presented his pistol at the twoinrear. One of these 
(Captain McKee, of the Second U. 8. Infantry) offered resistance, 
but was eventually killed, not, however, until he had fired twice at 
his assailant. The captain’s comrade took advantage of this ren- 
counter and escaped. Marsteller having dispatched McKee, re-en- 


* By Special Orders, No. 154, paragraph 49, War Department, Adjutant-General’s 
Office, April 21, 1864, Lieutenants Lacey, Byrne, and Butler were dismissed the 
service of the United States, but this dismissal was revoked, by direction of the Presi- 
dent, in Special Orders, No. 245, paragraph 43, War Department, Adjutant-General’s 
Office, July 22, 1864, 
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forced Lewis, when the two remaining officers surrendered. They 
are First Lieutenants Butler and Burns [Byrne], of the Second U.S. 
Infantry, evidently veterans promoted for meritorious conduct from 
the ranks. They have been brought safely through to my head- 
quarters. This all took place withina short distance of the camp of 
a portion of the Fifth Corps. 

The commanding general’s attention is respectfully invited to these 
instances of the exhibition of extraordinary bravery and individual 
prowess. These officers were all armed and mounted ; were veterans 
of the Regular Army—one says twenty years in the service. 

Would it be improper to send this report to His Excellency the 
President ? 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
} J. E. BSTUART, 
Major-General. 
Lieut. Col. W. H: TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{First indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
Apri 15, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded for the information of the Department, in 
connection with the report on the same subject transmitted yester- 


day. 
% R. E. LEE, 
General. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


Respectfully sub ato tt 7 APRIL 28, 1864. 
espectfully submitted to the President, in compli it] . 
gestion of General Stuart. ompliance with asug 
As a bold deed it may instruct and please. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


APRIL 12-14, 1864.* Expedition from Point Lookout, Md., to Westmoreland 
County, Va. 


Report of Brig. Gen, Edward W. Hinks, U. 8S. Army, command- 
ing Saint Mary’s District. 


HeapQuartTers Satnt Mary’s District 
f ue ae Point Lookout, Md., April 15, 1864, 
AgoR: I have the honor to report that on 

12th instant, with 300 men of the Thirtycith toe Coleen The 
fantry, Colonel Draper, and 50 U.S. cavalry, under Lieutenant Mix 
on board the steamer Long Branch, with three gun-boats of the 
Potomac Flotilla, under command of Captain Eastman, I proceeded 
from this district to the Virginia shore in search of contraband goods 
and Le as aD blockading establishments. “i 

On Wednesday morning I effected a landing on ig 
Lower Machodoc Creek, and sent a boat a pedition seers oF 
Colonel Draper across the creek to scour the peninsula between it 
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and the Nomini River, to search for contraband goods, which re- 
sulted in seizing 177 boxes of superior Gravely tobacco, probably 
worth $40,000 U. S. currency. 

Mr. Joseph H. Maddox, who claimed to own the tobacco, and to 
be an emissary of the Federal Government, was taken as a prisoner 
and brought to this point. Maddox has been arrested once before as 
a blockade-runner, and says he paid Reverdy Johnson $1,000 to get 
him clear, which statement is confirmed by a declaration previously 
made by his brother, who resides in this county. 

Wednesday evening Captain Lawrence, assistant adjutant-general, 
with 150 men of the Thirty-sixth Infantry, and Lieutenant Mix’s 
cavalry discovered the presence of a small body of the enemy’s 
cavalry upon the right bank of the Machodoc, and immediately ad- 
vanced to attack them, when they fell back to a hill about 6 miles 
from the place of our landing, to which they were pursued, and from 
which they fled upon the approach of our troops. Not deeming it 
profitable to pursue them, | let them go. A couple of buildings from 
which our troops were fired on by the enemy were burned. 

The object of the expedition having been accomplished, on Thurs- 
day evening I returned to this point with the tobacco seized and 
about 50 contrabands, and without any loss of men or material. 

T have directed Mr. Maddox to be sent to your headquarters, and 
the tobacco to be forwarded to Lieutenant-Colonel Biggs, depart- 
ment quartermaster. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWD,. W. AINKS, 
Brigadver-General. 
Maj. R. S. Davis, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


APRIL 13, 1864.—Affair near Nokesville, Va. 
Report of Capt. James F. Grimes, Seventeenth U. S. Infantry. 
Hpgrs. BATTALION SEVENTEENTH U.S. INFANTRY, 
| Camp near Nokesville, Va., April 14, 1864. 
LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report that the outpost of cav- 


alry, Thirteenth Pennsylvania, thrown out some 500 yards in ad- 
vance of this camp, was attacked by guerrillas at 6 p. m. last even- 


ing. 
W. Flanders, a notorious guerrilla, was shot dead, but not before 


he had succeeded in wounding Private M. Locke, of the cavalry, in 


the left leg and left arm. Skirmishers were immediately thrown out 
from the camp and the woods scoured by them and a party of the 


‘Thirteenth Pennsylvania, under Major McCabe, but without secur- 


ing the remainder of the guerrilla gang. ; ; 

1 would also respectfully state that the man Flanders was identified 
by the officers of this regiment as the man who on several occasions 
accompanied Dr. Edmunds into the camp of the Seventeenth In- 
fantry, while at Catlett’s Station. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. F. GRIMES, | 
Captain Seventeenth U. S. Infantry, Commanding. 
Lieut. W. W. Swan, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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APRIL 13-15, 1864, Reconnaissance from Portsmouth to the Blackwater, Va, 
Report of Brig. Gen. Charles A. Heckman, U. Si Army. 


HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES, 
Near Portsmouth, Va., April 16, 1864. 


Sir: I have the honor to report that, in accordance with instruc- 
tions from headquarters Department of Virginia and North Carolina, 
a reconnaissance in force was made to the Blackwater. The force 
consisted of detachments of the Eleventh and Fifth Pennsylvania 
and Second U. 8. Colored Cavalry Regiments—an aggregate of 1,500 
men, commanded by Lieut. Col. George Stetzel, Eleventh Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry. 

The force took up their line of march from Suffolk at 10 p.m. 13th 
instant, for Zuni, via Deserted House, arriving at Andrews’ Corners 
or Cross-Roads at daylight 14th instant. No signs or traces of the 
enemy were visible along the line of march. The main body of the 
force being stationed at the cross-roads, scouting parties were sent 
out in all directions ; four companies were sent to Zuni with instruc- 
tions to picket the roads leading to Broadwater bridge, Isle of Wight 
Court-House, and other roads leading to the Blackwater. At Zuni 
a small force of rebels (30 or 40) were seen behind their earth-works. 
Efforts were made to draw their fire by our men exposing themselves 
with a view to ascertain if they had artillery, but proved fruitless. 
No shots were exchanged, 

Pickets were sent out on the roads leading to Joinerand Blackwater 
bridges, on the Blackwater River. The road leading to Blackwater 
bridge from the main road to Joiner Bridge is impassable, being 
blockaded by a large number of trees felled across the road. No 
evidence of the enemy at this point. A forcewasalsosent to Windsor 
to picket the roads in that vicinity. Private Thomas H. Langley, 
of the Seventh Confederate Cavalry, was here captured, claiming to 
Obata his company at Zuni for the purpose of ahtennee something 
o eat. 

At dusk, on the 14th instant, the pickets on the different roads were 
drawn in, when the column returned to camp, where they arrived at 
2p. m. on the 15th instant. In addition to the above force, a force 
commanded by Col. W. H. P. Steere was sent to Suffolk to hold that 
point during the absence of cavalry. The force was composed of the 
following regiments and detachments: Highth Connecticut Volun- 
teers, Thirteenth New Hampshire Volunteers, Twenty-seventh Mas- 
sachusetts Volunteers, two companies of the Twenty-fifth Massachu- 
setts, and a section of the Fourth Wisconsin Battery. In compliance 
with instructions, a portion of the force was sent to Milnerstown, and 
scouting parties sent up and down the branch to co-operate with navy 
cutters. As soon as the navy had finished exploring, the infantry 
returned to Suffolk. No indications of the enemy were seen. 

After the return of Colonel Stetzel’s command the entire force 
returned to camp, leaving the usual pickets at Bernard’s Mills. 

Col. 8. H. Roberts, commanding District of Currituck, reports 
the capture of Colonel Whitson, Eighth North Carolina (rebel) TIn- 
fantry ; he was formerly lieutenant-colonel, and succeeded Colonel 
Shaw when he was killed. Colonel Whitson was on a visit home. and 
when an effort was made to capture him he attempted to escape ; 
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paying no attention when commanded to halt, he was shot and dan- 
gerously wounded. 
I would also respectfully report the return of the troops of my 
command ordered to report to Brigadier-General Graham. 
Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
etal ire A. HECKMAN, 
rigadier- Ge: m 
Bec era Botiack g eneral, Commanding. 
fort Monroe, 


APRIL 13-15, 1864.—Expedition from Norfolk to Isle of Wight County, Va., 
and skirmishes near Cherry Grove Landing and at Smithfield, ; 


REPORTS. 


No, 1.—Brig. Gen. Charles K, Graham, U. 8, Army, commanding Naval Brigade. 
No, 2.—Col. Andrew Ewell, Twenty-third Massachusetts Infantry, 

No. 8.—Col, Josiah Pickett, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry. 

No. 4,—Col. Oliver Keese, jr., One hundred and eighteenth New York Infantry. 


No. 1. 


Report of Brig. Gen. Charles K. Graham, U. 8S. Army, command- 
mg Naval Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS NAVAL BRIGADE, 
Norfolk, Va., April 16, 1864. 

CoLoNEL: I have the honor to report the following as the result 
of an expedition to Isle of Wight County, under the instructions 
issued by you on the 12th instant : 

At 7p. m. on the 13th instant the transports Woodis, Tucker, Tracy, 
Thomas, and Pentz, convoyed by the army gun-boats Brewster, 
Jesup, Reno, a small boat fitted out temporarily called the Emma, 
and a detachment of 1 officer and 40 men belonging to the gun-boat 
Foster, with four launches, left this place at the same time and pro- 
ceeded as far as the flag-ship Minnesota, off Newport News. 

At my request Admiral Lee dispatched the naval gun-boat Dela- 
ware, piloted by Mr. Monroe, of the Jesup, with the launches and de- 
tachment from the gun-boat Foster, to the Nansemond, the launches 
to take the place of the pontoons, which I discovered late in the after- 
noon to have been neglected to be provided for the crossing of the 
detachment which had concentrated at Sleepy Hole for that purpose. 
- The launches arrived at the point indicated at 12 midnight, and the 
crossing immediately commenced. It was daylight before it was 
accomplished. 

At 12 midnight the gun-boat Brewster convoyed the transport 
Pentz, with the Twenty-third Massachusetts Volunteers on board, to 
Berwell’s Bay and landed it there, the navy gun-boats remaining at 
that point to cover the detachment, and the gun-boat Brewster 
returning to the mouth of Pagan Creek, from which point, in connec- 
tion with the gun-boat Jesup, she was to convoy the transports 
Tracy and Thomas, having on board the Twenty-tifth Massachusetts 
Volunteers, to Smithfield. The Jesup having grounded, the Brew- 
ster and steamer Emma, with Lieutenant Bleadenhiser, of the Jesup, 
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on board, started to convoy the transports. Great delay was expe- 
rienced in finding the channel of the creek, owing to the changes 
‘caused by the recent freshets, and the boats continually grounded. 
The Brewster was unable to proceed, and the transports were finally 
convoyed by the naval gun-boat Stepping Stones and the steamer 
Emma, landing the troops at Smithfield about 12 noon on the 14th 
instant. 

At 4a. m. on the 14th instant I sailed from off Newport News on 
the flag-ship Chamberlain, followed by the transports Tucker and 
Woodis, with the Ninth New Jersey Volunteers and two sections 
of artillery on board, under convoy of the army gun-boat Reno, pro- 
ceeding up Chuckatuck Creek to Cherry Grove Landing, where the 
infantry and artillery were landed at 7a.m. No opposition was made 
to the landing, and soon after Colonel Keese, with his detachment of 
the One hundred and eighteenth New York Volunteers, reported, 
not having arrived as early as was expected in order to cover the 
landing of the troops at this point, owing to the delay in crossing 
the Nansemond River. At this point a large sloop that had been 
drawn up on the land was destroyed by detachment from the crew 
of the gun-boat Reno. 

At 7.45 a, m. the line of march was taken up for Smithfield. Upon 
the advance of the skirmishers they were fired on from the woods by 
a force of about 100 men, and continual skirmishing was kept up for 
3 or 4 miles. Owing to the dense thicket on both sides of the road 
it was impossible to capture the party which annoyed our advance 
and delayed the column in its march. One of the enemy being 
wounded fell into our hands, reporting that hé belonged to the 
Sixty-first North Carolina Infantry, our loss being 1 man, slightly 
wounded. 

Upon arriving at Benn’s Church the column was halted for twenty 
minutes, when the line of march was again taken up, the One hun- 
dred and eighteenth New York Volunteers being ordered to remain 
at that point until 3 p. m., when it would follow to Smithfield. 

I arrived at Smithfield about 5 p. m. Finding that the force 
landed at Berwell’s Bay had not reached that place, as was expected, 
and the Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteers, which landed at 
Smithfield, had taken the road to Isle of Wight Court-House instead 
of that’ leading to Benn’s Church, I immediately made arrange- 
ments to hold the town, sent Lieutenant Bullard, of my staff, with a 
small squad of cavalry, to find the whereabouts of the Twenty-fifth 
Massachusetts Volunteers, and dispatched the gun-boat Brewster 
with a transport to Berwell’s Bay for the purpose of re-embarking 
the force landed there, should they have fallen back to the cover of 
the gun-boats. The Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteers reported 
to me in about an hour, having found the road and ascertained that 
I had reached Smithfield. Not having heard from the force landed 
on Berwell’s Bay I concluded to remain until morning, 

At daylight on the morning of the 15th instant a detachment of 
the One.hundred and eighteenth New York Volunteers was ordered 
to proceed up Pagan Creek for the purpose of destroying all small 
boats. They marched about 2 miles, met no force of the enemy and 
reported as having destroyed two eight-oared boats, four skiffs, and 
two dug-outs, Lieutenant Margerum likewise ascended the creek 
for several miles in the gun-boat Emma, seeing no enemy and dis- 
covering no boats. At 4 a. m. Captain Harris, of the gun-boat 
Brewster, having reported the safe re-embarkment of the Twenty- 
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third Massachusetts Volunteers, they having fallen back! to the cover 
of the gun-boats (for the cause of such a movement you are respect- 
fully referred to the report of Colonel Elwell, commanding that 
regiment), I immediately commenced re-embarking the expedition, 
which “being accomplished, Captain Sampson, of my staff, was_or- 
dered on board the transport John Tucker, with orders to proceed 


_with the transports to Portsmouth. oh 
__,For the minor details of the forces that were not under my imme-) 
diate supervision you are respectfully referred to the reports of the — 


_ officers in command, which eaves this. 


Owing to the want of transportation, but little property was brought 
off, though considerable had been collected. The following is a list 
of captiires furnished by Captain Sampson, quartermaster of the 
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expedition: Ten horses, 3 carriages, 14 boxes tobacco, 75 papers 


smoking tobacco, 17 pairs boots, one-half barrel sugar, 8 augers, 2 _ 


Ee and dies, 2 sets harness, 1 skiff, 20 yards cotton cloth, 4 sad- 
es. 

The following is a list* of the casualties during the expedition. — 
_ Prisoners captured: One signal officer, 5 privates, C. 8. Army; 
also 1 piece of artillery (brass), and quantity of ammunition, © 


_ Respectfully submitted, , 
CHARLES K. GRAHAM, 


~ Col. J. W. SHAFFER, y 
Chief of Staff to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler. 


No. 2. 


Report of Col. Andrew Elwell, Twenty-third Massachusetts Infantry. 


Hpars. TWENTY-THIRD MASSACHUSETTS VOLS., 

Near Portsmouth, Va., April 15, 1864. 

Str: In compliance with Special Orders, paragraph II, No. 14, 
headquarters Lee’s brigade, I proceeded with 16 officers and 398 men 
of my regiment by rail to Portsmouth, Va., at 5 p. m. on the 13th 
instant, and then, in compliance with orders from Brigadier-General 
Graham, embarked on board the steamer John W. D. Pentz and 
sailed up the James River under convoy of the gun-boat Brewster. 


I landed with my command about 9 miles above Smithfield at 4 


o'clock on the morning of the 14th instant. I immediately took a 
‘line of march toward the town. After marching about 3 miles 


came upon the enemy’s pickets and drove them in. Continued on 
about 2 miles farther, where I came upon the enemy concealed be- 


hind earthworks. After a short skirmish with them, drove them 
out with a loss on our side of 2 men (Privates Osborn, Company G, 
and Symond, Company C) slightly wounded in the leg. I followed 
them on about half a mile, when they again made a stand on the 
farther side of a mill-pond at a place called Wren’s Mills, and there 


_ being but a very narrow place to cross I engaged them for about one 


hour, when one company charged across, drove them from their po- 
sition, and captured a signal officer of the C. 8. service and 2 privates 


* Nominal list of casualties (omitted) reports 4 men wounded (1 mortally) and 1 — 


missing of the Twenty-third Massachusetts, 1 wounded of the Ninth New Jersey, 
and 1 man accidentally drowned of the Thirteenth New York Artillery, 
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a of ‘the Seventh C. S. Cavalry. -T’had one sergeant dangerously ‘ 


-* Company I). ; lah 
‘The enemy’s cavalry having begun to give some trouble in my 


not knowing the strength or position of the enemy in front, I deemed 
- it proper to fall back to the James River at a point called Fort Boy- 

kin. 1 found near this fort a signal station, where I captured a pri- _ 
vate of the Seventh C..S. Cavalry ; also a piece of artillery and a. 
quantity of ammunition said to have been taken by the enemy from 


march to this point I had a corporal (Corporal Lord, Company I) 
_ geriously wounded in the right leg by the enemy’s cavalry, who fol- 
lowed our rear guard very close. I sent my wounded men on board 
- the gun-boat and turned over to Captain Fyffe, U. S. Navy, all 
prisoners captured, together with the piece of artillery and ammu- 


barked at 8 p. m. and sailed down to Pagan Creek, where we came 
~ to anchor for the night to await the arrival of boats from Smithfield. 
' At 10 o’clock this a. m., in compliance with orders, received from 
'. Brigadier-General Graham, I proceeded to Portsmouth with my 
command, from there by rail to my camp at this place, arriving at 
3.30 p. m. 
: ys in killed and wounded, but should judge from what I could 
- learn from the prisoners taken that they had at least 100 men, and I 
have no doubt but what I did them much injury. My loss is, 
wounded, 4; missing, 1; total, 5. The enemy’s loss, as far as I am 
_ able to tell, is 4 prisoners, one piece of artillery, and a quantity of 
>; ammunition. 
’ :; Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ges, ANDREW ELWELL, ~ 

pial Colonel, Commanding Regiment, 
Brigadier-General GRAHAM, 
Commanding Army Gun-boats. 


No. 3. 


Report of Col. Josiah Pickett, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry. 
yt Hpars, 25TH MASSACHUSETTS VET. VOL. INFANTRY, 
April 19, 1864, 
LrruTEeNnant: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with 
Special Orders, No. 14, paragraph III, I left my camp on the 13th 
_ with 400 men and 19 officers, taking the cars for Portsmouth, and 
arriving there at sunset, immediately embarked the right wing on 
| board the steamer C. W. Thomas and the left on the John Tracy. — 
~ At midnight I received my instructions, a copy of which I inclose.* 
- In running up the river from Newport News our transports, with 
the convoy gun-boat Jesup, grounded ; ‘ 
immovable we passed on, running ashore again at the mouth of 


Pagan Creek. The men on board the Thomas were then removed 4 


* Not found, 


wy . 5 . A, 
~ rear, and having no means to carry my wounded along with me,and  ~ 


the U.S. gun-boat Barney Smith, near Smithfield. During my | 


“aN 


nition. I have missing 1 private (Thomas, Company F), who is — 
probably wounded and a prisoner. He was sent with my quarter- — 
master to the river to communicate with the gun-boats. I re-em- 


It was impossible to find out the strength of the enemy or their | 


the Jesup finally remaining ~ 
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on board some launches ; the steamer worked off, and, piloted by the 
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-gun-boat Stepping Stones, we proceeded up the creek, reaching — tae 


~ Smithfield at 2 p. m. 


In accordance with my instructions, I landed my regiment, and 


immediately pushed on the road indicated in my orders.: When 


some 2 miles from town firing was heard from the gun-boats in our | 


rear ; leaving them to take care of the enemy there, I continued to 


advance. Reaching Scott’s Mills, some 6 miles from Smithfield, I 


_ obtained information that the co-operating column had passed that 
point, taking another road for Smithfield. Under these circum- 


to General Graham, who directed me to bivouac my men outside the 


town and throw out my outposts, which I did, strongly picketing all © 


stances I deemed it useless to proceed farther, returned, and reported ° 


the approaches during the night. At daybreak I was ordered to re- ae 
> embark with my command, reaching Portsmouth at 2 p.m.andmy 


own camp some two hours thereafter. 


Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ae ‘i 


J. PICKETT, 
Colonel 25th Massachusetts Veteran Volunteer Infantry. 


Lieut. R. DALE BENSON, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 4, 


Report of Col. Oliver Keese, jr., One hundred and eighteenth New 
erat York Infantry. | 


Hpgrs. 118TH REGIMENT NEW YORK STATE VOLS., | 
Bowers’ Hill, Va., April 16, 1864. 
LIEUTENANT : In obedience to your instructions, I left my camp at 
Bowers’ Hill, Va., on the 13th instant, at 3 p. m., and marched to 
Sleepy Hole Landing, on the Nansemond River, arriving there be- 


the 14th instant. aN 

I got my command across the river by 4 a. m., landing at Hol- 
loway’s Wharf. I immediately sent 100 men, under command of 
_Lieutenant-Colonel Nichols, down the river to Barrel Point, and 
started with the remainder of my command, 300 men, for Cherry 
Grove, arriving there at 7 a. m.. ; 

At the village of Chuckatuck I found and destroyed three boats. 
I found no other boats on the march. | I captured at Chuckatuck and 
on the march to Cherry Grove 10 horses and 4 mules. After halting 
-at Cherry Grove an hour, in obedience to your orders, I followed the 
‘line of march of the Ninth New Jersey to Benn’s Church, arriving 
there at 11.20 a.m. Jremained there until 2.30 p. m., when hearing 
artillery firing I moved on toward Smithfield, Va., arriving there 
at 5 p.m. Icaptured at Mrs. Norfleet’s house, about 2 miles from 


Cherry Grove, a private in the signal corps. The scouts of the en- 


emy showed themselves at different points along our line of march. 
On the morning of the 15th, at daylight, 70 men, under command 
of Captain Parmenter, marched up the Smithfield Creek 2 miles ; 
they found and destroyed 2 eight-oared launches, 4 skiffs, and 2 dug- 
outs. The horses and mules that I captured on the route were turned 

_ loose for want of transportation at Smithfield. 
. Lieutenant-Colonel Nichols, commanding the detachment that 


oy 


arr 
ae 


tween 6 and 7 p. m., and then waited for the launches until 2a.m. _ ae 


Nn iy) fed vere 7 Ba at Ley oa oF 
OPERATIONS IN N.C. VA. W. VA. MD., AND PA, [Cr v 
marched to Barrel Point, on the Nansemond, reports that he found — 
‘ho boats on the: line of his march, but saw 4 of the enemy's scouts 5 


about 5 miles down the river. 
a 


’ [havethe honor to be, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient . 
©. KEESE) JR 1o 9% 
Colonel, Comdg. 118th Regt. New York Volunteers, 


an Lieut. R. D. BENSON, . 
6 Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. Rae 


servant, , 


aed 


YG ts APRIL 15, 1864.—Affairs near Bristoe Station and Milford, Va. 


Ri _ Report of Col. William McCandless, Second Pennsylvania Reserves, 
Re) commanding division. 4 


tig Hpgrs. Pa. RESERVES, THIRD Div., FirrH Corps, " 
a ) Bristoe, April 18, 1864. 
_ CononeL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
telegram of to-day with reference to attacks on railroad guard, &c. 7 
' The only one I have failed to report was that of the 15th instant, ¥: 
when 3 mounted guerrillas passed along the north side of the rail- 
road outside of the infantry picket above Manassas Junction, fired 
into and shot 2 men of the Tenth Regiment Infantry, who were 
‘attached to a squad sent out as guard with a wagon to obtain wood. 
-. The same squad of guerrillas crossed Broad Run near Milford and 
surprised the vedettes of the Thirteenth Cavalry, who were posted 
on the Greenwich road, about 1} miles from Bristoe. These vedettes 
_ *(4in number) behaved shamefully, abandoning one of their com- 
ig re rades, who was killed, and losing their horses. I have placed them — 
in arrest and had charges preferred against them for misbehavior | — 
before the enemy. Bete es, 
Such cases as the above will continue to occur as long as this 
cavalry is on duty here, they being entirely unfitted for the service 
required. While the Fourth Pennsylvania Cavalry were on duty 
here no guerrillas ventured near the railroad without being either 
killed or captured. : wae 
‘ay Iam, very respectfully, yours, &c., | Be 
. WM. McCANDLESS, i 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 7 


si “ f 
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i Lieutenant-Colonel Lockn, 


bee v's Assistant Adjutant-General. : 4 
es a \ : ; Aas 
i APRIL 16, 1864.—Affair near Catlett’s Station, Va. - 
Report of Maj. Gen. James E. B. Stuart, C. S. Army. iM a 

* Hpgrs. Cav. Corps, ARMy or NoRTHERN VIRGINIA, ee 
ne April 20, 1864. , 
+ CoLoNEL : I have the honor to report the following affair (petite 
SO - guerre), Which occurred in the operations within the enemy’s lines Be: 


near Catlett’s Station on the 16th instant : , 
Privates Channing M, Smith, Richard Lewis, and Love, of Com- oe 
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~ pany H, Fourth Virginia Cavalry, acting as scouts in Fauquier 

County, met and attacked a party of 5 of the enemy, killing 4, the | a 

other escaping. This affair reflects great credit on the valor and skill, 

_ of the gallant scouts who executed it, and too much praise cannot be ee 

awarded them. Their operations serve to inspire confidence inour 

cause and keep our enemies in a state of constant and wholesome 
terror. The attention of the commanding general is called to these. 
young men, who are continually giving evidence of their gallantry 

and daring by similar exploits. 

_ Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, — 

J. B. BY STUART, oe 3 

pee he Major-General, oa 

: Lieut. Col. W. H. Taytor, - ih eae 
i Assistant Adjutant-General. Veale 


{Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS, April 20, 1864. 


Secretary of War to the gallantry of Channing M. Smith and other 
young scouts of this army. es 
R. E. LER, oles 
General. .. ee 

i oe tat 


| APRIL 17, 1864.—Skirmish at Beaver Creek, N. C. 8 
Report of Col. James W. Savage, Twelfth New York Cavalry. e 


Hogrs. TweLrtH NEw YorK VOLUNTEER CAVALRY, 
Camp Palmer, April 20, 1864. | 


Sir: I have the honor to report that a detachment of 22men,under = 
_ Actg. Capt. John W. Horn and Lieut. H. Watkins, left this camp | 
_ on a reconnaissance at 12 o’clock on Saturday last, Captain Horn 
_ had general instructions to discover whether there was any force in | 
Trenton and any considerable body of men on the Kinston road. — 
At about 4 p.m. on Sunday, the 17th, he was attacked by a con- 
_ siderable force of cavalry and infantry, numbering in all about 500. 
' Themen seem to have fought with great bravery, and to have held 
their ground for some time until completely surrounded. All but 4 
_of the detachment have returned, one of whom, Sergeant Benton, is 
‘known to have been wounded. I transmit the report* of Captain 
Horn to me. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
| f JAS. W. SAVAGE, 
Colonel Twelfth New York Volunteer Cavalry. 


Lieut. W1LL1AM L. WHEATON, - 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Not found, 
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No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, U. S. Army, commanding Department of 
ig _ Virginia and North Carolina. ve 
No. 2 2.—Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U.S. Army, ¢ commanding District of North Cao- ‘ i, 
ae lina. eh 
No, 3.--Brig. Gen. Henry W. ‘Wessels, U.S. Army, commanding Sub-district: of a 
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. 4.—Lieut. Lucein A. Butts, Eighty-fifth New York Infantry. ue 4 
5.—Brig. Gen. Innis N. Palmer, U. 8S. Army. he 
6.—Abstract from Record of Events on return of the District of North Caro- -: 
lina for April, 1864. Rone 
No, 7.—Resolution of thanks by Confederate Congress. 
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a Reports of Maj. Gen. Berjamin F. Butler, U. S. Army, command-— 
ing Department of Virginia and ‘North Carolina. 


hae 7 Fort Monroe, Va., April 19, 1864—11 a, m. 
Bays (Received 12.30 p. m.) 
Bere: L fem received communication that the enemy have attacked — 
Plymouth in considerable force ; thus far have been repulsed. Their 
-iron-clads have not yet come into action. I have directed General 
_ Peck to make such disposition of the forces in his district as best to _ 
repel this movement. I have taken from him a single cavalry regi-_ 
ment and a light battery. He must have 10,000 men under his com- 
_ mand. Shall I do anything more ? 
B. F. BUTLER, 


Major-General. 


‘ 


_ Lieutenant- General GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va. 


Cony to Secretary of War. ) 


i 
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4 
mee Fort Monroe, VaA., April 21, ‘1864, 
a Pinisatohes from Beaufort, N. C. Rebel ram came down the . 
* Roanoke, passed Plymouth, sunk the Southfield, disabled the Miami, 
and has gone into the Sound. Flusser is killed. Great consterna-— 1 
tion there. 
| BENJ. F. BUTLER, 4 


"Hon. G. V. Fox, Major-General, Commanding. 


Assistant Secretary of the Navy. 


4 ‘ . a 
‘* 
Fort Monrog, Va., April 21, 1864—8.30 Dm, - 

(Received 10.20 p. m.) 
Dispatches in from Beaufort. Rebel ram has come down Roanoke 
River ; sunk one gun-boat ; disabled another. Commander Flusser, — . 
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rs Se * For reports of naval Hie see Ane Report of thi Ae 
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~a very valuable officer, is killed. She has passed Plymouth. My — 
three posts (Plymouth, Washington, and New Berne) are well garri-_ 


 soned with all the force I ought to spare them—provisions, men, 
_ rations, and arms. They ought to hold out, and I have every confi- 
dence they will. Perhaps this is intended as a diversion. Any in- 


structions ? 
B. F. BUTLER, 
’ Major-General. 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 


(Copy to General Grant.) 


Fort Monroe, Va., April 21, 1864—12 p. m. 
(Received 3 a. m., 22d.) 
Have received particulars from the surgeon of the Miami. Ram 
floated down the river in the night, passed the battery at Plymouth ; 
first discovered immediately under the bows of the Miami, floating 
with the current. The Southfield and Miami were lashed together. 
Flusser went forward and sighted his bow gun, loaded with shell, 10- 
second fuse ; the shell struck the iron-clad, rebounded, and killed 


Flusser instantly at the gun, one piece cutting his heart out. The _ 


ram then went into the Southfield, and she. sunk in five minutes. 
The Miami cast loose, and being afraid she would run aground 
backed down the river firing at the ram, with what damage is not 
known. When Miami got into the Sound she came to anchor and 
sent the Whitehead up to see what had become of the iron-clad. 
The Ceres, gun-boat, took Flusser’s body to Roanoke Island, and 
_ brought away the surgeon, with dispatches for Admiral Lee. In the 
~ mean time the enemy had invested Plymouth and were threatening 


anassault. Ourlast report from General Wessells, in command, was | 


that he was holding out, and the enemy were engaged shelling the 
- town. It is reported Plymouth is captured, but not credited. Ram 
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is 125 feet long, draws 8 feet of water, has two independent propel- 


lers, and makes about 4 knots; has two guns, only 20-pounders. 
She will have done all the mischief she can do, probably, before our 
obstructions and your camels could be ready. Admiral Lee has sent 
down a gun-boat. Ihave sent three army gun-boats, under Graham, 


carrying 30-pounder Parrotts, light-draught and very swift, with. 


orders to Graham to run her down. I think we will get a good 


account of her yet. Will send your telegram to Graham, with in-, 


structions to sink the obstructions if practicable. Surgeon thinks 

she had not power enough to go up the Roanoke against the current. 

So far as I can judge, after Flusser was killed no fight was made. 

; B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 


ea hOx, 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy. 


Hpers. DEPT. oF VIRGINIA AND NortTH CAROLINA, 
: Fort Monroe, Va., April 24, 1864. 
‘GENERAL : I have the honor to inclose the reports of Generals 
Palmer and Peck * upon the capture of Plymouth. It will be seen 


— 


*Peck’s report of April 22, 2 p.m., p. 286, 


a) 


Lia RUll Sti aue 


ia 


: that Plymouth reall 


posed an occupation of the river by our gun-boat 
cover our flanks. When the naval force was driven 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. . . BENJ. F. BUTLER, 


. 
A 
4 


ers. Major-General, Commanding. 
+ Maj. Gen. H. W. Hatiucx, Chief of Staff of the Army. 


et | No. 2. 
ba _ Reports of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck, U. 8S. Army, commanding Dis- — 
ag . . trict of North Carolina. | 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND DistTRIcT OF NORTH CAROLINA, - 
New Berne, N. C., April 14, 1864, 


GENERAL: General Harland reports nochange in‘his front on the _ 
12th instant. His letter has the following, which I extract: ‘ 
- John Wolfenden, who lives about 2 miles from Fort Jack, says that he wasup _ 
‘toward Greenville last Sunday and saw Captain Myers, of Whitford’s regiment. 
He says that Myers told him that the ram at Kinston was completed, and that the 
_ only delay was in the construction of the small boats to take her over the shoals. He — 
_ thought everything would be ready in less than a week, I think his account of his — 
_ conversation with Myers can be relied on, 


-. Nothing can be done by the rebels while the weather continues as 
- ithas been for many days. They must have enough to do soon in 
- other quarters. 
yan am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. JOHN J. PECK, 
Re Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. Burier, 

_ Comdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina. 


Aree — 


fe Hpgrs. ARMY AND District or NortH CAROLINA, 
ae a New Berne, N. C., April 14, 1864—7.30 p. m. 
GENERAL: I wrote you briefly this day giving the information 
sent in by General Harland respecting the iron-clad in the Neuse. 
_ I now send a copy of a communication just received from General 
__Wessells, commanding, of which he states he had sent a copy direct 
py) to your headquarters. From his letter it seems he expects an attack 
- by land and water. He reports 10,000 to 12,000 at Hamilton, and 


a ae 


asks for 5,000 fresh troops and the steamer Commodore Perry. The 

, Perry is not here, but I will suggest to Commodore Davenport to 
send the Tacony temporarily. 

i Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

ae JOHN J. PECK, 

~ Maj. Gen, B. F. Butter, Commanding, ée. aes 
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- CAPTURE OF PLYMOUTH, N.C. 


2 Tet i ea poiug [Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS SUB-DISTRICT OF THE ALBEMARLE, | 
Plymouth, N. C., April 13, 1864—5 p. m. 
Captain Jupson, ee 
Assistant Adjutant-General, District of North Carolina : 
Captain: Information from several disconnected sources has 
reached me within two days past that a large force of the enemy 
(stated at 10,000 to 12,000) has assembled near Hamilton, on this — 
river, designing, in conjunction with an iron-clad boat, to make an- 
attack on Plymouth this week ; a demonstration to be made toward 
New Berne at the same time. The persons from whom this report | ~ 
is derived reside in Bertie and Hertford Counties; areall personally 
' known to me, and I feel satisfied that they state what they believe 
to be true. They do not report from actual knowledge, but from 
statements made to them by others. Whether their informants are | 
reliable or not, Iam unable to judge. At all events, I do not feel . 
disposed to neglect their warnings, and in view of their importance > 
I request a temporary re-enforcement of 5,000 men. The presence |" 
of the gun-boat Commodore Perry, now I believe in James River, | — 
would, I think, put a stop to any further threats from the iron-clad | 
above us on this river. Itis proper to state further that information 
of a different character, derived from negroes and others, reaches 
me from this side of the Roanoke. Like that mentioned above, it is 
from hearsay, and denies that there is any formidable collection of — 
troops in the locality above named. Jam using every meansinmy 
power to arrive at the truth, but am compelled to depend upon such 
reports and through such channels as are accessible to my inform- 
ants. LRG 
The condition of the river at this time is favorable to operations 
by water, being unusually high, while the condition of the creeks 
and swamps is not favorable for the movements of troops. Ishould 
regret making any report not justified by future events, but must = = 
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_ depend upon the best information within my reach, and there is too 
~ much at stake to neglect any reasonable warnings. A copy of this 
letter is sent direct to department headquarters. . 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. WESSELLS, 


Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding., 


7 Hpers. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 18, 1864—7 p. m. 
GENERAL: At 5.30 p.m. I learned of a demonstration near our . 
‘outposts this morning by General Corse with 2,200 and four pieces 
of artillery, under orders of General Pickett. The deserters say the 
force returned to Kinston or in that direction this day, and that = | 
General Pickett would attack Little Washington to-morrow morn- 
ing. As Plymouth has been threatened, and Ransom and Garland 
are in the vicinity of Williamston, it is a matter of uncertainty 
where Pickett will strike. Under the circumstances, I have dis-_ 
patched 600 infantry to Little Washington, and Commander Daven-_ . 
port will send the Tacony this evening. This will add materially to ¥; 
‘General Harland’s strength and enable him to hold the enemy until 
more positive information reaches me. The enemy is doubtless ad- 
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eed of the withdrawal of troops from North Carolina. - Wher 
he goes he will get a good fight. Of course I shall advise you ¢ 
everything of moment at ee ones seer fi | 7 Bee 
- In haste, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: hia ee JOHN J. PECK, | 


Major-General. ‘ 


5 


Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 


ee 


Commanding, &e. 


Hpgrs. ArMy AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, bo 
New Berne, N. C., April 19, 1864. 


- GeneRAL: I had the honor to advise you last evening of the in- 
- formation which reached me from deserters respecting the movements 
_ of General Pickett on Little Washington, which has been confirmed _ 
. by others getting in this day. _ In spite of the demonstration of — 
~ General Corse and of a rumored move up the sounds from Swans- 
_ borough, I dispatched all the aid that seemed proper, and the senior | 
~ naval officer sent the Tacony. ae 
At an early hour this morning I received a dispatch from General 
_ Wessells, who writes that he forwarded a duplicate direct to your 
_ headquarters, which are practically nearer than mine. Commander 
~ Davenport had a dispatch of a similar import from Commander — 
_ Flusser, U.S. Navy. Neither General Palmer nor Commander Day- | 
enport thought it prudent to reduce the forces here in view of the 
_ situation and I fully concurred, but I have ordered the Farrow up 
_ with infantry for Plymouth, and doubt not you will send the aid — 
_ that may be necessary for General Wessells to cope properly with 
_ the enemy. . The force in North Carolina is very small indeed, there 
- being only about 10,150 present for duty. The sick, I believe, is 
— about 1,400. ! 
__ The steamer is due this afternoon from Little Washington, and I 
hope to receive something reliable respecting the operations of the 
ony. Fora number of days scarcely a man has come into our 
lines with information. ‘ Tas . 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 3 
JOHN J. PECK, . 
Major-General. 


- 
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' Maj. Gen. B. F. Butuer, 
" Commanding, &e. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District or NortTH CAROLINA, 
| New Berne, N. O., April 20, 1864. | 
GENERAL : I have the honor to inform you that my command in 
_ North Carolina having been threatened by the enemy with a general ~ 
‘attack, I found it necessary to call upon a battalion of the Twenty-fifth 
_ U.S. Colored Troops, Col. G. A. Scroggs commanding, which yester-— 
; i iy day lay at Morehead City awaiting transportation to New Orleans. I. 
had sent away a large riumber of the troops under Brigadier-General 
7 Palmer, comprising the garrison of this place, for the re-enforcement 
. of Plymouth, then besieged, and of Washington, then threatened, and 
Beas it became absolutely necessary to place all other available troops at 
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_ this point. With this object in view I telegraphed Colonel Ripley, 
Ninth Vermont Volunteers, commanding Sub-district of Beaufort, — 
to send up the battalion of the Twenty-fifth U. 8. Colored Troops. - 
Transportation was sent at the same time with the expectation the 
troops would be on their way by daylight. This morning Colonel 
Ripley communicated my orders to Colonel Scroggs, who, to my 

_ surprise, declined to obey; the major of the regiment also refuses to 
execute the orders. The senior captain of the battalion, however, 
expressed himself ready to obey orders. 

I was immediately informed by telegraph of the state of affairs. 
I then telegraphed to Colonel Ripley, and explained at length the 
great necessity of having these troops here. I directed him to | 
assure Colonel Scroggs that the delay would be short, probably not + 
more than one or two, perhaps three days, and that at any event a 
my orders would be his protection. Much to my regret,Colonel | 
Scroggs and the major both refused to obey. I immediately ordered 
the arrest of both of these officers. The regiment shortly after 

* arrived in command of the senior captain. ) 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
, Major-General, Commanding. 


Brig. Gen. L. THomas, 
Adjutant-General, U. S. Army. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND, District of NoRTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 20, 1864—12 m. 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a dis- 

, patch just received. I have just sent the steamer General Berry 

_ with Captain White, Ninety-ninth New York, bearing duplicate of 

this to you, and also a communication from Commander Davenport, 

U.S. Navy, to Rear-Admiral Lee, conveying similar information. 

I send this also for the reason that the Berry may not get through 

the canal, or even by Roanoke Island. ‘. 

The enemy have appeared in force in front of Plymouth, and attacked the place. 

The ram has sunk the Southfield, disabled the Miami, and has passed below Plymouth. 

' The sound is probably by this time in possession of the enemy, and Roanoke Island 

will undoubtedly soon be attacked, if it has not been already. Washington is also 
threatened. Firing has been heard in that direction all night and this morning. | 

Unless we are immediately and strongly re-enforced, both by land and water, all of 


Eastern North Carolina is lost to us. Immediate action is imperatively necessary. oa 
: Captain Flusser, of ‘the Miami, is killed. 7 OS am 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, Sous Rs 
JOHN J. PECK, eae 


. . t , 
Flos Major-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. Butter, “esas 
Comdg. Dept. of Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe. © a 
; ¥ 
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Hpgrs. ARMy AND DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA, ie 


New Berne, N..C., April 20, 1864. 
GENERAL: I have this morning received this very bad news from 


Plymouth, and inclose a copy of the dispatch for your information. ae 
There is no doubt but that: Plymouth is lost by this time, and the zi 


vam will probably come down oke I 
- New Berne. Unless we are ly and hea nforced 

~ both by the army and navy, North Carolina is inevitably lost. 

The ram is heavy and very formidable, and none of the gun-boats 

here can stand against its power. The Southfield is sunk, and the 4 
rest disabled. . bei era ie, Corer \ 

' u our obedient servant, ' 

ie ORLA eats JOHN J. PECK,» # 

va: i cere Major-General. 

Major-General Burier, 4 

Bema t| Commanding, &e. Ne ; 


‘Hogrs. ARMy AND District oF NoRTH CAROLINA, OM 
| New Berne, N. C., April 21, 1864... | 


_ ¢ GENERAL: I had the honor to receive late last night yourcommu- _ 
~ nication of the 17th instant in response to General Wessells’ letter of 
the 14th instant, asking for re-enforcements, in which you say as 
_ follows : \ Rong oe 
“ You will have to defend the district with your present force, and you will make vi iq 
+ such dispositions of them as will in your judgment best subserve this end. _ 4 
-* It is proper to state for your information that General Wessells 
sent this communication direct to your headquarters to save time, 
expecting that any aid which might be sent would come from Vir- 
- ginia and not from North Carolina. el 
_ General Wessells sent a duplicate of the communication to me, . 
with a letter expressing the above views in strong terms, knowing _ 
_ the reduced state of the force at my disposal in North Carolina. — 
_ Notwithstanding this expression of his sentiments, I had aconfer- — 
ence with General Palmer and Commander Davenport, U. 8. Navy, 
_ and the heavy gun-boat Tacony, which is equal to two or three regi- 
ments, was immediately dispatched to Plymouth. 
_ On Monday, the 18th instant, the Tacony arrived back from Ply- 
mouth with dispatches from General Wessells and Lieutenant-Com- _ 
_ mander Flusser, U. S. Navy. General Wessells wrote that he did 
_ not apprehend any attack, and did not think there was a very large — 
force in his front. He further expressed the opinion that there was 
much doubt as to the iron-clad making its appearance, and believed 
that she was at Hamilton undergoing repairs or modifications. _ Ki 
Commander Davenport read me acommunication from Commander 
__ Flusser, in which he expressed the opinion that I had misinterpreted 
the communication of General Wessells with reference to the re-en-. 
+ forcements for Plymouth. iM 
‘These two commanders, after a conference, exhibited such confi- — 
- dence in their own ability to hold the place against any force the — 
enemy would inany probability bring that they sent back the Tacony. ~ 
. * Her arrival on the 18th instant, with the above-mentioned. commu- 
__- nication, placed me entirely at rest concerning any movements at — 
-. Plymouth. ak 
i On Monday afternoon, about 5.30 o'clock, I received advice by — 
By deserters that General Corse was in front of the outpost at Batchel- — 
. der’s Creek, and that General Pickett would attack Little Washing- i 
eu ton with a large force on Tuesday. This information, taken in — 
connection with that from General Wessells of the 16th instant a 
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respecting the disappearance or diminution of the force in his front, 
led the authorities here to believe that Little Washington would be | 
attacked immediately. Two steamers loaded with troops, together 
yeah the gun-boat Tacony, were at once dispatched to Little Wash- 
ington. i 
At an early hour on Tuesday morning, the 19th instant, dispatches 
were received from General Wessells and Commander Flusser an- 
nouncing an attack by a rebel land force in the afternoon of the. 
17th instant. This was the first information received from General 
_ Wessells subsequent to the 16th instant, when the Tacony was.sent 
_ back, as above stated. The latest information, received through a | _ oe 
_ contraband, the servant of Captain Stewart, assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral, General Wessells’ staff, is to the effect that early on Tuesday . 
morning the iron-clad had complete control of the Roanoke River, 


¥ 
by, ey 


and in conjunction with the floating iron battery, the Cotton Plant, — A es 
was attacking thg town in the rear while the land force was engag- , 2 
ing our troops in front. From this statement it will be seen that BB: 


the enemy had complete control of the Roanoke within a few 
hours after I received General Wessells’ last dispatch. On the recep- 
_ tion of these dispatches, which were very favorable, steamers were 
dispatched with such available infantry as General Palmer could 
spare, together with supplies of ammunition for the army and navy 
at Plymouth. These steamers were detained in the Albemarle Sound 
by the gun-boats then lying in Edenton Bay, which had. escaped 
from the iron-clad at Plymouth. In my judgment the non-arrival 
of the infantry at Plymouth is most fortunate, as they, together 
with the steamers, would beyond a doubt have fallen into the hands: - 
of the enemy. 
_ A steamer with dispatches was promptly sent to General Harland, 
commanding at Little Washington, notifying him of the state of = 
affairs at Plymouth. He was also requested to send down such = 
surplus troops as he might have to be used at such points as might A 
seem necessary. I also sent dispatches for the Tacony to proceed at 
once from Little Washington to Plymouth. Before these dispatches © 
arrived Colonel Dutton, chief of my staff, had procured the sailing 
of the Tacony for Plymouth, going on board himself. Colonel 
Dutton also suggested to General Harland that he should, send the 
steamer Pilot Boy with the Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers. , 
to Plymouth, but General Harland did not feel at liberty to do so 
In view of his situation. 
All the information received by both the senior naval officer, Com- 
‘mander Davenport, and myself has been promptly sent to your, 
headquarters by both lines of communication. oe 
_General Wessells was supplied with provisions, forage, ammuni- = 
tion, and other requisites fora long siege. His casualties were very 
small, notwithstanding some five successive assaults upon his lines. | 
His position was intact up to the appearance of the iron-clad, and ae 
he could have held-the land forces at bay for weeks. A few days .  — 
since I communicated the information, entirely reliable, that floats ie 
were being prepared to buoy the ram over the principal shoalsinthe 
Neuse River between this place and Kinston. It has been the inten- 4 ae 
tion from the first to bring the two iron-clads from the Roanoke and jis 
Neuse together in an attack upon New Berne. Should this move- a 
ment be delayed it will result solely from the exigencies of the rebel ae 
service in other parts of the Confederacy. 5 * phe 
' Ihave omitted to say in my last dispatch that Colonel Ripley, — 
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~ commanding Sub-district of Beaufort, had advised me of a contem- | 
plated movement upon Fort Macon, down the Banks, and that pon-— 
toons were being made with reference to this object. He further — 
advises that it is currently believed in Onslow County that General — 
Martin has been assigned the same duty as before, to wit, theattack 
upon Newport Barracks and the railroad. _ ee iia 
The re-enforcements sent to General Wessells have since been — 
- ordered to occupy Roanoke Island. The chief engineer is also there — 
to aid the commander in placing the island in the best state of de- — 
- fense. The chief engineer expresses the opinion that the iron-clad — 
will have no difficulty in passing through the Croatan Sound, and his _ 
opinion is concurred in by the captains of our transports. a 
cee It is reported that the iron-clad has an average speed of 7milesan _ 
-. hour, and in moderate weather can move down the Albemarle 
Sound. It is also reported by persons who were on board of the 
Southfield during the engagement that the shets from the '100- 
pounder rifled Parrott gun, fired when the ram was less than 100 feet _ 
from the muzzle, rebounded from her sides, inflicting no apparent © 
injury. 4 
' In conclusion, I must state that General Palmer, who is immedi- — 
~ ately responsible for the safety of New Berne and its appendages, is _ 
of the opinion that no more troops should be detached from hiscom- — 


mand. Thesenior naval officer does not think it his duty to detach — ’ 
_ any of the force at his disposal here. . Legh: 
ae Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, | “4 
, JOHN J. PECK, : 

oie Major-General, Commanding. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. Burier, a 

| +e Commanding, &c. 

oJ Hpgrs. ARMy AND District or NorTH CAROLINA, ~ 4 
Bye Ay #. New Berne, N..C., April 22, 1864. . 


_ GENERAL: I have to invite your careful and early attention to my 
- communication of the 21st, on the fall of Plymouth. Inowsend you 
_a true copy of an extract from an extract furnished me and certified 2 
_ by Brig. Gen. I. N. Palmer, referred to in mine of yesterday. a 
_ Extract from a letter written by Lieutenant-Commander Flusser, — 
ve Navy, to Commander Davenport on or about the 17th of April, — 


I think General Peck misinterpreted General Wessells’ letter. We have had no Fi 

scare here yet, and not even a small one for several days, De ee a 

Please consider this a part of the communication. } 

ite Very respectfully, your obedient servant, Se 3 
7 JOHNS Se GK 


Maj. Gen. B. F. Buruer, te ee ‘$ 

eee Commanding, &e. oa 

oe Hpgrs. ARMY AND District or Nort CAROLINA, . 

ae New Berne, N. C., April 22, 1864—2 p. m. a 
“ GENERAL: Refugees who have left Plymouth since its fall report — 
_ that it is the intention of the enemy to move on New Berne immedi-_ 


| 
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ately. These refugees were picked up by the U. 8. gun-boat White- Ve 


head, and report that General Wessells’ loss was about 400, while 
that of the enemy was not less than 1,500 killed and wounded. 
General Wessells was safe, as he and his adjutant-general, Captain 
Stewart, were seen together. All the prisoners were sent off, except 
General Wessells and staff, who were paroled to the extent of the 
limits of Plymouth. It is reported that a reconnaissance has been 


made by the enemy of the river above this place. The enemy’s 


force was estimated at 12,000. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General, 


Major-General BuTLER, 
Comdg. Dept. of Vu. and N. C., Fort Monroe, Va. 


Py S.—These refugees also report that General Wessells was sev- 
eral times summoned to surrender. The last time he sent the rebel 


commander word that he would surrender if the negroes and North | 


Carolina soldiers would be treated as ‘‘ prisoners of war.” This was 
refused, . 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NoRTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 25, 1864. 


GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report upon | 


the loss of Plymouth, which is as full as it can be until General 
Wessells is able to make his reports, when I will make a supple- 
mentary one: i 

On the 20th, at 7 p. m., I received your communication of the 17th 
in reply to the letter of General Wessells of the 13th, asking for re- 


enforcements, As this letter must have reached your headquarters — 


in the evening of the 14th or early on the 15th, a reply could have 
reached me on the 16th in time to have communicated with General 
Wessells during the evening or night of the 17th. Unfortunately 


the reply was not written until the 17th, and did not arrive on the _ | 


20th until some hours after the fall of Plymouth. 
You replied, viz: 


You will have to defend the district with your present force, and you will make __ 


such dispositions of them as will in your judgment best subserve this end. 
General Wessells sent his communication direct to your head- 


quarters to save time, expecting that any aid which might be sent 
would come from Virginia and not North Carolina. He sent a 


duplicate to me with a letter expressing the above views, knowing » 


the reduced state of the force at my disposal. 

He writes, viz: 

I have no idea of getting any troops, but have always been anxious to see more 
troops in North Carolina. 

Notwithstanding this expression of his sentiments, I had a _con- 
ference with General Palmer and Commander Davenport, U. 5. 
Navy, and the heavy gun-boat Tacony, which is equal to two or 


three regiments, was immediately dispatched to Plymouth. 


On the 18th instant the Tacony arrived back from Plymouth, 
‘with dispatches from General Wessells and Commander Flusser. 
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# General Wessels wrote that he did not apprehend any attack, and 
did not think there was a large force in his front. hy 
_ opinion that there was doubt as to. 
ance, and believed she was at Hami 
oy « fieations, : fe 
_ He wrote on the 16th, viz: | 
- ". Thave the honor to report that the gun-boat Tacony arrived here to-day, but as _ 
_her presence at this time does not seem to be necessary I have so informed her . 
commander, and he proposes to return to New Berne to-morrow. I cannot learn 
that there is any considerable force of the enemy on the river now, though such is : 
ber Ou ony aD 3 e - . . 
the report from various sources. I very much doubt if there is any design of 
bringing the thing (iron-clad) down. Still there may be, as they say, when the. 
; ‘ Neuse ram is ready. Iam desirous of seeing more troops in this State, &c. a 


~ Commander Flusser also wrote to Commander Davenport, senior 
naval officer, viz : 
eM I think General Peck misinterpreted General Wessells’ letter. We have had no | 
scare here yet, and not even a small one for several days. 
i _ These able commanders had so much confidence in their ability to 
hold their position against anything the enemy could bring against | 
them that they sent back the re-enforcements sent them. This 
~ action placed me entirely at rest respecting affairs at Plymouth. 
». On Monday (18th) afternoon, about 5.30 o’clock, I received advices 
by deserters that General Corse was in front of the outposts at 
 Batchelder’s Creek with a large force of all arms, and that General 
-. Pickett would attack Little Washington on Tuesday. This infor- 
_ mation, taken in connection with that from General Wessells of the 
--: 16th instant, respecting the disappearance or diminution of the force 
- in his front, led the authorities here to believe that Little Washing- 
_ ton would be attacked immediately. Two steamers loaded with 
_ troops, together with the gun-boat Tacony, were at once dispatched 
to Little Washington. 
ae _ At an early hour on Tuesday morning, the 19th instant, dispatches 
i i. Were received from General Wessells and Commander Flusser, an- 
-_ nouncing an attack by a rebel land force on the afternoon of the 17th | 
instant. This was the first information received from General Wes- 
sells subsequent to the 16th instant, when the Tacony was sent back 
- as above stated. The latest information, received through a contra- 
_ band, the servant of Captain Stewart, assistant adjutant-general 
i General Wessells’ staff, is to the effect that early on Tuesday wonehe 
ing the iron-clad had complete control of the Roanoke River, and in — 
conjunction with the floating iron battery, the Cotton Plant, was 
ie __attacking the town in the rear, while the land forces were engaging ua 
we. ~ our troops in,front. From this statement it will be seen that the 
_ enemy had complete control of the Roanoke River within a very few 
hours of the time I received General Wessells’ dispatch of Sunday 
; night, the 17th. On the reception of these dispatches, which were very 
ae favorable, steamers were dispatched with such available infantry as 
ee perl peer could PRS: together with supplies of ammunition for 
“aD earmy andnavy at Plymouth. These steamers were detained in the 
__. Albemarle Sound by the gun-boats then lying in Edenton Bay, which | 
had escaped from the iron-clad at Plymouth. In my judgment the © 
EN Ae phe ve aay at Ee is most fortunate, as the 
ogether with the steamers, would beyond a art he 
Bede it ini y doubt have fallen into the 


_ A steamer with dispatches was promptly sent to General Harland, 
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commanding at Little Washington, notifying him of the state of 


affairs at Plymouth, He was also requested to send down such sur- 
plus troops as he might have to be used at such points as might seem 


necessary. I also sent dispatches for the Tacony to proceed at once 


from Little Washington to Plymouth. Before these dispatches 


arrived Colonel Dutton, chief of my staff, had pet the sailing | 
C 


of the Tacony fer Plymouth, going on board himself. Colonel 
Dutton also suggested to General Harland that he should send the 
steamer Pilot Boy with the Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers 
to Plymouth, but General Harland did not-feel at liberty to do go, 
in view of his situation. 

All the information received by both the senior naval officer, Com- 
mander Davenport, and myself was promptly sent to your head- 


quarters by both lines of communication. General Wessells was 


supplied with provisions, forage, ammunition, tools, and other requi- 


sites for a protracted siege. His command numbered some 2,500 


at Plymouth, and the casualties were very small, notwithstanding 
five assaults on Monday. His position was intact up to the appear- 


ance of the iron-clad and Cotton Plant at.3 a.m. the 19th, and but 


for the loss of the river he could have held the land forces at bay 


for weeks. General Wessells and his command, and the navy under’ 
the late gallant. Lieutenant-Commander Fiusser, made a heroic fight | 


worthy of our arms. They deserve well of the country, and history 


will record in glowing terms their honorable conduct. 


A few days since I communicated the information, entirely relia- 
ble, that floats were being prepared to buoy the ram over the prin- 
cipal shoals in the Neuse River, between this place and Kinston. 
It has been the intention from the first to bring the two iron-clads 
from the Roanoke and Neuse together in an attack upon New Berne. 
Should this movement be delayed it will result solely from the exi- 
gencies of rebel service in other parts of the Confederacy. : 

Colonel Ripley, commanding Sub-district of Beaufort, advised me 


of a contemplated movement upon Fort Macon, down the Banks, © 


and that pontoons were being made with reference to this object. 


He further advised that it is currently believed in Onslow County - 


that General Martin has been assigned the same duty as before, to 
wit, the attack upon Newport Barracks and the railroad. The re- 
enforcements sent to General Wessells have since been ordered to 
occupy Roanoke Island. The chief engineer has also been there to 


aid the commander in placing the island in the best state of defense. 


The chief engineer expresses the opinion that the iron-clad will 


have no difficulty in passing through the Croatan Sound, and this 


opinion is concurred in by the captains of our transports. 

General Palmer, who is immediately responsible for the safety of 
New Berne and its appendages, was of the opinion that no more 
troops should be detached from his command. The senior naval 
officer did not think it his duty to detach any of the force at his 
disposal here. 


IRON-CLADS. 
Since our only disaster in North Carolina has resulted from the 


introduction by the rebels of formidable iron-clads in their offensive 
operations it becomes very important to show what steps have been 


_ taken to advise Major-General Butler and to protect North Carolina 
' from rebel invasions. Soon after my arrival I learned that the iron- 
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clad was on the stocks at Edwards’ Ferry, and advised the depart- — 
ment commander in two communications proposing a raid to burn | 


it. The reply (in September) was : a 


That the forces of the department will not permit of the proposed movement at 


_ present. . 


September 10, I asked for a small iron-clad. 

November 15, 1863, I addressed Major-General Butler as follows, 
viz: ; 
During a recent visit at Plymouth, I found the senior naval officer somewhat 


nervous in consequence of a report having reached General Wessells of an examina- 
tion of the Roanoke, with a view to bringing down a ram at Edwards’ Ferry, some 


42 or 15 miles below Halifax. All sorts of reports are put afloat for the purpose of 


‘ 


influencing our operations. My latest advices are that she is not yet complete. Since 
assuming the command in North Carolina, I have kept strict watch over this mat- 
ter, and frequently advised General Foster respecting the progress of the work on 
the iron-clad. I suggested the propriety of burning it in August, but the general 
did not feel very apprehensive, and replied that the troops at our command would 
not warrant the enterprise. 

The fortifications at Plymouth have been pushed with great vigor, and I have 
added materially to the armament. A water battery is in progress for a 200-pounder 
rifle with a center-pintle carriage, which will complete the river works. While 
waiting for the 200-pounder I have moved a 100-pounder from Hatteras, which is 
the only available gun of the kind in North Carolina. Ido not feel very appre- 
hensive unless the ram moves in conjunction with a land force. 

Doubtless General Foster advised you that he had withdrawn all the best and 
available troops in North Carolina. There is no reserve force here, nor in any of 
the sub-districts. In case of an advance upon the lines, the force would be quite 
too small for a proper defense. 


December 26, 1863, I wrote Major-General Butler, viz: 


If Longstreet is well provided for during the inactivity of Grant and Meade and 
the quiet of General Giilmore, some forces could be collected for rebel enterprises 
in North Carolina during our destitute condition. 


After the attack on New Berne, about the Ist of February, I wrote 
as follows: 


In view of the great interests at stake in the State, and of the smallness of the 
force for its protection, I hope one regiment of cavalry and a brigade of infantry 
may be sent tome. A large force is much needed, and should be sent, if it can be 
spared without jeopardizing public interests elsewhere. 


February 13, I wrote, viz: 


My information is of such a nature as to induce the belief that Jeff. Davis has 
decided upon recovering New Berne and the sounds, probably as a preliminary step 
to Lee’s retrograde movement in the spring. Both rams are expected down the 
Neuse and Roanoke, in conjunction with land troops. It seems certain that the one 
at Kinston is intended to come down on the next high water. 


February 18, I wrote, viz: 


On receiving most reliable information of the organization of a naval brigade for 
opening these sounds with the aid of the rams in Neuse and Roanoke Rivers, I 
directed the blocking up of the Neuse with old hulks within range of our batteries. 
This work is now in progress. Ithen proceeded to Little Washington and perfected 
similar arrangements in the Tar River, and fully advised all the authorities of the 
rebel plans, and gave the necessary orders for foiling them to the extent of our 
means. Since my return I have examined men respecting the ram at Kinston, and 
their information is positive, réliable, and confirmatory of what I have advised you. 
The ram is to be sent down on the next high water. The engine has been taken 
from Pugh’s Mills, and was once in a factory in this city. 


February 23, I wrote, viz: 


Your letter of the 20th has just reached me, and I agree with your views exc 
‘a . . 5 . . aa a e t 
in one particular, viz, I don’t believe in the iron-clad. “Hitherto it has been a qos 
tion of iron and time. A communication from General Wessells of the same date 
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as yours settles the matter, in my judgment. Hisspy has just come in from Hali- 
_ fax. Hecame from Wilmington, and 25,000 Dade aon was on the same tear 
for this identical gun-boat. 7 
The general writes that other parties from near Garysburg, who have not seen. 
the boat, confirm the reports of the shipment of iron. He adds the following : “‘In 
view of the possibility of such a monster coming down, it would be well, I think, 
to procure the hulks, if practicable, and cause them to be sunk in suitable places.” 
Every day and hour brings testimony bearing upon: the plan of the Confederate 
authorities for driving us out of the ‘‘ Old North State.” It has been substantially 
- communicated by me. The present intention is to attack us so soon as the gun-boat 
_ can get down.: Mr. Hall visited the ram on Monday this week, and confirms all 
that has been reported. Her machinery is all in, and she is about ready. Mr. Hall 
is about fifty-five years of age, of intelligence and extensive acquaintance, and has 
come back with his family. 


February 29, I wrote, viz: 


for the purpose of bringing the ram and boat flotilla to this city. The ram in the 
Roanoke is expected to be in condition to co-operate ; the one at Kinston is virtually 
completed, and on the first flood will come down. They areso confident of success 
in the Neuse that General Pickett will not delay for the one at Halifax. 


March 7, I wrote, viz: 


Colonel McChesney on the 5th states that all the contrabands agree that there is 
| alarge force at Kinston, and also at Greenville, and that the obstructions below 
Kinston are being removed. 


March 12, I wrote, viz: 


He states that some 400 men were put to work on the gun-boat by Pickett on his 
} return, with instructions to complete her as soon as possible, and before the 14th, 
) the anniversary of the fall of New Berne. The boat is virtually done, and two addi- 
tional guns for her arrived last Tuesday, making four in all. He was at the block- 
| ade, and it has been all removed and the channel staked out. He thinks they have 
) great faith in the ram, and fully intend an attack when there is a freshet. 

I had hoped a sufficient force might be sent here to enable me to take the offen- 
sive and give the State a chance to break away from the rotten Confederacy, when: 
the people would rally around the army of deliverance and the Union. This hope 
is long deferred I fear. ‘ ‘ 


March 18, I wrote, viz: 


| A few weeks since I advised you of the return of a man sent out by General Wes-— 
sells to procure information concerning the ram at Halifax. He was ona train that 
carried some 25,000 pounds of iron from Wilmington to Halifax. Yesterday sev- 


foundry at Wilmington since the commencement of the war. He is from Indiana. 
) He says several shipments of iron have *been made to Halifax and Kinston for the 
_ gun-boats, and confirms the report made to General Wessells. Some of the iron has 
} been made near Atlanta, where the Confederates have extensive works. 


'. March 29, I wrote, viz: 


Be My spy came in from Kinston last evening, having been out seven days. He says 
) the two iron-clads are to act in conjunction,and when the enemy is ready we will 
| be attacked. The water has risen in the river and the iron-clad is afloat at Kins- 
ton. 
April 14, I wrote, viz: 
_ General Harland reports no change in his front on the 12th instant. His letter 
has the following, which I extract : 
* John Wolfenden, who lives about 2 miles from Fort Jack, says that he was up 
toward Greenville last Sunday and saw Captain Myers, of Whitford’s regiment. He 
\says that Myers told him that the ram at Kinston was completed, and that the only 
*) delay was in the construction of the small boats to take her over the shoals. He 
| thought everything would be ready in less than a week. I think his account of his 
‘conversation with Myers can be relied on. ” ; : 


? 


aes 


He is now removing the blockade and obstructions, some 6 miles below Kinston, : 


} eral refugees came in from Wilmington. One of them had been in the Colraine » 
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General Butler and Admiral Lee examined a, courier of Genera 
Pickett’s, and he was sent tome March 8. He stated: _ i 
Impression when he left was that New Berne would be attacked when the ram 
was done. General Hoke said it was a pity they had not waited for the ram, as 


New Berne might have been taken without trouble. 
General Hoke placed 300 men at work on the iron-clads. 


Major-General Butler*wrote February 20, in response to this and 


much more information, viz: ‘‘I don’t believe in the iron-clad.” 


On the 9th March he wrote, viz : 


I have laid your previous dispatches before General Halleck, and he tells me that 
he knows of no troops that can be spared for our department, so we must work 


_ along as we are. é 


~ 


On the 9th March he wrote as follows: 


‘With the force you have, we shall expect you to hold North Carolina against all 
comers. Don’t let the army get frightened at the ram. She must have at least 2 
feet of water to float in, and with proper vigilance you can take care of her. 


This command has been depleted from time to time, until on the 


day of the attack at Plymouth there were only about 10,000 men for 
duty in the whole district, scattered from the banks below Fort 


Macon to Plymouth, guarding long lines and many posts. 


FORTIFICATIONS AND THEIR ARMAMENTS. 


About the 1st of March there was strong reason to believe that an 


_ attack in conjunction with an iron-clad was meditated on New Berne. | 
- Works of vital importance were ordered, and a few rifled guns were 
called for to arm them. To the letter disapproving of these works 


as not required, I replied March 27, viz: 


General Foster’s plan of defense on my arrival (in August) depended upon the 
presence of a goodly number of gun-boats, which should command the interior of 
his flank works, Stevenson, Anderson, and Spinola, and sweep the ground in front 


of the crémaillére line, and also on the other side of the Trent about Amory and . 


Gaston. 


Upon calling his attention to the uncertain nature of the naval defenses he — 


assured me that he would send six army gun-boats, and in a measure render the 
army independent. In view of this announcement the naval force was materially 
reduced, as well as the land force, and the expected army boats did not arrive, 
Under these circumstances I proposed a small work (Fort Chase) across the river, 


. the strengthening of Anderson, and the short face on the water side of Spinola. 


General Foster never expected a water attack, much less by an iron-clad (which 
he attempted to burn at White Hall), or he would not have made wooden gun-boats 
an important element in his defensive system. Consequently. when attack may 
be wepleed for by an army and iron-clad, some slight modifications are essential to 
security. ; 
| In the latter part of February two iron-clads were near completion, and all in- 
formation from all quarters indicated a grand combined attack upon New Berne. 
The senior naval officer had some four gun-boats for this river, which he regarded 


as mere shells, and only fit for the Coast Survey service. For a few days the 
Eutaw was here. In the interviews with Commanders Davenport and Blake, both — 


agreed that the shots from the iron-clad at the obstructions would pass through 
their steamers with the greatest ease. They also conceded that the Whitworth guns 
had far greater ranges than any at their command. Commander Blake assured me 


that he would take position on the right of the crémaillére line, and let the Eutaw _ 
sink if necessary for the security of that flank. Under the circumstances I deem — 
_ it judicious, in common with officers of rank, to attempt to hold that flank with 


earthen walls, rather than depend upon wooden ones. 


The senior engineer traced out a small redoubt, using the old lines, and giving a — 


face upon the river. It was done quickly. A 100-pounder rifle is in the salient 
with two 32-pounders, sweeping the dead angle in front of the crémaillére line be- 
tween the line of fire of Rowan and the river. The army and navy appreciate the 
importance of this work, which I brought to your notice on the 12th instant, 
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' FORT AMORY. 


The Trent River is a very weak feature in the defenses of New Berne, compelling - 


_ two distinct lines dependent for communication upon a bridge, liable to be burned at 


any moment, and giving the enemy the opportunity of concentrating upon either | 


line. Last summer the river was guarded by one or two gun-boats which afforded 

a measure of protection to the small works, Amory and Gaston, exposed to assault 
_ from their advanced positions. These works are located upon the high ground 
where the bank is bluff, permitting a flotilla of small boats or a column of infantry 
to pass with comparative security in dark and stormy weather. Upon an exam- 
ination with General Palmer and Colonel Dutton, something was deemed essential for 
the Trent side. This conviction was greatly strengthened by the information that 
_ the officers do not like to have their gun-boats in the Trent. The absence of the naval 
| element and the expectation of an early attack, decided that a slight extension of 
_ Amory was imperatively demanded. Colonel Dutton, one of the most accomplished 
engineers in the service and of great experience, has looked after this work. It 


| will command the Trent, and have a cross-fire upon all the approaches to Fort 


Totten, besides making us independent of gun-boats in that quarter. 


ORDNANCE. 


The preceding observations upon the general system of defense apply with equal — 


' force to the armament of the fortifications. While no water attack was expected the 
old ordnance in North Carolina, when I assumed command, would have sufficed. 
Not so now. Two iron-clads menace us, and may at any moment attempt to recover 

_ the command of the sounds, in conjunction with land forces. In view of this sudden 
revolution in the rebel means of attack, what artillery has this army which can be 
depended upon to destroy these iron-clads in the absence of Federal iron-clads? It 
has only seven suitable rifles, six of which were here when no iron boats were dreamed 
of. A 200-pounder and 100-pounder areat Plymouth. A 100-pounder is at Hatteras, 
two are at Fort Macon, and two at New Berne. 

_ Incase the iron-clad passes Plymouth, Roanoke Island and Hatteras will be, visited. 
One rifle is needed at Hatteras, to replace the one moved to Plymouth, and one at 
Macon, to replace the gun removed to New Berne. Guns are burst and otherwise 
crippled in active service, and there should be at this depot at least one or two extra 

_ for such contingencies. The Southfield burst a 100-pounder in extricating the 
Bombshell in the Chowan. 


On the 24th, Commander Flusser was expecting the iron-clad and an attack at - 


| Plymouth, and wrote to Commander Davenport urgently for a 100-pounder rifle for 


the Southfield. Had I an extra gun I could have served our naval friends at atime » 


when it would have been appreciated. 
If these considerations have any force at all, the number of (seven) guns asked for by 
the ordnance officer on the 14th instant is quite as small as is proper. What has been 


_ done are such modifications as seemed imperatively called for in view of the public ° 


interest intrusted tome. Had they not been made, and disaster befallen us, the Gov- 
ernment, and the major-general commanding the department, would not have ex- 

- cused me for delaying to communicate with the engineer officer at Fort Monroe. 
_ Conclusion.—The criticisms in the letter on ‘“ Fortifications and 
_ armaments” are based upon principles, and are unanswerable. The 
wiews set forth on the 29th March have been verified in the clearest 
manner by the fall of Plymouth. The defenses on the left of Fort 
Williams (the central work) consist of open works, and are depend- 
ent upon the gun-boats. The gun-boats were forced out of the river, 
the iron-clads attacked these works in rear, and they soon became 
-untenable. The land forces entered the town on that flank. Had all 
the works been inclosed, the results would have been very different. 
When we were at Plymouth I called your attention to this feature 

of the system of defense. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BuTuEr, ‘ 
Comdg. Dept. of Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, Va. 
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Kid . Syracuse, N. Y., May 23, 1864. 
There is much in this report* that the honorable Secretary of War 
should see, and as I am no longer in the Department of Virginia and - . 
North Carolina, I hasten to transmit the same, with the request that } 
General Butler be furnished a copy. “ y 
On .the 4th instant Col. F. Beach, U. 8. Army, second in com- _ 
mand at Plymouth, reported to me in person that Major-General 
Hoke informed General Wessells and himself that the works I had f 
constructed since Pickett’s demonstration on New Berne in Febru- 
‘ary saved that place from attack at that time. The works referred 
to are those pronounced unnecessary by General Butler. In mycor- | 
respondence the belief is uniformly expressed that the Confederates 
would attempt to drive us from Kastern North Carolina. 
In February Pickett attacked Batchelder’s Creek, Croatan, Have- 
lock, Newport, and other places, threatening New Berne. Other 
plans were interfered with or delayed. The loss of Plymouth and 
Little Washington was promptly followed by a campaign for New 
pe The following letter is pertinent, and verifies my predic- 
ions : 


‘ May 3, 1864. 
General WALKER: 


GENERAL: I have just learned from Captain Cooke, commanding the iron-clad 
Albemarle, who writes that he feels satisfied that the boat can stand the sound, and 
will be with us. I will move at 6 o’clock to-morrow morning, and will communi- 
cate with you at Pollocksville, on the river bank, as soon as I reach that point. I 
desire you to move at 6 o’clock to-morrow morning and proceed to Pollocksville, 
and while your column is resting there you will construct a bridge over Mill Creek. 
You will have 2 miles less to march than my column in going to Pollocksville. 


Respectfully, yours, 
* R. F. HOKE, 


Major-General. 


2 


Hoke’s forces, estimated at 12,000, left the vicinity of New Berne 
-on the 6th for Richmond, and New Berne is still ours. ; 

Major-General Butler did not believe any demonstrations woul. 
be made upon my command at any time, and adhered to this theory 
up to my withdrawal, as will be seen from the following extract: 


: 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, &C., 
Fortress Monroe, May 3, 1864. 
Major-General PECK : 

GENERAL: Your note of the 24th of April reached my hand to-day, and I hasten 
to reply. Your being relieved from New Berne by me in no manner implies any 
censure updn your action or disapproval of your administration, and was deter- 
mined: upon many days before the order was actually sent, and before it was 
known or believed that there would be any demonstration upon your command by 


ments of the department, which are solely subjects of explanation. 
With sentiments of respect and esteem, I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, : 
BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
| Major-General. 
General L. THomas, 
Adjutant-General, U. S. Army. 
* Preceding. a 
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GENERAL ORDERS, ' Hpars. ARMY: AND Dist. oF N. C., 
No. 66. New Berne, N. C., April 21, 1864. 


- With feelings of the deepest sorrow the commanding general an- 
{ nounces the fall of Plymouth, N. C., and the capture of the gallant 
commander, Brig. Gen. H. W. Wessells, and his command. This 
) result, however, did not obtain untilafter the most gallant and deter- 
{ mined resistance had been made. Five times the enemy stormed 
| the lines of the general, and as many times were they handsomely 
} repulsed with great slaughter, and but for the powerful assistance of 
_ the rebel iron-clad ram and the floating iron sharpshooter battery, 
the Cotton Plant, Plymouth would still have been in our hands. 
For their noble defense the gallant General Wessells and his 
| brave band deserve the warmest thanks of the whole country, while | 
all will sympathize with them in their misfortune. 
To the officers and men of the navy the commanding general ten- 

_ ders his thanks for their hearty co-operation with the army and the 
bravery, determination, and coolness that marked their part of the 
unequal contest. ; 

With sorrow he records the death of the noble sailor and gallant 
- patriot, Lieut. Commander C. W. Flusser, U. 8. Navy, who in the 
heat of battle fell dead on the deck of his ship, with the lanyard of 
his gun in his hand. 

The commanding general believes that these misfortunes will tend 
not to discourage but to nerve the Army of North Carolina to equal 
deeds of bravery and gallantry hereafter. 

Until further orders, the headquarters of the Sub-district of the 

Albemarle will be at Roanoke Island. 

_ The command devolves upon Col. D. W. Wardrop, of the Ninety- 
ninth New York Volunteer Infantry. : 

By command of Maj. Gen. John J. Peck: 

J. A. JUDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


No. 3. 


Reports of Brig. Gen. Henry W. Wessells, U. S. Army, command- 
ing Sub-district of the Albemarle. : 


SUB-DISTRICT OF THE ALBEMARLE, 
Plymouth, N. C., April 17, 1864. 


’ Masor: I have the honor toinform you that I am attacked by a 

' heavy force of the enemy. Citizens from above state that there are 
five brigades. I am obliged to send before his plans are fully de- 

| veloped, in order to meet the boat at the canal to-morrow. My line 

_ of pickets were forced back at 4 p. m. to-day; an officer and 1 man 

_ killed, and 5 or 6 taken prisoners. Citizens also report that the iron- 
clad is as low down as Williamston, but as yet she has not shown _ 
herself. A battery of four or six guns has been planted above Fort 
Gray, and until dark kept up a vigorous fire. The flag-staff was 
| shot away. 


her ry 


artillery firing at daylight. The gun-boat Ceres has lost 2 men 


to a superior rebel force, and now report to you the circumstances, 


movement of General Pickett upon New Berne in February, and 


ening both Plymouth and Washington, when, on the 13th, my in- — 4 


_tun, arrived from New Berne, and having in the mean time learned 
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‘of the enemy is in the neighborhood of Edenton, said to be 1,200. 
It is not well stated to me, but believed in Edenton. 
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My men are in good spirits, but we have not enough, and I beg 
leave to refer you to my communication of a few days since, ad- 
dressed to Major-General Peck. . . 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, | 

H. W. WESSELLS, 

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 

Maj. R. 8. Davis, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


- The enemy’s line is within a mile of this position, and I anticipate 


killed and some wounded by ashell. It is reported that a large force 


H. W. W.. 


COOPERSTOWN, N. Y., August 18, 1864. 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that on the 20th of 
April last I was compelled to surrender the post of Plymouth, N. C., 


as follows: 
For some months previous to the date above mentioned, I felt sat- 
isfied, from information derived from Various sources, that a vigorous 


effort on the part of the enemy would be made to wrest the State 
- of North Carolina from our possession. This opinion was expressed 
to you in frequent communications, with the hope that the military 


force would be strengthened, and that at least one iron-clad gun- 
boat would be added to the naval squadron for the protection of the 
sounds and rivers. My expectations were fully confirmed by the 


although this attempt resulted in failure, the enemy still remained 
in strong force along the line of the Neuse, evidently with further 
designs.- During the month of April conflicting reports were brought 
as to the movements of the enemy; at one time he was said to be 
concentrating on the Roanoke, at another on the Tar River, threat- — 


formation was so positive as to the former that I at once requested 
from department headquarters direct a re-enforcement of 5,000 men, 
believing they could not be spared from the North Carolina stations. 

On the 16th the gun-boat Tacony, Lieutenant-Commander Trux- 


that no considerable force of the enemy was on the Roanoke, but 
rather threatening Washington from some point on the Tar River, I 


permitted her to return on the following morning, April17,and _ 


this decision is to be regretted. At 4 o’clock of that day the ex- 


treme mounted patrol on the Washington road was captured by an. 


advanced guard of the enemy’s cavalry, and the cavalry outpost 
dispersed and driven in ; a re-enforcement, under Lieutenant Russell, 
Twelfth New York Cavalry, was also compelled to retire, bringing 
away that officer severely wounded, The infantry outposts were at 


once strengthened, and the enemy soon began to appear onthe Wash- 


ington road in ‘great force, having made a forced march of near 30 
miles in hopes of making a complete surprise. This design failed, 
as our line of skirmishers remained steady. Fort Gray, 2 miles - 


~ 


, y , ‘yy 4 \ 
~above and on the river bank, was assailed at the same time, sustain- 
/ ing until dark a heavy cannonade. The garrison, composed of detach- 
_ ments of EKighty-fifth New York Volunteers and Second Massachusetts 


| by sharpshooters, returned the fire of the enemy with great vigor, 
} and, with the exception of a few casualties, no impression was made 
| onthe work. The line of defense extended from Fort Gray to the 
crossing of Coneby Creek, below the town, a distance of 24 miles, 


| Welch’s Creek and its marsh. The garrison was distributed along 


teers, Col. Francis Beach, 400 effective men; EKighty-fifth New York 
) Volunteers, Col. E. Fardella, 450; One hundred and first Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers, Lieut. Col. A. W. Taylor, 300; One hundred and 
| third Pennsylvania Volunteers, Col. T. F. Lehmann, 400; Twenty- 
fourth New York Independent Battery, six guns, Captain Cady; 


Captain Roche, and two companies Second Massachusetts Heavy 
Artillery, under Captain Sampson, the latter being distributed in 
small detachments in the several earth-works. There were also pres- 
_ ent portions of two companies Second North Carolina Volunteers, na- 
| tive troops, under Captains Johnson and Haggard. The naval force 
_ at that time consisted of the gun-boats Miami, Lieut. Commander 


chivalrous sons; Southfield, Lieutenant French, volunteer service, 


direction of Captain Flusser. 

For several months previous it had been well understood that iron- 
plated boats for operations in the sounds were in course of construc- 
tion near Halifax on the Roanoke, and Kinston on the Neuse, to 
move down those rivers at the proper time in conjunction with a 
land force. Work onthe former had been so often delayed for want 
of plates and other causes that its completion at times seemed doubt- 
ful, but was too well watched for me to obtain positive and reliable 
| information. On the 10th of April, however, it was generally be- 
| lieved that the Albemarle, though not entirely covered with plating, 
} oem ee floated down as far as the enemy’s works at Rainbow 
| Banks. 


} tagonist in the river with his own boat lashed to the Southfield, run- 
ning in at close quarters, whilst the Whitehead was to use every 
' effort to disable her propeller, and great confidence was felt as to the 
‘result of this plan. jabe: 

The line of defense surrounding the town was divided into three 
nearly equal portions, the right commanded by Colonel Fardella, the 
center by Colonel Lehmann, the left subdivision being under the 
' direction of Colonel Beach. Eighty-fifth Redoubt, so named from 
_ the regiment by which it was constructed, was a small detached 
work in front of the right, garrisoned by detachments of Second 
| Massachusetts Heavy Artillery and Highty-fifth New York Volun- 
teers, commanded by Captain Chapin, of the latter regiment. The 
| attacking force, as was subsequently ascertained, consisted of Hoke’s, 
' Ransom’s, and Kemper’s brigades (the latter commanded by Colonel 
Mercer), all veteran regiments, mostly from Virginia and North 


Carolina. This division was accompanied by several formidable » 


field batteries and a suitable force of cavalry. Until dark of the 
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Charles W. Flusser, U. 8S. Navy, one of Kentucky’s most noble and’ 


It was the design of Captain Flusser to fight this formidable an- 
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_ Heavy Artillery, Captains Brown and Fiske, though much annoyed > 


| the former being a detached work, separated from the main line by: hae 


) this line, and composed as follows: Sixteenth Connecticut Volun- | 


detachment from Companies A and F, Twelfth New York Cavalry, | 


) with the smaller boats, Whitehead and Ceres; the whole under the, _ 
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17th sharp skirmishing was kept up on the Washington road, ex- 


‘tending across the fields nearly to the Acre road, but without any 


important result, and the night was passed in comparative quiet. 


The enemy was too strong to attempt a sortie with any hope of — 


success. . 

On the following morning at daylight a severe cannonade was 
opened against Fort Gray, resulting in some fatal casualties, but the 
garrison remained firm, replying vigorously to the enemy’s fire. The 


200-pounder in Battery Worth was also brought to bear in that direc- _ 


tion, but without any decided effect. The armed transport Bomb- 
shell, in communicating with Fort Gray, received several shots below 
her water-line, being barely able to return to town, when she sank 
at the wharf. The transport Massasoit made two trips to Roanoke 
Island, carrying away a large number of women and children, con- 
trabands, and other non-combatants. The gun-boat Ceres, being 
above Fort Gray at the time of its investment, passed down the river 
under a destructive fire and rejoined the squadron, with a loss of 9 
men :killed and wounded. During the whole of this day incessant 
skirmishing was maintained along and between the main approaches 


in front of the town, at a distance of 1,200 yards from the line of ~ a 


defense, but soon after sunset the enemy advanced his batteries, sup- 
ported by an overwhelming force, and appearances indicated a gen- 
eral attack. Our,line of skirmishers fell back firing and in good 
order, and the enemy under cover of darkness opened a furious can- 
nonade upon the town in every direction. This fire was replied to by 


Captain Sampson from Fort Williams with great coolness and pre- — 
cision, inflicting heavy damage and loss upon the enemy. Finding 


our front too well prepared for an assault, the attack was discon- 
tinued at about 8 o’clock, and the attention of the enemy directed to- 


ward Kighty-fifth Redoubt. This work, after a desperate resistance, ° 


was surrendered, and, as I have understood, under a threat of no 
quarter. Its gallant commander, Captain Chapin, Kighty-fitth New 
York Volunteers, fell nobly at his post, and Colonel Mercer, com- 
manding the attacking column, was killed. No report has been 
received in regard to this transaction, and I am therefore unable to 
detail the circumstances attending either the attack or surrender. 


A demand was then made for the surrender of the town, which was © 


declined. 

On the following morning, April 19, at 3a. m., the enemy again 
opened upon Fort Gray, and soon after, under cover of night and 
shadow of the trees on the opposite bank, the iron-plated ram Albe- 
marle passed down unnoticed and without injury from the 200-pounder 


in Battery Worth. She was immediately engaged by the Miami and . 
Southfield. I have no particulars in regard to this conflict, but the — 
Southfield was sunk by the collision, and Lieutenant-Commander 


Flusser fell on his own quarter-deck with a lanyard in his hand. In 


the death of this accomplished sailor the Navy has lost one of its © | 


brightest ornaments, and he will be long remembered by those who 
knew and loved him for his intellectual worth, his social qualities, 
and manly bearing. 


The wooden gun-boats, being unable to contend with an antago- 


nist so securely mailed, moved down the river, leaving it in full pos-_ 
session of the enemy. He was now on every side of the town, and 


this unlooked-for disaster created among the troops a moral effect of 
the most discouraging character. Hitherto every hardship and ex- 
posure had been met with cheerfulness and confidence. A series of 
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covered excavations had been constructed along the line, affording 
shelter under the heavy fire, causing my loss to be comparatively 
slight. During this day the enemy planted a battery near the. 


| Wighty-fifth Redoubt, and, partly covered by that work, opened fire 


upon the town. The Albemarle also opened from below; both were 
returned from Fort Williams and Battery Worth, but without effect. 
The enemy was very active, moving in different directions, withdraw- 
ing most of his force from the vicinity of Fort Gray, and apparently 
making a serious demonstration on my right. Skirmishing was 
severe in that quarter, and many casualties occurred on both sides. 
This state of things continued until dark, when the enemy in strong 
force succeeded in effecting the crossing of Coneby Creek below the 
town, and massed his column on my left. This disaster is unex- . 
plained, and placed me in a most critical position. Some changes 
were made during that night in the disposition of the troops, and 
arrangements made to repel attack both on the right and left. i 

At daylight of the following day, April 20, while my right and 


front were seriously threatened, the enemy advanced rapidly against 


my left, assaulting and carrying the line in that quarter, penetrating 


| the town along the river, and capturing Battery Worth. A line of 


infantry was formed from the breast-works perpendicularly toward 
the river, in hopes of staying the advance. This effort succeeded — 
for a time, but the troops seemed discouraged, and finally fell back 
tothe intrenchments. At the request of General Hoke, command- 


ing the rebel forces, a- eal ean interview was granted, at which a 


surrender was demanded in consideration of my untenable position, - 


of the impossibility of relief, and that the defense had been highly 


honorable to all concerned. In failure of this, indiscriminate 

slaughter was intimated. The bearing of General Hoke during this _ 
interview was courteous and soldierlike. His demand was refused, 

and preparations were made to renew the contest. Iwas now com- — 
pletely enveloped on every side, Fort Williams, an inclosed work in ~ 
the center of the line, being my only hope. This was well under- 
stood by the enemy, and in less than an hour a cannonade of shot 
and shell was opened upon it from four different directions. This 


terrible fire had to be endured without reply, as no man could live 


at the guns. The breast-height was struck by solid shot on every 
side, fragments of shells sought almost every interior angle of the 
work, the whole extent of the parapet was swept by musketry, and 
men were killed and wounded even on the banquette slope. A cov- 
ered excavation had been previously constructed, to which the 
wounded were conveyed, where they received efficient medical atten- 


tion. This condition of affairs could not be long endured with- 


out a reckless sacrifice of life; no relief could be expected, and in 
compliance with the earnest desire of every officer I consented to 
“hoist a white flag, and at 10 a. m. of April 20 I had the mortifica- 
tion of surrendering my post to the enemy with all it contained. It 
is to be remarked that during the siege and in the night a consider- 
able number of North Carolina soldiers (many of them deserters _ 
from the enemy, and all of them fearing bad treatment in the event 
of capture) left their companies without authority, escaping in canoes, - 
being picked up, as I have understood, by our boats in the sound. 
The foregoing statement is made, after an interval of four months, 
entirely from memory, not having received a single report from my 
subordinate officers. Most of them are still in captivity, and the 
others scattered over the country beyond my control ; in fact, they 
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have Had no opportunity until now to perform this duty. Myself 
and officers were plundered of all our effects except such as were on 


our persons; in other respects I was treated by General Hoke and 


ty 
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_ his officers with kindness and courtesy. 


For the reason stated above I am unable to report the losses on 
either side, but I have reason to believe that my own casualties did 


» not exceed 150, while from information derived by medical officers, 
who remained in Plymouth, the lowest loss of the enemy in killed 


and wounded is given at 850, many believing it to be far greater. 
With my personal staff I was at once separated from the troops, 


and on Saturday, the 23d, I was conveyed to Richmond via Weldon 
and Petersburg, and then confined in Libby prison April 26. The 


enlisted men, with the regimental officers, were marched to Tar- 


' borough, and thence by rail to Macon and Andersonville, Ga. On 


the 7th of May, in company with 850 captive officers, I was conveyed 
to Danville. Leaving that place on the 12th I was taken to Macon, 


and there confined until the 10th of June. On that day 50 senior 
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officers, including myself, were ordered to proceed east, and passing 
through Savannah arrived in Charleston on the 12th. At this place 


' the party was confined in the city under the fire of the batteries at 


Morris Island. No inconvenience, however, was experienced from 
this unusual proceeding. On the 3d of the present month an ex- 


- change was effected under the direction of Major-General Foster, 


commanding Department of the South, and with the whole party I 
arrived in New York on the 9th. 
_ It may be proper to state that a few days prior to the completion 


_ of this exchange a detachment of officers, prisoners of war, number- 


-ing 600, arrived in Charleston from Macon and were confined in the 
city jail and its yard. I visited them in the evening of the 2d, and 
found them very uncomfortable, being much crowded and poorly 
sheltered. Iwas assured, however, by the rebel authorities that this 


~., condition was only temporary, and that they should be soon removed 
& 
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- to more suitable quarters. 


As soon as sub-reports are received and examined they will be for- 
warded as accompaniments to this statement. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: . : . H. W. WESSELLS, 

wn Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers. 
Maj. Gen. J. J. PECK, 
Late Commanding District of North Carolina. 


Nore.—In the foregoing report I have neglected to state that on 
the morning of the 19th, subsequent to the marine disaster, Capt. 
H. I. Hodges, assistant quartermaster of volunteers, in endeavoring — 
to communicate with the gun-boats, was accidentally drowned by the. 
upsetting of a canoe ; no further information in regard to his fate has 
ever reached me. I should also add that on the following day, dur- 


ing the bombardment of Fort Williams, Captain Coats, Kighty-fifth 


New York Volunteers, acting assistant inspector-general of the sub- 
district, was severely wounded in the face by a fragment of shell. 


' It is difficult for me at this time without the aid of subordinate re- 


ports to detail with accuracy all the incidents of the siege, and other | 
important omissions may have been made. 


H. W. W. 
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CAPTURE OF PLYMOUTH, N. ©. ioe to Me SOA Ss renee 


ADDENDA. hs. 
Return of casualties in the Union forces commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry Wo a 
: Wessells, at Plymouth, N. C., April 17-20, 1864. t 
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Report of Ineut. Lucien A. Butts, Highty-fifth New York Infantry. 
ANNAPOLIS, MD., April 5, 1865. _ ae 
Brig, Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 1) NRENe team 
- . Washington, D. C.: tah 
GENERAL: I inclose to you a report, made from such memoranda Mi 
as I could make after I reached Macon, of the defense of the re- i 
doubt in which I was captured. I have not yet received the report © © 


from Lieutenant Clark I expected to send with this. Larrived here 
from Richmond the 27th ultimo, having escaped from Charlotte, N. 
C., and been recaptured at Fayetteville. I am awaiting an order 
for muster-out on account of expiration of my time of service, the 
order being very disagreeably delayed some days after the reception 
by others of theirs applied for at the same time. 
Very Papcotfull , your obedient servant, cae 
SY AY BU TES: . ME 
First Lieutenant Highty-fifth New York Volunteers. — 


ANNAPOLIS, MD., April 1, 1865. _ 
GENERAL: I have the‘honor, at this earliest practicable time after 
my release from prison, to report the operations at the Eighty-fifth 
Redoubt, Plymouth, N. C., preccding the surrender of that work, 
April 18, 1864, the command, by the mortal wounding of Capt. Nel- | 
son Chapin, having fallen upon me as senior officer present. sin 
The garrison of the redoubt consisted of 42 enlisted men of Com- 
‘pany K, Eighty-fifth New York Volunteers, with its officers, Capt. —_ 
iS Chap Lieut. L. A. Butts, and Second Lieut. 8. S. Peake, and 23. 
enlisted men of Company H, Second Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, } 
commanded by Second Lieut. H. L. Clark. Its armament was alight | 
_ 82-pounder on a ship carriage, and an old-pattern iron 6-pounder field 
: piece. Occasional shots were made from our guns as parties of the 
| 
| 
. 
| 


bata! 


: 


enemy made their appearance in the vicinity of the Washington road 
after our pickets were driven in on the evening of the 17th and 
the morning of the 18th. About 10 a. m. of the 18th three rifled 
guns opened fire from near the Fagan house upon our pickets near 


} 
° 


= 


_ was concentrated, proved a source of great danger. The percussion 
' shells from the enemy’s guns struck its roof and chimney, exploding 


_ very effective upon the walls of the redoubt, penetrating deep and 


come +0 the work. One of its earliest discharges sea a caisson, 


* obscurity of the night by the ground descending toward the swamp, 


.. our musketry when about 100 yards distant, but it advanced steadily 


‘squads, and were assisted to scale the walls into the redoubt. Our 


. The wounded included the only competent gunners fit for duty. 


_ the enemy from being seen while placing his guns, and an attempt 


four times repeated, but with little order or success in getting 
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-. the redoubt, replying also to our guns. During two hours or more> 


eood practice was apparently made by our 32-pounder against these» 
Sasi No damage was done to the redoubt, though several shells 
struck it. Firing was discontinued during the greater part of the 
afternoon until near night, when a few shells were thrown upon the 


ee , 
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line of battlo advancing upon our skirmishers between the Wash- | ay 


ington and Long Acre roads. While our attention was drawn in 
this direction, a battery was brought into position in the field on the 


southern front of the redoubt, which opencd a rapid fire before our ~ 4 


largo gun could be shifted to bear upon it. The 6-pounder only could 
be used. It was well served under a close fire, two of the infantry 
helping to man it at the last in place of the artillery, who failed to 
Under cover of the fire of this battery, and nearly hidden in the 


and by the proximity of the woods, a heavy column of infantry was 
advanced to assault the redoubt. This column was opened upon by 


and soon enveloped the redoubt on every side, pouring in a heavy 
fire. The abatis was soon penetrated, when hand-grenades were 
used by us, apparently with great effect, as the attacking force soon 
retired, to rally again, however, in a short time. This was three or 


through the abatis. The enemy finally passed in line toward the — q 


town, leaving some stragglers in our vicinity. Twenty-six of these, 
some of them wounded, but mostly unhurt, surrendered in! small 


loss in repelling this assault was 1 killed and 8 wounded (3 mortally). 


_ After an interval of about half an hour, several guns opened 
upon the redoubt from a knoll about 250 yards from the south wall, 
and two or three guns at a distance of 100 yards, opposite the south- 
west corner, the fire from the two positions crossing at a right angle. 
The last-named guns were placed under the bank of the swamp, so 
that neither of ours could bear upon them. The darkness prevented 


to use our field piece where a movement could be heard was aban- 
doned after one or two discharges as useless. The enemy’s sharp- 
shooters were active while their batteries played upon the redoubt. 
The small building in the corner of the eerts upon which the fire 


and sending deadly missiles to nearly every part of the redoubt. 
Captain Chapin was struck by a fragment of one of these shells 
during the second cannonade, about 9.30 o’clock. The fire was also 


throwing off much earth by the explosions. The sand-bags were 


broken and thrown off the parapet, so as to destroy the loop-holes 
on the sides of attack. After the second cannonade had been some ° 


time continued, fire was opened in that direction by our gun-boats, 


_ but their shells passed over and exploded far beyond the enemy’s 


in perfect range for the magazine, Shortly after the firing ceased, 


batteries. Some shells from the town seemed to be better elevated 
and better timed, but were without apparent effect. The last two 
shells from the gun-boats struck and exploded, one on the parapet, 
the other upon the traverse covering the door of the magazine, both 
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_and demand was made for a surrender. The officers present, includ- 
ing Captain Chapin, were consulted before replying. A large force 
was known to be between. the redoubt. and the town, cutting off - 
communication. The cartridges were nearly expended, only half a 
| dozen grenades were left, our gunners were disabled, the prisoners 
- were a great embarrassment; there were no means of spiking the —- 
_ guns or of making signals. There appeared in the darkness nohope. 


of efficient help from the gun-boats or from the town batteries, and 
the fire received from the gun-boats, if repeated, left no safe place 
in the work. It was unanimously decided to be a useless waste of 


} life to continue the contest longer, and that it was best to surrender. 
} Possession of the work was given about 11 p. m. 
The total casualties in Company K, Wighty-fifth New York Volun-  — 
| teers, were Capt. N. Chapin mortally wounded, 1 sergeant killed, 


and 3 other enlisted men wounded (1 mortally); and of Company 


} H, Second Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, 6 wounded (2 supposed ° 
- mortally). 


I cannot speak too highly of the spirit and conduct of the men of 


i my own company, to whom, in the subordinate position I held dur- 
ing the greater part of the engagement, my attention was princi- | 
pally confined. No fear of their readiness to fight as long as required | 


was among the considerations leading to the surrender. Wagoner 
Dana E. Allen and Private Nason F. Chace were especially worthy 


of praise for their bravery in helping to man the guns when par- 
| tially deserted, the first, after he was himself wounded. 


For the details of the operations of the artillery of the redoubt, 
and a report of the conduct of the men of that service, I refer you 
to the report of Lieutenant Clark. 

I am able to learn no more of Captain Chapin after he was left in 
care of the enemy than that he died at some temporary hospital, or 


on his way to one, before morning. 


The force making the assault was Kemper’s brigade and the 
Twenty-first Georgia Regiment, all led by Colonel Mercer, of the 


_ Twenty-first Georgia, who was killed before the redoubt. We were 
_ told that the enemy lost before the redoubt 60 inkilled alone, and a 


large number of wounded. Appearances in the vicinity, so well as 
we could judge in the darknéss, indicated that they had lost severely. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
LAY BUTIS, 
First Lieutenant Highty-fifth New York Volunteers. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Late Commanding District of the Albemarle, N. C. 
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No. 5. 
Report of Brig. Gen. Innis N. Palmer, U. 8S. Army. 
Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., Apri 22, 1864—10 p. m.- 
Magor: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by Captain 
Martin, of the communication from the commanding general of the 
department of Oe UAy, the 21st instant. 

As the vessel which carries this dispatch is about to proceed to 
Roanoke for the purpose of bringing back the First U. 8. Colored 


simply state, viz, that it was not until the evening of the 20th that 
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Troops, and as I wish to have her sail as speedily as possible, I will _ 


_ over the command. 


'- roe at the earliest possible moment. The steamers that leave to- 
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-LTreceived a special order directing me to assume command of this — 
order, but as during the whole of yesterday, 21st instant, General — 


Peck had not intimated to me any knowledge of the order, I thought | 
it proper to inclose him a copy of it, and ina conversation which I | 


patch announcing the capture of Plymouth with its garrison on the . 
20th instant. The rebels will either hold it or evacuate it. If they 


ent, and if they evacuate it, I shall not re-establish a post there at 


' . will induce the rebels to attack Little Washington. That place has 
- init a respectable force, and will, I think, be able to resist any attack, 
_ although I do not consider the garrison sufficiently large if it be 


however, no further re-enforcements can be sent to that place from 


fifth Regiment U.S. Colored Troops, all the othor troops having been 


-I do not consider that it was necessary to re-enfore Roanoke Island, 


guns and carefully watched. 


_ Colonel Dutton, chief of staff to General Peck, who returned from 
the mouth of the Roanoke yesterday, informs me that he heard from 


sent away, but that General Wessells was on parole in the town. 


anda few days since a party was sent by the rebels to sound the chan- 
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district. I presumed that General Peck had been notified of this — 


have had with him this day he has declared his readiness to turn : 


You have probably before this time received General Peck’s dis- 


attempt to hold it, I shall make no attempt to recapture it at pres- 


resent. The mouth of the Roanoke River will be held by our gun- 
oats, and I am of the opinion that the rebel ram, which has been 
the principal cause of the fall of Plymouth, will not be able to get 
out into the sounds. 
It is my impression that the success of the attack upon Plymouth 


attacked by the force that has captured Plymouth. ‘At present, 


here. At this place, exclusive of the outposts, the troops for its de-. 
fense consist only of the garrisons of the difforent forts, with five 
companies of infantry (white) and a portion (250 men) of the Twenty- 


sent to re-enforce either Washington, Plymouth, or Roanoke Island. 


and I shall therefore withdraw the re-enforcements that were sent to 
aN place by General Peck’s order, and order them again to this | 
place. 

The rebels are making every preparation to bring the ram, which 
has been for some time at Kinston, down the river. I am kept con- 
stantly advised of the progress of the work uponit. She is completed, 


nel, coming as low down as the blockade which we have constructed. 
The work upon this blockade is pushed day and night, and it will 
be made as effectual as possible. It is under the fire of several heavy » 


The First U. 8. Colored Troops will be forwarded to Fortress Mon- 


night will probably return with that portion of the regiment that 
went to Roanoke by the morning of the 24th instant. The Twenty-| _ 
third New York Battery will also be withdrawn from Washington 
and sent to Fortress Monroe at the earliest possible moment. 

_ IL regret that I can give no particulars of the affair at Plymouth. 


persons who had escaped that our casualties were small; that the 
defense was vigorous; that the garrison made prisoners had been 


. Lam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, ° 


Brigadier- 
Maj. R. 8. Davis, eyed shige? fe 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina. 
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No. 6. 


| Abstract from Record of Events on return of the District of North 
z= Carolina for April, 1864. . 


| April 17.—The enemy, with a force estimated from 10,000 to 15,000, 
» under command of Major-General Hoke, advanced on Plymouth, 
/ in the Sub-district of the Albemarle, drove in our outposts and 
pickets, opened a heavy artillery fire on Fort Gray, and made two 
desperate assaults upon it with infantry and were handsomely re- 
pulsed each time. 
| April 18.—The enemy attacked Forts Gray and Williams with a 
much stronger force and were again completely whipped. The 
U.S. gun-boat Bombshell was sunk by a shell from a rebel battery. 
Apri 19.—The iron-clad_ ram Albemarle came down the Roanoke 
| River, attacked the U. S. Navy flotilla, ran into the gun-boat South- 
field and sunk her, and drove the other vessels out of the river into 
‘the sound. The enemy’s forces then surrounded the town and made 
_a general assault upon all the forts, the rebel ram co-operating. Our 
) troops being barred from any aid from the navy, and the enemy hav- 
ing the assistance of the powerful ram, he succeeded in capturing 
| Fort Wessells. At all other points he was repulsed with great loss. 
| April 20.—The enemy again attacked Forts Gray and Williams and 
was partially successful, capturing Fort Gray, but was driven back 
in great disorder from Fort Williams... Having gained one of our 
| flanks, resting on the river, he succeeded in getting into the town 
'under the protection of his ram and the captured fortifications, and — 
soon had entire possession of the place, capturing all the Government 
stores init. Fort Williams was then shelled from every direction, 
and riflemen were placed in the houses to annoy our cannoneers, but — 
not until after a most valiant resistance of more than two hours 
-against the whole rebel force did the brave garrison surrender. 
This gave the enemy full possession of the defenses of Plymouth. 
Re-enforcements arrived at the mouth of the Roanoke River for 
Plymouth, but being informed there by navy officers that the enemy 
had possession of the town and that the ram had control of the 
| river, they returned to New Berne. Upon their arrival there they 
) were immediately dispatched to Roanoke Island, and orders were 
given for the re-establishment of the headquarters of the sub-district _ 
at that place. 


Not?: 
Resolution of thanks by Confederate Congress. 


| [No. 3.}—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks fo Major-General Hoke and Commander 
_ Cooke, and the officers and men under their command, for the brilliant victory 
' over the enemy at Plymouth, N. C. 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
| That the thanks of Congress and the country are due and are ten- 
} dered to Maj. Gen. Robert F. Hoke and Commander James W. 
| Cooke, aid the officers and men under their_command, for the bril- 
| liant victory over the enemy at Plymouth, N. C. 

_ > Approved May 17, 1864. 
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APRIL 19, 1864.—Affair at Leesburg, Va. 


Report of Col. Charles R. Lowell, jr., Second Massachusetts Cavalry, 
commanding Cavalry Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Vienna, Va., April 20, 1864. 


‘CapTaIN: I have the honor to report my return to camp. The 


- only rebels in Loudoun County are Mosby’s four companies, perhaps 


two companies of the Bedford Cavalry, an incomplete company 
organizing in Leesburg, and about 40 attached men of White’s, and 


the Sixth and Eleventh Virginia Cavalry. 


When the Potomac rose Mosby thought it would be a good time 
to remove from around Leesburg and Point of Rocks corn which 
farmers there had been intending to send across the river. He 
pressed quite a number of teams, sent Company C to Waterford to 
superintend the business, and has taken away perhaps 250 barrels of 
corn in the ear ; not more, as the farmers are loath to work, and slip 
off on every opportunity. Meanwhile, he has carefully spread the 


_ report below Goose Creek that there was a large force in Loudoun 


County and several hundred men at least in Leesburg. The only 
force that has been near Leesburg is his own Company C, and part 


_ of anew company raising there, together less than 100 men. He is 


not sending the corn to Upperville, but to points about the country, 
some of which we learned. At each of these he has left one or two 
wagon-loads, whether for his own future use or as a sort of recom- 
pense to friends whom he had already eaten out does not appear. 
While the river is so high, without denial a force permanently 


there we cannot prevent this. There is very little corn left to move, 
_ however. We reached Leesburg Monday evening and returned to 


Goose Creek Tuesday noon, bringing 11 prisoners and leaving 1 
mortally wounded ata farm-house. That night I expected to send 


a party to Rectortown or Upperville, to return by Hopewell Gap, but 


we learned that Mosby in person had been reconnoitering our force, 
and had gone through Aldie that evening, leaving messages of 
regard for us with the Union families there. It seemed useless, 
therefore, to attempt any surprise, soI sent 75 dismounted men to 
Leesburg to try to take part in a wedding party which was to come 
off there. They reached the place half an hour too late, but met 


some of the party on the streets and there was a little smart firing. 


We lost 1 man killed and 3 wounded, not seriously. Do not.know 
that we did any damage at all. The captain in charge believes his 
own party, firmg without orders in the rear, did at least half the 
mischief. You will hear from Colonel Grimshaw how he was re- 
ceived when he reached Goose Creek on Monday. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. R. LOWELL, Jr., 
Col. Second Massachusetts Cavalry, Comdg. Brigade. 


Capt. W. A. La Morts, . 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Tyler’s Division. 
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APRIL 19, 1864.—Affair at Marling’s Bottom, W. Va. 


| Report of Col. Wialiam L. Jackson, Nineteenth Virginia Cavalry. 


JAckson’s River, April 20, 1864. 
(Received at Christiansburg, 21st.) 


Capt. J. W. Marshall, of my command, with his company on yes- . 


terday attacked the enemy—125 infantry, 90 cavalry—at Marling’s 
Bottom, Pocahontas County, routed them, and is in pursuit toward 


Beverly. 
WM. L. JACKSON, 
- . Colonel, &c. 
Maj. CHARLES §. STRINGFELLOW, __ 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


APRIL 21, 1864.—Destruction of Salt-Works at Masonborough Inlet, N.C. 


Report of Maj. Gen. William H. C. Whiting, CO. 8. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF CAPE FEAR, 
Walmington, N. C., April 22, 1864. 
GENERAL: Nine barges of the enemy, piloted by a renegade, 


landed last night at Masonborough, at the State salt-works, which aN 


they destroyed. They carried off a number of conscripts or em- 
ployés. I do not much regret the matter, as the State salt-works 
have always been a nest of traitors, and more than suspected of 
holding intercourse with the enemy, but I have no doubt at all that 


the attempt was made in consequence of information transmitted to 


the enemy of the withdrawal of my movable force. 

On the 12th instant I had directed General Martin to occupy the 
belt of sounds opposite Masonborough Inlet, but the recent move- 
ment of troops prevented it. It has always been my custom to 
guard these points strongly, as of very great importance to the 
security of the command. The enemy carried off a number of 


willing prisoners. They are capable of giving much information. | 


You will see by the inclosed copy of.a letter* to the Governor my 
opinion of the works and the people engaged on them. The whole 
affair strongly illustrates the necessity of keeping here at ‘least a 
brigade at all times. The men carried off were in the habit of daily 
visiting the city to haul and dispose of salt, are fully aware of the 


late movements and of every exposed condition, and will no doubt — 


give all the information they have to the enemy. ‘ 

- If your operations will not permit you to leave a brigade with 
‘me, I beg you will present this to the Department, which has been 
fully advised of the circumstances of this command. I have not 
at present sufficient force to perform the heavy garrison duties of 
the city. , 


Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
é' Major-General. 
' General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Weldon, N. C. 


* Not found. 


| Report of Col. Charles R. Lowell, jr., Second Massachusetts Cavalry, 
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’ horses were retaken and one shot. One man was wounded slightly. 
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APRIL 23, 1864.—Affair near Hunter's Mills, Va. 


commanding Cavalry Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Vienna, Va., April 23, 1864. 4 


-Gaprain: Lhave the honor to report all quiet in this vicinity. — 


~The pickets near Hunter’s Mills were attacked about 4 a, m. to-day _ 


by a dismounted party, with a loss of 9 horses and 3 men captured 
and 1 man wounded. No resistance was made by the pickets, only 
three shots being fired. A party started out about reveille this — 
morning, as soon as the news of the attack reached camp, and after — 
finding the trail started after the party in rapid pursuit,came in 
sight of them about 10+miles of Aldie. and chased them up the pike — 
through the town, the rebels scattering in all directions. 

Lieut. W. H. Hunter, of Company A, Mosby’s battalion, was — 
taken prisoner during the ¢hase and brought to this camp. Two 


The party consisted of 50 men, under the command of Mosby him- | 


self. They came down to the vicinity of the picket and crossed the _ 


creek mounted, where a portion of them dismounted and advanced — j 
on foot to the attack. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. R. LOWELL, JR., 
Col. Second Massachusetts Cavalry, Comdg. Cav. Brig. 


Capt. W. A. La Morrs, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. Ay. a) 


_ APRIL 24, 1864.—Skirmish near Middletown, Va. 
| RHEPORTS. 
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Max Weber, U. S. Army. 
No. 2.—Maj. Fielding H. Calmese, Twenty-third Virginia Cavalry. 
Nom: 


/ 


Report of Brig. Gen. Max Weber, U. S. Army. 


HEADQUARTERS First SEPARATE BRIGADE, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., April 25, 1864. 
Colonel Taylor reports that the scout of 100 men sent out to as- 
certain the strength of the enemy at Front Royal met a force of 
250 rebels near Middletown, and were driven back as far as Win- 
chester, with loss of 1 officer and 8 or 10 men. <A force of infantry, 
cavalry, and mounted infantry have been sent out by Colonel Taylor 
to intercept the rebels and ascertain their intentions. . 
MAX WEBER, 


Brigadier-G I . 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 7 Bea Commanding. 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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boas ; No. 2. 
} Report of Maj. Fielding H. Calmese, Twenty-third Virginia Cavalry. 
| HEADQUARTERS Outpost, April 25, 1864. 

I have been to Clarke County. Delivered the letter you sent me 
from General Lee. The Yankees scouted up to Berryville and Sum- 
mit Point every day in squads of 50 and 75. As I came up yester- 
day I met Captain Davis in pursuit of the enemy that came as far 
as Cedar Creek, numbering 100. He charged them at Middletown - 
and pursued them as far as Winchester, capturing the officer in 
command (Captain Purtrace [?]) and 16 privates, belonging to First. 
New York, Thirteenth Pennsylvania, and Twenty-first New York 
Regiments. Their force at Martinsburg is small. 

KF. H. CALMESH, 
: : Major, Commanding. 
General IMBODEN. 


{Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
April 25, 1864—2 p. m. 

Respectfully forwarded for information of General Lee. 

Captain Davis is on outpost duty and seems to have given this 
Yankee scout a good lesson. Lieutenant Blue was dangerously, | 
perhaps mortally, wounded last Thursday night in an attempt to 
surprise a Yankee camp at Springfield, in Hampshire. No other 
casualty on our side. The attack was unsuccessful. Blue’s party 
) was 30 strong; enemy about 300. Blue attacked at 6 o’clock at ~ 
- night, hoping to stampede the horses. He was brought off the field _ 
4 miles and left at a house. Averell has not returned, but is west of 
the Alleghanies. Our danger now lies in the direction of Beverly 
and Kanawha. I have notified General Breckinridge, and to-day 
have ordered the Sixty-second Regiment from Franklin to McDowell, 
and will collect my other forces about Woodstock, to bein readiness 
to move in either direction. The enemy has been scouting abou 
Sperryville during the last week. 
J. D. IMBODEN, 

Brigadver- General. 


APRIL 26-30, 1864.—Evacuation of Washington, N. C, 


REPORTS. 

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Innis N. Palmer, U. 8. Army, commanding District of North 

~ Carolina. 

No. 2.—Abstract from Record of Events on return of the Sub-district of the 
Pamlico for April, 1864. 


Now 


Report of Brig. Gen. Innis N. Palmer, U. S. Army, commanding 
District of North Carolina. 
HEADQUARTERS DiIsTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
\ New Berne, N. C., May 31, 1864. 
GENERAL: My order, No. 5, current series, concerning the out- 
rages committed at Little Washington has been severely commented 
upon in high places ; not by my military superiors, but by Senators 
of the United States and others. I am so informed, at least. I in- 
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close the opinion of a board of officers appointed to investigate the : 
’ matters treated of in that order. It may not have been good policy ~ 
to issue that order, but there is no injustice in it. My only feeling — 


in the matter is deep regret that there are men in our army who can 
perpetrate such outrages. . 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General. 
General L. THOMAS, 


Adjutant-General U. S. Army. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


GENERAL ORDERS, | Hpars. District or NoRTH CAROLINA, 
No. 5. j New Berne, N. C., May 3, 1864, 
While the troops of this command may exult and take just pride 
in their many victories over the enemy, yet a portion of them have 
within a few days been guilty of an outrage against humanity, which 
brings the blush of shame to the cheek of every true man and sol- 
dier. . 
It is well known that during the late evacuation of Washington, 
N. C., that town was fired, and nearly, if not entirely, consumed, 


' thus wantonly rendering houseless and homeless hundreds of poor - 


women and children, many of them the families of soldiers in our 

own army, and destroying the last vestige of the once happy homes 

of those men who have now given up all to serve their country in 

her hour of peril. And this was:done by men in the military service 
of the United States. 

It is also well known that the army vandals did not even respect 

* the charitable institutions, but bursting open ‘the doors of the 


Masonic and Odd Fellows’ lodges, pillaged them both, and hawked > 


about the streets the regalia and jewels. And this, too, by United 
States troops. 


It is well known, too, that both public and private stores were 


- entered and plundered, and that devastation and destruction ruled 


the hour. 


The commanding general had until this time believed it impossi- 
ble that any troops in his command could have committed go dis- 


graceful an act asthis which now blackens the fair fame of the Army — 


of North Carolina. He finds, however, that he was sadly mistaken, 
and that the ranks are disgraced by men who are not soldiers, but 
thieves and scoundrels, dead to all sense of honor and humanity, for 
whom no punishment can be too severe. 

The commanding general is well aware what troops were in the 
town of Washington when the flames first appeared. He knows 


| what troops last left that place ; he knows that in the ranks of only 


two of the regiments in the District of North Carolina the culprits 
now stand. 'To save the reputation of the command it is hoped that 
the guilty parties may be ferreted out by the officers who were in 
Washington at the time of these occurrences. 

This order will be read at the head of every regiment and detach- 
ment in this command at dress parade on the day succeeding its re- 
ceipt, and at the head of the Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers 
and the Fifteenth Connecticut Volunteers at dress parade every day 

for ten consecutive days, or until the guilty parties are found. 

By command of Brig. Gen. I. N. Palmer : 


J. A. JUDSON, 
| Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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[Inclosure No. 2.] 


‘GENERAL ORDERS, Hogrs. District or NortH CAROLINA, 
No. 10. New Berne, N. C., May 9, 1864. 


So much of the last paragraph of General Orders, No. 5, current. 
series, from these headquarters, relative to the destruction and _pil- 
lage of Washington, N. C., as directs that these orders be “‘ read at 
the head of the Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers and Fifteenth 
Connecticut Volunteers at dress parade every day for ten consecu- - 
tive days,” is hereby revoked, 
By command of Brig. Gen. I. N. Palmer: 
J. A. JUDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Inclosure No, 3.] 


CIRCULAR ORDERS.] Hbars. District or NoRTH CAROLINA, 
|New Berne,.N. C., May 30, 1864, 


I. Before a board of investigation, of which Col. James W. Sav- 
age, Twelfth New York Volunteer Cavalry, is president, convened 
at New Berne, N.C., by virtue of Special Orders, No. 16, paragraph I, 
and Special Orders, No. 26, paragraph II, current series, from these 
headquarters, were summoned various persons, officers, soldiers, and 
citizens, bearing testimony relative to the facts and circumstances 
connected with the burning of certain portions of the town of Wash- 
ington, N. C., and the pillage of that place, alleged to have been 
committed by certain men in the military and naval service of the — 
United States during the late evacuation, from whose testimony the 

‘Board of. Investigation deduce the following, viz: 


At about 11 p.m. on the 26th of April, 1864, Brigadier-General Harland, in com- 
mand at Washington, N.C., received orders to evacuate that place, and in pursu- 
_ance of his instructions the post was finally abandoned about 4 p.m. on the 30th. 
The intended evacuation seems to have become known, or to have been gener- 
ally suspected, on Wednesday, the 27th of April. During the afternoon of that day 
there appears to have been instances of theft, and before morning of Thursday pil- 
laging commenced, at first in the quartermaster’s store of the First North Caro- 
lina (Union) Volunteers, which during the day became general. Government stores, 
sutlers’ establishments, dwelling-houses, private shops, and stables, suffered alike. 
Gangs of men patrolled the city, breaking into houses and wantonly destroying 
such goods as they could not carry away. The occupants and owners were insulted 
and defied in their feeble endeavors to protect their property. The influence and — 
authority of officers, though sufficient to restrain these excesses when they were 
personally present, was forgotten or set at naught as soon as they were out of sight, 
and the sack was checked only by the lack of material to pillage, and ceased only 
with the final abandonment of the town. It is claimed, and may be true, that some 
portion of these outrages arose from a general impression that a large amount of 
stores and property would, upon the abandonment of the place, either be destroyed 
or left to fall into the hands of the enemy, but this is probably not seriously regarded 


‘ by any one as a justification, or even palliation, of the utterly lawless and wanton 


character of the plundering. 
The members of the Board, having summoned and examined all those persons | 
within their reach who it was supposed could give any material testimony on the 
‘subject, regret that they have been able to identify so few of the individuals con- 
cerned in these violations of good order and discipline, but they are of opinion that 
none of the troops in Washington on the 28th of April last can reasonably claim to 
escape a share of the shame and odium which the history of those few days has 
justly caused. These were the Fifty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, the Twenty- 
first Connecticut Volunteers, detachments of the Fifteenth Connecticut Volunteers 
and the Seventeenth Massachusetts Volunteers, two companies of the Fifth Rhode 
Island Volunteer Artillery, Ransom’s New York battery, two companies of the 
Twelfth New York Cavalry, and the cavalry company of the First North Carolina 
(Union) Volunteers. Nor were these alone guilty. Sailors from the gun-boats, 
hands employed on the transports, negroes, and in some instances citizens, joined 


in the work of plunder and devastation, 4 
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The Board are glad, however, to be able to record their opinion that the officers 
present in Washington, generally, perhaps without exception, not only discounte- 
nanced, but used their best endeavors to repress, the disorder and pillage. 

At 10 o’clock on the morning of the 30th, and as the last troops were about em- 
barking, a fire broke out in some stables, which had for two days been unoccupied. 
The conflagration extended to adjacent buildings, and spread so rapidly as to defy 
all attempts to extinguish it. That this fire was designedly caused admits of little 
question, but the Board are unable to come to any satisfactory conclusion as to the 
. guilty parties. ; 

Some four hours later Colonel McChesney, at that time in command of the post, 
sent by one of his officers a verbal order to Commander Renshaw, of the gun-boat 
Louisiana, then in the stream, in consequence of which that officer sent a boat’s 
crew and set fire to the bridge across the Tar River. This fire also is supposed to 


have spread through the town. So far as appears in evidence, the fires which | 


caused such serious destruction of property originated at these two points alone. 
Other fires were kindled, but extinguished in every instance before they had caused 
any damage. 

The commander of the post declares that he had no intention whatever of burn- 
ing the bridge, but whether his instructions were carelessly given, incorrectly trans- 
mitted, or misapprehended, or willfully disregarded by the commander of the 
_ Louisiana, the Board do not deem a matter of great importance. 


II. The findings of the Board of Investigation in this case are 
approved, and published for the information of those concerned. 
III. The Board of Investigation, of which Col. James W. Savage, 
Twelfth New York Cavalry, is president, is dissolved. 
By command of Brig. Gen. I. N. Palmer : 
J. A. JUDSON, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


: 


No. 2. 


Abstract from Record of Events on return of the Sub-district of the 
. Pamlico for April, 1864. 


April 26.—-Instructions received from headquarters District of 
North Carolina to evacuate Washington, N. C. 

April 27,—The First Regiment North Carolina (Union) Volunteers 
(white), with their families and baggage, embarked for New Berne, 
N.C. A rebel force made their appearance in our front ; some skir- 
mishing ; loss, 2 of the men of the Seventeenth Massachusetts killed, 
1 or 2 wounded; our artillery busy shelling the woods and roads; 
all contrabands removed to Hill’s Point. 

April 28.—The rebel force disappeared from our front ; several de- 
serters re the force to be that of General Hoke, from Plymouth, 
estimated at from 8,000 to 10,000 men. The Fifty-eighth Pennsyl- 
vania and Twenty-first Connecticut Volunteer Infantry embarked 
at Washington for Fort Monroe. All the cavalry and light artillery, 
pte quartermaster’s train, sent overland from Washington to New 

erne. 


April 29.—Rebel cavalry drove in our pickets on the south side of 
- the Pamlico River. 

April 30.—All the ordnance and ordnance stores, quartermaster’s 
and commissary stores, contrabands and Union people who desired 
to leave, having been shipped from Washington, N. C., to New Berne, 
the remainder of the troops embarked for New Berne, leaving the 


garrison at Hatteras Inlet the only force of United States troops in ~ 


the Sub-district of the Pamlico. At the time of the evacuation a fire 


broke out in Washington, which, notwithstanding the exertions of 


officers and men to extinguish it, destroyed a large portion of the 
town. Origin of the fire unknown. ; 
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Mile Ordinary, Va. 
fifles. 


HEADQUARTERS First MountED RIFLES, 
Near Williamsburg, Va., April 29, 1864. 


} 27th instant, | marched at an early hour. Nothing of importance 
} occurred until we reached the long woods beyond Twelve-Mile Ordi-- 
} nary, where we were fired on by scouts, one of whom (Davis) we capt- 
j ured. The next picket, near Slatersville, we charged to New Kent, 
| there is no force at Tunstall’s Station, on the Pamunkey.. I could get 
}noinformation. At Bottom’s Bridge are 2,000 infantry and artillery, 
} with Holcombe’s battalion of cavalry. Nine field guns are constantly 
jon duty. All the public fords, on the river above Ford’s Bridge are 


+ tral point, from which re-enforcements can be thrown to any point 
, above New Bridge in half an hour. Fifteen thousand can be brought 
| to the defense of Bottom’s Bridge in that time. Ford’s Bridge Ford, 
three days since, was only defended by asmall picket. There is also 
) a picket at Charles City Court-House. The camp of this force per- 
i forming this duty (supposed to be the Forty-second Battalion) is 6 
» miles from the court-house, toward Richmond. At. the latter place 
the people are in great excitement. The enemy are strengthening 
fortifications, and troops are constantly arriving from the direction 


i least defended. There is no force this side of Bottom’s Bridge ex- 


shortest notice. We reached New Kent Court-House at 12.45 ; rested 
an hour and a half ; returned to Barhamsville, where we halted two 
hours to feed and supper. Finding the horses very fresh, I decided 
to return. 
In the long woods, 1 mile beyond Twelve-Mile Ordinary, we were 
attacked at 9 o’clock by an ambuscade ii ea to be the Penin- 
_sula Scouts) ; they had scattered torpedoes or shells, with friction 
fuses, in the road, six of which exploded in my column, the fire of 
the fuses making a strong light, of which the enemy took advan- 
tage to fire on the men. I wheeled into line, and gave the enemy a 
|} volley, which caused them to leave, but they returned again and 
| kept up a continuous fusilade on my entire column as it passed. I 
| did not deem it advisable to follow them into the woods, as I had 
; reason to suppose their infernal machines might do me more injury 
than the random. fire. Although the shells exploded in the midst of 
the horses and men, strange to say but one man and two horses were 
| slightly wounded with pieces of shell. My men behaved as coolly 
as on parade, although the uncommon style of warfare was sufficient 
_ to destroy the equanimity of the best troops. I should judge the 
| machines to be about 20-pounder shells ; they seemed to be charged 
with canister. Major Hamilton deserves particular notice for his 
coolness and gallantry through the entire trip. My thanks are due 
| Maj. James N. Wheelan for volunteering to lead a small party around 
_ from Barhamsville to cut off the picket at New Kent Court-House, 
Lage 


APRIL 27-29, 1864,—Expedition from Williamsburg and skirmish at Twelve- 


} capturing 3.. The most reliable information I could gain was that 


of Charleston. I believe the Charles City Court-House road is the, 


| Report of Ool. Benjamin F. Onderdonk, First New York Mounted : 


CoLoNnEL: I have the honor to report, pursuant to orders of the  ~ 


| blockaded and nay, guarded. A large force is stationed at a cen- . 


cept one troop of the Holcombe Cavalry, at Cedar Hill, 2 miles beyond — 
New Kent Court-House, to picket the roads, but they retreat at the) 


) 
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an hour late. I returned to camp 12.30 this morning. 


shell (slightly). 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. F. ONDERDONK, 
Colonel, Commanding Mounted Rifles. 
: Col. Ropert M. WEstT, 
ete Commanding Post. 
j | Res [Indorsement. ] 


Rg aaa : HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, 
: April 29, 1864. 
' Respectfully forwarded. 
I further learn from deserters and prisoners-(of which latter 4 
were captured and sent down this morning) that there is a regiment 
of infantry (Fifty-third Virginia) at White House; an accession of 
cavalry near Charles City Court-House ; twenty pieces light artil- 
ery, both of brass and iron, at Bottom’s Bridge, &c.; also that a 
~ wagon-load of torpedoes came down from Richmond four days since, 
in charge of Hume’s Peninsula Scouts, for use on the Peninsula 
- road. They are not self-acting, but are discharged by cords at- 


[Cuar. XLV. ; 
which only failed on account of the pad road, causing him to be half i 


> 


Casualties: Corporal Feiling, Troop B, wounded in shoulder by 


tached, and managed by men concealed in the woods. The com- | 


manding general can infer from the above and the inclosed how far 
the enemy are expecting our advance by the Peninsula, 
ik I. J. WISTAR, | 
Brigadier-General. 


APRIL 28, 1864, Reconnaissance to Madison Court-House, Va. 


yu Report of Col. Thomas C. Devin, Siath New York Cavalry, com- 
manding brigade. 


Hpgrs. SECOND BRIGADE, FIRST CAVALRY DIvIsIoNn, 
April 28, 1864, 

CaprTaIn: I have the honor to report that in pursuance of orders 
from Brigadier-General Torbert, commanding First Cavalry Divis- 
ion, I left camp with my brigade at 5.30 a. m. this day, and marched 
to James City. At that point I halted and detached one squadron 

' Seventeenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, with orders to escort signal officer 
to the summit of Thoroughfare Mountain. I marched thence to Rob- 
ertson River, where I found the ford picketed by about 30 rebel cay- 
alry. Llordered the advance of Sixth New York Cavalry, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Crocker commanding, to charge and carry the ford, which 
was gallantly done, Lieutenant Cating, of brigade staff, leading the 
charge and the regiment following. The enemy fired some thirty 

_ shots, but fortunately injured no one. The Sixth New York Cav- 
alry was then ordered to drive the rebel pickets through Madison 
Court-House, and ascertain the presence of any rebel force in that 


vicinity or at Wolftown. The other two regiments were held in | 


reserve on this side of the river. 

_ It was definitely ascertained that no infantry has been stationed 
at Wolftown ; that William H. F. Lee’s old brigade (now under a 
Colonel Chambliss) of cavalry is encamped near the fork of Rob- 
ertson and Rapidan Rivers, and is picketing Robertson River, hay- 
ing on the 26th instant relieved Wickham’s brigade, which was 
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| ordered to Fredericksburg, and that not over 20 rebel cavalry had - 
lately occupied Madison Court-House. A small force of infantry is 
| said to be between Jack’s Shop and Liberty Mills, at which former 
') point an enrolling officer is located. 
| lL ordered the post-office at Madison Court-House to be forced, and 
| the mail seized, but found nothing of importance except some late 
| newspapers. The command remained two hours at Madison Court- , 
| House, returning to camp at 5 a. m., after stopping one and one-half 
) hours at James City to feed and cook. Two prisoners of Tenth Vir- 
| ginia Cavalry (Fitzhugh Lee’s brigade) were captured, together with _ 
| their arms, horses, and equipments. Three conscripts, en route to 
| the enrolling officer, were also captured. One citizen, charged with 
} being found doing picket duty, armed, &c., was also brought in.* 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. C. DEVIN, 

) Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
Capt. C. McCLELLAN, : 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


APRIL 28-MAY 1, 1864.—Scout from Vienna toward Upperville, Va. 


| Report of Col. Charles R. Lowell, jr., Second Massachusetts Cavalry, 
Ne commanding brigade. 


Hpagrs. DEPT. OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS, 
: Washington, D. C., May 3, 1864. 
f Col. J. C. KELTON, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Hdqrs. of the Army: 


CoLoNEL: I have the honor herewith to inclose the report of Col- 
' onel Lowell, Second Massachusetts Cavalry, commanding cavalry | 
| prieede at Vienna, of his recent expedition to the vicinity of Upper- 
| ville. 

This is the third successful operation of Colonel Lowell, within 
the last month, embracing in all a capture of about 50 of Mosby’s 
men, between 30 and 40 horses and equipments, and a good deal of 
other property. I désire to commend in strong terms the zeal and 
ability displaved by Colonel Lowell in these various expeditions. 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Cc. C. AUGUR, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


ae SE 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, ~ 
Vienna, Va., May 1, 1864. 
__ Capratn: I have the honor to report return of the cavalry scout 
/ sent out on Thursday after visiting Leesburg, Upperville, Paris, 
' Bloomfield, Union, and Rectortown. No force but Mosby was found 
_ there. We searched most of the houses designated by General Augur, 
and have brought in quite a number of arms and contraband goods ; 
also 21 of Mosby’s men and 2 blockade-runners (besides 1 of Mosby’s 
men and 1 blockade-runner turned over by Colonel McMahon), and 
from 20 to 25 horses. A report in full from the provost-marshal will 
be forwarded to-morrow. We brought off a portionof the wool in- 
dicated in the letter to General Augur, and supplied the command 


* Names of prisoners omitted. 
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pretty roll with tobacco. It was impossible to get teams to haul the 


remainder of the wool. The houses where the bulk of the tobacco — 


must have been stored we did not visit, as the direction of some was 
given erroneously in the letter, and a good deal of time thus lost. 
Those below Salem must be left for another visit. 
We lost 1 sergeant killed, 1 prisoner, and 2 wounded of Second 
- Massachusetts Cavalry, 2 privates killed and 3 prisoners Sixteenth 
New York Cavalry; 1 of the killed and all of these prisoners were 
straggling away from the command improperly. We killed 1 of 
Mosby’s battalion and 1 of Sixth Virginia Cavalry, serving with 
Mosby ; wounded 2, besides 2 wounded brought in. 
All has been quiet in this vicinity during the last twenty-four 
hours. 
‘Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. R. LOWELL, JR., 
. Col. Second Mass. Cav., Comdg. Cavalry Brigade. 
Capt. W. A. La Morte, ! 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Tyler's Division. 


The body mentioned as buried in Upperville was dug up and 
brought here, and is subject to your orders. 


o 
{Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS TYLER’S DIVISION, 
Fairfax Court-House, May 2, 1864. 
ee uns, forwarded for the information of the commanding 
general. 
~ Thave the honor to commend to the favorable attention of the 
commanding general the nena and excellent conduct by Colonel 
Lowell and his command in the late scout. Colonel McMahon, who 
commanded the infantry, also deserves much credit. ; 
Faye RON Tita tebe, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


_ APRIL 29-30, 1864.—Expedition from Newport Barracks to Swansborough, 
ee N. C. 


Report of Col. James Jourdan, One hundred and fifty-eighth New 
: York Infantry. ¢ 


Newport BARRACKS, April 30, 1864. 
_ A small expedition under Captain Kelley, of the Ninth Vermont, 
left Newport last evening for the purpose of capturing rebel troops 
at Swansborough and destroying a large quantity of fish ready for 
shipment to Kinston. Expedition returned to-day with, 1 lieutenant, 
11 soldiers, and 2 home guards, with their arms, and 2 citizens, pris- 
oners. Captured three or four boats and destroyed about 225 barrels 
of fish, salted. No loss reported. ill report particulars as soon as 


possible. 
J. JOURDAN, 


Colonel, C ing. 
General PALMER. ommanding 


7 


: 
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| CORRESPONDENCE, ORDERS, AND RETURNS RELATING 
'TQ OPERATIONS IN NORTH CAROLINA, VIRGINIA, 
WEST, VIRGINIA, MARYLAND, AND PENNSYLVANIA, 
FROM JANUARY 1 TO APRIL 30, 1864. 


UNION CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. 


¢ 


Pony Mountain, January 1, 1864—1.20 p. m. 
|} Captain Norton, 
Chief Signal Officer, Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac: 
There seems to be less smoke between Raccoon and Morton’s Fords. 
| Allelse about the same. No unusual stir. Heavy smoke back of 


* Raccoon Ford. 
HALSTED, 
Signal Officer. 


CULPEPER, January 1, 1864. 


: Maj. Gens A. A. Humpnreys, 
Chief of Staff: 


you to specify when I shall advance the brigade now in rear to Cedar 
! Mountain, because I think such movements should be simultaneous 
| with the new arrangement of the cavalry pickets demanded by such 


. change. 
JNO. NEWTON, 
Major-General. 
[Indorsement. ] | 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 1, 1864, 


. Respectfully referred to Major-General Pleasonton, commanding 
Cavalry Corps. 
The major-general commanding directs that the cavalry pickets 


“be advanced beyond Cedar Mountain and that every precaution be | 


taken to watch the approach to Cedar Mountain from the right and 
left, and that instructions be given that in the event of any party of 
the enemy advancing toward it the guard at the signal station of 
100 infantry be immediately warned, as well as the commander of 
the infantry brigade and division at or near Cedar Mountain. 
. | A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
set 7 Major-General, Chief of Staff. 
(317) 


There is as yet no signal station on Cedar Mountain. The detach- — 
/. ment of 100 men to guard it have accordingly not been sent. The | 
| cavalry pickets are north of Cedar Mountain, and only one-fourth | 
mile in front of the front brigade at Mitchell’s Station. I request 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, | 

ye January 1, 1864. | 

Major-General NEWTON : ‘ a j 

Instructions have been issued to the commander of the Cavalry | 

Corps to have the cavalry pickets advanced beyond Cedar Mountain, | 

to have every avenue of approach to Cedar Mountain to the right _ 

' and left carefully watched, and the commander of the guard at the _ 

signal station and the commander of the division near Cedar Mount- F 

- ain warned immediately of the approach of any party of the enemy. 

There should be constant communication with the commander of — 
the division near Cedar Mountain andthe commander of the cavalry 

brigade near Cedar Run, and they should arrange between them ~ 

- every detail necessary to the execution of the duties assigned each. 


By order: : 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


CULPEPER, January 1, 1864. 

- Major-General HUMPHREYS, 

Chief of Staff : 

Do you intend all of Robinson’s division to oceupy Cedar Mount- | 


ain, or one brigade only ? 
} ' JNO.. NEWTON, 
’ Major-General. 


[Indorsement. ] 
s 


Major-General NEwrTon, 
i Commanding First: Corps : 
The major-general commanding directs me to say that whether — 
- one or both brigades of Robinson’s division are posted near Cedar . 
Mountain is left to you. It was thought to be your proposition to 
take both brigades there in the personal interview on Wednesday, 
because the brigade near Cedar Run had a wet camp-ground as 
well as the brigade near Mitchell’s Station. The exact posting of 
the brigades of the division is left to you, so that they accomplish 
‘the objects of the advanced position of the division. ' 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. . 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CoRPs, a 

| January 1, 1864. 4 

Col. PauL FRANK, 

Commanding First Division, Second Corps: 4 

CoLONEL : The major-general commanding the corps directs me | 

to say that he has ordered the supply train of your division, which 
is now parked near the mill, on the other side of Mountain Run, to 

be moved to a point designated by Colonel Batchelder, chief quarter- 

eet Second Corps, near the corduroy road leading to Brandy | 

ation. | 

Iam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 7 

|  W..G MITOHELE, | 

Major and Aide-de-Camp. . 


a 


; a 
Noe, f (am 
r Sareea) | 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
ae: ht January 1, 1864. 
| Major-General FRENCH, ; 

i Commanding Third Corps : 


i GENERAL : The major-general commanding directs me to say that 


) would be modified by the manner in which the brigade of the Sec- 
ond Corps in front of Stevensburg was posted. A communication 
upon this subject has just been made to the commander of the Sec- 
{ond Corps, who will advance the right of his picket-line so as to 
throw it in front of the cavalry and infantry brigade and on the 
road from Stevensburg to Raccoon Ford. The left of the picket- 


| line of the Third Corps should be advanced accordingly and unite 
| 
j 
/ 


with that of the Second Corps at such point near the Raccoon Ford. ~ | 


‘road as may be found most suitable. 
: A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 1, 1864. 
| Major-General FRENCH, 
Commanding Third Corps : . 
The major-general commanding considers it to be best that the 
left of the picket-line of the Third Corps should be thrown forward 
about half a mile, so as to be outside of the regimental cavalry camps. 
The pickets of the Second Corps, where they unite with those of the 
Third, will be thrown forward simultaneously. An understanding 
should be had between the commanders of the two corps respecting 
the union of their picket-lines. 
' . A. A. HUMPHREYS, 


Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


- 


JANUARY 1, 1864—3.30 a. m. 
 CoMMANDING OFFICER CAVALRY CoRPS: Ae, 
I transmit you three telegrams just received, two being copies 0 


dispatches from Harper’s Ferry.* I understand the general com- ; 


manding’s dispatch * to mean that the, cavalry division will govern 
their movements when approaching and while in the valley of the 
Shenandoah by the information now sent. Please return the tele- 
grams after they are used by you. ° 
: A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


| HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
& January 1, 1864. 
Brigadier-General MERRITT, 
Commanding First Cavalry Division ; 
GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that the 
‘pickets be advanced beyond Cedar Mountain, and that every pre- 


* Probably Sullivan to Kelley, Sullivan to Halleck, and Meade to Humphreys, 
Vol. XXIX, Part II, pp. 591, 594. 
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» the direction and _termination of the left of the picket-line of the — 
) Third Corps should be governed by the right of that of the Second: | 
“Corps. The general position of the picket-line of the Second Corps 
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caution be taken to watch the approach to Cedar Mountain from; 
the right and left, and that instructions be given that in the event | 
of any party of the enemy advancing toward it the guard at the | 
_ signal station of 100 infantry be immediately warned as well as the — 
commander of the infantry brigade and division at or near Cedar — 
_ Mountain. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
KE. B. PARSONS, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


FAIRFAX Court-Houss, January 1, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. Tayior, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


I have to-day assumed command of division. 
R. O. TYLER, 
‘Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


ALEXANDRIA, January 1, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. Tayior, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


CoLonEL: I have the honor to report my arrival at this point — 
with the leading regiment of my brigade. Four more are follow- — 


ing: 
. 4 F. WHEATON, 
Brigadier-General. 


MARRIOTTSVILLE, January 1, 1864." 


-Lieutenant-Colonel Tayior, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Captain Simpson directs me to proceed to Harper’s Ferry. I left 
Washington 2 p.m. My rear regiment arrived at the same time. 
Please telegraph instructions to me at some point on the road. 
_ Whom shall IT report to at Harper’s Ferry ? Hurry on my trains — 
with camp and garrison equipage. . Quartermaster Murray is in — 


charge of them. 
Pert, F. WHEATON, 
Bs Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., January 1, 1864—8 a. m. | 
(Received 11.45 a. m.) 


+ 


Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Ohief of Staff : 


_ The following just received. All the cars I can raise are engaged _ 
in. moving Averell’s troops to Martinsburg. May Iagain ask that _ 
two or three regiments of infantry be sent to Averell from Balti- — 
more ! “a 
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Pens ot Shanes es MARTINSBURG, W. VA., January 1, 1864. . 
} Brigadier-General KELLEY : 


heard also on Tuscarora road. Cannot re-enforcements be sent here and North 


) Mountain? 
gg W. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


B. F. KELLEY, 


CUMBERLAND, MD., January 1, 1864—7 p.m. - 


ae (Received 9.55 p.m.) 

» Brigadier-General CuLLum, Chief of Staff: 

| A telegram just received from General Sullivan reports all quiet 

‘below. The scare this morning was caused by a squad of rebel 

| cavalry near Winchester. I am now satisfied there are no rebel 

| Baltimore and Ohio Railroad is thoroughly protected, and perfectly 
safe for passengers and freight. ie: 

B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


\ 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, January 1, 1864. 
J. W. GARRETT, Hsq., ; 
President Baltumore and Ohio Railroad, Baltimore : 


) force with the view of again destroying the bridges, capturing 
|) protected, and is perfectly safe for both freight and passengers. 


B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadter-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 1, 1864—9 a. m. 
Colonel Muuuican, New Creek: | 
Our pickets were driven in near Martinsburg this a. m. Give 
|notice to your command to be on the alert, especially the troops 
below here on the railroad. It is reported to me that Hnrights was 
seen near Moorefield with his company a day or two since. 
B. F. KELLEY, 


i . ° - 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS FourtH DIVISION, 
ce Martinsburg, January 1, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY, Cumberland: 

I have not much confidence in the pickets of the Twelfth Pennsyl- 
vania, who brought in the report that they captured 4 prisoners 4 
)miles this side of Winchester at 4 o’clock this morning ; that the 
prisoners were subsequently recaptured by 30 rebels, who pursued 


the scouts of the Twelfth Pennsylvania to Bunker Hill; also that 


ithe prisoners had stated that two brigades arrived at Winchester 
hos ALR R—VOL XXXII1° 
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} Enemy drove in our pickets to Bunker Hill this morning at 4 o’clock. Firing — 


Brigadier-General... 


troops north of Mount Jackson, except, perhaps, a few scouts. The — 


The reports that the enemy were approaching the railroad in large ) 


trains, is unfounded. The railroad is well guarded and thoroughly ~ 


- 


OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA. W. VA. MD. A | 
the Twelfth and have requested General Sullivan to direct his cav- | 


et 
_ it is likely he is determined to establish an outpost at Winchester or | 


(4 


ties 
oe ~ wait until my brigade is on its feet here he may come. I think it 


M. W. AVERELL, j 
Brigadier-General. ( 


. CUMBERLAND, January 1, 1864—11 a. m. 
_  Brigadier-General AVERELL, Martinsburg : 
~, . I fully concur with you in regard to the Twelfth Pon any I 
~~. am glad you have sent Gibson to the front. General Sullivan says 
‘Captain Bailey, of the First New York, reports Rosser’s brigade in ~ 
. Winchester last night. If that is all the force there you can whip — 
them with two of your regiments. Keep me fully advised. I have 
put all the troops along the line of railroad on the alert. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


* 


HEADQUARTERS FOURTH DIVISION, 
Martinsburg, January 1, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KEuuEy, 


Commanding Department of the Cumberland: 


, My own scouts have returned from Winchester and report noth- 
ing inthe place except scouting party of 40: rebels up to dark last 
—  - night, but that Sixty-second Virginia Infantry, Kighteenth Virginia 
~ . Cavalry, White’s battalion, and one or two companies of Gilmor’s 
battalion were in the vicinity of Winchester. The rebels report my 
_ force in the mountains unable to escape; that 1,200 of my command — 
, which had been captured passed through Staunton yesterday. I 
think it is proper that I should assume command of the entire force 
at this place. I will endeavor to have no more stampedes. Colonel 
_ Rodgers’ command can, however, make their returns to their proper 
_ division commander. If this meets your approbation, please direct. — 
it. I still think the permanent infantry force should be increased — 
at this point. As soon as I get my command in order I will clean 
fy out Winchester, if the rebels attempt to occupy it. 
ee WM. W. AVERELL, 

. Brigadier-General. 


A WASHINGTON, January 1, 1864. 
Major-General HALLECK : : 
GENERAL: Copies of all telegrams relating to movements near 
-Harper’s Ferry and Martinsburg have been sent to Major-General 
Meade. Do you wish any sent to Brigadier-General Lockwood ? 


Very respectfully, &e., 
aN THOMAS T. ECKERT, ye 
WETS |, Major, de. 4% 
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/ ERS WasHINGTON, January 1, 1864—1.15 p.m. 
“Major EcKERT: A 
It is not necessary to send telegrams to General Lockwood unless 
they interest his command. 
H. W. HALLECK. 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., 
_ January 1,1864—10.30 a.m. (Received 11.45 a. m.) 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff : 
Captain Bailey, of the First New York Cavalry, has returned, re- 
porting a force of cavalry in Winchester, and he supposed a force of 


infantry near. It was so dark he could obtain no news that would — 


give him an opportunity to judge of their numbers. 
J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigader-General. 


HARPER’S Ferry, W. V4., 
January 1, 1864—1 p.m. (Received 4.20 p. m.) 


Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff : 
The scare at Martinsburg was occasioned by a scouting party, who 


| saw but few rebels, yet learned from prisoners that about 1,000 cav- 


alry were approaching. My forces are distributed as follows : Mar- 
tinsburg, 3,000; Charlestown, 800; cavalry between Charlestown 


and Bunker Hill, 800 ; cavalry, with infantry ready to support, from 


this place, 800. I am not strong enough in infantry here to attempt 


to get in theirrear. Orders have been given to Martinsburg to drive 


the force below Winchester. 
J. CO. SULLIVAN, | 


. Brigadier-General. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, January 1, 1864. 


Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper’s Ferry, W. Va. : 


A brigade of infantry will immediately leave here for Harper’s. 


Perry. 
eed | H. W. HALLEOK, 
eT, : General-in-Chief. 


Harper’s Ferry, W. VA., January 1, 1864. 
(Received 5.20 p. m.) 


Brig. Gen. G. W. CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff: 
I can learn nothing that need cause any apprehension. I believe 
a scare of pickets only has produced this excitement. Trains run 
regularly, and nothing can be found of any enemy by my forces 


lestown. 
from Charlestown J. ©. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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Martinspura, W. Va., January 1, 1864. 
Bee bid (Received 8.25 p. m.) 
General CULLUM, 

Rn Chief of Staff: 


‘From information received here I report no enemy certainly this 
side of Winchester. I occupy all the important points on the roads 
~~ as far as Bunker Hill with cavalry. A citizen from Berryville — 
. reports that the force that was at Strasburg moved up the valley — 
to-day. Iam certain that a scare of the pickets was magnified to 
a great extent, since the heavy firing reported on Tuscarora road 


turns out to be a salute for the new year. 
) J.C. SULLIVAN As 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


MARTINSBURG, W. VA., January 1, 1864. 
Captain Boonn, ; 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
My scout, when within 4 miles of Winchester, was attacked at 4 
this morning and pursued to Bunker Hill. My troops are under 
arms and about being formed. Rebels reported as one brigade. 
; R. 8. RODGERS, » 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HARPER'S Ferry, W. VA., January 1, 1864. 
Colonel RoDGERS, 
Martinsburg, W. Va.: 


What men have you? Boyd has gone to Bunker Hill. 
J. C. SULLIVAN, 


Brigadier-General. 


; MARTINSBURG, W.. Va., January i 1864, 
Captain Boong, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


‘Two squadrons of the Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry, with one 
regiment of cavalry of General Averell’s command, all under com- 


+ mand of Major Gibson, are at Bunker Hill. All quiet in town. 


R. 8. RODGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HARPER’S Ferry, W. Va., January 1, 1864. 
Colonel RopGErs, 


Martinsburg, W. Va.: 


Send along railroad. Notify all stations. Put Opequon on its | 


guard. Move out a force strong enough to check the enemy. Let 
me know where they are. Keep town quiet. 


J. CO. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General. 


e 
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a HaRpPErR’s Ferry, W. VaA., January 1, 1864. 
| Colonel RopGERs, » . 


Martinsburg, W. Va.: ae: 


Should telegraph wire be cut between us use the signal with Mary- 


land Heights. 
J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General. 


a MARTINSBURG, W. VA., January 1, 1864. 
| Captain Boong, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
Telegram received ; all your orders are being executed. All my 


cavalry have gone to support the squadron at Bunker Hill. General | 


Averell has sent a strong force toward North Mountain. 
R. 8. RODGERS, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


nN 


ame) ( HARPER’S Ferry, W. V4., January 1, 1864. 
| Colonel RopGErs, ; . 
Martinsburg, W. Va. : 

Your own forces are for the protection of the road. You are the 
» commandant of the post. General Averell’s command should cover 
} thetown. You keep it quiet. I look to you. 
J. C. SULLIVAN, | 

Brigadier-General. 


; MARTINSBURG, W. VA., January 1, 1864. 
| Captain Boon, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


My cavalry party are still at Bunker Hill. Cavalry have gone to — 


| their support. It is believed that two rebel brigades are at Win- 


chester. 
R. 8. RODGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


—— 


a CAMDEN STATION, BALTIMORE, Mp., 
January 1, 1864. (Received 10.50 a, m.) . 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HaLueck, 
General-in-Chief : 


Our agent at Martinsburg telegraphs us at 7.50 this morning that 


- General Averell advises us to move all our power and cars to Har- 
_ per’s Ferry, or east of that. The pickets were driven, at 4 o’clock this 
/ a. m., froma point 4miles'north of Winchester. One brigade of the 
| enemy reported as moving toward Martinsburg. The general also 
» reports that the Government pickets were driven in at Bunker Hill 
_ and firing heard on the Tuscarora road. These advices appear to be 
' ominous of a heavy movement. Will you require additional trans- 
portation, and from what point ? 

oA J. W. GARRETT, 


President. 


U 
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Hon. E. M. Stanton, | 


_ Major-General PLEAsontoy, 
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Navy DEPARTMENT, 
January 2, 1864. 


Secretary of War: 


Str: The admiral in command of the North Atlantic Blockading 
- Squadron is confident that he can land a military force on the open 
beach. to the westward of Fort Caswell, whence the reduction of that — 
important work is easily accomplished by the engineers. The result — 


of such operation is to enable the naval vessels to lie inside, as is 
the case at Charleston, thus closing the port effectually. As this is 


the only port by which any supplies whatever reach the rebels, and — i 
as the armies are mostly going into winter quarters, it seems a fit — 
_ opportunity to undertake such an operation. iat 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GIDEON WELLES, | 
Secretary of the Navy. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 2, 1864.. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL OF THE ARMY: 


expected that Wheaton’s brigade, Sixth Corps, recently detached 
from this army for service in the Shenandoah Valley, will remain 


its absence will to that extent diminish the number of furloughs 


_ that can now be given in this army to soldiers re-enlisting as veteran 
volunteers, There is a general disposition on the part of those eligi- 


ble to re-enlist, provided they can at once be granted the furlough 


of thirty days. The unexpected reduction by 2,000 of the number of 
_ furloughs I had calculated upon granting at the present time will, I 


fear, have an unfavorable effect upon re-enlistments. 
Very respectfully, &c., 
GEO. G. MEADE, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


he Pony Mountain, January 2, 1864—5 p. m. 
Captain Norton: 


The smoke reported this p. m. is still visible, but much reduced. 


Nothing new over the river. A heavy white smoke at signal station _ 


on Clark’s Mountain about 3 p.m. has disappeared. It seemed like 
brush burning. 


PAINE, 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 2, 1864 


Commanding Cavalry Corps: 
The major-general commanding directs that not less than 100 cav- 


alry be stationed as guards to the signal office on Cedar Mountain q 
in addition to the 100 infantry ordered from the First Corps. They — 


should be concealed as far as practicable from the view of the enemy. 


J 


y ry To Wet Some 


[have the honor to request that I may be informed whether it is 4 


-. absent for some weeks. The brigade numbers about 2,000 men, and — 
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; ‘ vs SUA ae 
1 The major-general commanding desires to have the position of the 5 
} cavalry pickets, vedettes, guards, &c., designated on one of the 
| printed maps, together with the camps of cavalry brigades, regi- = 
| ments, or detachments, and the map or maps forwarded to these 
! headquarters. 7 areas? 
a A. A. HUMPHREYS, DEN it 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. — a 

P.8.—The number of cavalry on picket duty should likewise be |.’ 

; noted on the maps, as well as the roads that are patrolled, the dis- es 
| tance out which, they are patrolled, &c. te 3 
ie Ay Aw Ht ge 
WARRENTON, January 2, 1864. 9. 

Captain PARSONS : ‘ Ba 


- Tarrived with the brigade at Bealeton at dark yesterday, camped ae 


between Bealeton and Morrisville according to orders. I arrived ~~ 
_ here at 11 o'clock a. m. and relieved the pickets of the brigade on | 
duty. All quiet on my picket-line at 6 p. m. aie 

. WM. GAMBLE, “hg 

; Colonel, Commanding. % 


eo 


‘ 


. MartinspurG, W. VA., January 2, 1864. 
| Captain Boons, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Hilf 
sat 
Ay 


Force last night went within 4 miles of Winchester and returned ; ae 
to Bunker Hill. Colonel Boyd returned to Charlestown. The | 
Twelfth Pennsylvania and Gibson’s battalion designed going to — 


_ Winchester this morning. ae 
R. 8. RODGERS, a. 

Colonel, Commanding.. ah 

MARTINSBURG, W. Va., January 2, 1864. Loe 

Captain Boons, ca 


Assistant Adjutant-General - ef ee 
Major Bell, Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry, returned from near 
‘ Winchester, reports that enemy, 1,500 strong, composed of White's, - 


Gilmor’s, and Imboden’s commands, left Winchester via Romne Jae 
road at 5 p. m. yesterday. Detachment Twenty-second Pennsyl = 
yania remained in Winchester during the night. | MGy ii 
Russ. RODGERS, ic han 

Colonel, Commanding. rae 

HARPER’s FEerRy, W. V4., January 2, 1864. Reh 
Colonel RoDGERs, eae 


Martinsburg, W. Va.: 
-. Telegraph me exactly Major Bell’s language. How close was he to | 
Winchester? Answer immediately. 
yn ; J. C.. SULLIVAN, 


Brigadier-General. 


; / é ¢ 
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. MARTINSBURG, January 2, 1864. 
Captain Boonz, Assistant Adjutant-General : palette 


Major Bell reported verbally that he was informed by Colonel — 


Boyd yesterday that he intended to go to Winchester, and that — 


he and Major Gibson, of Averell’s command, joined him when he 


second Pennsylvania Cavalry and one section artillery arrived at 
Bunker Hill, and reported that they had gone to Winchester by the 
way of Berryville; thatthe enemy, about 1,500, consisting of White’s, 


Gilmor’s, and Imboden’s commands, left Winchester in the direction — 


of Romney at 5 yesterday, as they were informed by citizens. The 


Twenty-second went into Winchester and remained there all night. — 


R. 8. RODGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


t —— 


CUMBERLAND, January 2, 1864. 
Colonel MULLIGAN, New Creek: 


General Sullivan reports that his scout from Winchester learned — 


that the enemy had moved toward Romney; that is, Imboden’s and 


_ Gilmor’s forces. Order Colonels Campbell and Thoburn to be on 


the alert. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpors. FourtH Div., Dept. or WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, January 2, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY, 
Commanding Department, Cumberland: 
From information sent to Colonel Rodgers this morning by Gen- 
eral Sullivan I think it important that General Wheaton’s force 
should arrive here to-day, and as a precautionary measure, there 


__ should be a pontoon bridge at Falling Waters or Williamsport. 


marched, falling into the rear of the column. When about 4 miles © 
from Winchester, Colonel Boyd halted and returned to Bunker Hill ~ 

‘at. 8 last night, he going on to Charlestown, Bell and Gibson re- ~ 

-maining at Bunker Hill. About 12 to-day a detachment of 'Twenty- 


General Sullivan states that Imboden and Early are in the vicin- | 


ity of Winchester with the intention of attacking this place. They 

will not attempt an attack except with a large force, which could 

not be very well spared from Lee’s army. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 

Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FourtH Division, 
Martinsburg, January 2, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KeLtuey, Cumberland: fo 
The following dispatch has just been received from Colonel Mc- 
Caslin at Sir John’s Run: : Bib oks 


My scouts just in from the south of this county report having received informa- 


tion from citizens of Winchester that Early and Imboden with 10,000 men were at _ 
that place and Rosser with 700 men were at that place, the latter intending to cut 


the road at Paw Paw or Little Cacapon. ‘ 
M. McCASLIN, 


Colonel. y 


A SLY 
ia ian 
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At 8 p. m. I directed a scouting party from the First [West] Vir- 
ginia Cavalry at North Mountain to go via Mills’ Gap to Bloomery 
at once. My men and horses are not in good condition. The Eighth 
and First Virginia and Ewing’s battery have not arrived. 

_ If you will order General Wheaton’s command to this point I _ 
shall feel secure and will soon be able to assume the offensive. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 

Brigadier-General. . 


. _ CUMBERLAND, January 2, 1864—5 p.m. vee 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 2 Sy ee 
Martinsburg: ie 

General Wheaton with five regiments was ordered from Washing- 
| ton to Harper’s Ferry. A portion, I learn, have already arrived. ~~ 
I will go to Martinsburg and the Ferry as soon as I can safely leave 
here. If Imboden and Gilmor are coming up this way I do not wish 


to be far away. ea re 
Brigadier-General, 


: CUMBERLAND, January 2, 1864—5 p. m. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Martinsburg: i 
Send a scout to-morrow morning via Mills’ Gap, Shanghai, and : 
Unger’s Store to Bloomery, and ascertain if there is any truth in the 
report of Imboden coming up this way. 
B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General., 


HEADQUARTERS FourtH DIvision, 
Martinsburg, January 2, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY, 
Cumberland : eee ey. 
Ihave but very few horses able to goto Winchester. Infantry = 
can move faster than cavalry, and farther during this weather, and 
Ishould prefer to send my men on foot, those who have shoes and 
are able to walk. Fitz. Lee’s horses must be in miserable condition, 
as it has taken since Wednesday last to reach Petersburg from 
‘Mount Jackson. Cannot the Tenth [West] Virginia, by a forced 
march over the Seneca route via Franklin, reach the South Fork 
before Lee’s return? They should send scouts ahead to ascertain 
what his route may be. I do not believe that the enemy can move 
Thoburn if he has enough ammunition. It is impossible, I believe, 
_ to cut Lee off from this point with my command in its present con- 
dition. A movement of infantry to Mount. Jackson beyond would 
stand some chance of harassing him. I will send forward my avail- 
able cavalry force in the morning, but it will necessarily be very 


eke WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 
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Colonel McCastin, 
Sir John’s Run: | ) { 

I have ordered General Averell to send a cavalry scout to-morrow — 
across by Shanghai and Unger’s Store to Bloomery. Keep your 


scouts on the alert. Don’t suffer your command to be surprised. : 

No rebel force in Winchester. ‘| 

5 B, F. KELLEY, P| 

"ea Brigadier-General. . — 
ae 4 
Brags Pony Mountain, January 3,1864—5 p.m. 
,. Captain Norton, . ; 
ae, ~ Headquarters Army of the Potomac: “a 
_ Thave carefully reconnoitered along the enemy’s position, and can _ 

_ discover no alteration. ¥ 
PAINE, | 
Si a ; 
WatTERY MouNTAIN, January 3, 1864. ; 


Captain NorRTOoN: 
The cavalry have not yet returned. I think it was their smoke 


seen this p. m. 
a WILSON, 
Signal Officer. 


—S ee 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST ARMY CORPS, 
January 3, 1864. 


So 


Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
RSS res Chief of Staff: 
Ps Sir: Linclose herewith sketch* showing position of the Second Di- 
aa: vision, together with a note* from General Robinson. I received one 
lastnight complaining about the non-establishment of the picket-line, 
ae as directed by you, and immediately wrote to General Merritt on the 

subject. Unless the cavalry can be so posted as to give General 
_ Robinson adequate notice of a hostile approach, I should respect- 
_ fully recommend the withdrawal of the infantry division from Cedar 
Mountain, as the risk would then counterbalance any advantage to be 
gained by occupying such position. The cavalry pickets have not 
advanced beyond Cedar Mountain. 

' Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. NEWTON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
a January 3, 1864, 
x Major-General HUMPHREYs, 
pert é Chief of Staff: 
GENERAL : I have the honor to inform you that instructions were 
yesterday given General Merritt in regard to posting his pickets, as 
_ directed. He is ordered to report as soon as the line is established. — 


a 


* Not found. ) a 
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} The printed maps have been furnished both General Kilpatrick and 
} General Merritt, with instructions to have the position of pickets, 
i) vedettes, camps of brigades, regiments, &c., noted on the map. The 
+ maps will be forwarded to you with the least possible delay. — 
if Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
A. PLEASONTON, 
Major-General. 


is WARRENTON, January 3, 1864—8 p. m. 
ae (Received 8.20 p. m.) 
) Major-General PLEASONTON : 


| this morning ; arrived here at 7.30 p. m. this evening. From infor- 
) mation received at Front Royal, General Karly, with 10,000 mounted 


) burg, about starting on a raid for thepurpose of striking the Balti- 
| more and Ohio Railroad, by way of Winchester and Martinsburg. 
1 Colonel Taylor was not able to ford the river at Front Royal, the 
/ river being too deep. Would leave his camp, Front Royal, about. 
} 12 o'clock this morning, expecting to arrive here by noon to-mor- 


river. 
»; By command of Col. J. P. Taylor, commanding : 
. T. J. GREGG, 
Aide-de-Camp, 
{Indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
January 3, 1864—10.15 p. m. 


Respectfully forwarded. | i | 
This report evidently exaggerates the number of mounted men at 
) Strasburg. The whole rebel cavalry does not come up to that force 


at this time. 
A. PLEASONTON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 8, 1864—11 p. m. 
-,COMMANDING OFFICER CAVALRY CORPS: 
_ Your communication of 10.30 p. m. is received. 

The major-general commanding directs me to say that the return 
of Colonel Taylor, under the circumstances reported, evinces an en- 
tire misconstruction of the object of the expedition.. He directs that - 

_ a messenger be dispatched to meet Colonel Taylor and prevent his 
return to Warrenton, and that that officer be directed to return to 
the Shenandoah and move up that river until he finds a place where 


' he can cross it, and obtain positive information as to the position — 


further operations, after he has obtained this information, must de- 


- and movements of the enemy, actual or intended. Colonel Taylor’s 
: pend upon. the circumstances in which he finds himself placed. If 


the opportunity offers of harassing or striking the enemy success-_ 


fully he will take advantage of it. 


V spectfully, 
ee if : A. "A: HUMPHREYS; 


Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


ET ee 
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Ihave the honor to report that I left Front Royal at 10.30a, m. 


} men and eight pieces of artillery, is between Woodstock and Stras- ~~ 


| row. No report of any body of the enemy being on this side of the — 


yoy 
ie 
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BEALETON, January 3, 1864, — 


Captain PARSONS, 


K Captain WEIR, 


RVR ae Rie Ah tits 


Acting Assistant Adjutant- General : . 4 
What duty is the Third Indiana Cavalry, First Division, to per-_ 


form? The regiment is simply encamped, not picketing. The 


pickets of the Second Pennsylvania, near Morrisville, should be re-— 


lieved. Signal officer at Watery Mountain reports having heard — 


‘guns towards Manassas Gap this p. m.; only two guns. 


D. McM. GREGG, 
Brigadier-General. 


WATERY MOUNTAIN, January 3, 1864—2 p. m 


Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Have heard two guns this p.m. Sound appeared to come from — 
direction and beyond Chester Gap. Could see no smoke from the — 
guns. Some camp smokes have sprung up in the direction of Man- — 
assas Gap, and just beyond the Big Cobbler Mountain: A black 
smoke, as if from a burning house, seen near Thoroughfare Gap. 

F. WILSON, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 


WATERY MOUNTAIN, January 3, 1864—3.15 p. m. 


‘Captain WEIR, 


Assistant Adjutant-General : 
I think the smokes reported are near Markham Station. The guns ~ 


’ heard are beyond or in Manassas Gap. Can see no troops and every- — 


thing is quiet now. 
WILSON, 
Captain, Signal Officer. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., January 3, 1864—10 a. m. 
(Received 12.10 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General. CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff: 
I send you, for the information of the General-in-Chief, copy of. 
General Sullivan’s dispatch. If the enemy comes toward Romney 
or Moorefield I will be ready for him, and will certainly prevent his 
safe return. 
B, F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. Va., 


Poth te January 3, 1864. 
The following just received : 


CHARLESTOWN, W. Va., January 2, 1864. 

I have the honor to report the return of Captain Stearns. He went by way of 
Bunker Hill. There he met Major Gibson, of General Averell’s command. They 
had not sent any party toward Winchester. — To-day Captain Stearns went within — 
3 miles of Winchester, met 8 deserters, and returned. He conversed with some 
citizens, who said Fitz, Lee and Rosser had gone toward Moorefield yesterday ; that 
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‘| Imboden and White were on the Cedar Creek ; were about 2 miles from Winchester. 
|| These deserters confirm this, and say Early is in command of the whole. Walker’s 
| brigade of infantry went with Lee. Winchester certainly is not occupied by any 
| troops, but stragglers are in and out. Imboden has two pieces of artillery (iron). 


Have some wagons, and forage as they go along. Early has a large wagon train ; 
Imboden but afew. It is Colonel Imboden, not general. The general is in Rich- 
mond. The deserters-say a small force lies between Front Royal and Berryville, 
and that they heard officers say the design was to attack Martinsburg, and all meet 


| about here. I give the above for what it is worth. The command originally 


started with six days’ rations. Rosser’s brigade crossed the river in a scow at New 


| Market, a few at atime. To find it out our infantry can come up here and occupy 


this place, which will enable us to take all available cavalry. I send deserters to 


you, 
WE BOYD 
Colonel, Commanding. 


It is certainly strange that I can get no force to enter Winchester. 


' I sent Colonel Boyd peremptory orders to go to Winchester and find’ 


out. The weather is intensely cold, and no signs of moderation. 
; J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 3, 1864—8 p. m. 


| Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 


Harper’s Ferry: i 
I presume Averell’s breach of gentlemanly and officer-[like] bear- 


| ing was caused probably by an order I gave him last night. He 
} has been importuning me to send him Wheaton’s troops to enable 
t him to hold the place. I ordered him in case he was assailed in 
| large force to fall back to Harper’s Ferry with all the force at Mar- 


tinsburg. This, I presume, has displeased him. Send your tele- 


+ grams to him, keeping copies of all. Have you any news to-night? 


B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 3, 1864—10 p. m. 


| Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 


Harper’s Ferry : 
Imboden and McNeill attacked and captured a wagon train to-day 


} near Williamsport, in Hardy County. I presume the movement 
| down the valley was to cover this operation and to secure their safe 
» return. 


B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


—E 


HARPER'S FERRY, W. VA., January 3, 1864. 


Colonel RODGERS, 


Martinsburg, W. Va.: 
There is but little doubt that Early’s division is this side Strasburg. 


Be on the alert. Notify General Averell. Deserters say part have 


gone up Romney road, 


J. OC. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General. 
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Mahia Meee Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., January 3, 1864. . % 
~.. Colonel RODGERS, ~ : . Oe ee 
AP ses Martinsburg, W. Va.: ioe RS thet - 
* Major Bell’s report proves to be untrue. Early and Imboden are 
-\s -yet near Winchester. My troops have not occupied the town or ~ 
ae res it. At 10 a.m. to-morrow start a cavalry force of 100 men to — 
_ co-operate with a force sent from Charlestown, and give them written _ 
orders to proceed to Winchester and see the force of the enemy _ 

stationed there. The prisoners brought in say that Early’s inten- 
tion was to attack Martinsburg. I advise you to be on the alert. — 
‘Show this to General Averell. | , 
or J. C. SULLIVAN, 

Bt Brigadier-General. 


— 


SOR MARTINSBURG, W. VA., January 3, 1864. 
'. Captain Boong, 
_ Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I had anticipated yours, and sent 50 cavalry to Bunker Hill at 2 
‘a.m. At10a. m. I sent 50 more to join them. They will proceed | 
_ to Winchester as ordered. General Averell learned at 1a.m. from 
commanding officer at Sir John’s Run of Early, Imboden, and — 
-» Rosser being in Winchester last night. This force reported at — 


- 10,700. . 
R. §. RODGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


} —— 


MARTINSBURG, W. VA., January 3, 1864. 
Captain Boong, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

My scouts sent out this [day] at 1 approached within a mile of 
Winchester, driving rebel pickets before them. Learned from citi- 
zens at that point that Calnors battalion was guarding town, and 
-Imboden’s command was encamped at Union Mills, 14 miles above 

town. Scouts returned 9 miles until met by the party sent from 
here at 10 a, m., when both started for Winchester at 2 this p. m. 

Rk. S. RODGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. . 


ane HARPER’S FERRY, January 3, 1864. 
Bis NM, <3 (Received 11.50 p. m.) 
_ Brigadier-General CuLLuM, i 

. Chief of Staff : 

My cavalry from the Ferry, under Colonel Boyd, entered Win- | 
_.. chester at 3p. m., capturing a few prisoners. Lee’s, Rosser’s, and 
~ / Walker’s brigades of infantry have gone westward. Harly has about 

2 5,000 infantry near Middletown, expecting Meade to cross at Front 
Re _ Royal or higher up. One of Imboden’s aides read a dispatch to 
Pack a that effect this morning and was overheard. About 800 cavalry are 

: between Winchester and Middletown. My cavalry will attack them. 
I have a deserter from General Lee who reports the following, which, 
by permission of General Kelley, I send direct to you: Mosby is. 
in Loudoun. He has, besides his own men, two companies—the 


‘ 
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! lack Horse and Little Fork Rangers. Some of Mosby’s men told 
| him that about 5,000 men were coming down the valley. General 
| Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia numbers about 45,000 men, in- 
cluding force now in valley. The army is now better clothed than 
; ever before. Large ey of clothing and boots have been re- 
| ceived from England. I know that Mosby is in Loudoun with 
| Hampton’s Legion. The man is intelligent. Shall Isend him to you? 
J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 3, 1864—10 a. m. | 


| Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
| Martinsburg : 


I cannot believe it is the intention of Early to attack you in force. 


| If, however, I should be mistaken, and he approach you in large’ 


| force, you will retire with all the force at Martinsburg to Harper’s 
| Ferry, under the protection of our batteries on Maryland Heights, 
} and where We can unite all of our forces and take the offensive. As 
| for Imboden, Gilmor, Rosser, or Fitzhugh Lee, or even all com- 
| bined, I have no fear but what you can with your command take 
{ care of yourself and them too. rita’ i 
boss B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier- General. 
| 


ee \ 


CUMBERLAND, January 3, 1864—10 p. m. 


| Brigadier-General AVERELL, , 
Martinsburg : ae 


- Imboden and McNeill attacked and captured a wagon train to-day. cy 


near Williamsport. I presume the movement of troops down the | 
| valley was to cover this operation and to secure their safe return,” 
I unfortunately have not cavalry sufficient to follow them, and I 
' presume it will be impossible for you to cut them off. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General, — 


CUMBERLAND, January 3, 1864—11 p. m. 


| ‘Brigadier-General AVERELL, 

| Martinsburg: 

Colonel Boyd reports from Winchester at 4 p. m. to-day that 

| Lee’s and Rosser’s cavalry had gone to Paw Paw, and would proba- - 
bly come to Cumberland ; that Early was at Middletown, and was 
expecting a force from Meade to cross at Front Royal. The Hight- 
eenth Cavalry and White’s battalion were left to watch our move- 
ments, and were at or near Kernstown. Boyd was going out to 

-meethim. Just received a dispatch from Colonel Mulligan, advising 
“me that Lee and Rosser were besieging Thoburn at Petersburg. 
- Move forward to-morrow morning all of your available cavalry force 


to Winchester, and assist Boyd. I fear Thoburn is in a tight place. 
7 | B. F. KELLEY, 


oF Brigadier-General. 


Miia ws 
as aaa 


BBB: 


See SAY See, Wee 7 > ING Ae “eee eT ee > EAR. See ae oe 2, S raul OF 34 
; v | " PMP d Making ATS Los 1PoXe fy xh" - OS Wee El sy * 2 eS 4 
é y ti Tie Re eg Ol ST dF) alte Spee Sear y, | i ES 
a Yai mad see atve Ny cane Weis Tg f Mebeus Siar aS 
rue Bain pote ng ay * aN = AW 
> Fir 


Pia rela rate Mies Pe iat ee eh or gy ae A 
| 386 OPERATIONS IN N, ©, VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. . [Cuar. XLV, 


CUMBERLAND, January 3, 1864—11 p.m. 

Colonel MULLIGAN, . 4 

New Creek: . a) St Sa 

I think it will not be advisable to uncover New Creek. I fear that 

is the point the enemy is after, or this. "Wait until we hear some-— 

thing further. Hold the First Virginia Cavalry in readiness. - 
‘ B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


‘, ——— 


oh CUMBERLAND, January 3, 1864. 
Colonel CAMPBELL, 
Springfield: . 
It is rumored that Fitz. Lee and Imboden are moving toward 
Romney. Keep your scouts well out; also direct them to do the 
same along the railroad below.. How is the South Branch? Is it 


| ie ' fordable ? 
ee B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigader-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 3, 1864—9 p. m. © 
» Colonel CAMPBELL, . 

+ Springfield : 
_ McNeill has again captured wagon train to-day near Williams- 
port, and carried off all the horses. _ 
: B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


“3 CUMBERLAND, January 3, 1864—11 p. m. 
Colonel CAMPBELL, 
Springfield : 

A dispatch from General Sullivan just received. Reports that 
Lee’s and Rosser’s cavalry left Winchester for Paw Paw, and in- 
tended tocome to this place. Strengthen your pickets at the bridge 
eng ford. Be onthealert. I dependon you to keep the enemy from. 
pee ye ere. 

Lee B. F. KELLEY, 
_Brigadier-General. 


_ HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., January 4, 1864—3 p. m. 
General MEADE: 

If the present fall of snow should continue it will stop for a time 
all military movements. General Sullivan has just reported that 
Karly has fallen back to Strasburg. . 

H. W. HALLECK, 


General-in-Chief. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMaAc, 
January 4, 1864—10.30 a.m. (Received 12.20 p. m.) 


| Maj. Gen. H. W. Hauueck, General-in-Chief :. 


} _An officer from Colonel Smith [Taylor], commanding cavalry 
division sent into the Shenandoah Valley, arrived at Warrenton 
! last night from Front Royal, reporting the Shenandoah River not | 
fordable, and that Colonel Smith [Taylor] was returning, his com- 
| mand broken down from the severity of the weather and the bad 
| condition of the roads and want of supplies. It was reported at 
_ Front Royal that Early was at Strasburg with infantry and cavalry, 
| about to make a raid on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. I fear 
it is too late, even if practicable, to intercept this operation from 
| any movement from this army. The Shenandoah cannot be crossed 
| without a bridge, and it is doubtful whether a bridge train can be 
pee at the present season and weather. Any force to be of 
} use should be so strong as to overcome the enemy concentrated on 
| his return. With my army weakened by the detachments already 
| made, and the large number of furloughs granted, I feel reluctant 
| to send a large force away, particularly as I doubt the practicability 
_ of moving it over the roads we are compelled to use at this season. 
I would rather suggest sending troops by railroad if they are re- 
uired for defensive purposes. Please give me your views whether 
} I shall send back the cavalry or a strong force of all arms. 
GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, January 4, 1864. 


| Maj. Gen. GEorGE G. MEADE, 
' ~ Commanding Army of the Potomac: 
~§$1r: In reply to your communication of the 2d instant, I am in- 
} structed by the General-in-Chief to inform you that the detachment 
| of Wheaton’s brigade is only temporary, and that it will return the 
| moment Karly’s raid is checked or driven back. 
| Tam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MITCHELL’S STATION, January 4, 1864. 


‘Major-General Newton, Commanding First Army Corps : 
Lieutenant-Colonel Allen has just returned from re-establishing 
| the picket-line. My pickets cover the whole front for a distance of — 
44 or 5 miles, and are 1 mile fromcamp. The cavalry connect on the 


' left, at no cavalry pickets can be found ont i De en. 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


tre HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 4, 1864—2.15 p. m. 


| Major-General SyKrs, Commanding Fifth Corps: 
The major-general commanding directs me to inform you that the 
protection of the railroad at Rappahannock Station will probably 
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pe left to two divisions of the Fifth Corps, and that you make every 
- preparation to concentrate the First Division quickly, and move it . 
- forward to take thesplace of the Sixth Corps. In the event of the 


- pahannock Station, until part of one of the other divisions comes up. | 
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Brig. Gen. 8. WILLIAMS, j 
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division moving, asmall force will be left to guard the bridges at Rap- — 


A. A. HUMPHREYS, _ | 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 4, 1864—11.45 a. m. 


-CoMMANDING OFFICER SIxTH CORPS: i 


The major-general commanding directs that you hold two divis- — 
ions ready to move at a moment’s notice, with supply train and two ~ 
batteries (eight pieces) of artillery. Piease report the strength of the — 
two divisions, the number of days’ rations on hand, and number of © 
days’ forage on hand. Arrangements had better be made to put — 
the five days’ rations in the knapsack, and for driving beef on the 


A. A. HUMPHREYS, --. 
Major General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, : 

January 4, 1864—2.15 p. m. 
Major-General SEDGWIcK, Commanding Stath Corps: 4 
The major-general commanding directs me to say that the whole — 


of the Sixth Corps should be held ready to move, with full supply — 
of rations and forage. A division of the Fifth Corps will be sent to 
take the place of the Sixth Corps in the event of its moving. Sixty 


rounds of ammunition, including the 40 rounds in the cartridge- — 
boxes, should be taken, Such part of the ambulance trains as you © 
deem proper should be held ready to move with the troops. Eight 
pieces of artillery are considered sufficient. All the forage that it 
1s practicable to carry should be taken with the corps. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTH Corps, January 4, 1864. — 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: 


GENERAL: In compliance with orders received to-day, I respect- 
fully submit the following field report of this command present for 
duty, officers and men: j 


Command. Officers.| Men. , 
q 
PEAT AD) LVaRIOT tora chcinnsntontinleiereaiels::cisfors, sale a Bava, fake, Wee R aie OR bck cen ac i Tes nee TNE 250 4,696 — 
Bovoudi Division <UCeLe e0Ne NSU GAC iy) aeO Une en Diag Ta and Comte fe 162 | 3,008. 
Thirds Division fy. Meee sped no Asscch cee er eee nem ee an CaCI SUE OS RS 160 | 3,211 
PAPE ier ya TIgAde a ose APE BGs c.2 <i ie glatel ae eRe ol eT one 24 797 


The Artillery Brigade has 735 serviceable horses and 46 field pieces. _ 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ‘ 
JOHN SEDGWICK, — 

Major-General. of 


Cuar. XLV.] 


Capt. E, B. Parsons, 


| quarters at Bealeton. One regiment of this brigade is camped on 
|) the railroad between Warrenton and Warrenton Junction. Good 
} camps at that point for a brigade. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
Culpeper, Va., January 4, 1864.. 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 
All quiet on the lines. Four deserters from the Fourth Alabama 


| Infantry came in to-day. Their accounts are rather mixed. They | 


say Heth’s and Johnson’s divisions have gone to Gordonsville and 


Staunteon. | 
W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Bealeton, January 4, 1864—5 p. m. 


| Captain Parsons, ne 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 
_ Several of the regiments of the Second Brigade have made winter 


D. MoM, GREGG, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 4, 1864. 
Brigadier-General GREGG: 

Your division remains at Warrenton until further orders. The 
orders sent you last night are countermanded. You will please direct 
Colonel Taylor to send a report by telegraph of the state of the roads 
and whether it is practicable to send a pontoon train to the Shenan- 
doah River, and also the condition of his command, whether able to 
return to the Shenandoah or not. 


By order: 
E. B. PARSONS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


4 HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Bealeton, January 4, 1864—5 p. m. 


Captain PARSONS, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Cavalry Corps: 


Colonel Taylor has returned to Warrenton. A. staff officer just 
arrived reports for Colonel Taylor that it is utterly impracticable to 
take pontoons to the Shenandoah. The roads are almost impassable 
for horsemen. The command is much broken down, and could not 
move again for a week. The Second Brigade, having left their prop- 


erty at Bealeton, is much exposed in this storm. 
D. McM. GREGG, 
Brigadier-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

; . Bealeton, January 4, 1864. 
Captain PARSONS: fa 

The following dispatch just received from Colonel Taylor : : 

Arrived at Warrenton 2 p.m. Command worn out. The roads impassable for 4 


ms trains of any kind. Pontoons to reach the Shenandoah could only go from Cul- .@ 


peper to Chester Gap by way of Sperryville. 


D. McM. GREGG, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, . 

“A Warrenton, January 4, 1864, 5 
Lieut. Col. C. R. SmitH : | | ae 

Tarrived here with my command at 3 p. m. to-day, and reported 

at once to General Gregg. # 

Je Es tA YEO sf 

Colonel, Commanding. - 

y 

‘ 

‘ 

WARRENTON, January 4, 1864—4.30 p. m. % 

General GREGG: . 
‘The only possible way for pontoons to reach the Shenandoah would ~ 


be from Culpeper to Chester Gap, by way of Sperryville and Gaines’ 
Cross-Roads. 


By order of Col. J. P. Taylor, commanding Second Cavalry 
Division : 
T.- J. GREGG, 
Ineutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


WARRENTON, January 4, 1864. 
Brigadier-General GREGG : 


In compliance with orders, report as follows: First Brigade, 67 


officers and 1,522 enlisted men; Second Brigade, 54 officers and 943 ~ 
enlisted men. ; 


H. C. WEIR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WARRENTON, January 4, 1864—4.35 p. m. 


* / 
03. _ 
eo ea ee ee ee ee 


General GREGG: 


Colonel Taylor arrived here with his command at 2.30 p.m. Re- 
ports the command worn out and the roads over which he has passed 


impassable for trains of any kind; has just sent a report by Lieu- 
tenant Collins. | 


By command of Col. J. P. Taylor, commanding forces: 


: T. J. GREGG, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Oamp. 
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ae - HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc, 
January 4, 1864—%7.15 p. m. 

Colonel TayLor, 

Warrenton: 


_ The major-general commanding desires to know by what route 


| your command marched from Warrenton to Front Royal, and by 


what route it returned. Reply desired as soon as possible. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., January 4, 1864. 
(Received 5.55 p.m.) | 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff: 
I send for the information of the General-in-Chief a copy of tele- 
gram just received from General Averell: 


MARTINSBURG, W. VA., January 4, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY : 


Two deserters and 2 prisoners report that General Early arrived at Mount Jack- 
son on Wednesday morning with the commands of Generals Fitz. Lee, Rosser, 
Archer, Thomas, Jones, and Imboden. It was thought Lee was going to Paw Paw 
Tunnel; that Walker, with three brigades, was going to Page Valley, and that an 
attack was intended on Martinsburg. It was said that Ewell was on his way to the 
valley with 20,000 men. They all tell the same story. Captain Johnson, Twelfth 
Pennsylvania, came in at midnight, and reports that he went with Colonel Boyd 
7 miles beyond Winchester yesterday evening to Newtown, where they encountered ~ 
the pickets of the enemy. White’s battalion, Eighteenth and Sixty-second, were 
encamped in that vicinity. The report was circulated that Ewell had arrived at 
Mount Jackson with 20,000 men. Colonel Boyd said he would return to the Ope- 
quon last night, and to Charlestown this morning. I have sent a regiment to Win- 
chester to picket in that direction. It seems to bean imperative necessity that there 
should be a bridge across the Potomac at Falling Waters or Williamsport as a pre- 
cautionary measure, as it might be impracticable for me to retire to Harper’s Ferry 
if attacked by a superior force. 

W. W. AVERELL, 


Brigadier-General. 


B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864—1 p. m. 


Wittam P. Smirn, 


Camden Station, Baltimore : 


_ Please have troop trains pushed through to this place as rapidly 
as possible. Make all else give way. The safety of the road and 


property demands it. Answer. 
B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 4,.1864—7 a. m, 


Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 


_ Harper's Ferry: 
Your telegram received. Send me the Twelfth Virginia if you 
can get cars. Get them off as soon as possible. I have only one 


‘ 


a. 


ai _ before they do it somebody will get hurt. 
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~. company here.. Nothing further from Thoburn. I have confidence _ 
~ he wilt whip them off. I ordered Averell to send all of his available 
cavalry force to Winchester this a. m. if the infantry force of Karly — 
has retreated up the valley. Send Colonel Boyd with all of your 

available cavalry to Moorefield by the way of Wardensville for the 
purpose of cutting off the enemy and relieving Thoburn. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


i CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864—1 p. m. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
‘ Harper's Ferry: 
Push the Twelfth [West Virginia] off as soon as possible. It. is 
- important they reach here to-night. Nothing from Thoburn this 
a.m. I trust he will be all right. ‘ 
B. F. KELLEY, é 


Brigadier- General. 


AUER Sd bei 


CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864—4 p. m. 

Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, | 
t Harper's Ferry: 

- Hold Colonel Boyd in readiness, but let him rest his men and ~ 
horses and await further orders. Averell sent a regiment to Win- 
chester to-day. Nothing further from Thoburn. If they take him, 


B. RF. KELLEY, | 3) 5m 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864—11.30 p. m. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, . 
| Harper’s Ferry : . 
_ Lee and Rosser are reported besieging Colonel Thoburn at Peters- 
_ burg. Lhave no force to send to his relief without exposing all of 
_ my supplies to be captured at New Creek. I have ordered Averell 
_ to move all of his available cavalry to-morrow morning to Winches- 
ter to support Boyd. Hold your command in readiness to move or 
fight at a moment’s notice. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864—9.45 a. m. 
Colonel CAMPBELL, 


Springfield : 
Colonel Thoburn is besieged by the rebels in large force. I tele- 
graphed you last night, but have received no answer yet. Be onthe 
alert. Do not suffer yourself to be surprised, and be ready to move 
at any moment if necessary. : 
B. F. KELLEY, | 
Brigadier-General. 
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ie a ce CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864—12.30 p. m. 

Colonel CAMPBELL, _ . 
i] Springfield : 

Please send a picket to Frankfort, so as to keep yourself and me 
advised if the enemy make a movement on this place down Patter- 


(} son’s Creek. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


t CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864—4 p. m.— 
) Colonel CAMPBELL, ; 
Springfield : 


‘here. You will immediately move to the mouth of Patterson’s Creek 


4 and thence up to the railroad bridge at North Branch, and I will 


j either have it planked over or send cars to bring you.over. You 


mand, 
By F.. KELLEY; : 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864—8.45 p. m. 
) Colonel CAMPBELL, 
Springfield : 


to-morrow morning. We will be attacked here to-morrow unless 


we are prepared. Don’t wait a moment after you receive this. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864—6 a, m. 
Colonel MULLIGAN, 
| New Creek: 


burn cannot exceed 2,000 men, with very little artillery, if any. 
Can’t he hold out ? How much ammunition has he got ? What do 


you think of the proposition of taking the First Virginia Cavalry nt 


and a section of Carlin’s battery, and by a rapid movement. go to 
‘the assistance of Thoburn ? 
B. F. KELLEY, 


‘Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864—11 a. m. 
Colonel MULLIGAN, 
New Creek: 


I only made the suggestion for your consideration. I am still of © 


the opinion it is their intention to come here or go to New Creek. 


Please send a small cavalry scout via Knobly to the Patterson’s — 


Creek road, so we may be advised of any movement on this place. 
% H B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 
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| Rosser’s brigade of cavalry is at Burlington, no doubt on its way if 


/ must move at once. I cannot learn the strength of Rosser’s com- 


| You must move at once as ordered, so as to be here by daylight — 


Have you any news during the night? The force assailing Tho- — 
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CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864, 
Colonel MULLIGAN, 
New Creek: 

- Please answer my telegram of this morning. Have ordered the — 
Fourth Virginia Cavalry “and all the other force Wilkinson can spare. 
to New Creek; also ordered the Highth Virginia Cavalry to stop 
_ there, now on the way from Webster “to Martinsburg. 

Boks KELLEY; 
Brigadier- General. 
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. CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864—8.45 p. m. 
Colonel MULLIGAN, 
New Creek : 

IT have ordered Campbell to move to Green hae to-night. I~ 

_ will send cars for him at 11 p. m. } 
B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864—10 p. m. 
Colonel MULLIGAN, 
New Creek: 

As the enemy have not attacked Thoburn I am eetistiod that they 
are not prepared to attack any fortifications, and will not attack 
you. You will therefore push the EKighth [West Virginia] Regi- 
ment right on to me here on its arrival. 

B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General, - 


CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864. 
Colonel MULLIGAN, 
New Creek: 


I advised Campbell to be on the alert. Telegraph him in thes 


morning. 
i Bu F.-KEULEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864—11 a. m. 
Captain Farris, 
Oakland : 
Keep your men about your block-house and ready for any emer- 
gency. You must protect that bridge at all hazards. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General 


ss 
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CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864—10 a. m. 
COMMANDING OFFICER AT BEVERLY : 
The enemy are moving on us all along my lines. Petersburg is 


now besieged by.a large force. Be on the : alert. If Keeper’s battery — 
has not left Bever ly, hold it there. Answer. 


B. F. KELLEY, a 
_ Brigadier- General. — 
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Te CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864—11 p. m. 

Colonel OEY, Piedmont: ee, . 

Your telegram just received, and makes me feel good. Push on 

") your trains as soon as they arrive to this point. Get here before 

| morning if possible. : 
B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


i CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864—11.45 p. m. 
_ Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
| Martinsburg : 


I have just received a telegram from Colonel Oley, dated at Pied- 
} mont. His regiment will be here before morning. If Rosser does 


| Fitz. Lee had not attacked Thoburn up to 5 a.m. I think this 
{ looks like they did not want to fight, but to rob and steal. I am 
expecting a regiment from Harper’s Ferry to-night. Snowing here 


all day. 
. B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864—10 a. m. 


Brigadier-General DuFFih, 
. Commanding, Charleston : 


The enemy are moving on us all along my lines. Be on the alert 
and ready for him. Answer. 
. B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. \ 


CUMBERLAND, January 4, 1864—?7.30 a. mi. . 


Colonel WILKINSON, 
Clarksburg: 


rs) 
‘Send the Fourth Virginia Cavalry and all other forces you can. 


spare to New Creek. Cars will go to Clarksburg this a. m. for you. 
he enemy are threatening Petersburg in strong force. Let the 
colonel leave a small camp guard. 
B. F. KELLEY, 


f, Brigadier-General. 


CAMDEN STATION, BALTIMORE, 
January 4, 1864—6.40 p.m. (Received 7.20 p. m.) 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War, and 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
; ‘ General-in-Chief : 

I fear the information of Saturday was entirely erroneous. We 
are advised that the enemy in large force are threatening our road 
as far west as Cumberland and Piedmont, and that a battle is now 
progressing near New Creek. It is stated that General Ewell is in 
the valley with 20,000 men. General Kelley advises that we instruct 


’ 


not reach here before noon to-morrow I will be all right for him. 
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no trains to go west of Harper’s Ferry this p.m, We send oneregi- | 
ment from Baltimore at 9 o’clock. Your better information will | 
doubtless enable you to judge whether considerable re-enforcements — 
are not required to prevent disasters. | ye 
J. W. GARRETT, 


President. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., January 4, 1864—2.20 p.m. © 
' Brigadier-General Lockwoop, { 
eis | Baltimore : ies 

Please send any forces you can spare to General Sullivan at Har- 
per’s Ferry. What can you send? Answer. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


———. 4 


BALTIMORE, MD., January 4, 1864—5.30 p. m. 7 
ine . (Received 5.40 p. m.) | 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HAuueck, General-in-Chief : 
Telegram received. There are no forces here that would be of — 
any service to General Sullivan, except the Tenth Maryland, a most 
excellent regiment of 700 men, which will be ordered on forthwith. , 
! H. H. LOCKWOOD, 
Brigadier-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., 
January 5, 1864—12.30 p. m. 
Major-General MEADE, 4 
; Army of the Potomac : 
It is now reported that Hwell’s corps is in the Shenandoah Valley. 
Have you any information to that effect ? I think another brigade 
should be sent here, to report to General Augur for transportation 


to Harpers Ferry. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
| General-in-Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Near Brandy Station, Va., January 5, 1864—1 p.m. ~ 
freuatod 2p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALuecr, General-in-Chief : 

Our scouts have returned from the valley, and report that Karly’s 
command, consisting of five brigades of infantry, estimated at 7,000, to- 
gether with Lee’s, Rosser’s, Imboden’s, and Jenkins’ cavalry, and some 
artillery, passed down the valley about Friday last with the inten- 
tion of making a raid on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, but the 
main body moved from Woodstock over to Moorefield, intending to . 
attack and cut the railroad at New Creek; that a detachment of 
infantry—Thomas’ (Georgia) brigade—and some cavalry were sent. 
through Strasburg to threaten Martinsburg, as a diversion, This 
intelligence is deemed reliable, and seems to be confirmed by the 
‘movements reported by General Kelley. to 
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| The cavalry sent to Front Royal returned yesterday evening com- 


effort made from this army to cut off Early’s retreat, as he has a 


i 


through Woodstock. Again, to re-enforce Kelley, if necessary, from 


(movement into the valley, thus weakening me proportionately less, 
| Defensive movements also would have roads, and the troops be more 
jreadily supplied. Under existing circumstances, I shall await your 


jorders before making any movement. 
3 Minx GEO. G. MEADE, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
| January 5, 1864—2 p.m. (Received 3 p. m.) 
i} Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : p 


Ewell’ corps is not in the valley, but Harly’s command as reported. 
I have made all the arrangements for a brigade to be sent.. Shall I 


send it at once ? 
GEO. G. MEADH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


| 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 5, 1864—3 p.m. (Received 6 p. m.) 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HAauecr, 
General-in-Chief : 

, Upto January 2 the re-enlistments of veteran volunteers amount 
to 16,189. Of this number there have been sent to their respective 
‘States for furloughs and re-organization thirteen regiments, two 
battalions, and forty-five companies of infantry, two regiments and 
fifteen companies of cavalry, the whole amounting to 5,000 men. 
In addition, about 7,000 additional furloughs have been granted, 
making in all about 12,000 furloughs, and leaving 4,000 to be granted 
on the return of those now absent. The average furlough is thirty- 
five days. Should Congress re-allow the bounties to veteran volun- 
teers, and the exigencies of the service permit of furloughs being 
given, I am of the opinion many more enlistments will be made. 

Please communicate the above to the President and Secretary of 


W. ° 
< GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General. 


CE, ETO.—UNION. Sage 
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jseason and roads, together with the difficulty of procuring supplies, 
jafter exhausting those carried with them, will render nugatory any | 


road via Franklin to withdraw to Staunton, in addition to the one » 


jthis army would require a smaller detachment than an independent. 


Telegram of 12.30 p. m. received. Mine of 1 p. m. is an answer. . . 


Sp eem 
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_ - Further examination of scouts subsequent to my telegram of 1 
- p. m. would lead to the conclusion that the infantry of Harly’s com- — 


regiments. 


Major-General MEADE, 


-. COMMANDING OFFICER SECOND CORPS: 
I am instructed by the commanding general to say that at the 


include the men individually furloughed by you as well as those’ — 


_ granted their furloughs when those now absent return, or earlier if 
_ the demands of the service will permit. 


eS Sena a ae a ie 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, = 
Cah January 5, 1864—7 p.m. (Received 7.15 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, . 
General-in-Chief : a 
‘Shaler’s brigade of the Sixth Corps, 1,375 enlisted men, will leave © 
this point at 4 a. m. to-morrow. 4 


% 


e 


mand in the lower valley was only two brigades and some detached ; 


GEO. G. MEADH, ~ 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., January 5, 1864—4.20 p. m. 


Army of the Potomac : 

The brigade ordered up will probably be sufficient to supply Gen- 
eral Kelley’s wants. It will be held here ready for his orders. Last _ 
reports from Baltimore and Ohio Railroad indicate no immediate — 


danger. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


_ JANUARY 5, 1864. 


resent moment the furloughs granted to veteran volunteers re-en- 
isted in your corps must be limited to 1,200,* which will be held to. 


ordered home in a body from these headquarters. This restriction - 
is rendered absolutely necessary by the existing condition of affairs, 
and the men who re-enlist and are not now furloughed will be ~ 


Very respectfully, &c., 
eS, S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


/ 


HEADQUARTERS FirrH Corps, 
i January 5, 1864. 
General HUMPHREYS, e 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a tele- 
gram prey directing me to hold the First Division of this corps — 
in readiness to occupy the camp of General Sedgwick’s troops. 

The duty required of my command is now of such a nature as gives _ 
the men one night in bed out of three in some of the divisions (I have — 
not heard from all), and in consequence sickness is greatly on the _ 

* Similar letters to commanding officer of Thir in 0; Fifth 
Corps, 1,100; and Sixth Corps, 3,100.00 tan Ce ee ee 
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jnerease. I have two regiments engaged upon the trains, guards for 
.epot here and there, 25 miles of railroad to watch, besides protecting 
ihe approaches from north and south of the railroad; Beverly Ford 
tnd a picket-line extending up to Freeman’s Ford to occupy, be- 
vides large details that have been exacted to build corduroy roads, 
yc. I respectfully submit that my troops cannot accomplish all this 
iluty with three depleted divisions. I had determined to call the 
“ittention of the commanding general to the case. With two the — 
Hluty cannot be done properly. If practicable, I respectfully ask that 
‘my First Division be relieved from the possibility of moving to the 
pouth bank of the Rappahannock. oa 
| ° Iam, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. SYKES, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


—— 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS, 
Near Brandy Station, January 5, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. S. WiILtiAMs, | 

ens Assistant Adjutant-General: 
GENERAL: I desire to report to the general commanding that I 
fan take but five days’ forage with my transportation. The chief of 
artillery reports that he cannot take any on his caissons, but will 
have to lighten them of some ammunition to get along. The roads 
fre not only impracticable, but impassable. My transportation for 
she last twenty-four hours has not succeeded in bringing up the five’. 
Hays’ supplies, and this with the loss of several animals. 


I am, very respectfully, 
| JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General, 


: 
| HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
, January 5, 1864—6,.30 p. m. 


Major-General SEDGWIckK, 
Commanding Sriath Corps: | 
The major-general commanding directs that the brigade held in 

readiness to move to Washington by railroad be at Brandy Station 

in time to embark in the cars which leave at 4 a, m. to-morrow. — 

This arrangement it is expected will give the men some sleep before 

thoving to the depot. Upon reaching Alexandria, General Shaler 

will report by telegraph to Major-General Augur, commanding De- 


partment of Washington. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
. Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

January 5, 1864—4 p. m. 

Major-General PLEASONTON, 
, Commanding Cavalry Corps : 

- General Merritt reported yesterday that four deserters from Fourth 

Alabama had comein, stating that Heth’s and Johnson’s divisions 


$° 


fe _. direct to léarn if the deserters are certain they belong to the Fourth, 4 
-\ orif itis the Fourteenth Alabama, and to what brigade and division — 
_ they belong. 


v ) Z ‘ 
’ Capt. E. B. Parsons, 


yt 


_» otherwise ordered. The force on duty as picket is from 500 to 600, — 


i] 


X\ 


py Py 
4 \ 


Dal} 


set 


_ stream or river ? Please answer. 
i i 


- Col. C. Ross Surrx, 


_ and also on the 3d instant, details of the force required being sent 
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Bey 
had gone to Gordonsville and. Staunton. It was and is important 
that these deserters should be here as soon as practicable, yet they 
have not yet reached here. I have telegraphed General Merritt © 


The major-general commanding directs that General Merritt’s — 
attention be called to the orders requiring the forwarding of de- 
serters with all possible dispatch to headquarters, and to report the 


cause of delay in this instance. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, a 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. — 


Hpagrs. First Cav. Div., ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 


January 5, 1864. 

Col. C. Ross SmirH, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps Headquarters : 4 
Herewith I send you a map, marked as directed, with positions of 7 
camps of brigades, regiments, batteries, and also of vedettes and — 
reserves. 4 
The First Brigade, now absent, had established its camp on the © 
Stevensburg and James City road, about 14 miles to the front of — 
Ward’s house. It will resume that position when it returns, if not — 


‘Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
be ei W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. Commanding. 


CULPEPER, VA., January 5, 1864. 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : ie 
All quiet along my picket-line. Where is Starke’s Ford ; on what — 


W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hpagrs. First Cav. Div., ARMY OF THE Poromac, 
January 5, 1864. 


Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps Headquarters : "e 
CoLoNEL : In answer to the inquiry of the major-general com- _ 
manding as to why I “‘ suspended the execution of a positive order” 
sent me on the 2d instant in reference to posting 100 men as guard 
to a signal station on Cedar Mountain, I have the honor to reply : : 
The order was given and carried out (as far as possible) on the 2d__ 
both days. On the third. day it was reported to me that there was _ 
no signal station on the mountain, when I authorized the command- _ 
ing officer of the Reserve Brigade, who furnished the detail, not to. a 
send any more parties to the mountain until the signal party ar- 


fF 
4 


aay ( 


rived, of which he was to keep himself wall informed, when the. 


detail would be resumed. This, I took it, would be carrying outthe 


spirit of the order, and saving men and horses for other duty. 
_ I notified headquarters of the corps of the change in time, if it 
‘jwas ill-advised, that it might be rectified before any change was 
made, which it was. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. . 


{Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
| January 5, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded, with report as required. ; 
As soon as. 1t was known at these headquarters that General Mer- 


| ritt had suspended the order he was directed to execute it at once. 
A. PLEASONTON, 


Major-General, Commanding. . 


Be WARRENTON, January 5, 1864. 

| Capt. E. B. Parsons, 

| Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Received dispatch to rejoin my division without delay at 12 o’clock 
|m. to-day. J have given notice to the officer here in command of 
| the cavalry of the Second Division to relieve my command now out 
jon picket as soon as possible. It will probably be late this p. m. 
{before all my command will be relieved and ready to march, and. 
| with the general’s permission would like to start from here at day- 


light to-morrow morning. 
WM. GAMBLE, 


Colonel, Commanding. . 


| Hpqgrs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 5, 1864. | 

Brigadier-General GREGG : 

Colonel Gamble with his brigade has been directed to rejoin his 


division. 
i! EK. B. PARSONS, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
: January 5, 1864. 
Col. P. Hury, 


Commanding Second Brigade, Second Dwision: 
CoLonEL: Upon the receipt of this you will encamp your brigade 
on the railroad from Warrenton Junction to Warrenton. Thecamps 
of the regiments will be placed as follows: Two regiments at the 
tank, two regiments at the bridge below (toward the junction), one 
regiment near Payne’s Mill, and one regiment near Three-Mile Sta-’ 
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tion. Select the best possible camps, with abundance of wood and | 
_ water, and as near the railroad as practicable. Lét the regiments _ 


at once go to work to make shelters for themselves and horses. Send 
details from each regiment to get. the property left in the camps at 
Bealeton. Do not allow any straggling through the country. The 
detachment of the First Maine will escort your battery and wagon. 
train. 
ag Very respectfully, 
ea D. McM. GREGG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Second Division. 


{+ 


ig ; WaAR DEPARTMENT, 
BCH” | OFFiIceE Miu. Dir. AND Supt. RarLroaps, U. §., : 
Washington, January. 5, 1864. 


Brigadier-General*BEnHam, Washington: 


_ GENERAL: Transportation from here to the front was called for to- 
- day by your brigade quartermaster for six pontoons, twenty-six 


pontoon wagons and eight army wagons, and about one car-load of _ — 


other freight, and I gave instructions to have cars placed on Mary- 

- land avenue to-morrow morning at 11 o’clock to take them. Since 
ee then I learn that the army is sadly in want of forage, and every car 
be) we have must be used in sending forward asupply.. Please consider 
-- . the arrangement made to supply you with cars as suspended until 

. this supply and forage pressure is over. 
me Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. D. C. McCALLUM, 
any Colonel, Mil. Director and Supt. of Railroads, United States. 
Pade Per W. H. WHITON. 


Arh 


[Indorsement.] . 
Lieutenant Livingston will direct that the articles called for from 


: Be er aes a 
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the front will not be sent from our depot until further orders from 


. me, ; 
H. W. BENHAM, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., January 5, 1864—12 p. m. 
' - Brigadier-General KELLEY, Cumberland: 
. An infantry regiment left Baltimore for Harper’s Ferry last night. 
- Two more will leave here to-day. Do you want any more artillery ? 
_Cannot some of General Scammon’s forces be brought up to your 


line ? 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., January 5, 1864—9 p.m. | 
(Received 10,50 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General CuLLUM, Chief of Staff: 

I have ordered General Sullivan to send the two regiments of 
infantry, now on the way from Washington, to Martinsburg. I 


do not need any more artillery at present. Cannot withdraw any 
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_ force from General Scammon’s division with safety. Scouts report — 


Lee’s and Rosser’s forces at Romney to-night, on their way toward 
Winchester. Have ordered Sullivan and Averell to cut them off. 
ii) Be BS KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpers. FourtH Div., Dept. of WEsT VIRGINIA, 


Martinsburg, January 5, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. B. F. Ketuey, Cumberland: 


My scouts report that there has not been over 6,000 of the enemy | : 


in the valley, and that Karly went westward with Lee. 
The main object of the rebels was to gather supplies and stores for 
the winter, and if good opportunity offered to break the railroad, 


but they did not care to fight much. They sent back two wagon | 


loads of leather from Winchester. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpars. FourtH Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
P Martinsburg, January 5, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY, 


Commanding Department, Cumberland: 


From the examination of several deserters and prisoners to-day, I 


am confident that Karly was at Middletown yesterday with about 
4,500 men and three batteries ; my impression is that he will advance 
this way to-morrow to protect the return of Lee and Rosser. If 
General Sullivan could advance and attack the force of Early, and 


either beat it or hold it, and I had an adequate force here, I could. 


move to a point 11 miles west of Winchester and endeavor to inter- 
cept Lee if he should come that road; but that would require also a 
sufficient force to be left here in order to check him should he come 
toward this place instead of Winchester, and also to guard against 
any efforts of Early’s troops. 

The aggregate force required herenow for the operations indicated 


is about that for which I have heretofore asked. Notover two-thirds. 


of my own force is here, and of that not half is effectively mounted, 
owing tothe want of shoes for the horses. An infantry force 2,000 
strong,with four or six guns, starting from Paw Paw to-night or be- 


' fore morning, could overtake and harass Lee to-morrow sufficiently 


to make him lose many horses, and perhaps his guns. 
_ Axes should be taken along to clear away obstructions. I am 
. ready to undertake anything you may be pleased to direct, but with 
_ this force in its present condition I do not feel at liberty to suggest. 
, WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpors. FourtH Diy., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
' Martinsburg, January 5, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY, 
Commanding Department of the Cumberland : 
' Several refugees have just arrived from Richmond and Staunton. 
_ They left Richmond on 27th ultimo. They give the usual reports 
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with regard to the miserable condition of affairs in the rebel capital. — 


Gold at 22 to 30. They avoided Early’s force in coming here, and ~ 


passed a portion of it falling back on Sunday near Newtown. They | 
met several wagons returning toward Staunton loaded with leather. — 


‘Their report confirms those heretofore received and forwarded to ~ 


you with regard to the force in the valley, except that they heard — 

or saw nothing of Ewell. They state the force at three brigades of — 

infantry and two of cavalry, besides Imboden’s command. Imboden — 

is not with his command, which is now under Colonel Smith. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 

Brigadier-General. 


> 


t 
es 


CUMBERLAND, January 5, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, :; 
Martinsburg : 


I cannot spare Colonel Oley’s regiment from this point just now. 
It and the First Virginia will be sent you as soon as practicable, I 
have directed the quartermaster’s department to issue whatever _ 
clothing Colonel Oley’s men require. 
B. F. RELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


HARPER’S Ferry, W. VA., January 5, 1864—11.10 a. m. 
° (Received 11.30 a. m.) 


General CULLUM, 


Chief of Staff: 

Unless you have information from some other source than from 
this valley, I assure you I have troops enough to hold everything 
between Martinsburg and here. Harly was moving toward Stras- 
burg from Middletown yesterday. No troops of the enemy have been 
farther toward the road than Winchester, and that but a small force 
of cavalry. The report that our pickets have ever been driven in at 
Bunker Hill is not true. 

J.C. SULLIVAN, 


Brigadier-General. 


MARTINSBURG, W. Va., January 5, 1864. 
Captain Boong, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


T have information this morning from Morse that he went up the 
Romney road 6 miles from Winchester; met Barry, a good Union 
man, well known here as such, who had gained from Williams, a . 
prominent rebel in Winchester, the information that there were less 
than 6,000 rebels in the valley ; that Lee and Early had gone to 
Petersburg, and that Imboden had gone up the valley. I believe | 
the information to be reliable. 

R. S. RODGERS, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


¥ 


v 


rise ; MARTINSBURG, W. Va January 5, 1864. 
Captain BoonE, _ : 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Sigmond Bach, from Staunton, came down valley in stage; passed a 
camp of infantry at New Market, one at Mount Jackson, and one 
about 2 miles this side Mount Jackson—Thomas’, Rosser’s, and 
Walker’s commands. Fitz. Lee had gone on Wednesday afternoon. 


Lewis Kayton left Richmond 27th and Staunton 29th ; passed Mount ° 


Jackson at night; saw three camps, said to be Lee’s, Rosser’s, and 


Imboden’s. 
R. 8. RODGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, January 5, 1864—8 p. m. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN : 


Scouts report Lee’s and Rosser’s forces encamped to-night at Rom- — 


| 
: ney ; supposed to be on their way to Winchester. Their horses are 


badly broken down. They ought not to be permitted to return up— 


_ the valley in safety. I-send a copy of this to Averell. . 
a B. F. KELLEY, 
4 Brigader-General. 


ed pale 


HARPER’S Ferry, W. VA., January 5, 1864. 


Colonel RoperErs, 
3 Martinsburg, W. Va.: 
e Send every cavalryman you can spare to-morrow morning to 
- Winchester. Fitz. Lee and Rosser are reported as falling back from 
Petersburg with horses and men badly used up. Colonel Boyd 
starts from Charlestown at daylight. 
J. C. SULLIVAN, 


Brigadier-General. 


ooo 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, | 
New Berne, N. C., January 5, 1864. , 


gee eee ee ee ger NT 


_ changes in my front which I have brought to your notice during 
the past month. This deception is very well while it lasts. The 
Richmond Sentinel of the 1st January, 1864, has the following from 
- the Wilmington Journal, which has been reflected by the papers at 
Raleigh : 

At New Berne there is every reason to believe (says the Wilmington Journal) 
that the enemy is concentrating heavy re-enforcements at New Berne, with what 
view has not yet appeared, though circumstances would indicate an extension of 
_ his lines and a probable advance on Kinston, threatening the Wilmington and 


A - Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 

“a Comdg. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina: 

% GENERAL: The rebels are fully impressed with the idea that I 
a have been re-enforced instead of depleted, and hence the several 
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Samuel Trenary, from Winchester, with 3 refugees from Staunton, 
- says norebels in Winchester ; rumored that 5,000 men in the valley. | 


/ 


- Hon. E. M. Stanton, 


hold positions now in our possession should be sent to Louisiana and. 
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Weldon road and, consequently, our line of communication, His lines now extend : ) 
to Trenton on the west and White Oak River on the south. He probably contem-. 4 
plates extending them to Kinston on the one hand and New River on the other. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, January 6, 1864. 


Secretary of War: . 
Str: I return herewith the Secretary of the Navy’s confidential _ 


letter of the 2d instant. | 


Tam of opinion that all of our available forces not required to 


“a 


Texas, where they are now very much needed, and where they can © 
‘operate with advantage during the winter. The occupation of — 
Texas was not simply a military measure; it was one of State policy, 
decided upon by the President. General Banks has not a sufficient 
number of troops to defend Louisiana and the places he now holds 
in Texas, much less to drive the rebels from the portions of these 
States still in their possession. Unless the policy already adopted. 
in regard to military operations west of the Mississippi be now 
abandoned the army there must’ be largely re-enforced, and if so 
re-enforced it is hoped that the Texas campaign will be terminated 
in time for other operations in the spring. It must also be borne in 
_ mind that all the armies in the field will be very seriously reduced 
in numbers during the next two or three months by furloughs given 
~ to those who re-enlist. If, in this condition of our forces, we attempt 
to accomplish too many things at the same time we shall probably 
fail in all. RA. 
The reduction of Fort Caswell alone will not secure to us the 
harbor of Smithville or close to the rebels and blockade-runners — 
-access to Wilmington. To accomplish these objects we must also 
_ capture the works on Smith’s Island and those which command the 
New Inlet, a task not less difficult or. requiring less time, even at a 
favorable season, than the reduction of Fort Sumter and the works. 
on Morris Island. 
It is the opinion of officers who have examined this question and 
~~ are well acquainted with the localities and the obstacles to be over- 
come that Cape Fear River can be most easily secured by a force land- 
ing at Shandy Hill Inlet or New River Inlet and marching against 
Wilmington. This plan was agreed upon last year, but the forces 
intended for the expedition were diverted to Morris Island to co-oper- 
ate with the proposed naval attack upon Charleston. “Since then the 
defenses of Wilmington and Cape Fear River have been greatly 
strengthened, and it will now require a large force and probably a 
long time to effect their reduction. To attempt this in the present 
‘condition of our armies will involve the suspension of other and 
more important operations. ; 
Under these circumstances I respectfully advise against the pro- | 
posed expedition at the present time. | 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
H. W. HALLECK, ~ 
General-in-Chie}, 
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. Wark DEPARTMENT, 

a Washington, D. C., January 6, 1864—3.20 p. m. 
- Major-General MrapE: 
| If you can spare Major-General Hancock I desire that you will 
_ direct him to report to me as soon as convenient with a view to per- 

_ forming temporary special duty, but not to interfere with his com- 
* mand in your army. 
us EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


1 


JANUARY 6, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL OF THE ARMY : 

Ihave the honor herewith to transmit a statement showing the 
regiments and companies thus far ordered home from this army as 
veteran volunteers under the orders governing the subject, three- ! 
fourths of the same having re-enlisted. It will be seen that these 
organizations number in the aggregate about 6,000. atari 
ae General Orders, No. 376, of November 21, 1863, from the War De- — 
partment, taken in connection with the circular of December 15, 

' 1863, from the War Department, requires that the volunteers sent 
home as organized bodies shall report through the governors of the 

_ States to the superintendent of the recruiting service; they are con- 
sequently placed beyond my control and may be kept from my 
command for an indefinite period, and perhaps transferred from ‘it 
altogether. In view of the large number of volunteers that have 
been and may be furloughed in organizations as veteran volunteers. 
- inthis army, I respectfully request that the superintendent of the  __ 

recruiting service may be instructed to give those organizations, ,— 
immediately on reporting the thirty days’ furlough provided for in _ | 
— General Orders, No. 376, and that on reassembling at the appointed 
places of rendezvous the regiments and companies be allowed not 
to exceed three weeks for recruiting and reorganization, and that 

at the expiration of that term they be sent back to this army. If 
those regiments and companies are permitted to remain in their 
States beyond the period indicated, it is probable that many other 
men who have re-enlisted or may re-enlist as veteran volunteers, 
with the understanding*that they are to receive furloughs this win- 
ter, may by the absolute necessities of the service be kept with the 
army. Lam clearly of the opinion that it isin every way for the 
best interests of the service that the regiments and companies that 
+ may be sent home as organized bodies be promptly returned to the 
field very soon after the expiration of their furloughs, and I shall be 
-- glad to learn that instructions to that effect have been given. I 
also ask that the men furloughed by me individually may not be ~ 
permitted to."be kept from the army after the expiration of their 
furloughs, by details or otherwise. 
(a Very respectfully, &c., 
‘ GEO. G, MEADE, 
f Major-General, Commanding. 
{Indorsement. ] 


| JANUARY 12, 1864. 
, Unless otherwise directed they will return to their proper com- 


mands. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 
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; Veteran volunteers sent to their respective States to the 5th day of — 

2 January, 1864, inclusive. 

ea Jat Delaware lnfantry . ..ccuiscet ck eee eee Hy te NA 8 Pe raid cia 923 4 

Ne ae Sth MlinoisiOavaliey \. cue Petes ove eteiels cotee eee eee area rstee ae vee eae 415 
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) Pony Mountain, January 6, 1864—11 a, m. 
; ‘Captain Norton : 

Can discover no alteration from previous reports of the position 
across the river. In the direction of Manassas and Thornton Gaps 
atmosphere too smoky for observation. Have seen no signal flag as 

3 yet on Cedar Mountain. 
‘ PAINE. 


; CULPEPER, VA., January 6, 1864. 
_ Capt. E. B. Parsons, | y 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : . 
All quiet on the line of pickets. I have made every possible in- 
quiry in regard to Starke’s Ford. Had before I inquired of head- 
quarters, but can find out nothing, I will send the force as directed. 
W. MERRITT, | 
_ Brigadier-General. 
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_ SPECIAL ORDERS, ) Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 

. TWENTY-SECOND ARMY CORPS, 
“No. 5. 7 January 6, 1864. 
ok **k * * * * * 

IV. In accordance with instructions from the General-in-Chief, 
| Brigade of his division to Sandusky, Ohio, to act as a guard to the 

_ prisoners of war now on Johnson’s Island. 

* * * * * * * 


By command of Major-General Augur: 
‘ CARROLL H. POTTER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 6, 1864. 
Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington: 
The First Separate Brigade, General Averell, has been by my order 
named the Fourth Division of this department; this by reason of 


recent addition thereto, and to enable it to have an assistant com- = 


_ missary of musters. It has been found impracticable to muster 


properly and promptly veteran volunteers of the command, very — 


' many of*whom are enlisting. To facilitate, I suggest the name of 
Capt. Edwin Frey, Twenty-eighth Ohio, for assistant commissary of 
-  mousters, Fourth Division. 

B.oH KE LORY: 


Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 6, 1864—9 a. m. 
Colonel MuLLican, New Creek: 
Yours of last night just received. I had already ordered Sullivan 


Brig. Gen. H. D. Terry will proceed without delay with the First | 


and Averell to be on the alert and cut off Lee’s return if possible. 


What was your information last night? Is the enemy at Romney 


or at Moorefield Junction, or on the Northwestern pike east of Rom- 
ney? What is your information from Thoburn? Has the enemy 
all left his front? Please answer me fully. How long will it take 
you to get ready tomove? Didthe Fourth and Sixth arrive? If so, 
see that they are taken care of. 

B.. FL KELEERY,," 


Brigadier-General. 


ee eee eS; 


CUMBERLAND, January 6, 1864—9 p. m. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, Harper’s Ferry: 

The troops (infantry) sent to Martinsburg will be under your com- 
mand. I will be down to see you on this and other subjects as soon 
as possible. Thoburn reports the enemy all gone from hisfront. It 
is reported by scouts that Lee and Rosser passed through Blue’s Gap 
yesterday afternoon. The railroad agent informs me to-night that 
1,400 troops leave Harper’s Ferry for the Ohio River. What troops 


are they ? 

B. F. KELLEY, 
i Brigadier-General. 
? i 
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New Creek: | 


fi 


I have been waiting to get some reliable information in regard to — 


ae ; the movements of the enemy before we would make a movement. 
learn just now by a telegram from Paw Paw that Lee and Rosser — 


CUMBERLAND, January 6, 1864—6 p.m. 


passed through Blue’s Gap yesterday evening. It will therefore be 


useless to send an infantry force after them. Your cavalry scout 


- will probably be able to pick up some stragglers and broken-down 


horses. Sullivan is after them. Will meet them this side of Win- : 


B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


» 


CUMBERLAND, January 6, 1864—6 p. m. 


_ Brigadier-General AVERELL, 


Martinsburg: 


Scouts report Lee and Rosser having passed Blue’s Gap late 
yesterday evening. The force in front of Thoburn have all left. 


_ What little effective cavalry I have is pursuing the enemy both from 


Petersburg and by way of Romney. Send out every available man. 
you can raise to co-operate with Colonel Boyd, who is at Winchester 
to-night. I fear they will turn off by way of Cacapon Springs, 


however, and escape. : 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpagrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA. AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fért Monroe, January 6, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. G. MARSTON, 
Commanding District of Saint Mary’s: 

GENERAL: Information having been received here that a small 
cavalry force of the enemy is roaming about the counties of West- 
moreland, Richmond, Northumberland, and Lancaster, Va., collect- 
ing conscripts, deserters, horses, mules, neat stock, and grain, and 
sending the same to Richmond and the rebel army, the major- 


- general commanding this department commands that you cross the 


Potomac with such force as you may deem necessary and as can be 
spared from other service, and with the aid of the gun-boats at your 
command effect a landing in the above-named counties, capture or 
disperse any hostile force you may find there, seize and fetch away 
the negroes, live-stock, tobacco, and grain of rebel owners, and also 


the boats used in carrying men and supplies across the Rappahan- 


nock. The grain and boats and other property which you cannot 
fetch away you are authorized to destroy. It is to be hoped that 
large quantities of wood and cattle for the use of the prisoners may 
be thus obtained. 
Respectfully, yours, 

R. 8. DAVIS, 
' Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, - HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, . 
pre's ah ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 8. Washington, January 6, 1864. 
* ke * * * # * 
2. e following officers are hereby relieved from duty in the De- 


_ partnyent of Virginia and North Carolina, and will report in person, 
without delay, for duty as follows: 


Brig. Gen. George W. Getty, U. 8. Volunteers, Brig. Gen. James » 


Barnes, U. 8. Volunteers, to the commanding general of the Army 


x of the Potomac. 


“i general of the Army of the Ohio. 
1 * * 


 Brigadier-General CRAWFORD, 


Brig. Gen. James H. Ledlie, U. 8. Volunteers, to the commanding 


* * a * 
By command of Major-General Halleck : 


EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. . 


HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS, 
January 7, 1864... 


Commanding Third Division, 


Col. D. T. JENKINS, 


Commanding Second Division : 
Information has just been received, the reliability of which the 
commanding general cannot vouch for, that the rebel cavalry are 
this side of Morrisville, and contemplate making an attack on the 


railroad between Warrenton Junction and Bristoe to-night. The ‘s 


commanding general directs you to keep a good lookout to-night, 
; FRED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpagrs. First Bric., Seconp Div., CAVALRY CoRPs, 
Warrenton, Va., January 7, 1864. 
Capt. H. C. WEIR, : 


A, A. G., Secona Div., Cavalry Corps: 


CW cP ye leash Ls oe UME n.d etic WeMiae, ALPS Me SR 


CaprTaIn: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with i 


orders from Second Division headquarters, 100 men from First New 
Jersey Cavalry, under command. of Lieut. J. Hobensack, of same 
regiment, were ordered out to pursue the enemy, who had attacked 


the reserve of the Third Pennsylvania. Lieutenant Hobensack re- 
- ports that he took the Warrenton and Waterloo pike; found the. 


track of the enemy; thence to the Salem and Waterloo road; fol- 
lowed its course to within 3 miles of Salem, where it changed its 


course, taking the Orleans road. The lieutenant reports the enemy ‘ 
at this point three hours advance of him; his horses much fatigued 


and gave up pursuit, returning by the Salem and Waterloo road. 
He captured 2 of Mosby’s men, who he delivered to the division pro- 


- vost-marshal. A 


Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ja bil AY LOR, 
Comdg. First Brigade, Second Division, Cavalry Corps. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
January 7, 1864—8 p. m. 
Governor BoREMAN, Wheeling: : ed, 


A dispatch just received from Colonel Thoburn, commanding at & 
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Petersburg, informs me that the rebel force threatening ham for | 
several days past retreated toward the Shenandoah Valley.* The — 


force was a formidable one, consisting of three brigades—Fitz. Lee’s, 


Walker’s, and Rosser’s, all under the command of General Fitzhugh 
Lee. Deserters report that it was the intention of Lee to capture | 


the garrison at Petersburg, take New Creek and Cumberland, destroy 


\ 


happy to inform you that the great raid undertaken by General 


our stores, break the railroad by burning the bridges, &c. I am | 


Early, in retaliation for our late movement in this department, has — 


thus far resulted in a complete failure or fizzle. An empty wagon 


train of Colonel Thoburn’s, returning from Petersburg, was capt- | 


ured by a portion of the enemy’s forces. With this exception they 


have not thus far been able to inflict upon us any injury. Many © 


deserters are coming in, and our cavalry are picking up many strag- 

glers. The railroad is safe; trains are running regularly. Weather 

very cold; snow several inches deep. . 
. B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


‘ CUMBERLAND, January 7%, 1864—9 p. m. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, Harper’s Ferry: 


Have you any news from your cavalry? Just received dispatch 
from Colonel Thoburn at Petersburg. Lee’s forces have all retreated 


toward the Shenandoah Valley. They have suffered terribly. <A ~ 


great many deserters. Thus far Early’s great raid has been a fizzle. 
Weather cold ; snowing fast. I am not well; taken a severe cold. 
| B, F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 7, 1864—4 p. m. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, Martinsburg: 

The troops arriving from Harper’s Ferry were sent to General 
Sullivan, and will remain in his division for the present. I will send 
the Eighth [West Virginia] to you as soon as I can get cars, and the 
HKleventh [West Virginia] as soon as shod and ready. I will send the 


_ First [West Virginia] by way of Romney and Cacapon bridge. ° 


Keep your command as much in readiness as possible for any emer- 
gency. .It is not to be expected that Early will go back without at- 
tempting something further, as thus far it has been a perfect fizzle. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 
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. Wak DEPARTMENT, 
PROVOST-MARSHAL-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, January 7, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. A. E. Burnsipr, U. S& Volunteers: 


GENERAL: You are hereby assigned to duty by the Secretary of 


War to recruit and fill up the old regiments of the Ninth Army 
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Corps, and to increase said corps to a strength of 50,000 men, for 
_ such service as the War Department may specially designate. 
The following instructions will be observed, viz : 


States and New York, also in Michigan and Pennsylvania, so far as 
the regiments from those States in the Ninth Corps are concerned. 
The term of enlistments will be for three years or the war. 

Second. The old regiments of the corps must first be recruited at 
least to the minimum strength. ; 

Third. When all the old regiments from any of the States desig- 

nated are filled to the minimum, and the fact reported to the Depart- 
-. ment, new organizations may be undertaken in that State. This, 
however, will not be done without the special authority of the War 
Department being first obtained. 

Fourth. The regiments that have gone home, or those that shall 


go after re-enlistment as veterans, are not to be included in this » 


force unless they belong now to the Ninth Corps. 


hm Fifth. The recruitment of the force will be conducted under and | 


in compliance with the established regulations of the Department, 
copies of which will be furnished you. In filling the old regiments, 


the regimental recruiting details from the old regiments of the corps, © 


now in the respective States, and such regimental details as may be 
made hereafter, will act under your authority. In connection with 


_ First. The recruitment will be conducted in the New England 


_. the regimental details, the system of recruitment through district — 


provost-marshals may be employed. When the proper time shall 
have arrived to begin recruiting for new regiments or organizations, | 


_ the recruitment thereof will be conducted under the provisions of — 


General Orders, No. 75, series of 1862, and No. 366, series of 1863. 
All appointments of officers for the said organizations will be made 
by the governors of the respective States in which the organizations © 
may be recruited. 


Sixth. All musters into service of the forces herein authorized © 


will be made by the authorized mustering officers in the respective 
States and in accordance with the requirements of the mustering | 
regulations. 

Seventh. All payments of bounties will be made in accordance 

_ with the regulations governing said payments, Veterans, or recruits 
for veteran regiments, will in all cases receive the highest bounties 
which may be authorized. a 

Highth. Supplies and transportation for the forces in question 
will be furnished in accordance with existing regulations. 

Under this authority you will immediately confer with the govern- 
ors of the respective States concerned, and also the superintendent of 
the volunteer recruiting service therefor, with the view of speedily. 

commencing and progressing in the recruitment herein authorized. 
Your correspondence on this subject with the War Department 
will be conductéd through the Provost-Marshal-General. 


" I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Sie) J. Bi HRY, 


Provost-Marshal-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FirtrH ARMY Corps, January 8, 1864. 
Col. J. B. SweITzER, Commanding First Division: 


CoLoneL: The major-general commanding directs that the officer 
in command of the detachment of First Rhode Island Cavalry, serv- 
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‘ ing with you, proceed with his command to. the vicinity of Mor-— 
- risville, and ascertain if possible the truth of the report sent to these 


headquarters last night respecting the movements of the enemy’s 
cavalry. He will communicate with the officer in command of the 
cavalry on that flank of the corps, and gain all the information in 


-. his power. On his return he will report through your headquarters 


the result of his expedition. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. FRED. T. LOCKH, 
. Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CULPEPER CouRT-HoUsE, VA., 
January 8, 1864. 
Capt. E. B. Parsons, 
_ Aeting Assistant Adjutant-General : 
All quiet on the lines. Four prisoners of the Fourth Virginia 
Cavalry have been sent in by the party that went to Starke’s Ford. 


_. It has not returned nor made report as yet. Three deserters, two 


‘from Seventh Virginia Infantry, one from Sixth Virginia Cavalry, 


e came in last night. They have not been with their regiments lately. 


W. MERRITT, . 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
January 8, 1864. 
Capt. E. B. Parsons, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps: 

Captain: In reply to your communication I have to state that 
as soon as practicable after information was received of the attack 
tae the picket reserve of the Third Pennsylvania Cavalry a force 
of 100 men was sent in pursuit. It was confidently expected that 
this pursuing party would overtake the enemy within a few miles of 
Warrenton. Kverything having been done which was necessary, I 
. awaited some intelligence from the party sent in pursuit that I might 
communicate this with the circumstances of the attack, A full in- 
vestigation is being had of the affair, and the investigation will be 
continued until the responsible parties are brought to punishment. 


' [forward herewith reports of the brigade officer of the day and an. 


officer on duty with the reserve.* The daily morning report for- 
warded this morning noticed properly the attack and capture of the 
reserve. 
Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ace D..McM. GREGG, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Comdg. Second Division. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVvISION, 


/ January 8, 1864. 
Capt. E. B. Parsons, 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps: 
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- manding officer of the First Brigade of this division established his 

__brigade,at Warrenton. The continued presence of Mosby’s com- 

_. mand in the immediate vicinity of the town made it necessary to 
picket strongly all the approaches. To give security to his command 


the commanding officer of the brigade found it necessary to confine 


_ the citizens of Warrenton to within the limits of his lines of pickets 


and to prevent citizens without from entering the town. This 
system is still adhered to, and no other can be adopted with safety 
to the brigade in its present position at Warrenton. There is in 


_. Warrenton a large population of women and children and old men. 
— Cut off from all markets, very many of these families are suffering | 
are impoverished. I am constantly — 


for the necessaries of life; al 
importuned by women to be allowed to purchase from the subsist- 
ence department. By existing orders this-is not permitted. The 
mills which supplied the citizens with flour and meal are at consider-. 
able distances from the town. If the citizens of Warrenton are to 


secure their necessary supplies by commerce with the surrounding _ 


country, then will the security of the brigade be constantly threat- 


ened; 1f, on the contrary, the proper and ordinary precautions are - 5 
observed for the security of the command and the people of War- | 


renton kept within our lines, then will it become absolutely neces-. 


necessaries can be procured in no other way but from the subsistence 
department. If a correct census should be made of the number of 
persons in each family, under proper restrictions, sales might be 
made without abuse. I respectfully request the action of proper* 
authority upon this matter. 

Your obedient servant, 

D. MoM. GREGG, 
Brigadver-General of Volunteers, Comdg. Second Division. 


ALEXANDRIA, January 8, 1864. 


Colonel TAyLor, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 


_ CoLoneL: My men have scouted to-day to Falls Church, Vienna, 
thence across through the woods to Fairfax road, also to Accotink. 


They report-a skirmish at the picket-post at Flint Hill last night, 


but could not learn the particulars. They report all quiet to-day. 
H. H. WELLS, 
Provost-Marshal. 


WasHINGTON, D. C., 
January 8, 1864—3.55 p. m. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY, : 
Cumberland : 


As soon as the Tenth Maryland Regiment can be spared from Har- 


- per’s Ferry it will be sent back to Baltimore. Its term expires on 


Doth instant: 
ah H. W. HALLECK, 


General-in- Chief: 
(Copy to General Lockwood, Baltimore.) ; 
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, : CUMBERLAND, January 8, 1864. — 
'Brigadier-General AVERELL, _ Ppa bse 
Martinsburg : 


To put a stop to further controversy at New Creek concerning 
questions of jurisdiction, I issue the following instructions to-day to 
the commanding officer First Virginia Cavalry : ‘“‘ You will promptly 
obey all orders from Colonel Mulligan, commanding division, during 
the continuance of the present emergency.” 

B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, t ‘War Dept., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 11. Washington, January 8, 1864. 


ok * * * * F * * 


2%. The following-named officers are hereby assigned to duty with 
ee Burnside, U. 8. Volunteers, at New York City, and 
will report in person without delay accordingly : 

: Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond, assistant adjutant-general of volun- 
eers. 

‘Lieut. Col. Charles G. Loring, assistant inspector-general. 
: Lieut. Col. E. R. Goodrich, commissary of subsistence of volun- 
eers. 
Maj. E. M. Neill, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers. 
Maj. J. L. Van Buren, additional aide-de-camp. 
Maj. William Cutting, aide-de-camp. 
Capt. Charles G. Hutton, aide-de-camp. 
Capt. R. H. I. Goddard, aide-de-camp. 
Capt. D. R. Larned, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers. 
Capt. Duncan A. Pell, additional aide-de-camp. 
Capt. G. R. Fearing, additional aide-de-camp. 
Capt. J. F. D’Wolf, commissary of subsistence of volunteers, 
Capt. W.-H. French, commissary of subsistence of volunteers, 
Capt. John A. Morris, assistant quartermaster of volunteers. 

* * * * * * * 


By order of the Secretary of War: 
K. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
January 9, 1864—9 a. m, 
Maj. Gen. JoHN SEDGWICK, 
Headquarters Sixth Corps: 

I have the honor to inform you that Major-General Mea 
Washington this morning, toebe absent few days, acdsee 
command of this army during his absence devolves upon you. 

_ 8. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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og ek ee a _ GARNETT’S SIGNAL STATION, 
January 9, 1864—10 a. m. 
General ROBINSON : wy 
I can see no change nor any life about the enemy’s position this — 
morning. Small camps along the railroad toward Orange Court- 
House. No officers on Clark’s Mountain. No station in sight. 
WIGGINS, 
Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY PICKET, 
Sperryville Pike, January 9, 1864. 
Major DURLAND, 
Commanding Second Brigade: 


Sir: I have the honor to report that I have just returned from a 
scout after a party of Hill’s guerrillas, and having learned some 
particulars as to their movements I thought best to report the same 
that you may take measures for their capture if you think proper. » 
I was informed by a negro early this morning that a small party, five 
to seven, were at or near Rixey’s distillery, 2 miles outside lines, and 


that they had been watching the movements of our patrols to Hazel — 


River. I #mmediately started in pursuit but was one hour too late, 
they having left and crossed the river 2 miles above the bridge on 
the pike. The negroes at the distillery, also the owner, said that 
they had been there and within one-half mile of the pike, 14 in 
number, for the purpose of ‘‘ gobbling” up the patrol to Hazel, but 
were too late. They were also there yesterday morning, 18 td 20 in 
number, for the same purpose, but thinking your patrol too strong, 
did not attack. It is probable that they will come again to-morrow 
morning, at or near the same place and possibly in greater force, and 
I think if proper measures are taken they can be captured. One | 
squadron would be enough, about 40 men. I have that number 
here, but of course could not, without special permission or orders, 
take them from the reserve. I am quite confident that I could capt- 
ure the party if they should come, if the requisite number of men 
are placed at my disposal. 

T am, respectfully, &c., 

SIMRELL, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 


I do not think it safe to patrol to Hazel River with less than 20 to 
30 men, and shall not send a patrol unless you direct. 


HEADQUARTERS FourtH NEW YorRK CAVALRY, 
Camp near Culpeper, Va., January 9, 1864. 
Captain DoNEHOO, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Brig., First Cav. Division: 
Sir: I have the honor to report my return with my command 
from a scouting expedition on the evening of the 8th instant. 
According to orders and instructions received I proceeded, in com- 
mand of 200 men, from camp toward Oak Shade Church by way of 
Rixeyville, starting about 11.30 p. m. on the 7th instant. On the 
march to Rixeyville I searched every house. 
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I marched as directed to Martha Rixey’s and there captured four 
prisoners, members of the Little Fork Rangers, supposed to be an 
organization of the Fourth Virginia Cavalry. I then proceeded 
toward Mr. Starke’s, but discovered nothing there or around that ; 
~. part of the country. I found the river at Starke’s Ford entirely — 
aye tan over, and totally impossible to pass. At Rixey’s Ford the ‘| 
~ large lumps of ice rushing down the river would have endangered | 
both man and horse if I attempted a crossing. 
J then scouted the country up the river toward Muddy Run Mount- . 
.  ains without any further success. I observed a few scouts in the 
- mountains, but could not succeed in capturing them. The prisoners 
I delivered over to the provost-marshal. Arms and equipments, &c., 
_ Thave furnished to dismounted men of my regiment. 
ae Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servants 
EF W. R. PARNELL, 
Mee Major, Commanding Regiment. 


I also wish to state that at every house between here and Oak 
Shade Church there are safeguards from our army. At the house 
of Mrs. Martha Rixey the safeguard (Wiliams, Company C, Fifth 

New Jersey Volunteers) said in hearing of some of my men that 
+ Thad no right to take those men prisoners. Such men are dangerous 
when outside of our lines, and I would strongly recomntend his ar- 
_ rest and trial. 
_ The following isa list of property captured, viz: Four horses, four 
_ revolvers (two unfit for present use and different patterns), one car- 
bine (Sharps), two sabers and belts, four saddles (worn), four bridles, 
. different patterns and worn. 
: 7, Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. R. PARNELL, 
Major, Commanding Regiment.  — 


N 


Hpgrs. ARMy AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., January 9, 1864, 


Maj. Gen. B. F. Buruer, 
“3 Comdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina: 


tier GENERAL: Mr. Webster, of Massachusetts, came into our lines 

from Wilmington a few days since. He is a very intelligent and 

- -well-posted man, having resided in Florida and Georgia some five 
years for his health. He has been living at Augusta. At this place : 

the rebels have their main powder-works, covering four acres, All | 

the rails of the Florida roads are being removed to repair other roads 
at the north and west. He was at Wilmington two days. General 
Whiting has about 7,000 men in the works along the coast and 
sounds. Blockade running had ceased very much, and much excite- 
ment existed because the Confederate Government was about to take: 
all the vessels on its account. Very strong works are being erected 
on Zeek’s and Smith’s Islands. Others report a force of about 1,000 
a all aoe at or near Kenansville, between Wilmington and Golds- | 

; orough. 

R Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
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Hpgrs. DEPT. oF VIRGINIA AND NoRTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, January 15, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded for the information of the General-in- 


Chief. 
BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WasHineton, D. C., January 10, 1864. 


General SETH WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac : 


My Dear GENERAL: Gibbon has written to me asking for my 
prompt attention in one matter; I will therefore attend to it at 
once. In case of a reorganization of the army he wishes in his 
division his old brigade, the ‘‘Iron Brigade” of Wisconsin Infantry, 
and his old Battery B, Fourth [U. 8.] Artillery, which he says avaniel 
be anxious to join him. It would be very agreeable to me. I suppose 
the wishes of troops should be considered when known. In such a 
case I should like‘my old brigade, too. Put this on file for the con- 
' tingency. 

Truly, yours, 
WINF’D S. HANCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


BALD KNOB SIGNAL STATION, 
. January 10, 1864—1.30 p. m. 
NORTON, 
Chief Signal Officer : 
Camp of one regiment of enemy’s cavalry at railroad bridge seems 
deserted this a.m. One regiment of enemy’s infantry came down 
to railroad bridge to relieve pickets. All quiet. No other change 


in enemy’s camps. 
CAMP and WIGGINS, 
Signal Officers. 


CULPEPER, VA., January 10, 1864. 


. Lieut. Col. C. Ross SMITH, 
Chief of Staff: 

CoLoNEL : Everything is reported quiet along the line of pickets. 
The Reserve Brigade report signal lights seen last night. A sharp 
watch has been kept and the patrols sent out on the right. The 
signal party report nothing except that the enemy near Rapidan 
Station and other side of the river seem busy building huts yester- 


day. 
W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General. 
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CUMBERLAND, January 10, 1864—11.30 a. m. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper’s Ferry : 
General Averell reports Imboden’s force in Newtown last night 
with four guns. This force may be contemplating an attack on 
Charlestown. Keep yourself advised fully of the enemy’s move- 


ments. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


MARTINSBURG, W. VaA., January 10, 1864. 
Captain Boong, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I sent a small party to Winchester yesterday. There are no rebels 
of force in Winchester; 400 rebel cavalry at Kernstown. Citizens 
say that there has been conscripting in Winchester ; took 60, black 
and white, during the week. 

R. 8. RODGERS, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


MARFINSBURG, W. VA., January 10, 1864. 
Captain Boone, 
— Assistant Adjutant-General: 
We have reliable information that a party of rebels, 20 or 30, are 
to be in Winchester to-morrow at daylight. I send 45 men to start 
from here at 9 this evening, to enter Winchester at daylight to catch 


them. 
R. S. RODGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HARPER'S FERRY, W. VA., Janwary 10, 1864. 
Colonel RopDGERs, 
Martinsburg, W. Va.: 

Colonel Boyd received orders this afternoon to send a party out 
toward Newtown to-night. Be careful that your scouts do not mis- 
take them for the enemy. P 

By order of Brigadier-General Sullivan : 

8. B. McCULLOCH, 
Aide-de-Camp. 


Hpagrs. FourtH Div., Dept. or West VIRGINIA, 


Martinsburg, January 10, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELuey, ; * 


Commanding Department, Cumberland : 

Imboden’s force with four pieces of artillery was about Middletown 
yesterday morning ; Early in the vicinity of Strasburg. A rumor 
existed in Winchester last night that Early intends attacking this 
place as soon as the weather becomes favorable. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


o 
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Hpars. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NortTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, January. 10, 1864. 


ELIZABETH T. UpsHur, 
Franktown, Va. : 


My Dear Mapam: I have read your note in relation to sending 
colored troops into Northampton County. If I could believe for a 
moment any of the consequences would follow which you detail 
it certainly should not be done. Experience, however, has shown 
that colored troops properly officered are less aggressive than white 
ones in the places where they are quartered, from the fact that they 
have been accustomed from their childhood to give up their will to 
the will of those who are over them. 

You are entirely mistaken and misinformed as to what was done 
at Elizabeth City. I have had the committees from five counties, 
Pasquotank, Currituck, Camden, Perquimans’, and Chowan, here, 
and their universal testimony is that the negro soldiers did nothing 
but what they were ordered to do. They committed no acts except 
under the orders of their officers. That we had to burn the houses 
and carry away the families of guerrillas is most true, but it was 
done under orders. 

I have yet to learn of a single outrage by a colored soldier com- 
mitted upon any of the people of Norfolk or Yorktown, and there 
are three regiments at one place and four at the other. 

I can bear the same testimony of the negro regiments camped near 
Fortress Monroe, and if I send the negroes to the Kastern Shore it 
will be because of the outrages reported to me of the white troops 
there stationed. Therefore calm your fears. I will hold myself re- 
sponsible that no outrage shall be committed against any peaceful 
citizens. cay 

Very respectfu ours, 
are vee B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., January 11, 1864—9 a. m. 
(Received 4.35 p. m.) 
Brig. Gen. G. W. CULLUM, : 
Chief of Staff: 
The following dispatch just received. I trust the General-in-Chief 
will permit General Wheaton to remain at the Ferry, at least until 
the troops of Early retire from the valley: 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., January 10, 1864. 


Brigadier-General KELLEY : 

I have sent my cavalry to Newtown to-night to obtain reliable information. If, 
when Colonel Boyd returns to Pennsylvania, as ordered, General Wheaton’s brigade, 
as is rumored, should be ordered to the Army of the Potomac, this point will be left 
very weak. Please telegraph to Washington for orders for Wheaton to remain, at 


least until spring. erage eG 
Brigadier-General. 

B. F. KELLEY, | 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., January 11, 1864—2 p. m. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY, 
Cumberland : 
General Wheaton’s brigade has not been ordered back to the Army 
of the Potomac, and will not be at present. 
H. W.. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


HARPER’S FERRY, January 11, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY, 
Cumberland : 
Scout just in from Winchester and Newtown; no enemy found 
there; cavalry picket at Strasburg. Early believed to have fallen 
back to Mount Jackson or New Market. Will you be down to- 


morrow ? : 
J ER CLS U EAgh Veen: 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpars. Szeconp Div., DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
New Creek, W. Va., January 11, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 
A. A. G., Dept. of West Virginia, Cumberland, Md. : 

CapraiIn: Colonel Thoburn reports that a deserter from McNeill’s 
company arrived yesterday morning at Petersburg, who reports that 
the force in the vicinity of Moorefield is composed of detachments 
from the commands of Imboden and Fitzhugh Lee. He states that 
the conversation among the men is that Early is at Orkney Springs 
and Fitzhugh Lee on Lost River ; this, however, is contradicted by 
the statement of one of our prisoners who escaped from Brock’s Gap 
on the 8thinstant, who left Fitzhugh Lee’s entire command in camp. 
He heard them talk of shoeing their horses and making another 
demonstration in the direction of Petersburg. The supply train has 
reached Petersburg in safety. The enemy was in wait for it across 
the Patterson’s Creek Mountain, but owing to the strength of the 
grard did not attack. 

I am, captain, faithfully, 
JAS. A. MULLIGAN, 
Colonel. 


CUMBERLAND, January 11, 1864—9 a. m. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Martinsburg : . 

Have you any news this a. m.? Keep your cavalry active and 
well to the front so as to keep yourself fully advised of enemy’s 
movements. Sullivan’s cavalry went toward Winchester last night. 
Mosby attacked Major Colein Loudoun County near Harper’s Ferry 
yesterday morning, and was handsomely repulsed. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 
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Hogrs. FourtH Div., DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, January 11, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KEuey, 
Commanding Department, Cumberland : 


I have no news yet. Sent a reconnoitering party to Winchester 
last night. I have the country properly picketed and patrolled from 
North Mountain tothe Opequon. I donotthink, judging from what I 
have seen and heard, that this section has ever been thoroughly and 
properly picketed, which may account for occasional surprises. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpagrs. FourtH Div., DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, January 11, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY, 


Commanding Department, Cumberland : 
Scout returned from Winchester reports all quiet. Brings in two 
ladies from Montgomery County, who report having seen General 
Early on Saturday, 9th instant, moving up the valley with his forces 


10 miles beyond Woodstock. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 


Brigadier-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | -WAR Dept., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 16. t Washington, January 12, 1864. 
* * * * #* * * 

57. Ordered, That Major-General Hancock be, and he is hereby, 
assigned to recruit and fill up the Second Army Corps, of which he 
is commander, to the number of 50,000 men, for such duty as may 
be specially assigned to said corps by the War Department. 

58. Ordered, That Major-General Burnside be, and is hereby. 
assigned to recruit and fill up the Ninth Army Corps, of which he is 
commander, to the number of 50,000 men, for such duty as may be 
specially assigned to said corps by the War Department. 

By order of the Secretary of War : 

EK. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


BALD KNOB SIGNAL STATION, 
January 12, 1864—12 m. 


COMMANDING OFFICER First ARMY CORPS: 
Too misty this a. m. for reliable observations. Some rebel drums 


just heard. 
WIGGINS and CAMP, 
Signal Officers. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, 
January 12, 1864—10.30 p. m.— 
Capt. H. C. WxIR, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Captain: A colored man has just come in the lines, and reports 
that about 1 mile outside our pickets on the Bealeton road, about 9 
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p. m., he saw cavalry, about 100 in number, some dismounted hold- 
ing the horses of others while some were fixing their arms. I have 
notified my command to be ready for any emergency, and have 
another squadron saddled in camp to move out if an attack is made 
at any point. 
Very respectfully, 
J: PTA YUOR: 
Colonel, Commanding First Brigade. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., January 12, 1864—4 p. m. 
(Received 6.15 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff: 

General Sullivan’s cavalry scouts report Early falling back up 
the Shenandoah Valley. He was believed to be near Woodstock on 
Saturday. All quiet in the western portion of my department. The 
snow in the mountains and excessive cold weather preclude any 
active operations on my part or the enemy’s. The Kanawha River 
is frozen over. I go to-night to Washington to testify in the case of 
Colonel McReynolds before court-martial. 

B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


MARTINSBURG, W. VA., January 12, 1864. 
Captain Boons, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Six deserters from Imboden have just come in; report from 500 to 
800 men of that force at Dayton. Rosser is at Timberville with about 
1,000 ; no others in the valley ; says there is much desertion. 

R. S$. RODGERS, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


HARPER’s Ferry, W. Va., January 12, 1864. 
Col. R. 8. RoDGERs, 


Martinsburg, W. Va.: 
Send a force to Newport, Shepherdstown, and along the river to 
prevent all persons, soldiers, officers, and citizens from crossing until 
further orders. Send instructions to Kearneysville, Duffield’s, and 


a picket stations on the railroad ; arrest all persons crossing with 
orses. 


By order of Brigadier-General Sullivan: 


D, H. HARKING: 
Major, &c. 


Hpgrs. Dept. oF Virncinta AND NorTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, January 12, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. E. A. WILD, Her 
Norfolk : 


GENERAL: You will order the Tenth U.S. Colored to break up 
their camp at or near Craney Island and proceed to the Eastern Shore 
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of Virginia, headquarters at Drummondtown, there to replace the 
present force, relieving all officers and soldiers on duty there except 
the provost-marshal. A copy of this order will be given to the com- 
manding officer of the regiment, so that the officers in command 
ne will be relieved and report with their troops to General Lock- 
wood. 

The officer in command of the Tenth U. 8. Colored will caution 
all his officers that there must be the strictest diligence and vigilance 
that no outrages of any sort are committed by his troops, for both 
he and his officers will be held personally responsible by me if any 
such are committed. The inhabitants there fear greatly the quarter- 
ing of negro troops in their midst. Idepend upon him and the good 
conduct of his troops to correct that misapprehension, for I assure 
both him and them that the most summary punishment will be 
visited upon them for any breach of discipline, especially any that 
shall affect peaceable men. The commanding officer will imme- 
diately take measures to recruit his regiment ‘to the fullest extent. 
He will give receipts to all loyal men who have taken the oath pre- 

‘scribed by the President’s proclamation for any slave which may be 
recruited. He will report to me immediately any deficiency in his 
officers, incompetency, or any vacancy that may exist, that the one 
may be taken notice of and the other filled. He will call upon the 
quartermaster for the necessary transportation, and report to these 
headquarters the execution of this order. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
NJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 13, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER FIFTH CORPS: 
The commanding general having been informed that ladies are in 
the practice of passing through our lines at their option, without 
hinderance from the pickets, and visiting Catlett’s Station for the pur- 
chase of goods, &c., directs me to call your attention to the matter, 
and to instruct you to allow no parties to pass your pickets unless 
properly authorized to do so. It is also stated that deserting team- 
sters are permitted to pass to the rear along the line of the railroad. 
The commanding general desires that you cause all such parties to 
be carefully examined, and if it is found that they have not proper 
passes, that they be sent back to the command to which they belong. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
S. WILLIAMS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) War Dept., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 20. Washington, January 14, 1864. 
* * * a * * * 

2. Camp Distribution, near Alexandria, Va., will be broken up 
as soon as practicable and discontinued, and Camp Convalescent, at 
Alexandria, Va., will hereafter be, and be knownas, Rendezvous of 
Distribution, near Alexandria, Va., and the place from. which all 


376 OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA., W. VA, MD., AND PA. (Caar. XLY. 


men fit for field service arriving in the Department of Washington 
will be distributed to their regiments. In future, none but men fit 
for field service and deserters will be sent to this rendezvous. The 
Surgeon-General will see that all men in general hospitals are trans- 
ferred to the Invalid Corps, discharged, or retained for treatment 
until fit for field service, as may be proper in each case, unless other- 
wise disposed of by proper authority, and not forwarded to this 
camp before they are fit for field service, as has heretofore been the 
custom. 
* * * ** * * * 


By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC—SIGNAL DEPARTMENT, 

January 14, 1864—1.10 p. m. 

Major-General HumpHreys, Chief of Staff: 
GENERAL: The following report has just been received, and is re- 
spectfully forwarded : 
SIGNAL STATION, GARNETT’S MOUNTAIN, 
January 14, 1864. 

Captain Norton, Chief Signal Officer : 


The enemy’s line as seen from this station is as follows: About a division of in- 
fantry extends along the hills from Clark’s Mountain to Rapidan railroad bridge. 
Atthat place is a small artillery camp and two guns in position. Farther down 
the road, leading along the river, two more are in position. Heavy smokein the 
direction of Orange Court-House, indicating that the bulk of the enemy’s force is 
there. Also a considerable activity in their railroad trains in that direction. So 
misty that no perfect observation can be made. 

WIGGINS, 


Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 
Very respectfully, &c., 
CHAS. L. DAVIS, 
Captain and Acting Chief Signal Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS FirrH Corps, January 14, 1864. 
General 8. WiuuiaMs, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Sir: [respectfully request that a depot may be established at War- 
renton Junction for the use of the troops there stationed. A battery 
of artillery, two squadrons of cavalry, and a brigade of infantry oc- 
cupy that station, and are compelled to haul their supplies of sub- 
sistence and forage over a bad road from Catlett’s. 

The staff officers of the infantry brigade can receive and distribute 
the supplies and take charge of the depot. As there are “‘sidings” 
and a branch railroad at the Junction, I cannot understand why any 
objections should be made against the establishment of the depot. T 
hope this subject will receive the attention of the major-general com- 
manding, and that the comfort and well-being of the troops may be 
considered. 

Tam, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: ; GEO. SYKHS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


; 
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FatrFAx Court-Houskn, January 14, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel TAYyLor: 


An officer of the One hundred and fifty-fifth New York, 1 mile 
west of Burke’s, reports troops moving south of railroad last night. 
It was probably the squadron of our cavalry which went from Vienna 
to Wolf Run Shoals, as ordered. 

R. O. TYLER, 


Brigadver-General, Commanding. 


Wark Dept., U. 8. Min. Rartroaps, SuPT.’s OFFICE, 
Alexandria, Va., January 14, 1864. 
General Rurus INGALLS, 
Chief Quartermaster, Army of the Potomac : 

GENERAL: The great loss of forage in transit, referred to in your 
telegram of last night, arises solely from stealing by the soldiers and 
teamsters stationed as guards along the road. It probably is not 
too strong a word to say that these guards, in some localities, are 
organized for plundering from trains. Atand near Bull Run bridge 
they work with hooks, made from brake-rods stolen from wrecked 
cars, and in one case reported, with a long rope attached to the 
rod and with the other end made fast to a stump, the more effectually 
to pull off a bale of hay or barrel of pork ‘after being harpooned. 
Setting aside the loss of the supplies, the act is most dangerous in 
probable effects, as the hay or barrel, rolling under the wheels, 
would wreck the train through Bull Run bridge into the waters 
below. Repeated cases are reported to me by conductors of the 
depredations by these guards at the wood-yard 1 mile east of 
ow at Burke’s Station, Bull Run bridge, Bristoe, and Nokes- 
ville. 

If required, I can furnish statements, duly sworn to, of the steal- 
ing of grain and supplies at the above-mentioned points. Teamsters 
at the wood-yard 1 mile east of Burke’s have stolen much grain from 
the cars, and not only do the soldiers steal the stakes and rails put 

‘around platform cars to protect grain, but the other day at Bristoe 
the soldiers there got upon a train which had taken siding to meet 
and pass another train.and commenced with an ax to knock the 
sides out of new box-cars. To such testimony as this, which can be 
substantiated fully, Captain Wyman, acting assistant quartermaster 
at Alexandria, can add a similar experience of his own. Cars 
thrown from the track and rolled down embankments to get them 
out of the way until we can find opportunity to get hold of them 
again are more often perfectly serviceable than otherwise. The 

. case of the accident at Bristoe is in point. Not only were the cars 
’ badly destroyed by soldiers to obtain the lumber, but the brasses 

and other work on the locomotives were carried off. I have eye- 
witnesses to attest these facts, one of them one of my own master 
mechanics. 

Yet General Crawford, on being notified of this stealing, after 
investigation (the stealing had been done), reported that ‘‘ much of the 
material of the broken cars was used by myown people.” And I fully 
understand, too, the earnestness which General Crawford has always 
shown in his co-operation with us, his unvarying courtesy, and 
believe that he did all that the present organization of the soldiers 
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guarding the line would allow. _ It is difficult to explain, in the 
limits of an ordinary communication, that the guards on the trains 
can be watchful and wide-awake and yet fail to prevent these thefts 
as fully as is desirable. I will only say that darkness and the 
slow rate of speed of a heavy freight train up the steep grades of 
the Orange line are great aids to the thieves. There is no fault to 
be found with the present train guards, and the Eleventh U. S. 
Infantry are especially effective. Having one portion of the train 
guards at Rappahannock works badly, however, and I would re- 
spectfully request that the force for train guards be increased to 800, 
and all stationed at Alexandria. Heretofore I have kept silent on 
this matter, until I thought the time had arrived to make the present 
statement. i 

I believe the fault to originate mainly from lack of organized pur- 
pose and the ignorance of duty on the part of officers in charge of 
the troops guarding the road. Their idea is simply to protect gen- 
erally themselves, and next the road, by going off on some hill and 
digging a bastion, or selecting a good site for a camp, far or near 
from the line, which may possibly stand in danger of a guerrilla 
attack, but the trains of which are only regarded as simply their 
means of supply or private transportation. There should be a well- 
defined system of guarding the road, thoroughly understood by 
every officer connected with such service, and, in my opinion, the. 
officers thus commanding guards should be immediately at the 
road, and a captain or lieutenant commanding, with at least 25 
men, on duty at every station, and these officers being directly 
responsible for the safety of the trains, platforms, buildings, switch- 
stands, water-tanks, and railroad property generally, so far as moles- 
tation is concerned, from soldiers and evil-doers. Every train should 
be watched at all hours by men on duty, and no one should be 
allowed to take anything off or put anything on board the train, 
Pree by the direct knowledge and under the inspection of the con- 

uctor. 

Between stations should be a constant patrol to look after obstruc- 
tions and thieves, and the officers thus far designated should make 
daily reports of the hour every train arrived at and left each station 
to the commanding officer of the regiment, and include in such re- 
ports any observations on the imperfect loading of cars, attempts of 
persons to create difficulty or to commit trespass, and all other de- 
tails, the report having the effect of itself to promote vigilance in 
its maker and at the same time be a constant reminder of his duty 
as officer of a road guard. . 

I have written, sir, with many interruptions, and feel that I have 
failed to do justice to the subject, whilst my respect for you and your 
kindness prevents a belief that you will consider any portion of my 
communication presuming or officious, only stated plainly, with a 
desire to further the service and the needs of the army to the utmost. 
Regarding the point that much of our trouble arises within the com- 
mand of General Augur, I would respectfully request that if any 
alterations in the road guard are made or any new orders be issued 
that the same be enforced by headquarters, or caused to be enforced 
from Washington tothe Rapidan. An accident (four cars down the 
bank through a switch at Culpeper) occurred two weeks since by a 
citizen popping up from ambush, throwing the switch wrong, and. 
rapidly cutting stick over the hill, and no one being near but the 
trainmen at the farther end of thetrain. The case, too, in daylight, 
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of soldiers cutting box-cars to pieces, with a commissioned officer 
near by looking on and not saying a word, has its counterpart again 
in the report of a conductor, handed in to me five minutes ago, and. 
which, as a sample of our daily annoyance, I beg to inclose.* 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. DEVEREUX, 
Superintendent. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, 
January 15, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. 8. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to return the report of the ambulance 
officer of this corps, made October 31 to the medical director of this 
corps, by him referred to Doctor Letterman, by him indorsed in the 
manner of a complaint, and by you referred to me for information 
ef to a I have not made the details prescribed in General Orders, 

0. 85. 

This paper reached me at the moment we were preparing for the 
movement across the Rapidan, and I was unable fully to answer 
the question in writing in the way I deemed its importance deserved. 
I, however, explained my action verbally to the commanding gen- 
eral to about the same extent as follows : 

General Orders, No. 85, makes details by regiments without 
regard to their strength, and would not be different if all the regi- 
ments were of the full strength of 1,000 men. I presume, therefore, 
it was deemed sufficient for full regiments. The exposure and serv- 
ice that diminishes the number or the ranks leaves those remaining 
more able to endure fatigues, so that it may safely be assumed that 
if the rates of three ambulances to 1,000 men in a regiment is suffi- 
cen one ambulance to a regiment of 333 veterans would certainly 

€ So. 

The lack of any provision in General Orders, No. 85, graduating 
the ambulance corps to the wants of the service, in the case where a 
necessity for it can be so mathematically demonstrated as I have 
done above, indicated to me either that an oversight had been com- 
mitted in drawing up the order, or that, like many other things pro- 
vided by orders and regulations, the provision was meant that we 
should not exceed that amount, not that it was compulsory upon us 
to have it. Acting thus upon my understanding of the spirit of the 
order, and with a fair knowledge of the wants of the service, derived 
from experience in battle as a commander of a regiment, of a bri- 
gade, of a corps, and as a member of the commanding general’s 
staff, and by virtue of my position as a corps commander, which 
requires me to make my command most efficient as a whole, and not 
inordinate in its subordinate parts, I decided not to make the in- 
creased details and retained the applications for them. 

I inclose these applications with a report of the ambulance officer 
of the strength of the ambulance force at the time. 

The aggregate of all the officers and men at the time with the 
Second Army Corps, in every capacity, was about 12,500. This, at 
the rate allowed for a full regiment of 1,000 men, would give us 
thirty-eight ambulances and 114 men for an ambulance corps. 


* Not found. 
+See Vol. XXIX, Part IT, p, 95. 
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The report of the ambulance officer shows that we had at that, 
time 113 ambulances and 247 men, this already giving this army 
corps, largely composed of hardy and enduring soldiers, seventy-five 
ambulances and 133 men more than we would have been allowed if 
the corps had been composed of full regiments of new troops of the 
same number of men. ae 

It seemed to’ me that our ambulance train needed diminishing 
instead of increasing, and I think so now. I earnestly recommend 
that General Orders, No. 85, be so modified as to adapt the ambu- 
lance train to the strength and necessity of my command. 

_ Dr. Letterman’s indorsement says: 

Iam of the opinion that detailing men for the ambulance corps, instead of di- 
minishing the effective strength of this army on the battle-field, will increase it if 
(I italicize the if) the officers of the line will enforce the provision allowing no one 
but this corps to remove wounded. 

Can such a provision be enforced? Articles 44, 50, and 52 of the 
Articles of War forbid a man leaving the ranks in almost all defin- 
able cases. But who can enforce it in the heat and carnage of a 
desperate battle? To send a good man at such a time after one who 
has run away would be to emulate the dog who dropped his meat in 
the stream and rushed after its own reflection. 

I was aware that it has been claimed as one of the advantages of 
this extensive ambulance corps that it diminishes the amount of 
sneaking from the battle-field, if the officers of the line do their 
duty. It is supposed to operate, first, by taking from the men in the 
ranks all pretense for leaving, and, second, by having men for this 
duty wearing a special badge to assist the line officers in recognizing 
those entitled to carry off the wounded. In the confusion of battle, 
however, no badge will be easily recognized; the good men and 
officers are all looking to the front and fighting, and have no time 
to look after cowards in the rear. At such time these latter will not 
need a pretense to run away, andif in doing so they carry off wounded 
men they perhaps save their self-respect as well as their lives, 
and do all the good they can. If they remain long enough to do 
this they do all they can be made to do, and the sooner they are 
gone the better. Nothing will keep men in the ranks in battle but 
a soldier’s pride—the devotion of a patriot. 

The battle of Gettysburg, where this corps repulsed the assault of 
the enemy only by sustaining immense loss, is certainly a place to 
point to where the line officers did their duty, if it can ever be said 
of any line officers. There, too, we had a special ambulance corps, 
and yet Surg. Justin Dwinelle, surgeon in charge of the Second Corps 
hospital, reports : 

I think 1,000 a low estimate of the numbers of able-bodied men who found their 
way to the Second Corps hospital by the night of July 6 who had no business there, 
and ought to have been with their regiments. 

I think, then, the ambulance detail as a means of increasing the 
effective strength of this army on the battle-field is a failure, even 
if the officers do their duty. But the whole basis of the argument 
supposes that we must remove pretenses from the men’s thoughts 
in order to have them do what duty the Articles of War enjoin. 
Men should not leave the ranks if there were no ambulance corps, 
and those who will run away before the terrifying aspect of the 
enemy’s charge will not be stopped by not having an excuse, nor by 
the drawn swords of their officers, nor even by the bayonets of a 
provost guard. 
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The ambulance corps increases the strength of the army a little by 
carrying along the weary who may still have strength enough to 
fight, but these are few. They are rare cases where a sick man 
leaves the ambulances to take part in a battle. The number of men 
which these details take from the battle-field exceed these many 
hundred times. 

There are, in my opinion, but two ways to look at- an ambulance 
train in actual warfare—first, as an incumbrance, and second, as a 
humane institution, and the only question is how far we can afford 
to suffer the one for the sake of the other. That it isan incumbrance 
cannot be doubted, and I maintain that no mere medical officer can 
form a proper appreciation of how great a one it may be made, and 
how vitally it may affect the success of the corps to which it is at- 
tached. War itself is not a humane institution; it compels us to 
endure suffering ourselves, to inflict greater on our enemy. Its 
object is to inflict the greatest injury to an enemy with the least to 
ourselves, and thus succeed. To introduce anything into an army 
organization as an act of humanity in a way to imperil its success 
would be to defeat the object of warfare, and make it a proceeding 
of unmitigated cruelty. 

The full ambulance corps of the army corps, as at present consti- 
tuted, will occupy as much space on a road as one of its divisions. 
The artillery of a corps occupies about as much more, and the am- 
munition nearly as much more; that is, the three trains together 
occupying as much space as the whole corps. To mix them up with 
the infantry on the road thus stretches them out twice their front of 
battle, and dilutes their strength one-half at one point. The. con- 
fusion produced by the effort of these trains to escape from the 
lines when the enemy attacks is enough to disorganize any troops but 
the very staunchest. These trains had, in my opinion, a most: im- 
portant influence on the conduct of the Eleventh Corps at Chan- 
cellorsville, which I was present to witness. To put the wagons . 
in large groups would leave places in the column without any de- 
fense, and an attack of the enemy at such a point would cut the 
column in two and destroy entirely the control of the commander 
over one part or the other of his army, and probably prove disastrous. 

Such was the attack made on me at Bristoe, October 14, that if I 
had had my whole ambulance and ammunition train with me, or if 
the assault had fallen on the part of the column where the little I 
had was, I should have been beaten. Iam aware that this argument 
is somewhat against our ammunition and artillery trains, as well as — 
ambulances, and I think they, too, are in excess. But they (especially 
the artillery) are necessary to the fighting strength of the army ; 
but the ambulances and ammunition trains were the source of the 


_ greatest solicitude to me on the march from Auburn to Bristoe ; 
‘to save them they nearly occasioned my having to fight Ewell’s 


corps in an unfavorable position, unaided, at Auburn; and but 
for these trains and those of the rest of the army at Brentsvilie 
I need not have had the engagement at Bristoe, and which, 
though it, by great good fortune, was a success, was a narrow 
escape from disaster ; it was giving battle with a small detachment 
of an army at the chosen point of concentration by a skillful enemy. 
As it was, nothing but darkness enabled me to withdraw, and with- 
out that, or the timely arrival of the rest of our army, we should 
have been destroyed. I detail this to show what an important part 
these incumbrances may take in the operations of an army. Hxam- 
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ples are unlimited. The solicitude which I felt for this train caused 
me to detach a brigade and send it to the rear while in the pRpeance 
of the enemy, at the very time I was most likely to need the train, 
thus losing its use and that of a brigade beside. The commanding 
general shared this solicitude with me at that time. 

General Gregg, independently of my action, made precisely the 
same disposition of his ambulance train that I did—sent it to the 
rear, and it joined me at Catlett’s Station. His trains (that allowed 
one cavalry division and a few of our own) sufficed to carry off 
all our wounded in the fight at Bristoe. Viewing the ambulance 
train simply as a humane institution, I think it may be assumed 
that if it appreciably diminishes the fighting force in the time 
of action, or if it necessitates an action at an improper place, 
or prevents our movements from being timely, or in any way 
affects the success of the body to which it is attached, it defeats its 
own object. It should be reduced just to that limit which will allow 
a sufficient force to gather the wounded, after the battle at the 
point is decided, to the most convenient places to receive the atten- 
tion and care of the nurses and surgeons, and not with any view of 
transporting them any distance from the field. In the event of 
being driven from the field, details of surgeons and attendants 
should be left to care for the wounded. This is more humane 
than carrying them away by causing less suffering and loss of 
life, and only those need be lett who are badly wounded in the body 
or lower limbs. This I think should be done with bad cases of fever 
and other diseases. So pertinaciously has our own medical depart- 
ment clung to its sick in many of our movements to the front, even 
when expecting an engagement we have set out with our ambu- 
lances full with the sick. When I went forward with our cavalry 
to Culpeper on September 13, I had to send back our ambulances 
filled with the sick brought along from beyond the Rappahannock, 
and send to General Newton for the ambulances of the First Corps 
to take the wounded cavalrymen. 

I have heard it argued in favor of keeping our own large ambu- 
lance train that we would be all prepared when the regiments were 
filled up. I think such foresight might be classed with that of Mrs. 
Toodles in the play. Nor do 1 wish to be considered as treating this 
subject with levity by this comparison, for my feelings are very 
much like Mr. Toodles’ were. 

Responsible as I am for the safety and success of the command 
with which I am intrusted, I claim to know better with my experi- 
ence what is better in any subordinate part of my command even 
than the officer who devotes himself to that part especially. Of what 
use would this ambulance train be on a lost battle-field, and of what 
avail would be to my reputation to plead then excess of incum- 
brances of which I have so often complained? I cannot abandon 
this property without dishonor if it is assigned to me, and thus in 
fightmg—it may be to save it—I fight to save honor and not the 
incumbrance. But this is not true warfare, that has for its object 
injury to the enemy with the least to ourselves, and no army is 
properly organized that contains anything to interfere with this. 
The excess of ambulances and details therefore, I think, form a 
considerable part of that impedimenta with which, in my opinion 
this army has always been unnecessarily afflicted. : 

I will close this lengthy report by urging that the provisions of 
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General Orders, No. 85 (now that I perceive its actual wording to be 
enforced), be modified so that the ambulance force shall be pro rata 
to the strength of regiments. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. K. WARREN, 
Major-General of Volunteers, Commanding Corps. 


GENERAL ORDERS, t HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
No. 6. ARMY OF THE Potomac, January 15, 1864. 


J. The number of surprises and captures that have been made of 
pues: scouts, patrols, and other parties belonging to this command, 
y guerrilla parties in the United States uniform, demand the most 
energetic action of the commanders concerned to prevent such occur- 
rences. 

Hereafter no individual or party of men will be permitted to 
approach within rifle-shot until it is conclusively ascertained what 
is their character and who they really are. Parties of more than 
two persons will be halted at least 300 yards distant, and but one per- 
son under any circumstances will be permitted to advance to identify 
the party. The officer or non-commissioned officer in command will 
be held responsible for the character of the persons they allow to 
approach their position. No excuse will hereafter be accepted for a 
surprise or capture under the plea of the enemy being in our uniform, 
or having false papers, or other pretensions. It is the first duty of 
every officer and soldier to know beyond a doubt every party they 
may come in contact with, and whenever there exists this doubt the 
parties concerned will be secured, and the facts reported immediately 
to the proper headquarters for further action. 

The names of all officers, non-commissioned officers, or privates 
who are surprised on duty and captured by the enemy will hereafter 
be reported to these headquarters. The officers will be recommended 
for dismissal and the enlisted men will be tried by court-martial 
should they prove to be the responsible parties. 

II. Every guerrilla or other rebel wearing the uniform of a United 
States soldier caught in the act of making war against any of the 
forces of this command will be hung on the spot. 

IIIL.. Division commanders will cause this order to be carefully 
read to each of the regiments of their command, that the men and 
officers may fully understand it. A report will be made to these 
headquarters to that effect after these instructions have been read 
out in each division. 

By command of Major-General Pleasonton: 

ii be FP AROONS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. CHIEF ENGR. oF DEFENSES OF WASHINGTON, 
January 15, 1864. 
Col. J. C. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
CoLoNnzEL : I respectfully request to be relieved from duty at this 


place and assigned to duty in the field. 
It is proper to state that I had intended on the close of the cam- 


paign of 1862 to ask to be assigned to duty with troops, believing 
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that after serving two years as an engineer officer I was entitled 
to share with my juniors the advantages in the way of promotion 
attending the command of troops, and the still more important 
advantage of instructing myself in all the duties of the soldier, con- 
vinced that such practice was important to me even for a complete 
knowledge of my duties as an engineer. All intentions of this kind 
were cut short by an order assigning me to the command of Wash- 
ington, its troops, and defenses. It was an important command, 
more important at that moment than it had ever before or since 
been, ane one in its magnitude beyond what my actual rank would 
have authorized me to expect.. Had I preserved it, it would have 
enabled me at the same time to complete the defenses which I, as 
chief engineer of the Army of the Potomac, had commenced. The 
retreat to Washington of the Army of the Potomac and the reinstate- 
ment of General McClellan in its command caused me to be super- 
seded. At no period was the importance of the defenses so fully 
appreciated. It was felt, too, that if they had saved Washington 
they were yet really incomplete and inadequate. The safety of 
Washington was the safety of the nation’s cause, and under this 
feeling, and this only, I accepted a task which rather fell on me by 
force of circumstances than was imposed by superior command. 

That task is essentially completed, and though there may be much 
actual work yet to be done, I do not feel as if there was sufficient 
reason that I should remain in connection with a duty which causes 
me to be considered unavailable for any command or for promotion. 

Iam, very respectfully, your most obedient, . 
J. G.. BARNARD, 
Brigadier-General, &c. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 16, 1864. 
Col. E. D. Townsenp, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington : 

I have the honor to report that up to and including the 14th in- 
stant 20,816 men enlisted in thisarmy as veteran volunteers ; of these, 
5,142 were in the Cavalry Corps. This does not include those re-en- 
listed in General Wheaton’s and Shaler’s brigades since their detach- 


ment from this army. 
JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


GARNETT’S MountaIN SIGNAL STATION, 
January 16, 1864—5 p. m. 
Captain NoRTOoN: ‘ oS 
Enemy’s force on range of hills extending from Clark’s Mountain 
to right of Rapidan railroad bridge seems to have increased. Can 
see camps capable of containing from 12,000 to 15,000 troops, while 
heavy smoke rises from behind some of the ridges. Smoke still very 
heavy in the direction of Orange Court-House. A few cavalry 
patrols on Robertson River. Too misty to see Lieutenant Thickstun’s 


station. 
WIGGINS and CAMP, 
Signal Officers. 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY RESERVE BRIGADE, 
January 16, 1864. 
Capt. T. C. Bacon, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division: 

Captaln: In reply to your communication of yesterday, requiring 
an explanation of the apparent discrepancy between the alleged 
reports made from these headquarters on the 14th instant, of 2,130 
enlisted men present, and of 2,197 serviceable horses, and of 100 dis- 
mounted men in this brigade, I have the honor to make the follow- 
ing explanation: 

The official copy of Special Orders, No. 4, current series, Army of 
the Potomac, furnished to these headquarters from your office, does 
not require a report of the number of officers and enlisted men pres- 
ent, but only of such of them as are present for duty. The special 
field return of this brigade forwarded upon the 13th instant was 
made out in accordance with that order, and although there are more 
than 2,600 enlisted men present in the brigade, only those for duty 
were reported, which amounted in the aggregate to 2,235, instead of 
the number specified in your letter. Had the aggregate number of 
men present been exhibited, it is probable that no doubt upon this 
subject would have arisen ; for taking this aggregate and comparing 
it with the aggregate number of horses reported, both serviceable 
and unserviceable, after deducting officers’ private horses, it will 
very readily be seen that the report of over 100 dismounted men in 
the brigade was undoubtedly correct. 

In regard to the alleged discrepancy between the number of horses 
reported in the memoranda and in the estimate of the brigade 
quartermaster, I pee ny state the following facts: The memo- 
randa report shows simply the number of cavalry horses in the regi- 
ment, z. e., those ridden by soldiers, and in many instances including 
officers’ private horses; whereas report of the brigade quartermaster 
exhibits the total number of horses in the brigade, including those 
used in the quartermaster’s and other staff departments, in each 
regiment and at brigade headquarters, for all of which he is required 
to provide forage. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
\ ALFRED GIBBS, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. V4., January 16, 1864. 
(Received 11.45 a. m.) 
Brig. Gen. G. W. CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff : 
The following dispatch has been received by General Sullivan, by 
which you will learn that the report of yesterday that General Stuart 
was in Leesburg with a large cavalry force is unfounded : 


Hpqgrs. BATTALION P. H. B. CAVALRY, MARYLAND VOLS., 
. Loudoun County, Va., January 16, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Commanding : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I proceeded yesterday morning on the 
proposed scout to Leesburg, via Hillsborough and Waterford. Saw nothing of the 
enemy until we reached Leesburg, where we captured 2 of Mosby’s and 2 of White’s 
command ; also 4 horses and horse equipments, 1 of which was a private horse taken 
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from my camp Sunday morning. From Leesburg we took the Snickersville pike, 
and went 4 miles beyond Purcellville ; from thence the mountain road, through 
Woodgrove, to camp. I gained no information of the movements of White’s or 
Mosby’s command. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c., 
HENRY A. COLE, 
Major, Commanding. 


B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CHAMBERSBURG, Pa., January 16, 1864. 
(Received 1.30 p. m.) 
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

It is reported that a mob will prevent Governor Curtin being in- 
augurated on the 19th instant. Ithink not. By invitation of the 
Legislature committee I shall be present. 

COUCH, 


Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | Hpgrs. MippuE Dept., 8tH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 2. Baltimore, Md., January 16, 1864. 


I. Col. William 8. Fish, First Regiment Connecticut Cavalry, pro- 
vost-marshal Highth Army Corps, is hereby relieved from duty at 
these headquarters, and will report for duty with his regiment. 

2. Maj. H. Z. Hayner, aide-de-camp, is appointed provost-marshal. 
Middle Department, Eighth Army Corps, and will be obeyed and 
respected accordingly. He is subject only to the orders of the de- 
partment commander, will receive instructions from him, and will 
report daily at these headquarters. 

i The Third Regiment Maryland Volunteer Cavalry, Col. Charles 
Carroll Tevis commanding, awaiting transportation, is hereby de- 
tached from the cavalry reserve of this army corps and will report 
directly to these headquarters. 

2. Col. William §. Fish, First Regiment Connecticut Cavalry, is 
assigned to the command of the Cavalry Reserve constituted in 
General Orders, No. 61, of 1863, from these headquarters. 

By order of Brigadier-General Lockwood : 

WM. H. CHESEBROUGH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


JANUARY 17, 1864—1 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. G. G. MEanpz, 


Philadelphia : 
The following telegram has just been received from the General- 
in-Chief : 
WASHINGTON, D. C., January 17, 1864—12.30 p. m. 
Major-General MEADE: d tiny 


* General Grant reports that one division of Ewell’s corps has joined Longstreet in 
East Tennessee, and that another division is expected, e 
H, W, HALLECK, 
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Scouts from these headquarters returned this morning state that 
no re-enforcements have been sent to Longstreet from Lee’s army of 
late. This statement is corroborated by that of a deserter from the 
First Maryland Cavalry, who left his regiment on the 13th instant. 

JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 17, 1864—12.45 p.m. (Received 3.50 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 

Your telegram to General Meade has just been received. General 
Meade has not yet returned. Scouts from these headquarters re- 
turned this morning report : Longstreet has had no re-enforcement 
from Lee of late, and that Heth’s division that went to Staunton on 
Christmas is returning to its old camps near Orange Court-House. 
A deserter from the First Maryland Cavalry (rebel), who left his 
regiment on 13th instant, states no re-enforcements have been sent 
away from Lee’s army to Longstreet of late, and everything is quiet. 

JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
January 17, 1864. 
Major-General FRENCH, 
Commanding Third Corps: 

The report of Colonel Staunton, corps officer of the day, has been 
received and submitted to the commanding general, who directs that 
no citizens be permitted to pass outside the picket-lines without au- 
thority from these headquarters, and all citizens coming in the lines 
will be sent under guard to the provost-marshal-general. 

; S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CULPEPER, VA4., 
January 17, 1864—11.30 p. m. 
Major-General PLEASONTON, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 

GENERAL : The following has just been received and is respectfully 
forwarded : 

GARNET?’S MOUNTAIN SIGNAL STATION, 
January 17, 1864. 
Captain NORTON : 

Contraband just came in says that the troops around Orange Court-House have 
been and are moving toward the river, which may probably account for the increase 
of camps in our front. Cavalry pickets discovered this p. m. this side of Rapidan. 

J. C. WIGGINS, 
Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 


A, A. HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff, 


{ 
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CULPEPER, January 17, 1864. 


Lieut. Col. C. Ross Smita, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps : 

My pickets at Somerville Ford report increased firing of the 
enemy’s pickets and more camp-fires of the enemy near Rapidan 
Station. I have ordered increased vigilance on that front and for 
the patrols and scouts on the right to move out. Will forward any 
information of any event that this demonstration may be intended 


to mask. 
W. MERRITT, 
Brigadver-General. 


FatiRFAX CouRtT-HouwsgE, January 17, 1864. 


Col. J: H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 

The detachment of cavalry sent to Wolf Run Shoals and Dumfries 
returned last night, bringing in one prisoner from the Ninth Virginia 
Infantry. Another detachment sent out day before yesterday 
returned last night, having scouted as far as Goose Creek and found 
everything quiet. Some of General Kelley’s men are reported to 
have been at Leesburg. 

ROSEY GER 


Brigadier-General, Commanding Division. 


FAIRFAX Court-HOousE, January 17, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLor, 
Chief of Staff : 

The cavalry ordered the day before yesterday to Leesburg and 
Snickersville and to return by way of Upperville returned to camp 
at 2 o’clock this a. m., bringing in 1 prisoner from Mosby’s com- 
mand. Colonel Lowell reports all quiet in this vicinity. 

Respectfully, 
R. O. TYLER, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpaqrs. SECOND Bric., Seconp Div., DEPT. or W. Va., 
Petersburg, W. Va., January 17, 1864. 
Lieut. M. J. RUSSELL, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Division : 

LrguTENANT: I beg leave to draw your attention to the transpor- 
tation of supplies from New Creek Station to this place. With the 
breaking up of the present cold weather the roads will become almost 
impassable with mud, This is the concurrent testimony of all the 
responsible citizens of this vicinity and was talked of before you left 
here last fall, when to obviate the difficulty it was proposed to lay in 
a supply of subsistence and forage while the roads were good that 
would last us through the season of bad roads. But instead of get- 
ting ahead in supplies with roads in good condition we have failed 
to receive a full supply. We have supplied ourselves with a large 
amount of forage from this neighborhood, yet withal our men and 
horses have had to be brought down to two-thirds rations, and if we 
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have failed to receive a full supply when roads were good what are 
we to expect when they become bad and nothing more can be had 
here? We will then be compelled to fall back nearer the railroad. 
But then another difficulty will await us ; we will not have transporta- 
tion to enable us to move, for we could not move with our present. 
transportation with the roads in good condition, much less when they 
become bad. Ido not wish to be suggestive to my superiors, but 
knowing these things better perhaps than they are known at head- 
quarters, I think it my duty to repeat them. With the experience 
of the past five months in connection with our trains and the pros- 
pect of bad roads at no distant day, I believe our stay here is at least 
very precarious. The capture of trains at the present time from the 
Creek here would leave us famishing before another could be sent to 
us, and the capture of another train is by no means an improbable 
event, and cannot well be prevented on our part, for the enemy can 
easily bring a larger force to attack it than we can keep in continual 
guard with it. Hven General Meade, with fifty times our force, has 
lost trains when the distance to his base of supplies was but little over 
one-half what ours is. If it be impracticable to remain here during 
the season of bad roads, would it not be better to leave before it would 
become more difficult ? And I might also ask, could we not guard 
the approaches to the railroad as well, if not better, if stationed at 
or near Burlington than we do here? Pardon me if too suggestive. 
Believing that these things are more patent to myself than to others 
I think it best to give them to you. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. THOBURN, 
Colonel. 


{Indorsement. | 


Hp@rs. SEconpD Div., Dept. of WEST VIRGINIA, 

New Creek, W. Va., January 18, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to the general commanding department. 
This paper has been written by Colonel Thoburn without any 

knowledge on his part of my own opinion in this matter, as expressed 
in a late conversation with the general commanding. 
JAS. A. MULLIGAN, 
Colonel. 


oa 


Hpgrs. FourtH Div., Dept. of WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, January 17, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY, 
Commanding Department, Cumberland : 

Refugees and deserters brought in from Page County confirm 
former reports. One who left last Wednesday says Stuart had not 
moved. ‘The rebel conscription is carried on with great vigor. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpgrs. FourtH Div., Dept. of WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, Janwary 17, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY, 
Commanding Department, Cumberland : 
Scouting party returned from Russell’s Tavern, southwest of Win- 
chester 15 miles, report having overtaken scouting party of enemy 
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with a number of cattle. Enemy were scattered and cattle retaken. 
Early and Lee reported gone to Gordonsville. Imboden between 


Cross Keys and Port Republic. 
' WM. W. AVERELL, 


Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS FirtTH ARMY CoRPS, 

| January 18, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 
16th instant with the inclosures.* Without questioning its justice, 
I desire to say that the discipline of the Fifth Corps is probably as 
good as that of any other corps in this army, but that its tempta- 
tions to commit breaches of the kind named are very great. When 
horses, fences, stock, &c., disappear in the vicinity of other corps it 
seems exceptional that the Fifth Corps should be stigmatized for 
lack of discipline. I have seen a car destroyed nearer Brandy than 
Rappahannock Station, and yet the robbers did not belong to my com- 
mand. Aside from ordinary camp and picket duties, troops having 
25 miles of railroad to watch, with the supplies for the whole army 
passing over it, have an amount of duty to perform not reached, it 
is believed, by any other corps in the Army of the Potomac. 

That some irregularities should occur is not unlikely, and I 
exceedingly regret the loss of some little lumber, a dozen bales of 
hay, and a displaced car or so. Still, I do not wish to screen the 
Fifth Corps from any of its acts, and will use every exertion to 
correct the evils brought to my notice. Numerous statements have 
come to me that the railroad has never been better guarded than 
now. 

The military superintendent of railroads states that most of these 
depredations occur east of Bull Run bridge. My jurisdiction ex- 
tends only to that stream. I have sent to my division commanders 
copies of your inclosures, and the circular herein conveyed. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. SYKKS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 


ert HEADQUARTERS FirrH ARMY Corps, 
No. 4. Camp near Rappahannock Station, January 18, 1864. 


1. It is with great mortification that the major-general command- 
ing submits the inclosed communications to his division commanders. 
From them it will be seen that robbery is systematically carried out 
along the line of railroad. The negligence of guards whose specific 
duty is to prevent depredations and insure the safety of trains, 
property, &c., is painfully apparent. The Orange and Alexandria 
Railroad is the means of supply for the Army of the Potomac. The 
supplies passing over it keep that army alive. The safety of the 
road, its material, and what it transports should be to the troops 
assigned for its protection a sacred duty. 

2. Each division commander will himself travel over, or cause a 


*Inclosures not found ; but see Devereux to Ingalls, p, 377. 
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competent staff officer to travel, the portion of the railroad in his 
charge at least once a week; ascertain, by personal inquiry, all 
irregularities that have occurred, either in the detention of trains, 
the loss of property, neglect of guards, or otherwise. Immediate 
steps will be taken by the division general to bring to trial all 
officers and men who have failed in their duty in any one particular. 
Complaints from conductors of trains and officers of the provost- 
marshal-general’s department will be referred to them for settle- 
ment. Reports will be made to these headquarters the day succeed- 
ing this inspection, giving all the information necessary for the 
guidance of the corps commander. 

3. The corps commander will hold the division commanders 
strictly responsible for all neglects taking place on that portion of 
the railroad within the limits of their command. 

4, The commanding officers of the Hleventh U. 8. Infantry and the 
EKighty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers will be held responsible that 
their officers and men perform their duty on the trains as soldiers. 
Sentinels on the cars and along the railroad will be instructed to fire 
upon and kill, if possible, any and all persons attempting to steal 
property from the trains. 

5. Troops are placed along the railroad with the object of protect- 
ing that road and everything belonging to it; not only protecting 
it from the depredations of the enemy, but watching over its cars, 
tanks, materials of construction, bridges, culverts, iron, &c. All 
other considerations are secondary. The orders of the major-general 
commanding, of December 3, 18638, should "have made this circular 
unnecessary. 

6. The military superintendent of the railroad will be instructed 
to report promptly to these headquarters any neglects, depredations,. 
or other irregularities that may take place on the road. 

7. This circular will be‘ read at the head of every regiment and 
detachment in the corps. 

By command of Major-General Sykes : 

FRED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
January 18, 1864. 
Brigadier-General MERRITT : 

It is reported that the troops around Orange Court-House are mov- 
ing toward the river and that the enemy’s cavalry pickets are this 
side of the river. The major-general commanding directs that you 
will gain all the information you can of the enemy’s movements and 
have your command in hand for any emergency, and forward all the 


information you can gain. 
C. ROSS SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Oolonel, Chief of Staff. 


MITCHELL’s, January 18, 1864. 
Captain BAcoN, ' 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
All quiet on the picket-line. The firing of the enemy at Somer- 
ville Ford has ceased. Signal lights seen about 10 p. m. across the 
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river. Enemy’s camp-fires not wholly visible, as they extend over 
the hills outof sight. Nothing unusual observed except the sig- 
nal lights. A sharp watch is kept by my pickets. 
FRED GIBBS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
January 18, 1864. 
General GREGG : 

The patrols of the Third Division were attacked last night near 
Ellis’ Ford. The general directs that you notify your pickets near 
Morrisville to be on the alert. 

EK. B. PARSONS, 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
January 18, 1864. 
General CUSTER, ‘ 
Commanding Third Cavalry Division : 

It is reported that there are two regiments of rebel cavalry within 
our lines scattered about the country. The commanding general 
directs that your command must keep a good lookout, and that you 
must send stronger patrols hereafter. 

K. B. PARSONS, 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
January 18, 1864—9 a. m, 
Lieut. Col. C. Ross Smiru, Chief of Staff: 

I have the honor to report all quiet along my lines at this hour. 
One of my patrols returning from Ellis’ Ford last evening were 
attacked. A captain and 7 men were captured. Another patrol 
from Ely’s Ford were also attacked and 1 man, killed, 2 wounded, 
and 2 prisoners. The particulars will be forwarded this morning. 

G. A. CUSTER, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding Third Cavalry Division. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., January 18, 1864—1 p. m. 
(Received 3.15 p. m.) 
Brig. Gen. G. W. CuLuum, Chief of Staff: 
The following telegram received from General Sullivan. I send 
it to you for the information of the General-in-Chief : ; 


F HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., January 18, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY, Cumberland: 

Scout just in from Winchester. Gilmor lies to right of Strasburg. Imboden and 
White at Woodstock. About 300 men at Fisher’s Hill. Early’s headquarters at 
Harrisonburg. Rosser’s brigade with him, except Seventh Virginia, which, with 
about 200 infantry, are at Mount Jackson, On Friday last 350 cavalry left for, they 
said, Moorefield. 


J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General. 
B. F.. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 
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Hpg@rs. THIRD Bric., First Div., Depr. or W. Va., 
Martinsburg, Va., January 18, 1864. 
Capt. WiLLiAM M. Boon, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


CAPTAIN : On the afternoon of the 15th instant I was informed by 
some citizens of this place that William Dooly, a loyal citizen of 
Winchester, while at church on the Sunday preceding, had been 
seized by certain persons supposed to belong to the rebel army, and 
after being maltreated and threatened, had been forcibly carried off. 
On the following day, 16th instant, I dispatched 50 men of the 
Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry, under command of Lieutenant 
Lewis, to Winchester with orders to demand uf the town authori- 
ties of Winchester the return of Dooly to his family, and to inform 
them that they would be held personally responsible for his abduc- 
tion. Lieutenant Lewis returned yesterday morning, and reports 
that he called on the acting mayor, who [sic], and also Mr. P. 
Williams, one of the town council and a very influential citizen. 
These gentlemen protested against being held responsible for an 
action which they disapproved but could not prevent, but promised 
to exert themselves to have Dooly returned. I report these facts 
for the information of the brigadier-general commanding. . 

Lieutenant Lewis reports that he found some 10 men of the enemy’s 
cavalry in Winchester, but they escaped by a back street. It is 
believed that the men who seized Dooly belonged to Gilmor’s com- 
mand, and were under the immediate command of a Lieutenant 
Gilmor. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. 8. RODGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, January 18, 1864—10 a. m. 


Colonel MuLLIGAN, New Creek: 

A telegram just received from General Sullivan advises me that 
350 cavalry left Mount Jackson for Moorefield on Friday last. Be 
on the alert for them. Advise Thoburn at once. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpagrs. Seconp Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
New Creek, W. Va., January 18, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cumberland, Md. : 

- Captain: Colonel Thoburn, commanding Second Brigade, re- 
ports that on the 15th instant a small squad of the Washington 
Cavalry had a skirmish with McNeill’s company near the Moore- 
field Gap. The enemy were routed, losing 1 killed, 1 wounded, and 
2 captured. We also captured 3 of their horses and full set of arms 
and accouterments. Our loss was nothing. The supply train for 
Petersburg arrived safely, though it was reported Gilmor’s battalion 
was on the Patterson’s Creek Mountains, only deterred from attack- 
ing by the strength of the guard. 


Tam, captain, faithfully, 
JAS. A. MULLIGAN, 
Colonel, 
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CUMBERLAND, January 18, 1864—9 p. m. 
Colonel MULLIGAN, 
New Creek : 

Your telegram received. I do not credit the report of a large 
force being encamped at Lost River. My information is that Gil- 
mor’s battalion is on Baker’s Creek, west of Strasburg. The Seventh 
Virginia Cavalry at Mount Jackson, and Early at Harrisonburg. 
There is in the Shenandoah Valley a force of 8,000 or 10,000 men, 
undoubtedly, but will General Early detach from this force one-half 
of it and send into the South Branch Valley ? Would it not be well 
to send what available cavalry you have to make a scout to Moore- 
field and neighborhood before we determine the question of the with- 


drawal of the troops ? 
B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 18, 1864—1 p. m. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Martinsburg : 

It is reported that about 350 cavalry are between Wardensville 
and Moorefield. If this is reliable they are undoubtedly lying in 
wait for Thoburn’s trains. Order one of your battalions to be held 
in readiness to move at a moment’s notice to cut them off if I find 
it is So. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hogrs. FourtTH Division, Dept. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, January 18, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY, 
Commanding Department, Cumberland : 

Your dispatch received. It would be impossible to cut off a party 
between Wardensville and Moorefield if it was on the alert, as it 
would be very difficult now to cross Lost River. They could get 
away toward Orkney Springs or Columbia Furnace or Devil’s Hole, 
and the party going after them would be liable to be cut off. I 
scarcely credit the report, as forage is very scarce between Wardens- 


ville and Moorefield. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


CONFIDENTIAL. | ‘Hpagrs. Min. Div. oF THE MISSISSIPPI, 
Nashville, Tenn., January 19, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALuEck, 
General-in- Chief of the Army, Washington, D. C. : 

GENERAL : I would respectfully suggest whether an abandonment 
of all previously attempted lines to Richmond is not advisable, and 
in lieu of these one be taken farther south. I would suggest Raleigh, 
N. C., as the objective point and Suffolk as the starting point. 


Raleigh once secured, [ would make New Berne the base of supplies 
until Wilmington is secured. 


nap. XLV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETO.—UNION. 395 


A moving force of 60,000 men would probably be required to start 
on such an expedition. This force would not have to be increased 
unless Lee should withdraw from his present position. In that case 
the necessity: for so large a force on the Potomac would not exist. 
A force moving from Suffolk would destroy first all the roads about 
Weldon, or even as far north as Hicksford. From Weldon to 
Raleigh they would scarcely meet with serious opposition. Once 
there, the most interior line of railway still left to the enemy, in 
fact the only one they would then have, would be so threatened as 
to force him to use a large portion of his army in guarding it. 
This would virtually force an evacuation of Virginia and indirectly 
of East Tennessee. It would throw our armies into new fields, 
where they could partially ive upon the country and would reduce 
the stores of the enemy. It would cause thousands of the North 
Carolina troops to desert and return to their homes. It would give 
us possession of many negroes who are now indirectly aiding the 
rebellion. It would draw the enemy from campaigns of their own 
choosing, and for which they are prepared, to new lines of opera- 
tions never expected to become necessary. It would effectually 
blockade Wilmington, the port now of more value to the enemy 
than all the balance of their sea-coast. It would enable operations 
to commence at once by removing the war to a more southern cli- 
mate, instead of months of inactivity in winter quarters. Other 
advantages might be cited which would be likely to grow out of 
this plan, but these are enough. From your better opportunities of 
studying the country and the armies that would be involved in this 
plan, you will be better able to judge of the practicability of it 
than I possibly can. I have written this in accordance with what I 
understand to be an invitation from you to express my views about 
military operations, and not to insist that any plan of mine should 
be carried out. Whatever course is agreed upon, I shall always 
believe is at least intended for the best, and until fully tested will 
hope to have it prove so. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. 8. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


ee 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS, 
January 19, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. L. THOMAS, 


Adjutant-General : 
GENERAL: If the interests of the service will admit, I have the 


‘honor to request that Wheaton’s brigade, Sixth Corps, now at Har- 


per’s Ferry, may be ordered to join its corps. I make this request 
principally to obviate a difficulty arising from some commanding 
officers of regiments promising their men furloughs at once instead 
of waiting the return of those now gone, in compliance with the 
commanding general’s orders. If this brigade could be sent back, 
it would permit some 300 or 400 men who have re-enlisted and now 
waiting to take their furloughs immediately. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
January 19, 1864. 
Col. C. R. Smita, 


Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 

CoLoNEL: I most respectfully call the attention of the major-gen- 
eral commanding Cavalry Corps to the situation of the regiment 
(Second Pennsylvania Cavalry) now camped near Bealeton. The 
order directing the recent movement of the Second Brigade of this 
division to its present position directed that it should picket toward 
Morrisville, so as to give warning of the approach of an enemy from 
that direction. The Second Pennsylvania Cavalry was placed in 
camp on the road leading from Bealeton to Morrisville, and about 
three-fourths of a mile from the former place. The infantry which 
had been camped in the vicinity had been removed, but it was thought 
only temporarily, as a battery remained. The officer commanding 
the Second Pennsylvania Cavalry reports the battery withdrawn to 
the north side of the railroad, and that no troops are on the south 
side of the railroad in his vicinity. Thus situated, the duties of the 
regiment are severe, having to perform the required picket duty, to 
maintain unusually strong guards for the protection of his own camp 
(which has been fired into at night), and to have a considerable por- 
tion of his horses constantly saddled, because of no support being 
near, and because the regiment from its position is made responsible 
for the safety of the railroad at Bealeton. Owing to the reported 
presence of two regiments of cavalry at Stafford and in that vicinity, 
the regiment at Bealeton is always liable to attack from a superior 
force ; if such should be made, no support being near at hand, much 
injury might be inflicted by the enemy. The duty at Bealeton being 
more than. is required here of a regiment, I would suggest that the 
regiment there should be changed every three days. This is objec- 
tionable, because it would involve a regiment marching 10 miles over 
bad roads to reach the line to be picketed, and much inconvenience 
would result from leaving material in camp here. If a cavalry force 
is required at Bealeton simply to picket and give notice to the troops 
guarding the railroad of the approach of a force of the enemy, I 
would consider 100 men sufficient for such duty, and these might be 
changed every three days. If an entire regiment of cavalry is re- 
quired, I would ask that a supporting force be so placed with refer- 
ence to the camp of this regiment on the south side of the railroad 
that it may not have more responsibility and more duty to perform 
than was intended or should be expected of a regiment whose first 
object at this season should be the care of its horses. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. McM. GREGG, 
Brigadier-General, Comdg. Second Cavalry Division. 


NoRFOLK, Va., January 19, 1864—3 p. m 


(Received 3.30 p. m.) 
Major-General BUTLER 
(Care Secretary of War): 
There is a rumor by flag of truce arrived to-day that rebels are 
evacuating Richmond. Iam ready for any orders you may send. 
\ WISTAR, 
Brigadier-General. 
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+ WASHINGTON, D. C., 
January 20, 1864—11.30 a. m. 
Major-General MADR, or 
Major-General SEDGWIcK, 
Army of the Potomac : 

Two deserters, who left Lee’s army at different times in the early 
part of the month, report the number of rations daily issued at 
45,000, and number of effective men at 38,000, exclusive of 11,000 in 
the Shenandoah Valley under Early, Fitz. Lee, Rosser, and Imboden. 
There can be very little doubt that one division of Ewell’s corps and 
nearly all of Sam. Jones’ force are with Longstreet. General B. F. 
Butler reports that a considerable force has passed through Rich- 
mond within a week, a part taking the North Carolina railroad and 


a part the Lynchburg road. 
H. W. HALLECK, 


General-in-Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 20, 1864—9 p.m. (Received 9.45 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, General-in-Chief : 

* Your dispatch of this date in relation to the strength of Lee’s army 
received. Three deserters from Anderson’s division came in this 
morning, and report that there has been no movement of troops in 
Lee’s army since about December 27, when a portion of Anderson’s 
division marched toward Goldsborough, under Early. <A party of 
fugitive negroes came in to-day from the enemy’s lines, and also 
report no recent movement of troops. 

JNO. SEDGWICK, 


Major-General. 


Pony MounrtaAIN, January 20, 1864—1 p. m. 
Captain DAvIs: 

New camps discovered on the north side of Clark’s Mountain ; also 
small one south-southeast from here and near Orange Court-House. 
No other changes observed. 

PAINE. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
f January 20, 1864. 
Col. C. H. Sm1rH, 
; Commanding Second Brigade, Second Division: 

CoLONEL: The general commanding directs that you send a party 
of 75 men to Auburn and in that vicinity, where it is reported there 
are parties of guerrillas. All the houses in the vicinity will be care- 
fully searched, particularly Mr. Murray’s. The party should leave 
your camp about 5 o’clock to-morrow morning, and be commanded 
by an officer who will perform this duty in a proper manner. You 

- will instruct the officer sent in command to compel the search to be 
made without injury to persons or property. Let the country be 
well scouted. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. ARROWSMITH, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


\ 
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Fort Monrose, Va., January 20, 1864. 
(Received 4.15 p. m.) 


. Major-General BUTLER 
(Care Secretary of War): 


Telegram received. A small cavalry force, under discreet officers, 
instructed not to ask direct questions, but to exhibit anxiety for 
capture of horses and negroes, went out last night. They were 
directed, after passing New Kent, to incline’ toward the White 
House, if they decided to go farther at all, my care being identical 
with that expressed in your telegram. 

‘T. J. WISTAR, 


Brigadier-General. 


GARNETT’S MountvAIN, January 21, 1864. 
CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, 
Headquarters Army of the Potomac: 


The artillery camp at Rapidan railroad bridge has moved, taking 
the two guns at the Wide and the two guns farther up the river. 
No change otherwise. 

WIGGINS and CAMP. 


HEADQUARTERS FirtH ARMy CoRPs, 
Camp near Rappahannock Station, Va., January 21, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. 8S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: 


GENERAL: My headquarters are besieged by citizens representing 
themselves as without the means of support. The number increases 
from day to day. The district of country north of the Rappahan- 
nock from Hartwood Church to Fayetteville is a desert, and the 
inhabitants come to me for bread. I have made issues of a few days 
at a time in conformity with existing orders, but the labor is becom- 
ing so onerous that I cannot continue it. I cannot picket the coun- 
try from Bull Run to the Rappahannock on both sides of the railroad, 
therefore these people (women and children) get within the limits of 
my command. Hither the people must starve, if kept out of the 
camp, or one of the Treasury agents must be sent to register the 
inhabitants and take measures to feed them. 

Common humanity requires that they should be fed, especially as 
they have lost all they possessed, by the Federal Army. I wish to 
know distinctly whether it is the intention of the major-general com- 
manding this army to have these citizens kept out under any and 
all circumstances. Being outside, of course they cannot obtain 
passes to come inside the pickets, and therefore the ‘proper au- 
thority” mentioned in your letter of the 13th instant has no 
existence. 

Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
) ; GEO. SYKES, 
Major-General, Commanding Fifth Corps, 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
OFFICE PRovost-MARSHAL-GENERAL, 
January 23, 1864. 

Respectfully returned. 

General Orders, No. 11, of February 11, 1863, is the only guide 
for the issue or sale of subsistence stores to citizens.* From an in- 
dorsement of Major-General Meade’s, some six or seven weeks ago, I 
learned that application had been made to the War Department for 
some modification of the order, but on a recent visit to the War 
Department I learned unofficially that there was little probability of 
any change in this order. The trade agents of the Treasury Depart- 
ment are only authorized to furnish limited supplies to parties who 
can make payment therefor, on orders approved at this office. No 
provision whatever is made by the Treasury for any others, and 
from a recent interview with Mr. Secretary Chase and other gentle- 
men in office [am led to believe that no action will be had in the 


premises officially. 
M. R. PATRICK, 
Provost-Marshal-General, Army of the Potomac. 


[Second indorsement.] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 27, 1864. 
A Respectfully returned to the commanding officer of the Fifth 
orps. 

The following are the rules that must govern in the sale or issue 
of subsistence to the citizens of this country : 

First. All persons who have the means to purchase stores must 
send their orders for the same to the provost-marshal-general of this 
army, or to the tradeagent of the Treasury Department in Washing- 
ton. 

Second. In the cases of destitute citizens living within the region 
of country occupied by the Fifth Corps, paragraph 4 of General 
Orders, No. 11, of 1863, from these headquarters, will be taken as the 
guide, except that the issues may be made on returns approved by 
the corps commander. The parties must take the oath of allegiance 
in all cases. 

By command of Major-General Sedgwick: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 21, 1864. 
Brigadier-General GREGG, 
Commanding Second Cavalry Division, Warrenton : 
GENERAL: The major-general commanding desires me to say that 
he starts on a twenty-day leave to-morrow morning, and directs that 
you assume command of the Cavalry Corps during his absence. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. ROSS SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


* See Vol, Poa Part I, P. 66, 
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ALEXANDRIA, January 21, 1864. 


Colonel TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

CoLONEL : My men have scouted as usual. They report a rumor 
that White’s cavalry was advancing on the pickets at Vienna. The 
report could not be traced to any reliable source. Last night asmall 
party of guerrillas carried off a number of horses from the vicinity 
of Accotink. They were pursued by the home guards, but succeeded 


in escaping. 
. H. H.. WELLS; 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Provost-Marshal-General. 


Hpgrs. 3D Bric., 1st Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, W. Va,, January 21, 1864. 
Capt. WiLLiam M. Boone, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Dw., Dept. of West Virgina: 

In obedience to orders, I sent a party to Winchester for the purpose 
of arresting the acting mayor and one of the most prominent citi- 
zens of that place, to be heldas hostages for Mr. be The officer 
in command of the party reports that Dr. Fuller, the acting mayor, 
could not be found. Mr. Robert Conrad, the person selected as the 
other hostage, represented his’ state of health and inability to ride on 
horseback as an excuse for not immediately complying with the 
order, and sent a written parole holding himself bound to answer 
the call of the U. 8. authorities whenever made. To-day Mr. Ginn, 
a Union man of high standing, from Winchester, brought me the 
accompanying letters* from Winchester, and represents that to bring 
these men to this place would probably render it unsafe for the 
Union citizens of Winchester to remain there, but thinks that if 
permitted to remain at home on parole they will succeed in return- 
ing Dooly. He says they are already very much alarmed and excited 
by the occurrence. 

Nevertheless, I shall of course obey your original order and send 
a party to make the arrest, unless I receive some discretionary order 
to-morrow. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. S. RODGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. 3D Briac., ist Div., Dept. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, W. Va., January 21, 1864. 
Dr. W. M. FULLER, 


Acting Mayor of Winchester : 

Sir: William Dooly, the citizen arrested by the party of soldiers 
from General Early’s command, was not in any way employed by 
the U. 8. authorities, nor can I discover that he has ever been. The 
arrest of a private citizen for holding loyal sentiments to the Govern- 
ment of the United States will certainly be punished by retaliation, 
and so far as [ am authorized I shall feel it my duty to select the 
most worthy and influential citizens whose sentiments may be sup- 


‘ * Not found, 


Seer sd 
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posed to give countenance to thosemarauders. I have communicated 
with my military superior on the subject, and of course shall be 
governed by his further orders. Inthe mean time I hope and expect 
that you will use every effort to have Dooly returned and prevent 
nee inauguration of a system which will certainly lead to great suf- 
ering. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. 8. RODGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. ist Bric., 4TH Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Beverly, W. Va., January 21, 1864. 
Capt. WILL RuMsEy, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
Captain: I have the honor to apply to you for instructions how 
I shall act with refugees who are coming into our lines to escape 
the draft. They report that every person capable to bear arms from 
sixteen to sixty years of age will be conscripted into the service, and 
in consequence thereof refugees are coming in daily ; they have noth- 
ing to eat and seek work. They also state that a great many more 
are preparing to enter our lines. Some 30 or 40 are reported to he 
on the road hither from Rockingham and Augusta Counties, and are 
expected to be here about middle of next week. Please inform me 
what I shall do with them as soon as possible. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. MOOR, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


[Indorsement. ] 


Respectfully forwarded for the action of the general commanding 
Department of West Virginia. 
INO. HB OLEY; 


Colonel, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. Dept. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
. January 21, 1864. 
Colonel Dutton, 
Commanding, Newport News: 
Order Twenty-fifth Massachusetts and One hundred and eighteenth 
New York to march to Clark’s farm, 2 miles below Yorktown, on the 
main road (either in one or two marches, distance 24 miles), and 
‘camp and report to Yorktown for instructions. 
J. W. SHAFFER, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


———_ 


HEADQUARTERS TENTH U. 8. COLORED TROOPS, 
Drummondtown, Va., January 21, 1864. 
Maj. R. 8. Davis, 


A, A. G., Hdgrs. 18th Army Corps, Dept. Va. and N. C.: 
Str : In accordance with orders received from headquarters Hight- 
eenth Army Corps, dated January 12, 1864, I have the honor to 


26 R R—VOL XXXIII 


402 OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA. W. VA. MD., AND PA, [Cnar. XLV. | 


report that I broke camp at Craney Island on the 17th instant and 
proceeded to Drummondtown, Va., and relieved the First Maryland 
eds Shore] Infantry there on duty. Ihave furthermore sent 

etachments of men properly officered to relieve portions of the 
aforesaid regiment stationed at Cherrystone and Chincoteague 
Island. . 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. H. POWELL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Tenth U. S. Colored Troops. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
January 22, 1864—4.30 p. m. 
Lieut. Col. C. Ross SMITH, 


Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps : 

One of my patrols, numbering about 30 men, was attacked this 
a. m., by about 50 rebels. One man killed and 2 wounded. Particulars 
will be sent as soon as obtained. 

G. A. CUSTER, 
Brigadier-General. 


x 
Hpgrs. Frrst Bric., THirD Div., CAVALRY CORPS, 
January 23, 1864. 
Capt. L. G. Esrss, 


Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Captain: In compliance with instructions just received from the 
brigadier-general commanding division, I have the honor to submit 
the following report : 

Lieutenant Munson, Fifth New York Cavalry, with 30 men of 
same regiment, left the reserve near Southard’s Cross-Roads at 2.30 
p. m. yesterday, to patrol to Ellis’ Ford. When within short distance 
of the ford and in dense pine woods they were suddenly fired upon 
from rear and both sides of the road by from 60 to 70 dismounted 
men, most of them wearing the United States blue overcoats. 
Wheeling about, Lieutenant Munson with his men charged, repuls- 
ing the enemy instantly and putting him to flight through the woods. 
Several of the rebels were wounded. We had 1 man killed and 4 
wounded, besides 3 horses killed. 

penser pursuit was impossible on account of the thickness of the 
woods. 

Very respectfully, 


H. EK. DAVIKS, JR., 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DrIviston, 


January 23, 1864—8,.30 a. m. 
Lieut. Col. C. Ross Smrra, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps ; 
All quiet along my lines this morning. My patrol attacked yes- 
Ladiaet ore ot in repulsing the enemy. Our loss, 1 killed and 4 
wounded, 


te: G. A. CUSTER, 
Brigadver-General, Commanding Third Division. 
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; (Received 3.35 p. m.) 
Brig. Gen. G. W. CuLuLum, Chief of Staff: 


The following telegram just received and forwarded for the infor- 
mation of the General-in-Chief : 


_ Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., January 23, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY, Cumberland, Md. : 


My scout this morning to Strasburg numbers 745 men. Ninety-seven deserters 
have reported at this post since 1st January. The President’s amnesty is having 
good effect. I am scattering it all through the country. 

J. C. SULLIVAN, 


Brigadier-General. 


Bok. KELEEY,; 
Brigader-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, 
Petersburg, W. Va., January 23, 1864. 
Lieut. M. J. RUSSELL, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Dw., Dept. of West Va. : 
LIEUTENANT: Twenty-five refugees and deserters arrived this 
evening from Augusta and Rockingham Counties. They confirm 
previous reports concerning the whereabouts of the enemy, and all 
agree that Fitzhugh Lee with two brigades has gone to Charlottes- 
ville and gone into winter quarters. Rosser’s brigad@ is at Timber- 
ville. One young man says that Imboden is encamped on his (the 
young man’s) father’s farm, within 1 mile of Mount Crawford, with 
one company picketing Brock’s Gap. General Harly is at Taylor’s 
Springs, within 3 miles of Harrisonburg. They all say that the 
late rebel conscription act will drive forty-nine out of fifty of those 
conscripted out of the.country. An immense tide of emigration 
northward will set in as soon as winter is over. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. THOBURN, 
Colonel. 


[Indorsement. | 


Hpagrs. SEconp Div., Dept. of WEST VIRGINIA, 
; New Creek, W.Va., January 24, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded for the information of the general com- 


_ manding department. ’ 
JAS. A. MULLIGAN, 
Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE CAVALRY, 
Charleston, W. Va., January 23, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. E. P. Scammon, Pee 
Comdg. Third Division, Department of West Virginia: 
GENERAL: It is my painful duty, after four months of hard labor, 
to place my command in a state of complete efficiency for field duty, 
to make you the following statement : ; 
My brigade is composed, as you know, as follows: Thirty-fourth 
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Regiment Mounted Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Second Regiment Vir- 
ginia Cavalry Volunteers, four companies Third Virginia Cavalry,. 
two companies First Virginia Cavalry, and Simmonds’ battery. 
Three companies of the Third Virginia Cavalry are detached from 
this command ;.also two companies of the First Virginia Cavalry 
and one of the Second Virginia Cavalry, which companies, when my 
command moves, remain at the different places where they are de- 
tached. The consequences are that my command is somewhat weak ; 
more than this, those companies are never drilled, and discipline is 
unknown to them. This is the consequence of all detachments far 
away from their commands. In assuming command in the valley it 
was understood that I was to have four regiments of cavalry, which 
regiments I have been expecting for months, but never received, and 
for which I have applied many times without any success. Three 
companies, however, were sentto me, but in what shape ? They were 
in so poor condition that I was unable to use them for fear of dis- 
grace. Now those companies have been drilled and disciplined by me 
in person, and are now able to make good service. The numerous de- 
tachments and parties that I am obliged to furnish every day oblige 
me to beg for some more cavalry for next spring. The circumstances 
which oblige me to apply for more cavalry are the following : 

First, being weak, as mentioned above; second, to have constantly 
on hand a cavalry well drilled and well disciplined, without being 
obliged to rely on the different detachments to join me or the differ- 
ent parties sent out in case of attack, which case the concentration 
will be too long, and in case also that my enemy being enterprising 
I would have to share a disaster, which sometimes brings shame on 
the commanding officer ; third, the part of the country which I oc- 
cupy with my command requires a great vigilance from the cavalry 
service, the enemy being able to make at any time some raids, which 
raids, if IT want to capture the enemy, requires me to send on all the 
roads my cavalry to intercept the marauders ; fourth, to protect the 
property of loyal citizens against guerrilla parties, which are fre- 
quent, and which parties generally succeed for the want of cavalry 
in this department. 

Hoping that this statement shall be taken in full consideration, I 
hope that the proper authorities will see that I be provided with 
some more cavalry for next spring. 

_My artillery is-well supplied with horses, but the caissons and car- 
riages, having been in the service for nearly three years, are com- 
pletely worn out. Inspection reports have been sent in for nearly 
one month, and no reply to them, for what isto be done. As it is 
very important that my artillery be placed for action without delay 
I beg that the proper course be taken at once. ; 

Requisitions and communications are generally promptly done in 
my command, but I must confess that the neglect lies somewhere ; 
for instance, some communications have been sent by me since two 
months, and yet no answer received. Requisitions ire been sent 
in for months, and it seems tome that it is impossible to get them 
filled up. Requisitions have been sent by the Second Virginia Cav- 
alry for ammunition near two months since, and this regiment to- 
day is unfit for duty, having not a single cartridge since its return 
from Lewisburg. This ought to be corrected at once; only think 
of the consequences. 

The transportation is very poor. This command is provided with, 
generally, old wagons, which have been used since the spring of the 
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actual war, and no new ones can be supplied to us; why, I do not 
know. The two expeditions made against Lewisburg have shown 
plainly how worthless the means of transportation are. Old wagons 
ought not to be repaired when they are too old; from these come the 
deficiency of our transportation. 

General, I want you to understand that I do not blame any one, 
but it is my duty as a soldier and as a general officer to make such a 
statement, which statement I hope will be taken in consideration. 


Iam, general, respectfully, yours, j 
AlN DUM ET, 


General, Commanding Cavalry. 


Hogrs. MIDDLE DEPARTMENT, EIGHTH ARMY CoRPS, 
Baltimore, Md., January 23, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLeEck, 

General-in-Chief, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 

communication of the 19th instant, requesting a report in round 
numbers of the strength and present position of the troops in this 
department, with what forces can be spared to send on an expedi- 
tion out of the department, and in reply to inclose in tabular form 
a report of the exact condition of this command.* The Ninth and 
Tenth Regiments Maryland Volunteer Infantry, First Battalion 
Delaware Volunteer Cavalry, and the Baltimore Battery Light Ar- 
tillery, and Battery H, Third Pennsylvania Artillery, can be spared 
from this command ; but the Ninth and Tenth Maryland Volunteers 
would be of no service on an expedition out of this department, as 
their term of service expires, respectively, February 13 and January 
29, 1864. 


*Inclosure not found. 
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showing the exact duty which each regiment and detachment of this 
command is performing, with the information that the exigencies of 
the public service forbid my recommending their removal or transfer. 
I beg in conclusion to state that the delay in sending this report 
has occasioned me much mortification, but was unavoidable, owing 
to the regiments within this command having lately received re- 
cruits from their respective States not heretofore reported to these 
headquarters, and I was desirous of sending as correct and full a 
report of the condition of the command as could be made. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY H. LOCKWOOD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Fort Monrog, January 28, 1864. 
(Received 3.35 p. m.) 
Hon. EpwIn M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 


A table servant of Jeff. Davis has come within our lines. I have 
examined him and think him truthful and reliable, and his informa- 
tion of sufficient consequence to send him to you. He reports, and 
I believe him, the rebel Vice-President having fled to Hurope with- 
out the knowledge of Davis. The boy’s name is James Pemberton. 
IT send by mail minutes of a hurried examination. 

BoE BUTTER, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 24, 1864—3 p.m. (Received 3.30 p. m.) 
Brig. Gen. G. W. CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff: 

The only information collected at these headquarters as yet re- 
specting the movements of troops from Lee’s army is the follow- 
ing: Corse’s brigade, Pickett’s division, is now near Longstreet and 
undoubtedly under his command. Barton’s and Hunton’s brigades, 
of Pickett’s division, formerly Armistead’s and Garnett’s brigades, 
passed through Petersburg on the 14th instant on their way to North 
Certs, to guard against a movement from General Butler, it was 
said. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff. 


Pony Mountatn, January 24, 1864—12 m. 
Captain DAvIs, 
Headquarters Army of the Potomac : 
A large column of smoke seen between 9 and.11 this a. m. at 
northern base of Fox Mountain, Could discover no troops in that 
vicinity. : 


PAINE. 
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Pony Mountatn, January 24, 1864—3.30 p. m. 
Captain Davis: 

Good view to-day. Camp reported on Clark’s Mountain consists 
of not more than two regiments of infantry. No change in position 
of troops along the river. 

PAINE. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 24, 1864. 
Major-General NEwTon: 

The major-general commanding directs that the left of the picket- 
line of your corps be thrown forward, connecting with the right 
of the Third Corps near the Church Cross-Roads, and that in this 
movement you act in concert with General French. The order to 
advance his line has been telegraphed to General French. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 24, 1864, 
Major-General FRENCH; 
Commanding Third Corps : 

The major-general commanding directs that the picket-line of 
your corps be advanced south of Pony Mountain, the right of your 
line connecting with the left of the picket-line of the First Corps 
near the Church Cross-Roads, and that in this movement you act in 
concert with General Newton. General Newton has been tele- 


graphed to. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff to Comdg. General. 


[Indorsement. | 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CORPS, 
January 24, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to Colonel Leonard, corps officer of the day, 
who will comply with the within orders. 
By command of Major-General French : 
JNO. M. NORVELL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD ARMY CORPS, 
: January 24, 1864. 
Major-General NEWTON : 
Have received dispatch from headquarters Army of the Potomac 
ordering me to advance my picket-line south of Pony Mountain, the 
movement to be made in conjunction with you. I propose to move 


to-morrow morning ; will that suit you? Please answer. 
. FRENCH, 
Major-General, 
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Hpars. First Army Corps, Culpeper, January 24, 1864. 
Major-General Frencu, Third Army Corps: 

I have been directed to throw forward my pickets, in connection 
with your right, near the Church Cross-Roads. If it is not impor- 
tant that it be done at once, I propose that it be delayed until to- 
morrow morning, when your general officer of the day and mine 
meet on the right of your line, say at 12 m., and carry the order 
into effect. Please answer. 

JNO. NEWTON, 


Major-General. 


Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, January 24, 1864. 
Brigadier-General GREGG, Commanding Cavalry Corps: 


The following dispatch just received from signal officer.* I have 
telegraphed to General Merritt and inquired if he has had any 


report from that vicinity to-day. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE Potomac, January 24, 1864—12.45 p. m. 
Brigadier-General MERRITT : 

The signal officer on Pony Mountain has just reported that a large 
column of smoke was seen at the north base of Fox Mountain 
between 9 and 11 o’clock this morning; he could discover no troops 
in that vicinity. Have you any report from that vicinity to-day ? 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Hpars. ARMY OF THE PoToMAc, ENGINEER DEPT., 
January 24, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. C. Ross Smiru, Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 

Str: Lieutenant Mackenzie, Corps of Engineers, has been directed 
to examine the enemy’s works on this side of the Rapidan. If it 
does not storm, he will be at Mitchell’s Station to-morrow. Will 
you please direct the officer in command of the cavalry in that 
vicinity to furnish him with a suitable escort ? 

Very respectfully, 
J. C. DUANE, 


Major of Engineers. 


CULPEPER, January 24, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. C. Ross Smiru, Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 

Your dispatch with reference to detail for engineer officer was 
received and the necessary orders given. A smoke reported, through 
army headquarters, by the signal officer proved to be, as a reconnais- 
sance sent out by me found, at the foot of Thoroughfare Mountain. 

W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier- General. 


* See Paine to Davis, 12 m., p. 406, 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, t Hpqgrs. DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 14. Cumberland, Md., January 24, 1864. 
* * * * Eo * * 


4. It appearing that numbers of persons, refugees from States in 
rebellion, arrive daily at the stations of New Creek and Petersburg, 
W. Va., in a miserably destitute and suffering condition, and that 
issues of subsistence stores to such persons are absolutely necessary, 
and as from the nature of the case it is impossible to provide in 
orders from these headquarters how many rations shall be issued per 
- day, it is directed, in pursuance of authority from the honorable Sec- 
retary of War, under date of April 22, 1863, that Col. James A. 
Mulligan, commanding Second Division, cause such issue to be made 
to all destitute persons so arriving as will afford them the necessary 
relief, the issue to exceed in no case one ration per day to each per- 
son so arriving, and to continue during such time as it may be 
necessary for them to remain at the aforesaid stations. 

By order of Brig. Gen. B. F. Kelley: 

T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. 3D Bria., 1st Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
> Martinsburg, W. Va., January 24, 1864. 


Capt. W. M. Boong, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Div., Dept. of West Virginia: 


On the 22d instant I dispatched Captain Shawhan, One hundred and 
twenty-third Ohio Volunteers, with a party of cavalry and infantry, 
to Winchester, for the purpose of bringing back a small quantity of 
wool, the property of Mr. A. H. Griffith, the circumstances attending 
which have already been reported. Captain Shawhan was also in- 
structed to arrest and bring to these headquarters two of the most 
prominent citizens of Winchester, in retaliation for the abduction of 
William Dooly by persons apparently acting by the authority of the 
rebel Government. Captain Shawhan returned with the wool and the 
Rev. A. H. H. Boyd; most of the other citizens of any prominence 
were either unfortunately absent from [home] or in such a delicate 
state of health that they were permitted to remain. Dr. Boyd is_ 
fortunately in good health, and his arrest has caused apparently 
some anxiety for the fate of William Dooly. I understand he is a 
gentleman of great influence and respectability, and has exerted 
himself in several instances in behalf of Union men in trouble, par- 
ticularly in the case of Mr. G. W. Ginn and Mr. Frank Meredith 
and others. I therefore forward the inclosed application* for the 
consideration of the brigadier-general commanding. 

Dr. Boyd is here in arrest, but at the request of Union men he is 
on parole in his quarters at a private house. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. 8. RODGERS, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


* Not found. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 25, 1864. 
Major General Newton, 
Commanding First Corps: 

The major-general commanding desires to know whether in your 
opinion it is not desirable to withdraw the brigade at Cedar Mount- 
ain to the near vicinity of the brigade at Mitchell’s Station or to the 
nearest point to that station, where suitable camp grounds can be 
found, and, if so, where such grounds can be found. 

. A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD ARMY CORPS, 
January 25, 1864. 
Major-General NEWTON : 

General Mott, corps officer of the day, was directed to change the 
line to-day. A staff officer will be sent out to direct the movement 
of the picket-line at 12 m. to-morrow. 

W. H. FRENCH, 


Major-General of Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS First ARMY CORPS, 
January 25, 1864, 
Major-General FRENCH, 
Commanding Third Corps: 

My general officer of the day has waited on the picket-line at the 
point designated until 4 p. m. without your officer making his ap- 
pearance. I propose the line move at 12 o’clock to-morrow punc- 
tually. Please inform me if your line will move at the same time. 

JNO. NEWTON, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CoRPs, 


January 25, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. 8. WILLIAMS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: 
_ GENERAL: In obedience to existing orders, I have the honor to 
submit the following field report of this command : 


Present, Absent. 
Command. 
Officers. | Men. | Officers. | Men. 
ISUSE MD IVESION eite, encase ate eile caste ort see ciate cake eT eRe RCT 180 | 4,088 170 2, 248 
SOGG ANDI VISIO c/n uycicte, 4 2's atovels!cloie s/binlee Saeletn Sear ee ete eter 288 | 5,268 202 2° 959 
Unga) (Dyas (0)01 es See Gea RRR 8 ie A nt em air 318. | 5,374 
Artillery Brigade c.icrcoih-61a.<-6 5-015. 0b ee 24 | B52 14| 201 


442 | 10,208 699 | 10,782 


aSecond Brigade,-Third Division, attached. 
6 First and Third Brigades, Third Division, detached. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General. 
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CULPEPER, January 25, 1864., 
Col. C. Ross Smitu, Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps : 

A deserter from the enemy assigned to Mosby has come in, and he 
reports that the enemy’s mounted cavalry is down toward Fred- 
ericksburg, their dismounted men doing picket duty in our front. 
Mosby is said to be at Markham, on Manassas Gap Railroad, with 
five companies of cavalry. 

W. MERRITT, 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ENGINEER BRIGADE, 
Washington, D. C., January 25, 1864. 
General J. G. Torrren, Chief Engineer: 

Sir: I have the honor to forward the reports (delayed at first by 
the necessity of sending to the front, and since by other duties) in 
reply to the request of the Department of the 8th ultimo, desiring 
information as to the modifications that could advantageously be 
made in the fitting out of pontoon trains. 

I now inclose the reports of three of my most experienced officers, 
each of which I can commend to the careful consideration of Mr. 
Trowbridge, while I have added to each special marginal notes of 
my own where they seemed to be advisable, the most important of 
which I may here recapitulate, with other opinions as to the substi- 
' tute for general service of canvas-covered frame boats for the modi- 
fied French pontoon now in use. 

Generally, then, as to the modification of the bridge portion proper 
of the material, I feel I can safely recommend that the trestle so 
universally reported against shall be dispensed with hereafter, though 
I would retain the ‘‘saddle” timbers for the trains. I ‘would dis- 
pense with the present claw-balks, using instead the ordinary balk, 
which in all cases should be cut one-half inch deep by one inch wide 
in two places, on opposite sides, at the proper distances near each 
end to receive the ropes that lash them together. 

The claw pieces proposed by Lieutenant-Colonel Spaulding are 
often very convenient, but can generally be added by the troops 
using them, though in dispensing with the present claw-balks an 
equal number of common balks might have these claw pieces securely 
placed on them at the manufactory. 

The chess in all cases should be riveted near each end and shoulder. 
The lashings, anchors and attachments of anchors, instruments, &c., 
should be as approved in the marginal notes, and a change not al- 
luded to by these officers should be made in the chains attaching the 
boat to the hind wheels. The lower link of this chain should be a ~ 
flat bar, say of 4-inch by 2-inch iron 1 foot long, so that no common 
chain link could hang below the top of the tire to catch and break 
the spokes. 

The change in harness as suggested by Lieutenant-Colonel Spauld- 
ing; is important, doubtless, and whiffletrees in front of the wheel 
animals should, as far as possible, be dispensed with, and though not 
needed, as a reply to Mr. Trowbridge’s letter I would say that noth- 
ing whatever can insure promptness and efficiency for pontoon trains 
till trained animals and drivers are kept expressly for them, while, 
for efficiency, with every bridge train on a march there should be a 
company of pontoniers mounted. One company so provided with 
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horses and the proper arms, say the short 2-foot barrel rifle and 
Sharps sword bayonet, will be worth more than any regiment of 
infantry to aid parts of a train in difficulties or to repel attacks. 
Of this my experience with trains leaves me not the slightest doubt. 

As to Lieutenant-Colonel Spaulding’s proposition for three or four 
canvas boats for each train, to carry over troops to drive off opposing 
forces, although referred to in my marginal notes, I would here say 
more distinctly, I do not think this expedient, for if opposition is to 
be expected the troops should be thrown over in large masses, strong 
enough to bear down all probable opposition, and not by driblets of 
three or four canvas boat loads at a time. 

It was by thus transporting troops in masses that, heavy as the 
wooden pontoons are, I had the bridges laid on the 29th of April last 
at the Franklin Crossing, below Fredericksburg, in the face of a fire 
from rifle-pits, without the loss of a single life; and this was done 
by carrying the wooden boats about 14 miles by hand, to avoid the 
alarm sound of the pontoons, very peculiar on bad roads, and much 
like that of artillery. Captain Reese, of the Engineer Corps, reported 
to me that on trial he found that 36 men could carry one pontoon, 
and as he felt certain ‘‘ with one rest, even to the river ”(the 13 miles 
stated). I had double this number of volunteers detailed, and at the 
principal point where I remained this method was a complete success. 
At the lower position, where I went only to start the pontoon, as I 
did dismounted, my orders were countermanded after I left and the 
boats reloaded, the result of which was a full preparation to meet us 
by the enemy, and a repulse, with a delay of several hours, and a 
final laying of bridge only with a severe lossin killed and wounded. 
This leads me to think that where the bridge cannot be laid by 
method of the simultaneous lays, and swinging the long raft with 
the 20 men concealed in each pontoon, the whole of the boats 
should be first employed for the passage of the attacking forces. 
On another point still a great advantage can be gained in the con- 
struction of these wooden pontoons by reducing their length by 
cutting them off at the bow and stern, leaving the pontoon pretty 
much of the present shape, though the ends might be slightly 
changed in shape if deemed expedient. 

The modification I propose (of which I inclose sketch*) in the 
French pontoon isto take off 3 feet in length from the bow and 2 
feet from the stern, while the “ floor” remains of the same length, 
the ends to the depth of one plank downward to be of a thick 


plank or timber, witha shield or bunter which should slope about — 


3 inches outward. The bottom planks should then be bent up to the 
lower edge of this upper plank, if they will admit of such a curva- 
ture ; if not, another plank across the end between the ‘‘ middle 
streaks” can be substituted about over the ‘“‘chord” of the bent 
part, and the bottom plank only bent in that case as far upward as 
the upper edge of the lower side plank. This will prevent, or avoid 
toa very great extent, the most fruitful source of injuries to the 
poneegne during land carriage—the great overhanging weight at the 

ow and stern, and though it appears to take from it some buoyant 
power, the position of that power is such that it is scarcely ever 
used, or necessary ; and while it still leaves nearly all of the buoy- 
ant power that is generally used or required, it reduces the length 
of the boat 5 feet, of very great advantage in transportation and 


*See p. 413, 
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for concealment on marches, which is often very important. But 
still further, it makes it far easier to obtain the proper planking in 
single lengths, the only way in which these boats should ever be 
constructed to secure the proper strength and tightness. Of the 
great advantage of this reduction in lengtk of the wooden pontoons 
I have not the slightest doubt ; but the main question is, are these 
wooden pontoons the best and most expedient for use with an army 
where much land transportation is required ? I have no hesitation 
in expressing my belief that they are not the best, and I doubt not 
that, except where they may be needed for permanent bridges, or 
where they can have water transportation the greater part of the 
distance, the iron pontoon of somewhat near the form proposed by 
Mr. Francis, when strengthened in some parts and with some slight 
modification, will be altogether the best under all circumstances for 
field service. But of those now in use with us I give the preference 
altogether for field transportation to the canvas pontoon-boat, and 
of the present length, 22 feet, which appears to be sufficient. 

On the march to Chancellorsville in April last three corps with 
their artillery passed most successfully over such a bridge, a couple 
of buckets only being ample for the bailing of all the boats. The 
pontoon itself, complete, weighs less than 700 pounds, being from 
two-fifths to less than two-sevenths of the wooden pontoon, and is 
such that while the bridge part proper remains the same, the total 
number of animals need not be ‘more than two-thirds of those re- 
quired for the ordinary trains ; while there are no large, heavy, and 
unwieldly loads, as is the case with the wooden pontoons—about two- 
thirds of such trains. This secures greater rapidity and facility of 
movement. While the first cost of the canvas pontoon is less, and 
taking into account the repairs of wooden pontoons so constantly 
necessary, especially in hot climates and always after marches, I 
feel safe in saying it is cheaper and more durable in the long run. 
Iam so convinced of this that I have no hesitation in recommend- 
ing for future use the canvas pontoon trains for the general service 
of our armies, the wooden boats being retained, or constructed only 
for special cases where they are manifestly indispensable and will 
not require much land transportation. 

On one subject further with reference to these pontoon trains it 
may be proper to express my opinion, which is most decided, that 
either at this point or at some other position, if there be one as suit- 
able, which I do not think to be the case, however, all things con- 
sidered, there should be a depot for recruits for the drill of ponto- 
niers for all the armies. Such selected depot or station for drill is 
more important, as I do not hesitate to say, for this than for any 
other arm of the service, for, as it is obvious, the tactical drills of 
artillery, infantry, and cavalry, and even the practice of engineers in 
the construction of field-works, gabions, fascines, can be carried on 
almost anywhere, even in the very front of the enemy ; but this is 
not the case with pontoon drills, which must be at the rear, in some 
selected position, away from the front or rivers (usually the dividing 
lines), near which the trained pontoniers should be with their equip- 
age. I have had a full experience in relation to this point in my 
efforts for the drill of parts of my command at Belle Plain and else- 
where last season. After much of labor to the troops by the con- 
stant transfer of small portions of the command to those points for 
pontoon drill, the results were far from satisfactory, while within the 
first few weeks after my command reached this position the progress 
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was even astonishing. The bridges here, of a length of 1,300 feet, were 
soon laid complete in 20 to 25 minutes by the men of some previous 
experience, though soon after when the raw recruits were added to 
the command and joined in the drill I found the time protracted 
to an hour or more, even by the same method of laying the bridges. 

At this post, after its occupation for more than two years past as 
the depot for repairs and drills, Iam now erecting barracks for 900 
men (or about one-fourth of the organization of my two regiments), 
about the number that might ordinarily be found, except in the 
active season, requiring instructions in pontoniering, for which this 
position is admirably adapted in every respect. And I would re- 
spectfully suggest for your consideration the propriety of this 
position being made the depot of instruction of pontoniers for all 
the armies. 

I may add in justice to myself that I do not make this suggestion 
with the desire of continuing here as the commandant of this depot, 
for though ready to obey any order given me or do any duty I shall 
never desire to have any position, whatever its rank, emolument, or 
power, while the command of a fighting corps at the front could be 
obtained. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
H. W. BENHAM, 
Brigadier-General. 
[Inclosure No. 1.]* 


Hpgrs. DETACHMENT 50TH NEW YORK VOL. ENGINEERS, 
Rappahannock Station, Va., December 12, 1863. 


Maj. J. C. DUANE, 
Chief Engineer, Army of the Potomac: 

Masor: I have now in the field a bridge train of forty pontoons 
(French bateaux), and perhaps I can best comply with your request 
that ‘‘I should give my views upon the matters contained in Mr. 
Trowbridge’s letter to General Totten” by giving in tabular form a 
detailed statement of the organization of this train. 

At present this train is divided into four sections, or four independ- 
ent trains of ten boats each, each complete of itself, and a fifth train 
containing intrenching tools, quartermaster’s and commissary stores, 
&c., and a small amount of surplus and reserve bridge material. 
The following is the arrangement of these trains: 


Wagons. 4 g q 
& s s 
Kind of loads. 5 5 ® | 
No. | Kind. A ee beste 
o | o | o d 
Train No 1. 
Boat, long balks, anchor, cable, oars, &C.......-.-.+-++eee eee 10 | Pontoon. ) 
Abutment sills, claw-balks, rammers, &C......-.....-0+--0055 I Rontoon.|>) 12: jac -ceullisee= = = 96 
ongihalks (16), anchor, Wcable (0. jon.. ones eretnsesceres 1 | Pontoon. ‘ 
OPER. (ED EQ ONG json Gs belOo 6 GO OnE C ee Got aE Dae Een OE ap De 4 | Chess ...}) 
uartermaster’s baggage and stores ... ..:....+-+-se.seeee 1| Army... | 
fficers’ and company baggage, rations, company tool- 1 |) Army. ‘ 
chest. \ shal lege 90 
Teamsters’ baggage, rations, and picket-ropes..........-.... 1 | Army 
LNGTe? Parti Sey ame een enbce's OoU sO RBUAC sdodos Uae eS eRenEoderDEdeenod 1 | Army. 
PRAVEEN TOLLS «22 soed leap ote secs sores seo a evilewesies 1 | Forge 
PICOEELL LTA CLEMO Oph eye aid chee oie oils eye) s\0\5 0] oie' ee #)a]waLocele! ain wioie!e SONG Rar eae: os 12 SSIES cc 186 


- *The foot-notes to inclosures Nos. 1, 2, and 8 are entered in the margin of the 
originals by General Benham. 
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Kind of loads. 


Train No. 2. 


Boat, long balks, anchor, cable, oars, &c 

Abutment sills, claw-balks, rammers, &c 
Long balks (16), 1 anchor, 1 cable 
Chess (60 each) 
pisces and company baggage, rations, company tool- 

chest. 

Teamsters’ baggage, rations, and picket-ropes 
Forage 


Mobal imibrainsNoss seme sy eccrsssiee nas etisalat 
Train No. 3. 


Boat, long balks, anchor, cable, oars, &c 
Abutment sills, claw-balks, rammers...........--....+-.----- 
Long balks (16), 1 anchor, 1 cable 
Chess (60 each) 
Birt ria and company baggage, rations, company tool- 
chest. 
Teamsters’ baggage, rations, and picket-ropes 
. Forage 


Total in train No.3 
Train No. 4. 


« 


Boat, long balks, anchor, cable, oars, &¢ 
Abutment sills, claw-balks, rammers 
Long balks (16), 1 anchor, 1 cable 
Chess (60 each) 
Dicer and company baggage, rations, company tool- 
chest. 
Teamsters’ baggage, rations, and picket-ropes 
Forage 


Motalin train: INOf4 ccc steeac sesacek ewes ten eee see 


Train No. 5. 


Abutment sills, claw-balks, rammers, &c 
Extra long balks (16 each) 
AEXVP ACNE SEs (OO) CACO) Mavs stocracudee Ceviche ete sitter ticreaniee Dee ate 
Extra cordage, buckets, lanterns, &¢...................-+----- 
Intrenching tools, &c 
MELO UAT LORS Mott cies oieie.a.v senor swe cisiccisieh eincreine cern ela eeecioe 
Quartermaster’s stores 
LOR IGA IS UOT OS esta aie relate ole day sloret eel ace, doses Meee 
CONMMISSARY SLOLES.© oo ce noe cece tee et ce eee cae eee 
Carpenters’ tool-chest, shoeing frames ...................... 
Teamsters’ baggage, rations, and picket-ropes 
Forage 


Summary. 


INGE INOS oe Bc CSS EOP SE ee ae cn Do ana SR eR dle oat i 
AUTRENUTY INGA Be 3 ieeeeens eaten Sn en i RR ge Ee 
STEP EUTTL ONO reb tee re reiete sc ce reiehss odessa ince seconde wisiasoueusucetctee COO 
GW TEIN INOS? ES ageac CECE CRME Gs ACOACE OE ARE Sess ASICS Hah Sean ss 
ARATE IN ORGIES oR AO DOA TO AGUS atc ae ero eae eros, concen 
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Wagons. zB 4 g 
® Co) a 3 
Non isind. “ee ane E 
(oo) o a 
10 | Pontoon.| ) 
1s} (Pontoons|i-tdei an eetaa| ee ciae 96 
1 | Pontoon. ( 
4 | Chess... 
1| Army... S "8 
Thee see LON ae ene 
7 | Army... 
25 ||. cents ee 12 ACP eae oe 174 
10 | Pontoon. ) 
| “Pontoon: 12a) -epeenieaees 96 
1 | Pontoon. ‘i 
4) Chess... 
1.) Army. .. a as 
Neotel) lodge &3 ( 
|) Agama. oe | 
6° Army... 
24 been ise 12 DP Wiesreevss 168 
10\| Pontoon. 
1 | Pontoon. nl eerie janes 84 96 
1 | Pontoon. 
4 | Chess... | 
1 | Army... — 3 
ree ee RleHid 7 
6 | Army... 
OA: | Ree a eatee 12 UES ar aes 168 
1 | Pontoon,|} | 
2 Pontoon. ( Silesian eae 24 
4 Chess... 
1 gArmyersltreee. ON eateeee 36 
1) Army... j 
1| Army...| | 9 8 
1 | Army. ..|(0otcfte 2 
1} Army... 
6 ys 5 
1 FEV. 
1| Army...|{-"*- 19). 2eoee 114 
8 | Army... | 
2) Forge... 
ape & 3/2] 2] 192 
Del eee Ia 3 12 186 
2-5 Rs CI 12 17. 
De os ieihercee 12 168 
1 a el orga 12 168 
BOP ihc Lier 3 182 
BOM eee oes oe 51 a. 2 878 


Load of each boat-wagon: 1 anchor, 1 boat, 7 common balks. 
In each boat: 1 cable, 2 spring-lines, 5 oars, 1 boat-hook. 
In each locker : 22 lashings, 1 steel scoop-shovel or 1 bucket and 
1 small scoop, 1 pick, 2 shovels, 2 axes, 2 hatchets, 10 rack-sticks. 
Load of each abutment-wagon : 14 claw-balks, 2 abutment sills, 2 
earth rammers, 1 anchor, 1 cable,:2 spring-lines, 4 pickets. 
Kach load of extra long balks: 16 long balks, 1 anchor, 1 cable, 2 


spring-lines, 


Ae 
oy, by 


A AON Seine, aha), vie Ae twee A POUR wl: Tr Pas ihe ty ip? the 
ae A ie ese Rat es Wein ped al Ry pital 

See i Oe Oe Ry See on Poh 
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__ Load of chess-wagon : 60 chess to each wagon, set edgewise with f 


- the notch against the hind bolster, and a cross-bar between the'two _ 


tiers, bound with a spring-line. 
Load of cordage-wagon : 12 coils 1-inch rope for lashings, 4 coils 
_ 3-inch rope, 25 pounds cotton, small quantity of paint and oil, 2 dozen 
Benet buckets, 2 dozen tin lanterns, 1 box candles, 2 sets blocks and 
alls, 

Load of tool-wagon : 200 axes, 150 shovels, 75 picks, 100 hatchets, 
6 cross-cut saws, 6,bars, 4 broad-axes, 4 adzes, 2 casks 6-inch spikes, 

2.casks twelve-penny nails, and 2 casks eight-penny nails. 
These trains will make four bridges of 220 feet each, two of 420 


each, one of 820 feet, or by adding material from the reserve train ° 


they are divisible into five equal or unequal trains making 900 feet 


of bridging, as in the late move across the Rapidan. 

Experience has demonstrated the utility of several modifications 
made in bridge material and train wagons, and some others might 
with propriety be added. The anchor is suspended under each pon- 
toon wagon by hooks and chains placed as far forward as practica- 
ble, thus by so much weight relieving the hind wheels, which are 
overloaded.a Whiffletrees have been attached tothe pontoon wagons 
in place of the solid cross-bar, thus in a measure relieving the wheel 
mules.a In the pontoons which I have now in the field, I have had 
lockers made in the sterns, secured by hasps and padlocks, in which 
are placed lashings and tools as hereinbefore specified.b I have also 
had blocks, 24 inches thick, spiked on the under side of the balk near 

_ the ends, 54 inches apart, to act as claws, clasping the gunwale of the 


boat, to obviate the tendency of the balks to slide off the boats in — 


the direction of the greatest travel, and to facilitate operations in 
building the bridges.a 


One small carpenter’s tool-chest is invoiced to the commandant of | 


each company of engineer troops engaged in the pontoon trains in 
the field, and one company is assigned to the care and maintenance 
of each section or train of ten boats.a With his tool-chest and the 
contents of the boat-lockers, the commandant of each train has the 
means of repairs and renewals of his train, as also the roads, and he 
is held responsible for the condition of his train, for its movement 
on the march, and for the rapid construction of his bridge when 
ordered. . 

One lieutenant, as acting quartermaster, has charge of the trans- 
portation department of trains Nos. 1 and 2, and another lieutenant, 
as acting quartermaster, of trains Nos. 3, 4, and 4. 

The Birago trestle has proved such a fruitful source of annoyance; 
is so uncertain, and so liable to failure at critical moments, that I 
have ceased to take any portion of it in the field, except claw-balks 
- for abutment spans, unless ordered to do so, and even for these it 
might be better to use common balks with claws put in the ends.c 

The harness furnished us (the army style for quartermaster’s 
wagons) is not suited to our service, and is often the cause of delay 
and. trouble in the movement of trains; neither would light artil- 


lery harness answer, as there is too much weight upon the forward 


a Approved. ‘ 
b Approved ; but the lockers should not rise above the cross-braces. 


4 elt is believed that both this trestle and these claw-balks proper can be advan- 
» tageously dispensed with. 
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E ~ harness, with leather instead of chain traces, suited for the use of 
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wheels of our wagons for the safety. of the wheel mules with this 


| Mes ALTE SOM Rn i, 


kind of harness. A modification of-the heavy artillery style of 
mules and arranged so that 1 man could drive 6-mule and 2 men— 
8-mule teams, would be a great improvement upon our present har- 
ness. Reform in this respect is very much needed. a i 
Instruments are not indispensable in the management of pontoon — 
trains in the field. A pocket-compass and tape-line are sufficient for 


‘measuring approximately the width of streams to be bridged.a | Hn- 


- gineer officers in charge of pontoon trains are, however, often detailed 


upon surveys and other engineers’ duty, and it may therefore be 
advisable to furnish each detachment in charge of bridge trains with 


one good transit or goniometer, 1 chain of 100 feet, and 1 small case — 
of drawing instruments, all securely packed. a 


By having three days’ rations carried in the men’s haversacks, five 
days’ in the company wagons, and seven days’ in the commissary — 
wagons, the transportation shown in the preceding table is sufficient to © 


_ transport fifteen days’ rations for the men and ten days’ forage for the 


animals. Pontoon trains in the field require constant labor in repairs 
and renewals. Trains sent any great distance from where they are 
made up, however perfect they may be on the start, should have 


afield depot as near as practicable to the scene of operations, for 


repairing old and keeping on hand and supplying new material. 
It isin my judgment doubtful if any arbitrary rule can be estab- 


lished for making up pontoon trains. They must necessarily often 


be varied in their character and composition, to suit the character of 
the country and the nature of the service required. The wooden 
‘cae (French bateaux) is undoubtedly all that is claimed for it 

y the French, and under most circumstances I should give it the 
preference over all others I have seen. It is very heavy, however, 


and difficult to transport over bad roads. It cannot be carried by 


men for any distance without excessive fatigue, and when it is desired 
to place boats in the water to throw troops over the river in the night 
to surprise a position, it cannot be taken to the river by teams and 
placed in the water without giving the alarm to the enemy.b On 


such occasions a few canvas pontoons would be invaluable. One. of — 


these boats is easily carried for miles on the shoulders of 8 men, and 
when taken to pieces can be carried over mountains and by difficult 


‘by-paths. On several occasions heretofore a few of these boats 


would have contributed greatly to the success of the Army of the 


Potomac, and I would respectfully suggest that about four canvas — 
pontoons be added to each train of twenty, thirty, or forty French — 


pontoons in the field. Four of these boats with no other material 
than the oars, boat-hooks, and 1-inch boards for covering the bottoms 
for men to stand on, could be carried in one wagon.c 

Very respectfully, ay; 
I. SPAULDING, 
Lieut. Col. 50th N. Y. Vol. Engrs., Comdg. Pontoon Trains. 


a Approved. 


6 While I think the wooden boats too heavy except for bridges of some pecan ¢ 


nence, and I decidedly give the preference to the canvas pontoons, especially for rapid © 
movements, as requiring, with light or. moderate loads in all cases only two- 
thirds the number of animals, I do not think the few canvas boats to the wooden 
train expedient for the purpose indicated, as when resistance is expected troops - 
should be thrown over in heavy masses, requiring all the boats available 

¢In my opinion this would require two wagons. he A oy 
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_ gives to his remarks much weight, and I request for them an attentive 


consideration. Thesuggestions of Major Brainerd and Captain Ford 
have been called for and will be submitted whenever received. 
W. H. PETTES, ' 
Colonel, Comdg. Fiftieth New York Volunteer Engineers. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


Hpgrs. FIrtietH Reet. New York VOL. ENGINEERS, 

Washington, December 11, 1863. 

Col. W. H. Prrrss, 
Hiftieth New York Volunteer Engineers : 


Sir: Your communication of the 10th instant, directing me to send 
to these headquarters any suggestions that I could make from my 


\ 


_ personal experience of pontoniering, in compliance with the terms of 


- they are a useless and expensive incumbrance, adding unnecessarily 


the letter (a copy of which was inclosed) from Mr. Trowbridge, was | 


received this day, and I hereby submit the following : 

First. [ would recommend that the rollers placed in the pontoons 
for the purpose of securing thedashings of the balks be removed. 
However they may appear theoretically, I consider that in practice 


78 pounds weight to the pontoons, already heavy.a 
Second. That the anchors furnished be of a uniform size and 
weight, not to exceed 100 pounds.b 


Third. That all oars furnished be of uniform size and length ; 16 


feet is quite long enough.c 


Fourth. That the balks and side-rails be made after the same pat- 


tern, notched on one side at proper distances and depth to admit the 

lashings. d 5 
Fifth. That the cordage for balk and side-rail lashings be of the 

same size and length, that may be used for either purpose.c __ 
Sixth. That the Birago trestle for field purposes be abandoned 


altogether, involving as they do an extra amcunt of transportation.c 
They have been dragged for hundreds of miles without being used, 


and in very few cases, so far as my knowledge extends, where a pon- 


- toon-boat or temporary log abutment could not have been substituted 


with equal advantage, besides which the construction of the trestle 


‘is so imperfect that it always is necessary to prop and brace them be- 


fore they are safe for the passage of artillery. 

Seventh. That every train be permanently supplied with a regu- 
larly enlisted corps of drivers, enlisted and disciplined for that pur- 
-pose; that the best of horses and artillery harness and saddles be 


-used.c Trains have often been left until the last moment without 
transportation, and then furnished from the quartermaster’s depart- | 


ment with balky horses, or wild mules, and ignorant and cowardly 
and unreliable contrabands or civilians for drivers ; at the same time 
they are expected to travel as rapidly as the best-equipped field bat- 


» teries. 


_ aThese rollers were placed to expedite lashings with a limited number of men ; 


with an ample force they are not expedient. 


b One-half 90; one-half 120, 
¢ Approved. — : Lye 
d Approved ; with notches on two opposite sides, 


Tadd my cordial approval to Lieutenant-Colonel Spaulding’s sug- _ 
_ gestions. His great experience in the management of the trains — 


ae 
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These suggestions, though not directly called for in the letter, are 
of such manifest importance that I have improved the opportunity | 
to direct attention to them. The proportion of material as called for | 
in the letter should be as follows, viz: 

For a train of twenty-four boats: 


reg: 


Num-_ 


Major Fiftieth Regiment New York Volunteer Engineers. 


Articles. oe Articles. Bex 
Boat-wagons (each loaded with 7 balks) . 24 |) Carpenters’ tools—Continued. 
Chess-wagons (each loaded with 60 10 Handshammers ..,2i..) as-is oe tee 2.) 
chesses). Broad-axes ......... bpeabsaao Spee o38c 3 
EQOL- WAR OM tae ss. Nesinse cle cinate satis sso 1 Augers (from } to 2 inches).......... 4 
Forge, containing a complete set of 1 Chisels (from } to 2 inches), set...... vs | 
blacksmith’s tools for shoeing. &c. Draw-Shaves. J. -cswp)leciisciewtaap eer 2) 
PAMCHOIS See ois SECA od thet he aure eects 24 Screw-drivers 2 1 
Cables (each 150 feet long) . Sak 24 Mallets ....... 2 | 
Spring lINEs Pf... ewes sais trea edsige ete 48 Brace with bits. 1 || 
Lashings (each 18 feet long, $ cordage) . 480 One complete set calking chisels....}........ = | 
Blocks and fall (pair)... ..252.4. 5-2 clare - 1 Chalk-line, chalk, and awl and mal- |........ | 
BEBUCKCLS Pon. sesh lascc servos resshelstonctec storeys oe) 24 lets. i 
BE OUGEN «SCOOPS ek, aosmee ue cosas hate teTate 24 Lanterns (best glass, weil wired) .... 10.) 
SOU LOOKS irae flesoyivinte cis cisiapelernisi Ne e.cloeme tiles 24 i-gal. can, 1 filler, doz wicking.....|......+. | 
Mara AG cest long). 5. ke ea ten oes tele 120 Common! axes. .....5.5.- ity eae 50 
PEACE BCTOWS tajcare nt Os clei fomald velo ace ciety 2 Shovels, long handled ............... 50. | 
Instruments : PICKS)...p cated h heea cae ae 25) | 
Drawing instruments, case.......... + at Cotton, pounds Of 2,-4.4). in- en eee 20 
TRACES RISES 6 aie Ta niocone donoauidigeses.o Lois Grease: DUekets. 24.6 testes w-teltclrsnyore mae fl 40 | 
Field-compasses .:.....-.....-2-.0--. 2 || To which may be added: 4} 
AMONGST eerie ce sna ooe Gace ee 2 G@lawe balls s3¥.0 220. n0ls a) eee oes 14 
Carpenters’ tools, as follows: Wagon (for claw-balks)........... aoe 1 
(ONOSS-CULISA WS. ¥oclecje in pds sere cis vets 2 Bxtralonge balks ts. .cu nec cee eee .14 
LAG SSA WS) Sete tiveisiejecta «is fee Sables Anes 2 Wagon (for long balks).............. 1 | 
A liberal supply of cordage should always be taken. 
The pontoon and chess wagons as now arranged and repaired by 
Captain Ford at this depot are the most complete and reliable. 
- Iam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WESLEY BRAINERD, ; 
’ 


[Indorsement. | 


Respectfully forwarded. 

I would call attention to the remarks in regard to the trestles. I 
have always found them unreliable. They are bulky, costly, and of 
little use in the field. I would also suggest that the claw-balk is 
unnecessarily bulky and might be replaced with advantage by com- 
mon balk cut of the same length as the claw-balk (20 feet 8 inches), 
with iron claws let into the wood and the ends chamfered to allow 
et the rise and fall of the boat without displacing or splitting the 
chess.a 

W.. H. PETTES: 
Colonel, Commanding. 


{Inclosure No. 3.] 


HS UME na ENG DEPOT, 
ashungton, D. C., December 24, 1863. 
Col. W. H. Prrrss, { 


Comdg. Fiftieth New York Volunteer Engineers : j 

Str: A copy of the letter of William P. Trowbridge, es ., of New 
York, addressed to General Totten, was received i me aah time 
since, and in accordance with your order accompanying it, IT would 


a Approved, = a8 
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Articles. ie Articles, ee i 
Pontoon-wagons....... 36 || Chess-binders, 30 feet of l-inchrope....| - 13 f e, x 
‘Box-tool-wagons .... ace Dall | INES alters « As 100 dy ae 
Chess-wagons ....... aes 13°} Shovels .* ....2.. 3 S: 100 
Field-forge, A ........... 1 || Pick-axes.... ¥ ee 25 ¢ \ 
PeCRILO ORY pcemsrern se Seiatie sa acaale cies fae oc 34 || Crow-bars ....... Boot 4 ‘ 

LADUE OR) LAC ge ee Ae ae a Spas Marvb-ramMersys: J i.ctce s atest eee 4 y 
Pa WeDALES ahi lcs Scouse. waee Sele UE Iie 2 che oo SB apt bab AobanawaDE oe poroadse oc 4 : i 
ROSES ak Sorc cin dhxic tis sie co sle\e PEARS sete, be 7 SICA Ses cela pas ig estes Hecke Maa 2 ; 
BP Rese eas ticte oer rains: cites att eve: cloicte LROM  PACKASCLOWS fej ty are so sate Wa ofolecinieinieistis BIN 2 neh oe 
EDGE NOOIS Se leve s elelertie ss ajalslcciele ciaicislalate cies © 3254 CLOSS-CULISEW'S Wlaac)s/-h oie slotelriese des tects 4 : 
‘ Rubber buckets......... Sb Vos aa Read ae 34 || Blocks and falls, sets) .....-e.- 02 sca de 2 “ij 
IWWODGER SCOOPS a5 ga5 0 cae scielc secon wee aes 34 || Small chests, containing an assortment 2 : al 
BROW OCK A) ter eet bia 5 slits eiatate ls Sielata ait wlehsis,ae 806 of carpenters’ tools, with screws, nails, i yee 
SEENC KEN EL CK EMI Doth cl. a clarate wall sfe Ache. ovsiatace 204 and spikes. Rea; 
PAG OLS er Se Pools nbs vied cs slola dane 36 || Strong ‘canal lanterns,” with a supply 20 Nera 
} 52 || of oil, wicks, &c. ‘i 
2 || The usual assortment of smith’s tools , a Sar 
4 and material, as ordinarily furnished Ts) 
8 to an artillery field-forge, with extra BF dls, 
ch rope. 34e king-bolts, linch-pins, and _ anchor- ne 
Lashings, 18 feet of #-inch rope ......... 600 keys, with safety-chains attached, and toa Ps 
RUOMEASAINGO TOPE: 4. .-.0. 85 joes oak acts ae + 10 | washers of different sizes for lnch- : 5 
Woussd meh TOPS), <cteahT 5 esc): «0% fale ore 6 pins. ; pas, n: 
And for land transportation I would arrange the above material, ee 
as follows : , (ao 
Thirty-four pontoons, containing each 5 oars, 1 boat-hook, 1 bucket, he 
- 1 scoop, 9 row-locks, 6 rack-sticks, 1 cable. Two of these pontoons 
- should contain an abutment sill, fitted on 5 saddles made of ordinary © 
balk. Ree 
Thirty-four pontoon wagons, each containing 1 pontoon, 7 com- ete 
mon balks, 1 anchor, 1 grease bucket, 1 extra tongue. ‘ 
One pontoon-wagon (abutment), containing 14 claw-balks, 2 sills, | 
8 pickets, 1 anchor, 1 grease bucket, 1 extra tongue. ase 
One pontoon-wagon (balk), containing 4 claw-balks, 16 long balks, ey 
1 anchor, 1 grease bucket, 1 extra tongue. 
Thirteen chess-wagons, each containing 60 to 62 chesses, 1 grease wate 
bucket, 1 chess-binder, 1 extra tongue. eae 
One field-forge, A, containing 1 extra tongue, the usual comple- be 


ment of smith’s tools and material, and extra linch-pins, king-bolts, si 
‘washers, and anchor-keys with safety-chain attached. Ls 
_One box-tool-wagon (tools), containing 100 axes, 100 shovels, 4 
earth-rammers, 4 beetles, 2 sledges, 4 cross-cut saws, 25 pick-axes, 
4 crow-bars, 2 jack-screws, 1 set blocks and fall, 1 grease bucket, 1 
extra tongue, 1 small tool-chest of carpenters’ tools with screws, nails, 
and spikes. 
_ One box-tool-wagon (cordage), containing 600 lashings 18 feet long ¢ 
of 2-inch cordage, 10 coils manilla cordage 2-inch diameter, 6 coils ‘ 
manilla rope 1-inch diameter, 1 set blocks and fall, 20 spring-lines or g 
_chess-binders 30 feet long of 1-inch rope, 1 grease bucket, 20 canal. ' 
lanterns with extra oil and wicking, 1 extra tongue, 1 small tool- : 
chest of carpenters’ tools, with screws, nails, and spikes. . 
In moving train or building bridges I have found it the most con- 
venient to divide the tools and cordage equally between the two tool- 
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- -wagons, have one tool-wagon precede and the other follow the train, 


wanted .a 
to material, &c. : ; 


_ portation. 6 


ting off the projecting ends of the cross-bar with two lock-chains 


- made alike, or rather that the side-rail, as a separate piece, be abol- 


-more than balanced by the loss of time in arranging them to load or 


Ly 
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while the forge has its position in the center ; with thisarrangement 
tools and cordage for temporary repairs are always at hand when 


Although Mr. Trowbridge’s letter does not, perhaps, call for any- 
thing more, yet I have ventured to add the following suggestions — 
derived from my experience in repairs, &c., at this depot, relating | 


Pontoons: As refitted here are plated; that is, an iron plate of ) 
jizinch iron and about 7 by 9 inches is screwed on over every but- 
joint ; this is absolutely necessary to resist the strain of land trans- 


Pontoon-wagons: I have fitted all these with whiffletrees by cut- } 


instead of one, and with hooks and chains for suspending the anchors 
to the side-rails, thus relieving the rear axle and bringing the weight 
nearly over the forward wheels, where it ought to rest. a 

Officers in charge of trains during the recent movements, when 
these two improvements have just been tested, are unanimous in 
favor of both of them. I would also suggest that if new wagons_ 
are constructed they should be remodeled so as to admit of the in- 
troduction of an evener or double-tree in addition to the whiffletrees, 
thus relieving the wheel horses or mules of strain. a 

Balk (longer common): I suggest that the balk and side-rail be 


ished entirely.a While a side-rail will not make a balk without 
alteration, any balk will answer for a side-rail perfectly as it is, and 
whatever advantage may be derived from a difference in form is 


build in the confusion if not previously arranged. In constructing 
here [am making all balk and no side-rail. 

Balk (claw): In the absence of the Birago trestle or the canvas 
pontoon (when these are only required), the common long balk may 
be substituted in the abutment bays of a bridge by shortening and 
spiking or screwing in claws made of pieces of plank. a 

Chess: The Y-pattern adopted here, and by which all new ones 
are made, is of 13-inch clear pin 13 feet long, with a shoulder 14 inches 
deep cut in each side and extending 2 feet from each end, with four 


‘rivets of 4-inch iron 12 inches and 104 inches long, one 1 inch from 


the end and one 1 inch from each shoulder, experience having proved. 
that the rivet is required at the shoulder as much as at the end. ec 
The width is imperatively required to be 12 inches. 

Chess-wagons: As originally furnished were too tightly constructed, 
in every part, and the system of locking very defective ; until altered 
and remodeled at this depot none of them were capable of carrying 
even half an ordinary load. 

Anchors: As hitherto furnished have weighed all the way from 60 

‘to 140 pounds, while we have a number here, probably furnished 
for a larger bridge at Harper’s Ferry, running from 500 to 850 pounds. 
I think that experience has proved that an anchor weighing much 
less than 100 pounds cannot be relied upon, and that much over this - 


a Approved. ; 

b The planks on sides and bottom should in all cases run the whole length without 
buts, thereby dispensing with these plates. ‘ 

c This is as.previously ordered by me. 
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9 is so much. useless weight to transport. I would therefore recom- 
mend a uniform weight of 110 pounds.a 
Oars and boat-hooks of all lengths and sizes have been provided. 


Ithink oars of 16 feet and boat-hooks of 7 or 8 feet lengths are best — 


adapted to our wants. 0 


Lashings: As between balk and side-rail, so between rack and balk — 


lashings. A balk lashing will readily answer for a side-rail, while a 
rack lashing cannot be used for balk, and the confusion and delay 
arising from constantly getting them mixed is far more than an off- 
set to any possible advantage derived from different lengths and 
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sizes. After carefully experimenting and trying them in actual serv- | 


ice we have adopted a uniform size and length for both purposes, 


and make them of manilla rope %-inch diameter and 18 feet long, » | 


single.b This is a balk lashing, and doubled twice it makes a far 
better rack lashing than anything heretofore furnished. We splice 
an eye in one end and wind the other. if 
Cables: These are seldom required over 150 feet in length, and a 
variation of more than from 130 to 160 feet is not required ; when a 
longer cable is really needed the extra coils carried will always sup- 
ply it. Manilla rope of 1 inch diameter is large enough and strong 
enough.b 
__ Spring-lines: I will venture the assertion that these have never 
been used during this war (in actual service) as the text requires, 
and I have never used them except to connect spare boats or bind on 
loads of chesses. 
Rack-sticks, like many other articles, have varied in size, shape, 
and length. Ihave found that2 feet in length and 14inches diameter 


makes the best size for all practical purposes, and as a many-sided — 
stick is far better than a round one, and as they are never, as origi-— 


nally, tied to the bridge by a separate lashing, I cannot see the — 


propriety of continuing to furnish turned sticks, witha hole and a 
cord in each end.b 
Abutment sills: A plain stick of wood of the ordinary dimensions 
~ and not less than 16 feet in length answers every purpose ; the sunken 
rings and staples are never used, and are of no practical utility.b 
Trestles: The Birago trestle has failed in every instance where it 
has been used under my observation, and in very many others ; it is 
totally unreliable without additional supports, and is a cumberous 
_ and useless addition to our already formidable trains. In two in- 
stances I have seen the cap break like a pipe-stem under the load of 
an ordinary army wagon. As acombination, or connecting link be- 


‘ 


_ tween the pontoon and the shore, I have never seen a case where it: 


was absolutely required. The use of a pontoon fitted with a saddle 
_ does away with it entirely and the common or long balk may readily 
~be fitted to take the place of the claw-balk by screwing or spiking in 
-a claw made of pieces of plank, with an actual saving of weight if 
not a gain in strength. f 
Transportation : Mr. Trowbridge does not allude to transportation 
for our train, from the fact, I presume, that it does not come within 


his department ; but I cannot resist giving it an opinion, that from 


the first crossing at Fredericksburg to the present time, whatever 
blame is justly charged to the pontoon trains is owing entirely to the 
inefficient teams and cowardly drivers furnished us ; mules that never 


a One-half of 90 pounds; one-half of 120 pounds. 
6b Approved. 
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had a harness on, and drivers who never saw amule, are provided at — 
an hour’s notice, and expected to propel promptly a bridge train that | | 
really requires the best animals and most intelligent drivers that can 
be procured. To obviate all thisand make our trains equal at least to 
those of the commissary and quartermaster’s departments, | would 


suggest the propriety of keeping on hand and in reserve teams enough 
for the ordinary requirements of a sizable bridge train ; that they 
be carefully fitted with a harness that shall be a modification of the 
sresent artillery harness, provided with drivers intelligent and re- 
Hable, and be constantly and thoroughly drilled to their expected 


“work.a From this reserve of efficient and well-drilled teams, trains 
already in the field could draw their supplies and in this way be kept 


up to the mark. 

The fact that Mr. Trowbridge has continued to furnish bridge 
trains “‘ according to the original schedule,” accounts for the gradual 
accumulation at this depot of quantities of abutment sills, pit and 
cross-cut saws, pole-yokes, windlasses, ship anchors, and heavy haw- 
ser ropes, large enough (7-inch circumference) for a ship’s cable. 
The last three articles are of no use at this depot, and of no value to 
any of our trains, and I would suggest the propriety of turning them — 
over to the Navy Department where they might be made available. 


Very respectfully, 
GEO. W. FORD, 


Capt. Co, A, 50th Regt. N. Y. Vol. Engrs., In Charge Eng. Depot. 


{Indorsement. ] 


Respectfully forwarded. 

Captain Ford has had considerable experience with trains in the 
field and also in the depot for repairs at Washington. His obser- 
vations are entitled to attentive consideration. He has goneso fully 
into the wants of a field train of pontoons that there is scarcely any- 
thing to add to his remarks. I fully concur with him as to the 
necessity of a more perfect and efficient system of transportation. 
To make the train proposed by Captain Ford more perfect, I would 
add to it a few instruments, say a prismatic compass, a small transit, 
a field-glass, and a small set of protracting and drawing instruments. 

W. H. PETTES, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., Janwary 25, 1864. 


i (Received 10 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 


Chief of Staff : 
I transmit the following telegram from General Sullivan for infor- 
mation of the General-in-Chief : 
HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., January 25. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY : cate ae 


_ Scouts up the valley to Woodstock returned. Report Earl at Harrisonb ; 
Rosser, with Seventh, Eleventh, and Twelfth Virginia, and. White's battalion 
between New Market and Timberville; Imboden at Cross Keys. Major Quinn 


reports 9 prisoners. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


a Approved. 
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Hpars. Fourts Div., Dept. of West VIRGINIA, 
: ; Martinsburg, January 25, 1864. 


Brigadier-General KELLEY, 
Cumberland : 


The scouts sent out by your orders have returned ; they saw noth- 


ing nor could learn nothing. 
HENRY N. HARRISON, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS,/ Hpars. ARMY AND District oF N. C., 
No. 12. j New Berne, N. C., January 25, 1864, - 
During the absence of Major-General Peck, the undersigned 
assumes command of the District of North Carolina. All existing 
orders and regulations will remain in force until modified or revoked, 
and reports, returns, and communications will be addressed as 
hitherto to the several chiefs of staff departments. 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier- General. 


Report exhibiting position of batteries and obstructions on approaches 
to Wilmington, as derived from observation and the examination 
of pilots, deserters, and others, &c., by Charles K. Graham, brig- 
adier-general of volunteers.* 


Fort Caswell, situated on Oak Island, constructed many years 
previous to the rebellion, is an extensive granite work, which has 
been materially strengthened by mounting heavier guns, the addi- 
tion of a water battery composed of earth, and long lines of rifle-pits. 
It is said to be the intention of the rebels to iron-plate it. 

Sand Battery.—On Oak Island, to southward and westward of 
Fort Caswell ; recently erected ; strength unknown. . eae 
Sand Battery.—On Bald Head ; strength unknown ; four embras- 
ures can be seen facing the sea; materially strengthened of late ; 
the embankments and traverses are of unusual height and thickness, 

Fort Johnson, at Smithville, 14 miles from Fort Caswell, is a 
strong earth:work, mounting some heavy English guns, At this 
place is the naval depot, Capt. William T. Muse commanding. 

_ Fort Fisher is located about half a mile from Federal Point, on 
the north side of New Inlet. It is a formidable work of earth, of 
extensive proportions, revetted with heavy timber, and having bomb- 
proofs sufficient to shelter 2,000 men. It mounts at least thirty 
guns—some say fifty—most of them facing toward New Inlet, but 
it likewise has some guns commanding the river, and others the 
road leading to Wilmington. 

Mound Battery, or Martello Tower, is situated between Fort Fisher 
and Federal Point. It is said to be 60 feet high, and mounts two 
heavy guns. 

Long lines of rifle-pits encompass Fort Fisher. 

Fort Saint Philip is located at Old Brunswick, 13 miles distant from 
Fort Caswell, immediately on the banks of the river. It mounts 


ae SS 


* Received Headquarters of the Army, January 25, 1864, 
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- quite a number of guns of heavy caliber, reported as high as thirty. — 
- Besides these prominent batteries are numerous earth-works thrown — 


up on Oak Island, Smith’s Island, and in the inlets to the northward 
and southward, where light batteries are worked, when our block- 
__ ading vessels chase the blockade-runners in too close, or remain to 
|. veconnoiter. 

ae Masonborough Inlet.—There is at this point a light battery of 


Whitworth guns, with a small infantry support—report says a regi- 
- . ment. The battery is shifted from point to point as its services are 
required. Our blockading squadron has been a good deal annoyed 
by it. 
as Oe Obstructions.—Piles at one time were driven in the channel near 
. Fort Caswell, but it is probable they have been allowed to be washed. 
x away since the other batteries have been erected. Portions of a bar- 
__ ricade floated seaward last fall. 
At Fort Saint Philip the river is narrow and the channel ap- 
+ proaches within a few yards of the fort. It is piled all the way 
across except in one spot provided for the passage of vessels. The 
piles are armed with iron spikes, firmly bound together by chains, 
and _kept from swagging with the current by heavy anchors. At 
--- night a chain is stretched across the opening. No vessels are allowed 
oe _ to pass upward bound before visited and examined, The quarantine 
. is likewise at this point. 
. _General Whiting commands the Southern Department of North 
Carolina, with headquarters at Wilmington. He is said to be an ex- 


cellent officer, but very intemperate. 
BR Brigadier-General Clingman commands at Wilmington three full ' 
.- regiments with light batteries. 


i Estimate of force.—One thousand men at Fort Caswell, and bat- 
eh teries on Oak Island and Bald Head Bluff, Colonel Hedrick com- 
—. manding. One thousand men, including one company of cavalry, at 
. .. Fort Fisher, Martello Tower, and Masonborough Inlet, Colonel 
~ Lamb commanding. Three regiments at Wilmington, under com- 
mand of Brigadier-Geveral Clingman. 
 » | Naval force.—Two iron rams, one only plated, mounting three 
A guns each ; considered unserviceable. One supply steamer, the Petit, 
fs _ plying between Forts Caswell and Fisher. One gun-boat, reported to 

be building under the direction of Capt. William F. Lynch, between 

_ Wilmington and Fayetteville. Besides these vessels, a few schooners 
) can be observed sailing up and down the river. 

oe. Blockade-runners.—Blockade-runners make land from 15 to 25 

miles to the northward of New Inlet. By reason of their light color, 

exceeding lowness, the noiseless revolutions of their feathering pad- 

dles, light draught, and extreme speed, in many instances they 

evade our cruisers. When chased they invariably make for the 

shoal water, and, if likely to be captured, increase their head of 

Ny steam, beach the vessel, and allow the engine to work until she is 

_, driven so high on the beach it is almost a work of impossibility to 

drag her off. On these occasions, as soon as the report of our guns 

_ are heard or the signals of the blockade-runners are observed, the 

Bi light batteries of Whitworth guns are brought down and used, 

Os The night signals of the blockade-runners are frequently changed. 

The pilots are, in most cases, taken on board at Nassau. Frequently 

they are shareholders ; in other instances they are paid by the round 

Va as igh as $3,000 being sometimes given for a successful run in 

and out. 
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No. 40." | Washington, January 26, 1864. 
1. Brig. Gen. Francis C. Barlow, U. 8. Volunteers, is hereby 


relieved from duty in the Department of the South and assigned to | 


the Second Army Corps. He will report, by letter, to Major-Gen- 


eral Hancock, U.S. Volunteers, at Harrisburg, Pa., for recruiting 


duty for that corps. 


* * * * * * * y 


By command of Major-General Halleck : 
EH. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

} \ 
CULPEPER, January 26, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. C. Ross Surry, 

Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: : +” 
I sent a reconnaissance toward Madison Court-House across Rob- 


ertson River. It reports no enemy this side of the river, except the . 


Fourth Virginia Cavalry. Four of them were captured by a party 


sent out.. 
W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hoagrs. Ninth ARMY CoRPS (FOR SPECIAL SERVICE), 
' New York, January 26, 1864. 
Hon. H. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.: 
My Dear Sir: I feel that the former consideration and kindness 


with which you have treated me warrants me in writing you this 


semi-official letter, and if the suggestions therein made prove worth- 
less from non-accordance with your other plans, or from any other 
cause, you will of course know that I will, nevertheless, acquiesce 
and co-operate most cheerfully to the extent of my ability in any 
plans that may be adopted for a future campaign. 


In view of the fact that we now hold very strong and defensible | 


positions on the main railroad communications of the enemy between 
Virginia and the Southwest, via Hast Tennessee, it would seem to 
be most desirable that the lines leading to the southwest through 


- North Carolina should also be cut and held by our forces, and this 


can certainly be no better done from any point than from the excel- 
lent base which we now hold in the waters of North Carolina. 


- ‘Troops and supplies can be transported to Morehead City by heavy- 
draught vessels and to New Berne through Hatteras Inlet by light- 


ay 


draught vessels, and troops can also be sent from Norfolk to the | 


Chowan River, or to Elizabeth City, from which points they can be 

taken on board light-draught vessels for future operations. | 
Two plans have suggested themselves to me: 

_ First. To concentrate all the force possible at Morehead City and 

New Berne, from which points rapid movements can be made upon 

Wilmington, the troops from Morehead City making a direct at- 

tack upon the place, while those from New Berne protect this first 


column from any flank movements of the enemy. It is my opinion 


that Wilmington can be taken by a dash of this kind. After this work 


{ 
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garrison well intrenched. Should it become necessary to besiege 
Fort Caswell, a sufficient force can be left for that purpose, while 
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i is accomplished it would seem advisable to make a combined naval 


and land attack on Fort Caswell, holding Wilmington with a small 


the main body is moved into the interior upon the communications 
of the enemy at Goldsborough and Raleigh. 

Second. To concentrate at Norfolk and Roanoke Island, via Hat- 
teras Inlet, troops and supplies, and from these two points make a 
rapid concentration at Winston, or some other point on the Chowan 
River, from which a quick movement can be made on the main rail- 
road line of the enemy at Hicksford, or on the two points, Weldon 

~and Gaston, on the Roanoke River ; either of which points being held 
- and intrenched with an accumulation of twenty to thirty days’ sup- 
plies, the enemy would no doubt be forced to come down in force to 
attack us in our intrenchments, which could be held while such 
force as might be designated moves upon Richmond, or might pos- 
sibly compel him to abandon Richmond and retreat via Danville. 


At all events it would force him into decisive movement of some 


kind, such as making an attack upon the main body of the Army of the 
Potomac, or a concentration with Longstreet in East Tennessee, or 


one of the two movements already mentioned ; in either of which it 


would seem that the advantages are altogether in our favor, particu- 


. larly as the veteran regiments of Grant’s army will have returned 


_ before that time, re-enforced by recruits and new organizations to an 


extent sufficient to enable him not only to hold the very defensible 
positions now occupied by him in Hast Tennessee, but will also enable 
him to make such offensive movements as may be deemed proper. 

To carry out either one of the plans herein suggested it would 
seem necessary that certain things be done, as follows: 

First. All the old regiments and batteries of the Ninth Corps in 
East Tennessee that are entitled to re-enlist having exercised that 
‘privilege, it would seem proper that the few regiments that have 

served nearly two years, together with the batteries, should be 
allowed to return with the corps for this work. 

Second. That, as far as possible, the old Third Division of the 

_ Ninth Corps should be reattached. A considerable portion of the 
regiments have re-enlisted and are now in New England, and will 

fill wp more rapidly if they could know that they were to be reat- 
tached to the corps for an expedition. 

Third. That the command of Colonel Howard, formerly known 
as the Marine Artillery, with the light-draught gun-boats now being 

built by Mr. Wiard, should be attached, at least temporarily. The 
command could be largely increased from the towns on the New 
England coast if an arrangement of this kind could be made. ° 

Fourth. Inasmuch as I have no regiments in the Ninth Corps from 
Maine or Vermont, and but three from New York, it would seem 
advisable to commence the organization of companies enough for 


- three new regiments in Maine, one in Vermont, and ten in New York. 


The plan for raising these regiments that I would suggest would 


_ be to only grant permits to parties to raise companies with the dis- 


tinct understanding that no field officers are to be appointed until 
the companies are absolutely organized into regiments. I am satis- 
fied from my experience in the North Carolina expedition that a 
most formidable force could be organized if these conditions are ful- 
filled, possibly not to the extent of 50,000 men, but to very near that 
number. At all events I feel confident that a force sufficient to ac- 
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complish the work can be raised very soon. In fact, I have never. 


felt more confident in the beginning of any work than I would in 


‘ beginning this, if the proper conditions are fulfilled. 
The difficulty may present itself to you in view of the fact that the 


Department of North Carolina now forms.a portion of General But- 


I 


ler’s command. This need not affect your decision in the matter in | 


the least, because I will gladly undertake the work under his direction, 


if it is deemed for the interest of the public service; or if deemed | 


advisable, I would be willing to assist in organizing an expedition 


with the understanding that it is to be commanded by any other , se 


officer that the Department might designate. If you were to think 


it desirable, however, to again appoint me to the independent com-. 


mand of the Department of North Carolina, General Butler’s com- 
mand might be increased by attaching to it the Department of Mary- 


land. No matter what your decision may be you may be sure that I. 


will heartily acquiesce and co-operate in it. 
My great anxiety to see this movement carried out, thereby estab- 
lishing our forces upon the only two remaining lines of railroad com- 


-_ munication between Virginia and the cotton States, has prompted 


me to write you this personal letter and send it by Major Van Buren, 
a member of my staff, who has my entire confidence, and to whom I 
beg you to give such answer as your own good judgment and the 
interest of the public service may dictate. 


In addition to what I have already requested, I would suggest that . 


permission be granted me to organize a division from the colored . 
_ troops now forming in New England, composed of infantry, artillery, — 


and cavalry. 
The details of the organization of the expedition, such as procuring 
launches, surf-boats, means of land transportation, the accumulation 


‘of supplies and material, are matters with which I ought to be rea- 


sonably conversant, as you will realize when you remember my ex- 
perience in service on the coast as well as on long lines of purely 


inland transportation. And I trust that you may deem it for the — M 


interest of the public service to coincide with my views. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. E. BURNSIDE. ° 


Fort Monroe, VA., January 26,1864—2 p.m. ‘§ 
. (Received 2.20 p. m.) 
Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 
Can you send me Baker’s cavalry ? If so, how soon? Can they 
be landed at Yorktown ? 
B; Ef. BUTEER; 


Major-General. 


Hpagrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, January 26, 1864. 


Hon. E. M. Sranton, Secretary of War: 


Sir: I telegraphed you at some length about the conversion of 
the Point Lookout hospital to other uses, and I stated all the rea- 
sons that I could state in a telegram. I get an answer through Gen- 
eral Canby that the Surgeon-General reports that it cannot be spared. 

There are accommodations there,for quite a number of patients, 


say 1,500, possibly more. There are less than 100 Union patients 
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, there. There is a guard to guard it, numbering almost as man 
‘as the patients. One-quarter of these patients should be sent to — 
their regiments were it not that they are needed to make a show — 


of sick men. I have got in my department hospital accommoda- ’ 


tions for more than one-half of my entire force were it wounded 


A 


"] 


to-morrow. I can take every patient from Point Lookout hospital — 


and keep them at Fortress Monroe, at the McClellan and Chesa- 
peake hospitals, and have hospital buildings extra, in which I am 
quartering colored troops, because I have a sensible medical director 


~ and medical staff. I have the honor to repeat in regard to the hos- 


itals what I did in regard to the engineer, ‘‘ Great is Diana of the © 


29 


phesians. 
You did me the honor to say when I last saw you that you never 
knew 4 department commander that was willing to give up any 
troops that he once got in his possession, and I asked if you ever 
knew the chief of a staff department give up anything that he once 
got in his possession, and I trust you will answer the one as I an- 
swered the other. 

With gold at 160, I think a little pains should be taken to save the 


United States a thousand dollars a day expense to feed 100 men. 


We had better board them at the Continental. We could do it at 
less expense, and on an average they are not more debilitated than 
the dandies we find there. I speak not without knowledge, for I have 
been through this hospital and seen these men. Having done my 
duty in putting before you the facts, it remains for you to make such 
application of them as your good judgment will dictate best for the 
public service. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
ie Major-General, Commanding. 


ae GETTY’s STATION, January 26, 1864. 
Brigadier-General WILD : 


General Heckman is absent at present. The following is copy of 
his dispatch to General Butler : 


I made a cavalry reconnaissance to Pig Point ; they found no si gns of any rebels, 


and the citizens say there has been none in that section of the country since their 


evacuation of Suffolk. The squadron returned to camp this a. m. at 5 o’clock. 
C. A. HECKMAN, 
Brigadier-General. 
Cc. T. GARDNER, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SAN FRANCISCO, CaL., January 27, 1864. 
‘a (Received 1.45 a. m., 28th.) 
The PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 
I received the following message from a loyal, well-informed man: 


NrEw BERNE, January 19, 1864. 
(Via New York, 25th.) 


: Important movements on foot in interior. Your friends want you to come’ 
ere. 


C. B. DABBLE. 
When the country needs my seryices, not as Governor, I am ready 


to come, 
EDWD, STANLEY, 


» 


£ > ‘i Pris, < Rad 3 mpl a - 4 = { 
aa Viel fy . ( hay i Y : { yee 
hy - i 4 7 aS { . 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. », (sé 


4 _ HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMACc, 
AON ' ity January 27, 1864. (Received 1 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK : 
Two brigades of Rodes’ division, Ewell’s corps, have been sent 
recently either to Johnston or Longstreet ; one on the 20th instant, 


the other on the 25th. 
JOHN SEDGWICK, 
' Major-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL Snapeaeal Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
No. 24. January 27,1864. | | 


1. Brig. Gen. George W. Getty, U.S. Volunteers, having reported , 

to the major-general commanding, in compliance with paragraph 2 

_ of Special Orders, No. 8, of January 6, 1864, from the Headquarters. 

of the Army, is assigned temporarily to duty as acting inspector-gen- 
eral of the Army of the Potomac. 


* * * * * *q ca 


7. Col. H. S. Burton, Fifth U.S. Artillery, having reported to the 
major-general commanding, in compliance with paragraph 4 of 
Special Orders, No. 31, of the 2lst instant, from the War Depart- 
ment, is assigned to thecommand of the Artillery Reserve, and dur- 
- ing the absence of Brigadier-General Hunt will also discharge the 
duties of chief of artillery of this army, relieving, in the latter, 
Col. C. H. Tompkins, First Rhode Island Artillery. 


* * * Pee * * * 


By command of Major-General Sedgwick : 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


-Hpers. Turrp Bria., Frrst Division, FrrrH Corps, 
January 27, 1864. 
Lieut. M. E. Ricuarps, Bad 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Division: 


LIEUTENANT : I have the honor to report that Private Warren C. 
Golden, Eighty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers, on duty ‘as safe- 
guard at Mr. Payne’s house, near Kelly’s Ford, has just come in and 
reports that a force of 19 rebel cavalry under command of a major 
appeared where this soldier was on duty last night at 8 o’clock. 
They reported themselves being a detachment from Hampton’s 
Legion on a scout. After remaining an hour they moved off toward 
Mr. Buchanan’s in the direction of Bealeton. I would suggest that 
a competent force of cavalry be sent to scout in this direction. 

Iam informed by this soldier that the colored people report that 
many guerrillas are concealed during the day in the houses of the © 
citizens east of Marsh Run. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
‘ti, Oe JOSKPH HAYES, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade, 
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HEADQUARTERS First Division, FIFTH Corps, 4 

January 27, 1864. — 

Respectfully forwarded for the information of the major-general 
commanding. 

I have directed Captain Vose, in charge of the cavalry on duty 
here, to send out a detachment to look after this party and gain fur- 
ther information, if possible, of their movements. 

J. B. SWEITZER, 
F Colonel, Commanding Division. 


Hpagrs. 2p. BATTALION, Ist RHODE ISLAND CAVALRY, 
; January 27, 1864. 
Capt. C. B. MERVINE, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Division, Fifth Army Corps: 
Caprain : I have the honorto report that a scouting party sent by 
orders of Colonel Sweitzer has just returned to camp (6.30 p. m.), 


\ 


and report having seen no enemy and heard of none except the 20 


reported as seen at Mr. Payne’s last evening, which they reassure 
him (lieutenant) was there and retired toward Hartwood Church and 
vicinity. The Second Pennsylvania Cavalry, on picket on that flank, 
heard of no enemy near. 
Yours, &c.. 
' JOHN VOSE, 
Captain, Commanding. 


CULPEPER, January 27, 1864. 


Lieut. Col. C. Ross Smiru, Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 


A scouting party of the Third Indiana Cavalry was attacked by a 
couple of squadrons of enemy’s cavalry and some 10 of the 18 of the 


party are still missing. No particulars. All quiet. 


W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS TYLER’S DIVISION, 
Fairfax Court-House, Va., Janwary 27, 1864. 
Colonel LowEtx : : 

Information has been received at these headquarters that a con- 
siderable number of rebel cavalry are in the neighborhood of Sang- 
ster’s Station. General Tyler wishes you to Sort a squadron of cay- 
alry to scour the country from Vienna, through Centreville, to Bull 
Run bridge, in order if posts to intercept them. It is not impor- 
tant the squadron should leave before 9 o’clock to-morrow morn- 

ing, although the hour of leaving will be left entirely to yourself. 


Yours, respectfully, 
W. A. LA MOTTE, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ALEXANDRIA, VA., January 27, 1864. 
Hon. K. M. Stanton, Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.: 


Sir: It is with deep regret that I feel compelled in the discharge 
of my official duty, however humble, to call your attention to the 


m4 


1 J 


{ am, 


e occupation of Accomack and Northampton Counties with colored 


_ troops to act as a provost guard. I am informed that, 600 colored. 


troops are sent to those counties, I suppose to take the place of the 
white troops there. Two companies of white troops is a large esti- 
mate for those counties, and from the number of those sent, I sup- 
“pose, as a matter of course, the white ones will be removed. 
Discipline is the first requisite for troops of any color, but from 
my observation veteran troops soon lose their discipline when 


placed on a roving service such as required in those counties, and — 


none but soldiers of the best habits should be placed on that duty. 
_ These colored troops are new recruits just from bondage. Their own 
_ welfare requires discipline, hence their place is in the field or fortifi- 
‘cation where they can be under the eye of their officers. 

This disposition of troops will have a bad effect on the white 


soldier in the field. Evil-disposed persons will circulate the news 


‘through the army that colored troops are sent back for guard. duty, 
where there is no danger, while the white man is sent into the front 
of the battle. Pardon these suggestions. af 

But the great objection is the positive insolence of these colored 


soldiers, undisciplined as they are, to the white citizen. Itis atthe 


_ risk of the life of the citizen that we make any complaint of their 
bad conduct. I know you would not leave your wife and daughters 


in a community of armed negroes, undisciplined and just liberated. 


from bondage, with no other armed protection. My information is 
that it is a terrible stroke to the Union cause in that section. Union 
men are justly frightened for the safety of their families. The citi- 


zens there are disarmed. I am happy to say the Union cause was , 


growing daily in those counties. 

The Legislature of the State has ordered a State convention to 
abolish slavery in the State. The delegates are all elected, and I 
have not heard of a single man being elected who is not in favor of 
abolishing slavery. The people in Accomack and Northampton will 
- lose from 6,000 to.8,000 slaves, but still they bear it—must bear it. 


A number of slave-holders are with us, and the Union cause grow-_ 


ing. Is it right now to torture both parties with the terrible appre- 
hensions that must haunt them by the presence of these troops, 
when all reflecting men must doubt the propriety of it, looking alone 
to the good of the soldier, the service, and the policy in reference 
to the white soldiers? The same state of affairs exists at Ports- 


~- mouth. 


It is painful to me to raise these questions, but I am sure the 
honor of your administration requires the correction of abuses where 
they exist. I am satisfied these things are not done by your orders. 


Iam, yours, &c. 
F. H. PEIRPOINT. 


i ————— 


Fort Monroe, VA., January 27, 1864. 
(Received 1.05 p. m.) 
_ Brigadier-General RUCKER, 

Chief Quartermaster : 


At what time may I expect Baker’s cavalry at Yorktown ? The 


river is open. 
BENJ. F. BUTLER, 

Major-General, 
28 R R-—VOL XXXIII 
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ya ee ADORS, DEPT. OR VIRGINIA AND NoRTH CAROLINA, ~ “ae 
si ; . Fort Monroe, January 2% 1864, ~ 
 Rear-Admiral Lex, Ne Rien t 
ay Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 


 $rr: Mrs. Nottingham, the mother of Lieutenant-Commander — 
Upshur, of the Minnesota, states that I am about to make a land ~ 
advance on Richmond ; that the iron-clads are expected down, and 
he, that we are afraid of them, and that the fleet are going upthe river, — 
and that I am to make an attack by land. A conversation, of which ~ 
_' this is a garbled report, took place in my office in the presence of | 
yourself and Lieutenant Upshur, and which is now being repeated, | 
» . and retailed in Norfolk by his mother. It would seem rather diffi- 
~ cult under the circumstances to make a combined attack by thearmy 
and navy, when officers in the navy are more leaky than their own 
vessels. . 
~ You will see that my informant, who informs me that this con- 
versation took place in Norfolk, must have had some means of access 
_ to our conversation, not through you or me. I pray you make an 
investigation, for it would seem to be pretty clear that either 
_ thoughtlessly or willfully, I hope thoughtlessly, Lieutenant-Com- 
~ mander Upshur must have mentioned the substance of what he heard. 
Fortunately neither of us had any intention of making any such 
attack, and it is well we spoke upon the subject, as the experiment 
has been tried of how the secret would have been kept if we had in- 
tended an expedition. ; 
» [have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
De A aap . BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Rag 5% Major-General, Commanding. 


pet, HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
2a Yorktown, Va., January 27, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. GEoRGE STETZEL, ‘* 

Commanding Hleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry :. 


»  $rr: You will detail five companies of your regiment, under com- 
mand of a field officer, with instructions to proceed at once with the 
enrollment of all citizens, both white and colored, residing in that 
district of country lying south and east of a line stretched from the 
head of the Ware River to Gloucester Court-House, and thence to the 
_ York River in a southwest direction. One day’s rations of forage 
and three of subsistence will be taken ; two wagons will accompany 
the party for the purpose of conveying forage obtained from farmers 
+ tocamp. For forage thus taken proper receipts will be given. The 
boats to convey the party across the river will be ready at 9 o’clock 
Pls to-morrow morning. The officer in charge will report to these 

' headquarters. A map of the country has been furnished and a list ° 
of those already enrolled can be obtained at these headquarters. 

I write by command of Col. 8. P. Spear. “ 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. HAMILTON SHEPARD, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.  ~ 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY ‘BRIGADE, e wee, a 
Yorktown, Va., January 27,1864. 0 


— Col. B. F. ONDERDONK, __ 
Commanding First New York Mounted Rifles : ¢ 
_ CoLoneL: For the purpose of carrying out the intent of General 
Orders, No. 1, current series, headquarters Yorktown, Va., you will = 
_. proceed to enroll all citizens, both white and colored, résiding within — 
that district of country lying between the York and James Rivers 
north and west of a line commencing at the mouth of the Back — 
River (upper branch) ; thence to its head across to the head of Deep | — 
Creek, and thence to its mouth inside of and within 3 miles of the 
picket-line in front of Williamsburg. ae ats 
You will detail a force, to consist of not less than two strong com- 
panies, to proceed at once to the line above indicated, there to com-\ 
mence upon the duty prescribed, coming in the direction of Will- = 
~ iamsburg, and proceeding until the duty assigned shall have been =| 
accomplished ; they will carry'sufficient rations of forage and sub- 
sistence to enable them to fully accomplish the purpose intended, 
viz, a full and complete enrollment. a 
Should it seem more feasible or advisable you can at your disere- 
tion divide the district assigned you into sub-districts, taking care. _ 
that a sufficient number of men be allotted to each district to fully | — 
‘carry out the object of general orders. ke 
-Isend a list of citizens already enrolled, which may be of use; be 
pleased to return it as soon as you shall have finished with it. = 
' I write by command of Col. 8S. P. Spear. NE 
Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. HAMILTON SHEPARD, Pe eae 
* Ineutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


k 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, ere 
January 28, 1864. 
General NEWTON: 
In answer to your dispatch of this day’s daté, lam instructed to 
reply that the major-general commanding does not object to the _ 
withdrawal of the brigade at Cedar Mountain, but considers that 5 
the brigade at Mitchell’s Station should be maintained at that point.\ 
The guard at the signal station on Cedar Mountain should erect a. 
- block-house or stockade to guard against a sudden attack. frien 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


a | HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAGC, 
: January 28, 1864. 
~ General S. WILLIAMS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: 
‘The commanding general has directed me to erect two block- 
houses, one at Warrenton Junction, the other near Catlett’s Station, _ 
A detail of 250 men and twenty-five wagons will be required at each 
of these points; half of the men in each party should be provided 
_ with axes. Captain Turnbull will be at Catlett’s Station to-morrow 
_ toreceive the working party. 
if _ Very respectfully, 


. 


IAC YY DUANE, ae 
Major of Engmeers, |) 


r bi: role aie 
+ Col. Freprrick T. Locks, 


ety 


ea 
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Assistant Adjutant-General : 


- CoLonEL: I transmit to you a report of the scout which left here — 
+ -yesterday afternoon for the purpose of gaining some knowledge as _ 
~~ to whether certain Confederate soldiers were concealed in any of the 
-_ housés within 50 miles of general headquarters. Left here for Rap- 
-. pahannock Station. Kept down this side of river, where, after pass- 
_ ing our last infantry picket-post some miles, I halted at the house of 
. the Payne family. There I learned from safeguard that some 19 
rebel cavalry had been there night before. Losing no time I went on; 
'.» erossed below Kelly’s Ford. Searched house at Holly Church and 
house below it. Noinformation. Searched houses of Widow Allen,  — 


--  Courtney’s, Mallard’s, Stringfellow’s, the last two being at or near 
Grove Church. Went below Grove Church, and then retraced steps 
~~ toward Bealeton. No information gained except that some of the 
~*~ rebel cavalry have been in the neighborhood of our pickets some few 
days since. I arrived in camp near daylight this morning. After 


going over the ground I hardly thought it necessary to remain out 
when the men and horses could get sleep and feed under better cir- 
~ cumstances. My opinion, colonel, is that if I had started about 4 

o’clock this morning I would have accomplished more. Some cay- 
_ alry was ahead of me on road some three or four hours, which I sup- 


; posed to be the Rhode Island. 
bes: ~ Iam, colonel, your obedient servant, 
paete. > WILLIAM H. PAGE, 


AD General Greece, 


am Captain, Commanding Escort, Fifth Army Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 28, 1864, 


Commanding Cavalry Corps: 


vite The following report from the signal officers on Cedar Mountain 
is sent for your information and government : 
¥ GENERAL: The following report has just been received from Garnett’s Mountain 
signal station: 


; “* JANUARY 28, 1864—12 m. 
“ CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER ARMY OF THE POTOMAC: 


_.. “Contrabands arriving last night report Stuart on the western slope of Thoroushe 
fare Mountain. No changes observed. 
Na) “ WIGGINS and CAMP, 

hy ** Tieutenants, Signal Officers.” 


_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, . : WM. S. STRYKER, 
Acting Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac. 


. 2A A) HUMPHREYS, : 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


TE aoc gioe pleas Aas OF THE POTOMAC) 
EN January 28, 1864, 

/ Brigadier- General GREGG, 
aH Commanaing Cavalry Comps: : 


Se, The following i is respectfully forwarded : 


Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
“gs Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 


The following report has just been received and is respectfully forwarded : 


““SIGNAL STATION, GARNETT’S MOUNTAIN, 
elcae “January 28,1864—5 p.m. » 
- * Captain Norton, 
wae “Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac: 
“During yesterday and to- -day I have noticed large camp smokes to the west. of | 
_ Thoroughfare Mountain ; also in the woods to the south and north of Thorough- 
fare Mountain there are smokes indicating the presence of troops, but too much - 
concealed by woods for any reliable estimate of their numbers. This would seem — 
to confirm the reports of contrabands forwarded this morning. 
; “J. C. WIGGINS, 
““Tieutenant and Signal Officer.” 


B. NORTON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


A, A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


he Very respectfully, 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, _ ' 
; January 28, 1864, 
Brigadier-General MERRITT : 


From a report from a signal station at Garnett’s Mountain it rep- 
resents contrabands arriving last night report Stuart on the west- 
ern slope of Thoroughfare “Mountain. The general commanding 
- desires that you will ascertain if there is any truth in the report, and. 
be on the watch for any movement that might be attempted. For- 

ward any information as soon as possible. 

C. ROSS SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


CULPEPER, January 28, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. C. Ross SMrvH, nay 


sf Chief of Staff, ‘Cavalry Corps: s Poet 


, _ The reconnaissance sent out to Thoroughfare Mountain reports 
that there is no enemy in that neighborhood, nor is there any founda- 

tion for the report that Stuart is in that neighborhood. 

mT W. MERRITT, 

i ; Brigadier-General. 


a | ot HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
January 28, 1864—9,30 p. m. 
» Cel. P. HUEY, 


4 Me Commanding Second Brigade, Second Division : 
- . CotoneL: You will move with the available force of your pripace 
_ from your camp at 1 a. m. to-morrow, taking with you Egan’s bat- 
_ tery and the ambulances sent by the surgeon-in-chief of the division. 

— You ae move to Stevensburg and there remain until you receive - 
A a | NM 


cable for artillery and a 
«for you to cross at peas 


BM npn aMTtCc os ras aT NGL 
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at ot , He as Ki Me 4 é Pcie Di 
further orders. As it isnot known that Beverly Ford will be 


your camps, that officer will command the division. Please send 


x _ word to Captain Weir to-night what officer will be left in charge by 
you. 
Very respectfully, 
iA D. McM. GREGG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Second Division. 


as FatRFAxX CoURT-HOUSE, January 28, 1864. ” 
fee Aiont: Col..J.’ H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 


» 


[have the honor to report that two 4-horse teams were captured © 
by a party of guerrillas in the vicinity of Annandale this afternoon. 
We have not ascertained to whom they belonged. The drivers were | 
also taken. Two guerrillas were seen near Fairfax Station this after- — 
noon, and several parties are reported to have been seen between 


_ Fairfax Station and Devereux. Colonel Lowell has sent two scout- 

- ing parties to-day, one to the neighborhood of Annandale and one 
through Centreville to Bull Run bridge. A detachment of cavalry 
. was sent from this command this a. m. to scour the country between 


here and Alexandria. _A deserter named Lyon, belonging to White's 


battalion, gave himself up to the pickets at Vienna to-day. 


Respectfully, echiee 
Roig; LER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


; be FAIRFAX Court-HovusE, January 28, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. Tayior, 

Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : , 

_ Two wagons were captured to-day about 2p. m. between Gooding’s 

Tavern and Annandale. These wagons do not belong out here. 


ne - Ascertain where they belonged and why they were there without an 
+ escort. It is said they belong to Greene. Is there any news in’ 


town? Cavalry will be sent to Annandale to-morrow from this. 


command, Wells’ men should all be out toward Occoquan. 
C. C\AUGUR, 
Major-General. 


ALEXANDRIA, January 28, 1864. 


Assistant Adjutant-General Department of Washington : 41 


Sr: Lieutenant-Colonel Wells’ cavalry has returned and reports | 


- having driven the guerrillas, numbering 9 men, some 7 miles south- 


west of Alexandria. They bring 3 horses they captured from the. 


enemy. 
Respectfully, 


‘ 


Is JNO. P. SLOUGH, |. 
Brigadier- General, — 


, 
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| ae Ao, CUMBERLAND, January 28, 1864, 


ee Col. J, AS MULLIGAN, New Creek, Va.: te m if 
ag Dis atch of 11.30 received. Hold the train at Burlington and — r 
' send by messenger at once to Colonel Thoburn orders to retire by 
' way of Greenland Gap to New Creek, if he is fully satisfied that he 
_ is approached by the reported rebel force. OS RE Aa 
ey Bi, BK BEY ae 


Brigadier-General, = 


{y 
. CUMBERLAND, January 28, 1864—9 p. m. 
~ Colonel Mutiiaan, New Oreck: ; bh 


Colonel Woolworth, with 800 men, left Martinsburg this evening. oe 
Will arrive at New Creek and report to you to-morrow morning — 


about 7 a. m. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 
Hpers. Fourth Div., Derr. of West VIRGINIA, 
. Martinsburg, January 28, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KeLtLEy, Cumberland: ir la) aaa 
I had cavalry in Strasburg yesterday. A rebel picket at Wood- 
stock. Nothing nearer. ; A Os 
JOHN H. OLEY, 


Colonel, Commanding Division. 


i 


te, 

Fort Monrog, Va., January 28, 1864, tne 

. (Received 9.25 p.m,) 

Brigadier-General RUCKER: | 1 Ae a 

Where is the rest of Baker’s cavalry ? But 380 men have arrived. | 

When shall we have the rest ? Ene 
B, HW .\BURLER, 


Major- General. sh 


Ab de 


Wired 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, _ ye 
\ : January 29, 1864. (Received 12.45'p,m.) 
Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, aig: 
Assistant Adjutant-General : ih 
I respectfully and earnestly request that the regiments and com- 
panies of veteran volunteers furloughed from this army and ordered 
to report to the superintendent of the recruiting service in their | _ 
relative States may be directed to return immediately on the expi- : 
ration of their furloughs. If this is not done I fear it will not be | 
‘possible to furlough before the season for active operations com- 
mences all the re-enlisted men now here awaiting furloughs, and |. 
those who will re-enlist if they can befurloughed; and unless the = 
men can be promised furloughs it is‘not probable that we shall have — | 
more re-enlistments. More than half the veterans now absent left 


as three-fourths organizations and are beyond my control. 
“1 oe ne JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General. 


Aa be Vw Ae od hg As OLA ee RY) 
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Sat ty . ; as aleckcm er | 
Sage ie -- Garnerr’s Mountain, January 29, 1864. a | 
_. Captain Norton: Poe Seem. | 


Our troops moved this a. m. before da light. Weare left witha - 

station guard of 100 men and one brigade 2 miles in my rear. No. 4 

change in position of enemy. Some night signaling from Clark’s _ 

». Mountain, but they hide their foot-light. 2 

aaa J. ©. WIGGINS, ‘ 
Signal Corps. 


' 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMac, 
rf January 29, 1864. 
General GREGG, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 


- Directions were given upon the establishing of the signal station 
at Cedar Mountain 100 cavalry should be kept in the immediate 

_ vicinity, concealed if possible, as a permanent guard, in addition to 
the infantry guard of 100 men. The signal officer at Cedar Mount- — 
ain reports this morning a station guard of only 100 men. 

bai 4 A. A. HUMPHREYS, 

fo tae Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


/|— UNOFFICIAL. ] Hpaers. CAVALRY RESERVE BRIGADE, — + 
= January 29, 1864. 


Ge 4 Brig. Gen. W. MERRITT, 
Commanding First Division Cavalry, Culpeper : 


XN 

DEAR GENERAL: Since we have been deprived of the pleasure of 
__ judicially assassinating that deserter to-day, I shall endeavor to ele- 
‘vate my depressed spirits by literary composition. Now, general, 
when we were ruthlessly thrust out to the front, where we have since 
~ been kept at the point of the bayonet, we were promised a division 
of infantry to protect us, Well, they have never done it. These 
regiments of General Robinson’s have been in Culpeper all the time, 
_ and last night about 1 o’clock I was aroused from my nocturnal 
repose by General Robinson’s dispatch informing me that the Cedar 

eh Run brigade was to be withdrawn to-day, and that he wanted his 
_-~ pickets relieved by cavalry. 
- ___Lunderstand that another division was ordered to relieve General — 
op _ Robinson’s, but mean time that division had erected a theater in town 
and of course it could not be thought of that they should go to the 
- front and leave the theater behind. Now, we don’t want their in- 
| _ fernal old sharp-sticks at all, and I think we will be safer if they will 
__ withdraw the other brigade, so that if we are run back we won’t 
-.. have to wait until they pack up their duds and skeedaddle back to 
their present position. . 
They have left 100 men as a guard to the four blind signal officers 


wept 


bee sy ON Cedar Mountain. It is reported that some camp-fires were seen - 
yesterday in the woods north and west of Thoroughfare Mountain ; 
ie perhaps that will account for the brigade changing front to rear SO 
- suddenly. The patent-sight man yesterday took four shots while 


the enemy were firing at Somerville Ford, and says he hit two cer- _ 
tain, Mr, Emmons, assistant adjutant-general, will communicate to 


{ F i 


: Ore eds 
74 ' \ { > Sat 


“you some views of mine with regard to the picket-line on our left 
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which I desire to have changed. , Lieutenant Walker is still basking 


_ in the sunshine of beauty. 


_ We still live, move, and have our being ; somewhat muddy. 3 ” ‘ 
Very respectfully, yours, 
ALFRED GIBBS, 


Colonel, &e.. ak 


MITCHELL’s, January 29,1864. 
Captain Bacon, Waa. 
Assistant Adjutant-General : ; 8 
~ All quiet on the picket-lines except a few shots at Somerville Ford. 
The enemy continue the erection of breast-works and rifle-pits at 


' that point. The brigade of infantry up on Cedar Mountain goes to 
‘Culpeper this morning, thus increasing my picket-line considerably. 


ALFRED GIBBS, eect 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. © © 


CAVALRY HEADQUARTERS, January. 29, 1864, ey 


Col. J. P. Tayior, : 
Second Division, Cavalry Corps: Ba 


I have the honor to forward you a copy of a dispatch just received fae 
from Major-General Humphreys. The general desires that you will 
see that the orders contained therein are strictly carried out. 

Go Re SaEEDEL 
Ineutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


({Inclosure. ] : Bees 


General GREGG, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 


I am instructed to invite your attention to the standing order from 
these headquarters requiring that all deserters and others of the 
enemy coming into our lines should be forwarded with all possible 
dispatch to these headquarters; that they should not be examined 
or be permitted to hold intercourse with any one, except so far as 
related to the security of the command into whose lines they come. 
Two sergeants, deserters from the Fifteenth Louisiana Infantry, are 
reported from the provost-marshal-general as having come into our 


- lines near Morton’s Ford on the evening of the 26th instant, and to 


have been received by him on the 28th just at midday. Sergt. 
8. E. Moore, Thirteenth Virginia Infantry, is reported by the pro- 
vost-marshal-general to have come into our lines near Somerville 
Ford on the morning of the 27th instant and to have been received 
at headquarters on the 28th at midday. The major-general com- 
manding directs that you ascertain where the delays occurred in 


sending forward those deserters, the causes of the delay and who Ses 
_is responsible for them, and that stringent means be adopted to pre- 
_ vent or avoid this in future. 


f 


A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. / 


i 


A 


; 
ae | 
iy ie 
a 
5. 
A 


Hasan Dock" 
HEADQUARTERS DIVISION, i) 


— January 29, 1864—9.30 p.m. — 


me cy © S Lieut. Col, J, H: TAYLOR, : 
aah Kae Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : ; 
~ Thave the honor to report all quiet. A scouting party sent out in 
the direction of Bull Run bridge returned yesterday. They report 
that Mosby, with 60 men, ‘passed in that vicinity the day before yes- 
terday. They found afew scattering rebels near Centreville ; other- 


-_-wise everything was quiet. Ree ibe 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. 3p Bria., 1st Div., Dept. oF WEST VIRGINIA, . 
Martinsburg, W. Va.,. January 29, 1864, — 


Capt. W1LLIAM M. Boons, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Div., Dept. of West Virginia : 
T am informed that last night at 8.30 p. m. a party of men, appar- 
ently rebel cavalry, went into the town of Shepherdstown and 
‘robbed the two stores of Snowden and Cumie of about $80 worth of 
goods. This information is given by David Bilmeyer, a citizen. 
One of our picket guards, while conducting a citizen between my 
outposts and those of General Averell, was surprised and taken off 
' to the neighborhood of Bunker Hill by two persons clothed in our 
uniforms. They also took two of General Averell’s men. All three 
of our men were released, but their horses and arms taken. I sent 
a party to pursue them, but they escaped. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBT. 8S. RODGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. 3D Bria., 2p Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
‘Clarksburg, W. Va., January 29, 1864. 
Capt. THAYER MELVIN, ‘1 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cumberland, Md. : 

Captain: I have information that a school-mistress at Westor 
writes to her friends at Morgantown to the effect that she has beer 
privately advised to leave Weston before spring, as there would cer 
tainly be a raid of rebels through there. This young lady is fron 
Morgantown, and is a niece of George Evans, esq., the beef con 
tractor. A contraband female belonging to old Governor Johnson 
who has been living from the commencement of the war within th 
rebel lines, ran away from him some time since. She lately receivec 

a letter from one of her fellow-laborers in Dixie warning her to ge 
away as far as possible from her present residence, between here anc 
Phillippi, as it was determined by the rebels to come in this spring 

and she would, if caught, be taken back. ' 
ast James C. Morris, my most reliable scout, living between here anc 


me Buckhannon, informs me that the rebel sympathizers are showing 
ee signs of pertness, and are sure of a raid early this spring throughou 
vat West Virginia. He has, through female acquaintances, excellen 
Btn’ opportunities of gaining information. i 

ea I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
we | N. WILKINSON, 


Colonel, Commanding Brigade, 
: : ’ 

R. 4). 

1 : ' i 


 Caprain: John Lorentz, of Bulltown, who was arrested by re-- 


4A 


i) -. Hopgrs. 3D Bria., 2p Div., DEPT. of WEST VIRGINIA,’ >, 
it ae F 5 : : ra) . orira th, 
BR asta eee us. > “Clarksburg, W..Va., January! 29, 1864.05 eS 

Capt. THAYER MELVIN, | jot 
ay, 
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Assistant Adjutant-General, Cumberland, Ma.: 


quest of Governor Boreman as a hostage for Mr. Mollahan, of Brax- 


ton County, was sent to Richmond to get the latter released. He 


has returned with Mr. Mollahan, having effected the object of his 
“mission. 


He says Echols’ forces, or part of them, occupy Lewisburg; Jack- 
son is at Warm Springs; his forces number some 1,500 men. He 


don’t know the strength of Echols’ forces. He tells the same old tale 
of high prices in the Confederacy ; he says provisions are plenty there, 


Reports 20,000 Union prisoners in and about Richmond. Saw Cap- 


tain Rowand, of First Virginia Cavalry, and also saw Charley Rus-. 
sell and other rebel runaways from West Virginia. Reports that ~*~ 9 
the calculation in Richmond is that the rebel conscription act will 


bring in 70,000 troops from Virginia‘alone. 


I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 


N. WILKINSON, 


Colonel, Commanding Brigade. — 


\ 


War DEPARTMENT, 


Maj. Gen. A. EK. BURNSIDE: 


Deak Str: I have the pleasure to acknowledge your letter of the ; 


Washington City, January 29, 1864. ~ ue 


26th instant, with the accompanying plans of operations for theen- — 


suing campaign. They have been very carefully considered by this’ 


Department, but until a report from Major-General Grant, which is 


Hy 
ben 


_ but at awful figures in their money. Paid $17 for board per day. Sinan 


shortly expected, shall be received a final answer cannot be given. = 


Your views impress me favorably, if they can be made to harmon- 


ize with other operations, so as to secure success, in regard to which. 


you will receive information in season and before the requisite forces 


will probably be raised. In regard to the North Carolina operations, 
if your plans should be adopted, there will be no difficulty in arrang- 
ing the command. The department is only temporarily attached to 


‘that of Virginia, and can very easily be restored to its former condi- Ns : 


tion. [ 
In respect to your suggestions as to recruiting your force, the fol- 
lowing views are entertained by this Department: 


First. The condition of things in East Tennessee renders it abso- 


‘lutely impossible to withdraw from that region at present the regi- 


- ments belonging to the Ninth Corps. 


si 


N 


" 


the campaign. 


Second. When the recruiting of the Ninth Corps shall be com- 
pleted it will be my desire to have the Third Division form a com- 


- 


ponent part of the organization, if the military’ condition at that re ‘i 


time will admit, of which I at present see no reason to doubt. 


' Third. The attachment of Colonel Howard’s marine artillery and 5 
of the light-draught gun-boats will depend upon the plan of opera-__ 


tions that shall be adopted, and the determination of that question 


‘necessarily awaits the decision upon the operations to be embraced in 


‘ 


® 
the i 


ue 
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dependent, upon the old regiments from the respective States of 
Maine, Vermont, and New York being filled up. Experience has_ 
shown the utter impracticability of filling up old regiments while 
the organization of new regiments is going on, and you, I believe, 
concur with every other commander in the field that the efficiency of — 
the army depends more upon filling up the old regiments than upon 
any other measure. Every energy, therefore, should be directed to- 
that first great object, and the attention should not be withdrawn ~ 
for a single moment to any other plan or system, and least of all the © 
system of raising new regiments until the old regiments are filled up. » 
Fifth. Your plan for raising new regiments by company organiza-_ 
tions, reserving the appointment of the field officers until the abso-— 
lute organization of the regiments,is favorably considered by the — 
Department as a suitable method to be adopted when new organiza- | 
tions come to be authorized. i 
Sixth. In respect to the organization of colored troops, the Depart- — 
_. ment will be glad to have any assistance you can render. Their 
organization, however, is, under an act of Congress, entirely distinct 
~~ from that of State volunteers, and hence they are only organized by ~ 
specific authority from the proper bureau. No objection occurs to 
mein regard to the organization of a division of colored troops from 
_ those that are authorized to be raised in New England, after the regi- 
mental organization shall have been completed. ae 
This, I believe, answers the specific points presented by your 
_ communication. ; 
You need no new assurance of the confidence reposed in you and 
in your energetic ability in organizing, transporting, and operating 
military forces by the President and this Department. Every as- 
sistance that can be given by the Department consistently with the: 
rules and’ regulations which have been found by experience to be 
absolutely essential for the service will be afforded to you, and the 
Department relies with confidence upon the success that will attend 
your efforts in the speedy organization of your forces. The sooner 
that is done, of course, the earlier you will be able to go into the 
field and the more important will be the duties assigned to you. 
Very truly, yours, . , 
, EDWIN M. STANTON, 
¥ ) Secretary of War. 


¢° <P. §.—Please report frequently—at least three times a week— 
_ your progress in recruiting. 


ah i ra 


Fort Monroe, Va., January 29, 1864. 

: Received 7.15 p.m. 

Major-General AucUR, ae 
Commanding Department of Washington : 

Two hundred and eighty-one of Baker’s cavalry came down to me 


Bess Af for picket duty. These are without tents. I am anxious, ther 
aes for the rest who have the tents. When will they oottinkes e hie 


as, | BENJ, F. BUTLER, 
eee | Major-General, et 


Bees aban ie ae 
hpi sah a ES ee 
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= ee |) AEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTomac, 
Brie ae _ January 30, 1864. 


Major-General SyxKzs, bette 
Commanding Fifth Corps : wi \ 


- Genera: Your letter of the 18th instant, in reply to the commu- 


nication addressed to you from these headquarters under date of 
January 16, respecting depredations upon the trains while passing 


‘over the road, was duly received and laid before the commanding ~ 


general, who instructs me to reply as follows: It was not the design ; = i 


of the commanding general to reflect upon the discipline of your 
corps generally, which, he is well aware, is not at all inferior to that 


of other portions of the army; but when it was reported to him that — ; as ; 


it had become a practice for the troops especially charged with the 
important duty of guarding the railroad to plunder the trains, and 
it was proposed to establish the allegations by sworn statements, he 


felt justified in characterizing in unfavorable terms the discipline 


a the particular commands thus charged with neglecting their 
uties. ; 


The commanding general is, however, glad to learn that the state- 
ments in relation to the robbery of public supplies from passing — 


trains were exaggerated, certainly so with regard to the ‘portion of 
the road guarded by the Fifth Corps, and he is well satisfied that 
the road this side of Bull Run has at no period during the war been 
protected in so efficient a manner as it is at the present time. All 
the papers forwarded by you upon the subject of railroad depreda- 
tions have been referred to the chief quartermaster, as requested. 
- ‘Jam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. WILLIAMS, ”° 
Assistant Adjutant-General..- 


CUMBERLAND, January 30, 1864—10 p. m. 


Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper’s Ferry: ' 


Colonel Mulligan reports a messenger just in from Petersburg. 


“The wagon train attacked near Williamsport to-day. Fighting — 


since 3p.m. Hold your cavalry in readiness to move at a moment’s. 


notice. I have ordered Colonel Oley, commanding Averell’s bri- 
gade, to hold two regiments in readiness subject to your orders also. 


'] will hear something further, I presume, by morning. The force — 


is believed to be Rosser’s, Imboden’s, and Gilmor’s. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 30. 1864—8 p. m. 
Colonel MULLIGAN, 
New Creek: 


> That ig right. Push on to the relief of our troops as rapidly as_ 


possible. Keep me advised by couriers. 
Bye ee . B. F. KELLEY, 
i; i . Brigadier-General, 


cae _ OPERATIONS IN 

Fe aR CUMBERLAND, January 30, 1864—9 p.m. 
‘Colonel MULLIGAN,, Roe debs Ve ag CA Aaa 
Bie yea New Oreek: ey Ba ES ic 
-- Your telegram to Colonel Campbell has just been shown ‘me. 
_, Why do you think it advisable to send a regiment to the J unction ? 


as lington. 
‘oie, fa A isin B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General, | 


—_———— 
1 


. \ 

: CUMBERLAND, January 30, 1864—10 p. m. 
- Colonel OLEy, i 
Commanding, &c., Martinsburg: 
Fighting reported at Petersburg to-day. Hold your command in 
readiness to move at a moment’s notice. Any orders you may 
receive from Sullivan you will obey until further orders. He may 
require your force, or a portion of it, to proceed with his. 

ee B. F. KELLEY, 

Brigadier-General. 

AN —— 
re | BEVERLY, January 30, 1864, 
’ General KELLEY : 


_ Dear Sir: I have taken the liberty to address you personally, to. 
\ give you a semi-official letter. I have addressed an official letter to 
you of the same date of this, and forwarded through the regular | 
channel. I thought that you would desire to know of the news from 
the front in this part of your command. Deserters and refugees are 
coming in daily. I sent to Wheeling 21 day before yesterday. Five 
- have just come in within the last twenty-four hours, 2.0f them on 
horseback. They left McDowell on the night of the 26th ; both are 
quite intelligent ; they say the report with them before leaving was 
_. that the Federal army was advancing up the valley, and that a rebel 
force of 17,000 was between Strasburg and New Market, under 
_ Karly. Bill Jackson, they state, is under arrest for cowardice at or 


death to them. His departure from West Virginia would be joyful 
a news to them. I am also informed that great preparations are being 
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 ITsuggest that the regiment -had better not move until you are fur- _ 
ther advised, which you will undoubtedly be by the time youreach | 


| 
| 


- 


_ near Covington, during the last raid of General Averell. They also — 
state that General Averell is a terror to them; more so than ever | 
_, ‘Stonewall Jackson was to us. A rumor of his approach is equal to | 


made for a spring campaign into this State in the spring. One of. © 


them remarked that he heard some officers talking in Jackson’s camp, 
near Warm Springs, that if we succeeded in capturing their party out 
now that we would make a good haul. I learn this evening that this 
must have referred to Captain Spriggs, of Braxton. He is there, I 
' learn, stealing horses. Colonel Arnett, of the Twentieth Virginia 
e Cavalry, formerly from Marion County, wrote an article, which was 
published in the Richmond papers, that “ they must and would retake 


: and hold all of the country to the banks of the blue Ohio” the next — 
season.~ This article was read at dress-parade. All deserters,without 
one exception, describe the condition of things in Dixie, in front of 
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_ those men in the border counties that ran away at the commence- 


~ ment of the war that desire to still prolong the war. I am:assured. vag 


by these poor creatures that Jackson will not have 200 men ‘in his 

_ command by the 1st of May if something is not done for the good of 
_ the Confederacy. The rolls are called four times a day to keep their’ 

men from deserting. All say that there must be suffering before 
harvesting. I have written to you for instructions concerning these 
poor misguided creatures. All come in under the President’s amnesty 
proclamation ; Some have property, such as horses and small-arms. 
What must be done with the men and their property? I have been 


so far turning their property over to the quartermaster, and in- 


' structing him to give receipts for the same, stating the value of the 


_ »Bill Jackson, with all his command but two companies, is at Warm 
_ Springs; those are at Camp Northwest, 2 miles east of Hunters- 


Gatewood’s, that General Averell destroyed, are re-opened, and now 


are made here daily now. I am quite sure a detachment from this 
command could try and go there and capture this force. The works 
are not guarded by any military force. [am sure we have men that 


would or fa in the expedition. I should have addressed General | 
e had been at Martinsburg, but as he was away I thought © 


Averell if 
it proper to address you. Hoping all is satisfactory, . 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. 8S. HALL, 
Lieutenant-Oolonel Tenth West Virginia Infantry. 


HEADQUARTERS FIFTEENTH WEsT VIRGINIA INFANTRY, 
Sir John’s, January 30, 1864, 


Capt. T. MELvin, Entei 
y Asst, Adjt. Gen., Department of West Virginia: 


CAPTAIN : When the scout reported to me yesterday he called the 

_~ place by, I suppose, the familiar name of Salem. I took it to be a 
- village. Upon inquiry this morning I found it to be a church. The 
location I explained by telegram this morning. On the receipt of 
the intelligence I sent out 25 infantry, under a commissioned officer, 
with three days’ rations. This morning a party of 25, with a com- 
missioned officer and three days’ rations, starts from Rockwell’s Run, 


and a similar number similarly officered and rationed starts from 


No. 12, to go different directions, to look after parties of rebel sol- 
diers that are known to be in this country. This number will be 
kept out constantly in different parties, unless otherwise ordered, 

_ _-Very respectfully, &c., 
ee M. McCASLIN, | 
| | Colonel Fifteenth West Virginia Infantry. 


Nig? RiP eat 
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here, worse than confusion. I am informed that it is only 


same, and the men are forwarded to Wheeling. So farallhave been 
conscripts, and have not a cent of money. Their case is desperate. 


ville. No force at the Little Levels. I have sent the scouts to the 
Dry Fork of Cheat; they have not returned; was to have beenin 
this evening. LIalso have a scout tothe top of the Cheat. Talsolearn 
by all the deserters that the saltpeter-works on Black Creek, above 


. worked by 100 slaves, under Captain Heaton. Over 300 pounds niter ay 


Reis 
marge 
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Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, 
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/ uk uel ne te i eS ic eee be ; 
Fort Monrog, V.a., January 30, 1864—10'a. m, 
Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, : 
Secretary of War: et 
Where is Baker’s cavalry ? Two hundred and eighty-one men of ~ 
it landed at Yorktown two days ago; the rest have not been heard 


from. 


B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monrog, Va., January 30, 1864—6 p. m. 
(Received 6.10 p. m.) 


Secretary of War: 


The rebels are massing troops in Richmond. This is news by flag- | 
of-truce boat. I will send: copy of telegram by mail of news by a 


_ refugee to the same purpose. 


BUS BU TERR 
Major-General. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, January 31, 1864—8.45 p. m,) 


Z 


i Major-General MEADE, 


Philadelphia : 
I regret to learn your continued and serious illness, and am anxious 


to know the present condition of your health. 


EDWIN M. STANTON. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, vide 
January 31, 1864—10.30 p. m. (Received 11.15 p. m.) 


. Major-General HALLECK : 


The force in the Valley of the Shenandoah and its disposition, 


according to the latest information received here, does not indicate 


an intention to attack the line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 


_ Other information from the valley will be received Tuesday morn- 


ing. 
JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
January 31, 1864—3.15 p. m. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, _ ‘ : 
Chief of Staff: 
GENERAL: Have you seen the dispatch of General Kelley? Inthe 
contingency of Early attacking his whole line, he recommends a | 
movement from here. I consider such a move impracticable. Please 


give your views. 
JOHN SEDGWICK, OY 
Major-General, — 


x 


(Received 1lam.) 


ate. 
{ 
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CULPEPER, VA., January 31, 1864. 


Col. C. R. Smrru, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 


An expedition of the First Brigade sent out to the neighborhood 
of Madison Court-House last night captured 12 rebels and killed 1; 
also captured some horses. Will report more fully. Colonel Gibbs 
reports four guns put into position at Somerville Ford in the last 
forty-eight hours. All quiet in the lines. 

W. MERRITT, 


_Brigadier-General. 


MITCHELL’s, Va., January 31, 1864—8.30 p. m- 


General MERRITT, 
Commanding First Cavalry Division: 


Captain Gordon, with his regiment, is coming into his camp. He 


_has sent me 6 prisoners of Virginia cavalry, who will be sent up to 


Culpeper inthe morning. He has not yet reported, but I will send 
by telegraph anything that he may communicate. 
ALFRED GIBBS, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


—— 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY, 
January 31, 1864. 


Capt. T. C. Bacon, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division: 


Captain: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to instruc- 
tions, I proceeded last night at 12 m. to school-house ; was there met 
by Colonel Chapman, of the Third Indiana Cavalry, at 2 o’clock p. 
m. Ithen proceeded in the direction of Mount Carmel Church, it 
being understood that Colonel Chapman and myself should meet at 
that point. I waited in the vicinity of Captain Strother’s house two 
hours, in order to give him time, as he was to cross Robertson River. 
After searching Captain Strother’s house carefully, I proceeded at 
early dawn in the direction of Mount Carmel, where I captured 6 of 


_ Captain Strother’s men. I stayed at the church until 12 o’clock m., 
* but Colonel Chapman did not come up. I did not think I would be 


justified in staying at that point any longer, and after making a 
thorough examination of the country, I returned to this camp by the 
way of James City, arriving here at 5o’clock p.m. From what I 
could learn, it appears that this Mount Carmel Church has been oc- 
cupied by a few men. There are no indications of a large camp 
having been there. In addition to 6 prisoners (men) belonging to the 
Fourth Virginia Cavalry, I captured 2 horses and a wagon belonging 
to sutlers, and 3 horses and a mule. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

G. A. GORDON, 
Captain Second U. S. Cavalry, Commanding the Regvment. 


29 R R--VOL XXXIII 
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. HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT ENGINEER BRIGADE, 
Rappahannock Station, Va., January 31, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. H. W. Bennam, 
Commanding Engineer Brigade ; 


GENERAL: During the past month there has been little in our 
operations worthy of note. Our men have been principally employed 
in work upon winter quarters, fencing and flooring corrals, cordu- 
roy roads, and repairs and renewals in pontoon trains. On the after- 
noon of the 4th instant I received orders to take up the lower pon- 
toon bridge at this point, move my trains to headquarters Army of 
the Potomac, have the bridge at Welford’s Ford ready to take up 
after the trains passed, and report in person at headquarters. After 
seeing the tents struck of all the command except one company, the 
teams hitched up, and the work of dismantling the lower bridge com- 
menced, I proceeded to headquarters. There I found that it was 
proposed to send a force of 10,000 men (6,000 infantry and 4,000 
cavalry) over the mountains to Front Royal, to operate against 
a force of the enemy supposed to be in Shenandoah Valley, and 


that the bridge train was required for crossing Shenandoah River 


near Front. Royal. Nothing was decided, however, in relation to 
the movement, and as it was only intended that the trains should be 
ready, I immediately sent back word for the men to finish taking up 
the lower bridge and return to camp with the trains, keeping every- 
thing ready for starting the trains at short notice. It was fans 
arranged before I left headquarters that if the movement was ordered I 
should only furnish the trains with the transportation and everything 
necessary for the effective operations of the quartermaster’s depart- 
ment, and that Captain Mendell with his men should proceed to 
Front Royal in charge of the trains. Everything pertaining to this 
train was for some days kept ready for an immédiate start, but the 
movement was not ordered. We have still some work to do upon 
our trains to put them in perfect order, and some additional work 
in camp and in the corrals. When this is done I hope to be able to 
resume our drills in infantry tactics and Sapping and mining, 


Very respectfully, TRA Seat oe 
Major, Commanding Detachment. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc, 


January 31, 1864. 
Major-General Birney, 


Commanding Third Corps : 


General Kilpatrick reports that the infantry pickets of the Second 
and Third Corps will not permit his messengers to the cavalry pickets 
to pass the infantry picket-line on the main roads leading to the 
front with his pass ; thatall his people have been stopped this morn- 
ing. The commanding general directs that the infantry pickets be 
instructed to pass messengers, picket details of cavalry, &c., out 
and in on the main roads leading to the front when they have the 
pass of the commander of the cavalry division, and to pass in when 
they have the pass of the commander of the cavalry pickets. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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Extract from inspection report of the Sixth Army Corps for January, » 
1864, by Lieut. Col. J. Ford Kent, Assistant Inspector-General. 


The following are among the remarks made by the inspector of the 
Artillery Brigade : 

I would call attention to the large percentage of men employed on daily duty, and 
suggest that if negroes for teamsters could be supplied the artillery, a sufticient 
eer of men would be relieved in this brigade alone to handle a four-gun 

attery. 


Respectfully submitted for the information of the commanding 


general, 
GHO} Wr GHTRY. 
Brigadier-General, Acting Inspector-General. 


[First indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 17, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to the chief of artillery for remark. : 
By command of Major-General Meade: 
Ss. F. BARSTOW, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
{Second indorsement, } 


ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

February 18, 1864. 
The want of men in the artillery brigades is severely felt. Most 
of the batteries of the army require details from the infantry to serve 
the guns. No detailsshould be made from any battery for teamsters, 
except perhaps for the company wagons. There should be attached 
to artillery brigades one or more battalions of foot artillery, to serve 

as guards, escorts, supports, working parties on intrenchments when 
necessary, and to supply details for service with batteries when the — 
number of cannoneers is reduced too low for the efficient service of 
the guns. Details for these purposes are now made from the infantry, 
to the injury of the latter and the creation of ill-feeling. Until suf- 
ficient artillery troops are furnished for artillery duties, as in other 
armies, the evil complained of will beunavoidable. The Sixth Corps 
is not singular in this respect. The evil is felt in all the others in 
a greater or less degree. I shall present a report on this and kindred 
- subjects ina day or two. In the mean time I recommend that hired 

men, white or black, be furnished, if possible, to the Sixth Corps. 

Respectfully returned to headquarters Army of the Potomac. 
HENRY J. HUNT, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
January 31, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER CAVALRY CORPS : 

The commanders of the Second and Third Corps will be directed 
to instruct their pickets to permit the cavalry to pass through on the 
main roads when they have passes from the division commander, 
passing out, and the commanders of the cavalry pickets passing In. 
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The major-general commanding requests that General Kilpatrick 
will report which roads his cavalry must use in passing out and in; 
they must be reduced to the smallest number practicable. He will 
also report the cases of stopping his messengers, &c., that occurred 


to-day. 
ea A, A. HUMPHREYS 32s 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


BEALETON, VA., Janwary 31, 1864—5.10 p. m. 
Colonel TAYLOR: 


I received information through a negro, who came to my lines for 
that purpose, the enemy contemplate a raid on the railroad between 
Warrenton Junction and Catlett’s, some time between now and 
Tuesday night. Their force is under Captain Steel, and about 125 
strong. 

* “Tam, your obedient servant, 

H. H. WILSON, 
Captain Company F, Siateenth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., January 31, 1864—5 a. m. 
(Received 2.15 p. m.) 
Brig. Gen. G. W. CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff : 

Colonel Mulligan reports that a wagon train going to Colonel 
Thoburn, at Petersburg, guarded by 800 men, was attacked near 
Williamsport, at 3 p.m. yesterday, by Rosser’s brigade and Gilmor’s 
command, and, after a severe fight of four hours, our forces were 
repulsed and the wagon train captured. Colonel Snider, of the 
Fourth Virginia Cavalry, who was in command of the escort, reports 
his loss in killed and wounded at about 80, and he thinks the enemy’s 
loss much greater. Colonel Mulligan has moved out from New Creek 
to relieve Thoburn. The enemy’s force was estimated at 2,000, all 
mounted, with four guns, and it is believed he has more force behind. 
I have ordered Sullivan to send a cavalry force at once, via Win- 
chester and Wardensville, toward Moorefield, to recapture the train 
if possible, and assist in relieving Thoburn. This may be a part ofa 
plan to assail my whole line from here to Harper’s Ferry by General 
Karly. If so, may I suggest that a movement of a force from Gen- 
eral Meade’s right to Luray or Port Republic would be of great im- 
portance? Ihave deemed it of the utmost importance to hold Peters- 
burg heretofore, in order to prevent the enemy from occupying the 
South Branch Valley and drawing from it supplies, which are 
abundant, as well as to prevent him from enforcing the conscription 
laws; but I fear I shall be compelled to withdraw my force, as this 
is the second wagon train we have lost. This one, unfortunately, 
was loaded with commissary stores. 


B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


Oaap. XLV. CORRESPONDENCE, ETCO.— UNION. 453 


WASHINGTON, January 31, 1864—2.10 p. m. 


Brigadier-General KELLEY, 
Cumberland, Md. : 


A copy of your telegram of this morning has been sent to the 
commanding general of the Army of the Potomac. Before sending 
out supply trains a thorough reconnaissance should be made, and 
in cases of danger a large guard must precede and accompany it. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., January 31, 1864. 
(Received 2.15 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General CuLLUM, 
Chief of Staff: 

Colonel Mulligan reports from Burlington that a courier has just 
met him with a dispatch from Colonel Thoburn, advising him that 
reliable information had been received at Petersburg that Early was 
approaching that place with a large force, and that he (Thoburn) 
would leave Petersburg for New Creek this 2a.m. This dispatch 
was dated 2 p. m. yesterday, but as the attack of Rosser on the train 
took place at 3 p.m. on the road that Thoburn intended to take, 
Colonel Mulligan thinks he has fallen back on the Seneca route into 
the mountains. I am ill-prepared to repel a large force. My com- 
mand, always much scattered, is now much weakened by furloughs 


granted to veterans, 
B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


— 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., January 31, 1864—4 p. m. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY, 
Cumberland : ° 
General Wheaton’s brigade and the several detached regiments 
sent to Harper’s Ferry are still there, subject to your orders. By 
moving your troops to the point threatened you will be abundantly 
able to cope with Karly’s forces, unless they have been greatly in- 
creased. Keep me advised of the condition of things. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., January 31, 1864—7 p. m. 
(Received 12.30 a. m., February 1.) 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff: 

A dispatch just received from Colonel Mulligan informs me that 
Thoburn left Petersburg last night by mountain road, and will reach 
him in safety to-night with all hismenand material. Early’s forces 
attacked and shelled his camp and works at daylight this morning, 
Thoburn then being 8 miles distant on his way to New Creek. 
Wheaton’s brigade is reduced by furloughs to about 900 men, and, 
having already taken two mounted regiments from Sullivan, I do 
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not deem it prudent to further reduce the force at Harper’s Ferry. 
Thoburn’s force being safe, and added to Mulligan’s, with the mounted 
force from Sullivan, will, I trust, enable us to check Early’sadvance. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 31, 1864—11 p. m. 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff, Washington: 

A deserter just came in to Colonel Mulligan ; reports Early’s force 
to be three brigades of cavalry, two of infantry, with artillery. I 
fear the wires will be cut to-night. If so, please correspond direct 
with General Sullivan. 

B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 31, 1864—4 a. m. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper’s Ferry: 

Colonel Mulligan met the wagon-train escort at Ridgeville. They 
‘ had a severe fight with Rosser’s force ; lost about 80 killed and 
wounded ; enemy’s loss much greater. Lost the wagon train almost 
entirely. I must now make a strong and quick effort to relieve Tho- 
burn. Send what available cavalry you have with two of Averell’s 
regiments, via Winchester and Wardensville, toward Moorefield. 
They should take ten days’ rations of hard bread, sugar, coffee, and 
salt. The enemy’s force engaged was between 1,000 and 2,000, but 
it was believed a much larger force was behind. The enemy were 
all mounted, with four guns. Send Ewing’s battery with the troops 
from Martinsburg. Beonthealert. This may be acombined move- 
ment of General Lee’s. 

B F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 31, 1864—8 a. m. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper's Ferry: 

Colonel Oley reports that Ewing cannot take but three guns for 
want of horses. Send a section of one of your batteries. Nothing 
further from Mulligan. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


EIN CUMBERLAND, January 31, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 


Harper’s Ferry : 

A dispatch just received from Colonel Mulligan reports a courier 
from Colonel Thoburn with a dispatch dated at 2p. m. yesterday, 
in which he says that he has rehable information that Early left 
Harrisonburg on last Wednesday for the South Branch Valley, and 


\ 
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that Rosser and Imboden were to accompany him. If this is true, 
the force capturing the train was the advance of Early. Thoburn 
advised Mulligan he would leave Petersburg at 2 a. m. for New 
Creek ; if he did, I fear he is cut off. If Early is coming into this 
valley I may require more infantry for a few days. If so, be ready. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
f Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 31, 1864—8 p. m. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper’s Ferry: 

A dispatch from Mulligan advises me that Thoburn evacuated 
Petersburg last night, and is safe with men and material. Early’s 
forces attacked and shelled his camp and works at daylight this 
a.m. The rebels burnt a large portion of the train. It is rumored 
to-night there is a rebel force in or near Romney. I fear they intend 
to cut the railroad and telegraph below here. As Thoburn is safe, 
you will send a messenger to-night and direct the officer in command 
of your cavalry to go from Wardensville by the Grassy Lick road 
to Romney, instead of Moorefield. By that route he will be able to 
protect the railroad better, and will be within striking distance of 


my force. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 31, 1864—1i a. m. 
Colonel MULLIGAN, Ridgeville : 

Colonel Thoburn’s dispatch was dated before he was aware our 
forces had been attacked. Can he find any road to reach the west 
side of Knobly without encountering Rosser’s force? I send the old 
Ringgolds on a scout up Patterson’s Creek. They will reach you 
this evening. Have ordered four mounted regiments to move, by 
way of Winchester and Wardensville, toward Moorefield. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 31, 1864—4 p. m. 
Colonel MuLLIGAN, New Creek: 

I presume you are aware there is a road from Williamsport to 
Ridgeville along east base of Knobly Mountain. This road you will 
give your personal attention. I also suggest you send an infantry 
scout on Knobly with instructions to get a good lookout and report 
to you as soon as any force shows itself in the valley above Burling- 
ton. Maulsby’s battery is on the way to you from Clarksburg. 

Peat KEG Y, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 31, 1864—4 a. m. 
Colonel OLEY, Martinsburg : 


Colonel Thoburn’s wagon train was attacked and captured yester- 
day after a severe fight. We lost about 80 men killed and wounded, 


4 
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The enemy’s loss much greater. We lost the wagon train almost 


entirely. Have ordered General Sullivan to send aforce to recapture — 


the train and assist in relieving Thoburn. He will require two of 
your regiments and Ewing’s battery. 
B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, January 31, 1864—8 a. m. 
Colonel OLEY, 
Martinsburg: 

General Sullivan will send a section of one of his batteries with 
Captain Ewing’s three guns. Advise the general what regiment 
yousend. Get off as soon as possible, if not already gone. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpagrs. FourtH Div., DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, January 31, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY, 
Cumberland: 
Scout sent by your orders to Salem Church and Unger’s Store has 
returned. Nothing was seen or learned of importance. 
JOHN H. OLEY, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


Hpgrs. 3D Bria., 3D Div. Cav., DEPT. oF W. VA., 
Charleston, W. Va., January 31, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel ALEXANDER, 

Asst, Adjt. Gen., Cavalry Bureau, Washington, D. C.: 
Str: In accordance with General Orders, No. 237, War Depart- 
ment, series of 1863, I have the honor to make the following report of 

my command of mounted troops for the month of January, 1864: 
The command is generally in good condition. The cavalry and 
mounted infantry are fully supplied with horses, arms, and equip- 
ments. The artillery stand in need of new caissons and gun car- 
riages, requisitions for which have been forwarded, properly ap- 
proved, to the Chief of the Ordnance Bureau. Requisitions have 
been promptly made for every article necessary to fit the command 


for active duty. I regret to state that in some cases much delay 


occurs in getting the requisitions filled. Since my last report no 
movement has been made by my command in force. Numerous 
detachments of from one to three squadrons have been sent out for 
scouting purposes. The average number of miles made per man by 
my command is 200. The horses have been well fed and groomed, 
and well shod. The rations have been a full supply of hay and 
grain, the grain ration being corn and oats, mixed. A large num- 
ber of the brigade are now on furlough as veterans. The regiments 
are being rapidly reorganized as veteran troops. Recruits are com- 
ing in rapidly. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, _. 
A. N. DUFFTE, 
General, Commanding Cavalry. 


7 
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ITINERARY OF THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.* 
CAVALRY CORPS.+ 


' Second Brigade, First Division, commanded by Col. Josiah H. Kel- 
logg, Seventeenth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


January 1 to 31.—Picketed on the Sperryville pike, Madison and 
James City roads. 


Second Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. David McM. Gregg. 


January 1.—Headquarters division at Bealeton. Division ordered 
out toward Winchester to intercept rebel General Early. Col. J. P. 
Taylor commanding Second Division. 

January 2.—General Gregg and Lieutenant Arrowsmith, aide-de- 
camp, returned from leave of absence. 

January 3.—The division, while on return from Shenandoah, 
received orders to return ; order countermanded same day. 

January 4.—The division at Warrenton and headquarters at 
Bealeton. ; 

January 5,—All quiet. 

January 6.—Division headquarters moved to Warrenton and es- 
tablished at the house of rebel ex-Governor Smith, on Sulphur 
Springs road. First Brigade at Warrenton ; Second Brigade between 
Warrenton and Warrenton Junction. 

January '7.—Reserve picket Third Pennsylvania Cavalry capt- 
ured ; 6or 7 wounded, 40 horses captured, with equipments and arms 
of men and horses. 

January 8 to 31.—All quiet ; nothing unusual transpiring ; scout- 
ing parties sent out daily. 


First Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. John P. Taylor, 
First Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


The brigade has been lying in the vicinity of Warrenton, Va., dur- 
ing the month, doing wo duty and scouting the surrounding 
country. Nothing further of importance to record, except a scout to 
Front Royal on January 1. Themen enduring great hardships from 
the excessive cold, but succeeded in capturing a 4-horse team and a 
number of the enemy. 


Second Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. J. Irvin 
Gregg, Siateenth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


SIXTEENTH PENNSYLVANIA. 


January 1.—Moved out of camp near Bealeton at 8 a. m.; marched 
via Warrenton to Orleans and encamped ; two squadrons on picket. 

January 2.—Marched to Front Royal via Chester Gap ; encamped 
for the night. 

January 3.—Marched via Manassas Gap to near Salem and en- 
camped. 


* As reported on returns of the several commands for January, 1864, 
¢+Commanded by Maj. Gen, Alfred Pleasonton. 
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January 4.—Marched to Warrenton and encamped. 

January 5.—In camp. 4 

January 6.—Joined regimental headquarters and balance of regi- 
ment at Turkey Run, and went into camp. 

January % to 26.—In camp (Turkey Run) building quarters, and. 
picketing between First Brigade and Thirteenth Pennsylvania. 

January 27, 4 p. m.—Received orders to saddle up and be under 
arms. 

January 28, 10 a. m.—Unsaddled. 

January 28 to 30.—In camp. 

January 31.—One hundred men and 3 commissioned officers went 
on picket to near Morrisville. 


THIRTEENTH PENNSYLVANIA. 


January 1.—Regiment left camp (Bealeton Station) on a five days’ 
scout; night of the Ist encamped at Orleans. : 

January 2.—Moved to Front Royal; thence to Salem Church, and 
encamped for the night. 

January 4.—Marched to Warrenton, and remained in camp until 
the 6th ; then left for Turkey Run, where regiment went into winter 
quarters, performing picket duty since. 

January 27.—Sent one squadron to picket on Morrisville road, near 
Bealeton Station ; relieved 30th by Sixteenth Pennsylvania. 


EIGHTH PENNSYLVANIA. 


January 1.—Regiment left camp near Bealeton Station and 
marched to near Orleans, bivouacking for the night. 

January 2.—Marched to near Front Royal and bivouacked.* 

January 3.—Started back, and marched to Salem. 

January 4.«Left Salem at daybreak and marched to near War- 
renton and went into camp. 

January 5,—Men with unserviceable horses, &c., joined the com- 
mand. 

January 6.—Marched 13 miles toward Warrenton Junction and 
went into camp ; regiment made two scouts since reaching here, one 
to Sulphur Springs by way of Fayetteville, and one to Auburn and 
vicinity. 


SECOND PENNSYLVANIA. 


January 1 to 29.—The regiment encamped near Bealeton, picketing 
the Morrisville road. 
January 29.—Moved to near Warrenton. 
January 30.—Five re-enlisted companies started home on thirty- 
five days’ furlough (223 men). 


FIRST MAINE. 


January 1.—Regiment moved to Warrenton with brigade, and, 
joined by First Brigade there, proceeded to near Orleans and en- 
camped for the night. 

January 2.—Moved at daylight, and passing through Chester Gap 
encamped for the night at Front Royal. 

January 3.—Moved to near Manassas Gap-and halted, detailing 
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111 men, commanded by Captain Taylor, to make a forced march to 
Warrenton to bear dispatches. This detail captured several prison- 
ers and horses on the route, arriving at Warrenton that night. The 
residue of the regiment, forming the advance of the division, moved 
through Manassas Gap, also capturing several prisioners, and en- 
camped with the division at Oak Hill. ; 

January 4.—Moved to near Warrenton, on the New Baltimore 
pike, and remaining there until January 6; then moved with the 
brigade to Turkey Run, and went into winter quarters. Since 
arriving at their present camp the daily outpost detailed has been 1 
commissioned officer and from 23 to 31 men. 

January 13.—Sent scouting party of 100 men, commanded by 
Major Thaxter, to Fayetteville and Foxville. 

January 17.—Sent scouting party of 40 men, commanded by 
Captain Chadbourne, to Auburn and vicinity. 

January 23.—Sent scouting party of 50 men to Greenwich and 
vicinity, commanded by Lieutenant Carson. Owing to the vicinity 
of numerous guerrilla bands and scouting parties of the enemy, the 
demand for escorts to wagons has been unusually large, and the 
poor condition of animals in the regiment when it first arrived in 
camp rendered it the more difficult to fill such details when specially 
needed. One hundred and ninety-one recruits have been received 
by the regiment during the month, and 15 men have been discharged 
for various reasons ; 216 men have re-enlisted as veteran volunteers, 


/ 


49 of whom have been individually’ furloughed and sent to Maine. 
TENTH NEW YORK. 


January 1.—Regiment doing picket duty along the railroad be- 
tween Warrenton and Warrenton Junction. 

January %7.—One man missing, supposed taken by guerrillas. 
Regiment doing picket duty until the 15th, when the heutenant- 
colonel, 1 major, quartermaster, regimental commissary of sub- 
sistence, adjutant, surgeon, and 274 men started on train for State 
of New York to report to the Governor, they having re-enlisted for 
three years as veteran volunteers. 

January 21.—Commenced building corduroy for horses to stand 
upon ; condition of regiment good, both men and horses. The men 
that did not re-enlist taking care of the horses of veterans during 
their absence. 


First Brigade, Third Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry 
E. Davies, jr. 


This command is doing picket duty on the extreme left and front 
-of the army, the vedettes stretching from Germanna Ford, on the 

Rapidan, across the neck to Kemper’s Dam, on the Rappahannock, 
patrolling the roads to Ellis’ and Ely’s Fords. 

January 12.—The patrol of 6 men to Ellis’ Ford was attacked by 
concealed guerrillas in dense pine woods and 5 captured. 

January 17.—The patrol] of 1 sergeant and 7 men returning from 
Ellis’ Ford were surrounded by the enemy in ambuscade and 7 men 
captured. At the same time the patrol of 1 sergeant and 8 men re- 
turning from Ely’s Ford were fired upon from both sides of the road 
and rear by concealed dismounted men in dense pine woods ; 1 man 
killed, 2 wounded, and 2 captured. 


1 
f | 
{ 
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January 22.—The patrol of 1 commissioned officer and 30 men were | 


attacked going to Ellis’ Ford, by a party of dismounted men in am-| 
bush. Loss, 1 man killed, 6 wounded, and 4 captured. 


Cavalry Reserve Brigade, commanded by Col. Alfred Gibbs, First | 
New York Dragoons. 

The brigade has been encamped near Mitchell’s Station, Va., pick- | 
eting the Rapidan during the whole month. 


FIRST ARMY CORPS.* 


First Brigade, First Division, commanded by Col. Henry A. Mor- 
row, Twenty-fourth Michigan Infantry. 


January 3.—The Seventh Wisconsin Volunteers left for Wiscon- 
sin, in accordance with paragraph IX, Special Orders, No. 2, January 
2, headquarters Army of the Potomac, over three-fourths of the regi- 
ment having re-enlisted as veteran volunteers. 

January 4.—The Seventy-sixth New York Volunteers transferred 
to the First Brigade by General Orders, No. 1, of January 4, First 
Division headquarters. 

January 7.—Over three-fourths of the Sixth Wisconsin Volun- 
teers having re-enlisted as veteran volunteers, they left for Wiscon- 
sin, per paragraph III, Special Orders, No. 4, January 5, 1864, head- 
quarters Army of the Potomac. 

January 11.—The Nineteenth Indiana Volunteers left for State, 
in accordance with paragraph I, Special Orders, No. 8, January 9, 
headquarters Army of the Potomac. 

January 14.—Moved brigade headquarters from Catalpa Mansion, 
near Culpeper, to its present location on the Sperryville pike, about 
three-fourths of a mile from Culpeper; brigade reviewed as part of 
division on the 29th instant. 


Second Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. John C. Robinson. 


January 3.—Changed camp to Mitchell’s Station. 
January 29.—Moved headquarters to Culpeper Court-House, where 
we are now encamped. 


First Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. Thomas F. 
McCoy, One hundred and seventh Pennsylvania Infantry. 


The brigade has been performing outpost duty at Mitchell’s Sta. 
tion, Va., during the month. 


Second Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. Charles 
Wheelock, Ninety-seventh New York Infantry. 


January 2.—The brigade left Culpeper for Cedar Mountain, where 
they remained doing picket duty until January 28, when they re- 
ceived orders to move to Culpeper, where they now remain. 


* Commanded by Maj. Gen. John Newton. 
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Third Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. John R. Kenly. 


Encamped near Culpeper Court-House, Va. No change of posi- 
tion has been made during the month. ; 


First Brigade, Third Division, commanded by Col. Langhorne 
Wister, One hundred and fiftieth Pennsylvania Infantry. 


Brigade is now in winter quarters and doing picket duty. No 
change of position has been made during the month. 


SECOND ARMY CORPS.* 


January 1.—In camp at Stevensburg ; corps headquarters at Hans- 
borough House. 

January 5.—The Sixty-sixth and Fifty-ninth New York Regiments 
furloughed as veteran volunteers. 

January 9.—The Highty-eighth Battalion New York Volunteers 
and Battery F, First Pennsylvania Artillery, furloughed as veteran 
volunteers. 


Fourth Brigade, First Division, commanded by Maj. Leman W. 
Bradley, Sixty-fourth New York Infantry. 


At close of last return this command was encamped near Ger- 
manna Ford, some 5 miles in advance of the main camps. 

January ?%.—By direction from superior headquarters, we changed 
camp to a position some mile or more to the rear, in order to pre- 
vent the practicability of flanking by the enemy, which makes our 
present camp near Sheppard’s Grove, Va. 


Second Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Cot. R. Penn 
Smith, Seventy-first Pennsylvania Infantry. 


January 1 to 31.—In camp near Stevensburg, Va. 

January 1 to 8.—Commanded by Col. A. F. Devereux, Nineteenth 
Massachusetts Volunteers. 

January 8 to 31.—Commanded by Col. R. Penn Smith, Seventy- 
first Pennsylvania Volunteers. 


THIRD ARMY CORPS.+ 
First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. J. H. Hobart Ward. 


January 9.—The division began moving its camp from near Brandy 
Station to the farm of Mr. Rixey, about 34 miles from Brandy Sta- 
-tion and 24 from Culpeper. The last brigade moved on the 13th. 
Nothing of importance since that time. 


Third Brigade, Third Division, commanded by Col. Benjamin F. 
Smith, One hundred and twenty-sixth Ohio Infantry. : 


Picket duty has been regularly performed by detachments from 
the brigade during the month. No change in headquarters or camps 
of the brigade, and nothing worthy of note has occurred since the 
last return. 


* Commanded by Maj. Gen. Gouverneur K. Warren. 
{Commanded by Maj. Gen. William H. French, 


{ 


/ 
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FIFTH ARMY CORPS.* iy 


Headquarters of the corps near Rappahannock Station, Va.; corps | 
engaged in guarding the Orange and Alexandria Railroad from Rap- 
pahannock bridge to Bull Run, and the line of the river from Nor- 
man’s to Freeman’s Fords. Three regiments are stationed at Alex- | 
andria, guarding trains. | 


SIXTH ARMY COPS.+ 


In camp near Welford’s Ford during the month. 


Abstract from return of the Army of the Potomac, Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, | 
U. S. Army, commanding, for the month of January, 1864. 
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a Including cam p guards, orderlies, provost guard, and signal corps. 


Organization of the Army of the Potomac, Maj. Gen. George G. 
Meade, U. S. Army, commanding, January 31, 1864. 


GENERAL HEADQUARTERS. 


PROVOST GUARD. 
Brig. Gen. MARSENA R. PATRICK. 


80th New York (20th Militia), Col. Theodore B. Gates. 
98d New York, Maj. Samuel McConihe. 

114th Pennsylvania, Maj. Edward R. Bowen. 
1st Maryland Cavalry, Capt. Joseph H. Cook. 
Cavalry detachments. t+ 


GUARDS AND ORDERLIES. 
Oneida (New York) Cavalry, Capt. Daniel P. Mann. 
SIGNAL CORPS. 


Capt. LEMUEL B. Norton. 


*Commanded by Maj. Gen. George Sykes. 
+ Commanded by Maj. Gen. John Sedgwick. 
¢ From First Maine and Second, Fifth, and Sixth United States, 
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ORDNANCE DETACHMENT, 


Lieut. MoRRIS SCHAFF, 


ENGINEER BRIGADE. 


Brig. Gen. HENRY W. BENHAM, 


15th New York, Maj. William A. Ketchum. 
50th New York, Col. William H. Pettes. 


BATTALION U. S. ENGINEERS. 


Capt. CHARLES N. TURNBULL, 


FIRST ARMY CORPS. 


Maj. Gen. JOHN NEWTON. 


ESCORT. 


Cavalry detachments,* Capt. Robert A. Robinson. 


FIRST DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. JAMES C. RICE. 


First Brigade. 
Col. HENRY A. Morrow. 


19th Indiana, Col. Samuel J. Williams. 
24th Bean Capt. Albert M. Ed- 
ards. 

76th New oe Lieut. Col. John E. 

ist Battalion New York Sharpshooters, 
Capt. Volney J. Shipman. 

2d Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. John Mans- 
field. 

6th Wisconsin, Col. Edward 8S. Bragg. 

7th Wisconsin, Col, William W. Robin- 
son, 


Second Brigade. 
Col. J. WILLIAM HOFMANN. 


7th Indiana, Col. Ira G. Grover. 
84th New York (14th Militia), Maj. 
Henry T. Head. 
95th New. York, Col. Edward Pye. 
147th New York, Col. Francis C. Miller. 
56th Uae ety Capt. Michael Kun- 
e. 


SECOND DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. JOHN C, ROBINSON. 


First Brigade. 

Col. THomas F,. McCoy. 

16th Maine, Lieut. Col. Augustus B. 
Farnham. 

18th Massachusetts, Capt. Charles H. 
Hovey. 

39th Beech usete, Col. Phineas S. 
Davi 

104th New one Col. Gilbert G. prey 


107th Pennsylvania, Capt. Edwin 
Zeigler. 


Second Brigade. 
Col, CHARLES WHEELOCK. 
12th Meee Capt. Charles W. 


Has 
83d New ae (ith Militia), Maj. Henry. 
V. Williamson. 
97th New York, Maj. Charles Northrup. 
1ith Pennsylvania, Col. Richard Coulter. 
88th Pennsylvania, Capt. John S. Steeple. 
90th Pennsylvania, Col. Peter Lyle. 


* From Fourth and Sixteenth Pennsylvania Regiments, 


464 OPERATIONS IN N. ©, VA.. W. VA., MD., AND PA, [Caar. XLV, 


THIRD DIVISION. 


Brig, Gen. JouHN R. KENLY. 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Col. LANGHORNE WISTER. ‘ Col. NATHAN T. DUSHANE. 


12ist Pennsylvania, Maj. Thomas M. | 1st Maryland, Maj. Benjamin H. Schley. 
Hall 


all. 4th Maryland, Col. Richard N. Bower- 
142d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Alfred 


B. McCalmont. 

143d Pennsylvania, Col. Edmund L. 
Dana. 

149th Pennsylvania, Capt. John Irvin. 

150th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Henry S. 
Huidekoper. 


man. 

7th Maryland, Lieut. Col. Charles E. 
Phelps. 

8th Maryland, Col. Andrew W. Denison. 


ARTILLERY BRIGADE. 
Col. CHARLES S. WAINWRIGHT! 


Maine Light, 5th Battery (E), Lieut. Edward N. Whittier. } 
Maryland Light, Battery A, Capt. James H. Rigb i 


. 


1st New York Light, Batteries KE and L, Capt. Gilbert H. Reynolds. 
ist New York Light, Battery H, Lieut. David F. Ritchie. 
ist Pennsylvania Light, Battery B, Capt. James H. Cooper. 
4th United States, Battery B, Lieut. James Stewart. | 


SECOND ARMY CORPS. 
Maj. Gen, GOUVERNEUR K. WARREN. 
ESCORT. 
Cavalry detachments,* Lieut. Robert Brown. 
= FIRST DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN C. CALDWELL. 


First Brigade. Third Brigade. 


Col. H. Boyp McKEEn. Col. JAMES A, Braver, 

26th Michigan, Maj. Lemuel Saviers. 7th New York ili 

61st Rew we Lieut. Col. K. Oscar | 52d New yore) ( pines 
roady. ; 


j Sith New York 
81st Pennsylvania, Capt. William Wil- | 66th New WOME t t Tacit Col Alford 


2 ‘hapman. 
son. 148th Pennsyl i x 
140th Pennsylvania, Capt. John F. Mc- A. Bee haeih Lieut. Col. George 
Cullough. , 
Second Brigade. Fourth Brigade. 
Col. RICHARD BYRNES. Maj. LEMAN W. BRADLEY. 
28th Massachusetts, Capt. Jeremiah W. 2d Delaware, Capt. Peter McCul- 
Covenay. lough. 


64th New York, Capt. William Glenny. 


63d New York, 
{ca Peter T. Boyle. | 58d Pennsylvania, Capt. Archibald F 


69th New York, 
88th New York.+ J 


Jones, 
116th Pens: Capt. Garrett Now- | 145th Pennsylvania, Maj. Charles M, 
en. 


Lynch. 


* From Tenth New York and Thirteenth Pennsylvania. 
+ Detachment. 


— 
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SECOND DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER S. WEBB. 
Headquarters. 
2d Company Minnesota Sharpshooters, Lieut. Mahlon Black. 
First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Col. DE Witt C. BAXTER. Col. R. PENN SMITH. 


19th Maine, Capt. William H. Fogler. 69th Pennsylvania, Capt. Thomas 


15th Massachusetts, Capt. Charles H. oods. 
Eager. 71st Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Charles 

_1st Minnesota, Capt. Henry C. Coates. Kochersperger. 

82d New York (2d Militia), Col. Henry | 72d Pennsylvania, Capt. Edward B. 
W. Hudson. Whitaker. 

152d New York, Lieut. Col. George W. | 106th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. William 
Thompson. L. Curry. 


Third Brigade. 
Col. TURNER G. MOREHEAD. 
19th Massachusetts, Col. Arthur F. Devereux. 


20th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. George N. Macy. 
ist Company (Andrew) Massachusetts Sharpshooters, Lieut. Samuel G. Gilbreth. 


~ ‘ith Michigan,* Col. Norman J. Hall. 
42d New York, Lieut. Col. William A. Lynch. 
59th New York,* Lieut. Col. Horace P. Rugg. 


THIRD DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER Hays. 
First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Col. SAMUEL S. CARROLL. Col. CHARLES J. POWERS. 


14th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Elijah H.C. | 14th Connecticut, Maj. James B. Coit. 
i 1st Delaware,* Capt. George F. Tait. 


Cavins. 
4th Ohio, Maj. Peter Grubb. 12th New Jersey, Capt. Henry F’. Chew. 
8th Ohio, Capt. William Kenny. 10th New York Battalion, Capt. George 
7th West Virginia Battalion, Lieut. Col. M. Dewey. 

Jonathan H. Lockwood. 108th New York, Lieut. Col. Francis E. 


Pierce. 
Third Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. JosHua T. OWEN. 


39th New York, Lieut. Col. James G. Hughes. 
111th New York, Lieut. Col. Isaac M. Lusk. 
125th New York, Capt. Frank Chamberlain. 
126th New York, Lieut. Col. William H. Baird. 


ARTILLERY BRIGADE. 
Lieut. Col. J. ALBERT MONROE. 


1st New York Light, Battery G, Capt. Nelson Ames. 

ist Pennsylvania Light, Batteries F and G, Lieut. Beldin Spence. 
Pennsylvania Light, Battery C, Capt. James Thompson. 
Pennsylvania Light, Battery F, Capt. Nathaniel Irish. 

1st Rhode Island Light, Battery A, Capt. William A. Arnold. 
1st Rhode Island Light, Battery B, Capt. John G. Hazard. 

5th United States, Battery C, Lieut. Richard Metcalf. 


* Absent on veteran furlough. 
30 R R—VOL XXXIII 
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THIRD ARMY CORPS. 
Maj. Gen. Davip B. BIRNEY. 
FIRST DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. J. H. HOBART WARD. 


First Brigade. 
Col. CHARLES H. T. CoLLis. 


57th Pennsylvania,* Col. Peter Sides. 


63d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John A. 


Danks. 


105th Pennsylvania,* Col. Calvin A. 


raig. 
110th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Isaac 


Rogers. 
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Second Brigade. 
Col. ELIJAH WALKER. 


20th Indiana, Col. William C. L. Taylor. 
3d Maine, Col. Moses B. Lakeman. 
4th Maine, Maj. Robert H. Gray. 

86th New York, Lieut. Col. Jacob H. 


Lansing. 
124th New York, Lieut. Col. Francis M. | 
Cummins. 


{ 
| 
| 
| 
' 99th Pennsylvania, Col. Asher S. Leidy. ; 
2d U. S. Sharpshooters, Lieut. Col. | 
Homer R. Stoughton. 
i 

| 


g 
141st ED bani a Col. Henry J. Ma- 
dill. 


Third Brigade. 
Col. GEORGE W. WEST. 


17th Maine, Maj. Charles P. Mattocks. 
3d Panesar 
5th Michigan, + 
40th New York, 
68th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Robert E. Winslow. 
ist U.S. Sharpshooters, Lieut. Col. Edwin R. Biles. 


f Lieut. Col. George W. Meikel. 


SECOND DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. HENRY PRINCE. 


First Brigade. 
Col. WILLIAM BLAISDELL. 
1st Massachusetts, Col. Napoleon B. 


McLaughlen. 
11th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Porter D. 


Second Brigade. 
Lieut. Col. Jon LEONARD. 


70th New York, Maj. William H. Hugo. 
71st New York, Maj. Thomas Rafferty. 


72d New York, Maj. Caspar K. Abell. 
73d New York, Lieut. Col. Michael W. 
Burns. 
74th New York, Maj. Henry M. Alles. 
120th New York, Maj. John R. Tappen. 


Tripp. 

16th Massachusetts, Maj. Samuel W. 
Richardson. 

11th New Jersey, Col. Robert McAllister. 

26th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Robert L. 
Bodine. 

84th Sel aan Lieut. Col. Milton 

, pp: 


Third Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. GERSHOM Mott. 


5th New Jersey, Maj. Ashbel W. Angel. 
6th New Jersey, Lieut. Col. Stephen R. Gilkyson. 
7th New Jersey, Capt. James McKiernan. 
8th New Jersey, Col. John Ramsey. 
115th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John P. Dunne. 


*Absent on veteran furlough. 
+ Detachment. 
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THIRD DIVISION, 
Brig. Gen. JOSEPH B. CARR. 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM H, Morris. Col. J. WARREN KEIFER. 
14th New Jersey, Col. William 8. Truex. 6th Maryland, Col. John W. Horn. 
15ist New York, Maj. Thomas M. Fay. 110th Ohio, Capt. Aaron Spangler. 
10th Vermont, Col. Albert B. Jewett. 122d Ohio, Col. William H. Ball. 


138th Pennsylvania, Capt. George W. 
Guss. 


Third Brigade. 
Col. BENJAMIN F. SMITH. 


106th New York, Lieut. Col. Charles Townsend. 
126th Ohio, Maj. Aaron W. Ebright. - 
67th Pennsylvania, Col. John F. Staunton. 
87th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. James A. Stahle. 


ARTILLERY BRIGADE, . 
Capt. O’NEIL W. RoBINSON, Jr. 


Maine Light, 4th Battery (D), Lieut. Melville C. Kimball. 
Massachusetts Light, 10th Battery, Capt. J. Henry Sleeper. 
New Hampshire Light, 1st Battery, Lieut. John Wadleigh. 
ist New Jersey Light, Battery B, Capt. A. Judson Clark. 

1st New York Light, Battery D, Lieut. Thomas H. Crego. 
New York Light, 12th Battery, Capt. George F. McKnight. 
1st Rhode Island Light, Battery E, Lieut. John K. Bucklyn. 
4th United States, Battery K, Lieut. John W. Roder. 


FIFTH ARMY CORPS. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE SYKES. 
PROVOST GUARD. 
12th New York, Companies D and E, Capt. Henry W. Rider. 
FIRST DIVISION. 


Col. JACOB B. SWEITZER. 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Col. WILLIAM 8, TILTON. Col. PATRICK R. GUINEY. 
118th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. William | 9th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Patrick 
B. White. T. Hanley. ; 
22d Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Thomas | 82d Massachusetts, Capt. Josiah C. Ful- 
Sherwin, jr. | Jer, ’ 
1st Michigan, Maj. George C. Hopper. 4th Michigan, Lieut. Col. George W. 
18th Pennsylvania, Col. James Gwyn. Lumbard. 


62d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. James C. 
ull, 


468 


Third Brigade. 
Col. JOSEPH HAYES. 


20th Maine, Maj. Ellis Spear. 

16th Michigan, Lieut. Col. Norval E. Welch. - 
44th New York, Maj. Edward B. Knox. 

88d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. De Witt C. McCoy. 


SECOND DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. ROMEYN B. AYRES. 


First Brigade. 


Maj. LUTHER B. BRUEN. 


2d United States (six companies), Capt. 


Joseph 8. Conrad. 
3d United States, Lieut. John H. Page. 
11th United States, Capt. Francis M. 


Cooley. 
12th United States, Capt. Philip W. 


Stanhope. 
14th United States (eight companies), 
Capt. Edward McK: Hudson. 
17th United States (eight companies), 
Capt. Dudley H. Chase. 
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Second Brigade. 


Col. Davin T. JENKINS. 


140th New York, Col. George Ryan. 
146th New York, Lieut. Col. Jesse J. 


Armstrong. 

91st Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Joseph 
H. Sinex. 

155th Pennsylvania, Capt. Samuel A. 
McKee. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 


THIRD DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. SAMUEL W. CRAWFORD. 


First Brigade. 
. Col. WILLIAM MCCANDLESS. 


ist Pennsylvania Reserves, Lieut. Col. 
William W. Stewart. 
2d Pennsylvania Reserves, Maj. Rich- 
ard Ellis. 
6th Pennsylvania Reserves, Lieut. Col. 
William D. Dixon. 
11th Pennsylvania Reserves, Col. Samuel 
M. Jackson. 
18th Pennsylvania Reserves (1st Rifles), 
Lieut. Col. Alanson E. Niles. 


Third Brigade. ! 
Col. JOSEPH W. FISHER. 


5th Pennsylvania Reserves, Lieut. Col. 


George Dare. 
9th Pennsylvania Reserves, Maj.Charles 
Barnes. 
10th Pennsylvania Reserves, Maj. Ira 
Ayer, jr. 


12th Pennsylvania Reserves, Lieut, Col. 
Richard Gustin. 


ARTILLERY BRIGADE. 


Capt. AuGusTUS P. MARTIN. 


Massachusetts Light, 3d Battery (C), Lieut. Aaron F. Walcott. 
Massachusetts Light, 5th Battery (E), Capt. Charles A. Phillips. 
ist New York Light, Battery C, Capt. Almont Barnes. 

1st Ohio Light, Battery L, Capt. Frank C. Gibbs. 

3d United States, Batteries F and K, Lieut, George F. Barstow. 
5th United States, Battery D, Lieut. Benjamin F. Rittenhouse. 
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SIXTH ARMY CORPS. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN SEDGWICK. 
ESCORT. 
1st Vermont Cavalry (detachment), Capt. Andrew J. Grover. 


FIRST DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. Davip A. RUSSELL, 


First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. ALFRED T. A. TORBERT. 


1st New Jersey, Lieut. Col. William 


Henry, jr. 

2d New Jersey, Lieut. Col. Charles 
Wiebecke. 

38d New Jersey, Maj. William E. 
Bryan. 

4th New Jersey, Lieut. Col. Charles 
Ewing. 

15th New Jersey, Col. William H. Pen- 
rose. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. EMory UPTon. 


5th Maine, Col. Clark 8S. Edwards. 


121st New York, Lieut. Col. Egbert 
€ Olcott. 
95th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Edward 
Carroll. 
96th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. William 
H. Lessig. 


Third Brigade. 
Col. THomas S. ALLEN. 


6th Maine, Capt. Theodore Lincoln, jr. 
49th Pennsylvania, Maj. John B. Miles. 
119th Pennsylvania, Maj. Henry P. Truefitt, jr. 
- 5th Wisconsin, Maj. Enoch Totten. 


SECOND DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. THomas H. NEILL. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. Lewis A.GRANT. 


~ 2d Vermont, Maj. John S. Tyler. 
3d Vermont, Lieut. Col.Samuel E. Pin- 


gree, 

4th Vermont, Maj. Stephen M. Pingree. 
5th Vermont, Lieut. Col. John R. Lewis. 
6th Vermont, Lieut. Col. Oscar A. Hale. 


Third Brigade. 
Col. EDWIN C. MASON. 


7th Maine, Capt. Stephen C. Fletcher. 
43d New York, Lieut. Col. John Wilson. 
49th New York, Lieut. Col. George W. 
Johnson, 
7Vith New York, Maj. Nathan S. Babcock. 


THIRD DIVISION.* 
Brig. Gen, HENRY D. TERRY. 


First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER SHALER. 
65th New York, Col. Joseph E. Hamb- 
- 67th Now York, Maj. Charles O. Bel- 


: den. 
122d New York, Lieut. Col. Augustus 
W. Dwight. 
23d Pennsylvania, Maj. William J. 
Wallace. 
82d Pennsylvania, 


Kopp. 


Capt. William 


61st Pennsylvania, Maj. George W. 
Dawson. 
Second Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. Henry L. EUSsTIs. 


"th Massachusetts, Col. Thomas D. 


ohns. 
10th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Joseph 


Parsons. : 
37th Massachusetts, Col. Oliver Ed- 
wards. 
2d Rhode Island, Maj. Henry C. 
Jenckes, 


*First Brigade detached at Johnson’s Island, Ohio; Second Brigade attached to 


Second Division, and Third Brigade in the Department of West Virginia. | 
Brigadier-General Terry, the division com- 


position of latter brigade, see p. 479. 


For com- 


mander, assumed command at Johnson’s Island, Ohio, January 13. 


| 


{ 
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ARTILLERY BRIGADE. 


Col. CHARLES H. TOMPKINS. 


Massachusetts Light, 1st Battery (A), Lieut. Jacob Federhen. 
New York Light, 1st Battery, Capt. Andrew Cowan. 

New York Light, 8d Battery, Capt. William A. Harn. 

1st Rhode Island Light, Battery C, Capt. Richard Waterman. 
1st Rhode Island Light, Battery G, Capt. George W. Adams. 
4th United States, Battery C, Lieut. John McGilvray. 

5th United States, Battery M, Capt. James McKnight. 


CAVALRY CORPS. 
Brig. Gen. David McM. GREGG. 


HEADQUARTERS GUARD. 
6th United States, Maj. Robert M. Morris. 


FIRST DIVISION, 


Brig. Gen. WESLEY MERRITT. 


First Brigade. 
Col. GEORGE H. CHAPMAN. 


8th Illinois, Col. William Gamble. 

3d Indiana (six companies), Maj. Will- 
iam 8. McClure, 

8th New York, Lieut. Col. William L. 
Markell. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. JosIAH H. KELLOGG. 


4th New York, Maj. August Haurand. 

6th New York (detachment), Capt. 
Nehemiah H. Mann. 

9th New York, Capt. Benjamin J. 
Coffin. 

17th Pennsylvania, Maj. Reuben Rein- 


hold. 
Reserve Brigade. 
Col. ALFRED GIBBS. 
19th New York (1st Dragoons), Lieut. Col. Thomas J. Thorp. 
6th Pennsylvania, Maj. William P. C. Treichel. 
1st United States, Capt. Nelson B. Sweitzer. 


2d United States, Capt. George A. Gordon. 
5th United States, Capt. Julius W. Mason. 


SECOND DIVISION, 


Col. JOHN P. TAYLOR. 


First Brigade. 
Lieut. Col. WILLIAM STEDMAN. 


1st Massachusetts, Capt. Benjamin W. 
Crowninshield. 

Ist New Jersey, Maj. Hugh H. Janeway. 

6th Ohio, Capt.George W. Dickinson. 


1st Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. David 
Gardner. 

2d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Edward 8. 
Jones. 

1st Rhode Island, Lieut. Col. John L, 
Thompson. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. CHARLES H. SMITH. 


1st Maine, Maj.Sidney W. Thaxter. 
10th aie York, Capt. George Vander- 
ilt. 

2d Pennsylvania. Maj. Joseph Steele. 

4th Pennsylvania.* 

8th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Samuel 

Wilson, 

18th Pennsylvania, Maj. Michael Ker- 
win. 

16th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John K. 
Robison. 


: 


* Detached, guarding line of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, 


ak 


4 
g 
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THIRD DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. JUDSON KILPATRICK. 
Headquarters Guard. 
1st Ohio, Companies A and C, Capt. Samuel N. Stanford. 


First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. Henry E. Davisgs, Jr. 
2d New York, Lieut. Col. Otto Har- 
haus. 
5th New York, Maj. William P. Bacon. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. RussELL A. ALGER. 


1st Michigan, Lieut. Albert L. Emerson. 


5th Michigan, Lieut. Col. Ebenezer 
Gould. 

6th Michigan, Lieut. Col. Henry E. 
Thompson. 


7th Michigan, Maj. John S. Huston. 
1st Vermont, Lieut. Col, Addison W. 
Preston. 


ARTILLERY.* 
Brig. Gen. HENRY J. HUNT. 


HORSE ARTILLERY. 


18th Pennsylvania, Col. Timothy M. 
Bryan, jr. 
First Brigade. 


Capt. JAMES M. ROBERTSON. 


New York Light, 6th Battery, Capt. 
Joseph W. Martin. 

2d United States, Batteries B and L, 
Lieut. Edward Heaton. 

2d United States, Battery D, Lieut. Rob- 
ert H. Chapin. 

2d United States, Battery M, Lieut. 


Alexander C. M. Pennington, jr. | 


Ath United States, Battery <A, Lieut. 


Frederick Fuger. 
4th United States, Battery E, Lieut. 
Edward Field, 


Second Brigade. 
Capt. WILLIAM M. GRAHAM. 


1st United States, Battery E, Lieut. 
Frank S. French. 

1st United States, Battery I, Capt. Alan- 
son M. Randol. 

1st United States, Battery K, Lieut. 
Jacob H. Counselman. 

2d United States, Battery A, Lieut. Rob- 
ert Clarke. 


| 2d United States, Battery G, Lieut. 


James EK. Wilson. 
3d United States, Battery C, Lieut. 
James R. Kelly. 


ARTILLERY RESERVE, 


Col. J. HOWARD KITCHING. 


First Brigade. 
Lieut. Col. JAMES BRADY. 


1st Connecticut Heavy, Company B, 
Lieut. Joseph H. Cummings. 

1st Connecticut Heavy, Company M, 
Lieut. Roswell S. Douglass. 


_ 1st New Jersey Light, Battery A, Capt. 


William Hexamer. 

1st New York Light, Battery B, Lieut. 
Robert E. Rogers. 

New York Light, 5th Battery, Capt. 
Elijah D. Taft. 

1st West Virginia Light, Battery C, Capt. 
Wallace Hill. 


| Second Brigade. 
Japt. PATRICK Hart. 


Maine Light, 6th Battery (F), Capt. Ed- 
win B. Dow. 

Massachusetts Light, 9th Battery, Lieut. 
Richard 8. Milton. 

New York Light, 11th Battery, Capt. 
John E. Burton. 

New York Light, 15th Battery, Lieut. 
Andrew R. McMahon. 

1st Ohio Light, Battery H, Lieut. Frank 
B. Reckard. 

1st United States, Battery H, Lieut. 
Philip D. Mason. 


Unattached. 


6th New York Heavy Artillery, Maj. Absalom Crookston. 


*See also the artillery attached to the several corps. 
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Abstract from return of the troops serving in the Department of the East, | 
Maj. Gen. John A: Dix, U. S. Army, commanding, for the month of January, 
1864, 
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=I . 
— B | 68 | ge | 
Command. 2 23 ee | 
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Sami 4 |< a 
Department headquarters. ...........- sees e cree eee reece GY Noone ose 87 SM ack ae 
Headquarters U. 8. troops in city and harbor of New York, PW e cd ates ai CO RS BO 
Brig. Gen, G. J. Stannard. 
Fort Hamilton, Col. H. Day, U.S. Army...... -........-+.---.-- 11 179 296 400 63 
Horta Kayette, Lieut, Col: Burke)... -): ci a1) el-rieiaerejer-lel= 5 69 106 168 65 
Fort Richmond, Col. E.G. Marshall ............ .. a ee Nee 24 593, 782) 1,879 200 
Moxrtiat Sandy Hook, Lieut, Col Mi Steed sian s sie s.c1-cistatetsatall eter terete cies | eterarsretetete|| heme tale ale 34 
Fort Schuyler, Bvt. Brig. Gen. H. Brown.............. .----+: 11 251 | 1,882 | 1,907 124 
inort.wood~ Col. Cis Merchant as. 2.0. svjcanio* ocis sey sisi nei=els 7 79 111 210 55 
Fort Columbus, Col. G. Loomis, U.S. Army............--.. 16 805 478 617 106 | 
Davidis Island, ‘Surg: Wis WeDSCEr Oy 2 A. F.5 6o oveccisiciay crslarciste gia leveliafatel shovel Sereenetetetellloteteterate els etete eteietels | aera i 
Rikers: island, Brie. Gen. Nid). JACKSONen.c. ne enters 6 1 % ON ec akolerer i 
HonwOnvaro, Canty Charles Lewisi as-is. 6 eriesieteslarl| nastects 98 118 119 7 | 
Hor warren, Col. Justin Dimick <jea.ccmc sens nomen ta eiocise 22 590 W21 7 101 
Fort Independence, Lieut. Col. De L. Floyd-Jones ........... 9 204 288 296 56 | 
Forts Preble ard Scammel, Maj. G. L. Andrews ...........-... 4 107 143 156 48 | 
Fort Trumbull, Col) W.Gates, U.S/Army..-.:.25..<5..--- cs <0 1 395 487 542 62 
Fort Niagara, N. Y., Ord. Sergt. Louis Leffman................]...... 1 1 1D Wedenwetes : 
New Bedford Harbor defenses, Capt. J. A. P. Allen ...... .... 3 ie 103 144 19 
Hort Adams. Ool1O; Le Shepherd @. Jo geecn seit eee neeceecion ac 1 94 136 170 200 
Portsmouth Grove, R. I., Capt, C. Blanding ................... 3 63 76 Si ile eens 
Fort Constitution, N.H., Capt. Charles H. Long... ........... 5 122 143 150 19 
Fort: McClary, Me., Capt. I. Mel. Barton ...... 2 ..i..0.-...5.- 4 135 143 147 4 
More Knox, Me. Lieute ls Pla Palmer! Sen.) cate cem cece ae 2 20 24 26 I... deare 
Madison Barracks, N. Y., Ord. Sergt. W. Gaines................|......- if il ne ee Bes 
Fort at Eastern Point, Mass., Capt. Thomas Herbert .......... 5 136 151 a toil Biaaaee 
Hort Pickering, Capt. J: M. Richardson... ... 4.02: .c.c.. esses 5 128 147 148) rae 
HorerPorter,;ColniGrS8: JEunin gs Qc ko wccarane. tolse cooeete ein ane eee ee eee ee | Se ee eee ne 15 
Grand total, Department of the East c................... 238 | 3,643] 6,388] 8,177 1,188 


a Attached troops. 
b Detachments Invalid Corps. 


c Attached troops not added in total on original return, and not accounted for here. 


Abstract from return of the Department of Washington, Maj. Gen. Christopher 
C. Augur, U. S. Army, commanding, for the month of January, 1864. 
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Government Farms, Va 5 
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i hte Brigadier-Generals Abercrombie and Weber and staffs, and band of Seventeenth U. S, 
nfantry. 


6 Dismounted men from Army of the Potomac, &c., awaiting remounts, 
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Organization of troops in the Department of Washington (Twenty- 
second Army Corps), Maj. Gen. Christopher C. Augur, U. 8. 
Army, commanding, January 31, 1864. 


LIGHT ARTILLERY CAMP OF INSTRUCTION.* 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM F. Barry. 


2d Maine Battery (B), Capt. Albert F. 
4 


omas. 
7th Maine Battery (G), Capt. Adelbert 
B. Twitchell. 
3d New Jersey Battery, Capt. Christian 
‘Woerner. 
4th New Jersey Battery, Capt. George 
T. Woodbury. 
Sth New Jersey Battery, Capt. Zenas C. 
Warren. 
ist New York Light, Battery F, Capt. 
William R. Wilson. 
19th New York Battery, Capt. Edward 
W. Rogers. 


33d New York Battery, Capt. Alger M. 
‘Wheeler. 
1st Pennsylvania Light, Battery H, 
Capt. Andrew Fagan. 
1st Rhode Island Light, Battery H, 
Capt. Crawford Allen, jr. 
5th U.S. Artillery, Battery F, Lieut. 
Leonard Martin. 
5th U.S. Artillery, Battery I, Lieut. 
Charles C. MacConnell. 
5th U. S. Artillery, Battery L, Lieut. 
Gulian V. Weir. 
3d Vermont Battery, Capt. Romeo H. 
Start. 


DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON. 


Brig. Gen. JOHN H. MARTINDALE, Military Governor. 


14th New Hampshire, Col. Robert Wil- 


son. 
153d New York, Col. Edwin P. Davis. 
27th Pennsylvania, Company F,+Capt. 
John M. Carson. 
150th Pennsylvania, Company K, Capt. 
Thomas Getchell. 


9th U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Col. 
George W.Gile. 

U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps (fifteen com- 
panies), Col. Oscar V. Dayton. 

U.S. Ordnance Detachment, Maj. James 
G. Benton. 

11th New York Cavalry, Col. James B, 


Swain. 
Ohio Union Light Guard (one company), 
Capt. George A. Bennett. 


DEFENSES NORTH OF THE POTOMAC, + 


Lieut. Col. JOSEPH A. HASKIN. 


First Brigade. 
Col. AuausTUS A. GIBSON. 
2d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery, Col. 
Augustus A. Gibson. 


1st Vermont Heavy Artillery, Col. James 
M. Warner. 


f 


Second Brigade. 
Col. Lewis O. MoRRIS. 


1st Maine Heavy Artillery, Col. Daniel 
haplin. 

Tth New York Heavy Artillery, Col. 
Lewis O. Morris. 

9th New York Heavy Artillery, Col. 
Joseph Welling. 

9th New York Battery, Capt. Emil Schu- 
bert. 


Third Brigade. 
10th New York Heavy Artillery, Col. Alexander Piper. 


PROVISIONAL BRIGADES. 


Maj. Gen. Smas CASEY. 


(No troops.) 


* Camps Barry and Marshall. 


+ Troops at Advance Battery and Forts Baker, Bunker Hill, Reno, Simmons, Slo- 
cum,and Sumner. Detachment of Ninth New York Heavy Artillery at Fort Foote, 
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| 
DEFENSES SOUTH OF THE POTOMAC.* 
Brig. Gen. Gustavus A. DE Russy. 


First Brigade. Third Brigade. 
Col. THomas R. TANNATT. Col. JoHN C. TIDBALL. 
1st Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Col. | 4th New York Heavy Artillery, Col. 
Thomas R. Tannatt. John C. Tidball. 
2d New York Heavy Artillery, Col. | 16th New York Cavalry, Company D, 
Joseph N.G. Whistler. Capt. A. Livingston Washburne. 
Second Brigade. Fourth Brigade. 
Col. Henry L. ABBOT. Col. LOUIS SCHIRMER. 
1st Connecticut Heavy Artillery, Col. | 15th New York Heavy Artillery, Col. 
Henry L. Abbot. Louis Schirmer. 
2d: Connecticut Heavy Artillery, Col. | Wisconsin Heavy Artillery, Company 
Elisha S. Kellogg. A, Maj. Charles C. Meservey. 


TYLER’S DIVISION, 


Brig. Gen. RoBeRT O. TYLER. 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Col. ARTHUR H. GRIMSHAW. Col. MATHEW MURPHY. 

_ 4th Delaware, Lieut. Col. Charles E. | 155th New York, Lieut. Col. H. C. Flood. 

La Motte. 164th New York, Col. James P. Mc- 

2d District of Columbia, Col. Charles Mahon. 

M. Alexander. 170th New York, Col. James P. MclIvor. 
157th Pennsylvania (four companies), | 182d New York (69th New York Na- 

Capt. Aldus F, Hawthorn. tional Guard Artillery), Lieut. 


Col. Thomas M. Reid. 
Cavalry Brigade. 
Col. CHARLES R. LOWELL, Jr. , 


2d Massachusetts, Maj. Casper Crowninshield. 
13th New York (nine companies), Lieut. Col. Henry S. Gansevoort. 
16th New York, Col. Henry M. Lazelle. 


Artillery. 
17th New York Battery, Capt. George T. Anthony. ' 
DISTRICT OF ALEXANDRIA, 


Brig. Gen. Jonn P. SLOUGH, Military Governor. 


Second Brigade, ic mavame Reserve Not brigaded. 
orps. 
1st District of Columbia, Lieut. Col. 
Col. Horatio G. SICKEL, Lemuel Towers. 
5th New York (veteran), Lieut. Col. 
3d cued Maj. William Briner. Cleveland Winslow. 
4th Regiment,t Col. Richard H. Wool- | 1st Michigan Cavalry, Company D,t 
worth. Capt. Thurlow W. Lusk. 
ith Regiment, Col. Henry C. Bolinger. Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Battery H, 
8th Begunent, Lieut. Col. William Capt. William Borrowe. 
emon. 


* Headquarters at Arlington; troops at Batteries Garesché and Rodgers, and at 
Forts Albany, Barnard, Bennett, Berry, Cass, Corcoran, Craig, Ellsworth, Ethan Al- 
len, Farnsworth, Haggerty, Lyon, Marcy, O’Rorke, Reynolds, Richardson, Runyon, 
C, F. Smith, Strong, Tillmghast, Ward Weed, Whipple, Willard, Williams, Wood- 
bury, and Worth. 

+ On duty in West Virginia. 

¢ Under command of Lieut. Col. Henry H. Wells, provost-marshal, Alexandria, 
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CAMP CONVALESCENT, &C. 


Lieut. Col. SamMuEL McKELVvy. 


Camp Convalescent, Lieut. Col. Samuel McKelvy. 

Detachment U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Maj. James Johnson. 
Camp of Deserters, Maj. Charles G. Freudenberg. 

Camp of Distribution, Lieut. Hugh R. Stewart. 


N 


DETACHMENTS. 
Glymont Landing, Md. Government Farms, Va. 


1st Indiana Cavalry, Companies Iand K, | 111th New York, Companies B and C, 
Capt. Abram Sharra. Capt. Robert C. Perry. 


Mason’s' Island, D.C. 


109th New York,* Col. Benjamin F. Tracy. 
FORT WASHINGTON, MD. 


Col. HORACE BROOKS. 
16th Indiana Battery, Capt. Charles R. Deming. 


CAVALRY DIVISION. 
Col. JoHN B. McINTOSH. 


Detachments 1st Cavalry Division, Army of the Potomac, Capt. John 8. Struthers. 
Detachments 2d Cavalry Division, Army of the Potomac, Maj. Myron H. Beaumont. 
Detachments 3d Cavalry Division, Army of the Potomac, Maj. Henry W. Granger. 
1st New York (veteran), Col. Robert F. Taylor. 

2d New York (veteran), Col. Morgan H. Chrysler. 


Camp of Instruction. 
15th New York (detachment), Lieut. Edward R. Trull. 


18th New York (detachment), Lieut. Col. Stephen W. Stryker. 
1st Michigan Cavalry, 3d Battalion, Lieut. Col. Peter Stagg. 


Abstract from tri-monthly return of the Middle Department (Highth Army Corps), 
Brig. Gen. Henry H. Lockwood, U.S. Army, commanding, for January 31, 1864. 


Present for B B 1s 

duty. ee A? 

d -| #2 | 3s 

Command. é 3 Me 

2 F Sb Bes 

€ ® a0 ap 

Sine eel <a a3 
General Neagquarbers spear ec eisle vee sie tei cs's ols «vee mpeiss sale eleie sibie sielelsters iy lies ce toe 15 15 
Mires, Separate Brigade (HW, Bu TVlOr) ie a-trcc,<o<ae/c a +crseisieleinistemse/deicleeel> 80 | 1,039] 1,250 1,417 
Second Separate Brigade (Morris) .......... scssseeeeee Race 72) 2,227 | 2,838 3,400 

District of Delaware (D. Tyler) ee 18 543 622 8 
Annapolis, Md. (Waite)nicol il... coals ness Sic 6 68 79 109 
BalelnioreyM Wik facie erate erties vrei 6 Meters hale bas avstvars tele Comieele nia 35 917 | 1,243 1,848 
IRCHECI CH I Ger Er CY, aes eter eli = oh Tata ces oles) 4a) afauy 21o:0\ + »\ssca4lolatele te saretalecehey 80 | 2,235 | 2,875 3, 040 
Salishburya Mids (COmegyeisicis acto ctee ee citistele fis o.e-a7e aie oleaicss,ajalslaioie/ey tasaye) oho 29 563 628 654 
Nesom Mids CHOATE Weenie eisalesiad oat t ae waccieloe ocdevleceame ve netie 2 90 95 97 
PonbiDelaware(SCHOGpe) ie, de et Wie a caiais ie of chee S00 6 ote ee oie fsa pf arclsjorainte afoteisie 17 245 413 438 
UOUE Perea tite ares gE ee i oraia oh Seichihe han eae ae Ne ena eee 2 354 | 7,927 | 10,058 | 11,846 


* Detachment on duty under Brig. Gen. Henry S. Briggs, Alexandria, 
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Organization of troops in the Middle Department (Eighth Army 
Corps), Brig. Gen. Henry H. Lockwood, U. S. Army, command- 
ing, January 31, 1864. 


FIRST SEPARATE BRIGADE.* 
Brig. Gen. Erastus B. TYLER. 

3d Delaware, Col.Samuel H. Jenkins. __ ae 
8d Maryland, Potomac Home Brigade, Lieut. Col. Charles Gilpin. 
9th Maryland, Col. Benjamin L. Simpson. 
Purnell (Maryland) Legion, Col. Samuel A. Graham. __ 
1st Delaware Cavalry, Company C, Capt. Charles Corbit. 
5th New York Heavy Artillery, Company F, Capt. Eugene McGrath, sr. 

SECOND SEPARATE BRIGADE. + 

Col. PreTER A. PORTER.} 
5th New York Heavy Artillery (seven companies), Lieut. Col. Edward Murray. 


8th New York Heavy Artillery (ten companies), Lieut. Col. Willard W. Bates. 
2d U.S. Artillery, Battery I, Lieut. James E. Wilson. 


DISTRICT OF DELAWARE. 
Maj. Henry B. JupD.§ 


5th Maryland,|| Col. William L. Schley. 

1st Delaware Cavalry, Company D, Lieut. Solomon Townsend. 

ist Delaware Cavalry, Company E, Capt. John B. W. Aydelott. 
Purnell (Maryland) Cavalry, Company C, Lieut. Charles W. Palmer. 
U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps (detachment), Lieut. James Lewis. 


BALTIMORE, MD. 
Artillery Reserve. 
Capt. FREDERIC W. ALEXANDER. 


Baltimore Light Battery, Capt. Frederic W. Alexander. 
3d Pennsylvania, Battery H, Capt. William D. Rank. 


Cavalry Reserve. 
Maj. ERASTUS BLAKESLER. 


1st Connecticut, Maj. Erastus Blakeslee. 
1st Delaware, Maj. Napoleon B. Knight. 


FORT DELAWARE, DEL. 
Brig. Gen. ALBIN SCHOEPF. 


Delaware Heavy Artillery Company, Capt. George W. Ahl. 
Pennsylvania Artillery, Battery A, Capt. Stanislaus Mlotkowski. 
Pennsylvania Artillery, Battery G, Capt. John J. Young. 


*At Relay House (Baltimore and Ohio Railroad), Chapel Point, and Ellicott’s Mills, 
+At Forts McHenry, Marshall, and Federal Hill. 

{Bvt. Brig. Gen. William W. Morris, the proper commander, on detached duty. 
§ Brig. Gen. Daniel Tyler, the proper commander, on detached duty. 

| On veteran furlough. 
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BENEDICT, MD. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM BIRNEY. 


7th U.S. Colored Troops, Col. James Shaw, jr. 
9th U.S. Colored Troops, Col. Thomas Bayley. 
19th U.S. Colored Troops, Col. Theodore H. Rockwood. 


ANNAPOLIS, MD. 


Col. CARLOS A. WAITE. 


3d Delaware (detachment), : 
2d Maryland, Eastern Shore (detachment), Capt. Wilson W. Walker. 
Purnell (Maryland) Cavalry, Company B, Capt. Thomas H. Watkins. 


NEWTOWN, MD. 
Smith’s Company (Maryland) Cavalry, Lieut. Joseph T. Fearing. 
SALISBURY, MD. 


1st Maryland, Eastern Shore, Lieut. Col. William H. Comegys, 
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Abstract from tri-monthly return of troops in the Department of the Susque- 
hanna, Maj. Gen. Darius. N. Couch, U. S. Army, commanding, January 31, 1864. 


Present for 


4 a 3 
ducy. By 2 : e 
San oe aa 
a et aa Rie) 
Command. g 23 s 
A S 
g ere | oe 
SEE elt oan ee ale 
€ d 80 a0 ey 
‘S qa < < Ay 
TREE ANNE Sor Sosoaooosuegusgd6u cooddHbaNde sobuaseddaosdad MEE Sebicog 10 UD odonas 
Philadelphia (Brig. Gen. Orris S. Ferry) : A . ‘ i 
HONE onc QQGee Me RAOCOCDUOROOT OCENC ac GOO ODURICUOCHORCE OPEB dD fe OW eeenecod bie peti pc iogoes 
Infantry (five companies)...........- EE Wik oicdceneemans 9 69 231 Q99i|e ees 
Cayalry (two companies) ....-.........--vecs ee eeee er eee cerns 3 163 174 280% neem 
Emygileiay Garkey coun ete eames soboonconnd Shbnsdeeoaboodecce 2 159 180 216 4 
GRO TEAIWE doce OOO CUSUE DARAOOIc ODO OU ELEC Eee Ene aoe BACe all ule 391 588 799 4 
Lehigh District (Maj. Gen. Franz Sigel) : é y : 
GON a oo sen Ba) Based A aSUE SED HERE AB GOE CBOE Gob GOODIE REREe Boe mata It. ib? eRe arcrs I lee Pe Pie al RE anon 
infantry (ten companies) sraten-tereae) siedtoncce ceteesce eres. «tae 25 514 649 MAD) \eraes te 
Ax billerya( Ole COU PAY) ae etets sclera) etel=iete aiaiale cictcie)~'e,vicioioisictnisicters 1 76 86 97 
TS UON Meena, Hc Soc cot ogee end ORE eT ATR aRET On tne sername ic 28 590 737 848 4 
Chief of Cavalry (Maj. Gen. Julius Stahel) : 

EY Caan gan HR BEIEEO OO COO COE TIORE OR IG Gor ADONGE cee OOTIO GO Wercecoties. 6 Gilera 
Infantry,a Lieut. Col. James V. Bomford...... ....... «+4 5 a 82 90) | Zaetaee 
Fifth U.S. Artillery, Battery E,b Lieut. James W. Piper .. 4 87 97 101 4 
Cavalry (sixteen companies),b Col. William H. Boyd ............. 28 652 O14 1841 Soe 
Detachment Twenty-second Pennsylvania Cavalry,b Lieut. C. L. 1 24 25 BAe cee 

Mercereau. 
Grand total, Department of the Susquehanna........ ..... 100 | 1,821 | 2,460] 3,250 12 


a At Harrisburg. 
b At Chambersburg, 
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Organization of troops in the Department of the Susquehanna, com- | 
manded by Maj. Gen. Darius N. Couch, U. S. Army, January 31, | 
1864. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


Brig. Gen. ORRIS S. FERRY. 


147th Pennsylvania Infantry, Company I, Capt. Charles Fair. 
27th New York Battery,* Lieut. Charles A. Clark. : 
Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Battery 1,* Capt. Robert J. Nevin. 
20th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company B,* Capt. Michael B. Strickler. 
20th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company L,* Capt. Samuel Comfort, jr. 
Convalescents, Capt. John O. W. Finnie. 
Provost Guard, Lieut. Col. Henry A. Frink. 


Chambersburg, Pa. 


®. 


Col. WILLIAM H. Boyp: 


21st Pennsylvania Cavalry, Maj. Charles F. Gillies. 
22d Pennsylvania Cavalry (detachment), Lieut. Charles L. Mercereau. 
5th U.S. Artillery, Battery E, Lieut. James W. Piper. 


Lehigh District. 
Maj. Gen. FRANZ SIGEL. 
10th New Jersey Infantry, Capt. Henry A. Perrine. 


1st New York Light Artillery, Battery A, Lieut. Isaac B. Hall. 
U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps (six companies), Col. Samuel D. Oliphant. 


Harrisburg, Pa. 


Lieut. Col. JAMES V. BOMFORD. 


Patapsco (Maryland) Guards, Capt. Thomas S. McGowan. 
1st Battalion Pennsylvania Infantry, Company B, Capt. David Z. Seipe. | 


Yorky Pa: 


Surg. HENRY PALMER. 


50th Company, Second Battalion, U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Capt. Robert T. 
nox, 


Abstract from return of the Department of the Monongahela, Maj. Gen. William T. 
H, Brooks, U. S. Army, commanding, for the month of January, 1864. 


Present for 3 = 
uty. 2 R . 
o =] 
Command. $ $ ro 
® | oe 
ee 
€ ® &0 a0 
° =] <j <{ 
Department statis versicicd ates cae ten ae v ocaian Saale tee aero ee ieee 0 4 eveent 9 9 
Departmental troops, Ohio infantry (nine companies).................. 21 564 592 749 
a Ie 
OCI EE resteeraylasatetecrertie w= -'o sisi es ciainj2s th kip ett ee emer Tn nea 30 564 601 758 


*At Camp Couch, commanded by Capt. James McCann. 
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Abstract from tri-monthly return of troops in the Department of West Virginia, 
Brig. Gen. Benjamin F. Kelley, U. S. Army, commanding, January 31, 1864, 


Present for FE a : 
duty. 2 a. P 
re ore) a 
a | 88 | 8 
Command. £ Q8 % Stations. 
yi fp ga | 3 
5 cb) boo n 
2} ® | BF | 8 
& ® 0 80 2 
fo) = st < ay 
PlamargMenty Stall sas anaes ice esas « Suen. 8 Sas asooe Cumberland. 
First Division (Brig. Gen. Jeremiah C. Sullivan).}......)........)--2-+2++|. Bepreloeratalln stones Harper’s Ferry. 
INTL 8 Pose Mae een AeEL dna ote ke ae 282 | 5,896 | 7,019 | 8,379 |...... 
Cavalry pire eta ei kecre sein suieynieoiahercion ciejaeie > or 86 | 2,071] 2,794] 3,796 ]...... 
PAU CIIORY: Sern reas eecisiicn tee elec eee eee bs 43 | 1,201} 1,419] 1,576 72 
seat, CB BATS eee 411 | 9,168 | 11,232 | 13,751 | 72 
pecond Division (Col: James A. Mulligan)? ). 22) 2 4C le ta fence eee i ace New Creek. 
Infantry aaae anes or aon eso eR ace oa 219 | 5,709 | 6,672 | 7,549 ]...... 
Oa yalry: occ stone eters Soon oon ee: 50 | 1,307; 1,582] 1,679 ]...... 
LSI 3 peas ORB RRR BR EOR RS ca NB AE Nee ET ee 11 425 463 528 22 
Yfo teh As Ae OOO RC ee OPE O Teer aria 280 | 7,441 | 8,666] 9,756 22 
mhindepivision (Brig, Gen: i, EP Scammon) io s6). deoes|nensscet{ecite est] secre eaeelle tance Charleston. 
Putartiy seer clone ae Mine a one 98 | 2,393] 2,957] 4,823 |...... 
GERRI eas Shbogesenbeans SeaecnnugunEoes 42 | 1,818] 1,577! 2,092 )...... 
INTO erie eigen oR ance GBS SAECO CL As 5 197 222 313 16 
(obaligwre sxsetC ees, ss Sa aie eee feiss 145 | 8,908 | 4,756 | 7,228 16 
Fourth Division (Brig. Gen. William W. Averell) 2 Martinsburg. 
Infantry: .:.27.- 
Cavalry .. 
Artillery . . 
OCA ee ote sraist crest cyaice fisistaie-c Sse aA Shoig.s Sie ea 
pee Exempts (two companies), Capt. E. 5 130 178 186) ee ee Wheeling. 
ver. 
Detachment Signal Corps, Capt. E. A. Denicke. 3 14 18 OG errs Martinsburg. 
Grand total, Department of West Virginia.| 980 | 23,979 | 29,012 | 36,274 | 122 


Organization of troops in the Department of West Virginia, Brig. 
Gen. Berjamin F. Kelley, U. S. Army, commanding, January 31, 
1864. 


FIRST DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. JEREMIAH C, SULLIVAN, 


Second Brigade. Wheaton’s Brigade. 
Col. WILLIAM P. MAULSBY. Col. Joun F. BALLIER. 
ist Maryland, Potomac Home Brigade, | g0q New York. Col. David J. Nevin. 
Lieut. Col. Roger E. Cook. 93d Pennsylvania, Maj. John I, Nevin. 
2d Maryland, Eastern Shore, Lieut. Col. 98th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John B 
Elijah E. Massey. Wisk iciaee ee ; 
Third Brigade. 102d Pennsylvania, Col. John W. Pat- 
-: terson. 
ge ie) ROUGERS. 139th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. William 
18th Connecticut, Maj. Henry Peale. H. Moody. + as, 
116th Ohio, Col. James Washburn. 17th Indiana Battery,* Lieut. William 
128d Ohio, Maj. Horace Kellogg. H. Miner. f : 
12th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Col. Lewis ist Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Bat- 
B. Pierce. tery D,* Capt. Andrew Rosney. 
5th U. S. Artillery, Battery B, Lieut. 1st West Virginia Light Artillery, 
Henry A. Du Pont. Battery A,* Capt. George Furst. 


- Temporarily attached to brigade, 


Lice 


\ 
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Cavalry Brigade. 


Lieut. Col. CHARLES FITZ SIMMONS. 


ist Connecticut (detachment), Lieut. Jason D. Thompson. 
1st Maryland, Potomac Home Brigade (battalion), Maj. Henry A. Cole. 
2d Maryland, Potomac Home Brigade (detachment), Capt. Norval McKinley. 
6th Michigan (detachment), Capt. Charles W. Deane. 
ist New York, Maj. Timothy Quinn. 
15th New York (detachment), Maj. Robert H. 8. Hyde. 
21st New York, Maj. Charles G. Otis. 


Artillery. 


Maj. Gustavus F. MERRIAM. 


Maryland Light, Battery B, Capt. Alonzo Snow. : 
5th New York, Heavy (Third Battalion), Maj.Gustavus F. Merriam. 
30th New York Battery, Capt. Alfred von Kleiser. 
82d New York Battery, Capt. Charles Kusserow. 
1st West Virginia Light, Battery H, Capt. James H. Holmes. 


Unattached. 


34th Massachusetts, Col. George D. Wells. 
Engineer Company (Pennsylvania), Capt. William Penn Gaskell. 
Loudoun (Virginia) Rangers, Capt. Samuel C. Means. 


SECOND DIVISION. 
Col. JAMES A. MULLIGAN. 


First Brigade. 


Col. JACOB M. CAMPBELL. 


54th Pennsylvania, Maj. Enoch D. Yutzy. 
12th West Virginia, Col. William B. Curtis. 
15th West Virginia, Col. Maxwell McCaslin. 
1st West Virginia Light Artillery, Battery E, Lieut. Francis M. Lowry. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. JOSEPH THOBURN. 


28d Illinois, Lieut. Col. James Quirk. 
2d Maryland, Potomac Home Brigade, Maj. John H. Huntley. 
1st West Virginia, Lieut. Col. Jacob Weddle. 
14th West Virginia, Lieut. Col. George W. Taggart. 
Lafayette (Pennsylvania) Company Cavalry, Lieut. William F. Speer. 
Ringgold (Pennsylvania) Company Cavalry, Capt. George T. Work. 
Washington (Pennsylvania) Company Cavalry, Capt. Andrew J. Greenfield. 
ist Illinois Light Artillery, Battery L, Lieut. John McAfee. 
1st West Virginia Light Artillery, Battery D, Capt. John Carlin. 


Third Brigade. 

Col. NATHAN WILKINSON. 
6th West Virginia, Maj. John H. Showalter. 
11th West Virginia, Lieut. Col. Van H. Bukey. 


4th West Virginia Cavalry, Col. Joseph Snider. 
1st West Virginia Light Artillery, Battery F, Lieut. George W. Graham. 
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DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. E. PARKER SCAMMON. 


First Brigade. 
Col. ABrA A. TOMLINSON. 


28d Ohio, Maj. James P. McIlrath. 

5th West Virginia, Lieut. Col. William 
H. Enochs. 

lith West Virginia, Company G, Capt. 
John V. Young. 

13th West Virginia, Col. William R. 
Brown. 

ist West Virginia Cavalry, Companies 
A and G, Capt. George W. Gil- 


more. 
3d West Virginia Cavalry, Company 
G, Capt. John S. Witcher. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. CARR B. WHITE. 


12th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Jonathan D. Hines. 
91st Ohio, Col. John A. Turley. 
9th West Virginia, Capt. Adonijah W. 
Rollins. 
1st Ohio Battery, Capt. James R. Mc- 
Mullin. 


Third Brigade. 


Brig. Gen ALFRED N. DUFFIE. 


34th Ohio (mounted), Capt. Frank B. 


Helwig. 


2d West Virginia Cavalry, Maj. John McMahan. 
3d West Virginia Cavalry (three companies), Capt. George W. McVicker. 
Simmonds’ (Kentucky) Battery, Lieut. Daniel W. Glassie. 


FOURTH DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. WILLIAM W. AVERELL. 


Signal Corps (detachment), Capt. Ernst A. Denicke. 


First Brigade. 
Lieut. Col. Moszs 8. Hau. 


28th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Gottfried Becker. 
10th West Virginia, Maj. Henry H. 
Withers. 
ist West Virginia Light Artillery, Bat- 
tery B, Capt. John V. Keeper. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. JAMES M. SCHOONMAKER. 


16th Illinois Cavalry, Company C, Capt. 
ulius Jaehne. 

8d Independent Company Ohio Cav- 
alry, Capt. Frank Smith. 

14th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Maj. John 
M. Daily. 

ist West Virginia Cavalry, Company 
A, Capt. Harrison H. Hagans. 

3d West Virginia Cavalry, Companies 
E, H, and I, Maj. Lot Bowen. 


Third Brigade. 


Col. JOHN 


H. OLEY. 


5th West Virginia Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Alexander Scott. 

6th West Virginia Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Francis W. Thompson. 

{th West Virginia Cavalry, Maj. Hedgeman Slack. : 
Ist West Virginia Light Artillery, Battery G, Capt. Chatham T. Ewing. 


Unattached. 


Virginia Exempts (two companies), Capt. Ewald Over, 
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Abstract from return of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, Maj. 
Gen. edonin F. Butler, U. S. Army, commanding, for the month of January, 
1864. 


Present for e a= Pieces of” 
duty. g 2s artillery. 
ae 
Command, s g 3 
‘a op aeg 
S d B | &8 S 
® on 80 2 
s = < <{ fe 
eneralihesa quarters Gj. eae cae etc aie eeiae eee 29 69 99 AQT EA lei see 
por Mosiroe z ME ee ne ett ee ee eran: cies Satins thie eee 96} 2,741] 3, 168 8, 643 2 
Norfolk and Portsmouth (Wild). 2.2). .0.:-4.-.-0-..-emess 121 | 2,946] 3,545 | 4,192 ]...... 6 
Portsmouth (Heckman) 2 aes cine tc eiae olenecleaeee caiew lace 245 | 5,084 | 6, 384 11, 046 38 
Yorktown and vicinity (Wistar)! :.......-2-.-.-.-+-s-5 +6. 273 | 6,365 V5 805 WP Qiekt |e ons 26 
INS WPOLb ING Ws) (DUbbOR) ep aiete ce ier cre omnia eee oie 54 | 1,066) 1,431} 25063003 - 2. oe ee I 
District of Saint Mary’s (Marston) 3 69 | 1,909 | 2,456} 3,063 |... 3 
Drummondtown (Powell) .......- 28 543 621 G2Du lew. Techs estes 
Fastville (Duvall) .......... Hae ti 3 7 79 UA meee ee e,.5,- 
District of North Carolina (Peck) : 
TOAD GUATUCRS tcc aes oe sfetnc srareeie sos mE Sea ON beat aa 20 22 \aeseiee [seis 
Defensesof New Berne (Palmer)...............:-.- i: 169 | 3,349 | 4,345 | 6,295 66 
Sub-district of the Albemarle (Wessells)............. 123 | 2,115 | 2,751 | 4,038 13 
Sub-district of Beaufort (Jourdan). ................. 67 | 1,875 | 2,328 | 2,768 10 
Sub-district of the Pamlico (McChesney) ............ 36 | 1,337 | 1,667 | 1,948 ]...... 6 
IP Ob aM E raciseigg,viaivinss es age eacolee yo i ee oedoe plete eet eae ae 1,233 | 29,423 | 36,789 | 49,625 | 187 170 


a Includes signal detachment. 


Organization of troops in the Department of Virginia and North 
Carolina, Maj. Gen. Benjamin F’. Butler, U. S. Army, command- 
ung, January 31, 1864. 


FORT MONROE. 


3d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery, Col. Joseph Roberts. 
U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Second Battalion, Maj. James W. H. Stickney, 
ist U.S. Colored Cavalry, Col. Jeptha Garrard. 
2d U.S. Colored Cavalry, Col. George W. Cole. 
2d U.S, Colored Artillery, Battery B, Capt. Francis C. Choate. 
Army gun-boats, Brig. Gen. Charles K, Graham, 
Signal Corps, Capt, Jesse Merrill. 
! 
NORFOLK AND PORTSMOUTH. 


Brig. Gen. EDwaRD A. WILD. 
African Brigade. 
Col. Jonn H. Houman, 
2d North Carolina, Col. Alonzo G. Draper. 


3d North Carolina, Lieut. Col. Abial G. Chamberlain. 
ist U. S. Colored Troops, Maj. Elias Wright. 


Not brigaded. 


27th Massachusetts, Col. Horace C. Lee. 

20th New York Cavalry, Company M, Capt. Fred. Stewart. 

2d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery (six companies), Col, Jones Frankle, 
7th New York Battery, Lieut, Martin V, McIntyre, ~ 9° 


\ 
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PORTSMOUTH. 


Brig. Gen. CHARLES A. HECKMAN. 


HECKMAN’S DIVISION, EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS.* 


Third Brigade. 
Col. WILLIAM H. P. STEERE. 
8th Connecticut (detachment), Lieut. 


Col. John Coughlin. 
23d Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. John G. 


Chambers. 

A0th New Hampshire, Lieut. Col. John 
Coughlin. 

13th New Hampshire, Maj. William 
Grantman. 


9th New Jersey (detachment), 
William B. Curlis. 

4th Rhode Island, Lieut. Col. Martin P. 
Buffum. 


Maj. 


District of the Currituck. 
Brig, Gen. JAMES H. LEDLIE. 


8ist New York, Col. Jacob J. De Forest. 

96th New York, Col. Edgar M. Cullen. 

98th New York, Col. Frederick F. Wead. 

20th New York Cavalry (squadron), 
Capt. John O’Hara. 

20th New York Cavalry, Company H, 
Capt. James Spencer. 

20th New York Cavalry, Company I, 
Capt. John J. Carroll. 

doth Pennsylvania Cavalry (squadron), 

Capt. George D. Hart. 


Cavalry Brigade. 


Lieut. Col. DAvip M. Evans. 


20th New York (ten companies), Lieut. Col. David M. Evans. 
5th Pennsylvania (ten companies), Lieut. Col. William Lewis. 


Artillery. 


Capt. FREDERICK M. FOLLETT. 


3d New York Light, Battery M, Capt. John H. Howell. 

ist Pennsylvania Light, Battery A, Lieut. William Stitt. 

4th United States, Battery D, Capt. Frederick M. Follett. 

5th United States, Battery A, Lieut. Charles P. Muhlenberg. 

4th Wisconsin Battery, Capt. George B. Easterly. : 
13th New York Heavy, Company A, Capt. George A. Bulmer. 
13th New York Heavy, Company B, Capt. William Hoffman. 
18th New York Heavy, Company C, Capt. G. Fred. Potter. 
13th New York Heavy, Company D, Capt. Moses Stevens. 


YORKTOWN AND VICINITY. 


Brig. Gen. Isaac J. WISTAR. 


First Brigade. 
Col. RoBERT M. WEsT. 


‘11th Connecticut (detachment). 

25th Massachusetts (detachment). 
118th New York, Col. Oliver Keese, jr. 
189th New York, Col. Samuel H. Roberts. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. SAMUEL A. DUNCAN. 


4th U. S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. 
George Rogers. 

5th U. S. Colored Troops, Col. James 
W. Conine. 

6th U. 8. Colored Troops, Col. John W. 
Ames, I 


Cavalry Brigade. 


Col. SAMUEL P. SPEAR. 


1st District of Columbia, Capt. James S. Baker. 
1st New York Mounted Rifles, Col. Benjamin F. Onderdonk. 
11th Pennsylvania, Lieut, Col. George Stetzel. 


 * First Brigade at Charleston, 8. C,, and Second Brigade at Albemarle, N.C. ri 
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Unattached, 


148th New York, Col. George M. Guion. 


s 


Artillery. 
Col, RoBERT M. WEST. ! 


“8th New York Battery, Lieut. James D. Ladd, 
1st Pennsylvania Light, Battery E, Lieut. Henry Y. Wildey. 
1st Rhode Island Light, Battery F, Capt. James Belger. 
4th U.S, Artillery, Battery L, Lieut. John 8. Hunt. 

16th New York Heavy Artillery, Capt. Eugene W. Scheibner. 


NEWPORT NEWS. 
Col. ARTHUR H. DUTTON. 
21st Connecticut, Lieut. Col. Thomas F. Burpee. 
25th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Orson Moulton. 
8d New York Cavalry, Lieut. Col. George W. Lewis. 
3d New York Light Artillery, Battery H, eet William J. Riggs. \ 
16th New York Battery, Lieut. Frank H. Gould. : 
DRUMMONDTOWN. 
10th U. S. Colored Troops, Col. Edward H. Powel. 


EASTVILLE,. 


' Purnell Legion Maryland Cavalry, Company A, Capt. Robert E. Duvall. 


DISTRICT OF SAINT MARY’S. 


Brig. Gen. GILMAN MARSTON, 
2d New Hampshire, Col. Edward L. Bailey. 
5th New Hampshire, Lieut. Col. Richard E. Cross, 
12th New Hampshire, Capt. John F. Langley. 
U.S. Cavalry (detachments), Lieut. John Mix. 
2d Wisconsin Battery, Lieut. Carl Schulz. 


DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN J. PECK. 
Signal detachment, Lieut. Amos M. Thayer. 
DEFENSES OF NEW BERNE. 


Brig. Gen. Innis N. PALMER. 


Infantry. 


17th Massachusetts, Col. Thomas J. C. Amory. 

92d New York, Lieut. Col. Hiram Anderson, jr. 

99th New York, Col. David W. Wardrop. 

132d New York,* Col. Peter J. Claassen. 
19th Wisconsin (nine companies), Lieut. Col. Rollin M. Strong. 


Cavalry. 


12th New York (eight companies), Col. James W. Savage. 
*Detachment of 2d North Carolina attached, 
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Artillery. 


38d New York Light, Col. Charles H. Stewart. 
5th Rhode Island Heavy (seven companies), Col. Henry T. Sisson. 
2d Massachusetts Heavy, Capt. Nehemiah P. Fuller. 


SUB-DISTRICT OF THE ALBEMARLE, 
Brig. Gen. HENRY W. WESSELLS. 
Harland’s Brigade. 

Col. FRANCIS BEACH. 


8th Connecticut, Col. John E. Ward. 
15th Connecticut, Col. Charles L. Upham. 
16th Connecticut, Capt. Thomas F. Burke. 


Not brigaded. 


2d North Carolina (recruits), Lieut. Isaiah Conley. 
85th New York, Lieut. Col. Will W. Clarke. 
101ist Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Alexander W. Taylor. 
108d Pennsylvania, Col. Theodore F. Lehmann. 
24th New York Battery, Capt. A. Lester Cady. 
12th New York Cavalry (two companies), Capt. John S. Allison. 


SUB-DISTRICT OF BEAUFORT. 
Col. JAMES JOURDAN. 
Beaufort. Fort Macon. 


2d North Carolina (detachment), Lieut. Col. HENRY M. STONE, 
Capt. C. H. Foster. 
158th New York, Companies B, D, and | 2d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, 
EK, Capt. William Cuff. Companies A and B, Capt. Thomas 
D. Kimball. 
1st U. S. Artillery, Battery C, Lieut. 
Egbert W. Olcott. 


Morehead City. 
Lieut. Col. WitL1aAmM H. McNary. 


158th New York, Companies A,C, F,G, H, I, and K, Lieut. Col. William H. Mc- 


Nary. 
2d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Company C, Capt. Charles B. Newton, 
Newport Barracks. 


Col. Epwarp H. RIPLEY. 


9th Vermont, Lieut. Col. Valentine G. Barney. 
19th Wisconsin, Company F’, Capt. Martin Scherff. 
2d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Company D, Capt. Russell H. Conwell. 
5th Rhode Island Heavy Artillery, Company A, Lieut. Dutee Johnson, jr. 
Mix’s New York Cavalry, Companies A and B, Capt. Emory Cummings. 


SUB-DISTRICT OF THE PAMLICO. 
Col. JosepPH M. MCCHESNEY, 
Washington. 


ist North Carolina, Maj. Charles C. Graves. 
58th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Montgomery Martin. 
23d New York Battery, Lieut. Thomas Low. ; 2) 
5th Rhode Island Heavy Artillery, Company C, Lieut. Henry P. Williams. 
5th Rhode Island Heavy Artillery, Company E, Capt. George G. Hopkins, 
12th New York Cavalry (two companies), Capt. Rowland R. West. 
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Wasutncton, D. C., February 1, 1864—12.30 p. m. 
Major-General SepGwick, Army of the Potomac: 


It is the opinion of General Kelley that Early is advancing on 
West Virginia and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad with a large 
force, detached from Lee’s army. 

H. W. HALLECK, 


General-in-Chief. 


e————— |. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 1, 1864—7.30 p.m. (Received 8.30 p. m.) 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Hauueck, General-in-Chief : 


The information collected here was that Thomas’ brigade of Wil-. 


cox’s division and Walker’s brigade of Heth’s division were the onl 
infantry in the Shenandoah Valley, and they were in the upper val- 
ley ; that Rosser’s, part of Wickham’s, and part of Lee’s brigades of 
cavalry were also in the valley. It was known that these troops did 
not return to Lee’s army after leaving it in December, but remained 
in the Shenandoah Valley to prevent raids and to collect men, ani- 
mals, provisions, and forage from the Shenandoah and other valleys 
accessible to them, such as the valley of the South Branch of the 
Potomac, &c. No other force from Lee’s army is in the valley. 
Imboden’s force is believed to be there, but J otlcay is reported to 
be with Jones. 

Two citizens arrested on the 31st of January (yesterday), upon en- 
tering our lines on the Sperryville road left the vicinity of Charles- 
town, near Harper’s Ferry, on January 28. They passed through 
Middletown and Front Royal on the 29th, at which time they neither 
saw nor heard anything of the forces of the enemy, except of some 
cavalry at Harrisonburg. The movement of a force at this season 
from this army to the upper Shenandoah strong enough to attack 
and drive out the enemy would be costly to this army in men and 
animals. It is recommended as a preferable mode of securing the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad that General Kelley be re-enforced 
from this army, if he requires re-enforcements, by troops sent by 
railroad through Washington. Positive intelligence from the Shen- 
andoah Valley will be received here early to-morrow morning. 

OHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE Potomac, February 1, 1864. 
Major-General BirNEY, Commanding Third Corps : 


The following dispatch from General Kilpatrick is respectfully 
referred to you for report, by direction of the major-general com- 
manding : 

Lieut. Col. C. Ross SMITH, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 


My pass is still refused at the picket-lines on the main roads to Morton’s and Ger- 
manna Fords. I can neither send to nor hear from my two main reserves since 
yesterday morning. This has been the cause. 


J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General. 
A. A: HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 
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Hpgrs. First Cav. Div., PRovost-MARSHAL’S OFFICE, 


February 1, 1864. 
Capt. T. C. Bacon, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Str: I have the honor to report that William F. Sullivan, a citizen 
from Madison County, was sent in by Colonel Chapman and reported 
to me this afternoon. He desires to take the oath of allegiance and 
go North. He came in with Colonel Chapman, at his own request. 
He says that Lomax’s brigade is in Orange, near the court-house, 
and they picket at Robertson River. They consist of the Fifth, 
Sixth, and Fifteenth Cavalry. The Fourth Virginia is independent 
and is stationed near Mount Carmel Church. 

General Fitz. Lee is at Charlottesville. Young’s cavalry brigade 
is at Fredericksburg; Rosser’s in the valley. A division of Ewell’s 
corps went west a month ago to join Longstreet. Pickett’s division 
is near Weldon, N. C.; went there about three weeks ago. Early’s 
division is at Raccoon Ford. The enemy claim 40,000 or 50,000 men 
in the Army of Northern Virginia. 

Respectfully, 
GEO. B. SANFORD, 
Captain and Acting Provost-Marshal, First Cav. Division. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, February 1, 1864. 
Major-General AUGUR, 
Washington: 

GENERAL: You will immediately dispatch by railroad to Harper’s 
Ferry the Fourteenth New Hampshire Volunteers and a battery of 
artillery.. The First New York Veteran Cavalry will also be sent to 
that place to report to General Sullivan or General Kelley. These 
troops will go ready for immediate service in the field. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


es 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., February 1, 1864—2.30 a. m. 
(Received 10 a. m.) 
Brig. Gen. G. W. CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff: 
Colonel Thoburn reports to Colonel Mulligan that a brigade of 
infantry crossed the Knobly Mountain into the New Creek Vailey 
yesterday, between Petersburg and Greenland Gap. I think it is the 
object of the enemy by the movement to cut off my communication 
- with the west from New Creek, and to destroy the immense amount 
of property of the railroad at Piedmont. This movement of Karly 
is unquestionably a formidable one; I think evidently undertaken 
for the purpose of capturing or driving our forces out_of the valley 
of the upper Potomac, capturing our supplies at New Creek and this 
place, and destroying the railroad and its vast amount of property at 
Piedmont. I therefore deem it my duty to ask that at least. four or 
five regiments of infantry and a battery be sent me at once. These 
troops can be withdrawn again as soon as the enemy is driven back. 
B. FY KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


H 
| 
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WASHINGTON, February 1, 1864—10 a, m. 


Brigadier-General LocKwoop, 
Baltimore, Md. : 


Please send immediately to Harper’s Ferry such troops as you can | 
spare for a few days, for the protection of the railroad against raids. | 


eply how many you can send. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


WASHINGTON, February 1, 1864—1.15 p. m. 
Lieut. Col. W. H. CHESEBROUGH, 
Baltimore, Md. : 
All troops that can be temporarily spared must be sent forward 
immediately to Harper’s Ferry. 
H. W. HALLECK, 


General-in-Chief. 


CAMDEN STATION, February 1, 1864, 
(Received 8.40 a. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 


The enemy is reported in heavy force, infantry and cavalry, 
threatening the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad from Martinsburg to 
Piedmont. General Kelley regards this as a formidable movement 
of Early’s, undertaken for the purpose of driving our troops out of 
the valley of the Potomac, and destroying the extensive and im- 
portant railroad property at Piedmont, Cumberland, &c. As Early 
takes this movement so soon after his late failure, it appears prob- 
able that he has obtained such heavy re-enforcements as he has 
deemed requisite to accomplish his object. The weather also has 
been much in his favor. We suspended all trains between Martins- 
burg and Cumberland last eyening. Immediate re-enforcements 
appear to be required. I have ordered vigorous preparations to be 
made for transportation of troops from Washington and Baltimore, 
in case you decide to forward them. If you so decide, please advise 
the extent, so that we may arrange accordingly. 

J. W,. GARRETT: 
President Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 


WASHINGTON, February 1, 1864—1.30 p. m. 
J. W. GARRETT, 
President Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, Baltimore, Ma. : 
General Lockwood is ordered to send troops to General Kelley. 
Two regiments and a battery are ordered from here. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


~ 
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WASHINGTON, February 1, 1864—12.30 p. m. 


Brigadier-General KELLEY, 
Cumberland, Md., and 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va.: 

General Lockwood has been directed to send you all available 
troops in his department; also one battery, one regiment of cavalry, 
and one regiment of infantry have been ordered from this place. 
As these ‘will soon reach Harper’s Ferry, re-enforcements can be 


drawn from that place. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., February 1, 1864. 
é (Received 12 m.) 


Brigadier-General CULLUM, 


Chief of Staff: 
_ Nothing new from Mulligan this morning. . The railroad and tele- 
eraph yet safe. The cavalry seen near Green Spring last night was 
doubtless a reconnoitering party to ascertain the strength of the guard 
at the bridges across the North and South Branches of the Potomac. 
If they do not interfere with the road below here within the next 
twenty-four hours it will be safe, as Sullivan’s cavalry will arrive at 


‘Romney, I trust, to-morrow. Sullivan will send me 1,000 infantry 


as soon as they can be got off. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., February 1, 1864. 
(Received 3.20 p.m.) 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff: 

The telegram of General-in-Chief just received. I will now per- 
fect my arrangements as rapidly as possible to take the offensive and 
drive the enemy out of the valley. 

B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., February 1, 1864—4.30 p. m. 
(Received 7.05 p. m.) 


Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff: 
Colonel Mulligan reports the enemy’s advance down both the New 
Creek and Patterson’s Creek Valleys. In the New Creek Valley he 
is within 9 miles, skirmishing with his outposts. Please have the 


troops pushed forward as rapidly as possible. 
B. F. KELLEY, | 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


490 OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA W. VA. MD., AND PA, 1Caar. XLV. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., February 1, 1864—10.10 p. m. 
(Received 12 midnight.) 


Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff: 
The following telegram just received, and transmitted for the 
information of the General-in-Chief : 


CHARLESTON, February 1, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY : : 


One of my spies returned, and reports the number of rebel forces in front on the 
22d of January: Jackson’s brigade at Warm Springs, 700; Echols’ command in 
Monroe County ; draft over [—] Greenbrier River, 1,200; three companies of cavalry, 
White’s, Moorman’s, and McClung’s, at Frankfort ; Thirty-sixth and Sixtieth [| Vir- 
ginia] Regiments, commanded by McCausland, at the Narrows, 1,100 ; General Jones’ 

' forces at Dublin and Saltville, 3,000. Force of rebel cavalry is on its way to Hurri- 
cane Bridge. Forces have been sent by me to meet them. - 
A. N. DUFFIE, | 
Brigadier-General. 


B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General., 


CAMDEN STATION, BALTIMORE, February 1, 1864. 
* (Received 10.25 p. m.) 
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 


I directed our master of transportation to proceed with the mail 
train west this a. m., at 7.50. This a. m. he telegraphs that he 
arrived at Cumberland on time, and he learns that five brigades of 
the enemy passed Burlington this day toward Patterson’s Creek, 
distant some 20 miles, and that another force, under Early and Fitz. 
Lee, were pressing Mulligan’s outposts, 10 miles from New Creek, 
by latest accounts. General Lockwood informed me that he will 
send 900 men in all, who, he states, will be ready by 9 this p. m. 
Our transportation awaits them. 

J. W. GARRETT, 


President Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 


(Copy sent to General Halleck, General-in-Chief.) 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. Va., 
February 1, 1864—10.30 p. m. 
Brigadier-General Lockwoop, 
Baltimore, Md. : 


General Kelley just telegraphs that Mulligan met the enemy at 
Burlington and drove them back, but Seinates an attack in ine 
morning. If troops do not reach New Creek by daylight they will 
be of no use, I do not think more than one battery is needed, but 
that one should be hurried forward. If you forward any more I 
can spare nearly 5,000. 


J. C. SULLIVAN, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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BALTIMORE, MD., 
F February 1, 1864—midnight. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN: 
Seven hundred and twenty officers and men left here at 9.30 p. m. 
W. H. CHESEBROUGH. 


CUMBERLAND, February 1, 1864—3 p. m. 
J. W. GARRETT, Esq., Baltimore : 

Colonel Mulligan reports to-night that a brigade of infantry 
crossed Knobly Mountain yesterday evening into the New Creek 
Valley above Greenland Gap. I think this movement of Early’s is 
a formidable one, undertaken for the purpose of driving our troops 
out of the valley of the upper Potomac and preventing the working 
of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and destroying its property 
here and at Piedmont. Since my telegram to Mr. Smith I have 
deemed it my duty to ask General Halleck for re-enforcements at 
once. Please give me your aid. If done it must be done at once. 
B. F. KELLEY, 

Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 1, 1864—" p. m. 
H. G. Davis, Esq., Piedmont: 


I suggest to the citizens of Piedmont and Westernport to turn out 
and blockade all the roads leading into your town; also to arm 
themselves and be ready to repel any marauding party that approach 


the town. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 1, 1864—3 a, m. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, Harper’s Ferry: 

Colonel Thoburn reports that a brigade cf infantry passed over 
Knobly Mountain into the New Creek Valley yesterday evening. 
The movement of Early is a formidable one, and evidently under- 
taken to drive our troops from the upper Potomac and destroy the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and its vast property here and at Pied- 
mont. I have asked General Halleck to send me four or five regi-°* 
ments of infantry and a battery at once. If you can spare me any. 
force send me all you can. Will send the troops back as soon as 
the enemy is repelled. Nothing further from Green Spring. 

: B, Fo KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 1, 1864—10 a. m. 
Brigadier-General SuLLIVAN, Harper’s Ferry: 


Your telegram just received. Nothing new this a.m. I presume 
the cavalry that was seen near Springfield last night were only a 
reconnoitering party to ascertain the strength of the guards at the 


y sl 
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‘bridge. The road and telegraph are yet all safe, and umess they, 
attack the road below to-day we will be safe, as your cavalry wa 
arrive at Romney, I hope, to-morrow. Is the First New Yor 
along? What time will your troops move? I am in good health. 


; , ll right. 
with my harness on all rig B. F. KELLEY, | 


Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 1, 1864—4 p. m. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper's Ferry: 
Colonel Mulligan reports the enemy’s advance within 9 miles of 
New Creek. The pickets fighting now. 
B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadwer-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 1, 1864—5.30 p. m. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, ° 
Hlarper’s Ferry: 
Tell Chesebrough to send infantry, and to push forward the 
troops as rapidly as possible. Nothing later than my last telegram. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 1, 1864—9.30 p. m. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper's Ferry : 

The troop trains have passed Green Spring and will be here in a 
few minutes. Mulligan attacked the enemy’s advance on the Green: 
land\Gap road late this evening and drove him back. I am yet un: 
decided in opinion whether the attack at New Creek is not a feint. 
and that this is the point they intend to assail. Will be ready for 
them, Have you heard anything from your cavalry ? I will com- 
municate with them as soon as possible. : 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpqrs. 3D Bria., Ist. Div., Dept. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, W. Va., February 1, 1864—2.15 a. m. 


Commanding Officer U. S. Troops at or near Winchester : 


Sir:'I have just received the following order from Brigadier 
General Sullivan, and hasten to communicate it to you, viz: 


Col, R. S. RODGERS : 


You will send courier to Winchester to-night, with utmost care, to notify th 
commanding officer of my expedition that it is my order that he call in all th 
detachments and move direct to Romney without halt, sending, however, 100 picke 
men to Wardensville for information, who will then join the column at or nea 
Romney by the mountain road from the former place. 

By order of Brigadier-General Sullivan : 


‘ ‘ F. A. NIMS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


s 


~3 
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Please to note the time of receipt of the accompanying order and 
send back any important intelligence that can be communicated 
_ verbally. A scout will leave here for Bloomery Gap at 5.45 in the 
morning, to communicate with you at that place and bring back 
such information as you may have. 

R. 8S. RODGERS. 


Colonel, Comdg. Third Brig., First Div., Dept. of W. Va. 


HARPER'S FERRY, W. Va., February 1, 1864. 


Col. R. S. RoDGERs : 

_ Order a cavalry scout to Bloomery Gap, to leave before 6 in the 
morning, with instructions to remain there during the day. and to 
communicate with the columns moving from Winchester to Romney 
in case they get any reliable information as to the enemy’s move- 
ments; also communicate promptly with you in such case. 

By order of Brigadier-General Sullivan : 
F. A. NIMS, 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


e 


MARTINSBURG, W. VA., February 1, 1864. 
‘Captain BoongE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Shall the party sent for information to Wardensville send back to 
Winchester what they learn there, or shall they merely move through 
Wardensville to join the column as directed, or shall the main col- 
umn move from Winchester immediately upon receipt of the order? 
_ The courier will leave immediately upon receiving reply. 

R. 8. RODGERS, 

Colonel, Commanding. 


HARPER'S FERRY, W. VA., February 1, 1864. 


Col. R. S. RoDGERs : 

The main column will move toward Romney immediately upon 
receipt of the order., The detachment of 100 men will move to 
Wardensville at same time and rejoin main column at Romney, 
taking the mountain road from Wardensville. 


By order of Brigadier-General Sullivan : 
F. A. NIMS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. 3D Bria., 1st Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, W. Va., February 1, 1864. 


Capt. W. M. Boong, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Caprain: On the 29th instant I reported that certain stores in 
Shepherdstown had been robbed of property valued at $80, Subse- 


| 

| 

= - 
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quent examination has proven that the goods were worth abou 
$500. To-day I am informed that the stores were again entered, an 
a considerable quantity of goods taken. I sent immediately to th’ 
commanding officer at Kearneysville to send a guard of 20 men te 
Shepherdstown to close the stores and direct the proprietors to have 
their goods transported across the river, which will be done to-mor 
row. My information leads me to believe that these marauders are 
from one of the roving bands of rebels who infest the valley, anc 
that they find easily places of concealment among their friends dur. 
ing the day and are ready to meet at an appointed rendezvous wher 
it suits their purpose. I have sent a small party of cavalry for the 
pu DGes of picketing the various roads and making every effort t 
discover their hiding-places, besides taking other means which may 
possibly lead to the detection of citizens cognizant of these out 
rages. In regard to closing the stores in Shepherdstown, I woulc 
remark that it seems necessary to prevent the enemy being suppliec 
with goods to the extent of their capacity unless a guard is kep' 
constantly at that place, and as a large part of the people of the towr 
and vicinity are known to be bitter in their hostility to the Gov 
ernment it does not appear reasonable that we should contribute t« 
their comfort, and I therefore respectfully recommend that all the 
stores and shops in the town of Shepherdstown be prohibited. A 
robbery was committed in the same town in December last, anc 
notice was then given to the merchants that unless they could pro. 
tect their own property by some organization of their own thei 
ee must be closed, which they promised, but have failec 
to do. 
Very respectfully, &c., 
; R. 8. RODGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


MartinspurG, W. Va., February 1, 1864—12.30 p. m. 


Captain Boong, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
My courier has returned from Winchester. Captain Bugbee re 
ceived your order at 6,30 o’clock. Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson 
with the troops from Averell’s command, had gone up the valley 
leaving Newtown at 1 o’clock last night. He sent a courier back 
to Martinsburg, but he has not yet come in. The courier brings n¢ 


news. 
R. 8. RODGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


Z 


HARPER’S Ferry, W. Va., February 1, 1864. 
Col. R. 8. RoDGERs : 


General Kelley reports the enemy near Green Spring. He ha: 
stopped the east-bound train. Be vigilant and cautious. Have al 
your railroad guards notified of danger, 

‘i J. C. SULLIVAN, 


Brigadier- General, 
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HARPER'S Ferry, W. Va., February 1, 1864. 


Col. R. S. Ropaers, 
Martinsburg, W. Va.: 


You will immediately have at the depot for embarkation the One 
hundred and twenty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry, with three 
days’ rations, arms, 60 rounds of ammunition, blankets, shelter- 
ter tents, and camp-kettles, to report to General Kelley at Cumber- 
land. Cars will be provided. Call upon Colonel Schoonmaker for 
any details you may require for guard or picket. Have ordered 
more cavalry to report to you to-morrow. 

By order of Brigadier-General Sullivan : 

F, A. NIMS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. Va., February 1, 1864. 
Col. R. 8. RopGsErs, 
Martinsburg, W. Va.: 
See Mr. Darby; load the men in the cars, and hurry them off as 
soon as pe 
By order of Brigadier-General Sullivan: 
F. A, NIMS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 1, 1864—7 a. m. 


Colonel MULLIGAN, 
New Creek: 

Your telegram received. Your proposition approved. Protect 
the rear of your Ridgeville force by close watch of the gap road. 
Two regiments will arrive to-night ; more will arrive to-morrow. If 
you are attacked in large force fight them until I can relieve you. I 
will detain the two regiments that arrive to-night here, for fear the 
real object of attack is this place. 

B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 1, 1864—12 m. 


- Colonel MULLIGAN, 


New Creek: 


While you will make the necessary preparations for the defense of 
your position, you will at the same time make such needful arrange- 
ments for an offensive, rapid movement as your best judgment may 
dictate. Sullivan’s cavalry will reach Romney, I trust, to-morrow 
night. Please keep the suggestion of an offensive movement strictly 
to yourself. One thousand infantry will leave Harper’s Ferry for 


t -d ° 
es Moet B. F. KELLEY, 
s Brigadier- General, 
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New Bernz, N. C., February 1, 1864. 
Colonel BARNEY : 
Our forces at New Berne are attacked in force; the enemy is at 


| 
} 


Brice’s Creek. Prepare for attack on your front. Have all surplus | 


stores packed. I have sent for arms for your recruits. There is a 
telegraph operator at Croatan; open communication with that post 


at once. 
J. JOURDAN, 
Colonel. 


NrEw Berne, February 1, 1864—5.30 a. m. 
Colonel CLAASSEN : 

Dispatch received.* . A section of artillery will be sent at once, 
and the garrison aroused. Hold on as long as possible, but remem- 
ber that any persistent defense of the post of New Berne must be 
made here, not at the outposts. Keep me advised. 

I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier- General. 


New Bernge, N. C., February 1, 1864—9.05 a. m. 
Col. J. JOURDAN, 
Morehead City : 

Have the One hundred and fifty-eighth New York in readiness to 
come up atonce. <A train will be sent down for themen. They are 
to come without rations. Pickett’s division is said to be on our 
front, and we may expect a siege. 

I. N. PALMER, 


Brigadier-General. 


MooREHEAD, February 1, 1864—10.30 a. m. 
General PALMER : 

Please inform me at what time the detached posts at Croatan and 
Havelock had better be withdrawn to prevent capture. I have no 
means of determining at this end of the route. 

J. JOURDAN, 
Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAG, 
February 2, 1864—6.30 p.m. (Received 8.30 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK : 


The scouts did not return until late to-day. The information they 
bring from the Shenandoah Valley, in the vicinity of Luray, is not 
later than last Wednesday. At that time no movement of troops in 
the valley was going on, and none reported as about being made. 

JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
bi a ta —— a - ROE aman Te SIA r= LIE B73" | 


* See p. 67, 
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GARNETT’s Mountain Signa STATION, 
February 2, 1864. 
Major-General NEwTon: 
Commanding First Army Corps : 
We intercepted the following message from the rebel signal station 
on Clark’s Mountain : 
Colonel Skinner wishes to be placed on a board to examine the cases of cavalry- 
-men of Imboden’s command claimed by Steuart’s brigade. Is it approved? Colonel 
8. applies for an extension of leave of absence four days. Is it approved ? 
PITZER, 
Major, Aide-de-Camp. 
Respectfully, 
WIGGINS and CAMP, 
Signal Officers. 


WASHINGTON, February 2, 1864—10.30 a. m. 


Brigadier-General Lockwoop, 
Baltumore, Md.: 
As you have forwarded one battery and one goes from here, I 
think they will be sufficient unless others should be asked for. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-C hief. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., February 2, 1864—10 a. m. 
(Received 11.45 a. m.) 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff, Washington : 

Colonel Mulligan reports he drove back the enemy on the New 
Creek Valley road yesterday evening, and that he is reported falling 
back on the Patterson’s Creek Valley road this morning. Our force 
is pursuing. Troops arrived from Harper’s Ferry this morning. 
More on the way. Railroad and telegraph yet safe. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 2, 1864—8 a. m. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper's Ferry : ; 
Your telegram received. Nothing from Mulligan thisa.m. All 
‘ quiet here. The enemy reported in Romney, 500 cavalry. I trust 
your cavalry will reach there to-night. I think you had better hold 
the balance of the troops at Harper’s Ferry. I cannot learn the 
strength of the enemy. Deserters differ widely; some say 10,000, 
some 20,000. The force I think is large. The One hundred and 
twenty-third [Ohio] arrived and go to New Creek this a. m. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General, 
32 R R—VOL XXXII 
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WASHINGTON, February 2, 1864—8.20 p. m. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va.: 

Troops at Harper’s Ferry and those arriving from Baltimore and 
Washington should be pushed forward in sufficient numbers to. 
celieve General Kelley. More will be sent to you if required. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 
CUMBERLAND, February 2, 1864—8 a. m. 
Colonel MuLuigan, New Creek: 

What news this a. m.? The One hundred and twenty-third Ohio 
Infantry arrived and will proceed at once to report to you. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 2, 1864—10 a. m. 

Colonel MuLuican, New Creek: 

Your telegram received. If the enemy is falling back pursue 
him at once. Keep yourself advised fully in regard to the force on 
the Greenland Gap road ; also the road from Greenland Gap via the 
junction of the Moorefield-Alleghany pike. Suilivan’s cavalry (four 
regiments) will arrive in Romney to-night. 

B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND February 2, 1864—1 p. m. 
Colonel MuLLIGAN, New Creek: 

Unless you are fully satisfied that a rebel force has gone toward 
Oakland, I think you had better stop One hundred and twenty-third 
at New Creek. I sent Captain Myers to Frankfort to reconnoiter. 
Will send One hundred and thirty-ninth Pennsylvania to North 
Branch bridge. All quiet below this point. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 2, 1864—2 p. m. 
Colonel MuLLIGAN, New Creek: ' : 
The telegraph wire east ceased to work about an hour since. 


B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 2, 1864—3 p. m. 
Colonel MuLuican, New Creek: 
Messengers just in from below. Our pals have been driven from 


the bridge below. The enemy reported at Patterson’s Creek, Th 
North pridge on fire. é 2 


B. F. KELLEY, 
_ Brigadier-General. 


| 
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CUMBERLAND, February 2, 1864—5 p. m. — 


Colonel MULLIGAN, 
New Creek: 

If possible, get a messenger to our cavalry approaching Romney 
to-night of Rosser’s whereabouts. He fell back toward Frankfort, 
and I fear will go through Springfield east and escape. Do you want 
any more troops? The old Ringgolds are now at mouth of Patter- 
son’s Creek. Put out fire and repair. bridge. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


—— 


CUMBERLAND, February 2, 1864—6 p. m. 


Colonel MULLIGAN, 
New Creek: 
Rosser captured the company on Patterson’s Creek. Recapture it, 
if possible. Two troop trains arrived at Patterson’s Creek. Road 


and bridge all right below. 
B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 2, 1864—7.30 p. m. 


Colonel MULLIGAN, 
; New Creek: 

What was the force reported having gone toward Oakland—in- 
fantry or cavalry? If cavalry, how would it get through your block- 
ade? Would it not be well to make arrangements to cut them off at 
Greenland Gap? What is your news from that direction to-day, or 
from Williamsport ? Will send you the One hundred and thirty- 
ninth Pennsylvania to-morrow. 

B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


BALTIMORE, Mp., February 2, 1864. 
(Received 4.55 p. m.) 
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War, and 
Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief, U. S. Army: 

Conductor of express train west telegraphs that he proceeded as 
far as Green Spring Run, where messenger from Patterson’s Creek 
informed the commander of that post that the bridge over that 
- stream was burned, and that the bridge on the North Branch of the 
. Potomac, withirt? 6 miles of Cumberland, was also burning. It is 
stated that the company at Patterson’s Creek bridge had beeen capt- 
ured, and that there was fighting west of that point. It was fur- 
ther expected that Cumberland and New Creek would be attacked 
during the night. The troops ordered from Baltimore were slow in 
coming to station, but got off at 11.30 last p.m., and a battery 
also came late this morning and loaded slowly, but got off at 12 
o’clock, Nine hundred men only from Baltimore, besides the bat- 
tery force from Washington, also appeared slowly ; but 900 men and 


¢ 
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a battery having left this point up to this time. I fear General 
Kelley’s apprehensions of a very formidable attack are being real- 
ized, expectations being now entertained that the movement may 
extend into Pennsylvania, for the procurement of cattle and sup- 


plies. 
J. W. GARRETT, 
President. 


HARPER’S Ferry, W. Va., February 2, 1864. 
Col. R. 8. RopGERs : 

Send a cavalry scout from Kearneysville, by way of Smithtield and 
Berryville, to Winchester, returning by way of Bunker Hill and 
Martinsburg. 

By order of Brigadier-General Sullivan : 

F. A. NIMS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


» HARPER’S FrRRyY, W. Va., February 2, 1864. 


Col. R. S. RoDGERs, 
Martinsburg, W. Va.: 


A regiment of infantry will be at Martinsburg about noon, and 
au disembark there. You will hold the cars, however, subject to 
orders. 

By order of Brigadier-General Sullivan : 

F. A. NIMS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 2, 1864 
Captain MvYERs, 
North Branch Bridge: 

Can infantry be got across the river? Colonel Mulligan occupies 
Burlington and the Moorefield Junction to-night and I expect four 
regiments of cavalry in Romney to-night from General Sullivan’s 
command. I think you might push on to-morrow morning and 
proceed cautiously on the track of Rosser. He may go east through 
Springfield. If he does, you must send a messenger to our cavalry 
at Romney, so he can be cut off. Do you think the enemy were at 
Green Spring or South Branch bridge ? 

B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadver-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 2, 1864—5. p.-m. 
Colonel Moopy, 
North Branch: 
Remain at the bridge to-night. Where is the Ringgold ca: 
Are they at the bridge ? What is the damage to thoseren Uae 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General, 
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CUMBERLAND, February 2, 1864—6 p. m. 
Captain Myers, 
North Branch Bridge : 

If Miller cannot telegraph from Patterson’s Creek below, can’t you 
send two men down to the tow-path to a point opposite Number 12, 
and advise the officer there of the state of matters above. I expect 
there are two regiments there on the way here. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 2, 1864—6 p. m. 
Colonel Moopy, 
North Branch: 

Please send a messenger to the commanding officer of troop trains 
and direct him to run back to South Branch bridge and await fur- 
ther orders. Ascertain what rations he has; if out, will send him 
subsistence to-morrow. Direct him to be on the alert and protect 
the bridge. ‘The enemy may attempt to destroy to-night. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 2, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel HAut, 
Tenth Virginia, Beverly : 
Have you any news? Reports indicate that a rebel force has 
assed through the mountains. Have youheard of it? Send a scout 
into Tucker as far as Parsons’ Mills. Watch the road in your front. 
The rebels are active all along our line. Answer. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NortH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., February 2, 1864. 
Commander H. K. DAVENPORT, or 
Lieut. Commander C. W. FLUSSER, 
U.S. Navy: 
The port of New Berne is now besieged and our communication 
with the coast cut off. The besieging force is large, but I have no 


idea of being concerned about this place. The river communication 


is liable to be cut off now by batteries erected on the river and there 
are no large gun-boats here to patrol the river. 

. The or vritor was this morning boarded, captured, and burned 
by the enemy in the Neuse River, opposite Fort Anderson. I sub- 
mit the matter to the senior naval officer, as I have no idea where 
Commander Davenport is at this time. I have directed this commu- 
nication both to him and Lieutenant-Commander Flusser, to be de- 
livered wherever either of these officers may be found. 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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New Berne, February 2, 1864—-9.40 p. m. 


Lieutenant JOHNSON, 
Commanding, &e. : 

Spike, bury, or conceal your gun ; then gather everything you can 
and come in quietly. Destroy ammunition you cannot bring. Your 
men can pack a good deal of their effects if you come slowly. Send 
a messenger to the commanding officer at Havelock and tell him to 
do the same thing there and to follow you. When you arrive here 
report to your regiment and also to me. Answer this and tell me if 
you perfectly understand it. 

You had better not try to burn things, for it might lead to the dis- 
covery of what you were doing. You need not wait for the company 
at Havelock. Let them follow, and you must tell them the best 


route to come. 
PALMER, 
Brigadwer-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., February 3, 1864—4.30 p. m. 


Major-General SEDGWICK, 
Army of the Potomac: 
Please communicate directly with General B. F. Butler, Fort 
Monroe, in regard to his proposed movements. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


Fort Monrog, Va., February 3, 1864—6 p. m. 
Major-General SEDGWICcK, 
Commanding Army of the Potomac: 

Tam directed by General Halleck to telegraph you directly in 
regard to possible co-operation in a movement which I desire to make. 
Some 8,000 of Lee’s army have gone into North Carolina, or per- 
haps more, and are now attacking New Berne. Can you make a 
forward movement which will draw Lee’s troops from Richmond to 
your front ? Can that be done as early as Saturday ? Telegraph to 
what extent you can move. 

B. F. BUTLER, 


Major-General. 


GARNETT’S Mountain, February 3, 1864—1.30 p. m. 
Major-General NEwTon, and 
CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, 

Army of the Potomac: 


The enemy’s camp 20 degrees west of south and distant about 8 
miles from this point has been broken up. Troops in line with five 
wagons in front. No other change. 

WIGGINS and CAMP, 
Signal Officers. 


— 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 3, 1864—4 p. m. 
Lieutenant WIGGINS : 
About how many men did you observe in line? Did they move? 
If so, in what direction ? Keep asharp watch for other movements. 
: L. B. NORTON, 
Chief Signal Officer, 


GARNETT’S MountTaIn, February 3, 1864—-7.45 p. m. 
Captain NorTOon : 
One regiment in line. They moved into the woods directly in rear 
of their old camp. No other movements have occurred. 
WIGGINS, 
Signal Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., February 3, 1864—3.30 p. m. 


Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper’s Ferry : 

Would it not be better to make your proposed cavalry raid on the 
rear of Early’s forces, to cut off or embarrass their retreat by de- 
stroying bridges and supplies and felling trees in the roads? By this 
measure you may enable General Kelley, if he drives them back, to 
overtake and capture them. The First New York Veteran Cavalry 
left here yesterday morning to report to you. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


CAMDEN STATION, BALTIMORE, February 3, 1864. 
(Received 4 p. m.) 
Hon. E. M. STANTON : 
Transportation has been furnished, in every case which has come 
to my knowledge, with great expedition, and all the movements have 
thus far been conducted without accident. No complaint has been 
made to me by General Sullivan of inadequacy of transportation. 
In one dispatch he remarked that the movement of the trains was 
slow. As attacks were apprehended from the enemy along the line 
between Martinsburg and Cumberland, our engineers and conduct- 
ors were instructed to run the troop trains with great care, and the 
speed, therefore, was not as great as could have been made if the 
danger of attack and obstruction upon the track, &c., had not ex- 
isted. I shall request advice from General Sullivan on this subject, 
‘so that if there be any deficiency at any point I may be enabled to 
correct it. I forwarded the order via Pittsburg last night, and our 
men are engaged this morning in restoring the telegraph line, which 
was cut down for 14 miles, and also reconstructing the bridges at 
Patterson’s Creek and North Branch. We have a large force and 
reserve of timber at Cumberland, which will enable us to accomplish 


the work with great rapidity. 
J. W. GARRETT, 


President, 


| 
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CUMBERLAND, February 3, 1864—10 a. m. | 
Governor BOREMAN, 
Wheeling . 

The enemy has been driven back from the line of the railroad at 
all points and is now in full retreat, being vigorously pursued by 
our troops. The damage to the North Branch and Patterson’s Creek 
bridges is but trifling. Will be repaired in two days. The Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad will be again in working order ; telegraph 
lines will be working this evening. 

B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 3, 1864—8.30 p. m. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper’s Ferry: 

Prisoners captured to-day report that Rosser was to have gone by 
the Northwestern pike toward Winchester and formed a junction with 
Imboden and then attack Martinsburg, which he supposed weakened. 
by the withdrawal of troops to support me, but your cavalry coming 
to Romney prevented his plans. ou will therefore look out and be 


ready, 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 3, 1864—1.30 a, m. 


Colonel MULLIGAN, 
New Creek : 


If you send 300 or 400 infantry to Greenland Gap, McNeill cannot 
get out of the Alleghany with cattle. He must come out by the 
Moorefield and Alleghany pike unless there is some road south of that 
that I never heard of, or you might send the force to the junction of 
the Alleghany pike with the Northwestern road. Consult with par- 
ties from that country. McNeill ought to be prevented from getting 


out, if possible. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND February 3, 1864—12 m. 
Colonel MULLIGAN, 
New Creek: 


Captain Myers reports from Frankfort that Rosser went up Pat- 
terson’s Creek with his prisoners toward Sheets’ Mills, where it was 
reported he had two regiments infantry awaiting hisreturn. Myers 
says it is understood at Frankfort that Rosser would go out by the 
Trough road, on east side of South Branch, crossing at Romney. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General, 
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CUMBERLAND, February 3, 1864—2 p. m. 
~ Colonel MULLIGAN, 
New Creek: 
Myers reports that he has communicated with Sullivan’s cavalry 
and is in pursuit. I suggest that the cavalry go up east side of 
- South Branch. However, do what you think best when you arrive 
at the front. Don’t let the enemy escape. 
B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 3, 1864—8 a. m. 


Colonel Moopy, 
North Branch: 
You will return to Cumberland this a.m. and proceed to New 
Creek and report to Colonel Mulligan, commanding division. 
Be RE EGY. 
Brigadier- General. 


MARTINSBURG, W. Va., February 3, 1864. 
Capt. WiLL1AmM M. Boongs, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Scout from Winchester via Smithfield and Summit Point just in; 
brought from Winchester 2 deserters from Imboden and 1 from 
Thomas. Early, they say, went across the mountain with Rosser 
and Thomas; report our cavalry passing Middletown early Monday. 


morning. 
R. S. RODGERS, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., February 3, 1864. 


Col. R. S. RoDGERs, 
Martinsburg, W. Va.: 

Telegram received. We hold Green Spring, and are in commu- 
nication with General Kelley. How far were our pickets at Green 
Spring driven in? Was any of the Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry 
among the party? Our forces hold Springfield and Romney. 

By order of Brigadier-General Sullivan: 

WM. M. BOONE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HARPER’S Ferry, W. VA., February 3, 1864. 
Col. R. S. RopGERs, 
Martinsburg, W. Va.: 

You will send Major Bell with 200 picked men up the valley, start- 
ing at daylight to-morrow morning with three days’ rations and small 
forage only. Send areliable officer with few men through Winches- 
ter. Hewill avoid that place and Strasburg, going as far as Wood- 


stock, He will obtain the most reliable information concerning the 
é 
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‘ | 
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enemy’s movement. Caution him to secure all the post-offices and 
mails, the contents of which will be forwarded here without ex- 
amination. Do you keepa look out on Round Top? 
By order of Brigadier-General Sullivan : 
F. A. NIMS, 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Fort Monroe, Va., February 3, 1864—12.30 p. m. 
(Received 3.15 p. m.) 
Hon. EpwIn M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 


I shall be ready to move on Saturday. Can General Meade move 


atall?P  \ 
B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


—_——— 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
February 3, 1864—4.30 p. m. 
Major-General BUTLER, 
Fort Monroe: 
General Meade is at Philadelphia sick. Your telegram has been 
referred to the General-in-Chief for answer as to whether the army 


can move. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Fort Monrog, Va., February 3, 1864—2 p. m. 


(Received 3.18 p. m.) 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War, and 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 

Dispatch from Brigadier-General Palmer, received at 1 p. m. to- 
day, says his outposts are attacked and driven in by a force which 
he thinks to be 15,000 men; I suppose it to be 8,000 ; two regiments 
he each division] of Lee’s army having been sent down to North 

arolina. I got the information reliably yesterday. I have sent a 
regiment to re-enforce Colonel Jourdan at Morehead City. Now is 
the time, if ever, for General Meade to move; the roads are practi- 
cable. That will relieve North Carolina at once and leave a move- 
ment for me of which I spoke to you. 

Baw BUTLER, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
DrEpt. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fortress Monroe, February 3, 1864. 
' Maj. Gen. H. W. Hauuecxr, 


General-in-Chief : 


Sir: I send you inclosed a copy of a report received from Briga- 
dier-General Palmer at 1 o’clock to-day, and also a report formerly 
a 


| 
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received, having already sent you by telegraph the substance of the 
report to-day.* 
1 have sent forward the Twenty-first Conrecticut—about 400 men— 
‘to the aid of General Palmer, which is the only infantry regiment I 
can spare. General Meade could relieve General Palmer at once by 
making a movement. I can move with 6,000 men, to-wit, 2,000 
sabers and 4,000 infantry, with two batteries of artillery, at any 
moment, from Williamsburg in the direction I indicated to you in 
conversation. The roads are practicable. .There are no troops in 
Richmond save the City Battalion. Pickett’s division has but one 
brigade in Petersburg. Ido not believe that Lee has 20,000 men in 
front of Meade, because it is thoroughly understood that Meade is in 
winter quarters. Why can’t Meade move on Friday? They are 
fortifying the road that runs from Richmond in the direction of 
Danville. They began on Monday with 5,000 negroes, which they 
have impressed under their new law of Congress. Please advise me 
upon all these points, and whether I can get any aid for North Caro- 
lina in case the attack turns out asiege. I am certain that two regi- 
ments from each division of Lee’s army have gone south over the 
Petersburg road, besides all of Pickett’s division except one brigade 
at Petersburg. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpg@rs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, February 3, 1864. 


Brigadier-General PALMER, 
Commanding New Berne: 


GENERAL: Your dispatch, by the hand of Lieutenant McVey, was 
received at a quarter to 1 o’clock. He seems to have made all dili- 
gence to get here. 

' Isend to Morehead City the Twenty-first Connecticut by the Spauld- 
ing; that is the only infantry regiment which I can spare at the 
present time. Major Bates, Lieutenant McVey, and Colonel Ripley 
return with her. I need not say to you hold on in any event. If 
the attack turns into a seige we will be there in the rear to take 
part init. I have notified Admiral Lee, so that he may make such 
naval dispositions as he sees fit. I will also forward by telegraph the 
substance of your dispatch to the commanding general of the army. 
The force given as opposed to you is exaggerated. Two regiments 
of each division of Lee’s army, Hoke’s brigade of Early’s division, 
_ and one brigade of Pickett’s division is all that is before you. They 
- do not amount to more than 8,000 men, and your force, with plenty 
- of provisions and ammunition, would seem to be amply sufficient. 
If really necessary you might concentrate from either Plymouth or 
Washington all the force which could be spared. 
I have the honor to be, wery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


* See Palmer’s report of February 1, p. 49.- 
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CUMBERLAND, Mp., February 4, 1864—10 a. m. 
(Received 2.45 p. m.) 
Brig. Gen. G. W. Cuutium, Chief of Staff: 

Nothing important during the night from Colonel Mulligan. 
When last heard from he was within 12 miles of Moorefield.  Pris- 
oners captured report that Rosser intended to have gone east by the 
Northwestern turnpike to Winchester, and, forming a junction with 
a force, advance down the Shenandoah Valley, under command of 
Imboden, attack Martinsburg, believing it had been weakened by 
the withdrawal of troops to support me, but Sullivan’s cavalry arriv- 
ing at Romney had frustrated his design and forced him toward 
Moorefield. I have advised Sullivan. The North Branch bridge 
was repaired last night, and the trains passed over. The Patterson’s 
Creek prides will be repaired to-day. All quiet and safe west of this 
on the railroad. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, February 4, 1864—3 p. m. 
(Received 5 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff, Washington : 

A dispatch just received from Colonel Mulligan, dated 8 a. m., at 
the ford 3 miles below Moorefield. 'The enemy had crossed and were 
holding it. Mulligan had opened his artillery on him. Sullivan’s 
cavalry had joined him. 

B. FY KHLERY, 


Brigadier-General. 


Martinspure, W. Va., February 4, 1864. 
Captain Boonkr, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
Major Bell left with 200 men at daylight as ordered. Any news ? 
R. 8. RODGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


‘ 


MartTinsBureG, W. Va., February 4, 1864. 
Lieut. F. A. Nims, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 
Is Major Bell to go through Winchester and Strasburg or to avoid 
them, and is he to go to Woodstock ? Is the small party to go 
through Winchester and join Major Bell or to return here from 


‘Winchester ? 
R. 8. RODGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HARPER’S Ferry, W. Va., February 4, 1864. 
Col. R. S. RopeErs, Martinsburg, W. Va. : 


Major Bell will not go through Winchester and Strasburg, but 
will send a small detachment through those places to rejoin him 


— 
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above. He will go to Woodstock. The small party will go through 
and join Major Bell, and will not return until the whole scout is per- 
formed. A 
F. A. NIMS, 
Aciing Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hp@rs. 3D Bric., Ist Div., Dept. of West VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, W. Va., February 4, 1864. 
Maj. WiLuIAM BELL, Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry: 

You will proceed at daylight with 150 men of your own regiment 
and a detachment of the Fifteenth New York Cavalry up the valley, 
avoiding Winchester and Strasburg. You will proceed as far as 
Woodstock. At the most convenient point on this side of Winches- 
ter you will detach a reliable officer and 25 men, who will proceed 
direct through Winchester and Strasburg and join you at Wood- 
stock. He will be directed to seize all the mnie in the post-offices 
and collect all possible information. You will be supplied before 
marching with three days’ rations and forage. 

All papers are to be brought to these headquarters without exam- 


ination. 
R. 8. RODGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Buckhannon, W. Va., February 4, 1864. 
Captain MELVIN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of West Virginia: 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you the within memorial from 
citizens of the upper end of Lewis County, W. Va., praying a more 
sufficient protection against thieves and robbers. 

Please allow me to say the complaint is by no means groundless. 
With the forces I have had here under my command I have been 
unable to afford the protection that is due those people in proportion 
to population. No section of the county has turnedsout more sol- 
diers than the one above referred to, and, furthermore, West Virginia 
has no better sons of which to boast than those living in this section. 
T have had one company of cavalry and part of another at this post 
during the winter, the horses of which have been worn out over and 
over at Beverly by a portion of one of the company in my command 
stationed there as mounted scouts for Col. A. Moor; therefore, I 
trust that you will readily perceive my want of men and means to 
protect a front of at least 60 miles length. May I suggest the pro- 

riety of having sent to my command two more companies of the 
hird Virginia Cavalry, that I may protect this section of country 


. more securely and hurt the enemy worse if he comes en masse? My 
‘late company, Capt. T. F. Roane, would be very effective here, and 


I much desire them for the safety of the county. . Please give, if 
possible, a remedy and what may seem best to you. 


Iam, your servant, respectfully, 
e LOT BOWEN, 
Major, Commanding Post. 


P. S§.—I have a report'at this moment that 100 rebels are coming 
mounted. If they come I hope they will give a good account of us 
before they are done, 


“a 
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| 

ANDERSON’S STORE, W. VA., | 
January 29, 1864. 

| 


To Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY, greeting: 


We, your humble petitioners, being all loyal citizens, pray to be 
heard in behalf of our present perilous situation. | 

First. We represent that we live immediately on the border. ie | 
we are daily, or, more properly speaking, nightly, exposed to rebel! 
hordes of guerrillas, who infest the mountains and pounce upon us/ 
when and while we are unable to protect ourselves in any egree, | 
There are several roads leading from the settlements into the mount- 
ains, any and all of which are used by them in making their raids 
among us. 

Second. The manner of making their raids: They come in quietly | 
and are received by the rebel sympathizers, and remain concealed until | 
they are ready to make a dash, and then from 10 to 20 armed rebels | 
dash upon the citizens in the dead hours of. the night, robbing them | 
of whatever valuables may be found, consisting of money, bed- | 
clothes, wearing apparel, even down to ladies’ dresses and children’s 
shoes and stockings. Some families have been reduced to want in | 
this way. They have even taken the last knife and fork in some | 
instances. They begin the work of robbing as they go out of the |! 
neighborhood, and before we can possibly get help they are gone. 
They have already got nearly every Union horse for several miles 
round where your petitioners live. | 

Third. We anticipate worse now soon. We expect the next thing 
that our cattle will be driven off, as it has been done in the adjoining 
county (Braxton). 

Fourth. The remedy: The only remedy we can conceive of is to 
have a company or two of men stationed at two points along the 
line. One company stationed on the head of the West Fork, where 
they could watch and guard the roads and passes infested by these 
guerrillas. In like manner let a company be stationed at Centre- 
ville, Upshur County, there being a way from that point to the 
mountains. That is the point of attack where the Upshur County 
militia were captured. 

Fifth. Now let Company A of Tenth Virginia Volunteer Infantr 
be placed on the head of the West Fork, in LewisCounty. That com- 
pany was mostly raised in that locality, and are well acquainted with 
the roads leading to the mountains, and can therefore be much more 
efficient than strangers can be. The same as it regards Company B 
same regiment, who were raised in the locality of Centreville. They 
are well acquainted with the roads and guerrilla haunts. q 

Lastly, our young and able-bodied men have nearly all gone into 
the Government service. There are but a very few men, except 
grey-heads and invalids, left. : 

Now. we do humbly ask (if it can be done without prejudice to the 
General Government) you to send the aforesaid Companies A and B 
to the aforesaid points, and we will continue to shew our loyalty, as 
we have hitherto done, by doing all we can in support of the Gov: 
ernment and the suppression of the rebellion. 


J. BOUSE. 
[And 31 others]. 


~ 


\ 
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CUMBERLAND, February 4, 1864—5 p. m. 
Col. N. WILKINSON, 
Clarksburg : 


Your telegram to Colonel Mulligan has been reported to me. You 

will order the company, as you proposed, to Weston. Put your 

Bulltown force on their guard. Order them to keep fully posted in 

regard to the movements of the enemy. Have ordered Colonel Hall 

-to send two companies of the Tenth Virginia on a scout into Web- 
ster County. Advise Bowen of your information. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


EUMBERLAND, February 4, 1864—10 p. m. 
Lieutenant RussELL, 
New Creek: 

Send out orders to Colonel Snider to send scout of two companies 
and open communication with Colonel Mulligan. Order the One 
hundred and thirty-ninth Pennsylvania to move to Burlington ; to 
move early in the morning and keep the road well scouted between 
Burlington and Colonel Mulligan. Is the Twenty-third Illinois at 
Greenland Gap? If so, order Colonel Quirk to scout out on the 
Patterson’s Creek road, and know if any force should be passing 
down the valley.. I will send the Thirty-fourth Masschusetts Regi- 
ment to New Creek to-morrow. 

B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


Fort Monroe, VA., February 4, 1864. 
(Received 4.20 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, General-in-Chief : 

Dispatches from Brigadier-General Palmer, at New Berne, dated 2d 
February, at 5.15 p.m. The post of Newport, between New Berne 
and Beaufort, is expected to fall. Colonel Jourdan still holds More- 
head City, but may have to evacuate and goto Fort Macon. The 
nayal gun-boat Underwriter has been surprised by the enemy and 
blown up near New Berne. The railroad is probably cut off between 
New Berne and Beaufort. Theriverisstill open. Palmer has 3,500 
menunderhiscommand. They have provisions for 6,000 for ninety 
days. I will endeavor to re-enforce New Berne by a company of 
heavy artillery, which is the arm they will need. I telegraphed 

_ Major-General Sedgwick as you desired, but have received no answer. 
I still think the enemy’s force is not more than 8,000. May not the 
movement I suggested when I saw you be the best way to relieve 

New Berne? I await instructions. 

B. F. BUTLER, 


Major-General. 


—_—————— 


Fort Monrog, VA., February 4, 1864—4 p. m. 
(Received 4.30 p. m.) 
G. V. Fox, Assistant Secretary of the Navy: 
Your telegram received. Glad to see you on Saturday. The 
rebels are besieging New Berne; have captured and blown up the 
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i 
gun-boat Underwriter. She was surprised. Flusser, with the rest of | 


the fleet, was going to the relief of New Berne, and was at the mout 
of Neuse River last night. ’ 
B. F. BUTLER, 


Major-General. 


—>>—— 


Fort Monrog, VaA., Mebruary 4, 1864—9.30 p. m. 
(Received 10.45 p. m.) 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, Secretary of the Navy : 
Last evening General Butler informed me that General Palmer 


reported that his outpost at New Berne had been driven in on the | 


evening of the 1st instant, by a force estimated at 15,000 men. _I im- 
mediately telegraphed Commander Dornin to send here with all pos- 
sible dispatch the gun-boats from the Sound, repairing at Baltimore. 
Commander Davenport, under date of the 2d, in Pamlico Sound, 
received this evening, reports that he had just received a dispatch 
from General Palmer, saying that New Berne is now besieged by a 
very large force, and our communications by Neuse River are lable 
to be cut off by batteries erected on that river; that the gun-boat 
Underwriter was that day boarded, captured, and burned by the 
enemy. The Miami, Commander Flusser, and other gun-boats have 
gone from Plymouth to New Berne. Commander Davenport earn- 
estly asks to be largely re-enforced. I wish to have four gun-boats, 
carrying heavy guns, draught not exceeding 8} feet, double-enders, 
capable of fighting, one (two would be better) heavy gun on end is 
preferred. Please let me know what can be done, and when. Iam 
sending extra ammunition for the guns now there. 
S. P. LEE, 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 


° 


NorFouk, Va., February 4, 1864—3.10 p. m. 
(Received 4.05 p. m.) 
Hon. Senator WiLson, Washington : 

New Berne was attacked by the enemy on the morning of the Ist 
instant. Heavy skirmishing and hard fighting was kept up during 
the day. At night five launches came down the Neuse River and 
attacked the gun-boat Underwriter ; killed and captured all on board, 
except 5 men. Set the vessel on fire, and about 6 o’clock on morning 
of 2d her magazine exploded opposite the city with terrible effect. 
Skirmishing and shelling from Fort Totten was continued through 
this day, and about 4 p. m. Newport Barracks was taken, and com- 
munication. with Beaufort cut off. Every man at New Berne was 
in the field. The town was garrisoned by citizens and every negro 
capable of shouldering a musket was put underarms. Thus matters 
stood at 8 p. m. when we left. 

_ GEO. B. SIMPSON, 
Major and Paymaster, U. S. A. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 4, 1864. (Received War Department, 4 p. m.) 
Major-General BUTLER, Commanding, Fort Monroe: 
Your dispatch of last evening is received. The only troops sent 
from Lee’s army on the Rapidan to North Carolina are two brigades 


| 
| 
| 


\ 
| 
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of infantry and one or two regiments of cavalry, numbering in all 


_ between 3,000 and 4,000 men. No portion of Lee’s army is in Rich- 


mond, unless some of the troops mentioned above have been stopped 
there. The information upon this head is exact and positive. Two 
brigades of Pickett’s division have been sent recently from James 


_ River or the vicinity of Richmond to North Carolina. Lee’s army 


is in my front, on the Rapidan, the advance corps of the two armies 
being from three to four hours’ march apart. The condition'of the 
roads and the present state of the weather render an attempt ata 
flank movement impossible. The Rapidan in my front is so strongly 
intrenched that a demonstration upon it would not disturb Lee’s 


army. 
JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort Monrog, February 4, 1864—4.35 p. m. 


_ Major-General SEDGWick, 


Commanding Army of the Potomac : 


Dispatch received. 
B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. SIGNAL DETACHMENT, DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 

; Martinsburg, February 4, 1864. 
SIGNAL OFFICER OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C.: 

Str: I have the honor to make the following report of services 
performed by the detachment Signal Corps, U. 8. Army, under my 
command, for the last month : 

Second Lieutenant Clyde, Signal Corps, U. 8S. Army, was assigned 
to duty with the various picket stations communicating with head- 
quarters, and, when practicable, with station at Mills’ Gap. I have- 
heretofore mentioned that the last station issome 7 miles beyond our 
lines, but as a point of observation is invaluable and has been main- 
tained at the express desire of the general commanding. I have been 
able to» obtain a guard which will be sufficient to protect the signal 
party, if my instructions are obeyed. Although frequently menaced 
by the enemy there have been no casualties, and the vigilance of the 
officers at that station demand special commendation. One of my 
officers (Lieut. A. C. Merritt) having been absent on leave for the 
latter part of the month, I was unable to open a new station. 

Lieutenants Denicke and Merritt, acting signal officers, are both 


‘at Mills’ Gap and report hourly all observations made, the arrival 


of rebel deserters, &c. Iam unable to supply the current wants of 
my party as regards means of transportation, the late raids having 
rendered to a great extent my horses useless, several having been 
abandoned and the remainder not serviceable for hard, active service 
such as we are particularly liable toat any moment. This want of 
horses is not confined to my party ; the cavalry are in nearly the same 
condition, and receive all the horses sent to this point. My requisi- 
tions have not been filled, and there is no prospect of their being so. 


33 R R—VOL XXXIII 
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I would respectfully suggest that if the same meet with the appro- | 
bation of the major commanding, a limited number may be sent to} 
this department as soon as possible, thereby placing me ina position | 
to perform signal duty without any drawback in the approaching 
campaign. ¢ | 
Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 

KE. A. DENICKE, | 

Captain, Commanding Detachment. | 


{Indorsement. | 


HEADQUARTERS FOURTH DIVISION, 
Martinsburg, Va., February 5, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded. ; 
The prompt, energetic action and superintendence of the captain 
deserves special commendation. . 
J. M. SCHOONMAKHER, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., 


February 5, 1864—11.30 a. m, 
Major-General SEDGWICK, 


Army of the Potomac: 


General Butler again asks for a demonstration by your army. 
Give him such co-operation as you can, and communicate directly 


with him. All available forces here have been sent to West Vir- 
ginia. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 5, 1864—1.45 p.m. (Received 2.10 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 

Your dispatch is received. I will co-operate with General Butler 
as far as I can by vigorous demonstrations, and take advantage of 
such chances as may occur. <A flank movement with this army is 
impossible in the present condition of the roads and state of the 
weather. Demonstrations in our front at the present time may, how- — 
ever, spoil the chances for the future. 

JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General. 


Pony Mountain, February 5, 1864—4 p. m. 
Captain Norton: 

A small column of smoke southeast by east from here, distant 5 
miles south from Germanna Ford, has been seen irregularly for two 
hours this p. m. Also, west by north another column, distant 12 
miles, has been existing since noon, more regular. I judge them 
brush-burning. No change at the fords. Batteries still in position. 


PAINE. 


4 


/ 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

February 5, 1864. 
Major-General NEwToN: 

Hold your corps ready to move to-morrow morning with three 
days’ rations, three or four batteries of artillery, and a few ambu- 
lances. Orders will be sent you to-night. Picket-line to be kept as 
usual. Camp guards to be left. Trains to be left. 

; A, A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 5, 1864. 
Major-General Newton: 
The brigade at Mitchell’s Station may be held ready to move, but 
will not be moved unless especially ordered. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


MITCHELL’S, February 5, 1864. 
Captain Bacon, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

A rumor that the enemy were moving part of his forces was cur- 
rent in camp, and was said to have been received by the signal 
officer. J never received it officially, and as I could not trace it to 
any reliable source (the pickets did not report any change) I did not 
mention it. The enemy’s pickets were in front to-day. 

ALFRED GIBBS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


. CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 


February 5, 1864. 

The following movements will be made to-morrow, the 6th instant: 

1. Brigadier-General Gregg will direct Merritt’s division of cav- 
alry to move, with at least one battery of artillery, to Barnett’s Ford 
on the Rapidan, and make demonstrations to cross and attack the 
enemy there and on the upper Rapidan. General Gregg will also 
direct General Kilpatrick to move with his division and at least one 
battery of artillery to the Rapidan, at Culpeper Ford, cross that 
river, and make demonstrations upon theenemy’s right. The artil- 
lery of this division will not cross the Rapidan, but will be left on 
this side with a strong guard. The cavalry picket-lines and patrols 


_ will be left as usual. Strong camp and train guards will be left. 
- The demonstration will be continued through Sunday, the 7th, and 
’ Monday morning. The cavalry will return to its former position by 


Monday evening, unless otherwise ordered, 

2. The First Corps, Major-General Newton commanding, will 
move to the vicinity of Raccoon Ford, with at least three batteries 
of artillery, and make demonstrations to cross the river at that point 
or in that vicinity, through Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, return- 
ing to its present camp Monday evening, unless otherwise ordered. 
The brigade at Mitchell’s Station willremain as now posted. 
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3. The Second Corps, Major-General Warren commanding, will 
move to the vicinity of Morton’s Ford, with at least three batteries | 
of artillery, and make demonstrations to cross the river at that point | 
or in that vicinity, through Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, return- | 
ing to its present camp Monday evening, unless otherwise ordered. _ 

4, The troops will take with them three days’ rations, such ambu- | 
lances as may be absolutely required for the troops, and such light 
wagons as may be necessary for headquarters. 4 


5. The artillery left in camp and the ammunition and ambulance | 


trains, medical and hospital wagons, will be held ready to move at a 
moment’s notice. 

6. The picket-lines will be left as usual, and strong guards will be 
left to take care of the camp and trains. 

”. The Third and Sixth Corps will be ready to move at a moment’s 
notice, provided in the same manner as the First and Second Corps, 
with the same preparations as these corps in respect to artillery, 
ammunition trains, &c. 

8. The commanders of the First and Second Corps and the cavalry 
divisions will keep the commanding general constantly and promptly 
advised of their progress, of the dispositions of the enemy, and of 
everything of importance that takes place. : Se 

9. The movements ordered will be commenced to-morrow at 7 a. 
m., or as soon thereafter as practicable. 

By command of Major-General Sedgwick : 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
February 5, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KILPATRICK, 
Commanding Third Cavalry Division : 

The general commanding directs that you have your command 
ready to move to-morrow at 7 a. m., with not less than three days’ 
rations and forage, if possible. Picket-lines to be left as usual, and 
very strong camp guards and train guards to be left. You will take 
one battery with your command. Full instructions will be sent you 
to-night. Acknowledge receipt of this. 

C. ROSS SMITH, 


Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 


February 5, 1864—12.30 p. m. 
Brigadier-General KILPATRICK, : 


Commanding Third Cavalry Division : 

GENERAL : I inclose youa circular* of the movements of the troops 
to-morrow. The general commanding directs that you carry out 
the orders laid down in the circular for your division, being careful 
to leave a strong guard with the battery this side of the river, and 
make frequent reports of your progress and of the movements and 
dispositions of the enemy. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. ROSS SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


*See p. 515, 
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CUMBERLAND, February 5, 1864—8 a, m. \ 
.’ (Received 10 a, m.) 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff, Washington : 
No news from Colonel Mulligan during the night. The Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad all right again. 
B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 5, 1864—10 a. m. 
Governor BOREMAN, 
Wheeling : 

Just received a dispatch from Colonel Mulligan. After six hours’ 
fighting he has driven Early from Moorefield, and his cavalry was 
pursuing and was sharply engaged with Rosser on the South Fork 
at the date of dispatch. 

B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 5, 1864—10 a. m. 
Lieutenant RUSSELL, 
New Creek: 

Send the One hundred and thirty-ninth [Pennsylvania] out. Keep 
me fully advised. Present to Mrs. Mulligan my profound congratu- 
lations for the success of her gallant husband. 

B. F. KELLEY, 

Brigadier-General. 


on 


MARTINSBURG, W. Va., February 5, 1864. 


Capt. WiLL1Am M. Boon, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
I have sent 50 cavalry to remain at Bunker Hill to-night. 
Twenty-five sent out by Colonel Schoonmaker will join them and 
will go to Winchester to-morrow, if possible. 
R. 8. RODGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


ny HARPER’S FrerrRy, W. V4A., February 5, 1864. 
Col. R. 8. RopGERs: 

Your scout to-morrow need go no farther than Bunker Hill, unless 
they receive notice that Major Bell needs assistance. Cavalry 
from this point is in Winchester to-night, and more will be there to- 
morrow. 

By order of Brigadier-General Sullivan : 

WM. M. BOONE, 
Assistant Adjutant-Gfeneral. 


a 
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MARTINSBURG, W. Va., February 5, 1864. 

Capt. W1LL1AM M. Boone, | 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Major Bell has returned ; went within 10 miles of Woodstock, on | 

the mountain road ; saw enemy’s pickets on his right ; passed through 

Winchester at 2 p. m.; the enemy left just before; says there is | 

nothing between Winchester and Woodstock but Imboden’s force, | 
said to be about 800 cavalry and 1,100 mounted infantry. 
R. 8. RODGERS, 

Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Green Spring, Va., February 5, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


{ 
| 

Captain: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to instruc- | 
tions from General Kelley of this a. m., I have sent out a force of | 
300 men, under command of Maj. J. M. Willett, Eighth New York | 
Volunteer Artillery. They will go to Romney this p. m.; took two | 
days’ rations. The telegraph operator, with an escort, is at work | 
putting up the line to Springfield. I expect communication through | 
to-night. May I ask that you will send me some regimental con- 
solidated morning reports, as I can then send you a correct report of 
mycommand? I have detachments of four regiments. 

Awaiting your instructions, I am, sir, very respectfully, 

W. W. BATES, 

Ineut. Col. Highth New York Vol. Artillery, Comdg. | 


WASHINGTON, February 5, 1864—9.30 a. m. 

Major-General BuTLER, Mort Monroe, Va. : d 
General Sedgwick is very positive that only 3,000 or 4,000 men 
have been detached from Lee’s army. You will adopt such meas- 
ures in regard to North Carolina as you may deem best, calling on 

the admiral for such naval assistance as you may require. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


Fort Monroe, February 5, 1864. 
(Received 12.40 p. m.) 
SECRETARY OF WaR: 
Dispatch received from New Berne, dated February 3. The enemy 
have retired on Kinston. New Berne is relieved. 
BENJ. F. BUTLER. 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, February 5. 1864—12 noon. 
Major-General BUTLER, Fort Monroe, Va.: 


Your letter of the 3d just received. You will use your forces in 
Virginia as you, may deem best for the relief of North Carolina. 
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_ All available troops from this place and Maryland have been sent to 
West Virginia. General Sedgwick has been asked to give you such 
co-operation as he can, and to communicate directly with you by 


telegraph. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS HKIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
Fortress Monroe, February 5, 1864. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War: 


Str: I send inclosed for your perusal the information I have 
acquired of the enemy’s forces and dispositions about Richmond. 
The letter commencing ‘‘ Dear Sir,” on the first page, is a cipher 
letter to me from a lady in Richmond, with whom I am in corre- 
spondence. The bearer of the letter brought me a private token, 
showing that he was to be trusted. There are not now in Lee’s army 
or about Richmond 30,000 men. I can get no co-operation from 
Sedgwick. Forty thousand men on the south side of the James . 
would be sufficient for the object of taking and permanently hold- 
ing Richmond. The roads have been good up to to-day. You will 
see that the prisoners are to be sent away to Georgia. Now, or 
never, is the time to strike. On Sunday I shall make a dash with 
6,000 men, all I have that can possibly be spared. If we win, it will 
Py the cost; if we fail,.it will at least be in an attempt to do our ~ 

uty and rescue our friends. New Berne is relieved, and, I believe, 
permanently. 

IT have marked this ‘‘ Private and immediate,” so that it shall at 
once come into your hands. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, _ is 
BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


* P. S.—Since writing the above Sedgwick telegraphs me as fol- 


lows : 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 5, 1864—2 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, ; 
Commanding : 

A dispatch from the General-in-Chief directs such co-operation with you as I can 
give. I will be ready to do so on Sunday, the 7th instant, by vigorous demonstra- 
tions in my front, unless the weather should render it impossible. 

J. SEDGWICK, 
Major-General. 


T have answered as follows: 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Fortress Monroe, February 5, 1864. 


' Maj. Gen. J. SEDGWICK, 
Commanding, Headquarters Army of the Potomac: 


Can you not make it to-morrow without regard to weather? I hope to strike the 
point Sunday morning at 6 o’clock. 
B. F. BUTLER, 


Major-General, Convmanding. 
So we may get some co-operation. All the better. We will do 
our duty. Be ho 


| 
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JANUARY 30, 1864. 


Dear Gir: It is intended to remove to Georgia very soon all the 
Federal prisoners ; butchers and bakers to go at once. They are 
already notified and selected. Quaker [a Union man whom! know.— | 
B. F. B.] knows this to be true. Are building batteries on the Dan- 
ville road. ; 

This from Quaker: Beware of new and rash council! Beware! 
This I send you by direction of all your friends. No attempt should | 
be made with less than 30,000 cavalry, from 10,000 to 15,000 infantry | 
to support them, amounting in all to 40,000 or 45,000 troops. Do | 
not underrate their strength and desperation. Forces could probably 
be called into action in from five to ten days ; 25,000, mostly artillery. 
Hoke’s and Kemper’s brigades gone to North Carolina; Pickett’s 
in or about Petersburg. Three regiments of cavalry disbanded by 
General Lee for want of horses. Morgan is applying for 1,000 choice 
men for a raid. 


FEBRUARY 4, 1864. 


| 
\ 
GENERAL. Well, my boy, where did you get that letter from ? 

Miss Van Lew gave it tome. I stayed for a week with Miss Van | 
Lew before I came away. Miss Lizzie said she wanted to send you : 
a letter, and I said I would bring it. Miss Lizzie said you wouldtake _ 
care of me. I left there last Saturday night. Miss Lizzie told me | 
what to tell you. 

GENERAL. Well, what did she tell you to say? You need have no 
fear here. 

She told me to tell you of the situation of the army. Mr. Palmer 
got all the information he could for you. Lee has got about 25,000 
men; there are about 15,000 men at Petersburg. The City Battal- 
ion and two companies (Maryland companies) are at Richmond, and 
about 1,800 or 2,000 at Chafiin’s and Drewry’s Bluffs. Mr. Palmer ~ 
said there were two brigades gone to North Carolina about a week 
before I left. He toni out, though, just before I came away, that 
one of them had stopped at Petersburg. The two brigades that went 
were Hoke’s and Kemper’s. He thought that what available force 
could be got into Richmond in four or five days was from 25,000 to 
30,000 men. He said to say to you that Richmond could be taken 
easier now than at any other time since the war began. He thought 
that it would take about 10,000 cavalry and 30,000 infantry. 

9 a ae Miss Van Lew says something in her letter about 
uaker, 

There is aman there goes by the name of Quaker. That is not 
his name, but he says he does not wish any one to know his name; 
he does not wish to be known by any other name. They are sending 
off the Federal prisoners to Georgia. Mr. Palmer said he had under- 
stood that Lee was there in Richmond in secret session there ; but 
he said that was not reliable. Lee has about 25,000 available men. 
Miss Van Lew said not to undervalue Lee’s force. Quaker said his 
plan to take Richmond would be to make a feint on Petersburg ; let 
Meade engage Lee on the Rappahannock ; send 200 or 300 men and 
land them at the White House on the other side of Richmond, so as 
to attract attention ; then have 10,000 cavalry to go up in the even- 
ing, and then rush into Richmond the next morning. 
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GENERAL. How did you get through ? ! 

Mr. Holmes got a man to bring me to guide me. He paid him 
$1,000 in Confederate money, and he brought me to the Chicka- 
hominy and left me there. He fooled me. I came across the river. 
I got a boat. I don’t think there are any men on the Chickahominy, 
or only a few cavalry. There are none nearer than Lee’s army. At 
Chaffin’s farm there is about a regiment. He told me to tell you 
that Drewry’s Bluff is the strongest point; he said you must come 
around Richmond on the other side. Morgan is applying for 1,000 
men. The papers say he is going to make a raid into Kentucky. I 
don’t believe that, though, for if he was the papers would not say so. . 
Miss Van Lew said that all the women ought to be kept from pass- 
ing from Baltimore to Richmond. She said they did a great deal of 
harm. She also said that there was a Mrs. Graves who carried a mail 
through to Portsmouth. She hoped you would catch her. The last 
time she brought a mail into Portsmouth she came in a wagon 
selling corn. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 5, 1864—9 p. m. 
Major-General BUTLER, 
Fort Monroe: 


Your dispatch received. I will make the demonstration to-mér- 


row. 
JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS WISTAR’S DIVISION, 
Fort Magruder, February 5, 1864. 
Col. 8S. P. SpEar, 
Commanding Cavalry Brigade : 

CoLONEL: You will march to-morrow morning at 11 a. m. with 
Captain Hill’s ae oat (fF), First New York Mounted Rifles, in 
advance, passing all other troops and keeping right on. At New 
Kent Court-House it is expected that Captain Hill will ride down 
and capture the pickets, by having picked horses in advance; the 
same with the picket at Baltimore Cross-Roads. At Bottom’s Bridge 
is a rebel picket of 20 men ; the bridge must be carried without fir- 
ing, if possible. There is believed to be a practicable ford on each 
side of it. You will leave 100 men of the First District Cavalry to 
hold the bridge until the arrival of the infantry, some hours later. 
One mile anda half ona hill on your right hand are encamped about 
250 effective men, of the Holcombe Legion (rebel). If they don’t at- 
tack you pay them no attention, but push right on at as rapid a rate 
-as your horses can stand, in order to surprise Battery Number 2, near 
Richmond ; having surprised, captured, or passed that, you will dash 
forward. At Rocketts a detachment of 250 of the Eleventh Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry, under. Major Stratton, previously instructed and 
placed at the head of the column, will break off to the left and destroy 
the navy-yard. Next, the Third New York, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lewis, will break off to the left to attend to the Libby Prison and 
other public buildings. This detachment will then cross Mayo’s 
Bridge, dash up on the other side and seize the bridge to Belle Island, 
liberating the prisoners, who will cross by Petersburg railroad bridge, 


” a = 
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the Third New York returning across Mayo’s Bridge, burning it 
behind them, together with the Danville bridge ; and after the pris- | 
oners have crossed it (the Mayo bridge) at Sixteenth street, Colonel 
Onderdonk, with 250 of his regiment, will turn off to the right and 
destroy the Central Railroad depot and contents at corner Broad and | 
Sixteenth streets, and then the Fredericksburg Railroad depot at 
Broad and Kighth streets, being careful to cut the telegraph the first 
thing. At Twelfth street, or sooner, Major Wheelan, with 300 of | 
First New York Mounted Rifles, will turn to the right and capture 
Jeff. Davis at his residence, corner Twelfth and Marshall streets. 
The Fifth Pennsylvania, Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis, will keep right 
on up Main ‘or Cary streets to Eighth street, where they will co- 
operate in the attack on Belle Island by the Third New York on the 
opposite side of the river, and then destroy the Tredegar Iron- Works 
and numerous public buildings, factories, and store-houses adjacent. 
Yourself, with the remainder of the Eleventh Pennsylvania and the 
First District Cavalry, will proceed direct to the Capitol square and 
remain there as a reserve to support the various detachments. Each 
detachment will be instructed to report to you there when its duties | 
are performed, except Major Wheelan’s detachment, which, with 
their prisoner, if taken, will at once make their way back by direct 
road to Bottom’s Bridge and join the infantry column at that point 
or beyond. All the officers designated to command detachments 
will be thoroughly instructed by you on the road, and their proper 
and convenient places in lineassigned. Other instructions have been 
given you verbally. You will familiarize your principal officers 
with them carefully en route. You will be safe in Richmond for 
about three hours, after which, and possibly two hours, your retreat 
will be menaced by the troops from Chaffin’s farm. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
I. J. WISTAR, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. ARMy AND District or NoRTH CAROLINA, 
; New Berne, February 5, 1864. 
Colonel McCHESNEY, 
Commanding Sub-district of Pamlico : 

COLONEL: Brigadier-General Palmer, commanding, directs me to 
say that he is awaiting with some anxiety reliable intelligence from 
you, rumors having reached him to the effect that you were threat- 
ened by a force of the enemy. Should such be the case prompt meas- 
ures will be adopted for your re-enforcement. The enemy, whose 
force is ascertained to have exceeded 15,000, has retired from our 
front, and the line of the railroad toward Morehead is now being 
reconnoitered to determine if the force that attacked Newport simul- 
taneously with the advance upon New Berne has also been with- 
drawn. At this moment we are without reliable intelligence from 
Newport and Morehead, the communications by railroad and _ tele- 
graph having been cut on the afternoon of the 2d instant. So far as 
ascertained, the success of the enemy has been inconsiderable and 
our own loss small. 

_  Ivremain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. B. FOSTER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS SUB-DISTRICT OF BEAUFORT, N. C., 
; | ’ February 5, 1864—11 a. m. 
Maj. R. S. Davis, 


Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Masgor: I have been attacked in force. Communications with 
New Berne severed. My loss is hight. J am strong in my position 
at Morehead, Beaufort, and Fort Macon The Spaulding has ar- 
rived. Am re-enforced by the Twenty-first Connecticut. I will 
detain the Spaulding for the result of my intended movement. I 
march at once to attack the enemy where J can find him. My com- 
mand consists of the Ninth Vermont, Twenty-first Connecticut, and 
60 cavalry, detachments of Second Massachusetts Heavy Artillery 
armed as infantry. Had a dispatch from General Palmer per 
steamer ; he isall right. I will hold my present position, and think 
I can retake my old line and hold it. Will try and open communi- 
cation with General Palmer by rail. Be assured that all that can be 
done will bedone. Haveno field artillery ; the enemy has six pieces ; 
will put 24-pounder howitzer on railroad car. I send this by the New 
Berne. One hundred and fifty-eighth New York at New Berne. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, .  / 
J. JOURDAN, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 6, 1864. 
Major-General NEwToN, 
Commanding First Army Corps, and 
Major-General WARREN, 
Commanding Second Army Corps: 
The major-general commanding directs that you communicate, 
co-operate, and support each other, if necessary. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 6, 1864—3 p. m. 
Major-General NEwTon: ) 
The major-general commanding directs me to inform you that 
General Birney has been ordered to move to Summerduck River 


with two divisions to support you. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


GARNETT’S Mountain, february 6, 1864—3 p. m. 


Major-General NeEwrTon, and 
CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, 
Army of the Potomac: 
Our cavalry have crossed the Robertson River and are now pass- 
ing the Locust Dale road. The enemy’s pickets are falling back. 
WIGGINS, 
Signal Officer. 


' { 
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GARNET?T’S Mountain, February 6, 1864—4.30 p. m. 


Major-General NEwrTon, and 
CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, 
Army of the Potomac: 
Can see no more of the cavalry; it is too misty. 
WIGGINS, 
Signal Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 6, 1864—2 p. m. 
COMMANDING OFFICER SECOND CORPS: 
The major-general commanding desires you to proceed to Morton’s 
Ford, and if the brigades that have crossed the river are not able to 
maintain themselves on the other side he directs that they be with- 


drawn to this side. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


¥ 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS, 
February 6, 1864—1.30 p. m. 
General HUMPHREYS: 

I felt quite unwell this morning and did not go out with the com- 
mand to make the demonstration, but Tam ready to go now. What 
more shall we do than General Caldwell has done ? 

G. K. WARREN, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 6, 1864—2.30 p. m. 
COMMANDING OFFICER SECOND CORPS: 

The movement was intended as a demonstration only, but if, in 
our judgment, you can attack the enemy successfully, without great 
oss, do so. Secure your withdrawal to this side. General Prince is 

ordered to move up and support you. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, 
February 6, 1864—11.45 p. m. 
Major-General HuMPHREYs, . 
Chief of Staff: 

I have just come from the south side of the Rapidan, and have 
withdrawn all my force except about 150 men. I have seen General 
Sedgwick’s note to you. General Hays was of the same opinion as 
General 8. We have had about 200 men wounded, many of them 
seriously; but few were killed, but more will die from their wounds. 
The enemy show very large fires on both our right and left, but none 
on the center. Wounded have all been brought off and dead buried. 

Respectfully, 
G. K. WARREN, 
Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 6, 1864—2.30 p. m. 
Major-General BIRNEY, ; 
Commanding Third Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that you move with two 
divisions of your corps on the road to Raccoon Ford about as far as 
Summerduck River or the church, and inform General Newton, com- 
manding First Corps, that you are ready to support him. Direct 
General Prince to move toward Morton’s Ford, through Stevensburg, 
and report to commander of the Second Corps. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS: 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


CULPEPER, February 6, 1864. 


Col. C. Ross SmirH, 
Chief of Staff: 
[have the honor to report that 2,594 men are with General Mer- 
ritt. Captain Norris, Second U. 8. Cavalry, commanding camp of 
Reserve Brigade, reports this evening, at 4.30 p. m., that the enemy 
approached at Somerville Ford with about 100 men. He has sent 
to investigate. 
T. CBACON, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


FEBRUARY 6, 1864—11.35 p. m. 
COMMANDING OFFICER CAVALRY CORPS: 


The commanding general directs that you instruct General Merritt 
to return with his command in the course of to-morrow to the posi- 
tion occupied by his troops before the movement of to-day. Please 
acknowledge. : 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
\ February 6, 1864—8.20 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. D. McM. Greaaa, 
: Commanding Cavalry Corps: 


_ The commanding general directs that you instruct General Kil- 
patrick not to take his artillery or trains across the river, and to- 
‘morrow to recross the river with his troops and take up again the 
position occupied by him before the movement. 

Please acknowledge. 


S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


a | 
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February 6, 1864—12 m. 


Brigadier-General GREGG, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 


GENERAL: My people are crossing without opposition at Culpeper | 
Ford. We found a small picket here of 6 men. I have been unable 
as yet to ascertain the strength of the enemy on my front. I will 
keep you advised from time to time. 

Very respectfully, | 
| 
i 


| 
HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 


J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General, Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
February 6, 1864—3 p. m. 


Lieut. Col. C. Ross Sm1rH, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 


CoLoNEL: I have crossed the river with the larger portion of my 
cavalry. I found but a few rebels, who immediately retired, and 
continue to retire as my men advance. I find the ford very bad; im- 

\ possible for artillery or wagons to cross. I have sent parties down 
the river to Ely’s Ford and up the river in the direction of Germanna 
Ford. I have also advanced some of my people across the plank 
road on the old pike, but can find nothing of the enemy. Some of 
Hampton’s cavalry have been doing the picketing at these fords. I 
shall move my cavalry, save my artillery support, up the river in 
the direction of Germanna Ford and Robertson’s Tavern, and try 
and find the enemy’s right. Their lines are reported to run from 
Verdierville to Orange Court-House, bending toward Mine Run. 
As I can find but small parties of the enemy here I would ask for 
further instructions, and would suggest that [ be permitted to move 
my artillery and wagons with the artillery supports up to the Ger- 
manna Ford, on the north side, my cavalry moving up on this (the 

_ south) side. Prisoners report that Hampton’s entire cavalry division 
is encamped at or near Hamilton’s Crossing near Fredericksburg. 
Messenger will reach me best by crossing at Germanna Ford. 

Very respectfully, 


| 
| 
| 
: 
) 


J. KILPATRICK; 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
February 6, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KILPATRICK, 
Commanding Third Cavalry Division: 

The general commanding directs that you recross the river to-mor- e 
row with your command and take up again the position occupied by 
your troops before the movement. 

C. ROSS SMITH, 
Chief of Staff. 
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CUMBERLAND, MpD., February 6, 1864—11.30 a. m. 
, (Received 2 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff: . 
_ General Sullivan reports Imboden’s force at Strasburg. I move 
back a portion of my force to strengthen Martinsburg and other 
points on the eastern partof my line. Nothing from Kanawha since 


my last telegram. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND February 6, 1864—10 a. m. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper's Ferry: 

I have sent messenger to Colonel Fitz Simmons ‘and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Thompson, but their horses are badly broken down, I learn, 
and they may not be in condition to carry out your wishes. If my 
messenger reaches them he will bring back an answer. The Thirty- 
fourth Massachusetts Infantry will leave for the Ferry as soon as I 
can get cars. The Fourteenth New Hampshire will follow as soon 


as cars can be had. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


HARPER’S FERRY, VA., February 6, 1864. 
Col. R. S. RopGERs: | 


Can Major Bell form any idea of the direction Imboden took when 


he left Winchester ? 
J. C. SULLIVAN; 
Brigadier- General, 


MARTINSBURG, VA., February 6, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. C. SULLIVAN: 


Major Bell thinks that Imboden came into Winchester as soon as 
he left, as his rear guard were driven out of Winchester by the 


enemy. 
R. 8S. RODGERS, 
Colonel, Commanding, 


CHARLESTON, W. VA., February 6, 1864. 
‘Brigadier-General KELLEY : \ 
_ DEaR GENERAL: Please excuse my liberty in addressihg you 
direct, but this letter has not for its objects complaints or dissatis- 
- faction on my part; rather duty. 

Since the capture of Brigadier-General Scammon it becomes my 
duty to inform you of the state of affairs in this valley. In assum- 
ing command I was obliged to correct many irregularities that I will 
not mention. It will, I trust, be satisfactory to you to know that I 
work day and night to straighten out this somewhat tangled web of 
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affairs, but I cannot with my utmost assiduity accomplish what I 
would and what is necessary without some additional assistance. 
Colonel Jones, who will bear to you this letter, will, I hope, make a — 
full statement to you. 

Should the interests of the service demand that I be placed in com- 
mand of this division, I would respectfully request that some com- 
petent officer be ordered here at once to verify and examine the 
accounts of the quartermaster’s, commissary, and ordnance depart- 
ments. However, general, I would candidly state that I do not 
wish this command. You will readily believe me when I state that 
I am more fitted for executive than administrative duties. To re- 
turn to my cavalry would afford me the greatest happiness. Send 
here any one you choose, junior or senior to me. I shall always be 
ready to act in a soldierly and faithful manner. Whatever your 
orders I shall obey them strictly and cheerfully, but please let me 
remind you, general, that my greatest ambition is to be your chief 
of cavalry, and let me assure you that I shall labor that you may 
never have cause to regret it. 

Hoping that this communication will not fail to meet with your 
consideration, 

I remain, general, with sincere respect, your obedient servant, 
A. N. DUFFITE, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Third Division. 


HARPER’S Ferry, Va., February 6, 1864. 


Colonel Rop@ERs, 
| Martinsburg, Va. : 


Direct Colonel Schoonmaker to go to Winchester with all his avail- 
able cavalry at once. My cavalry are returning from Moorefield by 


way of Romney. SR 


Hpgrs. Fourtu Div., Dept. or WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, February 6, 1864. 


Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper’s Ferry : 

Dispatch from your headquarters received through Colonel 
Rodgers. The command sent out by General Kelley has not yet 
returned. I have, in consequence, hardly a sufficiency of horses to 
perform the picket duty at this post. If you desire, these can be re- 
lieved and sent. My instructions from department headquarters are 
to obey all orders from you until otherwise ordered; therefore please let 
all your communications be sent me direct as the commanding officer 
of an organized division in the department. I cannot consistently 
receive orders from an officer of same rank commanding a brigade 
in same department. I referred the matter of rank to the colonel, 
who desires me to learn from you the date of his muster. Answer. 

; J. M. SCHOONMAKER, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 
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Hpgrs. Fourtu Div., Dept. or West VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, February 6, 1864. 
_ Brigadier-General KELLEY, 
Cumberland : 


Dispatch received. Signal officers report everything quiet on all 
the outposts. Sent Major Foley with 75 men to Winchester last 
evening ; he stayed at Bunker Hill last night. Iam using all vigi- 
lance in every direction. 

Please inform me of all matters of importance. 

J. M. SCHOONMAKER, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


\ 


Hogrs. FourtH Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, February 6, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Harper's Ferry: 

Dispatch received. I have ordered all the effective force of the 
Third Brigade at once to Winchester to await the arrival of the 
forces of my command which left Moorefield this morning. The 
scout sent yesterday evening has just returned ; reports nothing at 
Winchester. The forces that were there yesterday consisted of 160 
of Imboden’s command, who had come from Mount Jackson with the 
expectation of finding some Union officers at_ Miss Ginn’s wedding. 

J. M. SCHOONMAKER, 


Colonel, Commanding Diviston. 


Hpagrs. FourtH Div., DEPT. of WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, February 6, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY, 
Cumberland : 

Major Foley has just returned from Winchester. The forces that 
were in Winchester yesterday consisted of 160 men of Imboden’s com- 
mand, who had come all the way from Mount Jackson for the pur- 
pose of capturing some officers that they expected were to be at the 
wedding of Miss Ginn. He reports that the entire country in that 
direction is open. It is rumored, the major says, amongst the 
enemy that there is a large force collecting at Martinsburg to move 


down the valley soon. 
J. M. SCHOONMAKER, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


CUMBERLAND, February 6, 1864—11 a. m. 
Colonel MULLIGAN, 
New Creek: 
Order the Twenty-third Illinois, at Greenland Gap, to scout with a 
good strong scout to Petersburg and Moorefield. If you do not do 
this, McNeill will be right back there. Send the One hundred and 
thirty-ninth Pennsylvania out also in that direction. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


34 R R—VOL XXXIII 
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CUMBERLAND, February 6, 1864—1.30 p. m. | 
Colonel MuLLIGAN, New Creek: 


Do you propose to leave Colonel Thoburn to occupy Burlington ? 
If so, direct him to keep out small infantry scouts, in the command 
of intelligent officers or non-commissioned officers, constantly in the 
mountains between him and the South Branch, and if possible to 
capture that infernal scoundrel Mike Kane and his gang. We must 
be more vigilant hereafter. 

B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, ebruary 6, 1864—3 p. m. 
Colonel MULLIGAN, New Creek: 
Your telegram received. Your arrangements are satisfactory; my 
order of this morning is accordingly revoked. Please give me your 
views fully by letter in regard to the policy of occupying Greenland 


Gap permanently. Renee 
‘Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 6, 1864—10 a. m. 
Colonel Fitz Simmons and 
Lieutenant-Colonel THompPpson, 
Romney: 


General Sullivan reports Imboden at Strasburg and desires your 
force to proceed in that direction and get in his rear and cut him 


off, if possible. Answer. 
B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAG, 
February 6, 1864—1 p.m. (Received 2 p. m.) 
Major-General BuTLer, Fort Monroe: 
The movement commenced early this morning. The artillery 
opened at 11 a.m. The firing still continues. How are matters 


progressing with you ? 
JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort Monrog, Va., February 6, 1864. 
Received 5.30 p. m. 
Major-General SEDGWICcK, ( ets) 
Commanding Army of the Potomac: 


A movement commenced this morning at 9 o’clock. Shall strike 
Sunday morning at 5 o’clock. Keep up demonstration until after 
that time. Lee has but 25,000 troops. Perhaps it will do to press 
him on Sunday afternoon in earnest. 

B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 


/ 
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U.S. ENGINEER OFFICE, 
New Berne, February 6, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. Butier, 
Comdg. Dept. of Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, Va.: 


Sir: I have the honor to report that I arrived here yesterday, 
finding all quiet, the enemy having retired from in front of New 
Berne. From information received, it is believed that the enemy 
designed making a combined and vigorous assault, but one of the 
generals (Barton) failed to come up in time. The fort at Newport 
Barracks was taken by the enemy; one gun was saved. It is pro- 
posed to investigate the affair. I will go there as soon as the rail- 
road is repaired. The railroad is not badly damaged. The bridge 
over Newport River was partially damaged, but the bridge at Have- 
lock was destroyed ; a culvert was also blown up, but repairs will be 
made by to-morrow evening (Sunday). I shall be ready to return 
by Wednesday. General Palmer will send a report by the Spauld- 
ing. Before leaving I will have everything concerning the late 
attack, so that I may give you a detailed report. 

With much respect, I have the honor to be, general, your obedient 


servant, 
FRANCIS U. FARQUHAR, 
Chief Engineer, Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina. 


Hpgrs. ForRcES AND DEFENSES OF NEW BERNE, 
New Berne, N. C., February 6, 1864. 
Colonel SAVAGE, 
Twelfth New York Cavalry: 

CoLONEL : I am instructed by the general commanding to say to 
you that it will be necessary for you to keep a careful, constant 
lookout for that part of our front not immediately under the eye of 
Colonel Claassen’s regiment, for as yet we have no sort of commu- 
nication with him except by mounted messengers. 

To-morrow telegraphic communication will probably be secured, 
and perhaps the trains may then commence running. Until that 
time the general depends entirely upon your cavalry to keep him 
informed of the condition of affairs in front. The general, there- 
fore, directs you to retain your camp, as previously directed, at Camp 
Palmer, establishing one squadron at Camp Judson for picket duty ; 
to make scouts on the Trent, Neuse, and Washington roads, and to 
Beech Grove; and in fact to take care of all approaches to our posi- 
tion here. The general wishes to caution you particularly of the 
danger of leaving the Washington road unguarded. 

You will send word to Colonel Claassen that the general wishes 
him (if he has not already done it) to send a company to occupy 
- Beech Grove. You will leave there six or eight troopers for duty as 
_ vedettes and messengers for that post. Say also to Colonel Claassen 
re-enforcements, probably of one regiment, will probably be sent him 
soon. The general desires you to communicate the substance of 
these directions to Colonel Claassen. He, of course, leaves the execu- 
tion of the details to your and Colonel C.’s best judgment. Keep 
the headquarters advised of the condition of your men and horses. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. JUDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 7, 1864—noon. (Received 12.45 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Haueck, General-in-Chief : 

Vigorous demonstrations were made yesterday. We lost 200 in 
killed and wounded at Morton’s Ford last evening. We punished 
the enemy sharply and took about 60 prisoners. The operation is 
still going on. Information from Harrisonburg Wednesday last 
makes Early and Imboden moving on Winchester. Our scouts from 
the valley will be in to-night or to-morrow morning. One result of 
the co-operation with General Butler has been to prove that it has 
spoilt the best chance we had for a successful attack on the Rapidan. 

. JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 7, 1864—noon. (Received 12.40 p. m.) 
Major-General BUTLER, Port Monroe, Va. : 
The operation is still going on. We have made an attack on our 
extreme right. We lost 200 in killed and wounded last evening at 


Morton’s Ford. 
; JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monrog, February 7, 1864—(Received 5.30 p. m.) 
Major-General SEDGWICK, 
Commanding Army of the Potomac: 
Despatch received. All has gone well with us up to the time when 
movement went beyond line of telegraph. I have not heard since. 
BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 7, 1864—6 a. m. 
Major-General Newton, Commanding First Corps: 

A large force of the enemy has collected in Warren’s front. 
Possibly they might attempt to attack him. Communicate with him 
and be prepared to move to him in the event of its being needed. 
General Birney should close up on you as soon as itis light, and, if 


required, move with you. 
A. A. HOMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Morton’s Ford, February 7, 1864—3 p. m. 
Major-General NEWTON and 
Major-General BIRNEY : é; 

The major-general commanding directs that you withdraw to your 
camps, the movements being simultaneous with those of General 
Warren, who will commence at dusk. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 


Major-General, Chief of Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
‘ February 7, 1864. 
Major-General NEwrTon : 


_ The major-general commanding directs that the pontoon train at 
Culpeper be sent back to Rappahanock Station, to move after sunset 


this evening. 
Ss. F. BARSTOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GARNETT’S Mountain, February 7, 1864—11.15 a. m. 


Major-General Newton, and 
CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, 
Army of the Potomac: 


Our troops are having a lively artillery duel with the enemy about 
southwest from this point. 
WIGGINS, 


Signal Officer. 


Raccoon Forp, February 7, 1864—11.40 a. m. 


WIGGINS and CAmpP, 
Signal Officers : 

What is that firing at the southwest ? Keep us informed whether 
the enemy are advancing from that quarter. Let the commanding 
officer at Culpeper also know. 

J. NEWTON, 


Major-General, 


GARNETT’Ss Mountain, February 7, 1864—12.30 p. m. 
Major-General NEWTON : 
The firing is between our artillery, with thecavalry, and theenemy s, 
Neither side seems to be gaining any. 
WIGGINS, 


Signal Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 7, 1864—1.20 p. m. 
Lieutenant WIGGINS : 
Report to me all firing, from whence it proceeds, and the cause. 
NORTON, 
Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac. 


GARNETT’s Mountain, February 7, 1864—1.20 p. m. 
Captain Norton: 
There is now no firing. So misty cannot see the position of our 


cavalry now. 
WIGGINS. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 7, 1864—1.45 p. m. 
Captain PAINE: | 
Look for a signal flag on or near Stony Mountain, opposite Rac- 
coon Ford, from 2 p. m. till dark. Castle will be there, and you are 
directed to open with him, if possible. Do not leave the mountain 


to-night at all. 
NORTON. 


Pony Mountain, February 7, 1864—2 p. m. 
Captain Norton : 


I know of no such mountain as Stony Mountain, near Raccoon 
Ford. Do you mean Piney Mountain ? 
PAINE. 


GARNETT’S Mountain, February 7, 1864—2 p. m. 
COMMANDING OFFICER : 
About a brigade of rebel infantry have bivouacked near Robert- 
son’s Ford. No change seen in enemy’s camp. 
WIGGINS, 
Signal Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTomac, 
Hebruary 7, 1864—2.20 p. m. 
Captain PaIne: 

Stony Mountain is opposite Morton’s Ford. You will find it marked 
on the Culpeper sheet of your large map. Look carefully and con- 
tinually for flags in direction of Morton’s and Raccoon Fords. Is 
there any one on Second Corps station ? 

NORTON. 


Pony Mountain, February 7, 1864—3.30 p. m. 
Captain Norton: 
A pontoon train reached Culpeper about half an hour ago from 
toward Mitchell’s Station. Cannot see in the direction you mention, 
on account of smoke, 


PAINE. 


GARNETT’S Mountain, February 7, 1864—3.45 p. m. 
Major-General NEwrTon, and 
CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, 

Army of the Potomac: 
The enemy have a battery in the old works near the railroad bridge 
again. Our cavalry are coming in. They are at Locust Dale. 
WIGGINS, 
Signal Officer. 


Ou 
[s) 
St 
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Hpers. ARMY OF THE PoToMAC, SIGNAL DEPT., 

: February 7%, 1864. 

Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff : 
The following report has just been received, and is respectfully 
forwarded for the information of the general commanding : 
Pony MOUNTAIN SIGNAL STATION, 
February 7, 1864—8.30 p.m. 

Captain NORTON: 


I observe the enemy in heavy force at Raccoon and Morton’s Fords, and occupy 
their line of intrenchments between those places and for 3 miles east of the latter 
ford. Beyond that point can discover only pickets. Two batteries are in position 
near Mountain Run. Their camps in rear of the above-named fords appear not to 
have been disturbed. I judge full two brigades to be in support of the batteries 
at Somerville Ford. The condition of the atmosphere prevents more extended or 
clearer observation. 

PAINE, 


Captain and Signal Officer. 


LB. NORTON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac. 


Very respectfully, 


Pony Mountain, February 7, 1864—7.15 p. m. 
Captain Norton: 
Are there any signs of a movement to the rear ? 


PAINE. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 7, 1864—8.15 p. m. 
Captain PAINE: 
No signs of any move either way. Ours was only a reconnais- 
sance. Let me know when you open with Castle. 
; NORTON. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, 
February 7, 1864—7.30 a. m. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff: 

The enemy discovered our withdrawal about 3 or 4a.m., and made 
such efforts to get between my little party over there and the river 
that they were withdrawn. Now he has advanced a strong line of 
skirmishers to about 100 yards of the stream, and again covers our 
approach to the ford. J may try to harass them a little with 
_artillery. 


Respectfully, Gk. WARREN 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 7, 1864—6 a. m. 
General BIRNEY : 
It would be better, as soon as it is daylight, to close up on Newton. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, : 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 7, 1864. 


| COMMANDING OFFICER CAVALRY CORPS: 
The major-general commanding deems it desirable that the pickets 


of General Merritt and General Kilpatrick should be instructed to | 


be particularly vigilant for several nights, 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


CavALRy Corps, Mebruary 7, 1864. 
T. C. Bacon, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division : 

Send a party at once to General Merritt, and order him to return. 
Have you heard anything of the officer who took the first order to 
return ? Let me know as soon as you hear from General Merritt. 

C. ROSS SMITH, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps. 


CULPEPER, February 7, 1864—6 p. m. 
Col. C. R. Smirg, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 

I have not heard from the general since the dispatch of this a. m. 
Will telegraph as soon as I hear from him. A second party left here 
about 12 m. to-day, with orders to General Merritt to return. Neither 
of the parties who took the orders have been heard from yet, but 
the last party that went knew the exact route to take, having brought 
the dispatch of this morning from General Merritt, and the orders 
have probably reached him ere this. 

T. C. BACON, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


FAIRFAX CouRT-HoUSE, 
February 7, 1864—10.20 p. m. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. Taytor, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 
I have the honor to report all quiet. The deserter [Ormsby] from 
_ the Second Massachusetts Cavalry, captured in arms against the 
United States, was convicted by drum-head court-martial and shot 


at 12 this noon, 
; R. OLADY LER 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. Seconp Division, Dept. or WEST VIRGINIA, 
New Creek, W. Va., February %, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cumberland, Mad. : 
Captain: I have the honor to acknowledge the telegram of yes- 
terday of the general commanding in regard to the “policy of 


5 
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occupying Greenland Gap permanently.” Jam of the opinion that 


Burlington and Greenland Gap are the proper exterior points for 


observation and the defense of this post and an extended tract of 
railroad. I would build block-houses at both mouths of the gap and 
erect favorable earth-works for asection of artillery. Here 1 would 
station a strong regiment with two companies of cavalry to keep the 


_ country scoured on both sides of the New Creek range into Peters- 


burg and by the Moorefield and Alleghany Junction to Inskip’s 
Ford on the South Branch, overlooking Moorefield. At Burlington 
I would erect strong works, equal to the occupation of three regiments 
of infantry and two sections of artillery. Here, too, should be sta- 
tioned two mounted regiments, less the two companies occupying the 


gap. These forces would hold both junctions (Mill Creek and Patter- 
-son’s) and scout to Romney and Moorefield unceasingly. Fora month 


or more | would bivouac the mounted regiments in the neighborhood 
of Reynolds’ Gap (between 2 and 3 miles from north end of Old 
Fields), and let them consume the abundant hay and corn of that 
region. This would properly do away with one of the main facilities 
and supports of raids. A word further: Two mounted regiments 
are indispensable. With them, the last raid would have been success- 
fully settled at Burlington the first day the enemy entered, instead of 
the wearying pursuit to Moorefield, with but partial success, by rea- 
son of exhausted cavalry hurried from the Ferry and Martinsburg. 
The Ringgold Battalion is without any organizing talent at its head, 
and I respectfully suggest, if the general commanding deems my 
views regarding the two mounted regiments worthy of approval, that 
they should be assigned to one of the large cavalry commands for 
organization and discipline. 
With respect, faithfully, ° 
JAS. A. MULLIGAN, 
Colonel. 


Hp@rs. SUB-DISTRICT OF THE ALBEMARLE, 
Plymouth, N. C., February 7, 1864. 


Maj. B. B. FostEr, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, District of North Carolina : 


Masor: On the 4th instant I addressed a communication to the 
commanding general, stating that a formidable expedition was pre- 
paring at. or near Halifax, provided with boats, theobject being to-re- 
cover possession of this river. I have no reason thus far to doubt the 
truth of this statement; in the wotds of my informant, ‘‘ there was 
a very large army.” Refugees from Joyner’s Station, near Rocky 
Mount, state that for ten days preceding Tuesday last trains of cars 
filled with troops were passing that place, both day and night, going 
toward Goldsborough, which accounts for the demonstrations on 
New Berne; they also carried pontoon boats and launches. Refugees 
from Wilmington state that Martin’s and Clingman’s brigades had 
left that place and that the town’ was guarded principally by the 
home guards. Launches have also been constructed there and trans- 
ported toward Kinston. The troops passing Rocky Mount were 
North Carolina regiments, but it was said that a strong force of 
Georgian cavalry marched from that place to Wilson, where they 
divided. 


a 
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I believe it is perfectly reliable to state that a naval brigade has | 
been organized in Richmond for the purpose of operating in these | 
sounds and tributary rivers, and that they may be heard from at | 
almost any moment. Refugees state that among the inhabitants | 
various motives are attributed for the recent and sudden concentra- | 
tion of troops in this State. Jefferson Davis had promised large | 
rewards if they would recapture New Berne and Washington. Some | 
believe it was to collect conscripts and supplies, whilst others consider | 
it a movement to repress the spirit of agitation among the people. | 
Thus far no change has been made on the line of the Sweet Water ; 
but as it is better to prevent than to invitean attack in a small force 
I request re-enforcements, 3,000 effective men, until the emergency 
has passed or till the designs of the enemy are fully developed. 

In my opinion, it is desirable to have the Chowan River carefully 
watched. I am positively assured that torpedoes have been placed 
in that river at Petty’s Shore, 6 or 7 miles below Winton, but the 
Bombshell has passed there at least twice without damage. I have 
ue ee to request that forage be sent here at once; also flour or 

read. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. WESSELLS, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


New Berne, N. C., February 7, 1864. 
Col. J. W. SaAvaGE, 
> Twelfth New York Cavalry : 


CoLoNEL: The general commanding directs me to say that it will 
be necessary for you to save the strength of your men and horses as 
much as possible, and perhaps to guard the roads by patrols and 
scouts rather than by pickets. 

The general fully appreciates the labors of the Twelfth Cavalry, 
as well as that of the One hundred and thirty-second New York, and 
he trusts that in a few days he may be able to give both commands 
an opportunity for rest; but during the present condition of affairs 
all must husband their strength. The general directs meto give the 
result of a scout made by a portion of Colonel Amory’s command 
yesterday in the direction of Pollocksville. The following is an 
extract from Colonel Amory’s report : 

Three companies of infantry and a small detachment of cavalry under Lieuten- 
ant Lansing, Twelfth New York Cavalry,composed the force sent. The infantry 
marched to within 8 miles of Pollocksville, when the cavalry in advance came upon 
the enemy’s pickets at Mill Creek, half a mile this side of Pollocksville. Lieutenant 
Lansing reports a breastwork or line of rifle-pits about 20 rods in lengthon the op- 
posite side of the creek, from which I judge the enemy have an outpost at Pol- 
locksville, and probably occupy Trenton in like manner. / 


Very respectfully, yours, 


» JD AS SUDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


New Berne, N. C., February 7, 1864. 
Col. P. J. CLAASSEN, 


Commanding Outposts : : 
CoLonEL: The general commanding directs me to say that he 
wishes to be informed precisely what line you are occupying. He 
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-also wishes you to express your views as to the desirability of retain- 
ing the old line of outposts. He is of the opinion that perhaps some 
better line could be taken nearer New Berne and support. You will 
therefore give this subject a careful consideration, and if you come 
to any conclusion regarding a change, suggest it. You will be care- 
ful to state particularly what number of troops of all arms you con- 
sider necessary to reoccupy the old lines or to hold any new line. 

In a few days the general will be able to re-enforce you to some 
extent. The general wishes particularly to caution you to husband 
the strength of your cavalry, for they have a deal of work to do for 
their numbers. A mail goes north to-night at 4 o’clock. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. JUDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-Generar. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 8, 1864—2.45 p.m. (Received 3.10 p. m.) 


Major-General HALLECK: 


Scouts from the Shenandoah report Early encamped near Mount 
Jackson on Friday, at noon. His force consists of the two brigades 
of infantry heretofore reported and Rosser’s and Imboden’s cavalry. 

JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
(Copy to General Kelley.) 


GARNETT’S MountalIn, February 8, 1864—12 m. 
Major-General NEwTon, and 
CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, 
Army of the Potomac: 
All quiet. Knemy’s pickets in old position. Artillery gone from 
railroad bridge. No other change. 
WIGGINS, 


Signal Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 8, 1864—12.20 p. m. 
Captain PAINE: ; 


Has any movement of the enemy been observed to-day ? 
NORTON. 


Stony Mountain, February 8, 1864—1 p m. 
Captain NorTOoN, 
Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac: 


The enemy are digging rifle-pits along the river near Morton’s 


Ford. 
CASTLE, 
Signal Officer. 


\ 
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Pony Mountain, February 8, 1864—1.15 p. m. | 


Captain NORTON : | 


Enemy occupy old camps, except one near Orange Court-Housg 
which is not visible. Show themselves more than usual in sma, 
parties, apparently waiting for something to turn up. Raccoon an 
Morton’s Fords well guarded. Battery posted at Mountain Run yer 
terday not seen this a, m. No other change. 


HALSTED, 
Signal Officer. | 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 8, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER FIRST CORPS: 
Have your troops returned to camp ? 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 8, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER SECOND CORPS: 
At what time did your troops get back to camp? Did anything 
occur worth noting ? 
A. A. HUMPHREYS; 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., February 8, t864—11 p. m. 
(Received 12 midnight.) 
Brigadier-General CuLLuM, 
Chief of Staff: 

The forces reported by General Sedgwick as being at Mount Jack 
son on Friday must have been Imboden’s, as EKarly’s and Rosser’ 
were driven from Moorefield late in the evening of Thursday. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


HARPER’S Ferry, VA., February 8, 1864. 
Col. R. S. Ropasrs, 
Commanding at Martinsburg, Va. : 

You will order Major Morris, One hundred and sixteeenth Ohi 
Infantry, to go to Kearneysville to-morrow morning and take com 
mand of that post and Duffield’s. Furnish him with copies of al 
instructions you have in regard to passes. Instructions will be sen 
him by mail to-morrow. . 

By order of Brigadier-General Sullivan : 


; F. A. NIMS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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‘aap. XLV.] 
.Fort Monron, February 8, 1864. 
(Received 8.25 p. m.) 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 

Dispatch-boat just in from New Berne. General Palmer reports 
sverything is going on well in this district. The losses by the United 
States in the way of public property are too trifling to mention. We 
nave lost some few good officers and men killed, wounded, and 


prisoners. 
BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, February 8, 1864—10.45 p. m. 
Major-General BUTLER : 

The order relieving Captain Farquhar is revoked, as you desire. 
You will return it tothe Adjutant-General. Your telegrams an- 
1ouncing the result of your expedition have been received. Its fail- 
ire, through the treacherous disclosure of a deserter, could not be 
ffectually guarded against, and, while regretting the want: of suc- 
ess, I am glad the enterprise has not suffered disaster. Perhaps 
here will be better luck next time. : 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 


Secretary of War. 


New Berne, N. C., February 8, 1864. 
Japt. J. W. Denny, Chief Provost-Marshal: 

CaprTain: I am instructed by the general commanding to say 
hat the newspaper called the New Berne Times is suppressed, for 
mublishing what is considered by the commanding general matter 
‘alculated to give false and injurious impressions of the more recent 
nilitary operations here. You will notify the proprietor of this 
der of the commanding general, and see yourself personally that 
jhe issue of the paper is immediately stopped. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. JUDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., February 9, 1864—1.49 p. m. 
Major-General Mrape, Philadelphia: 
I am rejoiced that your health is improving, and hope you will not 
‘un any risk by premature exposure. This Department is not in- 
ormed of anything requiring your immediate return. The news- 


papers will tell you all that is going on and a good deal more. 
0 EDWIN M. STANTON. 


Pony MovuntalIn, February 9, 1864—12 m. 
Japtain NoRToN: 

I have been prevented until now from making morning report, 
is usual. Enemy have withdrawn from their intrenchments, and 
ccupy their old camps; no new ones are observed. Atmosphere is 
learing, and will report concisely this p. m. 

PAINE, 
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Hpers. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, SIGNAL DEPT., 
February 9, 1864. | 
| 


Major-General HumpHreys, Chief of Staff: ; 
GreneraL: The following report has just been received, and if 
respectfully forwarded : 
Pony MOUNTAIN SIGNAL STATION, 
February 9, 1864—5 p. m. 
Captain NORTON: 
The enemy occupy their old camps along the river, but I see no new ones what- 
ever. The pickets have been strengthened at the fords. In the vicinity of Walk- 
er’s Springs a smoke has been visible to-day, and also at a point 10 miles south o : 
there, on the Madison and Gordonsville pike. I judge the former camp smoke, and! 
the latter burning brush. At north base of Fox Mountain a smoke has been seen 
this p. m., also like brush-burning. 
PAINE, 


Signal Officer. 


LB.ALNORTON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac. 


Very respectfully, &c., 


FatirRFAX CouRtT-Houss, February 9, 1864. 


(Received 3.15 p. m.) 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLor, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I have heard of a force below the railroad on the Accotink, and 
have just sent out a squadron of cavalry and two companies of 
infantry to look for them, with a guide who has seen the rebels. 

BR. Ow LY Dike 
Brigadier-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS NintH ARMY CorpP , 
SPECIAL SERVICE, 
No. 2. New York, February 9, 1864. 

I. Brig. Gen. R. B. Potter, U.S. Volunteers, is hereby detailed as 
chief of recruiting service for Ninth Army Corps in the State of 
New York. 

* * * * * * * 
IIL Brigadier-General Harland, U. 8. Volunteers, is hereby de- 
tailed as chief of recruiting service for the original regiments of 
what formerly composed the Third Division of the Ninth Army 
Corps in the State of Connecticut. 

* * * - * * * * 

By command of Major-General Burnside : 

EDWARD M. NEILL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, t Hpgrs. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
No. 18. Fort Monroe, Va., February 9, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. Charles K. Graham, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby 
placed in command of all army gun-boats in this department, anc 
will be obeyed and respected accordingly. 
By command of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler : 
; R. S. DAVIS, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Hpa@rs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NortH CAROLINA, 
Hort Monroe, February 9, 1864. 
Major-General Prcx, . 
Commanding District of North Carolina: 


GENERAL: I send you a copy of the Richmond Examiner with 
Pickett’s report of his attack upon New Berne, and also the Peters- 
burg account of why he did not succeed. I wish to call your atten- 
tion to the statement that one of our negro soldiers was hanged. If 
there is any foundation for it send out a flag of truce and ask Gen- 
eral Pickett if it is true; if so, report to me. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, February 9, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN J. PECK, 
Comdg. Dist. of North Carolina, New Berne, N. C.: 
GENERAL: I am directed to inform you that two companies of 
the Second Massachusetts Heavy Artillery are sent to you, by the S. 
R. Spaulding, to be sent by you immediately to General Wessells, at 
Plymouth. The army gun-boats Brewster and Foster have also 
been ordered to report to General Wessells, the former via Hatteras, 
the latter by way of the canal. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. T. SCHROEDER, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 
Batchelder’s Creek, N. C., February 9, 1864—10.30 a. m. 
Captain Jupson, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I am somewhat disappointed in not getting those five companies by 
this a. m. train. Please do not wait till regular p. m. train, but 
send them right up, with one day’s rations in haversack, overcoats 
on, and blanket slung, but no knapsacks, and each having.40 rounds 
ammunition. I will post them from here, and it must be done while 
it is daylight. Their traps can come up to-morrow. ae men have 
had for the last ten days more than I ask these should do for one 
day. The enemy is still in force at Kinston. I will most likely 
know by night what their future designs are; I think they are going 
to Raleigh, Weldon, and South Carolina. 

§ P. J. CLAASSEN, 


Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 


Z FEBRUARY 10, 1864. 
Lieutenant HALSTED : 
Make acareful observation and report whether the enemy have 
withdrawn any of their camps along the Rapidan. OnOU 
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FEBRUARY 10, 1864. 

Captain NorTON : | 
There is no change from previous reports. 
HALSTED. | 


THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
February 10, 1864—11 a. m. 
. Captain Norton: 
No force of the enemy in sight this morning. He has strong | 
picket-lines along the river. | 
TAYLOR, 
Signal Officer. 


Stony Mountain, February 10, 1864. 
Captain Norton, 


Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac: 
The enemy’s pickets occupy rifle-pits. No camps have been moved 
to my knowledge. See enemy’s camps and smokes. 
TAYLOR. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 10, 1864—12 m. 
Lieutenant WIGGINS : 

A deserter reports enemy falling back. Do you observe any 
diminution of force or camps within your view ? Is there any force 
of enemy at Barnett’s Ford ? 

NORTON, 
Chief Signal Officer, 


GARNETT’S Mountain, February 10, 1864. 
Captain Norton: 


There is no change. Can see no enemy at the ford. 
WIGGINS. 


Pony Mountain, 
February 10, 1864—1.20 p. m. 
Captain Norton: 
Smoke at Barnett’s Ford heavier than usual. Do our pickets 
extend to Thoroughfare Mountain, and at what points ? 


HALSTED. 


j FEBRUARY 10, 1864. 
Lieutenant HALstTeEp : 


Our pickets do not extend to Thoroughfare Mountain. They run 


around Garnett’s Mountain and up to Stone House Mountain, via, 
Wayland’s Mill. 


NORTON, 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY RESERVE BRIGADE, 
February 10, 1864. 
Capt. T. C. Bacon, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division: 


Captain: Your communication of this date relative to the want . 
of communication between the pickets of this brigade and those of 
Colonel Chapman’s command has been received, and in reply I have 
the honor to state that I have just returned from a personal inspec- 
tion of the right of my line, and that the vedette of this brigade 
was and is about 100 yards distant from the vedette upon the extreme 
left of Colonel Chapman’s line. These pickets were upon opposite 
sides of a ravine and so near together as to admit of verbal commu- 
nication. The connection between the pickets of the two brigades 
during the day is perfect, and is only broken, as I was informed, by 
the withdrawal at night of the left vedette of the First Brigade to a 
point about 100 yards to the rear. . 

Although I cannot see the necessity for, or the utility of, this 
change, I have directed my pickets to conform to it and to make 
every exertion to keep the connection unbroken. Upon the return 
of the brigade from the expedition of the 6th and 7th instant I am 
informed that it was reported to these headquarters by the officer in 
command of the picket line of this brigade that after patrolling 2 
miles to the right of the usual point of connection he was unable 
to find any pickets of the First Brigade. This fact was twice 
reported to division headquarters by telegraph, as was also the want 
of connection at night, occasioned by the withdrawal of the vedette 

reviously mentioned. My extreme right now rests at the school- 
10use, where it has been stationed since the First Brigade returned 
from Sulphur Springs. I have the honor herewith to transmit the 
reports of Captains Norris and Rodenbough, relative to the facts 
above set forth, together with a small document * from First Lieut. 
James C. Hunt, First U. 8. Cavalry, upon the same subject. How 
the report could have arisen that there was any want of connection 
between the lines I am at a loss to understand, and I am satisfied 
that no disjunction has occurred for which there is any evidence to 
show that this brigade is responsible. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
enon LEO 2 
Lieut. Col. First New York Dragoons, Comdg. Brigade. 


[Inclosure No. 1.] 


HEADQUARTERS SEcOND U. 8. CAVALRY, 
Near Mitchell’s Station, Va., February 8, 1864. 


[Lieut. W. H. H. Emmons :] 


~LigutTEnAnt: I have the honor to report that my pickets were 
unable to connect with the line of pickets on the right, at the school- 
house. Patrols were sent to find the pickets of the cavalry, but could 
not find them within 24 miles. 


Iam, lieutenant, very respectfully, 
CHAS. EH. NORRIS, 


Captain, Second Cavalry, Commanding Regiment. 
*Notfound, Stier i 
380 R R—VOL XXXII 
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i 
[Inclosure No. 2.] 


Camp Seconp U. 8. CAVALRY, 
Near Mitchell’s Station, Va., February 8, 1864—8 a, m. | 
Lieut. W. H. H. Emmons, se? 

Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Reserve Cavalry Brigade: | 
LIEUTENANT: I have toreport no change in the picket-line, ge | 
that a regiment of infantry took position last night at Somerville 
Ford, apparently to watch the enemy at that point. Lieutenant 
Cahill, who relieved Lieutenant Horrigan, Second Cavalry, yester- 
day on the extreme right, at the school-house, reports that he is 
unable to make any connection with Chapman on the right, having 
patrolled 2 miles to the right without meeting the vedettes of the 
other brigade. The Second U. 8. Cavalry have been doing picket 

duty on this line for three days and three nights consecutively. 


‘Respectfully, 
T.. FY RODENBOUGSE; 
Capt., Second U. S. Cav., Act. Field Officer of the Day. 


P. §.—Lieutenant Lawless just reports that the infantry at Som- 
erville Ford have been withdrawn. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., February 10, 1864—5 p. m. 
(Received 5.40 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General CuLLUM, 
Chief of Staff: ; 

_ The following telegram from General Sullivan transmitted for the 
information of the General-in-Chief : 

HARPER'S FERRY, W. VaA., February 10, 1864. 
General KELLEY : 


Twenty-four refugees have just come in—able-bodied men—fleeing from con. 
scription. They report a feeling of terror and despair in the counties of Page ané¢ 
Rockingham at the wholesale conscripting order of the Confederate Congress. The 
Twelfth Georgia is one of the regiments employed in conscripting, who savagely 
shoot down all caught in trying to escape. 


J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General. 

B, F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., February 10, 1864. 


Received 1.40 p. m.) 
Brig. Gen. G. W. CuLLuUM, 
Chief of Staff : 

Nothing new since my last telegram. Duffié’s scouts to recapture 
Scammon not yet returned. Large number of deserters in Early’ 
and Rosser’s forces coming from them, mostly deserters on the re 
treat from the South Branch to the Shenandoah Valley. Our scout: 
killed the notorious guerrilla chief Mike Kane, and captured 4 of hi 
gang of desperadoes in the mountains near Moorefield day befor 
yesterday. Early took from the South Branch Valley quite a num 
ber of cattle and sheep. He made no distinction; took from rebel: 
as well as Union men, 

B. FREDDY. 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, 
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Hpgrs. 3D Bria., 2D Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Clarksburg, W. Va., February 10, 1864. 
Lieut. M. J. RUSSELL, 


Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, New Creek, W. Va.: 
LIEUTENANT: I am in receipt of a telegram from Capt. C. J. Har- 
rison, commanding at Bulltown, dated February 10, 1864, which 
reads as follows: 
From a rebel mail captured a few days ago, just from Jackson’s camp at Warm 
' Springs, and Camp Cameron, Bath County, I learn that Jackson’s command is at 
the above-named places and his forces larger than he has yet had. The letters say 
they will be out this way early in the spring; that Jackson and Early both have 
promised the men to come. From another source I learn that Jackson has four 
regiments, numbering 4,000 men, and that as soon as weather permits will make a 
raid through this country, aiming principally at Bulltown. 
Imboden’s command was at the foot of Alleghany Mountains Jan- 
uary 27, 1864. 
Iam, respectfully, yours, 
N. WILKINSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


[Indorsement. ] 


Hpagrs. Seconp Div., DEPT. of WEST VIRGINIA, 
New Creek, W. Va., February 12, 1864. 


Copy respectfully forwarded for information of the general com 


manding department. 
JADA, MUBLIGAN, 
Colonel. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, February 10, 1864 


W. E. Bonn, J. J. CARMON, JOSEPH F’, WAFF : 

GENTLEMEN: In answer to the inquiry proposed by you, asa com 
mittee from the citizens of Chowan County, N. C., I respectfully 
answer to the first, viz : 


_ First. What will be the policy pursued toward the citizens of Chowan if they 
continue peaceable and quiet, abstaining from all acts of hostility ? 


Answer. That if the inhabitants of that county remain peaceable 
and quiet, abstaining from all acts of hostility, aiding blockade-run- 
ning, or concealing guerrillas, they will not be interfered with by 
the troops of the United States, as we have no occasion to go into any 
parts of the country where no acts of hostility are committed against 
the Government. 

To the second question, viz : 

Second. Will expeditions be projected into our county, and, if found necessary to 
- make them, will peaceable citizens and private property be protected and respected ? 

Answer. That unless some portion of Chowan County is occupied 
by some forces or signal parties of the Confederacy, or some parties 
hostile to the United States take refuge in that county, no expedition 
will be sent therein, and if it becomes necessary to send expeditions 
there the private persons and property of peaceable citizens will be 
protected, and the expeditions be conducted on the principles laid 
down in General Orders, No, 10, current series, a copy of which is 
hereby inclosed. 
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To the third question, viz: 


Third. Was not the order requiring and enforcing the oath of allegiance designed 
to apply only to persons embraced within your picket-lines ? 

Answer. That as the Government of the United States cannot! 
throw, in fact, its protection around the citizens of Chowan, they are | 
excused from the corresponding obligation of actively expressing | 
their allegiance to the Government, which might endanger their | 
safety from the enemies of the United States, and therefore the oath 
of allegiance will not be required of the citizens of Chowan County | 
until they are brought within our lines. | 

To the fourth question, viz: 

Fourth. Cannot trade with Norfolk be opened and allowed to the people of 
Chowan, and on what terms and under what restrictions ? 


Answer. That trade may be carried on with Norfolk under the 
same provisions as those given to the citizens of Pasquotank County, 
as expressed in a letter given to them, a duplicate of which is ad- 
dressed to this committee. 

In answer to the fifth question, viz : 

Fifth. Cannot servants who have left us be prevented from returning, orat least 


be restrained from unnecessary offensiveness and actual outrage to feelings or prop- 
erty of their former owners ? 


rT 


Ihave the honor to say : 

Answer. That the negroes who have left the county will not be 
allowed to return unless by stealth, and if upon returning in such 
manner they outrage the property or persons of their former owners 
it is hoped that they will be arrested and held by the citizens of the 
county and information sent to these headquarters, in order that 
they may be sent for and punished. 

The sixth question is amore difficult one, viz : 

Sixth. Can our citizens be permitted to fish with seines and nets on Albemarle 


Sound and on the eastern side of Chowan River, and on what terms and under what 
restrictions ? 


Answer. It is understood by the commanding general that fishing 
with seines and nets in the sounds and rivers affords a large quan- 
tity of provision for the inhabitants of that part of North Carolina. 
The difficulty is, therefore, that that provision thus obtained may be 
stored in large amounts and tempt raids there by the Confederates, 
to the destruction of the peace of the county, requiring an armed 
force to be sent there to meet those raids on our part, unless we qui- 
etly permit supplies for the rebel army to be drawn from that source. 
Now this is entirely irrespective of the good faith of the inhabitants 
of that county, forif they accumulate provisions with the intent to 
use them in their families they may be taken from them justifiably, 
under the laws of war, to support the rebel army. These cireum- 
stances surround the use of the waters adjoining Chowan County 
with difficulties, and by means of our gun-boats any use of the waters 
may be very easily prevented ; but the commanding general desires, 
as is the policy of his Government, to extend every facility to the 
peaceable and quiet citizens of every part of the country to support 
themselves, and these facilities, so'far as it can be done without in- 
jury to the success of his troops in the field, will permit fish to be 
taken by seines and nets in the waters adjoining the county of Cho- 
wan, on the east side of Chowan River and the Albemarle, so long 
as no Confederate or North Carolina State troops shall come into that 


/ 
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county ; and provided further, that no one citizen shall salt or cure 
more than ten barrels of fish for his own use, and there shall be no 
greater accumulation at any point within 7 miles of each other than. 
one hundred barrels of fish so cured, and at no point any such accu 
mulation be made more than 1 mile from navigable water of atleast 
4 feet draught. 

As this permission is given wholly in deference to the wishes of 
the citizens of Chowan County, and for their use and benefit, and 
without any possible good to the United States except in taking care 
of its citizens, and with very possible harm if it is abused, the utmost 
good faith will be required of the citizens to carry out in the same 
spirit of fairness as it is permitted this business of fishing, and any 
abuse of this privilege, or any infraction of its terms, will be most 
severely dealt with as a.breach of trust or confidence. 

The seventh and last question, viz: 

Seventh. We would further represent to Major-General Butler, in behalf of our 
fellow-citizens, that during the progress of this dreadful conflict we have been ex- 
empted to a great extent from the presence of troops in our midst, and as we con- 
ceive the locality to be devoid of military importance, we sincerely hope and trust 
that Major-General Butler may not order its occupation by any of the troops under 
his command. 


Is answered in the answer to the first question, and in the general 
spirit of the answers in this note. 

The commanding general desires to call the attention of the com- 
mittee and others than the citizens of the county to the fact that if 
their action is characterized with good faith and true desire to pre- 
serve the peace of the county there will be no possible difficulty, 
and trouble can only result from the acts of bad men, who, either 
from hostility to the United States or from love of gain, will hazard 
the interests of their fellow-citizens, and such men must be watched 
and restrained by the organized action of the citizens of the county, 
who have their own peace and quiet in their own hands. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding, 


{Inclosure.} 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HDQRS. HIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND N. CAROLINA, 
No. 10. Fort Monroe, Va., January 16, 1864, 

To correct a misapprehension which seems to exist with the officers 
of this command as to their powers and duties in taking property 
for military purposes, and their accountability therefor ; to afford 
just protection to peaceable and quiet citizens from unauthorized 
and lawless acts, and to enable them to obtain speedy redress and 
remuneration therefor, if found loyal; to allow the taking, in an 
orderly manner only, such property and material as may be neces- 
sary and useful for military purposes, or to deprive the enemy 
thereof if likely to fall into their hands, or if found in the hands of 
those in rebellion or aiding the enemy ; to give full force and effect 
to the example whenever it is found necessary to punish summarily 
offenses by the destruction of the property of offenders, it is or- 
dered : 

I. That private property of a peaceable inhabitant shall be seized 
only when needed for the use of the troops, either for shelter, trans- 
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portation, fuel, or food, or from known enemies, to be turned over 
to the agents of the Treasury. ; 

Secondly, it may be taken or destroyed in order to deprive the 
enemy thereof, when in danger of falling into his hands, or to pre- 
vent its use by the enemy. ' 

Thirdly, it may be destroyed as a summary punishment for offenses, 
such as discharging a musket by a citizen from his house upon a 
body of troops. or setting poisoned food before soldiers, or murder 
within a house, or using the house and property to secrete murder- 
ers, or as a rendezvous for felons and the like. 

In each of these cases the act can be done only by the order of a 
commissioned officer, in command of an army, expedition, separate 
detachment, or post. 

II. It has been brought to the notice of the commanding general 
that there is a reluctance on the part of officers seizing property, 
either as a military necessity or upon orders, to give to the party 
claiming certificates showing such seizure, thereby leaving them- 
selves liable to the imputation of having carried away property 
which they have not in fact taken, and exposing the United States 
to claims sometimes unfounded and always exorbitant. There should 
be no hesitation in giving such certificate. It does not add to the 
responsibility of the officer, but, on the contrary, is a protection both 
to himself and the Government. No officer should do an act which 
he is not willing to certify having done. It is therefore the duty 
of every officer taking any property from any peaceable citizen, 
whether loyal or disloyal, to give a certificate to the party, claimant, 
or person from whom it is taken, containing an accurate inventory 
of the property, the time when and place where and person from 
whom taken, with the name, regiment, and company, as the case 
may be, in full, of the officer actually making the seizure, whether 
that seizure is made upon that officer’s own responsibility or under 
_ orders from his superior, and to make a report of the same to his 
immediate commander. 

Such certificate should also state whether the property taken is 
that of a loyal or disloyal citizen, to the best of the information of 
the captor. 

III. In case it becomes necessary, for military purposes, to destroy 
any houses, buildings, or other property, a certificate stating the 
cause of the act should be given by the officer making the order or 
doing the act to the person claiming, or it should be affixed to the 
nearest prominent object, if practicable, and in each case a report 
made to the immediate commander of the act done and of the cer- 
tificate given. 

Any officer taking property of a citizen for any purpose whatever, 
whether loyal or disloyal, without giving such certificate to the claim- 
ant, or destroying any property without such certificate, and report- 
ing the act as above provided, shall be deemed to be and held guilty 
as for unauthorized and causeless plunder and embezzlement of the 
property taken, or for an unjustifiable destruction of property, 
as the case may be. In such cases the commanding general will 
not too much invoke the aid of a court-martial in punishing the 
offenders. 

IV. Cases of difficulty have arisen where the negroes, formerly 
slaves, joining the troops of the United States on marches and expe- 
ditions, with intent to come within our lines for protection, bring 
with them property of their former masters. 
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While the theory adopted by some officers that all the property in 
the rebel States belongs to the negroes, because it is the product of 
their labor, is theoretically true, yet it is not such a truth as can be 
made the foundation of Government action. Therefore negroes, 
while they are to be induced to join our marches and expeditions, 
are not to be allowed to bring with them any other than those per- 
sonal effects which have belonged to them, or such property as the 
officer commanding may order. 

If it becomes necessary to take means of transportation from their 
masters it is to be receipted for by the officer in command, as in 
geben cases, stating the purpose for which such transportation is 
taken. 

V. Competent officers make good soldiers ; efficient officers can 
prevent outrage and plunder on the part of their men. All officers 
will be held strictly responsible for the acts of their men, and will 
be held to make good all plundering by the troops under their imme- 
diate command. 

In punishing the offenses of plundering the inquiry at these head- 
quarters will be, not which men did the act complained of, but who 
was the immediate commander of the men liable for the outrage. 

VI. All property seized as above provided must be accounted for 
or turned over to the quartermaster or provost-marshal, to be taken 
upon their accounts, or the officer under whose command it is taken 
will be held Hable for embezzlement. 

By command of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler: 

Re 8. DAVIS: 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SUB-DISTRICT OF THE ALBEMARLE, | 
Plymouth, N. C., February 10, 1864. 


Maj. B. B. Foster, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, District of North Carolina: 


MaJor: I have no information of importance at this time to com- 
municate. There is no reason to believe that the line of the enemy 
at Sweet Water Creek has been changed since my last report. The 
State of North Carolina is of infinite importance to both hostile par- 
ties, and as the points occupied are so weak as to be harassed at any 
moment with impunity, I feel justified in repeating my request for 
re-enforcements, as I desire to have it on record. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. WESSELLS, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 11, 1864—9.25 p.m. (Received 9.40 p. m.) 


THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: 
General Kilpatrick has been ordered to proceed at once to Wash- 


ington and report to you. 
JOHN SEDGWICK, | 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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WASHINGTON, February 11, 1864—4 p. m. 
Major-General SEDGWICK, 
Army of the Potomac: 
In your telegram of the 7th instant you say: 


One result of the co-operation with General Butler has been to prove that it has 
spoiled the best chance we had for a successful attack on the Rapidan. 


The President directs that you report what this ‘‘ best chance” | 
was; what ‘“‘successful attack” was proposed; when it was to be 
executed, and how it has been spoiled by your co-operation with | 
General Butler. | 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


{ 
\ 
| 
\ 
| 
| 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 11, 1864—9.25 p, m. 
COMMANDING OFFICER CAVALRY CORPS: 

The commanding general directs that you at once order General 
Kilpatrick to proceed to Washington and report to the President, as 
requested by the latter. It is not expected that General Kilpatrick 
will be absent more than two or three days. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 11, 1864—11 p. m. 
Colonel SCHOONMAKER : 

It is reported that there is a rebel force composed of Rosser’s and 
TImboden’s command at Great Cacapon bridge. Have you any such 
information ? What do your scouts report ? 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hpgrs. FourtH Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 


Martinsburg, February 11, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY, 


Commanding Department, Cumberland : 

I have no information whatever of any force at Great Cacapon 
bridge. My scouts yesterday from that direction reported all quiet. 
I will send a couple of good men there to-morrow morning, supported 
by a strong scouting party. Scout from Strasburg this afternoon 


reports all quiet in that direction. 
J. M. SCHOONMAKER, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


Hpgrs. 1st Bric., 4TH Div., Dept. oF WEsT VIRGINIA, 


Beverly, W. Va., February 11, 1864. 
General KELLEY : 


Dear Sir: Two days since a very intelligent Irishman came in 
from Monroe County, and indirectly from Richmond. He informs 
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me that Jenkins is organizing a large cavalry corps in Southwest- 
ern Virginia. His horses are already purchased, and are on the 
borders of North Carolina, where forage is plenty. This force is un- 
derstood to be used in Western Virginia the coming spring. Al- 
though I look upon him with suspicion, still in this matter I think 
he tells the truth. He also informs me that the conscription act will 
greatly augment their army. He will go to Wheeling to-morrow. 
He is much such a man as George Lurty was, whom you had in cus- 
tody some two years since. The scout into Webster has not yet re- 
turned. I learn, though, that they had met with some success. I 
started 15 of the best men of the Tenth Virginia into Pocahontas 
this morning, with the intention of capturing Joe Guy and two of his 
party, who are on Elk. I did not know at the time I addressed you 
that George Ward’s case had been before you. I supposed that he 
was let out by the authorities at Wheeling alone. For this reason 
I placed the matter before you. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. 8. HALL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 
Batchelder’s Creek, N. C., February 11, 1864—8.30 p. m. 
Captain JUDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

CaPpTaAIn: Dispatch received. O. K. Rebel pickets are at Core 
Creek. I have reliable information that the rebel forces under 
General Pickett went beyond Kinston. I will ascertain what the 
Core Creek rebel pickets are made of. 

P. J. CLAASSEN, 


Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 12, 1864—8 a.m. (Received 11 a. m.) 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLeckK, 
General-in-Chief : 

In reply to your telegram of last evening, I have to state the best 
chance for a successful attack on the Rapidan lay in the fact that 
not more than a brigade or a brigade and a half was holding the 
works at Morton’s Ford; that the nearest re-enforcements (not 
counting the brigade or brigade and a half holding the works at 
Raccoon Ford, which could not be removed without abandoning 
that part of the line) were from 5 to 6 miles off (two brigades back 
of Somerville and Robertson’s Fords); that the other posts of 
Ewell’s corps were from 10 to 12 miles off, and Hill’s corps as far 
off, if not farther; that the appearance of our troops at Morton’s 
Ford, on the Rapidan, was a complete surprise, and if 1,000 or 1,200 
men had rushed to the enemy’s works at that point they could have 
been carried, and if the whole army could have been on the river, 
with the artillery and ammunition and other fighting trains ready to 
follow up the taking of the works at Morton’s Ford, Lee’s army 
would have had to fight without the advantage of the strong posi- 
tion of the Rapidan, rendered vastly stronger by intrenchments, 
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In other words, gaining the intrenchments at Morton’s Ford, with | 
the whole army to follow it up, would have turned his intrenched | 
position of the Rapidan and its appendages. Second, the condition of | 
theroads, country, and weather during the time that co-operation with | 
General Butler was proposed and executed was such as to render the | 
secret and rapid movement of this army impracticable. Third, the 
dispatch from General Butler received Friday night requested that 
the demonstration by this army should be made the next day (Satur- 
day), and without regard to the weather ; it stated that he hoped to 
strike his point Sunday morning at 6 o’clock. The demonstration, 
to be in time for General Butler’s purpose (and it was made for no 
other object), could only be effected by using the two corps nearest 
the Rapidan—the First and Second—without bringing in their de- 
tached brigades, picket guards, &c., and by leaving their camps 
stending, with guards, &c., and sending parts of two divisions of 
cavalry to make demonstrations on the Rapidan above and below, 
by which the operations would be prolonged through Saturday. 
Fourth, the requirements of General Butler, just stated, rendered it 
impossible to take advantage of a surprise at Morton’s Ford if one 
should be made, since the army could not be got to the river in time, 
if, indeed, it was practicable to get it there at all. Fifth, the co-op- 
eration with General Butler spoiled the chance for a successful 
attack by giving the enemy proof that we could surprise them at 
Morton’s Ford, and by indicating to them what they should do, by 
a new arrangement of troops and new defensive works, to prevent a 
repetition of it. They have already thrown up a new rifle-pit close 
to the ford. A mere cavalry reconnaissance last fall caused them 
to extend the intrenchments on the Rapidan up Mine Run several 
miles. A similar reconnaissance at an earlier day toward their left 
caused‘them to intrench the crossing of Blue River and make other 
defensive dispositions. Sixth, in my telegram to you of the 5th 
instant I stated, ‘‘ Demonstrations in our front at the present time 
may, however, spoil the chances for the future.” The conditions of 
a successful attack, so far as they relate to the condition, position, 
and sense of security of Lee’s army, existed already. The conditions | 
relating to the state of the roads and the weather, which rendered it 
practicable to move this army secretly and rapidly to the Rapidan, 
did not exist, and until they did no plan of attack could be prepared 
with any view to its execution, nor could any time be proposed for 
its execution. It was believed, however, that the opportunity would 
occur. 


JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Hebruary 12, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER SECOND CORPS: 


The major-general commanding directs that the picket-lines of 
the Second and Third Corps be so modified that the roads to Mitch- 
ell’s and Raccoon Fords be picketed by the Second Corps. 

“VAS A. HUMPHREYS; 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
a February 12, 1864. 
_Major-General BIRNEY, 
Commanding Third Army Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that the picket-lines of. 
the Second and Third Corps be so modified that the roads to Mitch- 
ell’s and Raccoon Fords be picketed by the Second Corps. 
: A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HARPER'S Ferry, VaA., February 12, 1864. 
Col. R. 8. RopGErRs, 
Martinsburg, Va. : 
Start out every available man toward Winchester. The rebels 
have captured express train near Kearneysville. 
J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hpgrs. FourtH Division, DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, February 12, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Commanding First Division, Harper’s Ferry : 

I am sending 500 cavalry and two pieces of artillery on the trot 
to Kearneysville, with instructions to strike the direct trail’ of the 
enemy and continue on it with all dispatch possible. The enemy 
cannot have more than 20 miles start of them, and if it is only such 
a force as we deem it and encumbered with booty, prisoners, &c., I 
have no doubt but that they will overhaul them. I have placed the 
remainder of my mounted force in the saddle and dismounted men 
in line. Please instruct what further you desire me to do. My dis- 
mounted men are ready for any emergency. 

J. M. SCHOONMAKER, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


HARPER’S FERRY, February 12, 1864. 
Colonel SCHOONMAKER : 


Pursue vigorously. 2 gs RE ee ee 
Brigadier- General. 


3 YORKTOWN, Mebruary 12, 1864. 
Major-General BUTLER : 

I wished Colonel Garrard’s cavalry to make reconnaissance to 
King and Queen, but of course gave him some discretion, and he 
came back the same day he started, after going to Gloucester Court- 
House, only where I might have gone myself with one orderly. Of 
course I have learned nothing from them, and must send other cav- 
alry. Colonel Garrard wishes to return to Fort Monroe. I can 
readily spare him, if you so wish. 

i) was tank, 


Brigadier- General, 


| 
| 
} 
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Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., February 12, 1864. 
Major-General BUTLER, 
Comdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina : 
GENERAL: I regret to state that 53 loyal North Carolinians were} 
captured at the outposts during the recent operations. Had I been) 
here I should have kept them in our main defenses, since nearly all) 
of them are deserters from the rebel service. My impressions are | 
they will try them and punish them severely in view of the crum- | 
bling condition of the Confederacy. Doubtless extra severity will | 
be meted out because they are North Carolinians. 
Fear of detection and death in case of capture will, I fear, break 
up our recruiting service, which has been so successful. Under the 
circumstances I deem it my duty to call upon General Pickett for 
the same protection and treatment for these prisoners as was ex- 
tended to the others. I much need your advice in this matter, and 
hope you will be able to give it in time. 
Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpqrs. HIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND N. CAROLINA, 
No. 20. Fort Monroe, Va., February 12, 1864. 
All estates in this department abandoned or now occupied by rebels 
will be turned over by the military commanders, to be taken posses- 
sion of by the superintendent of negro affairs or Treasury agent. 
By command of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler: 
R. 8. DAVIS, 


Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GARNETT’S MOUNTAIN SIGNAL STATION, 
February 138, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER First ARMY CORPS: 


All quiet ; no change inourfront. A deserter coming in last night 
reports a brigade of cavalry encamped near Barnett’s Ford. 
J. C. WIGGINS, 
Signal Officer. 


) GARNETT’S Mountain, February 18, 1864—5 p. m. 
CoMMANDING OFFICER First ARMY. CoRPs: 
Heavy smoke near Barnett’s Ford seems to confirm report of de- 


serter. All quiet. 
WIGGINS, 
Signal Officer, 
{Indorsement.] 
General MERRITT, Cavalry Division: 
DEAR GENERAL: I do not see any news in these dispatch 
send them to you. Please return. : ae 
JOHN NEWTON, 
Major-General. 
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CUMBERLAND, February 13, 1864—10 a. m. 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff, Washington : 
Brig. Gen. George Crook has reported to these headquarters, and 
een. assigned to the command of the Third Division in this depart- 


nent. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 13, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Harper's Ferry: 

The General-in-Chief directs that the Fourteenth New Hampshire 
Infantry be sent to Washington assoon as possible. You will there- 
ore send it as indicated as soon as cars can be furnished. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 13, 1864—1 p. m. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper's Ferry: 

Send back the party with flag of truce. I cannot permit them to 
jake the remains of a rebel soldier through the lines at present. It 
s in all probability a dodge to ascertain the strength and position of 
your troops. Take a full description of the party, and also ascertain 
vhose corpse they are after ; what was his name, regiment, company, 
ounty and State he was from, &c. I cannot go down to see you 
0-day, but will soon do so. ; 

. B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-Generat. 


MARTINSBURG, VA., February: 13, 1864. 
Yaptain Boong, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 
Captain: I returned from Winchester at 7 o’clock last night. 


‘ound no enemy. Na atch 
‘Colonel, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District or NoRTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., February 13, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 
Comdg. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina: 

GENERAL: My information is of such a nature as to induce the 
elief that Jeff. Davis has decided upon recovering New Berne and 
he sounds, probably as a preliminary step to Lee’s retrograde move- 
nent in the spring. Both rams are expected down the Neuse and 
Zoanoke, in conjunction with land troops. It seems certain that the 
ne at Kinston is intended to come down on the next high water. I 
ave just ordered some old hulks to be placed in the Neuse above 
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the city, and shall leave to-morrow morning for Washington ar} 
Plymouth. All are at work strengthening our_lines where mo; 
needed. The railway is in good order again. Good cavalry is 
the highest moment to us in North Carolina. General Pickett he 
arrested General Barton for his part in the late affair. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
JOHN! J. PECK, 
Major-General. | 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., February 138, 1864. 
Maj. R. 8S. Davis, 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina: 
Masor: I have intimated in very strong terms to Major-Genera 
Pickett that he must disavow the shooting or killing of a negr 
soldier, and punish the offenders, or I should execute a rebel soldier 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Hpagrs. FORCES AND DEFENSES AT NEW BERNE, 
New Berne, N. C., February 13, 1864. 
Capt. J. WALDO DENNY, 
Provost-Marshal: 

Captain: The general commanding directs me to say that the pro 
prietor of the North Carolina Times may be permitted to issue hi 
paper. again, but that every issue of his paper must be carefully ex 
amined at your office and approved by you before the circulation i 
permitted. You of course can exercise your own judgment as t 
what is proper and what improper matter for publication. The gen 
eral also wishes you to inform the proprietor of the paper referre« 
to that he can have all the copies of his last issue that belong t 
him, but that if he presumes to send one of them away from Ney 
Berne, in violation of the order already given his paper will agai 
be suppressed, and totally. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. JUDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS Outposts, February 13, 1864. 
Maj. B. B. FostEr, 


Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Jeff. Davis says New Berne can and must be taken. At the firs 
high water they will send the iron-clad now building and nearl 
finished down the Neuse. At the same time an attack by land is t 
be made, so as to occupy New Berne by or on March 14, 1864. 

I believe that a grand attempt will be made here at Batchelder’ 
Creek, but really come down on the Trent side. The Gully can b 
and should be made as strong as my immediate front; then let ther 
come, 

P. J. CLAASSEN, 
Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 


‘ 


\ 


t 


| Ouar. XLV] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION, DD9 


BALTIMORE, February 14, 1864—6 p. m. 
Col. G. H. SHARPE, 
Deputy Provost-Marshal-General : 
I have some important information from our friend as to numbers, 
position, and movement of the rebels. How shall I send it to you ? 
J. L. McPHAIL, 
Provost-Marshal-General. 


Pro. Mar. GEN.’S DEpT., ARMY OF THE PoToMAC, 
February 14, 1864—7 p. m. 
J. L. McPuatt, 


Provost-Marshal-General, Baltimore, Md. : 
‘Send us at once a synopsis of *s report (in cipher) by tele- 
graph, and the report in full by return mail. 
Pee Pelsy 


BALTIMORE, February 14, 1864—10 p. m. 
Col. G. H. SHARPE, 
Deputy Provost-Marshal-General : 

Fifteen thousand between Weldon and Wilmington said to attack 
New Berne, but thought to overawe the Union sentiment. General 
Pickett’s forces all in North Carolina. Beauregard 19,000 all told 
in and about Charleston ; no troops left Beauregard except those on 
furlough; he has 35,000 men. Longstreet has 20,000; has moved his 
headquarters to Morristown; 7,000 of his men are shoeless. Five 
companies of heavy artillery in defenses of Richmond, four light 
batteries, two companies cavalry, 120 Green’s men, City Battalion, 
640; 4,000 citizen soldiers could be turned out. Four hundred cay- 
alry on the Chickahominy between James and York Rivers. Seven 
hundred and eighty Maryland Line at Hanover Junction. 

Lee one month ago had 46,000, besides cavalry. Hoke’s brigade 
(1,700) left for North Carolina. Six thousand furloughed; has now 
35,000. Hampton’s cavalry, 6,000. Lomax’s brigade of Lee’s divis- 
ion (1,600) are all the cavalry Lee has. Fitz. Lee disbanded 4,000 for 


want of forage. 
J. L. McPHAIL, 
Provost-Marshal-General. 


Fort Monrog, V4., February 14, 1864. 
(Received 3.40 p. m.) 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
: Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.: 
The following telegram has just been received from General Wis- 
tar: 


YORKTOWN, February 14, 1864. 
Col. J. W. SHAFFER, 
Chief of Staff: 
Two escaped Union officers have reached my pickets from Richmond. They 
report 109 more on the road. A general delivery of one prison-house was effected 
by digging a tunnel under the street. General Dow could not stand the fatigue of 


| 
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the trip, and consequently did not come. My cavalry are in motion, scouring the 
Peninsula to cover the escape of the rest. Several colonels, among them Colonel} 
Streight, are on the road, but the path is hard. 1 J. WISTAR, 


Brigadier-General. 


J. W. SHAFFER, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


Fort Monrog, VA., February 14, 1864. 
(Received 2.35 p. m., 16th.) 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Twenty-six of the escaped prisoners have arrived within our lines 
up to to-night. We have sent cavalry patrols up the Peninsula as 
far as the Chickahominy to pick up all we can. Have sent an army 
gun-boat up the James and Chickahominy Rivers for the same pur- 


ose. 
‘ BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., February 14, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. E. R. S. Cansy, 
War Department, Washington City: 

General Butler went to New York to attend his brother’s burial, by 
permission of the Secretary of War. Will be back to-morrow night 
or Tuesday morning. The routine of the department is conducted by 
the chiefs of the different branches of his staff. 

General Peck, being next senior officer in the department, and 
being at New Berne, N. C., could not,if ordered off, have reached 
here before General Butler’s return. Everything is perfectly quiet 
in the department. 

J. W. SHAFFER, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


YORKTOWN, February 14, 1864. 
Col. J. W. SHAFFER, 


Chief of Staff: 

Cavalry returned from Potopotank. Captured a small 10-ton 
schooner, which was towed down by the gun-boat. What shall be 
oon ee it? Confiscate and sell by provost-marshal, or send it 

own! 

I. J. WISTAR, 
Brigadier- General. 


YORKTOWN, February 14, 1864. 
Col. J. W. SHAFFER, 


Chief of Staff : 
My cavairy detachment has returned to Williamsburg with e:even 
more of the escaped officers from Richmond, picked up at various 
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oints. A fresh detachment, strong enough to whip the Holcombe 

egion, has just gone out after more. The account I telegraphed 
you is correct. One hundred and nineescaped. A Richmond paper 
seen by one of our scouts, but not brought in by him, confirms it. 
Their great difficulty will be to cross the Chickahominy, all the 
private crossings of which are watched by rebel scouts of Hume’s 
party, concealed from our cavalry in the woods, 

I. J. WISTAR, 
Brigadier-General, 


FEBRUARY 14, 1864. 
Colonel WEsT : 
Take all care of the escaped prisoners and send them on the way. 
Furnish them with whatever they require. 
I. J. WISTAR, 


Brigadier-General, 


Fort Monroe, February 14, 1864. 
Brigadier-General WISTAR : 

- Captain Wallick, Fifty-first Indiana, and Lieutenant Harris, Third 
Ohio, escaped prisoners, just arrived here from Yorktown, report 
that they only knew of 25 others getting out. Are these the officers 
you got your information from ? 

J. W. SHAFFER, 


Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


FEBRUARY 14, 1864. 
Col. J. W. SHAFFER, 
Chief of Staff, Fort Monroe : 

I was absent reviewing troops when your telegram arrived. Two 
more officers, not the ones you mention, came in this morning, who 
report the 109 escaped prisoners. 

I. J. WISTAR, 


Brigadier-General, 


Getry’s Ling, February 14, 1864, 
Colonel SHAFFER : 
When are you going to send back the Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry ? 
i need them very much. I have not sufficient cavalry to patrol the 
country. Our line needs constant and thorough patrolling to make 


it secure, 
a C. A. HECKMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Getty’s Ling, February 14, 1864. 
Colonel SHAFFER : 

I have received information from a reliable source that the rebels 
contemplate making a demonstration in this direction. Their forces 
are increasing on the Blackwater, If you have an available force 

86 BR R-VOL XXXIM 


' } 
62 OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. [Cuar. XLV.) 


ot 


at’ Newport News or at other points I can make good use of them ini 
ease the rebels cross the Nansemond. Had you not better order the 
One hundred and eighteenth and One hundred and thirty-ninth; 
{New York] temporarily here ? | 
: Cc. A. HECKMAN, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. | 


P, S,—It is said to be a movement in concert with that on New! 


Berne. How about the artillery from Fort Norfolk ? 
CHATS 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 15, 1864—2.40 p. m. 
COMMANDING OFFICER SIXTH CORPS: 

Dispatch from Major-General Birney states that the pickets of 
his First Division report a considerable body of infantry moving in 
their front to his right. The pickets of his First Division are on the 
right of your pickets. Has any report of the kind reached you ? 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 15, 1864—3.45 p. m. 
COMMANDING OFFICER SIxtTH CORPS: 

I think there must be some mistake in the report from the pickets 
of the Third Corps. I telegraphed General Pleasonton at once. He 
has received no information of any kind. Ihave just sent directions 
to General Merritt to send out a force to ascertain what the report 
means. General Pleasonton is at Stevensburg reviewing cavalry. 
General Meade has returned. 

Ay A. (HUMPHREYS! 


Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAG, 
February 15, 1864—2.45 p. m. 
CoMMANDING OFFICER CAVALRY CORPS: 
Have you received any dispatches from patrols respecting such a 
movement as that reported from General Birney’s pickets ? 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAQ, 

fuk February 15, 1864. 
Brigadier-General Mprritt: 

General Birney reports that his pickets report a considerable force 
of infantry passing the front of his First Division toward his right. 
His First Division pickets unite with those of the Sixth Corps. The 
major-general commanding directs that you send out a force imme- 
diately to ascertain the truth of this report. 

Aes LLU EP ERE vas. 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 15, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER CAVALRY CORPS: 
_ By direction of the major-general commanding, General Merritt 
has been ordered to send out a force to ascertain the nature of the 
reported movement of the enemy. The order was sent direct to 
avoid delay in communication. Major-General Meade desires to see 
General Pleasonton at these headquarters. 
AeA LUMP AREY: 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 15, 1864—5.45 p. m. 
COMMANDING OFFICER CAVALRY CORPS: 
The report respecting the movement of infantry in front of the 
pickets of the Third Corps has been ascertained to be unfounded. 
RAS AS HUMPHREYS: 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 15, 1864—5.45 p. m. 
Brigadier-General MERRITT: 

The report of the enemy being in front of the First Division of the 
Third Corps has been ascertained to be unfounded. The cavalry 
reconnaissance may be recalled. 

Ay AW HUMPHREYS, 


Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Tugespay Nicut, February 15, 1864—9.30 p. m. 
(Received 9.56 p. m.) 
Capt. GEORGE 8. SHAW, , 
Aide-de-Camp, Hdqrs. Dept. of Washington: 

Mr. Childs, employed by Engineer Department, writes to Colonel 
Tannatt this evening : 

Arrangements are now complete for barricading Aqueduct Bridge. Twenty-five 
or 30 men are required to do it. No orders have been received by guard at south 
end of bridge. I leave a foreman and 6 men at south end of bridge, and will be 
obliged if you will send an officer to direct when the bridge shall be closed. Every- 
thing is ready to close the bridge at five minutes’ notice. 


-Tannatt has sent the men, and says: : 


Tt now remains for some one to name the hour when the passage should be closed. 
Will the general telegraph upon that point and inform me of the result, that I may 
be fully advised for any emergency. 

I have been past the south end of the Aqueduct Bridge. Rifle- 
pits have been dug this afternoon this side the guard-house on both 
sides the bridge, and logs are ready near at hand to close the avenue 


ntirely, 
entirely: G. A. DE RUSSY, 
Brigadver- General, 
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ALEXANDRIA, February 15, 1864—10.25 p. m. | 

Colonel TAayLor, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : | 
CoLoneL: My men have scouted as usual to-day. No enemy was: 


seen. Mosby was reported at Difficult Creek yesterday. | 
H. H. WELLS, | 


Lieutenant-Colonel, Provost-Marshal-General. | 


{ 
{ 
j 


Hpgrs. First Division, DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Harper’s Ferry, February 15, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. B. F, KELLEY, 
Commanding Department of West Virginia: 

GENERAL: If it meets with your approval, I propose sending m 
cavalry up the valley as far as they can go, at the same time send- 
ing a party through Front Royal and Luray to try and cut the rail- 
road at Waynesborough. I have a fine cavalry command, and I 
think it will be of benefit to them to go on such an expedition. 
If Averell’s command could be sent to Moorefield and Petersburg 
at the same time, I think I could reach Harrisonburg, or even 
Staunton, without trouble. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JER. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 15, 1864. 
Colonel MuLLIGAN, New Creek: 


Deserters report to Colonel Hall at Beverly that Jackson’s com- 
mand had received their horses and are now mounted. General 
Jenkins in command, and had sent a mounted force to Franklin, in 


Pendleton County. 
B. F. KELLEY, 


‘ Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 15, 1864. 
Colonel Munuican, New Creek: 


Please send a company to the bridge east of Bloomington, with 
instructions to put up the block-house. The timbers 1 believe are 
on the ground. Great apprehensions are felt for the safety of the 
shops and machinery at Piedmont. This company will command 
the Bloomington road as well as protect the bridge.. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


YORKTOWN, February 15, 1864. 
Col. J. W. SHAFFER, Chief of Staff: 

The captures by the cavalry and gun-boat at Potopotank were 
one small empty schooner, one sloop with 200 bushels of corn, and 
one boat, The gun-boat having brought them down, have reported 
them as their capture to Treasury agent, et Hee not interfered, 


y . y 
Brigadier- General, 
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FEBRUARY 15, 1864. 
Col. J. W. SHAFFER, Chief of Staff; 
Cavalry returned to Williamsburg with 9 more escaped officers. 
A fresh detachment has gone out. 
I, J. WISTAR, 


Brigadier-General, 


———————— 


FEBRUARY 15, 1864. 
Col. J. W. SHarreEr, Chief of Staff: 

I should have explained that refugees and escaped prisoners, know- 
ing of the pickets at all the upper fords and bridges, almost invari- 
ably come down parallel with Charles City road, in hopes of finding 
boats on lower Chickahominy. After crossing it they are pretty 
safe, but boats are purposely removed by the enemy and only to be 
had at few points. The refugees and negroes’ generally cross by 
swimming. Seventeen leave here by boat to-morrow, including 6 


field officers. 
I. J. WISTAR, 
Brigadier-General. 


FEBRUARY 15, 1864. 
Col. J. W. SHAFFER, Chief of Staff: 
Colonel Streight is concealed in Richmond, but at large. His 
friends desire the papers to state his successful arrival here, for 
obvious reasons. Please arrange itimmediately with the Associated 


Press agent. 
I. J. WISTAR, 
Brigadier-General. 


Fort MaGRUDER, February 15, 1864. 


Brigadier-General WIsTAR, 
Commanding : 
The following are the names: 
1. William B. McCreery, colonel Twenty-first Michigan Infantry. 
2. H. C. Hobart, lieutenant-colonel Twenty-first Wisconsin In- 
fantry. 
3. T. S. West, leutenant-colonel Twenty-fourth Wisconsin In- 
fantry. 
4. Alexander von Mitzel, major Seventy-fourth Pennsylvania In- 
fantry. 
1 5. Samuel Clark, captain, Seventy-ninth Illinois Infantry. 
6. Gottlieb C. Rose, captain, Fourth Missouri Cavalry. 
”% Albert Wallber, adjutant Twenty-sixth Wisconsin Infantry. 
.8. N. S. McKeen, first lieutenant, Twenty-first Illinois Infantry. 
9. George M. Welles, second lieutenant, Highth Michigan Cavalry. 
ROBT. M. WEST, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


{Indorsement.] 
Major-General BUTLER: 


The above are the 9 officers just arrived at Williamsburg. 
I. J. WISTAR, 
Brigadier-General. 


=| 
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Brigadier-General WISTAR, 
Yorktown: 
Richmond papers of 12th, received, say 109 prisoners escaped, and 
that 25 were recaptured, none less than 20 miles from Richmond. | 
All of them must have crossed the Chickahominy. Have you any- | 
thing further in regard to them? Many of them must still be se- ) 


creted in the woods, 
J. W. SHAFFER, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


| 

| 

FEBRUARY 15, 1864. | 
ce 

| 

| 


YORKTOWN, February 15, 1864. 
Col. J. W. SHAFFER, ; 
Chief of Staff: 
Probably none of these prisoners recaptured had crossed the Chick- 
ahominy. Robertson’s cavalry and Holcombe’s Legion cavalry are 
both the other side of Chickahominy for that purpose, besides the 
infantry. There is no enemy this side, except Hume’s scouts, who 
keep off the main roads and know every path. My cavalry is out 
after the prisoners, and has been since the first came in. - It must go 
by detachments, of course, having to come back for forage, of which 
the country supplies none. If one-fourth the escaped prisoners get 
in it will surprise me, in the face of the regularly organized and 
long-prepared plan to prevent it. Fifteen have already come: 
I. J. WISTAR, 
Brigadier-General. 


GARNETT’S Mountain, February 16, 1864—2.30 p. m. 
Major-General NEwTon, and , 
CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, Army of the Potomac: 

A camp south-southwest from this point has moved ; do not know 
its strength. It was partially concealed by the woods behind the 
ridge. Cavalry still at the ford. No other change. The smoke 
seen at Thoroughfare on the 14th arose from a fire in the woods, 

WIGGINS, 
Signal Officer. 


OFFIcE Pro. MAr., Hpqgrs. 1st Div., DEPT. or W. Va., 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., February 16, 1864. 
Capt. W1LL1AM M. Boons, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Captain: I have the honor to report that I have examined James 
Smith, Company C, Gilmor’s battalion. He had been in theservice 
only six weeks, and was one of the party who robbed the train on 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. The expedition was commanded 
by Gilmor in person. They started from Mount Jackson with 27 
mounted and 19 dismounted men; the dismounted men were left 
near White Post, while the mounted men moved on toward the rail- 
road. Shortly after a messenger returned with orders for the dis- 
mounted men to proceed up the valley as quickly as possible. Smith 
states he was dismounted and did not go to the railroad. He reports 


P rae 
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Gilmor about 150 to 200 strong and encamped near Mount Jackson. 
Before joining Gilmor he had been in the rebel navy. He reports 
three gun-boats about Richmond, viz, the Richmond, the Freder- 
icksburg, and the Virginia. The Richmond mounts four guns; the 
other two had not their guns on board. Smith refused to give any 
further information this morning. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. B. HAMILTON, 
Lieut. Col. and Asst. Provost-Marshal of Division. 


[Indorsement. ] 


° 


Hopagrs. First Division, DrEpr. of WEST VIRGINIA, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., February 16, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded for the information of the commanding 
general, 

I place but little reliance in the man’s statement, except so far as 
to the number of the raiders, as it is shown that only about 10 men 
actually participated in the robbery. 

J. C. SULLIVAN, 


Brigadier-General. 


Hpgrs. SECOND Diviston, DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
New Creek, W. Va., February 16, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 

Asst, Adjt. Gen., Dept. of West Virginia, Cumberland, Md.: 
Caprain : The loss of the First Virginia Infantry and the Fourth 
West Virginia Cavalry materially weakens this point, and the ab- 
sence of Colonel Thoburn, always efficient, leaves the Second Bri- 
gade without a competent commander. Could not a regiment with 
an active, intelligent senior colonel be ordered to this point, in order 
that its strength be increased and the brigade properly commanded ? 


Respectfully, JAS. A. MULLIGAN 
ni: Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS Outposts, February 16, 1864. 
Captain JUDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of General Palmer’s tele- 
gram with reference to change of troops here. Of course I will hold 
this front even with a corporal’s guard as long as I can, but I would 
‘rather have 100 men to remain than 300 to be changed as proposed. 
However, I presume good reasons exist to make this frequent chang- 
ing necessary. If, however, the reason is that a senior officer to 
myself would have to besent with a permanent force, or the command- 
ing general has the least hesitation to increase my command, I re- 
spectfully assure the commanding general that Ishall be happy to 
serve under any officer by him deemed more competent or more en- 
titled to command this important front, thereby making this front 
safe against any raids of the enemy. Raids on these outposts, I 
think, will in the future be the extent of the enemy’s operations. 

P. J. CLAASSEN, 
Colonel, Commanding Outposts, 


| 


{ 
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HEADQUARTERS FirrH ARMY Corps, 
February 17, 1864. 


Brigadier-General CRAWFORD, 
Commanding Third Division : ; 
GENERAL: In your daily memoranda of the 14th instant you 
report a skirmish between a party of the Thirteenth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry and the enemy, in which Major Larrimer was killed. In 
that report mention is made of the misbehavior of the main body of | 
*the Thirteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, who, it is stated, could not be | 
prevailed upon to leave the bridge. The major-general command- | 
ing directs me to say that if you are not already engaged in prepar- 
ing a report of that affair, you will please do so as soon as practica- 
ble, giving a full statement of all the circumstances in the case, and 
the names of the officers with this detachment whose conduct was 

cowardly. 

Tam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
FRED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpers. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 17, 1864. 
Brigadier-General GREGG, 
Commanding Second Cavalry Division : 


GENERAL: The commanding general directs that you send a suf. 
ficient force of your command at once, for the purpose of capturing 
Mosby and his party, who are to be at Markham to-night. 

The prisoner Cornwell will give you information as to where 
Mosby will be found. The officer in charge of the party will take 
with him the prisoner, and if he should lead your party into a trap he 
will be shot. It is believed that the prisoner’s statement is reliable, — 
and you are directed to question him. After the party returns, 
Cornwell will at once be sent to these headquarters. 

The general directs that you will send the party as soon as possi- 
ble, in order that they may arrive at Markham during the night. 
Please report by telegraph as soon as the party returns. 

IT am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
K. B. PARSONS, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 17, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper's Ferry : 

Do not act on your suggestion by letter yesterday till I can get the 
views of the General-in-Chief in regard to the matter. ‘In the mean 
time keep your scouts active. I suggest you send infantry scouts 
up both sides of the Shenandoah Valley, as far at least as Berry’s 
Ferry. I forwarded your application to Washington. Nothing 
new. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 
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Hpgrs. FourtH Division, Dept. or WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, February 17, 1864. 
_Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Cumberland : 


Hagans has come in; saw no enemy. Reports arumor that 125 
rebel cavalry passed through Wardensville day before yesterday 
‘toward Paw Paw. Could not ascertain the truth of it. 
WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hogrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
fort Monroe, February 17, 1864. 
- Maj. Gen. Joun J. Puck, 
Commanding Department of North Carolina : 

GENERAL: Send a flag of truce to the rebel forces and notify them 
that if the members of the North Carolina regiment who have been 
captured are not treated as prisoners of war we shall enforce the 
strictest retaliation, and that I hold 2 colonels, 2 lieutenant-colonels, 
2 majors, and 2 captains as hostages for their safety. But say also to 
General Pickett that I have refrained from putting these men in 
close confinement, because I do not believe the story that any harm 
is intended to the officers and men of the Second North Carolina 
Regiment. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Ba HU) LEER. 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. FoRcES AND DEFENSES OF NEW BERNE, 
New Berne, N. C., February 17, 1864. 
Col. P. J. CLAASSEN, 
Commanding Outpost : 

CoLONEL : The general commanding directs me to say that he 
wishes efforts made to find a road he is certain exists, that is, some 
route from Beech Grove to a point on the Neuse road, in rear of the 
crossing of that road with the Washington road. He is of the 
opinion that it will be found between the Washington road and the 
Neuse River, and probably between that road at Batchelder’s and 
Thoroughfare Creeks. Had this road been known a few days since 

, our artillery and infantry might perhaps have escaped from Beech 
Grove. In case the enemy again occupy the Washington road, it 
may be of the greatest value to the picket at Beech Grove to know 
of some line of retreat to New Berne other than by the Washington 
or Batchelder’s Creek and Neuse roads. At the earliest possible day, 
therefore, the general wishes you to send Lieutenant Wells or some 
other competent officer to investigate this. Should no path be found, 
the officer will be directed to see whether a road, practicable at least 
for infantry, could not be cut through the woods without too much 
labor. Should it be considered then to have any work of this kind 
done the general will send you a gang of contrabands to perform 
the labor. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. JUDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Hpgrs. Forces AND DEFENSES OF NEW BERNE, 
New Berne, N. C., February 17, 1864. 


Col. CHaRLes L. UPHAM, 
Fifteenth Connecticut Volunteer Infantry : 
CoLONEL: The general commanding directs me to send you the 
following instructions for the pickets at Jack’s and railroad bridges,| 
Copies of these orders in each case will be placed in the hands of thé 
corporal of the picket, to be by him turned over to the relief: 
| 


JACK’S BRIDGE. 


One man will be constantly on post, with his arms. During the: 
day all commissioned officers and all enlisted men with proper passes | 
will be permitted to cross the bridge. All Government teams will | 
bé allowed to pass without passes. All logging and other gangs of | 
contrabands going to and coming from their daily labor will be per- | 
mitted to pass without special passes in each case. All male contra- | 
bands alone can only cross when provided with passes from the | 
provost-marshal.. No colored women nor children will be permitted 
to pass at any time, under any pretense. No clothing nor furniture 
belonging to contrabands will be allowed to cross at any time, inas- 
much as the introduction of such property into town is very apt to 
cause some sickness. 

At night the guards will be instructed to take up at least 15 feet of 
the bridge in the center, piling the planking across the road in rear 
of the bridge. It will be replaced after reveille. The countersign 
will be given the guard by the general officer of the day, and all 
persons will be passed with it. Mounted or foot orderlies will always 
be passed day and night upon presenting passes that have been ap- 
proved at these headquarters. Government trains will be passed at 
any hour of the night, provided the persons in charge have either 
the countersign or a proper pass approved as above. 


RAILROAD BRIDGE. 


All orders applicable to Jack’s Bridge are applicable here, except 
that no teams will be allowed to cross, except under circumstances 
of the most urgent character. The guard should at all times, and 
especially at night, be on the alert to prevent evil-disposed persons 
from attempting to fire the bridge. The general commanding directs 
that in future an officer of your command be designated to look after 
this picket occasionally and see that they do their duty properly. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. JUDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAG, 
February 18, 1864—10 p.m. (Received 11.15 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK : 

General Pleasonton, chief of cavalry, reports that a scouting party 
sent from General Gregg’s command at Warrenton captured to-day 
at Piedmont 28 of Mosby’s men. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 


Major-General, Commanding, 


=. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 18, 1864. (Received 10.30 a. m.) 
— Major VINCENT, 
P Assistant Adjutant-General- 
__ IL have the honor to report that the total number of re-enlistments 
inthis army up to and including the 15th instant was 23,460. 
i : GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL arate Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
No. 4. February 18, 1864. 

I. Paragraph I, of General Orders, No. 40, of April 10, 1863, from 

these headquarters, is modified as follows :* 
__ All prisoners, deserters, contrabands, and refugees coming within 
the lines of this army will be sent, under proper guard, to the pro- 
vost-marshal-general, without other examination than that provided 
for in paragraph 1 of General Orders, No. 72, of February 26, 1862. 
All persons other than the above-named, excepting those provided 
with the passes required by paragraph VIII of General Orders, No. 
10, of February 7, 1863, applying for admission within the lines, on 
any pretense whatsoever, will be detained at the outer pickets until 
their applications shall have been acted upon at these headquarters. 

Il. The requirements of section 1, paragraph IX, of General 
Orders, No. 27, March 14, 1863, will be strictly complied with, and 
the persons therein named will not be brought within the lines of 
this army unless there is reasonable cause to believe that their 
detention will be permanent. 

III. Corps commanders are hereby authorized to pass the picket- 
lines whenever and wherever, in the performance of their duty, it 
may become necessary. 

By command of Major-General Meade : 

Ss. F. BARSTOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 


February 18, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. W. KESTER, 
' Commanding First New Jersey: 
CoLONEL: The general commanding directs that, with 300 men 
_ placed under your command, you will proceed to-night at 10 o’clock 
to Markham and Paris and vicinity, where it is reported bands of 
guerrillas have their headquarters. Every effort will be made to 
- capture or destroy the leaders and men composing these bands. 
~The guide who will accompany you is familiar with the country 
and reported to be worthy of confidence. In searching houses 
supposed to contain guerrillas, all injury to era wi be avoided. 
In making your dispositions, suggestions of the guide will be valu- 
able. It is expected that your command will return to camp to- 
morrow evening. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. MoM. GREGG, | 
Brigadier-General of Vols., Comdg. Second Division. 


* See Vol. XXV, Part Il, p. 197, 
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CUMBERLAND, Mp., February 18, 1864. 
(Received 3.40 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff: 
Lieutenant-Colonel Hall, commanding at Beverly, reports the 
return of a scout from Webster County with 17 prisoners, among 


the number the notorious guerrilla chief Dan. Dusky; also one from*| 
Pocahontas County with 5 prisoners, of which one is Major Adams, | 


of the Forty-second Virginia (rebel) Infantry. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., February 18, 1864—1.15 p. m. 


Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper's Ferry: 


It is reported that the fords of the Potomac between the mouth of 
the Monocacy and the Point of Rocks are practicable, and left un- 
cuarded, thus opening Maryland to raids of rebel cavalry. Please 


see to this immediately. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


BUCKHANNON, W. VA., February 18, 1864. 
General KELLEY . 


Str: We, the undersigned citizens of Upshur County, beg leave 
to suggest that our military force be strengthened at this place. All 
that we hold dear and valuable is here, and if we even desired, our 
effects are not portable. We learn from refugees and deserters that 
the enemy are preparing fora raid upon us. Therefore, in view of 
our exposed position, ask that you increase your force at this place. 

ost respectfully, &c., 
C. P. ROHRBOUGH, 
Postmaster, 
[And 75 others. | 


Hopgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
February 18, 1864. 
Brigadier-General HECKMAN, 
Getty’s Station: 


We have been compelled to send Third New York Cavalry to 
North Carolina, leaving but two regiments on the Peninsula. I had 
hoped that you would be able to relieve Ledlie’s brigade when you 
received One hundred and eighteenth and One hundred and thirty- 
ninth [New York] Infantry and Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry. If, 
however, you do not consider your position safe, we will try and send 
you part of another regiment of cavalry. 

J. W. SHAFFER, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


{ 
| 
{ 
| 


| 
| 


| 


{ 
| 
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Colonel SHAFFER: 


‘ 
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GetTtTy’s Station, February 18, 1864. 


If you will send me the cavalry, that, with the One hundred and 
thirty-ninth New York Volunteers, will be ample to relieve General 
Ledlie. I cannot spare the One hundred and eighteenth, as I have 


_ not sufficient force to make my outposts sufficiently strong. I will 
order the One hundred and thirty-ninth to report to General Ledlie 


immediately. . 
C. A. HECKMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NortTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., February 18, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. Butier, 
Comdg. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina: 

GENERAL: On receiving most reliable information of the organi- 
zation of a naval brigade for opening the sounds, with the aid of the 
rams in the Neuse and Roanoke Rivers, I directed the blocking up of 
the Neuse with old hulks within range of our batteries. This work 
is now in progress. I then proceeded to Little Washington and per- 
fected similar arrangements in the Tar River, and fully advised all 
the authorities of the rebel plans, and gave the necessary orders for 
foiling them to the extent of our means. 

At Plymouth, General Wessells and Captain Flusser advised me 
that the ram near Halifax was not yet ready. Captain Flusser said 
he could not sink the hulks without orders from Admiral Lee. He 
applied for such authority, and I presume it will be granted promptly. 
If not, I shall send something for the purpose, if it can be found. 

Since my return I have’examined men respecting the ram at Kins- 
ton, and their information is positive, reliable, and confirmatory of 
what I had advised. you. The ram is to be sent down on the next 
high water. The engine has been taken from Pugh’s Mills, and was 
once in a factory in this city. 

Major Wood, who commanded the party that boarded and burned 
the Underwriter (gun-boat), is a grandson of our late ex-President 
Taylor. 

sf I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, February 19, 1864. 


Major BARSTow, 


Assistant Adjutant-General : 

The Secretary of War has placed under my immediate orders all 
regiments now absent from the army for the purpose of reorganiza- 
tion, and has authorized my ordering back all such as are overdue. 
I wish you therefore to issue an order directing the immediate return 
of all regiments overdue ten days, stating the order is issued by 
authority of the Secretary of War. Send copies to the governors 
of States, superintendents of recruiting service, and to the colonels 


lk GEO, G. MEADE 
Major-General, 
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Pony Mountain, February 19, 1864—5.30 p. m. 
Captain Norton : 
Enemy are building two lunettes on bluff below Raccoon Ford ; 


also extending new line on each side of road leading«from Morton’s | 
Ford. No change in enemy’s camp. 


; BARTLEY. 


HEADQUARTERS FirrH ARMY CORPS, 
February 19, 1864. 


General 8. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


GENERAL: The regiments from this corps on duty at Alexandria | 
are the Eleventh U. 8. Infantry, the Forty-fourth New York Vol- | 
unteers, and the Fifth Regiment Pennsylvania Reserve Corps. I | 
am. very much opposed to these troops being under the control of — 
the commander at Alexandria, and was always averse to their being 
sent there. It seems to me that the duty they are required to per- 
form could be quite as well performed stationed with their divisions 
as at Alexandria. One brigade of the Third Division has been kept 
about Washington since last July, and I cannot get it in the field. 
The three regiments now about to be placed under General Briggs 
will in all probability share the same fate. Surely the regimental 
commanders can control the discipline and police of their troops. I 
have great difficulty now in getting returns, reports, &c., from these 
regiments, owing to their remote stations. If the order indicated in 
your telegram is issued, am I to retain these regiments on my returns 
or not? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


GEO. SYKKS, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, February 19, 1864. 
Brigadier-General CuLLUM, 


Chief of Staff, Washington : 


A detachment of the Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania and Twelfth Vir- 
ginia, commanded by Captain Smith, of the former regiment, returned 
this evening from a scout in Hampshire and Hardy Counties. They 
bring in Captain Kuykendall and Lieutenant Inskeep, of the Seventh 
Virginia (rebel) Cavalry. Both captured near their homes in Hamp- 
shire County. Nothing new, Weather exceedingly cold. 

BKC 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS NORTHERN DEPARTMENT, 
Columbus, Ohio, February 19, 1864. 
Brig. Gen, B. F. KeLuery, 


Comdg. Dept. of West Virginia, Cumberland, Mad. : 
GENERAL: I have just had an interview with Governor Brough, 
of Ohio, whe has some information of a raid soon to be attempted 


“sh 
- Caap. XLV.) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 575 


from a rebel force to assemble, or already assembling, at Salem, 
_ Roanoke County, Va., to move on Gallipolis, or, perhaps of greater 
_ dimensions, to cross the Ohio at several places and commit depreda- 
tions and burn bridges.and destroy railroads. 
_ Will you please inform me whether you have any information to 
_ justify any alarm, and whether there is any force in position to in- 
tercept or prevent such a raid. The force now at Gallipolis is 
entirely inadequate to joe the stores at that point, even from an 
_ ordinary sized band of guerrillas. The force at my disposal is so 
scattered it would take some time to collect it, and then it would be 
entirely inadequate to repel any organized force of any magnitude. 
Tl inclose a paragraph cut from a newspaper giving another account. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
z 5. P. HEINTZELMAN, 
Major-General. 


{Inclosure. ] 


A correspondent of the Herald at Gallipolis, Ohio, informs me 
that he has had an interview with Mr. Wyshart, a fugitive and re- 
cent conscript from near Jefferson, N. C., and that Mr. W. gives 
some important information, as follows: 

About three weeks ago over thirty new, long, narrow, and open 
boxes, corked and tarred and made pointed at one end, were sent to 
Wytheville, in Wythe County, Western Virginia. These boxes were 
styled pontoons. Officers had arrived and sent out men to collect 
strong, light wagons and good horses from the farmers of the neigh- 
borhood. 

It was whispered among military men that there would soon be a 
raid made into Ohio, and that the pontoons referred to would be 
drawn overland to either the New or Kanawha River, and worked 

and floated down the Ohio, and that the same would be crossed at 
two points, one column going by way of Barboursville and Guyan- 
dotte. It was rumored and expected that troops would arrive for 
concentration from both the Eastern and Western rebel armies. 

In regard to the above report, I can only say that rumors have 
been in circulation for some time past of mysterious movements on 
the line of the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
3 Fort Monroe, February 19, 1864. 

Brigadier-General HECKMAN, 

: Getty’s Line : 

~ You will make such disposition of the troops under your command 
as you deem best. It was not the intention to direct that any par- 
ticular regiment should go to Ledie. The two regiments were sent 
that you might be enabled to relieve the veterans. I would suggest 
that you send a regiment with a good commanding officer, as Ledlie 


may be granted leave of absence, 
yi , J. W. SHAFFER, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 

Fort Monroe, February 19, 1864. 

Brigadier-General HECKMAN, Geity’s Station: | 

I have ordered Baker’s District of Columbia Cavalry, about 350 

men, well armed, from Newport News, to report to you. Will you, 

please arrange as soon as possible to get the veterans of Ledlie’s bri- 
gade relieved, that they may go North. 

; J. W. SHAFFER, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


Hpgrs. Forces AND DEFENSES OF NEW BERNE, 
New Berne, N. C., February 19, 1864. 
Maj. BENJAMIN B. FOSTER, . 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Army and Dist. of North Carolina: 1 
Magor: I have the honor to transmit a statement in detail of the | 
strength and disposition of the forces under my command, as re- | 
quested in your note of the 10th instant : | 


Cavalry. 
Men 
Twelfth Regiment New York Volunteer Cavalry, Col. James W. Savage (eight 
companies) : 
Companies A, C,H,and M, stationed at Camp Palmer ............ 210 
Companies Hand G, stationed at Rock Run................-.+--- 108 
Company K, stationed at. Brice’s Creek ..............020ec0esse0 35 
Company L, stationed at Batchelder’s Creek..............,........ 47 
Moraes wee ees ry NE pee haan viet eee 400 
Third Regiment New York Volunteer Cavalry, Lieut. Col. George W. Lewis 
(ive.companies), stationed at\Grove Camp. .a-. s.02een asee ns een eee 207 
Artillery. 
Third Regiment New York Light Artillery, Col. Charles H. Stewart (four 
batteries present): Batteries C, E, I, and K, stationed in New Berne...... 438 
Fifth Regiment Rhode Island Heavy Artillery, Col. Henry T. Sisson (seven com- 
panies present) : 
Company B/ stationed at Fort Spmola:.......5.5....000secee eee oe 62 
Companies D and. I, stationed at Fort Totten.....................- 86 
Company F, stationed at Fort Rowan................... sated shisha te 55 
CompanyiG. stationed ab Yori Amory... .9s.6 cso elenin oandeceiien 45 
Company H, stationed at Fort Stevenson......................--- 43 
Companies Ky stablonediat Monruy Gaston. eee nite 34 
BR ObA Perse elie sistant tenets e meptterc tomate eae vate oa eke cates cee ee 825 
Second Battalion Second Massachusetts Heavy Artillery (two companies), sta~ 
On ec ata Orie OLLO Mv. 8. /atgs co tear eel easel cee a eee 210 
Infantry. 
Seventeenth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, Col. T, J.C. Amory 
(ten companies present) : 
Five companies on provost-guard duty............+c---...1+. +s. 226 
Five companies in rear of Fort Totten.............. Woes amos 
De eters ss te, ha ee Se inca RETAMOR Creche Pcie ee tooing 5-5. 8S 
One hundred and thirty-second Regiment New York Volunteer Infantry, 
Col. P. J. Claassen (ten companies), stationed at Batchelder’s Creek,....... 4% 
Ninety-ninth Regiment New York Volunteer Infantry, Col. D. W. Wardrop 
(ten. companies), stationed at New Berne ...............00.. cece ccceeeeeey 372 


i it ogc ohana ae i peta eg SOL 
One company stationed at Fort Chagecsssscitcorrserererereerites OQ 


aad 


Total VETPPPTCEUECP PETE UTE gyri se per epee ey eeeereny ype eeregg 48 


- 
is 
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Pineteonth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, Lieut. Col. R. M. Strong 
(ten Companies) : 


Hight companies stationed in New Berne, south side Trent River.. 363 
One company stationed at Evans’ Mills.............5......0000005 57 
One company stationed at Brice’s Creek............0..ceceeevceees 41 
NOGA ERR R RM ee Se a cre ekele ale: suserle secslats'h ¢ sletnieciae we qemtommutnlnee sk 
Fifteenth Regiment Connecticut Volunteer Infantry, Col. Charles L. Upham 
(ten companies), stationed in New Berne fair-grounds .................... 
Twenty-first Regiment Connecticut Volunteer Infantry, Col. A. H. Dutton 
(ten companies), StationedhineNe wy Berne, 6 .1.sh at ners cccc: cals ose Sore renee 


First Regiment U. 8. Colored Infantry (ten companies), stationed in New 
Berne, ‘south Bday rem RL VELr a taeye tte eet ay idee mene es hiseral oie. gd eagneneane 


Armament of forts. 


4 


61 


477 


Fort Anderson: One 32-pounder rifle; three 32-pounders, smooth; one 32-pounder 


carronade ; one 24-pounder howitzer ; one 12-pounder howitzer. 


Fort Rowan: One 100-pounder Parrott; two 82-pounders, long ; one 38-inch rifle, 


“brass; one 38-inch rifle, steel; two 8-inch mortars. 
Fort Stevenson : One 32-pounder rifle; four 32-pounders, long. 
Fort Gaston : Four 32-pounders, long; three 32-pounders, short. 


Fort Totten : Four 32-pounder howitzers ; nine 82-pounders, long; two 32-pounder 
rifles ; nine 32-pounder carronades ; one 8- inch Columbiad ; two 8-inch mortars. 


Fort Amory : Three 32-pounders, long. 

Fort Spinola : Six 32-pounders, long ; two 32-pounder rifles. 
Fort Chase: Three 24- pounders, 

Monitor Car: Batchelder’s Creek, two Wiards, 2.6. 


Third Regiment New York Volunteer Artillery : Ten pieces, 3-inch ; four pieces, 


8.67-inch ; six pieces, 4.62-inch. 
Recapitulation of troops. 


12th Regiment New York Volunteer Cavalry............-..0..sceeeeeeeees 
3d Regiment New York Volunteer Cavalry. .............c. eee ceeceeccees 
3d, Regiment New York VolunteerArtillery ................ sees eee ee eee 
Hb negiment node; Island Amtillery jo.% cis 4. ets chs ayss's arate «ep ctalterse aes 
Detachment Second Madvertinacts Heavy Artillery. wren ee es 

17th Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry.......>...............0-- 
a mNewe ork Volunteer, [ntantry sor tee ce ses ctac es coe «ch viens Soe ately cease jetels 
sotheNewavorkav olunteer Infantry sf. nqssee occu tes octse.e s Weicien selepy oie ckts 
oda NevweVOrk ey olunteer Lntamtr yen. sate «cr-s.epacmewice stake oole iclecsaepine coins 
HO OMVVSCONSUUN AV. OLUMCECT LIAN UR Vendo ates soe 0s/ dino 6 ar s-euscb.o ons Glieleys sre. simeeneiecturee 
Hoth Connectcuvevolunteer Infantry «ys dse sca e cn oc o Por ean Gates: 
Pistecounecticuy Volunteer, Infantry... tienes) lexus on eas eens: tareteae oe tle 
Steen Son C OlOred Wntan Wry tector sels nis cele arenes cisieig-sid eae dh ss Kee eee trees 


Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 


ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


February 20, 1864—6 p.m. (Received 6 p. m.) 


D. H. RucKER, 
Washington: 


Please send 10 gallons turpentine, in very strong 2-gallon cans, and 
100 pounds oakum to Capt. P. P. Pitkin, assistant: quartermaster 
Brandy Station, to-morrow. These articles are wanted for impor- 


tant and immediate use. 
RUFUS INGALLS, 


Chief Quartermaster, 


a Ben VOLESX KIT 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

February 20, 1864. | 

Major-General SEDGWICK : : 
Have heard nothing in regard to the pee of General French last 
night. Have just telegraphed General Pleasonton inquiring. | 
A, A. HUMPHREYS;a 

Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

: February 20, 1864. 

Major-General SEDGWICK : 
General Pleasonton reports that the reconnaissance sent out this | 

morning report the woods on fire, but no enemy are to be seen or | 


found. | 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, | 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. | 


FEBRUARY 20, 1864—11 a. m. 
Captain PAINE: 

The officer in charge of picket reports a large column of smoke 
seen yesterday at 11 a. m. 6 miles in his front, on Sperryville pike ; 
also, at 9 p. m., saw several large fires 4 miles to right of Sperryville 
pike and about 8 miles from Culpeper. Did Bartley see either of 
the above? If not, look this a. m. for smoke where the fires were 
last night. Report upon this immediately. There may be some 
scouting party of the enemy in that neighborhood. 

: NORTON. 


CULPEPER, February 20, 1864. 
Col. C. R. SmitrH, 


Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 

The reconnaissance sent out to find out the cause of fires seen to 
the left of General Birney’s line reports fires caused by burning of 
grass in that neighborhood in direction Slate Mills and Amissville. 
No force of enemy there, nor signs of any. A few mounted men, 
and nothing more, seen. 

W. MERRITT, 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 


rats Washington, February 20, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY, 


Cumberland: 

GENERAL: The Secretary of War directs that you report your 
losses of men, animals, transportation, ordnance, quartermaster’s, 
and commissary stores in the last two movements of the rebel forces 
in West Virginia, and also, so far as you have means of knowing, 
the captures from and losses of the enemy in these operations. 


~ 
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The Secretary also desires you to report fully the circumstances of 
the capture by the enemy of any of your trains; what was the extent 
of each of these captures; in what manner and with what force they 
were convoyed ; who commanded the convoys; through whose fault, 
if any, the captures were made. Also what damage was done by 
the enemy to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and what bridges 
were destroyed or injured ; whether such bridges were protected by 
block-houses or otherwise, and through whose fault, if any, the 
injury occurred. 

It is reported that the enemy captured in recent raids and drove 
off from West Virginia a large number of cattle, sheep, and other 
animals belonging to private individuals. The Secretary desires 
that you report such information as you may have of these captures, 
and also what measures were taken to prevent them and to recover 
the property after capture. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., February 20, 1864—9 p. m. 
(Received 9.20 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General CuLLuM, Chief of Staff: 

General Sullivan reports that one of his cavalry scouts has just 
returned, bringing in 16 prisoners (3 rebel officers), all captured near 
Piedmont Station, in Fauquier County. There is a great number 
of officers and men now home on furlough in the border counties of 
Virginia. My scouting parties are active, capturing more or less 


every day. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 20, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, Harper’s Ferry: 

T cannot godown to-morrow. Will try and be with you on Wednes- 
day. I gave orders in regard to coal. I suggest for your considera- 
tion the establishing a chain of infantry pickets from the Shenandoah 

_ River, via Charlestown, to Leetown (to connect with the pickets from 
- Martinsburg at the latter place), with cavalry vedettes. It will pre- 
vent the sons of farmers in the neighborhood who belong to the rebel 
army from coming here in citizens’ dress one at a time until they are 
strong enough to rob and steal, or stop and rob trains. 
. B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 20, 1864—9 p. m. 
Brigadier-General Crook, Charleston ; 
Keep your scouting parties out and active. There are great num- 
bers of rebels home on furlough in all the border counties, and many 


of them can be captured if scouts are vigilant. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 
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Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NoRTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., February 20, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 
Comdg. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina : 


GENERAL : I have the honor to acknowledge your communication 
of the 17th, and to state that on the same day Laddressed you I wrote 
General Pickett, giving him a list of loyal North Carolinians who 
had enlisted in the Second North Carolina Regiment, and demanded 


they should be treated as prisoners of war. I will write again as | 


indicated by you. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J; PHCK? 
Major-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, February 20, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. JoHn J. PECK, 
North Carolina : 


GENERAL: I have received the inclosed from Admiral Lee. Of 
course if you desire to sink the light boats for obstructions in the 
river, sink them, because I do [not] mean to cripple you or to inter- 
fere with your judgment as to means of defense; but I believe Ply- 
mouth is as safe as Fortress Monroe, provided you keep from being 
surprised. I don’t believe in the iron-clad arrangement, and if you 
cannot deal with her from the point we visited together with your 
200-pounder Parrott I shall be very much surprised. I do not think 
your danger, if any, liesthere. The possibility of capture lies in this, 
or at least this is the way I should undertake to capture Plymouth 
if I had that iron-clad and was at- Halifax: I should get plenty of 
barges and launches and come floating silently down in the night, 
land just above your obstructions, and seize your fort with the 200- 
peanier Parrott before your sleepy sentinel woke up, and then bring 

own my iron-clad, keeping your navy below by means of your fort 
and Parrott. 

At Halifax the rebels are preparing a sort of naval flotilla of 
barges, and I [have] no doubt for this purpose. ‘* Forewarned, fore- 
armed.” Iwould suggest one of your smallest and quickest steam- 
boats above the obstructions far enough to give the alarm, with a 
wide-awake man on board. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
. Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure.] 


U. S. FLac-suip MINNEsoTA, 
Off Newport News, Va., February 20, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 
Comdg. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina ! 
GENERAL: I am informed by Lieutenant-Commander Flusser, U. 
S. steamer Miami, that General Peck desires the senior naval officer 
at Plymouth to sink the two light boats now there in the opening in 
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the piling obstructions above the town. I would suggest that the 
defense of obstructions should be left to the military authorities, 
and, if thought necessary by them, conducted by their engineers. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 
how 


Commanding North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. 


ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE PoTOMAG, 
February 21, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff : 

GENERAL: If view of a probable reorganization of this army, I 
ae the honor to submit the following suggestions as to the artil- 

ery-: 

- First. That an officer of suitable rank to command it, with a proper 
allowance of field officers, should be furnished to the artillery of 
each corps. 

Second. That a suitable force be attached to the artillery to fur- 
nish the guards, escorts, working parties, details, &c., the whole to 
be under the command of the chief of artillery of the corps. 

Third. That the ammunition column, at least of the artillery, be 
always under the command of an officer responsible to the chief of 
artillery for its condition and safety and for the supply of ammuni- 
tion. I would further urge that the artillery ammunition be trans- 
ported in caissons, if they can be obtained, and would suggest the 
propriety of placing the infantry ammunition in the same column 
and of using caissons also for that. 

In regard to the first proposition, the orders now in force depriving 
the field artillery of field officers have been the cause of much trouble, 
difficulty, and injury to the public service. The artillery brigades 
of the corps have been.commanded mostly by captains, who have 
been removed from their appropriate commands and duties, to the 
injury of their batteries, to exercise commands and functions far 
above their rank. 

In every army with the organization of whose artillery I am ac- 
quainted there is a field officer to every two batteries (constituting a 
division), and other superior officers for every two or more divisions. 
In the British service, for instance, a brigade consists of 1 colonel 
commandant (a major-general), 2 colonels, 4 lieutenant-colonels, and 

18 batteries, with the proper staff, exclusive of the battery officers. 
Our own tactics require a colonel or lieutenant-colonel and two majors 
for four batteries serving together, with an adjutant and two assistant 
adjutants. The policy of depriving us of field and partially of com- 
pany officers has injured the efficiency and doubled the labor of 
artillery commanders. The artillery in battle covers a great deal of 
ground, and requires more supervision than infantry. The batteries 
are often necessarily, from the formation of the ground, separated by 
wide intervals, and yet they must work in harmony for a given ob- 
ject. Without officers to supervise and direct them this is almost 
impracticable. After a battle the batteries must be refitted, supplied 
with ammunition, repairs effected, and placed in condition for serv- 
ice on the march by dawn of the next day. This sometimes involves 
almost a reorganization. It cannot be well done without officers. 
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I called attention specially to the subject in my reports of the bat- 
tles of Ghantelasenl and of Gettysburg. In the first battle, for 
the artillery of the army (412 guns, 980 artillery carriages, 9,543 men, 
8,544 horses, besides their large ammunition trains, and these dis- 
tributed throughout the army), I had but five field officers, and these, 
for the want of disposable battery officers, had miserably inefficient 
staffs. In the Gettysburg campaign, with sixty-seven batteries (372 
guns, 320 of which were on the field, with over 8,000 men and 7,000 
horses, and the necessary material pertaining to them), I had in the 
whole army but one general officer (commanding the artillery re- 


serve) and four field officers. Of the seven corps present the artil- | 


lery of three corps was commanded by captains, and that of one corps 
by a young lieutenant. Both brigades of horse artillery were com- 
manded by captains. These facts need no comment, yet those ony 
who were charged with the management of such a force with so little 
aid can fully appreciate the evils and difficulties to which they led. 

Second. The force asked for as guards, &c., can best be furnished 
by assigning to this army two or three additional regiments of foot 
artillery, from which the details for all purposes can be made by the 
chief of artillery, and this arm be reheved from its present depend- 
ence on the infantry. The duties must be performed and men are 
required to perform them. It is now done by drawing from time to 
time regiments from infantry brigades and the assignment of men 
from regiments to serve as drivers and cannoneers in the batteries, 
to the injury of both branches of the service and a continual struggle 
and ill feeling between them, ° 

Third. The assignment of these regiments of foot artillery will 
allow provision to be made for the third proposition, and if suitable 
regiments are designated will do much to correct the evils for which 
the first proposition provides. 

Many of our best officers of field artillery have left that arm to 
accept the promotion in foot artillery and elsewhere that they could 
not obtain in their own branch of the service. If the regiments of 
such officers or regiments that could be raised by them (Lieutenant- 
Colonel Best, inspector-general, Twelfth Army Corps, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Morgan, inspector-general, Second Army Corps, and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Platt, judge-advocate of this army, for example) were 
assigned to duty in the field, they would furnish them good chiefs 
of artillery and the necessary details, &c. 

In relation to the use of caissons for ammunition, I inclose copy of 
a letter addressed by me to Brigadier-General Ingalls, dated Septem- 
ber 30, 1863.* Each caisson for infantry ammunition will carry in 
its three chests as much ammunition as 6 horses can haul. and I 
think that 27,000 rounds can easily be packed in the chests. ’ These 
caissons can_be driven, guarded, and served by companies of foot 
artillery, and can be driven upon the field and regiments and bri- 
gades supplied whilst under fire. The want of such an organization 
is to be read in the reports of troops leaving the field for want of 
ammunition. By law chiefs of artillery of divisions and corps are 
ex-officio chiefs of ordnance for the troops to which they are attached, 
and the supply of ammunition on the field could be properly required 
of them if the means of performing the duty were supplied them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY J. HUNT, 
Brig. Gen., Chief of Artillery, Army of the Potomac. 


*See Vol. XXIX, Part IT, p. 237. 


| 
: 
| 
| 
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Hpqrs. Second Division, DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
New Creek, W. Va., February 21, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of West Virginia: 

CaPpTAIN: That the general commanding may be informed, I have 
the honor to report that the Irish Brigade, Twenty-third [Tllinois] 
Infantry, a section of Carlin’s battery, and two companies of the 
Ringgold Battalion moved this day to permanently occupy Green- 
land Gap. 

Faithfully, 
JAS. A. MULLIGAN, 
Colonel. 


CUMBERLAND, February 21, 1864. 
Colonel Mutuican, New Creek: 

A refugee reports Imboden passing through Staunton a few days 
since, going toward Monterey, with 2,000 men and artillery. Send a 
small mounted scout up on the west side of Knobly Mountain and 
communicate with Captain Harper, of the ‘‘ Swamps,” and learn if he 
has any information of Imboden; if not, get him to send a scout to 
Crab Bottom for the purpose of ascertaining if Imboden is in that 


country or gone west. 
B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General, 


Hpors. 3p Bria., 2p Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Clarksburg, W. Va., February 21, 1864. 
Lieut. M. J. Russeiu, A. A. A. G., New Creek, W. Va.: 

LIEUTENANT: A rebel prisoner belonging to Echols’ command was 
brought into Bulltown to-day. His tale is as follows: 

He left about twenty-one days since. The command was then at 
Greenbrier bridge and numbered nearly 3,000 men, mostly infantry, 
and one battery. Jenkins was at Callahan’s Station, and reported to 
have 5,000 mounted men and one battery; McCausland at Princeton 
with three regiments; Jackson near Warm Springs. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. WILKINSON, 
‘Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
{Indorsement. ] 
Hpgrs. SECOND Div., DEPT. of WEST VIRGINIA, 
New Creek, W. Va., February 23, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded for information of the general command- 


‘ing department. 
JAS. A. MULLIGAN, 
Colonel. 


ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 22, 1864. 
General M. R. Patrick, 
Provost-Marshal-General, Army of the Potomac: 
GENERAL: The artillery of this army consists of one brigade 
attached to each corps d’armée, two brigades (six batteries each) of 
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horse artillery, which take turns for service with the cavalry, and 
the artillery ‘reserve proper, consisting of twelve batteries (field 
batteries and siege guns). The general ammunition train of the 
army and the Sixth New York Artillery as its guards are also under 
the command of the commander of the reserve. 

The brigade of horse artillery in reserve is placed under the orders 
of the commander of reserve artillery when not serving with troops. 
The whole command constitutes what in other armies would be 
called the grand park of the artillery, to which the reserve artillery 
is usually attached. The horse artillery is relieved by brigades, so 
that each brigade constitutes a unit. The brigades of horse artil- 
lery in reserve sometimes furnish temporary re-enforcements of bat- 
teries to the brigades in the field or when ordered for other purposes ; 
but as a rule the horse artillery serves and “s detailed by brigades. 

The mounted batteries (reserve artillery proper) are, for conven- 
ience, divided from time to time into two or more brigades. These 
brigades are not like those attached to corps, independent; they vary 
in strength and composition, according to their numbers, employ- 
ment, the number of disposable field officers, &c. 

My proposition, approved by you, as I understood, was to give to 
each unit of force 1 sutler, and but 1, viz: To each brigade attached 
to a corps, 1 sutler; to each brigade of horse artillery, 1 sutler ; to 
the Sixth New York Foot Artillery (a regiment of volunteers), 1 
sutler; to the mounted batteries constituting the reserve proper and 
for the train attached to it, 1 sutler. 

The sutlers are as follows, as now recognized : . 

1. Mercer Brown, appointed sutler in December, 1861, of the Artil- 
lery Reserve by the council of administration. Appointment ap- 
proved by me and, if I remember right, by General Barry, as chief 
of artillery, and General McClellan, commanding the army, under 
paragraph 214, General Regulations. 

2. A. Foulke, First Brigade of Horse Artillery (Robertson’s). 

3. John Nilan, Second Brigade of Horse Artillery (Graham’s). 

4. Thomas McCauly, Sixth New York Foot Artillery (Colonel 
Kitching). 

Artillery from the reserve is detailed for temporary service by 
batteries, not by brigades. If to occupy a position its sutler must 
provide for it, if necessary. If permanently transferred to a corps 
it enters the brigade of that corps, and of course is supplied by the 
corps sutler. There is no artillery in this army outside of the organ- 
izations named. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY J. HUNT, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Artillery. 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE PoToMAc, 
February 22, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. KILPATRICK, 
Commanding Third Division, Cavalry Corps: 


GENERAL: The attention of the general commanding having been 
called to letters written by E. A. Paul, the correspondent of the 
New York Times, and especially to one published in that newspaper 
of the 10th instant, in which certain captured letters are referred to, 


*) 
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he directs me to say that he wishes to be informed as to the author- 
ity by which this correspondent is permitted to gain information in 
direct violation of existing orders; also why the captured letters 
referred to were not forwarded to these headquarters without delay. 


He directs that the orders in relation to these matters be strictly 
_ carried out in future. 


Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


E. B. PARSONS, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. FourtH Div., Dept. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, February 22, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Commanding First Division, Harper’s Ferry: 


I am informed that the enemy’s outpost, 700 strong, moved from 
_Fisher’s Hill, 2 miles this side of Strasburg, this morning. 


WM. W. AVERELL, | 
4 Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 22, 1864. 
Colonel Haun, 


Beverly: 


It is reported that Imboden with his command is on the North 
Fork. Keep your scouts active on the Seneca road. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 


DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND N. CAROLINA, 

No. 24. Fort Monroe, Va., February 22, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. M. P. Small, commissary of subsistence, is hereby 

announced as the chief commissary of subsistence of this depart- 


ment, on the staff of the major-general commanding, and will be 
obeyed and respected accordingly. 


By command of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler. 


Rk. S. DAVIS, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpers. ARMY AND District OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
? New Berne, N. C., February 22, 1864. 
* Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 


Comdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina: 
GENERAL: Haye just returned from Newport and Bogue Sound, 
and learn that General Pickett has been arrested and that General 

Armistead is at Kinston in command.* From all sources the intel- 
ligence is that an attack is contemplated on New Berne and this 


portion of my lines. Doubtless forces from Virginia will come by 
rail and a grand assault will be ordered. 


*Armistead was killed at Gettysburg July 3, 1863. 
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I hope some old hulks may me sent from Norfolk through the , 
canal. We need axes, shovels, &c., very much, and I hope Colonel | 
Biggs will send on such as he may have of what has been required, | 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Mayjor-Generul. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, February 23, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. Joun A. Dix, | 
New York City: 

GENERAL : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
18th instant. | 

I believe the authorities here are fully aware of the desperate | 
efforts making by the rebels for a campaign the coming spring, and _ 
I know of no efforts omitted by the Executive Department of the | 
Government to increase our own forces in-the field. But of course 
nothing could be done in regard to a draft until the bill passed Con- 
gress, which has been debating it for nearly three months. I pre- 
sume that, now that.the law has passed, very active measures will be 
taken to carry it into execution; but this will take time, and the 
forces so raised will not be available until the first shock of the 
campaign is over. It certainly is to be regretted that there has 
been so much delay in Congress. 

I cannot agree with you in regard to the use of local militia and 
temporary enlistments of volunteers to occupy our forts, harbors, 
and intrenchments. Such troops are exceedingly expensive and of 
very little use in actual service. They have already cost us hun- 
dreds of millions, with very little advantage. Moreover, the raising 
of such troops in any State diminishes the volunteering for old and 
new regiments nearly equal to the same amount of force. 

After the experience of the past three years, I think it would not 
be wise to resort to local militia and short enlistments, except in 
cases of absolute necessity. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General. 


GARNETT’s Mountan, February 23, 1864—6.25 p. m. 
COMMANDING OFFICER First ARMY CORPS: 


Very heavy smoke still seen behind Lost Mountain, west of Madi- 
son Court-House. Cannot tell what is the cause. Will watch it 


closely. 
WIGGINS. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY Corps, 
February 23, 1864. 
Brigadier-General MERRITT : ; 

I send you a copy of a dispatch from General Humphreys. The 
general commanding directs that you send out a reconnaissance as 
directed in the dispatch. 

ms C. ROSS SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Chief of Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 23, 1864. 
Major-General PLEASONTON, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 

Signal officer at Pony Mountain reports a large column of smoke 
seen west of Thoroughfare Mountain and just north of Madison. 
The major-general commanding directs that a reconnaissance be sent 

- out to Thoroughfare Mountain to ascertain if any movement of the 
enemy is gcing on in that direction. Some one should ascend the 


mountain. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


FEBRUARY 23, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. C. Ross Smitu, Chief of Staff : 

The reconnaissance to the Thoroughfare Mountain to-day devel- 
oped no movement of the enemy. The smoke arose from a fire in 
the woods west of Cedar Mountain. 

J r W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier- General. 


FAIRFAX Court-HoussE, February 23, 1864. 
: (Received 5.12 a. m.) 
Lieut. Col. J. H. Taytor, Chief of Staff: 

The cavalry sent out last night have returned. They followed 
the route of the rebel cavalry as far as Goose Creek. Mosby had 
about fifteen hours’ start, and was moving rapidly toward Snicker’s 
Gap. Seven wounded men and the bodies of 8 killed have been 
brought in. About 70 men are still unaccounted for. I will tele- 


graph more fully to-night. 
: RO] TYERR, 


Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
2 Washington, D. C., February 23, 1864—3 p. m. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY, Cumberland: 
The Fourteenth New Hampshire Volunteers will be returned to 


this city. 
‘ H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., February 23, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. S. P. HEINTZELMAN, 
Commanding Northern Department, Columbus, Ohio :- 
GENERAL: Yours of the 19th came duly to hand, inclosing a slip 
cut from a newspaper, giving the views of a correspondent of the 
New York Herald upon the subject of an anticipated raid into West 
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Virginia and Ohio. My attention has been directed to this matter | 
for some time, and I have and do yet feel much anxiety on the sub- 
ject. Although I have no positive evidence that this movement is ! 
contemplated by the rebel authorities, yet I have learned through | 
my scouts and from other sources that the enemy are active along | 
the line of the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad, either making prep- | 
arationy for a movement on us by way of the Kanawha Valley or | 
are making preparations to resist amovement from my forces either 
from Beverly or the Kanawha Valley. 

I think the forces to protect the stores and other public property | 
at Gallipolis should be increased. If there are no other troops to | 
spare, a few companies of invalids would answer the purpose. A 
strong force would not be required as long as I hold the Kanawha — 
Valley and the country between the Ohio River and the Alleghany | 
Mountains. If we had two or three light-draught gun-boats to patrol | 
the Kanawha and Ohio Rivers from Charleston, W. Va., to and below — 
Gallipolis, it would give great security to that region of country. 
May I venture to suggest to you to call Governor Brough’s attention 
' to this and ask his co-operation ? 

I will keep you fully advised of all information I may acquire 
touching this matter. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BoP Rey 
Brigadier-General. 


| | 
| 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., February 23, 1864. 
C. P. Ronrsovuenu, Levi Leonarp, T. G. FARNSWORTH, and others: 


GENTLEMEN : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 18th instant, praying for an increase of force 
at Buckhannon. 

The general commanding directs me to say in reply that at present 
he has not a sufficient number of troops at his disposal to warrant 
him in granting your request, except in one company of the Third 
Virginia Cavalry, which has been ordered to report to Major Bowen; 
also that most gladly, were it in his power, would he give thorough 
ee to every loyal man, woman, and child within the limits of 

is department; but all he can hope to do is to make the best use of 
the troops under his command, and extend that protection as far as 
possible. He directs me to say further that he hopes ston to have 
an increase of force from re-enlistments and otherwise, when the 
good people of Buckhannon shall not be neglected. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. B. KELLEY, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


HARPER'S Ferry, February 23, 1864. 
Col. R. 8. Ropasrs, Martinsburg, W. Va.: 


_General Averell telegraphs he has information the rebels are this 
side Strasburg. Keep your command in readiness, and detain the 
Fifteenth New York Cavalry if they have orders to move. Inform 
the railroad guards and be very watchful. 

J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General. 
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Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NorTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., February 23, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. Butier, 
Comdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina: 
_ GENERAL: Your letter of the 20th has just reached me, and I 
agree with your views except in one particular, viz: I don’t believe 
in the iron-clad. Hitherto it has been a question of iron and time. 
A communication from General Wessells of the same date as yours 
settles the matter in my judgment. His spy has just come in from 
Halifax. He came from Wilmington, and 25,000 pounds of iron was 
ou the same train for this identical gun-boat. The general writes 
that other parties from near Garysburg, who have not seen the boat, 
confirm the reports of the shipment of iron. He adds the following: 
“In view of the possibility of such a monster coming down it would 
be well, I think, to procure the hulks, if practicable, and cause them 
to be sunk in suitable places.” 

Admiral Lee gives no authority for the light boats, but I will send 
_acopy of your letter to General Wessells for his guidance and as 
_ his authority to sink said boats when the necessities of the defense 
require it. I will send an officer of the quartermaster’s department 
to your headquarters for any old hulks that can be spared. 

Commanders Davenport and Blake have just called to say that 
the latter leaves to-morrow with the EKutaw, which I regret very 
much. Doubtless the admiral will supply her place. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., February 23, 1864. 
General H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commanding Sub-district of the Albemarle: 

I send you a copy of a letter* from General Butler on the ram, 
light boats, &c. If the exigencies demand, use the light boats under 
the authority of General Butler’s letter. I have this day ordered a 
tug to leave with several hulks of the army, which you can use. It 
is desirable to use these if time permits, instead of those of Admiral 
Lee’s. If you have not enough let me know. Have a board of sur- 
_ vey to recommend them for blockading purposes. 

Your information of the ram and iron is correct, in my opinion, 

and I have advised General Butler. Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell 
called, but it was not possible for me to see him. The report of his 
capital affair was received by General Palmer in my absence and 
publicity given. Learning that the affair in some way was con- 
‘founded with Colonel Jourdan’s I sent for the agent of the Asso- 
ciated Press and directed him to correct the matter, and he has 
already taken the proper steps. All the affairs in your district are 
brought to Major-General Butler’s notice in the same manner as 1n 
other districts. 

The mustering officer has reported the reasons for thedelays. He 
goes to your district this day. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


* See p. 580. 
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Pony Mountain, Mebruary 24, 1864—10.40 a. m. 
Captain NoRTON: 


A brigade of infantry moving down in direction of Morton’s Ford. 
BARTLEY. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 24, 1864. 
Lieutenant BARTLEY : 
Watch that brigade closely. How far from Morton’s Ford are 
they, and where did they come from ? 
NORTON. 


Pony Mountain, February 24, 1864. 
Captain NorTOoN: 
They were pickets. They came from Clark’s Mountain. The 
others have gone back. 
BARTLEY. 


FEBRUARY 24, 1864—10.50 a. m. 
Lieutenant BartLEy, Pony Mountain: 


Was it our infantry or rebel ? 
NORTON. 


Pony Mountain, February 24, 1864—11 a. m. 
Captain NoRTON: 
Rebel. 
BARTLEY. 


Hpqgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, SIGNAL DEPT., 
. February 24, 1864. 
Captain TAYLOR 
(Through Third Cavalry Division headquarters) : 

Pony Mountain reports a brigade of rebel infantry moving down 
in direction of Morton’s Ford. Keep a sharp lookout for them and 
report their progress and intention, if latvaal! 

NORTON, 
Chief Signal Officer. 


Stony Mountain, february 24, 1864—1 p. m. 
Captain NoRTon, 
Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac: 

A brigade of the enemy’s infantry came down this a. m. to point 
of woods near Stringfellow’s Ford,where his pickets were stationed 
and relieved the pickets on our front. Probably that was what was 
reported by Pony Mountain. The old pickets, five regiments, have 
just moved back toward camp. 

. TAYLOR, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 
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CEDAR Mountain, February 24, 1864. 
COMMANDING GENERAL First ARMY CorRPs: 


The smoke along Lost Mountain keeps constantly changing in 
position. I think it must be fire in the woods. Deserters report 
Lomax’s cavalry brigade as being disbanded to recruit. No other 


change. 
WIGGINS, 
Fe Signal Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS Division, February 24, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Taynok, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

A party of about 50 men, sent out to-day to bring in stray horses 
and stragglers, has returned. They discovered a strong picket on 
the road above Dranesville, and bring back the report that the enemy 
are 600 strong on Goose Cresk. I shall send all the cavalry I can 
raise from Vienna to-morrow to scout in that direction. I think it ° 
probable that the enemy’s force is considerable. Could not an 
arrangement be made with the Army of the Potomac to send a force 
_ above Goose Creek to try and cut them off from the mountains ? 

R. 0. TY LER; 

Brigadier- General. 


FatrFAx STATION, VA., February 24, 1864—6.55 p. m. ° 
Colonel FiLoop, Burke’s Station: 

A large number of the enemy’s cavalry have shown themselves 
on the south side of Devereux. As this latter place is pretty well 
protected, it may be lkely they will visit some other part of the 
railroad. You will therefore exercise unusual vigilance. 


Stet MATHEW MURPHY, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


FatrFAx Court-Houss, February 24, 1864. 
(Received 9.55 p. m.) 


Col. J. H. Tayutor, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


I have the honor to report that a dispatch was received about 7 
p. m., from Colonel Murphy, commanding brigade, to the effect that 
a number of rebel cavalry was seen a short time before on the road 
south of Devereux. The regimental commanders along the line of 
the railroad have been notified. Up to this hour all is quiet. 
Ra Om LY LK, 
Brigadier-General. 


HARPER’S Ferry, W. V4., 
February 24, 1864—10.30 p.m. (Received 11.20 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General CuLLum, Chief of Staff: | 
Lieutenant-Colonel Quirk, of the Twenty-third Illinois, command- 
ing detachment at Greenland Gap, reports that he has information 
that a rebel force is at Franklin, in Pendleton County, estimated at 
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7,000 men, commanded by Echols, Jackson, Jenkins, and Imboden. 

There is undoubtedly considerable force in that neighborhood, but 
I do not think the force is as strong as represented. Cavalry scouts | 
have been ordered to reconnoiter in that direction. I return to Cum- | 


berland to-morrow. 
erland to-morrow B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


= 


Moraantown, W. Va., February 24, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY : / 
Dear Sir: I have learned from high authority that the rebels — 
design another raid in here within the next month, and that a great | 
many scattering ones are through here now armed to teeth ready to | 
join whenever they do come, provided the weather and the roads | 
continue as they have been. If such be the fact, you should have an © 
eye to the Northwestern road near Rowlesburg, where they can pass | 
with impunity. I hope you will have that matter investigated I 
wrote you about last. Weare all well. Mr. Moore is improving. 
Respectfully, your friend, 
GEO. D. EVANS. 


HARPER’S FERRY, VA., February 24, 1864. 
Col. R. 8. RopGers, Martinsburg, Va. : 

Send the Fourth Pennsylvania Volunteer Reserve Corps at once to 
Kearneysville, where the commanding officer will receive instructions 
as to the disposition of his regiment, from a staff officer from these 
headquarters. Send the Third Pennsylvania Volunteer Reserve 
Corps to Van Clevesville. Orders will be sent them there. The 
transportation of both regiments will follow. 

By order of Brigadier-General Sullivan : 

F. A. NIMS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpqgrs. FourtH Division, Dept. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, February 24, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Commanding First Division, Harper's Ferry : 

Tam informed that Gilmor set out with 80 men night before last 
to attempt something upon the railroad. It was said his course 
would be via Smithfield or through that section. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


HARPER'S Ferry, February 24, 1864. 
General AVERELL : 

It is reported that Echols, Jenkins, Jackson, and Imboden are at 
Franklin, in Pendleton County. Hold your command in readiness 
to move into the South Branch Valley, if necessary. Please meet 
me at cars; I will be on west-bound train. 

B,..P KEY, 

Brigadier-General. 
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Hpgrs. ARMY AND District or NortH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., February 24, 1864, 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BuTLER, 


Comdg. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina: 

GENERAL: Every day and hour, almost, brings testimony bearing 
upon the plan of the Confederate authorities for driving us out of 
the Old North State. It has been substantially communicated by me. 
Mr. W. C. Hall was the general ticket agent of this railway and was. 
carried to Graham, with his family, against his wishes by General 
Branch. He has just arrived from Goldsborough, Kinston, &c. 
General Pickett’s headquarters are now at Goldsborough, where he 
has two brigades, General Hoke commands at Kinston, and three 

brigades are there. Other troops are so situated that he can concen- 
trate 25,000 men, and perhaps more, in a few hours. The present in- 

- tention is to attack us as soon as the gun-boat can get down. Mr, 
Hall visited the ram on Monday of this week, and confirms all that 
has been reported. Her machinery is all in and she is about ready, 
Mr. Hall is about fifty-five years of age, of intelligence and exten- 
sive acquaintance, and has come back with his family. 

The plan will be of a general assault upon New Berne at dawn or 


a little before. Pickett will probably be aided by troops from Lee ~- - 


or Richmond. Hooker moved about April 26, and I do not see how 
Meade can employ Lee much earlier, if he is governed by the expe- 
rience of the past. Lee can aid his friend Pickett to any reasonable 
extent long before the intelligence can reach our proper authorities, 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General, 


MITCHELL’s, February. 25, 1864—3 p. m. 
Lieutenant-Colonel KinGsBuRY, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

I have information of much cheering by the rebels; also of the 
changing of the pickets from infantry to cavalry this morning in 
our front. They must-have some good news. 

S. H. LEONARD, 
Commanding. 


MITCHELL'S, February 25, 1864. 
General NEWTON: 
It was reported to me by field officer of the picket-line that cav-. 
,alry are now doing the duty. The same story is from the cavalry on, 
our left. I have nothing further. I will investigate, more fully in, 


morning and report. 
8... H. LEONARD, 
Colonel, Commanding., 


Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE Potomac,. February. 25, 1864—2 p, m., 
Major-General, PLEAsONTON, Washington: . soe 
-Iidesire you-to return to-night, if possible. Telegraph Colonel, 
Devereux at Alexandria, and see .if he cannot send you through to- 


night. 
, GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
38. RB R—VOL XXXII. 1 3 


{ 
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Farrrax Court-Hovuse, Va., February 25, 1864. | 

(Received 10.40 p. m.) | 

Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLor, ' | 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant- General : | 


Five hundred and thirty cavalry left Vienna this morning to r¢ 
connoiter toward Leesburg. Some rebel cavalry showed themselve 
in the vicinity of Devereux this morning. A force of infantry se 
after them has returned, which went as far as Wolf Run Poa 
The commander of the party reports that he heard that the Fourt 
Virginia Cavalry are encamped at Bacon Race. Everything quie 


to-night. 
R..0O.. TYLER, | 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


' 


MARTINSBURG, VA., February 25, 1864. 
Captain Boone, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Three deserters just in from Walker’s brigade; left Walker a 
Harrisonburg with 1,500 men. Rosser and Imboden at Mount Craw 
ford. Say they heard of no movement. I shall leave Bunker Hii 
in the morning at 8 o’clock. 

R. 5. RODGERS, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


HARPER'S Ferry, Va., February 25, 1864. 
Col. R. 8. RODGERS, 
Martinsburg, Va.: 


The force from here will not arrive at Winchester before some tim 
to-morrow. If your force has not moved wait till noon and go a 
far as Bunker Hill to-day, making Winchester early to-morrow. 

By order of Brigadier-General Sullivan : 

we F. A. NIMS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


4 
Hp@rs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NorTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, February 25, 1864. 
Colonel WEst, 
Commanding Yorktown : 


CoLoNnEL: This note will be handed to you by R. A. Fraser, esq 

a refugee from Virginia, who wishes to go near West Point and r 

cover some property there. If you will arrange and send a sma 

force with Captain Babcock and his gun-boat, and the captain wi 
aid him, I think you will be doing good to the cause, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant 

; B. ¥.. BUTOUER, | 

Major-General, Commanding. 
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Fort Maarupmr, February 25, 1864. 
Maj. R.-:S. Davis: 

The enemy’s scouts are collecting all the negro men, women, and 
children in the country in front of us, and carrying off both them 
and their stock. This I have just learned from negroes who have 
come inthis p.m. I have ordered out 200 infantry, 100 cavalry, and 
a train of 15 wagons to start early in the morning and bring in all 
who want to come with their effects. There are quite a number. I 
issued the order to save time; can countermand if you do not ap- 
prove. If the movement is made it will necessitate the delay of the 
Twenty-fifth Massachusetts detachment, as I shall be compelled to 

take 100 of that detachment to get a reliable detail in time to move 
early in the morning. Please answer soon. 
ROBT. M. WEST, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, February 26, 1864—3 p. m. 
Major-General Mraps, 
Army of the Potomac: 
__ Advices from General Grant indicate that Longstreet is falling 
back from Tennessee toward Virginia. 
H. W. HALLECK, 


General-in-Chief. 


SPECIAL chaceity Wark Dept., ADJT. GEN.’S OFFICE, 
No. 93. Washington, February 26, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 

XXXII. Brig. Gen. H. G. Wright, U. S. Volunteers, will at once 
report.in person for temporary duty to the commanding general of 
the Army of the Potomac. 

On the completion of this duty he will return to this city and re- 
sume his duties asa member of the Board of Engineers convened by 
Special Orders, No. 41, January 27, 1864, from this office. 

* * * * * * * 

By order of the Secretary of War.: 
: W. A. NICHOLS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


n ae ee 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAQC, 
February 26, 1864—4 p. m. 


Brig. Gen. H. J. Hunt, 
, Chief of Artillery: 
The major-general commanding directs that you order Captain 
Pennington to report with his battery of light artillery and two 
extra caissons of ammunition to General Kilpatrick. The move- 
ment of the battery should be made so as to escape the observation 
of the enemy, and so far as practicable that of our own army. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


{ 
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Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, OFFICE OF CHIEF (). Me 
Camp near Brandy Station, February 26, 1864.. 
Maj. S. F. Barstow, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac: 

Magsor: I have the honor to call the attention of the general com- 
manding to the subject of pioneers and wagon or train guards with 
this army. I can find no order regulating the manner of detail or 
the number of pioneers to a division or corps. : | 

I have an order regulating the number of tools to be carried by 
the pioneers, viz: One-half to have axes and the others to have 
two spades or shovels to one pick, which answer all purposes. I 
would respectfully recommend that 10 men be detailed from each 
regiment in a division, with a proper number of officers and non- 


commissioned officers, to serve as pioneers and train guards to the © 


division trains on marches. In every corps the trains will be organ- 
ized by divisions. All these men will carry their arms and such 
tools as the nature of the roads may require. 

It is believed that such a force with the trains will give very im- 
portant advantages and secure our trains against delays and losses 
by bad roads or the enemy. In past campaigns the want of uni- 
formity and system as to such details was often embarrassing. 
Officers in charge of pioneers should comply with requisitions of 
quartermasters for working parties to repair roads, &c., and should 
superintend the work. I would also ask that 1 leutenant, 2 ser- 
geants, 2 corporals, and 25 privates may beselected from the pioneers 
of the divisions, mounted and put under the orders of the chief 
quartermasters of corps, to go in advance of the trains or to distant 
points for the repair of roads, &c. This party of 30 in all will be 
of great service on marches. They can be readily mounted. with 
means at the command of the department. 

J am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RUFUS INGALLS, 
Brig. Gen. and Chief Quartermaster, Army of the Potomac. 


({Inclosure.] 


1. Each brigade commander of this army will detail from his com- 
mand 1 lieutenant, 3 non-commissioned officers, and a number of 
privates equal to 2 per cent. of his effective force, to form his bri- 
gade pioneer party. Hach division commander will detail a captain, 
who, when the brigade parties in the division are consolidated, will 
command the whole, and who will, when the brigade parties are 
separated, remain with the party belonging to his own brigade. 

2. These officers, non-commissioned officers, and men will be se- 
lected for their fitness for pioneer service. 

3. One-half of the privates will carry axes, one-third shovels, 
one-sixth picks; their knapsacks will be carried in wagons when 
practicable. The quartermaster’s department, on requisition, will 
furnish horses and equipments for the officers. 

4, On the march’ the pioneers of the division will be consolidated 
and be directly under the control of the division commander ; their 
place will be at the head of the column. 

5. The duties of pioneers will be the construction and repair of 
roads, bridges, and such temporary defenses as the division com- 
mander shall direct. The officers, by inquiry and personal exam- 
ination, will obtain all possible information about the roads over 
which the division is to pass. The efficiency of the pioneers will 
depend very largely on their energy and good judgment. 
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— FEBRUARY 26, 1864. 
Colonel L&onarp, 
Commanding Mitchell’s Station : 
Is it certain thatthe enemy have replaced infantry pickets by 
cavalry? Telegraph fully and any further news. 
JOHN NEWTON, 
Major-General. 


MITCHELL’s, February 26, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. C. KIncsBury, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Upon inquiry this morning I find that the enemy have again re- 
sumed the picketing with infantry as before. All is quiet. Two’ 
large fires last night near here ; both inside our line. No damage. 

S. H. LEONARD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


CONFIDENTIAL.| HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE,POTOMAG, 
February 26, 1864—12.45 p. m. 
Major-General FRENCH, 
Commanding Third Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that the pickets of the 
Sixth Corps be relieved immediately by a detail from the Third 
Corps, and that the duty be executed as quietly as possible. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


P. S.—The Sixth Corps has 850 men on picket. 


CONFIDENTIAL.| HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 26, 1864—4.30 p. m. 
Major-General SEDGWICK, 
Commanding Sixth Corps: 

Major-General French, commanding Third Corps, has been di- 
rected to relieve the pickets of the Sixth Corps immediately. 

The major-general commanding directs that you move your corps 
to-morrow at such time as will enable you to take position on Sun- 
day evening in the vicinity of Madison Court-House. Upon passing 
Thoroughfare Mountain you will establish a signal station there, and 
- maintain it during the operation. You will take six days’ rations and 
’ as much forage as you can conveniently carry, three batteries, the 
usual supply of infantry ammunition (40 rounds per man), some 
ambulances, some intrenching tools, a few hospital wagons, and such 
light headquarters wagons as may be necessary. 

The object of the movement is to cover and support a cavalry op- 
eration in the direction of Charlottesville. Secrecy is essential to its 
success. The cavalry will follow you to Madison Court-House and 
pass that place before daylight on Monday morning. If possible, 
the cavalry will return to Madison Court-House during Tuesday. 
Upon its joining you, your command will return to its former camp. 


; 
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Should the enemy move to prevent the operation of the cavalry or to 


intercept it upon its return in such force and manner as to require 
you to throw forward support to them, you will do so with a part or 


the whole of your force, as in your judgment the circumstances ren- 


der necessary. It is hardly probable that the enemy can use more 
than 1,500 cavalry and from 8,000 to 10,000 infantry. 

General Birney’s division will be moved to James City on Sunday, 
and will communicate with you and support you upon your requiring 


it. Should you deem it necessary, in pursuance of the foregoing | 


instructions, to move from Madison Court-House and that General 
Birney’s division should move to that point or toward it, you will 
direct him accordingly. : 

You will keep the major-general commanding advised of the 
progress of your march, and of everything that occurs, both by sig- 


nal telegraph and by courier. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


An extra signal officer will be sent you. 


CONFIDENTIAL. | Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

; February 26, 1864—8 p. m. 

Major-General PLEASONTON, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that you re-enforce Gen- 
eral Kilpatrick’s division so that he will have available 4,000 officers 
and men, besides his picket-line (supports excepted) and ordinary 
camp guards. The re-enforcements should be sent by such routes 
and at such times (reference being had to the contemplated move- 
ment) as will insure their reaching him secretly. An adequate 
force of cavalry will be assigned by you to General Custer for the 
purpose of operating in the direction of Charlottesville, in order to 
facilitate other operations of this army. If he should find it prac- 
ticable to advance so far as to enable him to destroy the railroad 
bridge over the Rivanna, in the vicinity of Charlottesville, he will 
do so, but his movements must be governed by the consideration 
that the infantry column upon which he can call for support, should 
the movements of the enemy require it, will halt at Madison Court- 
House, and that the enemy may be able to throw forward cavalry 
and infantry to interrupt his progress. 

General Custer will be directed to move at such time and manner 
from the vicinity of Culpeper as will enable him to reach and pass 
through Madison Court-House unobserved by the enemy. 

The cavalry will be supported in its operations by or from the col- 
umn of General Sedgwick (two divisions of infantry), which will 
reach Madison Court-House on Sunday afternoon, the 28th instant, 
and take position there. After having destroyed the railroad bridge 
across the Rivanna, or after having advanced as far as practicable 
consistent with the security of his return to within supporting dis- 
tance of Madison Court-House, General Custer will return with 
his command to the vicinity of Culpeper. During the operations he 
will maintain constant communication with Major-General Sedg- 
wick, commanding the column at Madison Court-House, and with 
these headquarters through the usual channel. In advance of his 
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approach he will endeavor to break the telegraph line between Gor- 
donsville and Lynchburg, and injure it in such manner as to inter- 
rupt communication for several days. The supply of rations and 
forage and the means of transportation to be taken with the expedi- 
tion will be governed by the length of time it is to be absent and the 


rapidity of its movements. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


CONFIDENTIAL } Hpars. Cav. Corps, ARMY OF POTOMAC, 
INSTRUCTIONS. § February 26, 1864. 
Brigadier-General MERRITT, 

‘ Commanding First Cavalry Division : 

GENERAL: On receipt of this you will form two commands, one of 
700 men and one of 500 men, each to have its proper complement 
of officers, good horses, wellshod, the men to be thoroughly equipped 
and supplied with the full allowance of ammunition. Thecommand 
of 700 men will be directed by you to report to Brigadier-General 
Kilpatrick by 8 o’clock to-morrow evening, the 27th instant. The 
commander of the detachment of 500 will report in person at these 
headquarters by 2 0’clock p. m. to-morrow. This last command to 
take three days’ rations and one day’s forage, but will not move from 
its camp until further orders received through its commander. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. PLEASONTON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


_ P. §.—Increase the command to report to these headquarters to 
1,000 men, with the proper complement of officers. 


——— 


CONFIDENTIAL.] Hpqgrs. Cav. Corps, ARMY oF PoToMAG, 
February 26, 186 
Brigadier-General CusTER, 
Commanding Expedition, ke. : 

GENERAL: A force of 1,500 cavalry has been assigned to your com- 
mand for the purpose of operating in the direction of Charlottes- 
ville in order to facilitate other movements of the army. 

In case you find it practicable you will advance as far as to enable 
‘you to destroy the railroad bridge over the Rivanna River near 
Charlottesville, but your movements must be governed by the con- 
sideration that the infantry column intended for your support will 
halt at Madison Court-House and that the enemy may be able to 
throw forward cavalry and infantry to interrupt your progress. 

You will move your force in such time and manner from the vi- 
cinity of Culpeper as will enable you to reach and pass through 
Madison Court-House unobserved by theenemy. Itisexpected your 
command will arrive at Madison Court-House by Sunday evening, 
the 28th instant, and leave that point by 2 o’clock on Monday morn- 
ing. The Sixth Corps, Major-General Sedgwick, will take post at 
Madison Court-House on Sunday afternoon, and is intended to sup- 
port your operations. After having destroyed the railroad bridge 
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across the Rivanna, or after having advanced as far as practicable | 


consistent with the security of your return to within supporting | 
distance of Madison Court-House, you will return with your com: | 
mand to the vicinity of Culpeper. You will report to Major-Gen- 
eral Sedgwick in passing through Madison Court-House, and will 
maintain constant communication with him and also with these | 
headquarters. You will send scouts in advance of your command | 
to endeavor to break the telegraph line between Gordonsville and | 
Lynchburg in such, manner as to interrupt communication for | 
several days. Three days’ subsistence and one day’s forage will be 
sufficient, provided you order a supply to meet you on your return 
at Madison Court-House. 
Very respectfully, 54, 
A. PLEASONTON, | 
Major-General, Commanding. >| 


enna Peet? eer ' 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
3 ee February 26, 1864. 
Col. P. Hugy, 


Comdg. Second Brigade, Second Division: 

CoLONEL: I wish you to form a command of 500 enlisted men to 
report to-morrow to Major-General Pleasonton at headquarters Cav- 
alry Corps. This command you will make up by detachments from 
the First Maine, Sixteenth Pennsylvania, and Fourth Pennsylvania. 
The men must be selected with reference to their horses, and no 
horses be allowed to go save those that are shod and serviceable. 
Each trooper will carry three days’ rationsand one day’sforage. The 
supply of ammunition must be full; the men must not neglect to 
take their overcoats and blankets. At least 15 commissioned officers 
must accompany the command and a field officer in charge. Let this 
command move punctually from your headquarters at 7.30 a. m. to- 
morrow, and previous to its departure inspect it carefully and per- 
mit no unserviceable horses to leave with it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. McM. GREGG, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Comdg. Second Division. 


[FEBRUARY 26, 1864.—For instructions from Pleasonton to Kil- 
patrick, see p. 183. ] 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY Corps, 
February 26, 1864. 
Capt. EK. B. Parsons, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps: 

Captain: In reply to communication dated Headquarters Cavalry 
Corps, February 22, 1864, relating to E. A. Paul, the Times corre- 
spondent for the Army of the Potomac, I have the honor to state 
that I was not aware that Mr. Paul had obtained any information 
from any member of my command since the date of orders prohibit- 
ing information being given. The New York Times is not brought 
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0 my division, consequently I have not seen Mr. Paul’s letters, and! 
sertainly not the letter referred to. No letters have been captured: 
by my command so far as I am aware of. Mr. Paul, I believe, re-- 
mains at army headquarters; he occasionally visits my headquar-- 
bers, and [ was not aware that he obtained or published any informa-- 
tion gained in my command. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General Volunteers, Commanding Third Dryision:. 


HEADQUARTERS Division, February 26, 1864. 


Eieut. Col. J. H. Tayior, 
Chief of Staff, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

IT have the honor to report everything quiet in my command dur- 
ing the last twenty-four hours. The scouting party under command 
of Major Crowninshield has returned after scouting the country this 
side of Goose Creek, passing through Dranesville, Belmont, Farm- 
well Station, Farmwell, Moran’s Cross-Roads, Gum Spring, across 
Little River pike, through Centreville, to Vienna. No evidence of 
the enemy was visible this side of Middleburg. Statements of citi- 
zens show that Mosby’s men dispersed and returned to the gaps on 


Wednesday last. 
A. H. GRIMSHAW, : 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., February 26, 1864—10 a. m. 
(Received 12 noon.) 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff: 

The cavalry scouts sent to Franklin on reconnaissances not yet 
eturned. Captain Harper, commanding a company of State troops 
n Pendleton County, reports that he had a fight with 200 of Imboden’s 
nen at the mouth of Seneca. Repulsed the enemy, killing 6. This 
arty evidently intended to go by way of Seneca and Cheat River to 
he Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, at Rowlesburg, but were driven 
ack by Captain Harper, who holds the pass at the mouth of Seneca. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


STATE OF VIRGINIA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Wheeling, February 26, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KEuLuey :] 

GENERAL: I am in constant receipt of intelligence that there are 
ndications of rebel raids into this region of country ; some say by 
vay of Hardy County, others by way of Beverly. There was just 
his evening the delegate and senator from Preston Couhty in my 
oom with letters from their county informing them that the people, 
ecesh as well as Union, were moving their property across into»- 
ennsylvania to prevent its capture and removal by the rebels, 


602 OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA, [Cuar. XLV. 


They are much interested and request that I address you on the sub- ) 
ject. Will you be kind enough to say to me what foundation, if! 
any, there is for these rumors, so that I may know tv what extent 


I may go in quieting the fears of the people. 


Very respectfully, A. I. BOREMAN 
rr Governor. 


P. S.—I omitted to have the foregoing put in the mail at the 
proper time. ' 
AS IRB: 


CUMBERLAND, February 26, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper's Ferry: 

Nothing direct yet from Franklin. I have no doubt the report 
was exaggerated. Captain Harper, of the Swamp Dragoons, had 
a fight with 200 of Imboden’s men at the mouth of Seneca; killed 6 
and drove the balance back. I have no news from Washington, 

Buck. KELLEY; 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 26, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL : 

The cavalry scout that went toward Franklin not yet returned. 
Captain Harper, commanding the Swamp Dragoons, had a fight with 
200 of Imboden’s men at mouth of Seneca, killing 6 of the enemy. 

B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


BALTIMORE, Mp., February 26, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALueck, 
General-in-Chief U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: In a conversation with Grant at Nashville, Tenn., on 
the 12th instant, reference was made to a project of an operation 
from the Hastern sea-board, to aid, by co-operation, the contem- 
plated movements in Alabama and Georgia. He desired, as I under- 
stood him, to have a column of 60,000 men move on Raleigh, by the 
way of Weldon, and thence to co-operate with the Armies of the 
Ohio and of the Cumberland. I have thought of the project since, 
as I had, in fact, often before, while in command in North Carolina 
and Virginia, and beg leave, respectfully, to present the following 
plan, which will, I think, meet General Grant’s wishes, and also 
attain some other important objects: 


I would respectfully propose that the force be collected in the | 


vicinity of Hampton Roads, in such a way as to excite the least sus- 
picion of its real object; that the artillery and infantry be moved 
by transports to Fort Powhatan, on the James River, landed at that 
point and the one opposite, on the north bank of the river, and a 
portion of the force put to work to intrench those points, so as to be 


Cuap. XLV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. ~ 608 


held against any attacking force, while the remainder be rapidly | 
prepared for marching, the whole cavalry force to move at the | 
same time quickly from Williamsburg to Bottom’s Bridge, and make 
adash on Richmond. Failing in this, to attack the enemy in rear 
at Malvern Hill or at Charles City Court-House, whichever place 
may be their point of concentration to meet our threatened advance 
in force; and then to cross the James River at Fort Powhatan by 
means of the steam ferry-boats, to be prepared at that point, and 
make a dash on Peterburg, the Petersburg and Weldon, and the 
Petersburg and Lynchburg Railroads. Succeeding or failing in 
this, to fall back toward Weldon, by the county roads, on the flanks 
of the main column, which, by this time, should be in full march 
for Weldon, destroying all bridges in their rear. Arrived at Wel- 
don, to assault the works at once, and failing in this, to settle down 
into a determined attack, opening the Seaboard and Roanoke Rail- 
road for supplies from Norfolk, and calling up the North Carolina 
force from Plymouth to act on the rear of the enemy at Weldon. | 
After taking Weldon, to destroy the bridges at that place and at 
Gaston, and to sweep through the State threatening Goldsborough 
and Raleigh, and really only occupying Raleigh with the cavalry, 
while the main column moves directly for Wilmington as rapidly as 
possible, living on the country. AI] the railroad and other bridges 
are to be destroyed on the march. Reaching Wilmington, to attack 
that town in such a way as to succeed, opening at the same time a 
landing for a base of supplies at Masonborough Inlet. Capturing 
Wilmington, all the defenses on the river and at its mouth are sure 
to fall in succession. This line of advance on Wilmington is the 
only one that offers decided chances for success, inasmuch as it en- 
tirely cuts off all re-enforcements from Virginia, and, if the cavalry 
succeeds in cutting the Wilmington and Manchester road, from 
Charleston also. It avoids the delays in crossing the White Oak 
and New,Rivers of a column moving from Morehead City; at the 
same time it shuts off the troops that might, in the mean time, be 
poured into Wilmington by the two railroads mentioned above. 

The reasons that I prefer the route by the way of the James River 
to that by the line of the Seaboard and Roanoke Railroad to Wel- 
don are that it avoids the delays consequent upon forcing the pas- 
sage of the Blackwater, the Nottoway, and the Meherrin Rivers, and 
of rebuilding the bridges over those streams, which the enemy will 
be sure to burn to retard the march of our forces, and that the route 
by Fort Powhatan and Prince George Court-House to Weldon turns 
those rivers is likely to insure the capture of the troops stationed 
slong them to defend their crossings and the salvation of the bridges; 
also, that this way of coming down on Weldon cuts off the re-en- 
forcements from Virginia, which might otherwise be thrown into 
Weldon by rail. 

‘The reason that the main column should be hurried directly 
through North Carolina without waiting to occupy Raleigh in force 
is that it saves precious time in getting at Wilmington. At the same 
‘ime the direct route lies nearer the bases of supply in North Caro- 
lina, viz, Plymouth, Washington, and New Berne. 

The strength of the expedition should be fully equal to that esti- 
mated by General Grant, viz, 60,000 men, to insure the success of 
she movement, which covers a very long march, and must of neces- 
sity involve some severe fighting, entailing considerable losses from 
Jeaths, wounds, sickness, and straggling. , 
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I am confident that such an expedition of the above strength ce} 
succeed in all the points that I have described above, provided it 
conducted with proper skill and determination. | 

A lesser force could not make sure of Weldon, upon the attain 
ment of which everything depends. Jt could, however, operate u 
the James River, as a large water boyau, fortifying point afte 
point in succession, and at last lay siege to Petersburg with goo 
chances of success. Such a move would be important in view ¢ 
the effect it would produce on the enemy at Richmond and on th, 
Rapidan, but otherwise of very little value. 

The above is respectfully submitted with the hope that it ma, 
meet the approval of the General-in-Chief. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant 

J. G. FOSTER, : 


Major-General of Volunteers. 


EASTVILLE, February 26, 1864. | 


Lieut. H. T. SCHROEDER, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Three refugees have just crossed the bay from Mathews County 
Va. They state that two companies of disbanded rebel cavalry ar 
now on furlough in Mathews and King and Queen Counties con 
scripting all citizens, and that many refugees are now hiding in thy 
woods trying to cross to our lines. I would respectfully request per 
mission from the general commanding to take 100 cavalry from th 
forces on the Eastern Shore, land at Piankatank or East River, anc 
capture the rebel cavalry. The refugees offer themselves as guides 
If a transport and one company of infantry can be sent from th 


fort I can start at once. 
FRANK J. WHITH, 
Major and Provost-Marshal. 


FEBRUARY 27, 1864. 
Major-General Newton, Commanding First Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that you hold your corp 
ready to-morrow morning, the 28th instant, and after until furthe 
orders, to move at short notice with three days’ rations in haversacks 
Great vigilance will be enjoined on the picket-lines. 

A: A, HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 

Norse.—Birney already ordered. j 

(Same to General French, commanding Third Corps ; General Wai 
‘ren, commanding Second Corps, and General Pleasonton, command 
ting Cavalry Corps, for General Merritt.) 


MITCHELL’s, February 27, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ktnaspury, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

My pickets are 1 mile beyond Mitchell’s Station, in an open field 
The woods are about one-fourth mile in front of them. Our righ 
connects with the cavalry near Bald Pate Mountain. On our lef 
the cavalry extends beyond us some 200 yards in front. 

8S. H. LEONARD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 
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ps : HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 

: February 27, 1864—10.30 a. m. 

Maj. Gen. WILLIAM H. FRENCH, 
Commanding Third Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that the First Division of 
she Third Corps be held ready to move early to-morrow morning, 
he 28th instant, with five days’ rations, two batteries of artillery, as 
much forage as can be conveniently carried, not exceeding five days’, 
a few ambulances and hospital wagons, and the light wagons of 
neadquarters, and some intrenching tools. The men will carry the 
10 rounds of ammunition prescribed. Instructions for the move- 
ment of the division will be sent to-night. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 27, 1864—2 p.m. (Received 2.20 p. m.) 
Wajor-General FRENCH, 
Commanding Third Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that Major-General Birney 
nove with his division early to-morrow morning, the 28th instant, 
mid take position that evening in the vicinity of James City. He 
vill communicate with Major-General Sedgwick, commanding Sixth 
Jorps, which is ordered to take post at Madison Court-House on the 
yvening of the 28th instant, and will co-operate with and support 
shat corps, upon being required to do so by its commanding general. 
Feneral Sedgwick may find it necessary to move forward from Mad- 
son Court-House to cover the operations of a cavalry force in the 
lirection of Charlottesville, in which case he will communicate with 
Feneral Birney and require him to move toward, or to, or beyond 
Madison Court-House. <A signal officer will be posted by General 
Sedgwick upon Thoroughfare Mountain, through whom he will com- 
municate with these headquarters by signal from Madison Court- 
House. Should the signal officer require additional protection, Gen- 
srak Birney will furnish it. He will communicate everything of 
mportance that occurs to these headquarters through the usual 
shannel, using both signal and courier. Upon being notified by Gen- 
sral Sedgwick that the objects of the expedition have been accom- 
plished, General Birney will return to his present camp. The usual 
sicket-line will be maintained during the absence of this division. 
You will communicate a copy of these instructions to General 


Birney for his guidance. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


FEBRUARY 27, 1864. 
Viajor-General SYKEs, 
Commanding Fifth Corps: 
‘The major-general commanding directs that all the available force 
yf your corps be held ready early to-morrow morning to be thrown 
o the front at brief notice, including a proper proportion of artil- 
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lery. Colonel Devereux will be directed to send cars from Alexa 
dria to the different points on the road to bring up the troops in thi 
event of their being required. These troops will be held in readi! 
ness until further orders. They will keep three days’ rations in the 
haversacks. Some ambulances, hospital wagons, and light head 
quarters wagons and intrenching tools will be held ready to accom, 
pany them, with not less than three days’ forage. A light supply 
train, with about four days’ rations and forage, will be held ready tc 
follow. You will likewise hold in view the contingency of the re+ 
mainder of the corps being brought to the front. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 

Major-General, Chief of Staff. | 

P. §.—Probably all of your First Division, excepting a guard at 
Bealeton, and a part of your Second and Third Divisions might be; 
held ready with a view to leaving guards at Bealeton, Warrenton 
Junction, the large bridges, and the sidings, and leaving pickets and 
patrols on the line of the road. The troops, with the exceptions 
noted, might be concentrated at points of embarkation after the 
order for the cars had been given in time to take them upon their 


arrival. 
AEATHE 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 27, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER CAVALRY CORPS: 


The major-general commanding directs that General Gregg be 
held ready to move up to Brandy Station, leaving (if required) his 
camps early on the morning of the 29th instant, with all his avail- 
able force. He should be prepared to leave small camp guards and 
a guard sufficient to hold the depot at Warrenton. As there is no 
probability, under existing circumstances, that the enemy can bring 
any force of magnitude against his camps and Warrenton, the force 
he leaves need not much exceed 500 men. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
SA. A) LBUMPEREYS; 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Hpars. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE PoTOMAG, 
February 27, 1864. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 4 
Chief of Staff: 

Kilpatrick can easily handle Hampton without assistance. If 
however, the general desires to send over to assist him, it would be 
better to let Merritt go with the remainder of his command, afte1 
Custer returns. Gregg’s force would/be too small to effect much 
leaving guards at depot, &c. This position is important. I don’ 
think Kilpatrick cares about it, from my conversations with him 
He can tell better as the prospects develop. 

A. PLEASONTON, 
Major-General. 
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Hpgrs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC, 
‘ February 27, 1864. 
Brigadier-General GREGG, 
Commanding Second Cavalry Division: 


_ GENERAL: The persons accompanying this (John and A. Berry) 
state that there are a number of men concealed in the Blue Ridge 
near Sperryville, armed and associated for the purpose of resisting 
the rebel conscription act; also that [there] are a number of horses 
‘and a quantity of bacon in Page County, which can be obtained. 
The major-general commanding directs that you send out a suffi- 
-cient force with these men as guides to communicate with the party 
resisting the draft and render them any needful assistance, and if 
they wish to come within our lines to bying them in. Every effort 
will be made to capture parties conscripting, and all families that 
desire to come within our lines will be brought in. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EK. B. PARSONS, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CONFIDENTIAL. | Hpgrs. Cav. Corps, ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC, 
February 27, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KILPATRICK, 
Commanding Third Cavalry Division: 

GENERAL: Five hundred men from the Second Division and 700 
from the First Division, withthe proper complements of officers, are 
directed to report to you by 8 o’clock to-night, to fill your division to 
4,000 men. : 

Very respectfully, 
A. PLEASONTON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


ALEXANDRIA, February 27, 1864. 
(Received 10 p. m. 
Colonel TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff: 
CoLONEL: My men have patrolled the country pretty thoroughly 
to-day ; they did not see any guerrillas. We have information that 
a small party of guerrillas were near Accotink, and also at Mason’s 


Hill, last night. 
\ H.-H. WELLS; 
LIieutenant-Colonel and Provost-Marshal-General. 


CUMBERLAND, February 27, 1864—2 p. m. 
(Received 3 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
’ Chief of Staff, Washington: 
Scouts returned from Franklin. The information of Colonel Quirk 
was incorrect. Nothing there but a strong picket from Jackson’s 


force. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier- General, 


epee | 
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“Hpgrs. Srconp Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 

/ New Creek, W. Va., February 27. 1864. 
Lieut. M. ‘J, Russeux, By A Mees: 
A. 4, A. G.,Second Div., Dept. of West Virgina: 


LIZU gynant: I have the honor to report the following statement 
of Da vid Bowman, a conscript and deserter from the rebel army. He} 
arrlv ed here this morning from Dayton, 4 miles west of Harrison-} 
bur g, Va., which place he left on last Sunday, 21st instant. He re- } 
po rts General Early, with a force of about 3,000 or 4,000 infantry, at) 
Taylor's Springs, 5 miles east of Harrisonburg. He states that he) 
(Bowman) was informed by one of General Rosser’s command that 
there were between 200 and 300 desertions from the rebel army dur- 
img General Early’s late yaid in this part of the country. He also | 
‘states that General Rosser with a battalion of cavalry is now near | 
Augustz, Va., encamped at Mount Meridian ; he reports Imboden at 
-or neat Lexington, Va., with a force of about 800, composed of cay- 
ealry, mounted infantry, infantry, and six pieces of artillery. 

“am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
MARTIN WALLACE, 
Capt. and Actg. Provost-Marshal, 2d Div., Dept. of W. Va. 


| 
) 
| 


{Indorsement. } 


Hpgrs. Seconp Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
New Creek, W. Va., February 28, 1864. 


~ Respectfully forwarded for the general commanding’s information. 
JAS. A. pee 
olonel. 


Hopgrs. FourtH Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, February 27, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F. KELLEY, 


Cumberland: 

Deserter from Lomax’s brigade, this side Staunton, came in during 
the night. Says Rosser’s command most all on furlough. Imboden 
was in Rockbridge. Horses of all commands scanty and in poor con- 
dition. Gilmor is out on scout. Small dismounted parties foraging 
through the country. Heard of no movement in any direction. I 
reckon that the force at Franklin is a strong picket posted in appre- 
hension of an advance of us. . 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTomac, 
February 28, 1864, 
Major-General WARREN, 
Commanding Second Corps : 
The major-general commanding directs me to inform you that 
General Kilpatrick will move to-night, cross the Rapidan at the 
lower fords, and turning the enemy’s right flank operate in his rear. 
He will be abseut several days. He will withdraw all the supports 
and reserves of his picket-line, but will leave his pickets. . ; 
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The inciosed telegram,* just received, showing a brigade o. enemy’s 
cavalry at Morton’s Ford, will require more than usual vigilance on 
the part of your infantry brigade near there. 

AA. HUMPHREYS; 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


ROBERTSON River, February 28, 1864—2 p. m. 


Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
. Chief of Staff : 

GENERAL: J arrived here at 12 m. and sent forward a brigade and 
battery, which are now in Madison Court-House. Cavalry pickets 
were seen on the river bank when we approached, but made no 
resistance. About 20 cavalrymen were in the town of Madison 
Court-House, but left as our advance entered. I do not hear of any 
infantry in the vicinity of the town. Iwill remain here. One bri- 
gade and battery in the town; the rest of the corps on the river bank 
until further developments. I sent signal officer to Thoroughfare 
Mountain, but it has been too hazy to open communication. I am 
building a bridge over the river to use in case of a sudden rise, 


Birney is at James City. 
JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 28, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER CAVALRY CORPS: 

The major-general commanding directs that the right of General 
Merritt’s picket and patrol line be thrown forward toward the Rob- 
ertson and Rapidan Rivers, so that General Sedgwick and General 
Birney will have cavalry in their front, to give warning of any 
approach of the enemy from the upper Rapidan and_ Robertson. 
This cavalry force will be increased, if necessary, for the effectual 
performance of the duty, 

Very respectfully, &c., 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY RESERVE BRIGADE, 
Camp near Mitchell’s Station, February 28, 1864. 
Capt. G. B. SANFORD, 
i A. A. A. G., Hdgrs. First Cav. Div., Culpeper, Va.: 
Captain: I have the honor to state that when this brigade was 
ordered to take position at or near this point on the 26th of December 
last that I was informed that there was to be a division of infantry 
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long as the roads were heavy or impassable for artillery and cavalryi 
or the weather too inclement for a movement, I have felt able tc 
maintain myself at this point against heavy odds, but now that th 
roads are good, the creeks and streams at low stages of water, and) 
the country generally traversible by all arms, I think that my posi+ 
tion is too exposed for a small cavalry force, and that if Tam ex 
pected to maintain my present position a strong force of infantry? 
‘with artillery should be sent to assist me. Ido not wish to be un-~ 
derstood as wishing to move back. I desire particularly to remain: 
where I am and allow the command to enjoy while they can the; 
winter huts that have cost them hard labor to construct. But I do} 
not think that the force now in this vicinity, within cannon-shot of’ 
the enemy’s lines, is strong enough to even delay a sharp and well-. 
supported attack. There are, [am informed by citizens living in the| 
neighborhood, wood roads, known to few, but passable, by which by. 
a sharp dash of cavalry the left flank of this position could be turned, | 
driving in our pickets in front of them. The four pieces of artillery 
attached to this brigade are all ‘that are available to the command 
for the fords from Raccoon up to Cedar Run Mountain. At this 
present time, with 1,500 of my picked men out, my whole available 
force is not over 500 men, chiefly dismounted or mounted on unserv- 
iceable horses. 
Iam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALFRED GIBBS, 
Colonel, Commanding Cavalry Reserve Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY RESERVE BRIGADE, 
February 28, 1864. 
Capt. GEoRGE B. SANFORD, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cav. Div.: 


Caprain : In view of the prospect for active service by this com- 
mand, I have the honor to call the attention of the commanding 
general to the number of dismounted men in this brigade, and the 
urgent necessity which exists for supplying them with horses. Re- 
ports have been sent to division headquarters each day for over a 
month exhibiting the condition of this command with reference to 
this particular, but as no action that Iam aware of has been taken 
to remedy this evil, I am induced to make it the subject of a special 
communication. The memorandum report of last evening shows an 
aggregate of 344 dismounted men in the brigade, together with 155 
unserviceable horses, thus leaving about 500 men totally unfit for 
mounted service. This condition of affairs demands immediate 
action, as in the event of a sudden move the command would be 
taken at great disadvantage, as these men would be compelled to 
operate on foot, and the limited facilities for transportation now at 
my disposal would scarcely accommodate so large a number of use- 
less horse equipments. I have thought that the departure of veteran 
volunteers and regulars upon furlough would leave a sufficient num- 
ber of animals to mount the remainder of the brigade, but in that 
event the number of surplus horse equipments would prove a great 
incumbrance, and upon the return of these veterans they will then, 
as now, require horses. In view of these circumstances, I have the 
honor to request that speedy measures be taken to obviate the diffi- 


i 


 Cnar. XLV.) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 611 


culties herein set forth by disposing of these horse equipments until 
the return of the re-enlisted veterans, and by securing horses for 
them so that no delay will be experienced in remounting them as 
soon as they come back. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ALFRED GIBBS, 
Colonel First New York Dragoons, Commanding Brigade. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., February 28, 1864. 


; Maj. Gen. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER, 


OComdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina: 
GENERAL: At 10 p. m. yesterday Colonel McChesney dispatched 
a communication to the effect that he expects an attack within a day 
or two, and that soon there would be a grand attack upon our forces 
in North Carolina. He asks forre-enforcements. While there is no 
reserve force, | have sent him one Connecticut regiment, and hope 
he will be able to hold all our interests. His informant is Hon. Mr. 
Satterthwaite, one of the leading men in North Carolina, of whom I 
have made mention to you. He has plantations near Washington, 
N. C., and is one of Governor Vance’s friends. 
In haste, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NoRTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., February 28, 1864. 
Commodore DAVENPORT, 
U_S. Navy: 

ComMMopDoRE : A concurrence of testimony indicates that this posi- 
tion is about to incur a formidable attack. Dispatches from the mili- 
tary commander at Washington are to the effect that he has infor- 
mation of a meditated attack upon that place within a few days, 
which will probably be preliminary to that upon New Berne. Major- 
General Peck directs me to request you, if there are not already two 
gun-boats in the vicinity of Washington and if the demands else- 
where are not such as to prevent, that another boat may be sent to 
a position off Washington for a short time. It is the general’s im- 
pression that there are already two there. 

I remain, commodore, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ENJ. B. FOSTER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


‘ 
Hpgrs. ARMY AND District OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., February 28, 1864. 
General I. N. PALMER, 
Commanding Post and Defenses of New Berne : 

GENERAL: Major-General Peck directs that nine companies of the 
‘Twenty-first Connecticut Volunteers proceed at once to Washington, 
N. C., to report to Colonel McChesney, commanding Sub-district 
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of the Pamlico, taking with them their camp equipage and a supply 
of ammunition, and so far as practicable in condition for immediat 
active service. Necessary transportation will be furnished by the 
quartermaster’s department. nag a 

Labor upon the new work upon the Neuse River this side of For 
Stevenson and upon the new line on the south side of the Trent will 
be at once resumed by-fatigue parties and pressed with all possible; 
dispatch. The commanding general further directs that steps be a 
once taken under your direction to complete the system of obstruc- 
tions in the Neuse River above the town. | 

He also directs that you at once proceed to organize all enrolled! 
white men and all colored men within the limits of your command 
into military companies as a component part of the forces for the 
defense of this place. Proper officers must either be appointed by: 
you or selected by the companies, who shall be reponsible for the in- 
struction and discipline of the companies and such arms and equip-| 
ments as shall be issued to them. A place of rendezvous will be 
designated to which, at the moment of alarm, these companies will 
repair, thence to be marched to such position as you may assign’ 
them, it not being considered necessary that more than 50 men should 
be left as a provost guard within the town. With a view to the ex- 
ecution of these measures the chief provost-marshal, Captain Denny, 
and the superintendent of negro affairs, Captain James, will be 
directed to report to you for orders. 

Considerations of military necessity as well as humanity demand 
that all contrabands now living outside of your lines be at once with- 
drawn within the defenses and assigned some location selected with 
reference equally to the general health and the defense of the town. 
As in case of attack these people must suffer materially, it is deemed 
‘advisable to send so many of these people as can be, exclusive of 
those in the service of the military department, to the colony at 
Roanoke Island. The materials of their houses will be taken with 
them, the quartermaster’s department furnishing transportation. 
The general regrets to learn indirectly that the Third New York 
Cavalry, about 500 strong, are not in a condition for active service in 
the field. If necessary equipage has remained bebind at Fort Mon- 
roe details should be immediately dispatched to bring it here. 

I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BENJ. B. FOSTER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District of NortH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., February 28, 1864. 
Col. J. M. McCHEsNEy, : 


Commanding Sub-district of the Pamlico : 

CoLoNneL: Major-General Peck has received your private com- 
munication of February 27, 10 p. m. 

Orders have been issued for the Twenty-first Connecticut Volun- 
teers to report to you, although it is difficult to spare any from the 
defenses of New Berne, and particularly as indications favor the 
supposition that any attack that may be made upon Washington 
will bein the nature of a feint to divert attention from a serious 
attack upon New Berne. That the enemy is contemplating such an 
attack is the concurrent testimony from various and reliable sources. 


: 


; 
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f you have time it will be well to throw up a small battery on the 
rest in the rear of Fort Washington. Your attention is called to 
he necessity of sufficient supplies and particularly of intrenching 
ools and axes, some of which should be in each work. 
The general believes that there is now a second gun-boat below 
he town near Hill’s Point. 
I remain, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BENJ. B. FOSTER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
New Berne, February 28, 1864. 
Jolonel JOURDAN, 
Morehead City : 


General Peck has information which leads him to apprehend an 
ittack on some part of the lines, probably within a day or two. He 
vishes you to suspend military duty at Newport and put every man 
m fatigue duty, as that is the key to our railroad line. Fatigue 
arties must be employed night and day cutting down timber, 
locking up approaches, and strengthening the defenses generally. 
ay to Colonel Ripley that there must not be’any surrender of the 
vorks at Newport under any circumstances. 

JAS. D2 OLE W ATES 
Ineutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS, ' 
New Berne, N. C., February 28, 1864. 
Jolonel JOURDAN, 
Morehead City: 

General Peck wishes you to organize immediately into companies 
ll the whites and blacks in your district, especially at Beaufort, 
forehead, and Newport, as you must rely on them as a component 
art of your force for the defenses of your line. Appoint rendez- 
‘ous, so these men will know where to procure arms, &c. 

JAS. D. OUTWATER, 

Ineutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


) 
JONFIDENTIAL.| Hpgrs. ARMy AND Dist. oF N. CAROLINA, 

E New Berne, N. C., February 28, 1864. 
yeneral H. W. WESSELLS, 

Commanding Sub-district of the Albemarle : 

GENERAL: Your advices to the commanding general with regard 
0 a meditated attack and the preparation of iron-clad boats at Hali- 
ax and Kinston have been confirmed from various and reliable 
ources. The indications are that a feint will be made at Washing- 
on, N. C., with a view to direct attention and troops in that direction, 
nd that the grand attack will then be made upon New Berne. By 
his arrangement, with Kinston as a base, the enemy can suddenly 
hrow their forces from Washington against New Berne, a plan 


| 
| 
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which will give them advantages over any combined movement upori 
Plymouth. You are now so strongly fortified and have the co 
operation of so largea naval force that at this time the general 
apprehends nothing more than a demonstration against you. | 
1t may be necessary to call upon you for one of your smallest regi 
ments, say the Sixteenth Connecticut, and you will therefore haves 
them in readiness to move either to Washington or New Berne at! 
the shortest notice. It is not the general’s intention to call away) 
auy troops if it can be avoided, and this direction is given you only; 
as preparatory to a contingency that may arise. | 
Your attention is called to the necessity of providing for water’ 
within the works, and a supply of rations and intrenching tools, 
If there is any deficiency in these last respects they can be obtained | 
here. The negroes on Roanoke Island should be prepared to resist a) 
boat raid against the island in case of attack. | 
I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BENJ. B. FOSTER, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SUB-DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS, February 28, 1864. 
Colonel RIPLEY : : 


An attack on our lines is expected by Major-General Peck within 
a day or two. Suspend all military duty except that which is in- 
tended for defensive purposes. Make every man work night and 
day from the moment you receive this dispatch. Newport must be 
held at all hazards. I will send you the section of howitzers to-night, 
under command of Lieutenant Tully. Keep your cavalry on the 
alert to obtain information. Leave nothing undone to enable you to 
make a splendid defense. Look well to the condition of yourarms and 
ammunition, as well as to the quantity. Telegraph to the Ordnance 
Department for what you want. Request Lieutenant Pearce to send 
it to you at once. Keep me informed of all matters of importance. 

J. JOURDAN, 
Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS SUB-DISTRICT OF BEAUFORT, 
February 28, 1864. 
Colonel RIPLEY, 
Newport Barracks ; 


General Peck directs that you, through your provost-marshal, 
immediately organize all male citizens, white and black, to assist 
you in the expected attack. You will immediately order the com- 
manding officer at Croatan to blockade the three roads leading from 
the railroad between Croatan and the 7-mile post, in the direction 
of Evans’ Mills. Send citizens with tools, under the charge of a non- 
commissioned officer, to assist in the work at once. I have tele- 
graphed to General Peck for a locomotive and cars. When they 
arrive at Newport use them for what is absolutely necessary and 
then send them to me. Use every man within the limits of your 
command. 

_ J. JOURDAN, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

; February 29, 1864—10 a.m. (Received 11.30 a. m.) 
Maj, Gen. H. W. Hatvecx, 

. General-in-Chief : 
_. Acavalry expedition left last evening with the intention of attempt- 
ing to carry Richmond by a coup de main, General Kilpatrick in 
command. If successful, expects to be there by to-morrow p. m., 
March 1, and may the next day be in the vicinity of General Butler’s 
outposts and pickets. Will you please notify that officer, that his 
advanced posts may be warned ? 

i GEO. G. MEADE, 


Major-General. 
(Transmitted to General Butler February 29.) 
§ 


5 WASHINGTON, Hebruary 29, 1864—3. p. m. 
Major-General Mmapz, 
Army of the Potomac: 

Your telegram has been forwarded to General Butler. No further 
information from Kast Tennessee of Longstreet’s retreat, but it is 
thought there that he will rejoin Lee. 

H. W. HALLECK, 


General-in-Chief. 


GARNETT’S MountTAIn, February 29, 1864—6 p. m. 


Major-General Newton, and 
CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, Army of the Potomac: 
_ No change in the enemy’s position in our front. The enemy seems 
to be unaware of the move, as they are all very quiet. Some of their 
regiments have been drilling to-day. 

WIGGINS, 


Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY CORPS, 
Robertson River, February 29, 1864—8 a. m. 


Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
? Chief of Staff: 
~ General Custer, with his command, moved forward at 2 o’clock 
this morning. The enemy, it appears, have no infantry on this side 
of the Rapidan, and very little if any cavalry. I have sent another 
brigade across the river. The weather continues so hazy as to pre- 
vent signal communication. General Custer informs me that if he 
does not return by Wednesday morning it will be because he is cut 
off and compelled to seek another route, and that it will not be neces- 
sary for my command to remain here longer than Wednesday morn- 
ing. Does the general commanding desire that I shal! remain beyond 
that time if Custer does not return and I do not hear from him ? 
JOHN SEDGWICK, 


Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
February 29, 1864—12,50 p. m. 
COMMANDING OFFICER SIXTH CORPS: 
Your duplicate dispatches of 8 o’clock this morning received. If 
General Custer does not return during Wednesday morning the | 
commanding general still desires you to remain until directed to | 


| 
return. You will keep him advised as often as practicable on Wed- | 


nesday, so that, if necessary, instructions may be sent you. 
Very respectfully, &c., 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


‘ THOROUGHFARE MOoUNTAIN, | 
February 29, 1864—2 p. m. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff: 
Firing in the direction of Gordonsville, a long distance off. Noth- 


ing from Custer. 
JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General, 


THOROUGHFARE MOUNTAIN, 
February 29, 1864—6 p. m. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
, Chief of Staff: 
The firing ceased at 3 p.m. Nothing from Custer yet. 
JOHN SEDGWICK, 
Major-General, 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
; February 29, 1864. 
Major-General PLEASONTON : 

General Meade directs me to say that Cline left Spotsylvania 
Court-House at 2 o’clock last night. Colonel Dahlgren was then 
there, and the rear of General Kilpatrick’s column was 2 miles beyond 
Chancellorsville. No alarm yet given. A negro direct from Gui- 
ney’s Station reported Hampton’s division there, with orders to keep 
together for fear of an attack from below Richmond. General Kil- 
patrick was well assured of success. 

SHARPE, 
Colonel, 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 


: February 29, 1864. 
Brigadier-General BENHAM, : 


Commanding Engineer Brigade, Washington, D. C. : 
Sir: You will please make a detailed report of the bridge material 
on hand, enumerating the portion now ready for the field, also that 
which may be rendered so within two weeks. You will also cause 


bas 
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to be constructed as soon as practicable an advance guard train of 
the following description : 

Twenty-four canvas pontoons, without Birago trestles. One hun- 
dred and ninety-two balks, white pine, 21 feet by 44 inches by 44 
inches ; in other respects similar to those used with the French train. 
Five hundred chesses, 11 feet by 12 inches by 14 inches. Each pon- 
toon-wagon to be loaded with one boat, anchor, cable, oars, &c., and 
8 balks. Each chess-wagon loaded with 42 chesses. The wagons 
to be as light as possible, consistent with strength. The cordage to 
be the same as the present canvas train, with the addition of the 
necessary balk lashings. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | WAR Dept, ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 96. \ Washington, February 29, 1864. 


* * * * * * * 


47, Brig. Gen. A. P. Howe, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby assigned 
to the command of the artillery depot and the charge of the office 
of inspector of artillery in this city, relieving Brig. Gen. W. F. 
Barry, U. 8. Volunteers. 

General Barry, on being relieved, will report in person, without 
delay, for duty, to Major-General Grant, U. S. Army, commanding 
Military Division of the Mississippi. 

* * *K # * * id * 


By order of the Secretary of War: 


W. Ae NICHOLS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DIVISION, 
February 29, 1864—9.25 p. m. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TayLor, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of Washington : 


I have the honor to report all quiet. A party of tive of Mosby’s 
men were seen this morning near Chichester Mills. A scouting 
party, consisting of 200 men, under command of Major Nicholson, 
Sixteenth New York Cavalry, was sent out at 2 p. m. to-day to scour 
the country from Annandale to the Occoquan, by Wolf Run Shoals ; 
thence, between Bull Run battle-field and Centreville, to Gum Spring, 
Frying Pan, and around Dranesville. It is supposed from informa- 
tion received that a considerable force of the enemy’s cavalry is in 
our vicinity. Three parties of dismounted men, two of 50 and one 
of 75 men, will go out to-night to operate by ambuscade in the region 
through which it is believed the enemy will be compelled to pass. 

A HeGRIMSHA W, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 
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ALEXANDRIA, February 29, 1864—10.20 p.m. 
Colonel TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staffand Assistant Adjutant-General : 

CoLONEL : It is reported that Mosby and 5 men are inside the 
lines beyond Falls Church. Two companies of cavalry from Vienna 
are in pursuit. and all my men are out tointercept him, if possible. 
. Hon. Wats; 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Provost-Marshal-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) WAR .DeEpT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 80. Washington, February 29, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. Franz Sigel, U. S. Volunteers, is assigned to the com- 
mand of the Department of West Virginia. 


By order of the President : 
W. A. NICHOLS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Fort Monrog, Va., February 29, 1864—6 p. m. 


(Received 6.30 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 

Dispatch received.* I will advance to New Kent Court-House 
2,000 infantry, a battery, and 1,000 cavalry, under an experienced 
officer, starting on the evening of March 1, to reach New Kent at 3 
p. m. Wednesday, to aid incase of disaster, to receive prisoners, or 
to cover retreat. Is this approved ? 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 


Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, February 29, 1864—9 p, m. 
Major-General BUTLER, 
Fort Monroe, Va. : 

Act as you deem best under the circumstances. The telegram sent 
to you was the first notice received here of General Kilpatrick’s 
movements. | 

H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


Fort Monroe, VA., Mebruary 29, 1864 
(Received 9.40 p. m.) 
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 
Flag-of-truce boat is in. Our defeat in Florida is confirmed by 
official dispatch. General Bragg is appointed to Commander-in- 
Chief of the Confederate Army. They claim a repulse of Grant 
from Tunnel Hill after severe fighting, and that all expectation of a 
general engagement is over. 
: BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


* Meade to Halleck, same date, p. 615. 
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Hpgrs. ARMY AND District or NorRTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., February 29, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commanding Sub-district of the Albemarle, Plymouth : 
GENERAL: I have reliable information that the taking of Roan- 
oke Island is a part of the plan ordered to be executed at Richmond. 
The Confederates expect to open the Neuse and perhaps the Roan- 
oke with the rams, and in that event secure the island. Should no 
rams get by usa boat expedition will be organized for the island. 
Your security is in at once enrolling in companies all the blacks, 
appointing officers, and arming them as I am doing here with whites 
and blacks. If you need arms you can get of the ordnance officer 
here a sufficient number. . 
. Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


ITINERARY OF THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.* 
CAVALRY CORPS. 
First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Wesley Merritt. 


During the month the division was encamped in the vicinity of 
Culpeper Court-House, engaged in picketing from below Raccoon 
Ford, on the Rapidan River, to the vicinity of Hazel River. 

February 6 and 7.—The division made a reconnaissance to Barnett’s 
Ford, on the Rapidan River, engaging the enemy and skirmished 
with them, resulting in the loss of Capt. J. P. Ash, Fifth U.S. Cav- 
alry, and 2 men of the First U. S. Cavalry and 5 men of the Fifth 
U. 8. Cavalry wounded, and 4 men wounded and 3 killed of the 
Eighth New York Cavairy. One thousand seven hundred men 
from the division were detailed and sent on special service, under 
command of Generals Kilpatrick and Custer, and have not yet re- 
turned. 


Second Brigade, First Division, commanded by Col. Thomas C. 
Devin, Sixth New York Cavalry. 


February 1 to 29.—Picketed the James City and Madison Court- 
House roads and Sperryville pike. 

February 24.—The Sixth New York Volunteer Cavalry returned 
from furlough. 

February 26.—The Ninth New York Volunteer Cavalry returned 
' from furlough. 
February 28.—The brigade was ordered on a reconnaissance. 


Second Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. David McM. Gregg. 


February 1 and 2,—Quiet ; headquarters division at Warrenton ; 
headquarters First Brigade at Warrenton; headquarters Second 
Brigade between Warrenton and Warrenton Junction. 

February 3 and 4.—Quiet ; Colonel Taylor commanding division ; 
Colonel Stedman, Sixth Ohio, commanding First Brigade; Colonel 
Smith, First Maine, commanding Second Brigade. 

February 5.—Quiet; some prisoners brought in; scout sent to 
Amissville; Major Thaxter, First Maine, commanding. 


*From returns of the commands indicated for February, 1864. 
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February 7 and 8.—Quiet; commission convened in Colonel Huey’s 
case. 

February 9.—Quiet; Capt. Charles Treichel appointed provost- 
marshal of division. 

February 10.—Quiet ; Colonel Taylor turned command over to Col- 
onel Smith ; Colonel Gardner, First Pennsylvania, commanding First 
Brigade; some of Mosby’s men captured. on 

February 12.—Quiet; General Gregg resumed command of divis- 
ion; scout sent to Amissville. 

February 13.—Quiet ; scout sent to Hartwood. 

February 14.—Quiet ; New Hampshire Battalion left for State. 

February 15.—Quiet ; reported movements of enemy’s infantry on 
our right; scout sent from First and Second Brigades to Gaines’ 
Cross-Roads and Little Washington. . 

February 16.—Quiet; brigade drill. 

February 17.—Quiet ; deserter came in with important _informa- 
tion; Lieutenant-Colonel Kester, First New Jersey, ordered out 
with detachments of division to Salem, Piedmont, Markham, &c. 

February 18.—Quiet; scout returned bringing 28 of Mosby’s band. 

February 19.—Quiet; Dr."-W. W. L. Phillips reported for duty 
from sick leave. 

February 20.—Quiet; brigade drill. 

February 21 and 22.—Quiet. 

February 23.—Review of division by General Gregg. 

February 24 to 26.—Quiet ; Third Pennsylvania ordered to report 
to the provost-marshal-general, Army of the Potomac. 

February 27.—Detachment from the First Brigade, 500 strong, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Stedman, Sixth Ohio, with three .days’ 
rations, ordered to report to General Custer, and 500 men, under 
Major Taylor, First Maine, ordered to report to General Kilpatrick 
for special duty. 

February 28.—Received orders to march on 29th, 3 a. m.; head- 
quarters and 469 men from Second Brigade marched to Stevensburg 
to occupy lines left by General Kilpatrick. 


first Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. John P. Taylor, 
First Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


The brigade has been encamped during the month in the immediate 
vicinity of Warrenton, Va., doing picket duty and scouting the sur- 
rounding country. 

February 17.—A scouting party under command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Kester, First New Jersey Cavalry, succeeded in capturing 
28 of Mosby’s men, 50 horses, &c., near Piedmont and Paris, Va.: 
nothing further of importance to record. ; é 


Second Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. J. Irvin Gregg, 
Sixteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


FfRST MAINE. 


Duties of the present month much the same as in January—princi- 
pally picket, scouting, and escort duty. 

February 4.—Major Thaxter, with 150 men, went on a reconnais- 
es to vicinity of Piedmont, capturing 8 prisoners and several 
LOTSes. 
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February 10.—Major Thaxter, with 100 men, went on a scout to 
Haymarket and vicinity. Three times this month 100 men have re- 
lieved a like detail on Morrisville road for three days’ picket; 1 
commissioned officer and 34 enlisted men on daily picket. 

February 28.—Major Taylor, with 300 men, went on expedition. 

February 29.—Colonel Smith, with 84 men, also went out. Neither 
party has reported ; 43 recruits received and 35 re-enlisted present. 


month. 


TENTH NEW YORK. 


Encamped between Warrenton and Warrenton Junction, doing 


picket duty, &c. There have been no casualties during this month. 


SIXTEENTH PENNSYLVANIA. 


Camp at Turkey Run ; Ist, 9th, 18th, 27th, details of 100 men on 
three days’ tour of picket on Morrisville road. 

February 27.—Every available mounted man ordered out on an 
expedition, the object and result of which is as yet unknown. 


THIRTEENTH PENNSYLVANIA. 


February 10.—Changed regimental headquarters ; ordered on de- 
tached service to relieve Fourth Pennsylvania Cavalry at Bristoe 
Station, on duty with Second and Third Divisions, Fifth Army 
Corps. 

Pe braary 14.—An escort from regiment, under Lieut. P. 8. Karly, 
was attacked by guerrillas concealed in woods near Brentsville, Va. ; 
we had 2 men killed and 4 wounded. 


EIGHTH PENNSYLVANIA. 
/ 
February 16.—Companies C, M, and F, under command of Maj. J. 
W. Wistar, went on a scout toward Amissville; returned same day. 
February 28.—Regiment ordered out; left camp at 12 p. m.; 
marched to Stevensburg, reaching there at 8 a.m., and went into 


camp. 
FOURTH PENNSYLVANIA. 
Regiment has been engaged in no actions ; in many scouts of minor 
importance. 


February 11.—Marched from Bristoe Station to headquarters Sec- 
ond Brigade, Second Division, Cavalry Corps, near Warrenton ; dis- 


‘tance, 20 miles. ‘ 


SECOND PENNSYLVANIA. 
’ February 1 to 29.—In camp near Warrenton. 
Third Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Judson Kilpatrick. 


The command is doing picket duty from Stringfellow’s house, on 


the right, to Culpeper Ford, on the Rapidan ; thence across the Neck 
to Kemper’s Dam, on the Rappahannock. 


February 6.—A portion of the command crossed the Rapidan at 
Culpeper Ford; captured 12 of the enemy’s pickets and returned to 
camp February 7. 
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February 28.—In the evening the division crossed Ely’s Ford, on, 
the Rapidan, capturing the picket-post at that point; arrived at) 
Spotsylvania Court-House at 10 a. m. | 

February 29.—At Beaver Dam Station at 1 p.m.; burned the depot | 
and store-house and all public property at that place; went into 
camp near the South Anna at 9 p.m. 

First Brigade, Third Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry | 
EK. Davies, jr. 
The command is doing picket duty on the extreme left and front 


of the army, stretching from Colonel Humphrey’s house, on the Rap- | 
idan, across the Neck to Kemper’s Dam, on the Rappahannock. 

February 6.—The command marched across Culpeper Ford, on _ 
the Rapidan. to Culpeper Mine, capturing 10 of the enemy’s pickets. | 

February 7.—Returned to camp. | 

February 28.—The available force of the command started on an | 
expedition under General Kilpatrick south of the Rapidan; crossed, | 
at 1 a.m. February 29, at Ely’s Ford; marched all night, arriving at 
Chancellorsville at 5 a. m., at Spotsylvania Court-House at 11 a. 
m., at Beaver Dam at 4 p.m.; broke up the railroad, destroyed the 
telegraph, burned depot, store-house, and all public property there ; 
had a slight skirmish with some of the enemy’s infantry, driving 
them back; crossed the North Anna at 6 p.m.,and went into camp 
near South Anna at 9 p.m. 


Cavalry Reserve Brigade, commanded by Col. Alfred Gibbs, First 
New York Dragoons. 


The brigade has remained in winter quarters, performing the 
usual picket, guard, and fatigue duties. 

February 6 and 7.—It participated in the reconnaissance made to 
Barnett’s Ford by Brigadier-General Merritt with the First Cavalry 
Division. The First United States, Second United States, and Sixth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, with adetachment of 150 men from the First 
New York Dragoons, now absent upon special service under Briga- 
dier-General Kilpatrick, commanding Third Cavalry Division. No 
reports could be received from these regiments, and they are conse- ‘ 
quently dropped as temporarily transferred from the brigade and 
will be taken up again on their return. ‘ 


FIRST ARMY CORPS. 


February 6.—The troops of this corps marched to Raccoon Ford, 
Rapidan River. Pickets were established and the troops biv- 
ouacked for the night; received orders to return to camp at dusk of 


» the 7th instant. 


Artillery, Brigade, commanded by Col. Charles S. Wainwright, 
first New York Light Artillery. 


February 7.—Battery B, Fourth U. 8. Artillery ; L, First New 
York Artillery, and A, First Maryland Volunteer Artillery, moved 
toward Raccoon Ford, on the Rapidan, pursuant to orders from 
corps headquarters. L and A were detached from the rest of the 
corps and took position between Raccoon and Morton’s Fords, this 
side of the Rapidan. The two batteries expended about 60 rounds 
of ammunition without eliciting a reply from the enemy. 

February 8.—They returned to the main body of the corps, went 


} 
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into park for the most of the day, and returned to the old camp near 
Culpeper. B, Fourth U.S. Artillery, after the other batteries left, 
remained in park until the return to camp. Distance marched, 24 
miles, including the advance and return. 


first Brigade, First Division, commanded by Col. William W. 
Robinson, Seventh Wisconsin Infantry. 


February 6.—Left camp at 8 a. m. and moved to a point near Rac- 
coon Ford, on the Rapidan, where the brigade went into camp. 
After dark that night the colonel commanding, with 300 men taken 
from the several regiments, moved to the ford and burned the vil- 
lage located there. Returned to camp without loss, but few shots 
being fired, and remained there until 4 p. m. of the 7th, when the 
troops marched for their recent camp near Culpeper, where they 
arrived that night. 

February 26.—The Seventh Wisconsin Veteran Volunteers returned 
from Wisconsin. 

February 28.—The Sixth Wisconsin Veteran Volunteers returned 
from their State. 


Second Brigade, First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. James 
; Rice. 


February 6.—The command moved on a reconnaissance to near Rac- 
coon Ford and returned .on the evening of the 7th instant. 


Second Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. John C. Robinson. 


February 6.-—Made a reconnaissance to Raccoon Ford, on the Rap- 
idan River. 
February 7.—Returned to our old quarters, where we still remain. 


First Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. Sanvuel H. 
3 Leonard, Thirteenth Massachusetts Infantry. 


The brigade has been performing outpost duty at Mitchell’s Sta- 
tion, on the. Orange and Alexandria Railroad, during the month of 
February. 


Third Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. John R. Kenly. 


February 5.—Received marching orders to move at 3 a. m. of the 
6th instant. ; 
February 6.—Marched about 7 a. m. toward the Rapidan River and 
‘halted within a mile of Raccoon Ford. Pickets were established 
and the division bivouacked for the night. 
_ February 7.—All quiet ; orders received at dusk to return to camp. 


First Brigade, Third Division, commanded by Col. Edmund L. 
Dana, One hundred and forty-third Pennsylvania Infantry. 


February 5.—Received marching orders to march at 3 a. m. on the 
morning of the 6th. 

February 6.—Marched about 7 a. m. toward the Rapidan and halted 
within a mile of Raccoon Ford. Pickets were established and the 
brigade bivouacked for the night. 

February 7.—All quiet ; received orders at dusk to return to camp. 
The brigade is now doing picket duty and having daily drills. 


4 ‘ : | 
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In camp at Cole’s Hill, Culpeper County. | ; | 

February 6.—Moved at 7 a. m. to the Rapidan, Brigadier-Genera, 
Caldwell temporarily commanding. At Morton’s Ford crossed Third 
Division, Brig. Gen. Alexander Hays commanding, which took pos 
tion on the south bank. Major-General Warren resumed command 
at 4 p. m.; severe skirmishing and shelling from the enemy’s bat- 
teries for an hour after dark. The Second Division, Brigadier 
General Webb commanding, relieved Third Division, and was itself 
withdrawn during the night. 

February 7.—In position on the north bank until 6 p. m., when) 
the corps returned to camp. Total loss, 255 killed, wounded, and 
missing. * 

February 29.—In camp at Cole’s Hill. | 

During the month the following organizations were furloughed in| 
a body as veteran volunteers: Nineteenth Massachusetts, Seventh 
West Virginia, Companies D, HE, I, and K, Highty-first Pennsyl- 
vania, and Companies EK and G, Fifty-seventh New York Volunteers. 
The following organizations returned from veteran furlough during 
the month: Companies A, B, C, D, F, G, and H, Sixty-first New 
York ; Companies A and B, Sixty-ninth New York; Highty-eighth 
New York, Fifty-third Pennsylvania, Seventh Michigan, Fifty-ninth 
New York, and First Delaware Volunteers. 


First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. John C. Caldwell. 


February 6.—In the morning the command, in accordance with 
orders from corps headquarters, marched from camp near Stevens- 
burg, Va., in the direction of Morton’s Ford, on the Rapidan River, 
arriving there about 12m. The command was put in line, one bri- 
gade supporting Ricketts’ battery until 6 p.m. of February 7, when, 
the movement having proved successful, the command returned to 
camp. 


First Brigade, First Division, commanded by Col. H. Boyd Me- 
Keen, Highty-first Pennsylvania Infantry. 


February 6.—At 7 a.m. the brigade marched from its camp near 
Stevensburg, Va., to Morton’s Ford, arriving there at 1 p.m. Dur- 
ing the afternoon of this day the Eighty-first Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers were deployed as skirmishers under command of Lieut. Col. 
'K. O. Broady, of the Sixty-first New York Volunteers, and skir- 
mished about 13 miles to the left of the Second Army Corps, on this 
side of the river, meeting no enemy. 

Pebruary 7.—The brigade supported a section of Ricketts’ battery, 
aoe Se. to its old camp soon after dark, where it remained up 

o this date. 


Third Brigade, First i i, commanded by Col. Paul Frank, 
fifty-second New York Infantry. 


February 6.—This command, in conjunction with the division and 
corps, and in pursuance of instructions from division headquarters, 
marched from camp with three days’ rations in the direction of Mor- 


*See table, p, 118, 
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ton’s Ford, on the Rapidan River, reaching there about 12 m. ; re- 
mained there in line until about 6 p.m. of February 7, when it was 
understood the corps accomplished the object of the reconnaissance ; 
returned to camp. No further movements during the month. 


Second Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. R. Penn 
Snuth, Seventy-first Pennsylvania Infantry. 


The brigade has been encamped during the month near Stevens- 
burg, Va. 

February 5 and 6.—Made a reconnaissance, crossing the Rapidan 
at Morton’s Ford. It lost no men in the movement, not being en- 
gaged in action. 


Third Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. Turner G. 
Morehead, One hundred and siath Pennsylvania Infantry. 


February 6.—Marched to Morton’s Ford, on the Rapidan River. 
February 7.—Returned to camp near Stevensburg, Va. , 


Third Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Alexander, Hays. 


February 6.—The division moved from camp at daylight to Mor- 
ton’s Ford, on the Rapidan River ; at 11.30 crossed the river, captur- 
ing the enemy’s pickets ; skirmished heavily with the enemy during 
the day ; recrossed the river same night. 

February 7.—Remained in position on north bank of the river until 
evening, when the command returned to its present camp. 

February 9.—¥irst Battalion, Seventh Regiment West Virginia 
Volunteers, left camp on furlough, having re-enlisted for the war. 

February 12.—First Regiment Delaware Veteran Volunteers re- 
turned from furlough. 


First Brigade, Third Division, commanded by Col. Samuel S. 
Carroll, Highth Ohio Infantry. | 


February 6.—Left camp at 7 a. m.; marched to Morton’s Ford ; 
crossed the river at 12.30 a. m., wading waist deep, going to the sup- 
port of the Third Brigade of this division ; skirmishers of brigade 
only engaged the enemy; recrossed at 10 p. m.; bivouacked near the 
ford until 7 p. m. of the 7th, when we returned to camp. 


Second Brigade, Third Division, commanded by Col. Thomas <A. 
: Smyth, First Delaware Infantry. 


‘February 6.—The command crossed the Rapidan at 1 p.m. on a 
reconnaissance, in conjunction with the rest of the division, and be- 
came engaged with theenemy. At midnightthe command recrossed 
the river and bivouacked. 

February 7.—Remained under arms at Morton’s Ford until dark, 
when the brigade returned to its former camp, the Fourteenth Regi- 
ment Connecticut Volunteers having been left to hold the ford. 

February 12.—The First Regiment Delaware Veteran Volunteers 
rejoined the command from furlough. 


- 40 R R—VOL, XXXII 
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| 
Third Brigade, Third Division, commanded by Ool. Augustus Funk, 
Thirty-ninth New York Infantry. 


February 6.—Pursuant to orders from corps headquarters the bri 
gade moved at 7 a. m. in the direction of Morton’s Ford, with three 
days’ rations and 40 rounds of ammunition. Three hundred picked 
men of this command first crossed the ford at 10 o’clock in the face} 
of the enemy, who filled the rifle-pits on the opposite bank, fror 
which they were driven, leaving in our hands as prisoners 27 me 
and 2 officers. A number of small-arms were also captured. Hav 
ing discovered the enemy to be in force, the Third and Second Divis- 
ions of this corps recrossed the river at 12.30 that night and returned | 
to camp on the 7th instant. 

THIRD ARMY CORPS. | 
First Division, commanded by Maj. Gen. David B. Birney. | 

February 1 to 6.—The division lay in its winter quarters, about 23. 
miles from Culpeper, Va., on Rixey’s farm. 

February 6.—In the evening the division, leaving baggage, &c., in 
camp, marched towards Raccoon Ford, encamping near Pony Mount- 
ain for the night. ; 

February 7—Marched about 2 miles nearer the ford, and at about 
5 p.m. returned under orders to its winter quarters ; lay in camp 
until the 28th. 

February 28.—In the morning marched with five days’ rations to 
James City, encamping there and communicating with the Sixth 
Corps, lying near Madison Court-House. Lay in bivouack at James 
City until March 2, when it returned to its former quarters. 


Third Brigade, First Division, commanded by Col. Thomas W. 
Hgan, Fortieth New York Infantry. 


February 6.—In obedience to orders, this brigade was marched 
to the vicinity of the Rapidan River and held as a support to the 
Second Corps. 

February ?.—Returned to our old camp in the afternoon and 
evening. 

February 29.—Marched to James City, and went into camp as a 
reserve to the Sixth Corps. 


Second Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry Prince. 


February 6.—Division marched to the vicinity of Morton’s Ford, on 
the Rapidan, passing through Stevensburg to support the Second 
Corps ; no casualties. 

February 7.—Returned to camp. 

Nothing of importance occurred during the month. 


First Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. William Blais- 
dell, Eleventh Massachusetts Infantry. 


February 1.—Brigade in camp near Brandy Station. 
February 6.—Received orders to move at? a. m.; moved at 3 p. m., 


marching through Stevensburg, encamping for the night about 3 
miles beyond. 
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February 7.—Received orders to return to camp, which was reached 
at dusk. 

_ Nothing further has occurred in this brigade worthy of note dur- 
ing the month. 


Third Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. William J. 
; Sewell, Fifth New Jersey Infantry. 


Remained in camp near Brandy Station, Va., participating in the 
reconnaissance to the Rapidan on the 6th and 7th. 


Third Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Joseph B. Carr. 


February 6.—Received orders to be in readiness to move at a mo- 
ment’s notice. At 4p. m. had orders to march; moved off in the 
direction of Culpeper Court-House, where the division arrived at 
dark, and continued the march until 9 p. m. ; halted and bivouacked 
for the night about 4 miles south of Culpeper. 

February 7.—At 7 a. m. resumed the march in the direction of 
Mitchell’s Station, in the vicinity of which the division arrived at 10 
a.m. and halted ; remained until sunset, when orders came to return 
to camp, where the division arrived at 11 p. m. 


Third Brigade, Third Division, commanded by Col. Benjamin F. 
Smith, One hundred and twenty-sixth Ohio Infantry. 


February 6.—Received orders to be in readiness to move at a mo- 
ment’s notice. About 4 p.m. had orders to march; moved off in the 
direction of Culpeper Court-House, where the brigade arrived at 
dark, and continued the march until 9 p. m.; halted and bivouacked 
for the night about 4 miles south of Culpeper Court-House. 

February 7.—At 7 a. m. resumed the march in the direction of 
Mitchell’s Station, in the-vicinity of which the brigade arrived at 10 
a.m.; halted and remained until sunset, when orders came to return 
to camp, where the brigade arrived at 11 p. m., since which time the 
brigade has remained in camp doing picket duty regularly. 

No change in headquarters or camps of brigade since last return. 


FIFTH ARMY CORPS. 
First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Joseph J. Bartlett. 


February 1 to 29.—In camp near Rappahannock Station, Va., per- 
forming the usual camp and picket duties. 


SIXTH ARMY CORPS. 


_ February 28.—Moved to James City, Va., from camp at Welford’s 


Ford. 
’ February 29.—Marched to Madison Court-House, Va., to support 
cavalry expedition of Brigadier-General Custer. 


First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. David A. Russell. 


February 27.—This division moved from Welford’s Ford, where it 
had been encamped since last report.; advanced to James City ; the 
following day moved from James City to Robertson River and 
placed in position in front of Madison Court-House. This position 
was held up to and including the 29th instant. 
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First Brigade, First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Alfred T. 
A. Torbert. 


February 27.—Remained in camp near Welford’s Ford up to this | 


date; broke camp in the morning and marched via Culpeper Court- 
House to James City, a distance of 12 miles, and bivouacked for the 
night. 

February 28.—Left camp at 7a. m., taking the advance of the corps, 
and crossed Robertson River at Russell’s Ford, the cavalry of the 
enemy falling back before us. Occupied Madison Court-House at 
4.30 p. m., the brigade being in position on different sides of the 
town, and picketing the roads to Orange Court-House, Gordonsville, 
and Charlottesville. 


Second Brigade, First Division, commanded by Col. Emory Upton, 
One hundred and twenty-first New York Infantry. 


February 27.—In camp near Welford’s Ford until this morning, 
when, leaving a guard in each camp, the brigade moved with the 
corps through Culpeper Court-House to James City, and bivouacked 
for the night. 

February 28.—Marched to Robertson River, 2 miles from Madi- 
son Court-House; again bivouacked until the 29th. 


Second Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry L. Eustis. 


February 27.—Marched to James City. 
February 28.—Marched to Robertson River, near Madison Court- 
House, where the command remained until the end of the month. 


Third Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. Daniel D. Bid- 
well, Forty-ninth New York Infantry. 


February 27.—Broke camp and marched to James City. 

February 28.—Broke camp at daybreak and marched to Robert- 
son River, near Madison Court-House, where we remained encamped 
to the end of the month. 


HEADQUARTERS SIXTH CORPS, 
Robertson River, March 1, 1864—6 p. m. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: General Custer has just come in with his entire com- 
mand. [will withdraw the brigades from the other side of the river 
to-night, and will start for my old camp to-morrow in accordance 
with my first orders. The river is rising rapidly, and it would not 
be safe to leave those brigades on the other side to-night. 


Very respectfully, HARRI CA NCTE 
] i, 
Major-General. 


: ALEXANDRIA, Va., March 1, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. Tayuor, Chief of Staff: 

CoLoNEL : The usual patrols have been sent out to-day. The party 
sent to Dumfries last evening returned this forenoon, having captured 
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1 rebel officer, 1 noted smuggler, 3 horses, 1 saber, and a Springfield 
musket. It is reported that Colonel Greene’s wagon train was fired 
on this afternoon near Burke’s Station by guerrillas. The informa- 
tion is very indefinite, but I cannot ascertain that any damage was 
done. I shall send a scout out. 
Respectfully, 
H. H. WELLS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Provost-Marshal-General. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., March 1, 1864. 
(Received 10.45 a. m.) ° 
Brigadier-General CuLLUM, 
Chief of Staff: 
The following dispatch from General Crook is transmitted for the 
information of the General-in-Chief : 


CHARLESTON, W. Va., February 29, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY : 


My scouts have returned from Boone and Logan Counties. Théy report that all 
rebels have left that country. They killed several guerrillas and brought in a few 
prisoners. Deserters from the rebel army and refugees are coming in here daily. 

GEORGE CROOK, 
Brigadier-General. 
; ; B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpgrs. FourtH Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, W. Va., March 1, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. James H. WILson, 
In Charge of Cavalry Bureau, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: J have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of 25th ultimo with reference to horses. I think — 
that 2,000 will be all that I shall require, but I would prefer that 
they should be delivered here instead of at Wheeling, and that 
they should be inspected by a cavalry officer of my command; also, 
if practicable, that at least 1,000 should be delivered as soon as the 
15th instant or before. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
NM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

March 2, 1864. 

Maj. T. M. VINCENT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
I have the honor to report that the total number of re-enlistments 

in this army up to and including the 29th ultimo were 25,826. 
GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, Commanding. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpers. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, ; 
No. 6. y March 2, 1864. 


The following regulations respecting the granting of passes within 
the lines of this army are published for the government of all con- 
cerned : 

Commanding officers of regiments are: authorized to grant passes 
within the limits of the brigade, commanding officers of brigades 
are authorized to grant passes within the limits of the division, 
and commanding officers of divisions are authorized to grant passes 
within the limits of the corps, to which they are severally attached. 
Corps commanders are authorized to grant passes beyond the limits 
of their corps. Every such pass must state distinctly the purpose 
for which it is given. 

By command of Major-General Meade : 

Ss. F. BARSTOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 2, 1864—9 p. m. 
The major-general commanding directs me to inform you that the 
exigency requiring your command to be held ready to move at short 


notice has passed away. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


(To corps commanders. ) 


HEADQUARTERS SIxTH CORPS, 
March 2, 1864—7 p. m. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to report the return of my command 
to its former camp. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN SEDGWICK, 


Major-General. 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
March 2, 1864. 
Captain PARSONS, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps : 
CAPTAIN: Direct General Merritt to send 500 men'to relieve Gen- 
eral Gregg at Stevensburg as soon as Custer’s command comes in. 
Notify General Gregg when relieved to return as soon as practica- 
ble to Warrenton. 
A. PLEASONTON, 
Major-General. 


4 | 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC, 
3 March 2, 1864. 
Major-General PLEASONTON, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps : 
General Merritt will draw in his pickets and patrols to their former 


lines. 
. , A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
; Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 2, 1864—4 a. m. 
COMMANDING OFFICER CAVALRY CoRPS: 

Who commands the cavalry of Gregg’s division ordered to Ste- 
vensburg ? Major Dake, at Stevensburg, reports that a scout states 
that the enemy are crossing at Germanna Ford. A force should 
be ordered to ascertain this at once. 7 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 


Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CoRPs, 
March 2, 1864. « 
General GREGG, 
Stevensburg : 
Major Dake, commanding Third Cavalry Division, says the enemy 
are crossing at Germanna Ford. The major-general commanding 
directs that you ascertain at once whether it is infantry or cavalry 


and in what force. 
C. ROSS SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


. STEVENSBURG, March 2, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. C. Ross Smriru, 
Chief of Staff: 

The last report I had from the party was to the effect that it could 
not be ascertained that any of the enemy had crossed the river. My 
party is still out. The officer commanding Third Cavalry Division 
only learns of two men having come over near Germanna at about 


12 o’clock last night. 
D. McM. GREGG, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
March 2, 1864. 
Captain Parsons : 

I have investigated the cause of the alarm last night, and found it 
to have arisen from the vedettes firing on a patrol which the enemy 
had established on taking away the cavalry pickets opposite Colonel 
Humphrey’s house. Two scouts are reported to have crossed at the 


same time. ‘: 
Gel DA KR 
Major, Commanding Third Cavalry Division. 


{ 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., March 2, 1864. 
(Received 2.46 p. m.) 


Brig. Gen. G. W. CutLum, Chief of Staff: 


The following dispatch from Colonel Mulligan is transmitted for | 


information of the General-in-Chief : 
New CREEK, W. VA., March 2, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN: x 
Fourteen deserters and conscripts, armed, have come in from the neighborhood 


of Staunton. They report that on the 20th of last month 110 deserters and con- | 


scripts left Mount Solon, in Augusta County, armed, and resolved to fight their way 


through to our lines. 
J. A. MULLIGAN, 
Colonel. 


Bo EK ELORYs 
Brigadier-General. 


Fort Monrog, Va., March 2, 1864. 
Col. J. W. SHAFFER, Chief of Staff : 

CoLONEL: Just as I left Norfolk on my way to the Baltimore 
boat I was informed that the Fawn had been obliged to return, 
owing to the appearance of guerrillas on the canal. If the Flora 
Temple is required to clear them out, telegraph to Lieut. R. Dale 
Benson, acting assistant adjutant-general to General Graham, and 
he will send her. 

Respectfully, yours, 
CHARLES K. GRAHAM, 
Brigadier-General. 


WASHINGTON, March 3, 1864—10 a. m. 
Major-General MEADE, Army of the Potomac: 


General Schofield was at Morristown on the night of March ‘1. 
General Grant says, ‘‘ Longstreet seems to be going into Virginia.” 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in- Chief. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 3, 1864—noon. (Received 12.45 p. m.) 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Hauueck, General-in-Chief : 


Telegram in regard to Longstreet received. An intelligent 
deserter, a captain, who recently came over, said it was not expected 
in Lee’s army that Longstreet would rejoin him, as Johnston could 
not do without him. This has hitherto been my impression, but 
whether he does or does not join Lee, the latter undoubtedly expects 
some re-enforcements, although this captain averred that the plan 
was to hold on to the Rapidan as long as possible and fall back to 
the fortifications of Richmond when compelled so to do. It un- 
doubtedly is our policy to strike as soon as possible, but it is abso- 
lutely essential this army shall be reorganized before moving. I 
will accordingly go to Washington to-morrow, and I trust something 
definite on this point can be arranged. Nothing heard from Kilpat- 
rick. I am anxiously awaiting advices via Fort Monroe. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


& 
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GENERAL bern Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
INGEST 3 March 3, 1864. 

I. Article 1, paragraph IV, of General Orders, No. 11, of February 

11, 1863,* from these headquarters, is so far amended as to read as 
follows : 

Such sales shall not at any one time exceed the quantity necessary 
to sustain the applicant and the members of his family, including 
servants, five days. 

Article 2, paragraph IV, of the same order will read as follows : 

Issues to destitute citizens may be made under the same restric- 
tions, upon returns approved by the provost-marshal-general of 
this army, such issues to be of the parts and amounts of the ration 
established by General Orders, No. 30, War Department, January 
25, 1864, as hereafter to be issued to adult refugees and adult col- 
ored persons, commonly called contrabands, &c. 

‘Il. The privileges granted by General Orders, No. 11, within re- 
ferred to and modified as above, will not be allowed to any person, 
‘or the family of any person, remaining in the service of a disloyal 
master. 

By command of Major-General Meade : 

5.  eBARS TOW; 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 3, 1864. (Received 12.10 p. m.) 
Major-General PLEASONTON: 
The major-general commanding directs that General Custer make 
a reconnaissance to-morrow morning to ascertain whether the 
enemy are holding Ely’s Ford in any force, and, if so, whether with 


infantry or artillery. 
: A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
: Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAGC, 
March 3, 1864. 
Major-General PLEASONTON, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 
The following dispatch just received. The major-general com- 

, manding considers that Colonel Thorp should take command at 
Stevensburg, or hold his command ready to support Major Dake, 

commanding cavalry detachment Third Division : 

: HEADQUARTERS SECOND Corps, March 3, 1864. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS : 


Colonel Thorp came while I was at headquarters, and reported that he was at 
Stevensburg with 500 cavalry from Merritt’s division, and had no instructions and 
did not know what todo. He relieved the cavalry that was there to-day, but received 
no directions from its commander. I will forward any instructions you send. 

G. K. WARREN, 
. Major-General. 


A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


See Vol. XXV, Part II, p. 67. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., March 3, 1864. 
His Excellency A. I. BOREMAN, iS 
Governor of West Virginia, Wheeling, W. Va.: 
Sir: In response to your communication of the 26th ultimo, request- 
ing any information in my possession relating to a rumored raid by 
the enemy into West Virginia, I have the honor to state that I have 


no knowledge of any such movement having been inaugurated, or, © 


indeed, actually projected, but at the same time I am satisfied from 


the reports of deserters and information obtained through citizens ~ 


that assurances have been given to the rebel soldiery by officers, and 
especially to that portion formerly residents of West Virginia, that 
a movement, and a formidable one, will at an early day be made 


toward their former homes, and this expectation prevails almost — 


universally among the soldiers of the rebel army now more directly 
threatening our border. | 
This is not conclusive evidence, but furnishes a pretty fair indica- 


tion as to the rebel plans. Jam of opinion that a concerted, aggress- 


ive movement will be made or attempted by the enemy in the com- 
ing spring, the exact time to be governed by the weather and the 
military operations in other sections, but I do not think that any 
~ such movement is now on foot. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpgrs. 18TH ARMY Corps, DEPT. OF VA. AND N. C., 
: Fortress Monroe, March 3, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, 


General-in-Chief : 

GENERAL: I beg leave to communicate for your information the 
following inclosures from General Peck. If his information is cor- 
rect, and he thinks it reliable, it is very evident that I should have 
more troops here. I have none that I can safely send him with 
security to my present lines. It would be desirable to have a large 
force to operate in North Carolina. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
) BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA. 
New Berne, N. C., February 29, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 
Comdg. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina: 


GENERAL : In several communications I have called attention to 
the wide-spread disaffection in North Carolina toward the Confed- 
erate Government, and especially in respect to Davis and Company. 
In August last Mr. Davis found it necessary to withdraw some 30,000 
North Carolina troops with their arms to distant parts of their 
territory, and replace them by the soldiers of Georgia, Virginia, 
Mississippi, and other States, in order to prevent North Carolina 
from abandoning the rotten Confederacy. The presence of these 


= 
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hated troops and the want of arms alone accounts for the State’s 
present connection with the bogus government. Unfortunately, just 
im proportion as the public sentiment was ripening and maturing 
for a hearty co-operation with the Federal Union, the land and naval 
forces of the latter were by the exigencies of the service so reduced 
as to place all on the defensive, and thus checked for a long time the 
Union movement, discouraging and disheartening our friends. For 
some months our forces of both arms have been far below the aver- 
age since the occupation. The disaffection is again on the increase ; 
the Standard has been suspended and many prominent gentlemen 
have been arrested. 

The leading secessionists asked Mr. Davis to send a large force 
into the State to check the counter revolution and recover Eastern 
North Carolina. General Pickett made a move for that purpose, 
and the rebel organs claim that he secured great results. He has 
been ordered to recover the whole of the State, including Roanoke 
Island, and is busy organizing a land and naval force with that 
object. His headquarters are now at Goldsborough, where he has 
two brigades. He has three brigades at Kinston, with two regiments 
of cavalry some 13 miles this side of that place. The land forces 
that he can concentrate in a few hours are from 25,000 to 30,000 and 
upward. 

He is now removing the blockade and obstructions some 6 miles 
below Kinston for the purpose of bringing the ram and boat flotilla 
to this city. The rams in the Roanoke are expected to be in a con- 
dition to co-operate. The one at Kinston is virtually complete, and 
on the first flood will come down. They are so confident of success 
in the Neuse that General Pickett will not delay for the one at 
Halifax. In view of the condition of the State and of the formid- 
able preparations making for the recovery of what we hold, I think 
it very unfortunate that the Government does not send sufficient 
force to decide quickly the destiny of North Carolina. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


[Inclosure No. 2.] 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District or NorTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., February. 29, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. B. F. BuTLER, ie. 
Comdg. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina: 


GENERAL: Two of our cavalry taken prisoners have just arrived 
from Goldsborough. They were confined a number of days at 
Kinston. General Pickett is at Goldsborough with, two brigades, 
organizing his grand expedition. He has three at Kinston. Our. 
men were at the obstructions and saw the removing of them for the 
naval brigade, gunboat, &c. The rebels confident of success. Have 
pontoon bridges, &c. An immediate advance is confidently looked 
for by them. Two intelligent and worthy Union men have just 
arrived from the Government car-shops at Graham. At Golds- 
borough General Pickett had two brigades and three at Kinston. 
They saw thirteen new pontoons of oak, of large size, which had just 
been completed for General Pickett. Had an interview with the 
leading lawyer and man of Goldsborough, who is Union. He told 
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me emntne 


them to tell the general here that in March we would be attacked by — 
a formidable army and navy for the purpose of recovering every-_ 
thing. The rams were nearly ready and would prove very trouble- | 
some to us. ae es ‘ ms 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 1 
pee : JOHN J. PECK; 


. Major-General. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., March 3, 1864. 
Col. D. W. WaRDROP, 


Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers : 

CoLongEL : In pursuance of Special Orders, No. 63, paragraph V, 
of this date, you will proceed by the Thomas Collyer to-night, with 
as little delay as possible, with your regiment (Ninety-ninth New 
York Volunteers) to Roanoke Island. You will upon arriving’ 
assume command, and at the first opportunity notify General Wes- 
sells of your arrival, dispatching to him the duplicate herewith fur- 
nished you of these instructions. Your duties will be particularly 
to guard against and resist any demonstrations against the island on 
the part of the enemy, either by boat, raid, or otherwise. The ord- 
nance officer has been directed to send 300 stand of arms for distri- 
bution to such able-bodied blacks as you may find it necessary to 
, arm for purposes of defense. Your regiment will probably be re- 
lieved by another ina fewdays. You will report directly to these 
headquarters by every opportunity that offers, and also to General 
Wessells. General Peck dictates this letter. 

I remain, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BENJ. B. FOSTER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


PENNSYLVANIA EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, 
Harrisburg, Pa., March 4, 1864. 
To the PRESIDENT: 

Sir: In May, 1861, the Legislature of Pennsylvania directed fifteen 
regiments to be raised, paid, subsisted, and instructed by the State, 
to be called the Pennsylvania Reserve Corps, and to form a divis- 
ion, consisting of two brigades, with one major-general and two brig- | 
adier-generals. This division was enlisted for three years, and 
sworn into the service of the State in the months of June and July, 
1861, and was to be turned over to the United States whenever it 
should be called for. ; 

The corps was accordingly raised without delay. Prior to the 
first battle of Bull Run two of its regiments, at the request of 
United States officers, had been sent to the vicinity of Cumberland, 
and were in active service for nearly two months ; two others were 
sent to Western Virginia on similar requests. After the battle of 
Bull Run the whole division was wanted by the United States, and 
under your requisition was turned over to the service of the United 
States. They entered Washington, or joined Generals Banks and 
Dix at Baltimore four days after that battle. They numbered 
about 15,000 men, well armed, trained, and disciplined, and having 
already an esprit de corps which increased their efficiency. They 
have since served with distinction through the Peninsular and all 
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the other campaigns of the Army of the Potomac. They are proud 

of their corps and of their State, and the State is proud of them. 
Two of the regiments, it is believed, were not mustered into the 
service of the United States, their being turned over by the State 
being considered sufficient without a new muster. These two regi- 
ments have served you as faithfully and efficiently as any troops 
you have. 

Last December I urged that this corps be sent home to be re- 
cruited. It has so much the esteem of our people that if my wish 
had then been complied with you would now have it in the field with 
nearly all the veterans re-enlisted and with the corps recruited to its 
maximum of 15,000 men. Unfortunately, my request was refused. 
The three years for which the men enlisted count from the date of 
their entry into the service of the State. They are now told, I under- 
Stand, that they will be held for three years from the date of their 
being mustered into the service of the United States. The United 
States may thus gain a few days, or even a month’s service, at the 
expense of creating dissatisfaction and losing the men for a new 
period of three years. 

Agents from other States are allowed or encouraged to go among 
the men and try to tempt them into the service of their States. By 
this means a few men are obtained at the expense of great injustice 
to Pennsylvania, and the great body of them are disgusted and 
prevented from re-entering the service at all. Neither the gov- 
ernment or people of this State have ever resorted to this mode of 
obtaining men. Pennsylvania has answered all the calls of the 
United States with her own men and from her own resources. 

One brigade has been for some time, against all remonstrances, 
separated from the corps, and regiments from it are now being sent 
to different departments. By this means the espirit de corps is effect- 
ually broken, and the pride of the division crushed. In all these 
modes the spirit of this body of men is being destroyed, and the end 
of it will be, unless proper measures be promptly taken, that you 
will drive the greater part of these veterans from the service. In 
all military services it has been held important to encourage the 
pride of the men in the organizations to which they are attached 
and in the localities from whence they came, and to rely greatly for 
recruiting on the pride which the inhabitants of such localities feel 
in the organizations which they have formed. 

Measures are being taken in this State to preserve the history of 
our regiments. They have already been presented with standards 
by the State, and provisions made for preserving the worn and 
tattered banners as they come from the field. The citizens in every 
part of the State feel proud of their regiments, and the men in the 
field are encouraged by this system. To have belonged to a particu- 
lar regiment and to have the exploits of that regiment recorded is 
the only mode in which private soldiers can have the opportunity of 
being appreciated at home. All these necessary and appropriate 
means of retaining your veterans and filling their thinned ranks 
with new volunteers you are allowing to be thrown away. 

I again most earnestly call your attention to the subject, and beg 
to make the following suggestions, namely : 

First. That the brigade that has been separated from the Penn- 
sylvania Reserve Corps be immediately returned to it, with the 
understanding that hereafter the whole division will be allowed to 
serve together, unless when some military reason to the contrary 
shall exist. 
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Second. That all the men of that corps, or of any other Pennsyl- | 
vania regiments, who shall re-enlist, shall remain in the regiments to | 
which they now belong, and be credited to Pennsylvania on account 
of her quota. 

Third. That the term of service of the veterans in the Pennsyl- 
vania Reserves be estimated from the date of their being oriciieual 
sworn into the service of the State. 

These suggestions are believed to meet the approbation of General 
Crawford, the present commander of the corps. A copy of this 
letter will be sent to General Meade, who was long connected with 
the Pennsylvania Reserves and can speak with knowledge on the 
subject. 

E Bisa 6, in conclusion, that what I now ask for the Pennsylvania 
Reserve Corps will, if granted, form no precedents, as there is in the 
army no other body of men similarly situated. In granting my re- 
quest you will therefore incur no risk of future inconvenience. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


A. G. CURTIN. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., March 4, 1864—11 a. m. 
(Received 2.40 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief : 
I will leave Louisville on Monday for Washington. 
U. 8S. GRANT, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., March 4, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECcK, 
General-in-Chief : 

Sir: I beg leave to submit for your consideration and that of the 
honorable Secretary of War the following plan for the reorganiza- 
tion of the Army of the Potomac: 

I propose to reduce the number of corps, now five, to three. In 
doing this I propose to retain the Second, Fifth, and Sixth Corps 
reducing the three divisions now in each to two divisions. I then 
propose to consolidate the two divisions of the Third Corps (consti- 
tuting the old corps) into one division and transfer it temporarily to 
the Fifth Corps; this division to retain its corps badges and other 
distinctive marks, and having understood that when the accession of 
recruits shall justify the organization of another corps, this division 
shall resume its position as the Third Corps with such additions as 
can be made. 

In the same manner I propose to consolidate the First Corps into a 
division, and, with its distinctive marks, &c., assign it to the Second 
Corps. This would leave the Third Division of the Third Corps 
which did not belong to the original corps, but joined after Gettys- 
burg, under Major-General French, which I propose to transfer to 
the Sixth Corps. 

The Second and Sixth Corps, being now commanded by officers 
assigned by the President of the United States, will continue to be 
so commanded. The Fifth Corps I propose to have commanded by 
Major-General Warren, by the assignment of the President. 
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Of the two corps temporarily broken up, I propose to assign the 
officers of the general staff to vacancies that may exist in the other: 
| corps. 
| After the above general organization is decided on, general officers 
will be assigned to divisions and brigades on consultation with corps 
commanders. The present temporary commanders of the First, 
Third, and Fifth Corps, it is understood, the Department has de- 
cided to relieve. A list of general officers whom in my judgment it 
is expedient to relieve is: herewith furnished, viz: Brig. Gen. J. R. 
Kenly, Brig. Gen. F. B. Spinola, Brig. Gen. Sol. Meredith. 

IT should be glad, if this organization is decided upon, that those 
_ general officers belonging to the Army of the Potomac and now 
absent on detached duty be ordered to rejoin, as well as such forces 
as may have been detached for special purposes. 


Respectfully, yours, 
GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding Army of the Potomac. 


[Indorsements. ] 


MaRCcH 5, 1864. 


Approved, and respectfully recommended to the Secretary of War. 
HW. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


K. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Approved. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 4, 1864—10 a.m. (Received 11.20 a. m.) 


Maj. Gen. GEORGE G. MEADE, 
Washington, D. C.: 

The scouts sent out have returned. They brought with them the 
scout sent to cut the telegraph. On Sunday night at 11 o’clock he 
disconnected the wires at Frederick’s Hall Station. Next day at 10 
a.m. he saw Dahlgren come in there. The telegraph station was 
destroyed, road torn up, and other damage done, but the artillery, 
distant 500 yards, was not seen, and was not disturbed. The scout 
saw a very large fire in the vicinity of Hanover Junction Monday at 
3p. m., and in the evening a larger one lower down. On his way 
back the scout was taken prisoner by the rebels, who told him they 
had been beaten at Hanover Junction and the bridge there destroyed. 
The rebel soldiers also reported that Kilpatrick had struck the Cen- 
tral train on its way to Gordonsville, and had taken General Lee a 
- prisoner. The scout escaped near Chancellorsville. Hampton is in 
pursuit of Kilpatrick with 1,800 men. The scout reports large forces 

of infantry about Chancellorsville, and all roads very closely picketed 
and the river patrolled by infantry. The old man has a letter from 
his daughter showing that Rosser was then near Staunton. The re- 
connaissance sent out this morning not heard from yet. The follow- 
ing dispatch just received from Kilpatrick.* 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


*Of March 8. See p. 182. 
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HEaDQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 4, 1864. (Received_.7.30 p. m.) 


Maj. Gen. G. G. MEADE, 
Washington, D. C.: 


The following dispatch from Geferal Custer just received : 


STEVENSBURG, VA., March 4, 1864—5 p.m. 

Colonel SMITH, ; 

Chief of Staff: ‘ 

I have just returned from a reconnaissance to Ely’s Ford. Buta small cavalry 

picket of the enemy was discovered on the opposite bank, which fled in the direc- 

tion of Fredericksburg. One hundred and fifty of my men crossed the river and 
scoured the country, but failed to discover the enemy. 

G. A. CUSTER, 


Brigadier-General. 


A. A. HUMPHREYS. 


WarR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, March 4, 1864—2.20 p. m. 
Major-General HANCOCK, 
Harrisburg : 
When will you be able to join your command in the field? An 


immediate answer is requested. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Boston, March 4, 1864. 
(Received 9.20 a. m., 5th.) 
Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 
- I consider myself able to take the field when ordered. It is proper 
for me to state that my wound is not yet healed, but I am willing to 
take any risk. I also should add that I have an engagement to 
speak at Tammany Hall on Monday night at war meeting in con- 
nection with recruiting matters, the importance of which is con- 
sidered great by those in charge of it. You, knowing these facts 
will be best able to determine my movements. If I have not an- 
swered the dispatch to the point it 1s because of its generality. 
W. S. HANCOCK, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, March 4, 1864—12 noon. 
Brigadier-General KILPATRICK : 

Your telegram to General Pleasonton received. You will proceed 
with your command to Yorktown and draw your supplies from Fort 
Monroe, awaiting at Yorktown further orders. You will ascertain 
and report what facilities there are at Fort Monroe for ferrying your 
command across York River and subsequently at Urbanna. “You 
will also report the total number of men, animals, guns, caissons 
and other vehicles with your command. Ae if 

GEO. G. MEADE, 


Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS First CAVALRY DIvIsIoNn, 


March 4, 1864. 
Col. C. Ross Smrru, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps Headquarters: 


CoLONEL : I respectfully call attention of the major-general com- 

anding to the immense amount of duty now being performed by 
the men and horses of this division. If it continues much longer 
there will scarcely be a man or horse fit for duty in the division. — 
In the Reserve Brigade the available command is on picket duty and 
guarding the signal station at Cedar Mountain each alternate day. 
It occupies nearly the entire day to relieve the line, and thus the 
horses are saddled a greater part of the time. The recent march 
that the greater part of this brigade performed, together with the 
extra continual picket duty that the remainder left in camp was on 
(the line being doubled by order), has greatly reduced the horses of 
the command. If there had not been so many and such positive 
orders in regard to the guard at the signal station, I would respect- 
fully suggest that it be relieved for the present, as its presence for 
picket duty would help much. I would say in explanation that the 
*“daily memoranda” of men for instant and active duty includes 
the bands and pioneer parties, which are not for detail on picket. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 
[Indorsement,. ] 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
March 4, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded for the information of major-general com- 
manding, and would respectfully suggest that the guard at the signal 
station be relieved for the present with infantry. 
A. PLEASONTON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. SECOND CAVALRY Division, March 4, i864. 
Col. C. Ross Smitu, Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 

CoLONEL: On the 28th of February, and when all the available 
force of this division was under orders to move to Stevensburg, I re- 
ceived an order to send a force for certain purposes to Page County. 
To-day I had conversation with the two citizens, and find that 
to accomplish fully what is desired will require a greater force than 
f can raise without very great injury to my command. All the 

orses out recently require recuperation, and this is difficult because 
of the very small quantity of hay furnished. To collect the fami- 
lies about Luray that wish to come within our lines to escape the 
effects of conscription would require a command sent to remain in 
the vicinity of Luray for a day at least, and the return movement 
would have to be slow. For this reason I would think it necessary 
to send at least 800 men. I would ask, therefore, that I may be 
authorized to delay sending this force until such time as it can be 
done with less injury to the effectiveness of my command. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. MoM. GREGG, | 
Brigadier-General of Vols., Comdg. Second Division. 


41 R R—VOL XXXIII 
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Gurtry’s Station, March 4, 1864. 
Maj. R. 8S. DAvIs, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Since telegraphing for the men of the Twenty-seventh Massachu- 
setts I have received reliable information that Pickett or some other 
general is supporting Jordan at Suffolk with a large force. Ran- 
som is in force at South Mills. Do not think under the circum- 
stances an attack by me advisable. Will hold my present position. 
Have ordered the Twenty-seventh to bivouac here for the night. 
Think I shall need them. 

: ‘Cc. A. HECKMAN, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NorTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., March 4, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, : 
Comdg. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina : 


GENERAL: Nine contrabands have just come from Kenansville and 
Warsaw, where they were raised. They report troops passing to 
Wilmington from Virginia on three daysin large numbers. The 
soldiers said they were going to advance from Wilmington on New 
Berne. Well posted and intelligent and honest. As something was 
said apoue the Sound roads, I infer that they were to cut the rail- 
way, &c. 

Refugees of character came in yesterday, confirming the prepara- 
tion for an early attack upon New Berne; 7,000 are reported at 
Greenville, and Colonel McChesney has advices of troops on both 
sides of Tar River. 

A gentleman reports 8,000 at Weldon from Lee’s army, destination 
not known. He says the current and prevailing idea is that 40,000 
men will advance upon Eastern North Carolina. All think that 
Lee’s army is scattered and that he has but few men. The abandon- 
ment of Virginia is talked of very much, the country being ex- 
. hausted. 

General Wessells, on the 2d, reports a considerable increase of the 
enemy in his front and in Bertie and Hertford Counties. Rumors 
have reached him of a force in Gates County moving toward the 
swamp. He reports the army gun-boat Bombshell with a large 
number of conscripts near Winton, and that a rebel battery was 
below her and she could not get down the Chowan. Help has been 
sent and heavy firing was heard during the day. I fear she will not 
get out. She has been invaluable, and now that the Foster has left 
we are destitute of light-draught boats. 

On hearing of a raid north of the Albemarle, I sent the Ninety- 
ninth New York to Roanoke Island and more arms for the contra- 
bands. Intimations of a boat attack at night on the island have 
been made of late, and I cannot risk anything now. Mail-boats 
from your headquarters via the canal are due. My communications 
have been sent mainly by the canal. 

I am very anxious to hear from you. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


4 
. 
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HEADQUARTERS Outposts, March 4, 1864. 


Major-General PECK, 
Commanding : 

I pushed my scouts beyond Core Creek last night. No signs of an 
enemy, and you know 10 miles in front of point of attack will show 
some signs of preparation, such as fires, advance pickets, &c. A 
surprise by the foe upon me is morally impossible, and getting 
past me without getting stopped and somewhat hurt is physically 
impossible. Besides, I have a pretty reliable party within 3 miles of 
Kinston, who will make every effort to get to me at least six hours 
before the advance of the foe. In short, general, you grace two 
stars. I desire to earn one, and trust that Mr. Rebel will give the 
chance for earning. If he waits ten days longer he won’t cross this 
front at all. Have sent the negroes to you this a. m. 

P. J. CLAASSEN, 
Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 


Pony Mountain, March 5, 1864—6.10 p. m. 
Captain Norton: 
Large column of troops, wagon train attached, seen this p. m. 
opposite Morton’s ford, moving up. Seen some distance back from 


river. 
McCLOSKEY. 


CULPEPER, March 5, 1864—7.30 p. m. 
Lieutenant MCCLOSKEY : 
At what time did you see the troops you mention, and about how 
many? Ask Captain Taylor if he saw them and state what they 


were. 
NORTON. . 


Pony Mountain, Marcn 5, 1864—7.40 p. m. 
Captain Norton: 
I saw them at 5 p. m.,about two brigades. Will ask Captain 


Taylor. 
McCLOSKEY. 


. Pony Mountain, March 5, 1864—8.30 p. m. 
Captain NORTON: 
Taylor saw them. He thinks about one brigade. Supposed to be 
‘relief for pickets. Wagons supposed to be light. 
McCLOSKEY. 


War DEPARTMENT, March 5, 1864—3 p. m. 


Brig. Gen. H. H. Lockwoop: 
This morning rebel raiders destroyed the telegraph office at Cherry- 
stone Point. Please report what troops you have nearest that sta- 


tion and where they are, their number and disposition. 
EK. M. STANTON, 


Secretaru of War. 


~ 


i \ 
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BALTimorRE, Mp., March 5, 1864—6 p. m. 
(Received 6.40 p. m.) 
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 
The Eastern Shore counties of Virginia were removed from this 
department and assigned to that of General Butler two months ago. 
I learn that there are two companies of cavalry near Cherrystone. 
H. H. LOCKWOOD, 


Brigadier-General. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, March 5, 1864—7.20 p. m. 
Brigadier-General LockWwoob : 


__ tong se 


You have not answered my question. I am aware that two — 


counties of the Neck and Saint Mary’s were attached to General 
Butler’s command. I asked you what was the nearest force you 
have to Cherrystone, the description and number. Please answer 


that question. 
E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


BALTIMORE, Mp., March 5, 1864—10 p. m. 


(Received 11.20 p. m.) 
How, EK. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War: 

I have one company of cavalry at Newtown, Md., 75 miles from 
Cherrystone, and three companies of infantry at Salisbury, Md., 100 
miles from Cherrystone ; telegraph stations at both places. Your 
former telegram was erroneously communicated, and my reply an 
exact reply to the message as received. 

H. H. LOCKWOOD, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpq@rs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NorTH CAROLINA, 


Fort Monroe, March 5, 1864. 
Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P. Les, 


Commanding off Newport News: 

ADMIRAL: I have news of an attack meditated upon our forces at 
Suffolk. The rebels have captured our telegraph boat and broken up 
our telegraph line at the Hastern Shore. With what force can you 
aid us in the Nansemond? Please reply by telegraph. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort Monron, March 5, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KILPATRICK : 


You will at once march 1,000 of your cavalry to Newport News; 
boats and forage will meet them there. Transportation for your 
battery and the balance of your cavalry will be sent to Yorktown. 

R. S. DAVIS, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


——e—— eo 


/ 
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GeETry’s Station, March 5, 1864. 
Major-General BUTLER: \ 


A gun-boat in the Nansemond will be of great service. 
C. A. HECKMAN, 
Brigader-General, Commanding. 


GETTY’s STATION, March 5, 1864. 
_ Major-General BUTLER : 
If you can furnish me with a map of Suffolk and vicinity it will 
be of great service. Seven p. m., all quiet in front. 
C. A. HECKMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


GETTY’s STATION, March 5, 1864. 
Brigadier-General WILD: 

All quiet in the District of Currituck in the direction of South 
Mills. The enemy are inSuffolk. My pickets and theirs are facing 


each other. All quiet. 
C. A. HECKMAN, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, March 5, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN J. PECK, 
Commanding, New Berne, N. C.: 

GENERAL: I send you inclosed all the information I have about the 
movements of the enemy.* Iam preparing to meet them at Suffolk. 
If you are right about the 25,000 men in North Carolina the enemy 
must be not only ubiquitous but more numerous than the sands of 
the sea. Kilpatrick is just in from his raid, and he swears Pickett’s 
division is at Bottom’s Bridge. Heckman insists that it is in' front 
of him, and you think it is in front of you, and he wrote me a letter 
a few days ago from Petersburg. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

5) PV BULEER: 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
; New Berne, N. C., March 5, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 


Comdg. Dept. of North Carolina and Virginia: 

GENERAL: Since my letter of yesterday two steamers have arrived 
from General Wessells and Roanoke, but bring no reports or rumors 
of any raid north of the Albemarle. However, a raid on our principal 
_ line of communication between Virginia and North Carolina should 
be expected as a preliminary operation to a grand movement on 


’*Inclosure not found. 
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either Virginia or North Carolina. In case of an attack on the canal 


line, I shall look for a speedy advance of the enemy here. The — 
stormy and boisterous character of the ocean navigation in March 


renders it exceedingly difficult for me to communicate with you and 


favors the enemy. I am very deficient in vessels for the outside — 


service, as my quartermaster has advised the chief quartermaster at 
your headquarters. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpgrs. ARMY AND Dist. oF N. C., 
No. 25. t New Berne, N. C., March 5, 1864. 
I. The command of Brigadier-General Palmer, hitherto known as 
the Forces and Defenses of New Berne, will be hereafter designated 
the Sub-district of New Berne. 
II. Col. Simon H. Mix, Third New York Cavalry, is announced 
as chief of cavalry on the staff of the commanding general. 
By command of Major-General Peck: 
BENJ. B. FOSTER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


——=—=—_ 


CONFIDENTIAL. | WaR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., March 6, 1864—8 p. m. 
Major-General MEADE, 
Army of the Potomac: 


I forgot to call'your attention to the general publicity of matters 
transpiring at your headquarters, in consequence of the indiscretion 
of officers who have reporters about them and repeat what is trans- 
piring at the army, or communicated from here even in cipher. I 
have this evening directed some information from Norfolk and Suf- 
folk to be communicated to you, and for certain reasons the knowl- 
edge should be confined to yourself. I am told that your chief of 


staff insists that everything to you shall go through him. If this be | 


so it cannot be tolerated, and he should be removed. It may often 
happen that you should know what would not be communicated to 


him. 
EDWIN M. STANTON. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 6, 1864—10.30 p.m. (Received 11 p. m.) 
Hon, E. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War: 


Telegram in relation to communications to these headquarters re- 
ceived, You have been misinformed. All telegrams directed to me 
are delivered to me in person. Those in cipher are usually sent in 
a sealed envelope, marked “Important.” My chief of staff is one of 
the most particular men in this respect I ever knew, and frequently 
does not communicate orders to officers, the instructions to others, a 
knowledge of which might be important. I will take measures to 
correct any improprieties in this matter that I can detect. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General. 


~— —— 
- — 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 6, 1864—7 p. m. (Received 10 p. m.): 
Brig. Gen. R. INGALLS, 
Chief Q. M., Army of the Potomac, Washington : 

General Kilpatrick telegraphs that the wharf at Urbanna is de- 
stroyed, and that troops can be embarked from that point only at 
high tide, and he proposes crossing at Tappahannock. I have reason 
to believe the enemy has sent troops toward Fredericksburg with a 
view of intercepting his return, and I fear if he crosses as high as 
Tappahannock they will be notified in time to interfere with the 
movement. Under these circumstances I wish you would ascertain 
the practicability of bringing him up the Potomac, say as far as 
Dumfries. If General Meigs has returned, confer with him and the 
General-in-Chief ; also with General Pleasonton, who can send Kil- 
patrick the necessary order as soon as it is decided which route he 
shall take in return. He has 3,417 men, 3,595 horses, 6 guns, 8 cais- 
sons, 3 wagons, and 4 ambulances. ° 

GEO. G. MEADE, 


Major-General. 


GARNETT’S MountTaAIN, March 6, 1864—1 p. m. 
General NEWTON: 
Knemy’s camps as usual, but three other brigade camps appear ~ 
untenanted. Pickets seem the same. 
WIGGINS and CAMP. 


GARNET?’S Mountain, March 6, 1864—2.45 p. m. 


General NEWTON and 
Captain NorRTON: 

Sentinels on duty last night report movements of trains nearly all 
night; also rockets having been sent ny from Clark’s Mountain. No 
noise from steam was heard ; only rattling of wheels. 


WIGGINS and CAMP. 


CULPEPER, VA., March 6 1864. 
Col. C. Ross SMITH: 

The commanding officer of pickets on the Sperryville pike reports 
bhat a citizen, whose house is in our lines during the day, says that 
he has information from rebel scouts that Longstreet is moving up 
the valley with a force of 75,000. I give you the report for what it 


is worth. 
; W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 6, 1864—8.15 p. m. 
General MERRITT, Culpeper Court-House : 
What valley does the eitizen refer to in the information concern- 
ng Longstreet? And is it 15,000 or 75,000 men he reports under 


Longstreet ? 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


. 
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CUMBERLAND, Mp., March 6, 1864. 
(Received 2.46 p. m.) 
Brig. Gen. G. W. CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff: 
A cavalry scout, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Root, of 
the Fifteenth New York Cavalry, has just returned from Hardy and 
Pendleton Counties. They effectually destroyed all the saltpeter- 
works near Franklin, in the latter county. Nothing new. Refugees 
and deserters constantly coming in. General Crook reports the 
capture of 40 rebels a few days since by his scouts in the Kanawha 
Valley. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. 


es 


* 


CUMBERLAND, March 6, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL: 


Please keep your cavalry scouts active in the region west of Win- 
chester as far as Wardensville. Deserters report small squads of 
the enemy’s cavalry in that neighborhood. The First Virginia 


tine -3 


Cavalry has been ordered to report to you without delay. Regi- 


ment now numbers over 1,000. 


Ber KELLEY. 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpors. FourtH Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 


Martinsburg, March 6, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. B. F.. KELLEY, 
Cumberland: 


Scouting party was sent this morning in the direction indicated. 


It has been reported by deserters and refugees that the rebel forces — 


in the valley are scattered for subsistence ; also, by one, that a party 


of engineers have been surveying the roads in the upper valley. All | 


quiet. 


WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, March 6, 1864. 
_ Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 


Harper's Ferry: 


Your telegram received. Keep your cavalry scouts active, so as 
to know at all times if any enemy is near you. Lieutenant-Colonél 
Root, of the Fifteenth New York Cavalry, returned to-day from a 
scout of five days in Pendleton County. Found no enemy at Frank- 


lin, as reported. Destroyed valuable saltpeter-works in Pendleton 
County. 


B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General. | 


: 4 
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Fort Monrog, Va., March 6, 1864. 
(Received 5 p. m.) 
The PRESIDENT : 
We have heard from Dahlgren, Lieutenant-Colonel [Major] Cooke, 
and about 100 men at King and Queen Court-House. We have sent 
out to bring them in. This I[ hear, by telegraph, from General Kil- 


patrick. 
IBENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monron, March 6, 1864. 
(Received 3.50 p. m., 7th.) 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 

General Meigs arrived here to-night. The raid on Cherrystone 
and the capture of the Titan seem to have no object except that 
of theft. The Titan has been chased into the Piankatank River,.— 
where she is watched by four navy gun-boats. 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CHERRYSTONE, Va., March 6, 1864. 
(Received 7 p. m.) 


Maj. THomas T. ECKERT, : 
Assistant Superintendent Military Telegraph: 


I send this information without authority. For some days the 
enemy have been massing forces about Suffolk—artillery, infantry, 
and cavalry. Last night, as I understand, they made an attack and 
came near getting into Portsmouth and Norfolk. I do not get this 
from official sources, but think it true. 

G. D. SHELDON, 
Manager Fort Monroe Telegraph Office. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, March 6, 1864. 


Major-General BUTLER, 
Fort Monroe: 


> GENERAL: Your letter of the 3d instant, inclosing two from Gen- 
eral Peck, dated February 29, is received. 

There are no troops which can at present be sent to operate in 
North Carolina without taking them from the Army of the Potomac. 
I am unable now to inform you whether or not it is contemplated to 
send large forces into your department for the spring campaign. 
Lieutenant-General Grant is expected here by the 10th, when your 
letter will be submitted for the decision of the Government. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
General-in-Chief. 


. * | 

| 
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Hpgrs. Dept. OF VIRGINIA AND NorRTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, March 6, 1864. | 


Brigadier-General BIRNEY, 
Commanding Brigade Colored Troops : 


GENERAL: I have to thank you and the portion of your command 
that were with you for the prompt assistance rendered by yourseli 
and command in the menace of the Confederates upon Suffolk. The 
willingness and promptness with which you acted are worthy of all 
praise. Iam only sorry that the exigencies of the service take your- 
self and your troops out of my command. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March %, 1864. 


Col. G. H. SHARPE: 

What brigades, besides those of Johnson’s division, were reported 
to have been sent to Chancellorsville and other points to intercept 
Kilpatrick ? I have mislaid the memorandum you sent in about it. 
Let me see you as soon as you have looked up this information. 


Very respectfully, &c., . 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, s 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


WasHINGTON, D. C., March 7, 1864—3.30 p. m. 


Maj. Gen. GkorGE G. MEADE, 
Commanding Army of the Potomac: 

Measures are being taken to provide transportation by water for 
Kilpatrick’s command from Yorktown to Alexandria. He cannot 
move for two or three days. He has forage. 

j RUFUS INGALLS, 
Brig. Gen. and Chief Quartermaster, Army of the Potomac. 


————e 


WASHINGTON, March 7, 1864—10.50 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. G. G. MBApE: 


General Halleck wishes to delay orders about General Kilpatrick 
. until later in the day. General Meigs has not returned. It will be 
necessary to hear from Fort Monroe before moving General Kil- 
patrick. In the mean time transportation will be assembled to bring 
him to Alexandria, if finally decided that he shall come by water. 
We can have boats enough in sixty hours to bring up 1,000 at a trip. 
Dumfries is a bad place to land at; it would be better to land at 


Alexandria. 
RUFUS INGALLS, 
Brig. Gen. and Chief Quartermaster, Arnvy of the Potomac. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAQ, 
March 7, 1864—1.30 p.m. (Received 2 p. m.) 
rig. Gen. R. INGALLS, ’ 

Chief Y. M., Army of the Potomac, Washington, D. C.: 
General Halleck’s views coincide with mine. I have sent hima 
ichmond paper of the 5th, with an article referring to the proba- 
lity of Kilpatrick’s returning by the Northern Neck, and calling 
90n the military authorities to be prepared for him. It would 
erefore be necessary for me to detach a considerable force to get 
m by Fredericksburg, and there are special reasons for this being 
; ee inconvenient ; hence my judgment for his being brought 


umfries or Alexandria. 
GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


MARCH 7, 1864—11 a. m. 
ieutenant WIGGINS: 


The officer commanding picket reports movements of rebel in- 
ntry and cavalry and camps broken up. Have you seen anything 


‘it? 
| S. H. LEONARD, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


MarcH 7, 1864—3 p. m. 

rigadier-General MERRITT, 

Culpeper Court-House : 
The major-general commanding desires to know the result of the 
amination by the party sent out to ascertain the truth about the 
port in relation to Longstreet. Signal officer on Pony Mountain 
st reports: 
Jan see light smoke at different points along the foot of the first range of the 
ue Ridge on the right and left of the Sperryville pike. 
The commanding general directs that you send a reconnaissance 
mediately to ascertain what force of the enemy is in the vicinity 


dicated.’ 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


q CULPEPER, March 7, 1864. 
sneral A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff: 

My command is so much depleted by details sent off on raids, &c., 
at I have not sufficient men apart from picket to make reconnais- 
nce. The party sent out last night found nothing, but as it did 
t go as far as intended I ordered a second reconnaissance. Any 
rce that I can now send out is not safe from attack and capture 


guerrillas. 
W. MERRITT, 
Bragadier- General. 
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_ HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, | 

March ‘7, 1864, | 

Brigadier-General MERRITT, 
Comdg. First Division, Cavalry Corps, Culpeper: 

Has the second reconnaissance you sent out returned as yet? Ho 
far was it ordered to go? If it goes out far enough there will be n¢ 
necessity of sending out another force to find out about the smok 
seen from Pony Mountain; otherwise, General Meade directs tha 
you send out another force, which he says you must get together ou 


of the force you have. 
C. ROSS SMITH, | 
Lieutenant-Oolonel and Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps. 


Col. C. Ross SMITH, 
Chief of Staff: 
The second reconnaissance has not returned. It was sent out to 
beyond where the smoke is reported. I am satisfied it will give a ful 
account of the country to the right. . 
W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General. 


CULPEPER, March 7, 1864. | 


YORKTOWN, VA., March 7, 1864. 
Major-General PLEASONTON, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 
GENERAL: Major-General Butler now informs me that he can 
cross my command at Urbanna. The dock can easily be repaired. 
I am getting full rations of hay and grain. Command in good con- 


dition. 
Ge Be J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry. 


Hpagrs. CavaLtry Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAG, 
March 7%, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KrLPaTRICK, 4 
Commanding Hxapedition, &e. : 
. GENERAL: As soon as the transportation arrives at Yorktown 
you will embark your command for Alexandria, and return with it 
to this army as soon as practicable. As transportation cannot be 
furnished for more than 1,000 men and horses at one time, you will 
send them by detachments to Alexandria, and these detachments will 
march out to the front without awaiting the arrival of others. Let 
the commanders notify General Ingalls, that forage may be supplied 
on the road. 
Very respectfully, 
_A. PLEASONTON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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CUMBERLAND, Mp., March 7, 1864—10 p. m., 
(Received 11.30 p. m.) 

igadier-General CuLLUM, Chief of Staff: 

3rigadier-General Sullivan reports quite a large rebel cavalry 
‘ce in Loudoun County. He sent out ascout of 300 of the First 
w York Veteran Cavalry yesterday into Loudoun, but in conse- 
ence of the officer not knowing the country about 20 of the party 
re captured. The First New York Cavalry and Cole’s battalion 
» now absent on furlough, having re-enlisted, leaving Sullivan 
thout cavalry that is acquainted in Loudoun, Frederick, Clarke, 
dthe neighboring counties. He therefore desires me to ask that 
lonel Boyd, of the Twenty-first Pennsylvania Cavalry, now at 
wrisburg, be ordered to report to him, to remain at least till the 
urn of the First New York or Cole’s battalion. Colonel Boyd is 
sroughly acquainted in that region. 

B. F. KELLEY, 


Brigadier-General. 
Sent to General Meade.) 


HARPER'S FERRY, March 7, 1864. (Received 6 p. m.) 
igadier-General CuLLuUM, Chief of Staff, Washington: 
[have reliable information that Mosby gathered his force yester- 
y for the purpose of making a raid, supposed to be on Warrenton. 
J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General. 


Sent to General Meade.) 


HEADQUARTERS District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., March 7, 1864. 
yj. Gen. B. F. BuTLER, 

Comdg. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina: . 
FENERAL: As one week has elapsed without. any dispatches I am 
newhat uneasy, and have decided to send mine by the outside. 
lonel Wardrop has just arrived from Roanoke Island, but he 
med nothing bearing upon the enemy’s movements. General 
essells reports a large increase of force of all arms in Bertie and 
rtford Counties, where he has two spies. He thinks a boat ex- 
lition not improbable. Colonel McChesney, on the dth, states that 
the contrabands agree that there is a large force at Kinston and 
oat Greenville, and that the obstructions below Kinston are being 
noved. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
a JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Hpg@rs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
, March 8, 1864. 
jjor-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 
JENERAL: Major-General Pleasonton directed me to forward you 
opy of a dispatch* received from General Kilpatrick while in 


* See March %, p. 652. 


F ° 
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Washington. Before this dispatch was received General Pleasontc 
had made arrangements with General Ingalls to have the comman; 
shipped by transports to Alexandria, and he had ordered Generd 
. Kilpatrick to have his command shipped in that way. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. ROSS SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, March 8, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. 8. P. HEINTZELMAN, : 
Commanding Northern Department, Columbus, Ohio: 
Sir: Your communication of the 15th ultimo, calling attention 
to the peculiar situation of several posts and depots in the Northerr 
Department, subject partially to other department commanders, ana 
requesting information as to the boundary limits and extent of 
authority in that department, has been received and submitted to 
the General-in-Chief, who directs me to say in reply that the posts 
of “Cairo and Jeffersonville have been assigned to department 
under General Grant, and Alton to General Rosecrans. Existing 
orders authorize the commanding general of the Department of 
West Virginia to occupy and protect such points in Ohio west of 
the river as he may deem necessary for the security of his supplies 
and operations.” 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. A. NICHOLS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. — 


by CUMBERLAND, Mp., March 8, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVviIn, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of West Virginia: 

Captain: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to Special 
Orders, No. 40, dated headquarters Department of West Virginia 
Cumberland, Md., March 3, 1864, I proceeded to Martinsburg, W. 
‘Va., and inspected the signal party there. I found the party to con- 
sist of 4 officers and 14 enlisted men. They are in a good state of 
efficiency and well supplied with signal apparatus, and prepared tc 
do duty under any circumstances. In addition to the above, I brought 
with me 30 enlisted men, making our total force 5 officers and 44 
enlisted men. Capt. EK. A. Denicke, lately in charge, is absent with 
leave, his leave expiring on the 14th instant. The only stations now 
being worked are at Martinsburg and Mills’ Gap, a position on North 
Mountain, near Gerrardstown, and about 12 miles from Martinsburg, 
The station at Mills’ Gap is used as a station of observation, to report 
any movement of an enemy in its vicinity.“ From it the towns of 
Bunker Hill, Gerrardstown, Smithfield, and Charlestown can_ be 
seen, and also Maryland Heights, near Harper’s Ferry ; also parts 
of the roads to Winchester. The back road can be seen in a clea 
day at a point about 5 miles this side of Winchester, and a hill at 
Winchester on which the forts are situated can also be seen on @ 
clear day. It is probable that an enemy approaching the railroad 


\ 
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mywhere in the vicinity of Martinsburg would have to go within 
ight or sound of the Mills’ Gap station. By order of General Aver- 
ll, a picket of 12 men, commanded by a sergeant, is kept to protect 
hat station. From the station at Martinsburg the town of Hedges- 
rille and also Fairview Mountain can be seen, the latter some 3 or 4 
niles east of the Potomac. My opinion is that the stations now 
vorked are of sufficient importance to be continued, and although 
he pany is too small to establish stations of observation along the 
vhole line of road until we are considerably re-enforced, as it is the ~ 
ntention of the Bureau of the Signal Corps that we shall be soon, 
ret our party is large enough to do more than this, and, if approved 
yy. the general commanding, I would respectfully recommend the 
stablishment of a similar station near Cumberland. This can be 
lone with our present force. Iam not acquainted with the topogra- 
yhy of this country, but I judge from consulting a map that a station 
ould be located on the Middle Ridge Mountains, near the town of 
springfield, which would command a view of nearly every road by 
which the enemy could approach the railroad in the vicinity of Cum- 
yerland or Green Spring. Such a station would probably require a 
sompany or two to protect it from incursions of the enemy. The 
signal party in this department will be of most service during the 
novement of troops, and with a moving force I think we could render 
very good service; but at the present time it appears to me that the 
oregoing suggestions embody the most service possible with our 
present force. I find that 10 men of the party are unprovided with 
1orses and equipments. They would be of no service in the field 
lismounted, but I am informed that requisition for horses for them 
1as been made by Captain Denicke. The general condition of the 
sarty is good and their appearance soldierly, and having seen some 
service already, I doubt not that every officer and man will endeavor 
oy his acts to merit the approval of the general commanding. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRANKLIN EH. TOWN, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer, Dept. of West Virginia. 


——— 


CUMBERLAND, March 8, 1864. 
srigadier-General AVERELL: 
You had better order Keeper’s battery to Beverly at once. Captain 
farrison furnished Keeper with 40 good horses a few days since. 
will direct Captain Barringer to have him fully supplied as soon 


Ss practicable. 
B. F. KELLEY, 
Brigadier-General, 


WHEELING, W. Va., March 8, 1864. 
Yapt. THAYER MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Capratn : I have the honor herewith to transmit a statement and 
ecommendation in the case of Major Stephens, by Colonel Thoburn, 
is commanding , officer. I have carefully examined the evidence 
dduced before the Court of Inquiry assembled to investigate the 
ircumstances attending the capture of the forces under command 
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| 
of Major Stephens, and am of the opinion that his trial by general | 
court-martial would result in his acquittal. In view of the addi- 
tional evidence in the possession of Colonel Thoburn, I respectfully 
recommend that Major Stephens be released from arrest and ordered | 
to duty. The colonel is very anxious to have his assistance in | 
recruiting his regiment, and believes that his services would at this 
time be of great value to the Government. * 
Iam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ROBT. ADAMS, JR., | 
Acting Judge-Advocate. 


[Inclosure.]j 


HEADQUARTERS First WEST VIRGINIA INFANTRY, 
Wheeling, W. Va., March 8, 1864. 


| 
| 
[Capt. RopERT ADAMS, Jr., | 

Acting Judge-Advocate : | | 

Caprain: I respectfully ask that Maj. E. W. Stephens, of my | 
regiment, now under arrest for alleged neglect of duty at the time | 
of the capture and surprise of his command at Moorefield, September _ 
11, 1863, be honorably released from arrest and returned to duty, for 
the following reasons : 

Iam in possession of facts that prove that Maj. E. W. Stephens: 
took every precaution to secure himself against surprise by estab- 
lishing pickets and patrols around his camp and properly instruct- 
ing the same. A sergeant and 10 men had been sent into the field 
through which the enemy entered, with instructions to have no fires — 
lighted and to keep the field patrolled from one side to the other dur- 
ing the entire night. These instructions were given by the major in 
_ the presence of witnesses, who can now be produced, and had they 
been observed, no enemy could haveentered. The sergeant failed to — 
obey instructions, allowing fires to be kindled and neglecting to 
patrol as directed. A rebel deserter who participated in the capture 
narrated to me the manner in which it was accomplished. Many of 
the attacking party were formerly residents of the neighborhood, 
and were familiar with every rod of the country ; the darkness of 
the night favored the enterprise; they commenced their operations 
between 10 and 11 o’clock ; after two hours’ search in crawling around 
the picket-line a gap was discovered in the field mentioned above, 
through which they entered one at a time, crawling upon their hands 
and knees. In this manner they approached the camp, consuming 
nearly four hours in making a distance of half a mile. Owing to 
the darkness of the night the camp guard could not see the foe until 
_ within a few paces, and then too late to be of avail. Under these 
circumstances the best officer in the world could have done no better 
than the major did. I therefore believe that the best interests of 
the service demand that:Maj. EK. W. Stephens be released from 
rarest and returned to his command. Many of the facts mentioned 
above were not known when the subject was investigated by a court 
of inquiry, of which Lieutenant-Colonel Linton was president. 

Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. THOBURN, 
Colonel First West Virginia Infantry Veterans. 


* For reports of the affair at Moorefield, see Vol. XXIX, Part I, p. 105. 
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CULPEPER, March 8, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. C. Ross SmiruH, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 
The second reconnaissance sent out yesterday evening returned at 
7 o'clock this morning, and reports as follows: They went beyond 
Woodville, but could gain no intelligence of any force of the enemy 
nearer than the Rapidan. No troops have passed on this side of the 
ridge since last fall, and citizens report no force in the valley unless 
welldown. Fires in the direction of Little Washington proved to be 
burning brush. About 150 of the Sixth Virginia Cavalry are between 
there and Sperryville. As usual only a few were seen. 
W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General. 


YorxKTOWwN, VA., March 8, 1864. 
Major-General PLEASONTON, 
Comdg. Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac: 
GENERAL: General Butler informs me that transports have been 
ordered to take my command to Washington. I have received no 


orders. 
J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding Expedition. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) WAR DEPT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
INO. 110, Washington, March 8, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 

35. The First Regiment Michigan Sharpshooters, assigned to the 
Ninth Army Corps by Special Orders, No. 55, current series, from 
this office, will be placed en route, without delay, for the depot of 
the Ninth Corps, at Annapolis, Md. The Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment will furnish the necessary transportation. 

36. Annapolis, Md., is hereby announced asa depot and rendez- 
vous for such troops of the Ninth Army Corps, Major-General 
Burnside, U. 8. Volunteers, commanding, as have been, or may be, 
ordered to that point. The new organizations in the respective 
States, now or hereafter to be assigned to the Ninth Corps, will, so 
soon as their recruitment is complete, be placed en route to the depot 
in question. General Burnside will immediately arrange for the 
care, control, and instruction of the aforesaid troops. 

* * * * * * * 


_ By order of the Secretary of War: 


W. A. NICHOLS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. Fourtu Div., Dept. of WEsT VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, W. Va., March 8, 1864. 
Col. A. Moor, 


Commanding First Brigade, Fourth Division : 


CoLonEL: I am directed by General Averell to acknowledge the 
receipt of your communication of March 2. In reply he directs me 
to state that he has requested that Keeper’s battery may be at once 
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furnished with horses, and thereby put into condition to move. He 
thinks that with the force you now have, two, or at most four, 
guns are all that it is advisable to send to Beverly in the present 


condition of the roads and the uncertain state of the weather. As 


soon as horses are furnished one or two sections will be ordered to 
Beverly. There are not now in the battery horses enough to take 
one section. In case of an attack by the enemy in so great force that 
the position cannot be held, he advises that you fall back with your 
main body to Laurel Hill, keeping open your communication with 
your base on the railroad. He desires the position at Laurel Hill 
held as long as it can be done without danger of sacrificing your 
command. Incase you are compelled to fall back nee Beverly he 
would advise that you send two companies to the heights beyond 
Middle Fork, with instructions to hold that position. These compa- 
nies can be detailed from your command at Beverly, or from the 
command of Major Bowen at Buckhannon. He recommends that 
you keep on hand at Beverly about one week’s supplies. 
Iam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MARCH 8, 1864. 
Capt. WILL RuMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Sir : Scouts report they have been whipped badly at Winchester. 
They are falling back skirmishing. Major Hunter went into Win- 
chester and drove a small squad out ; the rebels were re-enforced, 
and coming back drove our men out. They are falling back skir- 
mishing. The rebels are supposed to be 250 strong. 

. W. W. MILES, 
Captain, Commanding Pickets. 


My force is not strong. 


Hpgrs. FourtH Div., Dept. of WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, March 8, 1864. 
Col. A. Moor, 


Beverly : 
Order four guns of Keeper’s battery to Beverly. 
By order of Brigadier-General Averell : 


WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. ~ 


Point Lookout, Mp., March 8, 1864. 
General BUTLER: 
Commander Parker reports the steam-tug Titan, captured by the 
rebels at Cherrystone, burned in the Piankatank yesterday. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your. obedient servant, 
G. MARSTON, 
Brigadier-General 


i 


/ 


Cuar. XLV] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 659 


YORKTOWN, March 8, 1864. 


_ General HECKMAN, 


—_—- 


Getty’s Station : 


GENERAL: Have Duncan’s brigade ready to embark at Portsmouth 
at 7 o’clock to-morrow morning without fail, with two days’ cooked 
rations and 70 rounds ammunition. The proper officers at Norfolk 
will answer your requisition in this behalf. Telegraph me at Fort- 
ress Monroe any difficulties in the way of the execution, and will 
smooth the difficulties, but there must be no impossibility. 

B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 9, 1864. 


In view of the near approach of the time when this army may be 
expected to resume active operations, the commanding general con- 
siders that the interests of the service require that the ladies now 
with the army, other than those here under the special authority of 
the War Department or these headquarters, as members of the Sani- 
tary Commission or other charitable associations, should not longer 
remain with it. The commanding general therefore desires that the 
corps commanders cause the officers of their respective commands to 
be notified that it is expected they will make the necessary arrange- 
ments to send beyond the lines of the army, with as little delay as 
practicable, the ladies at present visiting them. . 

The authority heretofore given the provost-marshal-general to 
grant permits to ladies to visit the army upon the recommendation 
of corps commanders is revoked. oS 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CULPEPER, March 9, 1864. 


_ Lieut. Col. C. Ross SmirH, 


Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 


A reconnaissance to beyond James City yesterday discovered no 
enemy or signs of any. There was a rumor to the effect that the 


enemy’s cavalry was in the neighborhood. 
W. MERRITT, 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
March 9, 1864. 


Brigadier-General GREGG : 


The general commanding desires to say that youneed not send the 
force to Page County until further orders. Please answer at once. 
° C. ROSS SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 
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BristoE, March 9, 1864. 

Lieutenant-Colonel LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifth Corps: 
A scout of 40 men from this point’ was nearly all captured this 
morning near Greenwich. I have sent a regiment of infantry and 
the balance of the cavalry in pursuit. Major Kerwin has also tele- 
graphed to General Gregg at Warrenton to endeavor to intercept the 


party who made the capture. 
WM. McCANDLESS, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
‘ March 9, 1864. 
Col. P. Hury, 


Commanding Second Brigade Cavalry: 
CoLONEL : The general commanding directs that you send 100 
men at once to the vicinity of Auburn under a good officer. 
A telegram just received from Major Kerwin, Thirteenth Penn- 


sylvania Cavalry, says that a detachment of about 40 men, under | 
Lieutenant White, Thirteenth Pennsylvania, were attacked and — 


nearly all captured by a party of the enemy, about 200 strong, near 
Greenwich. Colonel Taylor is ordered to send out to New Baltimore 
a party of 100 men. The commanding officer of the party will scour 
well the country, and upon return you will report to these head- 
quarters. 
Tam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
° H. C. WEIR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
March 9, 1864. 
Col. P. Hury, Commanding Second Brigade : 

CoLONEL : The general commanding directs that you detail from 
your brigade 350 enlisted men, with a proper number of commis- 
sioned officers, to report on the Waterloo road, in front of and just 
beyond the town of Warrenton, at 10 o’clock this p.m. This com- 
mand will carry two days’ rations of subsistence and one of forage, 
and afullsupply of carbine ammunition. Let care be exercised that 
none but shod horses be sent. . 

You will direct Major Thaxter, First Maine Cavalry, to report at 
these headquarters at 9 o’clock this p. m. 

By command of Brigadier-General Grege : 

H.C. WEIR: 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


_ War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., March 9, 1864 


WASHINGTON DEFENSES. 


_ Ordered, first, that Brigadier-General Canby cause an immediate 
inspection to be made, by a competent officer, of all the fortifications 
and defenses around Washington, and that he make a detailed report 
of their condition for defensive purposes, and in respect to supplies, 
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‘ammunition, and forces; also as to the condition of the roads lead- 
ing from Washington to the defenses, and of all roads necessary for 
the military operations of the fortifications. 
Second, that he cause similar inspections to be made every week, 
-and present to the Secretary of War in person a report on Wednes- 
day of each week until further orders, the first report herein directed 
to be made on Monday next, the 14th instant. 
; EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


ALEXANDRIA, March 9, 1864. 
Colonel Tayior, : 
Chief of Staffand Assistant Adjutant-General : 
COLONEL: My men have scouted as usual to-day. They report 
_ that the picket at Prospect Hill, 4 miles above Fort Ethan Allen, was 
attacked twice during last night by mounted and dismounted men. 
- The attack was repulsed. One rebel was killed. 
H. H. WELLS, 
Provost-Marshal-General. 


Hpqgrs. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
: New Berne, N. C., March 9, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 


Comdg. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina: 


GENERAL: Your communication of the 5th, with inclosures, has 
_ just come to hand. Its reception has relieved me in regard to the 
_ character of the movement in the direction of Norfolk. Probably 
the raid of General Kilpatrick induced a call for some of Pickett’s 
force in Virginia. Of this no information has reached me from 
North Carolina. As the Army of the Potomac will wait for good - 
weather, the Confederates have some weeks in which to operate on 
their interior lines with all their disposable force. 

The dispatch courier of Pickett’s I examined yesterday. He con- 
firms most of the statements made by deserters and refugees. He 
says that General Pickett had moved his family to Goldsborough, 

and proposed remaining there for some time. Isend him back, hav- 
ing no further use for him. The little steamer Bombshell is safe. 
She is very useful ; more such are needed. The report desired by 
General Graham will be made without delay. General Harland has 

_ reported, in obedience to your instructions. 

. I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


a YorKTOWN, VA., March 9, 1864. 
Major-General BUTLER: 

GENERAL: The force ordered left at 3 o’clock thismorning. Ihave 
received orders to embark my command for Alexandria. When will 
the transports arrive, and how many animals and men can be shipped 

at a time ? : 
q Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. KILPATRICK, 

Brigadier-General, 


So 
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HEADQUARTERS U.S. FORCES, ~ 
Yorktown, Va., March 9, 1864. 
Col. J. B. Kippoo, 
Commanding Twenty-second U. 8. Colored Troops: 

CoLonEL: Be prepared by conference with Captain Babcock, U. 
S. Navy, to move forward with your regiment on the transport Mor- 
gan, under convoy of one of Captain Babcock’s gun-boats, at a 
moment’s notice from me, which I shall send the moment the trans- 
ports containing Duncan’s brigade come in sight down the river. 
When you receive the order to start your instructions are as fol- 
lows: You will proceed (the gun-boat in advance) directly to Shep- 
pard’s warehouse wharf, on the north bank of the Mattapony, 
about 1 mile above West Point, where you will immediately land 
your forces by the wharf, if practicable ; if not, then in boats. If seri- 
ously opposed, establish yourself under the guns of Captain Babcock. 
If not seriously opposed, push forward a strong force with great cau- 
tion, and endeavor to getan advanced picket, securely supported, es- 
tablished on the main road leading from Gloucester Point to King and 
_ Queen Court-House, which road is about 13 miles back from the 
river and runs parallel to it. This picket will be strong enough to 


intercept small parties or pickets of the enemy in flight toward . 


King and Queen Court-House from my cavalry advancing north- 
ward from Gloucester Point. -You may look for my cavalry about 
daylight to-morrow morning, when a battery (Hunt’s) from them 
will stop and join you in reporting to me, together with three ambu- 
lances and my private horses. I expect to land at the same point 
and support you with Duncan’s brigade about dark this evening, 
when you will report to me the events of the afternoon, with the 
particulars of your position. Itis believed you will not find any 
opposition except from scattered bushwhackers, of which the vicin- 
ity was full yesterday, and from whom you must protect yourself by 
a careful system of pickets and skirmishing reconnaissances for 
‘short distances. Colonel Duncan’s transports are in sight. You 
will execute the above order at once. 
I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, 
Lidia WilSi AIR. 
Brigadier-General. 


Bowers’ Hitu, March 9, 1864. 
General HECKMAN: 

Major Preston reports that he has been to Bernard’s Mills. Found 
the enemy had retired beyond Jericho Creek, and had taken up the 
planks of the bridge. They have two batteries of four guns each 
posted on each side of the road on the hill, supported by three regi- 
ments of infantry, one of mounted infantry, and a regiment of cay- 
alry. I have reports from the railroad, and the rebels yet picket 
at the water-tank. Mr. Yocum says a woman told him the rebels 
had sent a force with pontoons to cross near Sleepy Hole for the 
purpose of cutting off Major Preston. I have sent two companies 
on the Big Point road. Have withdrawn Major Preston to Shoul- 
der’s Hill, and Major Smith has about 400 men near that point. If 
the enemy cross at Sleepy Hole I shall try and gobble them. 

N. BeeLORD, 

Colonel, Commanding. 


| 
| 


ae 
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~ GENERAL ORDERS, if Hpagrs. ARMY AND Dist. oF N. C., 
No. 28. ) New Berne, N. C., March 9, 1864. 
The moment when we are threatened with an advance by the 
enemy is the proper time to remind the gallant officers and sol- 
diers of this command of the results of the recent operations in North 
Carolina. Besides the repulse of General Pickett’s army at New 
Berne, the following have been captured : Six officers, 281 prisoners 
and dangerous rebels, 500 contrabands, 250 arms and accouterments, 
138 horses and mules, 11 bales of cotton, 1 piece of artillery, caisson 
complete, 1 flag, many saddles, harness, and wagons. Much prop- 
erty of the rebel Government has been destroyed from inability to 
remove it, as appears by a partial list: 250,000 pounds of pork, 80 
barrels of lard, 75 barrels of meat, 20,000 bushels of corn, 32 barrels 
of beef, 5 hogsheads of sugar, 5,000 empty sacks, 1 corn-mill, 10 
wagons, 1 ton of tobacco, 18 mules, 2 warehouses of salt, and 2 
extensive salt manufactories. Thousands of deserters have entered 
the lines and resumed their allegiance to the Federal Union with joy 
and gladness. 
These valuable services will be appreciated by the Government 
and the people, and this brief allusion to them should stimulate all 
_to renewed energy in the final campaign against the revolutionists. 
By command of Major-General Peck : 
BENJ. B. FOSTER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, March 10, 1864. 
By order of the President, Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck is, at 
his own request, relieved from duty as General-in-Chief, commanding 
- the Armies of the United States. 
By order of the President : 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


i WaR DEPARTMENT, 
March 10, 1864—1.40 p. m. 

Lieut. Gen. U. 8S. GRANT, ; 

‘ Commander-in-Chief, Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac : 


Pursuant to the authority of the act of Congress approved Feb- 
ruary 29, 1864, the President, by Executive order of this date, has 
_ assigned to you the command of the Armies of the United States. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


ooo 


CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 10, 1864. 
The major-general commanding requests me to inform you that 
Lieutenant-General Grant has arrived at his headquarters, and will 
remain this afternoon and to-night. He will be happy to see you 
here at any time during his brief stay. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 
(To corps commanders. ) 
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New York, March 10, 1864. 
(Received 4.45 p. m.) 
Hon. E. M. STAntTon, 
Secretary of War: 


If desirable I can be in Washington to-morrow morning and return 


here to-morrow night. 
A. E. BURNSIDE, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON City, March 10, 1864—4.50 p. m. 


Major-General BURNSIDE, 
New York City: 


t 
: 


General Grant has gone to the front. You had better wait until | 


his return, of which I will notify you. 
EDWIN M. STANTON. 


ALEXANDRIA, VA., March 10, 1864—noon. 
Major-General PLEASONTON : 

Arrived with advance of my command, which will all probably 
be here to-morrow. Shall I send them to the front by regiments, 
after resting to-night, or wait till the whole comes on? General Kil- 

atrick is not here, and directed me to apply for instructions. I wiil 
ie here until all of my men are disembarked. Shall I send dis- 
mounted men by rail or to Giesborough ? 

H. EK. DAVIES, Jr., 
Brigadier- General. 


MARCH 10, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff, Department of Washington : 

I have the honor to report all quiet. A party of guerrillas stopped 
Major Willard’s carriage and captured 2 horses belonging to a sutler 
in this command about 10 a. m. to-day, about 3 miles beyond our 
pie ine. They allowed the major to proceed on his way to Alex- 
andria. 


R. O. TYLER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ! WHEELING, W. Va., 
No. 8. March 10, 1864. 
In accordance with General Orders, No. 80, War Department, cur- 
rent series, I hereby assume command of the Department of West 
Virginia, headquarters at Cumberland, Md. 


F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


— 
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Hpgrs. FourtH Div., Dept. or WeEsT VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, March 10, 1864. 


'Brigadier-General KELLEY; Cumberland : 

_ Two men, Emory and Hayden, of Baltimore, have been arrested 
attempting to pass lines southward, the former to join the rebel 
_ army and the latter to rejoin hiscompany. Hayden had papers upon. 
: his person showing the military forces at Baltimore and this place. 

Shall I try him by military commission ? Is the First Virginia Cay- 


__alry on the way here ? 
-. WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


: Hpgrs. FourtH Div., Dept. of WEST VIRGINIA, 
i Martinsburg, March 10, 1864. 


_ Brigadier-General KELLEY, Comdg. Department, Cumberland : 
___ Dispatch received. One prisoner’s name is Duncan, instead of 


_ Hayd 

_ Hayden. 

a WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


va Be 


Marcu 10, 1864. 


Brigadier-General KELLEY, Comdg. Department, Cumberland: 
Nine rebels, assembled at a wedding near Winchester, were capt- 
ured last night by one of my patrols, under Lieutenant Kerr, Four- 


teenth Pennsylvania Cavalry. All quiet. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 


Brigadier-General. 


ee bo So gp ae eet ee ee 


Hpgrs. FourtH Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, March 10, 1864. 


Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Commanding Division, Harper's Ferry : 
It is reported by one of my patrols that about 90 rebels, under 
Baylor, are hovering about Smithfield. 
. WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


GETTY’s STATION, March 10, 1864. | 


4 Maj. R. S. Davis, Assistant Adjutant-General : 
Have just returned from the front; all quiet. Have re-established 
my pickets at Bernard’s Mills. The rebels threw a number of shells 


at them this a.m. No damage done or likely to be. 
C. A. HECKMAN, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


7 


Gerty’s STATION, March 10, 1864. 


Maj. R. 8. Davis, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
I have number of men without arms. My requisitions, forwarded 
some two weeks since, have received noattention. I wish you would 


\~ 
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call the attention of the ordnance officer to the necessity of filling 
them immediately. The enemy has not advanced farther than Ber- 
nard’s Mills. My cavalry are within a short distance of that point. 
The account in this morning’s Old Dominion is incorrect. Cole’s 
cavalry drove the enemy’s cavalry every time they attacked him, 
and did not fall back until they opened with four pieces of artillery 
and attempted to flank him with three regiments of infantry, and 
his squadron that had been cut off dashed through the enemy and 
joined him. The officers say that their men performed admirably. 
C. A. HECKMAN, 
\ Brigadier-General. 


——e 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY RESERVE BRIGADE, 
March 11, 1864—6 p. m. | 
Capt. GEORGE B. SANFORD, 
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Cav. Div., Culpeper, Va.: | 

Captain Lockwood, Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry, brigade officer — 
of the day, brought me this morning a note, written in pencil, by 
Capt. Sam. Culbertson, First New York Dragoons, in charge of cav- 
alry pickets on the left of the railroad, containing the following : 

T have to report that a flag of truce, borne by Colonel Terrill, commanding Thir- 
teenth Virginia Infantry, came to the river near Cedar Run this noon, with a 
request from Lieutenant-General Ewell, C. S. Army, that our pickets be withdrawn 
beyond musket-range, to prevent conversation. 

The enemy have been very desirous of obtaining information from 
our pickets ever since General Kilpatrick went out. Major Crit- 
tenden, whose wife is in Culpeper, has three times attempted to com- 
municate with her, as far as I can ascertain unsuccessfully. 

Respectfully, 
ALFRED GIBBS, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, 
: Washington, March 11, 1864—11.39 a. m, 
Major-General BURNSIDE, 


New York: 

General Grant will return here to-day. It would be well for you 
to come on at once. : 
EKDWIN M. STANTON, 

Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc, 


March 11, 1864. 
Captain McENTER, with 


General KILPATRICK, 
Fortress Monroe: 

The general commanding desires you to return to headquarters 
with such of our men as are not hurt. If General Kilpatrick is not 
coming immediately, you will come by way of Washington. Trans- 
portation will be furnished you on application. 

By command of Major-General Meade : 


SHARPE, 
Colonel. 


ure 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 
Chambersburg, Pa., March 11, 1864. 


‘His Excellency Governor A. G. Curtin, 


Harrisburg, Pa. : 

DEAR GOVERNOR: Major Burt has informed me of what you told 
him to-day in reference to the rebels organizing an expedition for 
this valley, &c. 

I have heard of various rumors to the same effect for perhaps two 
weeks past, and in consequence have given the matter serious con- 


sideration. I cannot, however, but believe that the rebel authori- 


ties are the authors of these stories, for the purpose of preventing our 


_ people from moving forward, and making us put ourselves on the 
defensive. _My reasons are these: With a small party—a few thou- 


_ sand—they would be liable to be cut off, for, Sigel’s troops being in 


_ their rear, and [sic] leisurely, they could not carry off enough spoils 


_ to make it an object, and I do not think that they will come with 


their whole army, as last summer. Still, I shall be on the lookout, 
and if they do come will try and do the best. 
Hoping that all will be well with us, I am, very respectfully, 
D. N. COUCH, 
Major-General. 


Hpagrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 

Fort Monroe, March 11, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. GILMAN MARSTON, / 
Commanding Point Lookout : 


GENERAL: I sent you yesterday a 44-inch rifle gun, 100 rounds of 


ammunition, The gun ison a siege carriage. I think that with 


that you will be able to protect yourself from your friends in the 


mortar schooner. Captain Farquhar, chief engineer, goes up to 


lay out the proper works for the protection of the harbor and of 
your prisoners. I inclose herein a paper* upon the subject of keep- 
ing the prisoners. Captain Farquhar is an engineer of great skill 
and promise, and I should advise you to adopt his suggestions. 
With your prisoners you will be able to make out those redoubts 
very quickly. Any requisition you may make upon us will be 
promptly answered. Of course you will make all the stockades of 


_ timber from the wood and not from sawed timber. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BY PABUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


ON THE ROAD, 3 MILES ABOVE OLD DRAGON, 
March 11, 1864—12.25 p. m. 
Major-General BUTLER : 

GENERAL: I cannot send word back by transports, which were 
ordered to leave at 6 p. m. yesterday in absence of other orders, and 
I presume did so. 

The storm yesterday was very severe and rain heavy ; roads knee 
deep and hard on men and horses. General Kilpatrick says he can’t 
possibly get cavalry across the Dragon anywhere. He-tried at old 


* Not found. 
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and new bridges. To-day itis worse. He objected strongly to going 


to Middlesex, which, indeed, can only be done by building bridges. | 


I have therefore directed him to proceed home direct with all cav- 
alry except 200, which I retain for scouting, &c. 

It is now raining again, with every prospect of a continuance. It 
will take infantry till Sunday night to reach Yorktown in present 
condition of roads. 

General Kilpatrick has made no detailed report. His cavalry only 
went a short distance beyond theinfantry. From there he sent out 


my cavalry (First Mounted Rifles and Eleventh Pennsylvania) to — 


King and Queen Court-House and Carlton’s Store, where Colonel 
Onderdonk reports finding 1,200 rebel cavalry, which he charged, 
routed, dispersed, and chased for 10 miles during the storm of yester- 
day, killing, wounding, and capturing a number, destroying camp, 
arms, stores, &c. 

In haste, respectfully, 


LJ. WISTAR; 
Brigadier-General. 
GENERAL ORDERS, | Hpgrs. ARMY AND Dist. oF N. C., 
No. 31. ) New Berne, N. C., March 11, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. Edward Harland, U. 8. Volunteers, having reported for 
duty in this district, is assigned to the command of the Sub-district 
of the Pamlico, with headquarters at Washington, N. C., reliev- 
ing Col. J. M. McChesney, First North Carolina Volunteers. 

It is due to Colonel McChesney that the commanding general 
should express his appreciation of the valuable services he has ren- 
dered and the ability he has exhibited in his administration of the 
affairs of the sub-district. 

By command of Major-General Peck : 

BENJ. B. FOSTER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL an et Hpagrs. ARMY AND Dist. or N. C., 
No. 32. New Berne, N.C., March 11, 1864. 

I. Mainly through the philanthropy of Northern hearts, ample 
and liberal means have been provided for the moral and religious 
training of the colored children of North Carolina. 

No portion of this bounty has been diverted for the education of 
the poor white children, and thousands are within the lines growing 
up in vice and ignorance. -Unless they are properly instructed, the 
American people have no guarantee that they will not in the future 
attempt to revolutionize the Government and destroy its noble in- 
stitutions. History will record that the lack of that knowledge 
which results from a general system of education was one of the 
leading causes of the existing revolution. 

II. It is ordered that free schools be organized at once in New 
Berne, under such female teachers as may from time to time be au- 
thorized. The provost-marshal will procure suitable rooms. The 
expenses will be paid from the civil fund on orders from these head- 
quarters. P 

III. Rev. J. Hill Rouse, hospital chaplain; Prof. W. H. Dough- 
erty, and Surg. D. W. Hand, medical director, are appointed as in- 
spectors of schools without compensation. They will report at least 
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~ monthly upon their condition, making such recommendations as 
__will promote the objects in view. 

IV. At an early day schools will be opened in Washington, Beau- 
~ fort, and perhaps other places. 

* By command of Major-General Peck: , 
BENJ. B. FOSTER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, WaAR Dept., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 98. Washington, March 12, 1864. 

The President of the United States orders as follows: 

I. Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck is, at his own request, relieved from 
duty as General-in-Chief of the Army, and Lieut. Gen. U. 8. Grant 

_ is assigned to the command of the Armies of the United States. 
The headquarters of the Army will be in Washington, and also 
_ with Lieutenant-General Grant in the field. 
} II. Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck is assigned to duty in Washington, 
- as Chief of Staff of the Army, under the direction of the Secretary 
_ of War and the lieutenant-general commanding. His orders will be 
obeyed and respected accordingly. : 

* * * * * # * 

V. In relieving Major-General Halleck from duty as General-in- 
Chief the President desires to express his approbation and thanks 
for the able and zealous manner in which the arduous and responsi- ~ 

ble duties of that position have been performed. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

EK. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 12, 1864—7.30 p. m. 
Major-General SEDGWICK, 
Commanding Army of the Potomac: 

The inclosed dispatch from General Merritt is just received, 
through Major-General Pleasonton. The reason for the request of 
General Ewell is left to surmise, so far as communicated by General 
Merritt. Please return the two dispatches for file. The messenger 
bearing the flag of truce appears to have gone back. I can ascer- 
tain from General Merritt by telegraph, and at the same time inquire 

if there has been any picket firing recently. There appears to beno 
-. necessity for an immediate reply. : 


Very respectfully, &c., ; 
: A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


[Ineclosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS First CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Culpeper, Va., March 12, 1864. 
Col. C. Ross SMITH, 
Chief of Staff: 
A communication, under a flag of truce, was received by Colonel 
Gibbs, commanding Reserve Brigade, asking that our picket along 


J | 
f | 
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J | 
the Rapidan River be removed beyond musket-shot. The message | 
came from General Ewell (rebel). No answer returned. The mes- 
sage was brought by Colonel Terrill, commanding Thirteenth Vir- | 
ginia Infantry. Has the major-general commanding any order in 


this matter ? | 
W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General. | 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 12, 1864—8 p. m. 
Major-Géneral PLEASONTON, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 

The major-general commanding desires to know whether the 
pickets along the Rapidan have been advanced closer to the river | 
recently ; whether there has been ane picket firing recently, and | 

< 
' 


whether the enemy can drive our pickets from the river without 
crossing ; whether the present position of the picket-line along the © 
river is essential to watching and giving timely notice of the move- | 
ments of the enemy, or is unnecessarily advanced, and by being so | 
threatens the enemy, and for that reason is subject to attack. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


Hpqgrs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 12, 1864. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to reply to your inquiries as follows: 
The pickets along the Rapidan have not been advanced. There 
was some pet firing night before last, merely a few shots. Some 
of the pickets are in musket-range, and could ie driven back with- 
out the enemy crossing. If the picket is drawn back he cannot 
watch the crossing, but I think could give timely information of the 
movements of the enemy. Ido not think the ine is unnecessarily 
advanced or that it threatens an attack from the enemy. There 
appears to be one post that has a commanding position that draws 
the fire of the enemy; the other posts do not draw the enemy’s fire. 

A. PLEASONTON, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort Monroe, Va., March 12, 1864. 
(Received 12 m.) 
Major-General PLEASONTON, 
Army of the Potomac: 
My men will all have embarked by to-morrow noon. I will report 
in person on Tuesday. 
J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General. 
} 


_ has some prisoners. I have about 40. 


eo 
A 
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WasHineton, D. C., March 12, 1864—10 p. m. 
Major-General PLEASONTON: 


You will have a thorough inspection made of both horses and 
men immediately on the return of Kilpatrick’s command. The num- 
ber of both horses and men that return must be carefully counted 
and noted and specific report as to condition of animals. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, hase DeEpT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 97. Washington, March 12, 1864. 
1. Maj. Gen. Lewis Wallace, U. S. Volunteers, is assigned to the 
command of the Eighth Army Corps and of the Middle Department, 
exclusive of Fort Delaware. 
2. The commanding officer of Fort Delaware will report direct to 
the War Department, and his post will not be considered as belong- 


ing to any geographical department. 


By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpaers. FourtH Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, March 12, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KELLEY, 
Cumberland : 

Colonel Moor is apprehensive of anattack upon Beverly. I think 
it necessary to order up at least one section of Keeper’s battery from 
Webster, but he has only 20 serviceable horses. Will you please 
direct that he be furnished with some more as soon as possible ? 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


Fort Monrog, Va., March 12, 1864. 
(Received 4.35 p. m.) 
Hon. EpwIn M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: , 

Wistar is with the infantry, clearing out the land pirates and other 
uerrillas in Middlesex and Mathews Counties. He will return on 
unday. He was at Old Dragon Bridge on the 11th at 12 m. 

B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 


YORKTOWN, March 12, 1864—2.30 p. m. 
Major-General BUTLER : 

Have just returned. Left infantry and artillery with prisoners at 
Wood’s Ordinary. Roads are bad. They will camp within 7 miles of 
Gloucester Point to-night. Some of the prisoners badly wounded. 
General Kilpatrick has gone without leaving any report for me. He 


I. J. WISTAR, 
Brigadier-General. 


| 
| 
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| 


Marcu 12, 1864. | 
Colonel WEST : ; ; 

Request Colonel Onderdonk to make immediate report to me of 
the service of his regiment and the Eleventh Pennsylvania Cay 
alry in the late expedition. Their good conduct, as contrasted with 
some other troops, entities them to special mention in my report. 

I. Ji WiISTAR, 
Brigadier-General. 


—> 


Hpers. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., March 12, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 
Comdg. Dept. Virginia and North Carolina, Fort Monroe: 


GENERAL: A Mr. Miller, whose wife isin Kinston, left here about | 
the 25th February, and has just come in with information that is | 
entirely reliable. He states that some 400 men were put at work on | 
the gun-boat by Pickett on his return, with instructions to complete | 
her as soon as possible, and before the 14th (anniversary of the fall 
of New Berne). The boat is virtually done, and two additional 
guns for her arrived last Tuesday, making four in all. He was at 
the blockade, and it has been all removed and the channel staked 
out. He says Pickett fully intends to give us a hard one, cutting 
the railway and placing batteries on the river below. The raid of 
Kilpatrick and the move of the Army of the Potomac broke up his 
plans, or postponed them for the present. Some of his troops were 
called to Virginia. He thinks they have great faith in the ram and 
fully intend an attack when there is a freshet. I shall send this 
man up again before many weeks. 

Your communication of the 9th has just reached me by Lieuten- 
ant Carpenter and the Farrow, with papers, for which I am obliged. 
I had hoped a sufficient force might be sent here to enable me to 
take the offensive, and give the State a chance to break away from 
the rotten Confederacy, when the people would rally around the army 
of deliverance and the Union. This hope is long deferred, I fear. 
“My arrangements are such that I shall be glad to have Pickett 
attack here with any reasonable amount of force. He will meet 
such a resistance as he has not dreamed of in his philosophy. ‘‘Un- 
ceasing vigilance is the price of liberty,” and I keep all at work in 
appropriate spheres. 

So far as respects the ram in the Neuse, I do not feel apprehensive, 
since the obstructions have been completed. I have built a new 
work on the right of my line, where it intersects the river, and have 
a 100-pounder gun (rifled) in position, which I brought from Macon. 
Should the gun-boats give way at that position, our line is now 
secure. 

With great satisfaction I notice your assurance of sending veterans 
here in order that these may go on furlough. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

5 March 13, 1864—11.45 a. m. 

Major-General PLEASONTON, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 


The major-general commanding considers it probable that the 
communication by flag of truce yesterday to Colonel Gibbs was un- 
authorized by General Ewell, and directs that a minute report be 
made by Colonel Gibbs of everything that occurred in the meeting 
of the bearer of the flag of truce, what was said by Colonel Terrill, 
whether his appearance indicated him to be an officer of the rank he 
claimed to have, where the flag of truce crossed the Rapidan, where 
it crossed our picket-line, &c.; in short, everything to enable the 
commanding general to judge of the genuineness of the flag of truce. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, March 13, 1864. 

Memoranda for Major-General Augur, commanding Department 
of Washington : 

First. Colonel Whistler, in command of Forts Haggerty, Cor- 
coran, Strong, and C. F. Smith, is reported as inefficient. He should 
be replaced by a more vigilant officer, and sent to his regiment. 

Second. A detachment of cavalry is required in the vicinity of 
Chain Bridge for scouting, &c. 

Third. Twenty days’ surplus rations should be kept in forts at 
on Bridge and below Hunting Creek ; ten days’ rations in the 
others. 

Fourth. Garrisons to be turned out to obstruct such roads as 
engineers may decide not to be necessary for travel, which should 
be confined to main roads. 

Fifth. Artillery practice should commence. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, March 13, 1864. 
Memoranda for General J. G. Barnard, chief engineer Defenses of 
Washington : 
First. Stockades to be immediately built on roads leading to 
Aqueduct, Chain, and Long Bridges. 
Second. Road to be built connecting Forts Strong and C. F. Smith. 
Third. All wood roads leading to the exterior not required for 
travel to be obstructed so as to confine travel through the lines to 
the main roads. 
Fourth. Magazine in Fort Strong defective; to be repaired or a 
new one built. ; 
Fifth. A well to be dug in Fort C. F. Smith; the engineers will 
locate it and the quartermaster will construct it. 
The items reported on recent inspection of defenses, the Secretary 
of War directs that they be immediately attended to. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 
43 R _R—VOL XXXIII 
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CUMBERLAND, March 138, 1864. | 
Brigadier-General AVERELL : 
Yes; you may come, 
F. SIGEL, | 
Major-General. | 


Hpers. FourtH Div., Dept. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, March 13, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Cumberland : 
Scouting parties allin. Everything quiet in front. 
LOUIS A. MYERS, 
Captain and Provost-Marshal. 


Hpgrs. FourtH Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, March 13, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Oumberland: 
Gaddess, just infrom Winchester, reports Gilmor with considerable 
force at Newtown this a. m. 
T. F. LANG, 


Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


\ 


OFFICE ASSISTANT QUARTERMASTER, FoURTH DIVISION, | 
Martinsburg, W. Va., March 138, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, 
Commanding Fourth Division : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose herewith a synopsis of my | 
inspection of yesterday. T would respectfully call your attention to | 
the following facts: The horses of the command are in a very bad 
condition, and this is caused purely by the negligence of the officers, 
whose duty it should be to care for them. The grooming generally | 
is wretched, and, from the looks of the horses, the feeding and water- 
ing is worse. As a whole, the horses of the Fifth West Virginia 
were in the best condition. Those of Gibson’s battalion, with the 
exception of Captain Smith’s company, were in miserable order, and 
in one company, that of Captain Hagans, the only inference I can 
draw from the looks of the horses is that they have never been fed, 
watered, or groomed but in the most loose and reckless manner. 
The stables of the whole battalion were in the most filthy condition. 
The horses of Captain Ewing’s battery looked well, but there also 
T noticed a lack of proper grooming. ‘The horses of the Fourteenth 
Pennsylvania were tolerable, but I noticed a most lamentable ignor- 
ance in many officers as regarded the condition of their companies ; 
indeed, throughout the day I found sergeants and even corporals 
called upon for reports with which captains of companies should at 
all times have been perfectly conversant. 
The horses of the Kighth West Virginia had in many cases but 
just returned from water or picket duty and were very muddy ; how- 
ever, the same fault of too little grooming was observable. ‘I desire 


’ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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to compliment Captain Smith, of Gibson’s battalion ; his horses were 
the best groomed and cared for of any in the whole command, and 
it only shows that every horse with proper treatment can be made 
not only serviceable but enduring. Captain Smith, of Company F, 
Fifth West Virginia, knew nothing of the state of his, and is short, 
and cannot account for 9 horses which he has reported as belonging 
to his company. Captain Thompson, of the Sixth West Virginia, 
was, if possible, more ignorant than Captain Smith, and Lieutenant 
Davidson, of the same regiment, more ignorant and careless than 
either. Captain Thompson is now commanding the Sixth West Vir- 
ginia, and an officer who understands so little of his company must 
know less of his regiment. I would state to the general command- 
ing that throughout the whole command the morning reports as a 
aie thing are incorrect and should be inspected. I am confi- 
ent there are more men in the division fit for duty than appears on 
the paper. 

eee general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. H. BROWN, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


Fort Monrog, VA., March 13, 1864. 
(Received 10.25 p. m.) 
P. H. WATSON, 
Assistant Secretary of War: ; : 

I need very much 1,000 revolvers for my cavalry. May Irely upon 
your good offices to exert yourself to get them for me? The cavalry 
are actually in the field, and need them much, and but a small por- 
tion of them now have pistols. My requisition was refused because 
it was said that cavalry did not need two kinds of fire-arms. I agree 
to that. What I am trying now to get is one kind. 

B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 


¢ 
es 


~ 


CircuLaR.]| ARTILLERY Hpgrs., ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
March 14, 1864. 

J. You will at once take the necessary steps to put your brigade in 
condition to take the field, and for this purpose direct requisition for 
the necessary number of horses and other materials to be made out, 

II. Should you consider it advisable, the number of horses in a six- 
gun battery may be carried up to 116, and for a four-gun battery 
88, but the number of spare horses should not be carried beyond the 
possible wants, as the supplies for the number we have are limited. 
~ TII. The ammunition should, so far as practicable, be made to con- 
form to the proportions directed in General Orders, No. 5, of 1863, 
from these headquarters, viz, 12 to 16 solid shot, 12 to 8 shrapnel, 4 
shell, 4 canister to each chest for 12-pounders; 25 to 30 shell, 20 to 15 
shrapnel, 5 canister to each chest for rifle guns. 

IV. Care should be also taken that both Hotchkiss and Schenkl 
shell, or Hotchkiss and Schenk] shrapnel, should not be used in the 
same battery. Where such mixtures have taken place the batteries 
should exchange with each other and with the train, and reduce so 
far as possible the kind of ammunition which they do not habitually 
use. 
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There is scarcely any occasion on which the percussion-fuse is not | 
superior to the time-fuse shell. It would be a good rule to use only | 
the percussion. Every effort is now being made to provide a con- 
cussion shell for the light 12-pounder to supersede the time-fuse. 

V. When requisitions are hereafter made for one kind of ammu- 
nition another kind will not be received until it is ascertained that | 
the Artillery Reserve train cannot furnish it, nor even then, except 
in very urgent cases, will a different kind of ammunition be received 
than that asked for. 

VI. By acircular from these headquarters, dated December 17, 
1863, paragraph I, you were notified that a supply of new canister 
for light 12-pounders had been ordered (72 3-ounce balls to the can- 
ister), and you were requested to make requisition for it at a rate | 
not to exceed 10 rounds per gun. Will you please state in your re- | 
port of your train if such canister has been received, and call special | 
attention to it with a view of obtaining a report as to its efficiency , 
in our next battles ? 

VII. When proper ground can be found in the vicinity of a corps, 
a course of target practice should be entered upon, of which careful 
records should be kept and a copy sent to these headquarters. (See 
Article XI, page 16, Revised Regulations.) In this practice batter- 
ies should use only the kind of ammunition they use in battle. Ap- 
plication must be made to the chief of artillery for permission to 
practice, stating the day and hour at which it is to commence, in 
Se that notice may be given to the other corps and to prevent 
alarm. 

VIII. The trains will be immediately inspected, and a report of 
their condition and that of the ammunition made to the chief of 
artillery, in order,if there are deficiencies, that steps be taken to 
supply them. 

The allowance of wagons is as follows : Brigade headquarters, two 
wagons ; brigade medical department, one wagon; brigade trans- 
portation of subsistence for sales to officers, one wagon ; each four- 
gun battery, four wagons; each six-gun battery, five wagons; to 
every twenty-five ammunition wagons, five additional ones for trans- 
portation of forage for the teams. 

By command of Brigadier-General Hunt : 


JNO. N. CRAIG, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(To chiefs of corps artillery, artillery reserve, and horse brigades.) 


HEADQUARTERS FirtH ARMY Corps, 


dey March 14, 1864. 
Brigadier-General BARTLETT, 


Commanding First Division: 


GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you cause 
a picket to be thrown out on the Bealeton and Morrisville road, and 
to take a position that will command a good view of the country in 
that direction, the strength of the picket to consist of 1 non-com- 
missioned officer and 9 men. They will be relieved daily. The 
major-general commanding directs me to say further that he wants 
the pickets of your Third Brigade to exercise the utmost vigilance in 


‘Y 
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keeping people from eee through our lines. He desires the orders 
of the major-general commanding the Army of the Potomac to be 
strictly carried out and the integrity of the picket-line sustained.  - 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
FRED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Stony MOUNTAIN SIGNAL STATION, 
March 14, 1864—5.15 p. m. 
General WARREN : 
__ A working party of 30 or 40 of the enemy have been employed to- 
day constructing a work on the river near Raccoon Ford. All quiet. 
TAYLOR, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 


MARTINSBURG, March 14, 1864. 
Capt. W. M. Boongs, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Harper's Ferry: 

An escaped prisoner reports having seen 28 of Gilmor’s men at 
Newtown last night, together with several squads of footmen. The 
cavalry came up the Berryville pike. Citizens say the infantry 
intend to work round our picket fires to-night and meet Gilmor 
and make an attack somewhere; he could not learn where. Reports 
that country full of marauding squads. 

GEO. D. WELLS, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


HARPER’S FERRY, VA., March 14, 1864. 
Col. GrorcE D. WELLS: 

Be on the alert. I have no cavalry out that will come in your 
direction, so that you will not allow yourself to be deceived by the 
approach of cavalry in Federal uniforms. 

J.C. SULLIVAN, 


Brigadier-General. 


Hpogrs. FourtH Div., Dept. or WEST VIRGINIA, 

: Martinsburg, March 14, 1864. 

-Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper's Ferry: 

An escaped prisoner from Libby prison in rebel uniform reports 
that he saw Gilmor with 28 mounted men and a few squads dis- 
mounted last night, 10 o’clock, above Winchester. Mounted men 
went toward Charlestown, dismounted westward. Says they will 
meet inside our lines to-night for the purpose of making a dash ; 


stealing horses, perhaps. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General, 
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‘HARPER'S Ferry, March 14, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL : 


I have information, which I do not deem reliable, that Imboden | 
is in the valley at Millwood. I shall soon know whether the rumor | 
be true or not. 

J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., March 14, 1864. 


Major-General BURNSIDE, 
New York: 


I have ordered the Ninth Army Corps from Knoxville to Annap- 
olis and requested the Secretary of War to direct the veterans to | 
rendezvous at that place. Please send this order to all regiments of | 
the corps about to return to the field. 


U. 8S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


WaAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, March 14, 1864—11 a. m. 


Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 
Fort Monroe: 
- Such immense numbers of cavalry are now being called into the 
field that it is impracticable to furnish them both pistols and car- | 
bines. Five hundred pistols will be sent to you to-day. After a | 
few weeks the supply of cavalry arms will be increased. 
P. H. WATSON, 
Assistant Secretary of War. | 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District or NoRTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., March 14, 1864. 
General I. N. PALMER, | 
Commanding Sub-district of New Berne: 


GENERAL: The commanding general wishes to know what men 
are now in charge of Brant Island. Are they soldiers, and, if so, 
how many? Reliable information has been received that there is a 
band of about 60 guerrillas organized and now moving along the 
shore between Swan Quarter and Rose Bay, preparing to cross the 
mouth of Pamlico River in small boats and attack the island. Please 
answer as soon as possible. 

IT am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. D. OUTWATER, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 
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Stony Mountain SIGNAL STATION, 
March 15, 1864—10 a. m. 
Major-General WARREN: 
All quiet. Working party of the enemy engaged this a. m. on 
work near Raccoon Ford, as reported yesterday. 
TAM ILO ER. 
Captain and Signal Officer. 


Stony MowuntvAIN SIGNAL STATION, 
March 15, 1864—5 p. m. 
General WARREN : 
Enemy still working near Raccoon Ford. All quiet. 
TAY ELO Re 
Captain and Signal Officer. 


_ SPECIAL ORDERS, | Hpgrs. DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 49. § Cumberland, Md., March 15, 1864. 


III. Brigadier-General Averell, commanding Fourth Division, will 
immediately take command of all the cavalry forces now attached to’ 
his own division and that of Brigadier-General Sullivan, and organize 
and use them according to his discretion. He will make the neces- 
sary detail for the division of General Sullivan. The infantry now 
attached to Brigadier-General Averell’s division will be disposed of 
by further orders from these headquarters. 

By order of Maj. Gen. F. Sigel: 

T. MELVIN, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, March 15, 1864, 
Brigadier-General AVERELL : 

By special orders transmitted py telegraph you are assigned to the 
command of all the cavalry forces of the First and Fourth Divisions. 
You will also act as commander of cavalry outposts for the two 
divisions, and establish your line as you think proper. Inform 
General Sullivan well of your dispositions and the movements of 
the enemy according to latest information. Itis necessary for you 
to select your best cavalry from what you have to find out imme- 
diately what the enemy is doing in our front. In case of emergency 
- you will not allow your cavalry to be separated from the line to 
’ Williamsport or Cumberland. Report frequently to me. 

F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


HARPER’S FERRY, March 15, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL : 


I have no further information. All quiet. 
J. C. SULLIVAN, 


Brigadier-General, 


XN 


\ 
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Hpers. Fourtu Div., Dept. of WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, March 15, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. F. SIGEL, 
Commanding Department, Cumberland : 

Three scouting parties have been sent out to-day, one to Bloomery 
Gap, to return via Pughtown and Mills’ Gap; another to Pughtown 
and 10 miles beyond, to return via Winchester, and one to Smith- 
field, Bunker Hill, &c. No news since morning. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


I send Captain Rumsey to-night to you with information and 


papers. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpgrs. FourtyH Div., Depr. of WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, March 15, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Commanding, Harper's Ferry: 

From department headquarters, Special Orders, No. 49, places me 
in command of the cavalry of the First and Fourth Divisions. Will 
you please inform me what cavalry you have and where itis? Will 
you also please inform me by letter what duties have ordinarily 
been devolved upon our cavalry, and your views as to positions, 
pickets, and the enemy, recent and probable operations in future ? 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


Please give me your latest information from up the valley. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


‘ CUMBERLAND, March 15, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper's Ferry: 

Your telegram of this evening, referring to probable movement of 
the enemy, received. The general commanding requests that you 
communicate this and other information of similar character received 
by you to Brigadier-General Averell, at Martinsburg, as well as to 
these headquarters. 

By order of Maj. Gen. F. Sigel: 

T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpagrs. Mrip. Dept., 8tH Army Corps, 
No. 11. Baltumore, Md., March 15, 1864. 

I. Whereas by an act of Congress approved July 17, 1862, th 
President of the United States was authorized to is aah into ihe 
service of the United States for any military or naval service for 
which they may be found competent persons of African descent ; 
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and whereas by an act of Congress approved March 3, 1863, all able- 
bodied male citizens of the United States, between the ages of twenty 
and forty-five years, are declared to constitute the national forces, 
and shall be liable to perform military duty when called upon by 
the President; therefore, all colored men, slaves or otherwise, in 
this department come within this act. 
Col. 8. M. Bowman, chief mustering and recruiting officer for col- 
ored troops in Maryland, is authorized to enlist all such in the serv- 
ice of the United States; and for this purpose he is directed to send 
-arecruiting officer, accompanied by a surgeon, to jails, slave-pens, 
or other places of confinement, who shall be authorized to enlist all 
colored men found in these places, if passed by the surgeon, upon 
their signifying their willingness so to enlist, provided that none 
so enlisted are held under criminal process. 
And any one who shall refuse to give access to such recruiting 
officer, or who shall throw obstacles in the way of the execution of 
this order, will be reported to these headquarters, and such offender 
will be held responsible for interfering with enlistments and dealt 
with accordingly. 
By order of Brig. Gen. H. H. Lockwood : 
WM. H. CHESEBROUGH,- 
Ineutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, WaAR DEpT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 118. Washington, March 15, 1864. 


* * * * 


_ 85. On the expiration of their furloughs, all veteran troops of the 
Ninth Army Corps, Major-General Burnside, U. 8. Volunteers, com- 
manding, will be sent to the depot for the Ninth Corps at Annapolis, 
Md. Superintendents of recruiting service for States which are 
‘represented in the Ninth Corps are charged with the prompt execu- 


tion of this order. 
: * * * * * * * 


By order of the Secretary of War: 
EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 16, 1864—10 p.m. (Received 11 p. m.) 


Major-General HALLECK : 
The following intelligence received from scouts just returned is 
sent for your information : 


* The enemy are making large preparations for the capture of Norfolk. Heavy 
details are made from Pickett’s division to work on the gun-boats now building at 
Richmond. The work is pushed night and day, and it is expected three gun-boats 
will be finished in three or four weeks. They are also building floats or rafts to 
carry guns to move down the James River with their fleet. Longstreet is to have 
command on the Blackwater for the main attack on Norfolk. His wholecommand 
isexpected at Petersburg. His force estimated at 15,000. Pontoons have been sent 
from Richmond to Petersburg. A feint will be made on Williamsburg with a force 
of 3,000 infantry, with some cavalry and artillery, and for this purpose Ford’s Bridge 
over the Chickahominy is being rebuilt. * 


*Substance of this paragraph telegraphed to Augur, same date. Repeated to 
Grant by Halleck, March 17, 
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The above information is brought by a man by the name of E 
Lohman, whom our scouts brought back with them, and who repre 
sents himself as having been sent by Union men in Richmond te 
communicate the above and other information to the War Depart 
ment. Lohman will be sent up to-morrow with an officer. | 

Our scouts also report that Jeb Stuart is collecting a cavalry fore 
at Fredericksburg to make a raid on our rear, and is only waitin, 
for the Rappahannock to become fordable to cross at or near Fred! 
ericksburg. They also report the enemy sending supplies and am} 
munition in great quantities over both roads (uniting at Hanover 


Junction) to Lee’s army. 
GEO. G. MEADE, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


| 


Stony Mountain, March 16, 1864—5.45 p. m. 


{ 
H 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
H 
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Captain NorTON: “| 
All quiet. Same party working near Raccoon Ford to-day. 
TAYLOR. 
GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
No. 8. March 16, 1864. 


| 
The following dispatch has been received from the Adjutant-Gen-| 
eral’s Office, and is published for general information : | 


WASHINGTON, March 16, 1864—11 a.m. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE G. MEADE, 
Commanding Army of the Potomac: 


So much of paragraph 5 of General Orders, No. 376, of 1868, from this office, as 
orders the assignment of men not re-enlisting as veteran volunteers to duty in other 
companies and regiments until the expiration of their term of service, is revoked, 
and all enlisted men assigned or transferred to other companies or regiments under 
this provision will be returned to their original company or regiment at once, if in 
the field, or in case the regiment is on furlough, as soon as it returns. 

By order of the Secretary of War : 

EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


By command of Major-General Meade: 


_ §. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 16, 1864. 
CoMMANDING OFFICER CAVALRY CORPS: 


Ihave the honor herewith to transmit an extract from a commu- 
nication which has been received from Col. George H. Sharpe, dep- 
uty provost-marshal-general, in relation to an anticipated raid by 
the enemy’s cavalry on the Orange and Alexandria Railroad.* 

_ The commanding general directs that you hold Gregg’s division 
in readiness to move at very short notice, and that as many men as 


*See Meade to Halleck, p. 681. 
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can be spared from the two other divisions of your corps be organized 
into a force to support any movement it may be necessary to make 
and prepared to march promptly. 
_ The commanding general further directs that you send a detach- 
ment to Grove Church to watch the enemy’s movements, and to give 
timely notice of his approach should he cross the river. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
S. WILLIAMS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
; March 16, 1864—10.30 p. m. (Received 11.30 p. m.) 
_ Maj. Gen. C. C. AucurR, Washington: 
‘ Our scouts report Jeb Stuart as collecting a cavalry force at Fred- 
ericksburg, intending to cross there as soon as the Rappahannock is 
_fordable, to operate on our rear. They say it was reported another 
force was to move on my right flank and rear. 
GEO. G. MEADH, 
Major-General, 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, ' 
Martinsburg, March 16, 1864. 
Capt. WILLIAM M. Boone, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Harper’s Ferry: 

Three negroes in from Strasburg report that Gilmor is wounded ; 

that Imboden and Rosser have received orders to join Longstreet, 
_and it is believed that they have gone. 
GEO. D. WELLS, 


Colonel. © 


Hpgrs. FourtH Div., Dept. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
. Martinsburg, March 16, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Commanding First Division, Harper’s Ferry: 

Dispatch received. I think the woman was frightened. I have 
out three patrols, one to Bloomery Gap, one beyond Pughtown, and 
one to Smithfield. I have to request you to direct the senior officer 
of your cavalry to report to me in person at this place as soon as 

- practicable, bringing with him the latest returns of all the cavalry 


_ with your division. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
; Cumberland, Md., March 16, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, 
Commanding Division, Martinsburg, W. Va.: 
GENERAL: I spoke with Captain Rumsey to-day and gave him all 
information I could at this moment. I will make no disposition of 
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the infantry at Beverly, and intend to leave it with you if it caj{. 
possibly be done. The infantry now attached to your command frori| 
General Sullivan’s division is temporarily under your orders 1 
regard to discipline, drill, &c., and you may order it out for thiif 
purpose at your discretion. The commander of those troops shoul 
try his best to keep them in a condition to assist you at a moment’ 
notice, and prepare them for the duties they have to perform. I 
regard to your cavalry, I would advise you to be very careful in select! 
ing the proper officers for the command of your brigades, as it is di 
cult to-make any change afterward. 1 will probably be under the 
necessity to order the Fifth Virginia (Colonel Latham’s regiment: 
away from you, but am in hopes to send you some other regiment, 
The quartermaster is instructed to establish cavalry depots at Hagers; 
town, Morgantown, and Parkersburg, respectively, for all serviceabl 
and unserviceable horses received from the Cavalry Bureau at Wash) 
ington, or sent there from the different divisions. A cavalry office 
will be assigned to these depots to receive all dismounted men for th 
purpose of mounting them and returning them to their commands, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
F. SIGEL, | 

Major-General. 


| 
Fi 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE CAVALRY, 
Charleston, W. Va., March 16, 1864. 


Maj. JoHN J. HOFFMAN, 
Commanding Second Virguua Cavalry Volunteers : 


Sir: You will immediately proceed in command of six companies 
' of your regiment into the counties of Wayne and Cabell, W. 
Va., to meet and capture or destroy a rebel force under Colonel 
French, of the rebel army, which is reported in thatregion. Colonel 
Brown, commanding the Thirteenth Virginia Infantry, will co-oper- 
ate with you in accomplishing the object of the expedition. Your 
command will be supplied with four days’ rations for the men, and 
two days’ forage. ou will levy on the country for supplies, as faz 
as possible. In case you do not find the enemy you will make a 
thorough reconnaissance in those two counties. You will report 
at these headquarters immediately in person for further instruc. 
tions, first having your men in preparation for the march. 
By command of Brig. Gen. A. N. Duffié: 
‘ HOW CLARK oR. 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, March 16, 1864. 
Col. G. R. Latuam, 
Grafton, W. Va.: 


Would it suit to order the Fifth [West Virginia] Cavalry to Nev 
Creek instead of Grafton, or other point west? The general com 
manding desires your views. 

T. MELVIN, 
Assisiant Adjutant-General. 


\ 
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(, NASHVILLE, TENN., March 16, 1864. 
Major-General BurnsipE, New York: 


- General Parke is ordered to report to you in person immediately. 
; US. GRANTS 
Lieutenant-General. 


“ ) 
SPECIAL FIELD nena Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE OHIO, 
.., 


No. 7. Morristown, Tenn., March 16, 1864. 


: I. In obedience to orders from the lieutenant-general commanding 
the Army,” the Ninth Corps, Major-General Parke commanding, is 
relieved from duty in this department, and will proceed to Annapolis, 
'Md., and report to the Adjutant-General of the Army for orders. 
_ IL. Their transportation will all be turned over to the acting chief 
quartermaster in the field, except what may be necessary to subsist 
hem to Loudon, at which place the remainder will be transferred to 
the transportation quartermaster at Knoxville, who will make his 
arrangements to receive the train at the point named.* The ambu- | 
lances will be turned over at Knoxville. 

III. The battalion of Sixth Indiana Mounted Infantry (serving 
dismounted), now with the Ninth Corps, will report for duty to 
Major-General Stoneman, commanding Twenty-third Army Corps. 
Batteries Land M, Third U. 8S. Artillery, will turn over their guns, 
horses, transportation, and material to Captain Shields, Nineteenth 
‘Ohio Battery, and the company will be transported by railroad, upon 
being relieved by Captain Shields’ company. 

__ The remainder of the Ninth Corps present will march on Thurs- 
day morning, takmg the road running along the north side of Bay’s 
“Mountain, parallel to the Morristown and Knoxville road, and com- 
ing into the main road at or near Mossy Creek. Their reserved 
transportation may be sent by the main road. The officers of the 
‘command are enjoined to allow as little as possible to be known of 
the direction or purpose of their movement. 
_ IV. Brigadier-General Wood, commanding Third Division, Fourth 
Army Corps, is ordered to relieve Colonel Morrison’s brigade, Ninth 
‘Corps, on the Chucky Bend road this (Wednesday) evening, with 
two regiments of his command. He will move one brigade to-mor- 
row morning, 17thinstant, into the line now occupied by the Ninth 
Corps, keeping the remaining brigade in reserve in vicinity of the 
‘present camp. 
- By command of Major-General Schofield : 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpgrs. NintH ARMY CORPS, 
Now Li 4 Morristown, March 16, 1864. 
* ** * * * a * 


II. The general commanding being temporarily called from the 
command of the corps, it is hereby ordered that Brig. Gen. O. B. 
Willcox, Second Division, Ninth Army Corps, assume command 
from this date. 

By command of Major-General Parke : 

SAML. WRIGHT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


*Of March 14, 
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GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpers. EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND N. CAROLINA, 
No. 31. Fort Monroe, Va., March 16, 1864. 


A commission, consisting of Capt. George P. Edgar, aide-de 
camp, Capt. George J. Carney, assistant quartermaster, and M/ 
Dudley Bean, esq., of Norfolk, is hereby appointed for the pur: 
pose of caring for and supplying the needs of the poor white people 
in Norfolk, Elizabeth City, and Princess Anne Counties, who are 
charge upon the United States, and employing such as are willin 
to work: and are without employment, and also for the purpose o 
extending and controlling all the charitable associations now extant,, 
or which may be organized. The post commissaries and quarter- 
masters will furnish all necessary aid to the furtherance of the ob- 
jects of this order when desired. All orders and summons issued by 
this commission must be respected and obeyed. The provost-mar-} 
shals will furnish military aid when needed. Reports will be mad 
directly to these headquarters. 

By command of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler : 


R. S. DAVIS, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


March 17, 1864. 


Col. J. Irvin GREGG, 
Comdg. Second Brigade, Second Cavalry Division : 


CoLONEL: The accompanying statement* was forwarded from Cay- 
alry Corps headquarters, with instructions that a force be sent from 
this command “to capture the men and house herein referred to ; 
to arrest Mrs. Monroe, and bring her within our lines and deliver 
her to the provost-marshal-general, and to destroy her house.” 

You will, for the purpose, send from your brigade a command 
of 150 men, with a proper number of commissioned officers. The 
command will start to-morrow morning, each trooper carrying two 
days’ subsistence and one day’s forage. Upon the return of the com- 
maud a written report will be made to these headquarters of the 
extent to which these instructions have been carried out. Let the 
officer commanding the party be instructed to arrest the proper 


person, Mrs. Sarah Monroe. 
D. MoM. GREGG, 
Brig. Gen. of Volunteers, Comdg. 2d Cavalry Division. 


| 
| 
HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, | 
i 
i 
| 


STEVENSBURG, March 17, 1864. 
Capt. F. C. NEWHALL, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps: 
Colonel Bryan, of the Eighteenth Pennsylvani ° 
daylight this morning for Giuee Church. sea biige beirRES 5! 
: J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General, 


* Not found. 


\ 
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| Capt. E. B. Parsons, 
a Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps: 

Arrived here at half-past 5 p.m. with my command, 179 men. 


Think my force too small. The country is full of scouts. Have 
sent a force as directed. 
: T. M. BRYAN, 


. Colonel, Commanding Eighteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


GROVE CHURCH, VA., March 17, 1864. 


P. §8.—Orderly awaits answer at Bealeton till daylight. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
March 17, 1864, 
Brigadier-General KILPATRICK, 
Commanding Third Cavalry Division: 
The general commanding directs that you re-enforce Colonel 
Bryan with 125 men early in the morning. 
C. ROSS SMITH, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps. 


Hpgrs. First Div., DEPT. oF WEsT VIRGINIA, 
Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., March 17, 1864. 
Capt. THAYER MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of West Va. : 

IT have the honor to state, for the information of the major-gen- 
eral commanding, that in my opinion the force now within this 
division is inadequate to garrison Maryland Heights and vicinity. 
This is owing to the large number of men at present on furlough 
as veteran volunteers, and the number of men required to guard 
the railroad between Monocacy bridge and Sleepy Creek. In my 
judgment three more regiments of infantry should be sent here. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, March 17, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, 
Martinsburg : 

Special Orders, No. 51. The Fifth West Virginia Cavalry will 
proceed to Cumberland, Md., and report through the commanding 
officer to these headquarters. 

By order of Major-General Sigel : 

T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. FourtH Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, March 17, 1864. 
Major-General SIGEL, 
Commanding Department, Cumberland: 
Shall establish picket-line for the present from Shenandoah, oppo- 
site Charlestown, to Ganotown, on Back Creek, with patrols up to 
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line from Snicker’s Gap to Romney road. Patrols will watch ove 
Loudoun. Some indications show that a portion of enemy’s caval 
in the valley has gone to co-operate with Longstreet or Morgan. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


WaAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, March 17, 1864—12.30 p. m. 
Major-General BuTLER, Fort Monroe: 
I have sent you a copy of a telegram from General Meade relatin 
to the enemy’s supposed designs on Norfolk.* If there is anything 
you need let mé know, and, if possible, it shall be furnished. Genera 
Hinks has been ordered to join you without delay. I have not hear 
anything respecting General Weitzel, but supposed from your tele 
gram that he was to be at Washington. Do you want any officers ?% 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


(Received 6.20 p. m.) 
Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War: 

We can find on our maps no such bridge as Ford’s Bridge. Bot- 
tom’s, Long, and Jones’ Bridges are all the bridges below the York 
River Railroad we know of. Will find the value of the information 
at once. What is most necessary here is light-draught iron-clads to’ 
hold the river. Call attention of the Navy to that. If they can 
hold the river we can hold the land. Will ask for officers soon, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 


\ 
Fort Monroe, Va., March 17, 1864—5.10 p. m. | 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 18, 1864—11 a.m. (Received 11.35 a. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hauieck, 
Chief of Staff: 

There appears to be no doubt, from the reports of scouts, that a 
detachment, strength unknown, has recently been sent from Lee’s 
army to Richmond. It would also appear that Longstreet has been 
present at Orange Court-House within a few days past, though there 
is no indication of any of his forces having reached there. It is 
further reported that Early’s command has either returned or is now 
returning to the main army. Furloughs are still being given in 
Lee’s army, and no other changes than those above reported noted. 
I am very anxious this army should be put in condition to move. 
Preliminary to this I consider of the utmost importance the reorgan- 
ization, and this cannot well be executed till the return of Major- 
General Hancock, who has not yet reported. TI called the attention 
of the honorable Secretary of War to this point on the 14th instant, 
and beg his attention may again be called to it. 

_ GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
*See Meade to Halleck, March 16, 10 p. m., p. 681, 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC, 
. March 18, 1864—2 p.m. (Received 2.30 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HaLveck, 

Chief of Staff : 

The following information just received, by a contraband who 
eached Mitchell’s Station this morning : Stuart’s cavalry preparing 
or araid from Robertson River. Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry at Char- 
ottesville Wednesday. A force of infantry sent to Fredericksburg 
ast night. Jeff. Davis, Longstreet, and Lee at Orange Court-House. 
GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 18, 1864—3 p. m. 
“ieutenant Camp : 
Contrabands and deserters report enemy’s cavalry collecting for a 
aid on our right. Look sharp for them, but report only what you 


ee. 
NORTON. 


. MARCH 18, 1864—3.15 p. m. 
sieutenant McCLoskeEy, 
Pony Mountain : 
It is reported that the enemy is crossing at Raccoon Ford. Can 
rou see anything of them ? 
NORTON. 


Pony Mountain, March 18, 1864—3.25 p. m. 
Japtain NORTON: 
Can see very little of the river. Will keep a good watch that 
vay. Have seen nothing of them. 
McCLOSKEY. 


Marcu 18, 1864—3.30 p. m. 
Japtain TAYLOR, 

. Stony Mountain : i 

It is reported that the enemy are crossing at Raccoon Ford. Is it 


0? Report at once. 
NORTON. 


q Stony Mountain, March 18, 1864—3.35 p. m. 
Japtain NORTON: . 


Can see nothing of them. 
TAYLOR. 
44 R R—VOL XXXIII 


he 
: 
. 
7 4 


| 
eer | 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, | 

March 18, 1864—2.30 p. m. | 

Major-General NEwron: | 
The commanding general directs that you at once place your com. | 
mand under arms and hold it prepared to move at a moment’s notice. | 
It is reported that the enemy is crossing at Raccoon Ford. | | 
S. WILLIAMS, : 
Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


(Copy to,Generals Warren, French, aud Sedgwick.) 


_ Heapguarters, March 18, 1864—5 p. m. 

Maj. Gen. J. Newton, Commanding First Army Corps: 

The report that the enemy was crossing the river at noon to-day, 

does not appear to have been well founded. Iam therefore directed! 

by the commanding general to say that the instructions requirin 

you to hold your command in readiness to move at short notice wit 
three days’ rations may be regarded as revoked. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(Copy to Generals Warren, French, and Sedgwick.) 


GARNETT’S, March 18, 1864. 
General NEwtTon: . \ 
Enemy’s camp smokes much heavier than usual. Can see nothin 
beyond their pickets. 
CAMP. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, 

March 18, 1864—1 p. m. | 

Brigadier-General WILLIAMS, | 

Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: | 

Colonel Smyth, commanding Second Brigade, Third Division, 0 

this corps, advanced at Stony Mountain, reports that he is informed 

by the cavalry on his front that the enemy have crossed with cavi| 

alry at Raccoon Ford, and that their infantry appears to be preparin 

to cross, and that skirmishing has taken place. Colonel Smyth’ 
brigade is under arms. 


_F. A. WALKER; 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpagrs. 2D Bria., 3D Div., 2p ARMy Corps, | 
March 18, 1864. | 
Capt. GEORGE P. Corts, | 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Division, Second Army Corps: 
_ Captain: I have the honor to report that a few rebel cavalry an¢ 
infantry made their appearance to-day on this side of the Rapidas 
River, on the right of my lines, between Morton’s Ford and Raccoon 
ee but have now retired. I don’t think it will amount to any 
ing. 
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOS. A. SMYTH, 
Colonel First Delaware Vi olunteers, Comdg. Brigade, 


. 
be 
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Hpgrs. THIRD Division, SEcoNnD ARMY CoRPs, 
March 18, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded, for the information of the major-general 


commanding. 
altel ALEX. HAYS, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding Division. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, 
March 19, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

It was on this kind of information that Lieutenant-Colonel Walker’s 
dispatch was sent yesterday. Colonel Smyth must have been deceived 
by his informants, as the investigation made by Lieutenant Roebling, 
of my staff, did not find that the enemy had made any unusual demon- 
stration. He also states that the earth-works opposite us, at Raccoon 
Ford, have not been much increased of late. 

G. K. WARREN, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 18, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER FirtH CoRPs: 

I am directed by the major-general commanding to say that infor- 
mation has been received to the effect that the enemy’s cavalry is 
concentrating at Hamilton’s Crossing, preparatory to a raid upon the 
Orange and Alexandria Railroad. The commanding general there- 
fore directs that the troops along the line of the railroad be instructed 
to be vigilant, and to be prepared for any demonstration the enemy 
may make in that quarter. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS, 
March 18, 1864. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: I respectfully request to be informed of the precise 
location of Hamilton’s Crossing. I am under tlhe impression that it 
is down near Falmouth. If this be true, and the enemy intend 
crossing at that point, I would suggest the propriety of sending a 
party of cavalry to cross at Kelly’s Ford and go down toward Hart- 
wood Church, to watch the road in that vicinity. I send herewith, 
for the information of the major-general commanding, a note just 
received from Colonel Hayes, commanding the brigade at Rappa- 
hannock Station. As I have but a small force of cavalry serving 
with the corps, I will be glad if some troops of that arm can be sent 
as suggested above. What cavalry I have is already employed in 
guarding the flanks of the road. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. SYKKS, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


} 
/ 
| 
i 
7 
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[Indorsement. ] rt. 
GENERAL: I have signed the within for the general, as he is ill. | 
2 FRED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 18, 1864. 


| 
| 
\ 


COMMANDING OFFICER FirtrH CoRPS: 


I am directed by the major-general commanding to acknowledge 
the receipt of your communication of this date to Major-General | 
Humphreys. Hamilton’s Crossing is on the Fredericksburg and | 
Richmond Railroad, about 2 miles from the former place. General | 
Kilpatrick, commanding Third Cavalry Division, has been ordered ) 
to send a detachment to Grove Church for the purpose of watching | 
the river as far down as Falmouth, and to give timely notice of any | 
movements of the enemy in that quarter. The Cavalry Corps has | 
been instructed to prepare to move at short notice to any point where 
the enemy may make his appearance. 

Very respectfully, &c., . | 
S. WILLIAMS, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


MARCH 18, 1864—2 p. m. 
COMMANDING OFFICER FIFTH CORPS: 


Information from a contraband this morning confirms previous 
reports of a contemplated raid by enemy’s cavalry. It would, per- 
haps, be well to have a few cars at some central point, with an engine, | 
ready to throw re-enforcements rapidly to any part of your line that | 
may be attacked. Confer with superintendent military railroad at_ 
Alexandria on this point. | 


‘GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CIRCULAR, | HEADQUARTERS FirrH ARMy Corps, 
No, 20. § March 18, 1864. 


Additional information confirms the purpose of the enemy to make 
a raid on the railroad. Division commanders will renew their vigi- 
lance and hold ready 1,000 men each, to be thrown to any point on 
the line that may be attacked. If the cars can be obtained, they 
will be stationed at Rappahannock, Warrenton Junction, and Bris- 
toe for this purpose, and will be under the control of the command- 
ing officer at_ those points. Should the road be interfered with, in- 
formation will at once be sent to these headquarters and to division 
commanders direct, and any information of the strength and inten- 
tion of the enemy that can be obtained. Division commanders will 
throw their re-enforcements at once to the threatened point, without 
waiting instructions from these headquarters. Cavalry patrols will 


— 


i 
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be sent out and kept out night and day until further orders. Those 
troops nearest the railroad will be sent on the cars. Each division 
commander will be’held responsible for the protection of the part of 
the road intrusted to him, and must take every possible measure to 
a information of the enemy’s approach, in order to be ready for 
im. - 
By command of Major-General Sykes : 
FRED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WARRENTON JUNCTION, March 18, 1864. 


Colonel Locke, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


I have had a cavalry scout stationed at Bristersburg since day- 
break, and one at Mr. Britten’s. Cannot some of the cavalry which 
has been passing, say 1,000, be sent here? Iam able to gain infor- 
mation sometimes ahead of the rail. The cavalry at Bristersburg 
report that a column of smoke, apparently from the camp of a regi- 
ment or two, was seen early this morning at Union Church, on the 
Brentsvilleand Dumfries road, a few miles from Brentsville. Noth- 
ing more has been seen during the day. 

R. B. AYRES, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC, 
March 18, 1864. 


CoMMANDING OFFICER CAVALRY CORPS: 


A contraband arriving this morning confirms the report of a con- 
templated cavalry raid by the enemy. Stuart is said to be collecting 
his cavalry at Fredericksburg and Charlottesville with a view, it is 
presumed, of operating on both flanks. 

The commanding general directs you to instruct your division com- 
manders to hold their commands in readiness to move at short notice, 
leaving sufficient force to hold their picket-lines as now occupied, or 
rather leaving sufficient cavalry in front of the infantry to watch and 
notify the latter of the approach of any force. General Gregg has 
already been directed to send a force toward Hartwood Church to 
watch any movement on our left flank. General Merritt should be 
instructed to throw out a force to watch and report any movement 
on our right flank. It would be well if General Merritt could occupy 
Thoroughfare Mountain and establish a signal office there. Every 
effort must be made to leave as soon as possible in case any move- 
ment should be made, so that your command, if moved, may be 
moved in such direction as will be likely to check and defeat the 
enemy. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


— => 


| 
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS, | 
March 18, 1864. 


COMMANDING OFFICER CAVALRY CORPS: 
The following just received : 


Major-General HUMPHREYS, 

Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: | 

Mr. Roebling has just returned from the Rapidan. No enemy on this side; only: 

a few men, not more than 20, came over the river this morning, and all went back. | 

Two shots were all the skirmishing. 
G. K. WARREN, 


Major-General,, Commanding Second Corps. 


A. A. HUMPHREYS, - 
Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 
March 18, 1864—7 p. m. 


[Col. C. R. Smiru, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps :] 


CoLONEL: Your communication just received. I have given Col-| 
onels Devin and Chapman orders this morning to explore the coun-| 
try constantly well out to the front of their positions toward Sper- 
ryville and James City. I will occupy Thoroughfare Mountain 
to-morrow with signal station, provided a signal officer is furnished. 
It will scarcely be safe with the force I can send (not more than 100 
men) to occupy it for more than temporary observation each day. 
Understand, I can send more than 100 men to occupy it, but submit) 
if the object obtained in occupying it permanently is sufficiently | 
great to justify a greater reduction of my command by such detail. | 
Please telegraph if this meets the major-general’s approval. A party} 
sent out in that way each day would serve the double purpose of a 
scout:and protect the signal officer too. I think it would be safe. | 
Large fires are seen beyond us to the west ; some apparently beyond} 
a spur of the mountains. I will send out force immediately. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. MERRITT, 
bBrigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


P, $.—My signal officer is on leave. 


Wei 


[Indorsement, ] 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CoRPs, 
March 18, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded, for the information of the major-general 
commanding. 


Can a signal officer be sent to General Merritt until his own 
returns ? 


; C. ROSS SMITH, | 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 18, 1864—11 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. A. PLEASONTON, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 
| GENERAL: Brigadier-General Merritt’s note of 7 p. m. this even- 
ing, herewith, has been laid before the major-general commanding, 
who approves the plan therein proposed of establishing a signal sta- 
tion on Thoroughfare Mountain. A signal officer has been ordered 
to report to General Merritt early to-morrow morning. The com- 
Inanding general directs that General Merritt throw a force well to 
the west, so as to ascertain if possible the signification of the large 
fires alluded to by him. It is of the highest importance that the com- 
manding general should have timely notice of any movements of the 
enemy on the flanks of the army. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
March 18, 1864. 


Major-General PLEASONTON, 
Cavalry Corps: 
The commanding general desires to see you at his headquarters as 


soon as practicable. 
8. WILLIAMS, 
Brigadier-General and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


HEADQUARTERS First CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Culpeper, March 18, 1864. 
Capt. F. C. NEWHALL, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps: 

Colonel Gibbs reports contrabands coming into infantry lines, who 
say the rebels are preparing for a raid with the intent to demonstrate 
on our right flank, while Stuart crosses the river below on the left 
flank of the army. General Ewell’s corps has furnished a number 
of picked infantry to move with Stuart toward Fredericksburg. 
Lee was at Charlottesville night before last (Wednesday). Similar 
information was forwarded by General Newton to army headquarters. 

W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
March 18, 1864—11.45 p. m. 


Brigadier-General MERRITT, 
Commanding First Cavalry Division: 

The major-general commanding approves the plan proposed of 
establishing a signal station on Thoroughfare Mountain. A signal 
officer has been ordered to report to you early inthe morning. The 
general commanding directs that you throw a force well out to ascer- 
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tain, if possible, the signification of the large fires mentioned in your, 
dispatch. It is of the highest importance that the commanding gen-} 
eral should have timely notice of every movement of the enemy on! 
the flank of the army. 

C. ROSS SMITH, 

Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


Answer when received, and direct your dispatches to me, noting | 
time they were sent. . 


HEADQUARTERS First CAVALRY DIVISION, 
\ Culpeper, March 18, 1864. 
Capt. F, C. NEWHALL, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps: 
Reserve Brigade reports all quiet on the picket-line, The enemy 
crossed 75 men at Raccoon Ford and at once withdrew. 
‘ W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General. 


| 

| 

| 

HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 

Culpeper, March 18, 1864, | 

Capt. F. C. NEWHALL, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps: | 

Telegram just received from Colonel Gibbs, commanding Cavalry | 

Reserve Brigade, states that from information received from his | 

whole picket-line and scouts toward Robertson River all is quiet up | 
to 6.30 p. m. 

W. MERRITT, 

Brigadier-General. | 

: 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 18, 1864—5,20 p. m. 
Brigadier-General KILPATRICK, 
Commanding Third Cavalry Division: : 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you hold 
your command in readiness to move at short notice, leaving suffi- 
cient force to hold your picket-line as now occupied, or rather leaving 
sufficient cavalry in front of the infantry to watch, and notify the 
latter of the approach of any force. Stuart is said to be collecting 
his cavalry at Fredericksburg and Charlottesville, with a view, it is 
presumed, of operating on both flanks. Direct Colonel Bryan to 
send a force toward Hartwood Church to watch any movements on 
our left flank. 

If Colonel Bryan has not a sufficient force re-enforce him still 
more. Every effort must be made to learn as soon as possible in 
case any movement should be made, so that your command, if 
moved, may move in such direction as will be likely to check and 
defeat the enemy. 

Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. ROSS SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 

Your dispatch received. Direct Colonel Bryan to catch all the 

bushwhackers he can and hang them. 


1 
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 


March 18, 1864. 
Col. C. Ross Surv, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 

Colonel Bryan has forwarded 6 men, two of whom are scouts ; they 
will reach you this p. m., together with passes and papers found on 
them. Colonel Bryan reports the country full of bushwhackers. 
No official information of the enemy being on the north side of the 
Rappahannock. 

Very respectfully, 
J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General. 


ALEXANDRIA, March 18, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAyior, Assistant Adjutant-General: 


CoLonEL: I have the following information from a party who 
left the rebel lines on Monday night: There is a light picket of 
cavalry at long intervals from Orange Court-House to Madison 
- Court-House, and thence to Robertson’s Church, and but very little 
cavalry to be met or seen elsewhere. Three and a half brigades of 
cavalry were sent to Louisa and Spotsylvania Court-House two days 
after Kilpatrick’s raid, and had not returned on Monday last. It is 
Bescon) he says, that there is considerable cavalrv near Fredericks- 

urg. 
Respectfully, 
H. H.. WELLS, 
Ineutenant-Colonel and Provost-Marshal-General. 


Hpgrs. First Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Harpers Ferry, W. Va., March 18, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
Captain: The following has been received from Martinsburg, 
Va., and respectfully forwarded for the information of the general 
commanding the department : 


Hpg@rs. SECOND BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION, DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, Va., March 17, 1864. 


CapTaIn : I have the honor to report the arrival to-day of 3 refugees from Staun- 
ton. They report that Rosser has gone to Gordonsville to join Lee; that Early is 
no longer in that region ; that there is nothing in Staunton but a provost guard ; 
that Imboden only is in the valley, and, with Gilmor and Mosby, has not more than 
2,000 men. They say that Staunton is regarded as second in importance only to Rich- 
mond, the supply for Lee’s army coming in a great measure from the valley, and that 
if the commissary stores there were seized, the bridge burnt, and railroad torn up, so 
as to sever communication, it would be fatal. They report araid contemplated some 
days since to throw the train containing Kilpatrick’s horses off the track ; they 
report great scarcity of provisions. Rebel meat rations are 1 pound to 8 men; for- 
age mostly gone ; cattle, what there are, in very bad condition—meat fairly blue 
after being killed ; that the scarcity is so great that Lee’s army must break into our 
lines or starve ; that there ismuch discontent among the soldiers and desire to 
desert at the first opportunity ; that there are very many loyal men in the valley 
who pray for the Union army to come in; that the force which went up the valley 
last greatly strengthened the Union sentiment by their good treatment of the inhab- 
itants. They obtained a pass to Strasburg and thence came through without diffi- 
culty. They heard Gilmor was wounded, but saw him last night in Winchester 
on horseback. A supper was given him there last night. He came into Winches- 
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ter immediately after our forces left. Citizens say Gilmor got no booty this last raid 
and lost 15 men. It is reported that Imboden has been ordered to report to Lee. 
Their names are Gabriel Hirsch, Mrs. Lizzie Hirsch, and Lizzie Haggaden. They 
are very fearful lest their names shall be mentioned, as Mrs. Hirsch leaves three chil- 


dren behind. 
: WM. M. BOONE, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


I remain, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: J. C) SUELIVAN; 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, March 18, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va. : 


Before withdrawing your infantry from Halltown ascertain from 
General Averell his arrangement of the pickets. Copy of your 
dispatch sent to General Averell. 

y order of Major-General Sigel : 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, March 18, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Martinsburg, W. Va.: 


The following received from Brigadier-General Sullivan. Please 
arrange with him as to the pickets and report your action : 

HARPER’S FERRY, March 18, 1864. 
Captain MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I forward for the information of the general commanding the following note sent 
by Colonel Taylor, commanding brigade of cavalry at Halltown : 

“*T shall be compelled to fall back to Harper’s Ferry with the small force of in- 
fantry I have at Halltown. The cavalry pickets are relieved. - We have no orders 
to furnish cavalry pickets for infantry from division headquarters. 

“R. F, TAYLOR, 
“Colonel, Commanding Cavalry Brigade.” 

J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General. 


T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


By order of Major-General Sigel : 


Hpgrs. Cavaury Division, DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 


Martinsburg, March 18, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 


Cumberland : 

The Fifth West Virginia Cavalry has been ordered and will start 
to-morrow morning, the mounted men to marchand the dismounted 
to go by rail. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 
. 1 will send an officer to Cumberland to-night to explain about 
pickets. P 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 
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WASHINGTON, March 18, 1864—2.15 p. m. 
Major-General BuTLER, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

The transfer of artillery to infantry, &c., produces dissatisfaction 
in the States and among volunteers. The chief of artillery has 
recommended that the surplus artillery recruits be detached for serv- 
ice in the field batteries as required. Can you not use them in that 


way in your department ? 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


; WaAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, March 18, 1864—2.30 p. m. 
Major-General BUTLER, 
Fort Monroe : 
Howard says Ford’s Bridge is a strong new bridge lately built by 
the rebels between Bottom’s Bridge and McClellan’s pole bridge, on 
the Chickahominy. Meade’s scout will be sent you as soon as he 


arrives. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


WASHINGTON, March 19, 1864—11 a. m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Louisville or Nashwille : 
From all information received it is thought that Longstreet is now 


with Lee, and that some movement will soon be made. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


CULPEPER, March 19, 1864. 


Lieut. Col. C. Ross SmiruH, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 

Your dispatch was received last night at 1.30 a.m, A reconnais- 
sance was sent out yesterday evening as soon as your letter by staff 
officer was received, with instructions to move to Russell’s Ford 
and from there toward Sperryville, scouring the country thoroughly. 
The officer was instructed in reference to discovering cause of fire, 
&c. He was ordered to send in information, if important, in ad- 


vance of his return. No news yet. 
W. MERRITT, 


Brigadier-General. 


CULPEPER, March 19, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. C. Ross Sm1tuH, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: i 
Reconnaissance sent out last night went to Russell’s Ford, near 
Madison Court-House, and from there toward Sperryville about 8 
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miles. Saw no enemy, save as usual guarding fords on the Rapidan, ~ 
nor signs of any. The officer is convinced that there are no troops 
this side of the mountains in that direction. _All quiet on the lines. 
; W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General. 


CULPEPER, March 19, 1864—10.15 p. m. 
Lieut. Col. C. Ross Sm1rH, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps : 
Lieutenant Clarke, signal officer, reports as follows : 
Arrived safe at Thoroughfare. Saw no enemy on the road except a few strag- 
glers. None left about Madison Court-House, or on any of the roads leading 


thereto, . Pickets appear to be about as usual on the Robertson River. Everything 
very quiet. Left mountain at 5 p, m. 


W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier- General. 


; FatrFrax Court-Hovuss, March 19, 1864. 
Lieut. Cold. H, TAYLOR: 


It has been reported to me that Stuart made an attack at Bristoe 
about 11 o’clock this morning, and was repulsed. Firing was heard 
in that direction at Sangster’s Station. 

R. O. TYLER, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


: ARLINGTON Hetcuts, March 19, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAyuor, 
Chief of Staff and. Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Your telegram just received. Please send one light artillery bat- 
tery to report at Fort Ethan Allen; one across the Long Bridge, to 
be stationed in a battery; one at the intersection of these defenses © 
and the Columbia pike, and the colored regiment ordered to support 
it; one to roe at Fort Weed, and another at the headquarters of 
the Second Connecticut, just beyond Fort Ellsworth. If I am in- 
formed when these batteries will leave their camp, I will have officers 
to meet the three latter to conduct them. There should be a squad- 
ron of cavalry at Fort Ethan Allen, one at these headquarters, and 
one at Fort Lyon, to patrol in front of the line of defenses. 


Respectfully, yours, 
G. A. DE RUSSY, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


Hpers. CavaLry Division, Dept. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, W. Va., March 19, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. L. THoMAs, 
Adjutant-General U. S. Army : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to represent that there is a great 
necessity in my division for several officers to command brigades. 
With the best officers and men and abundant supplies it is a task 
which allows but little rest to the division commander to march, 
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fight, and take proper care of a cavalry division. With every as- 
sistance, he can only approximate to the results which he labors to 
attain. My brigade commanders have neither the rank nor the ex- 
perience required to fit them for the important duties that are de- 
volved upon them ; duties which are the more onerous because of the 
inefficiency of their subordinates. The results are want of discipline, 
neglect of duty, and waste of precious time and valuable material 
thus far, and | have apprehensions of more serious results in future. 
In former times years were considered necessary to bring a new 
cavalry regiment to a serviceable condition; latterly an assemblage 
of men from all classes and conditions of civil life are as soon as 
mounted upon horses called cavalry, and expected to perform the du- 
ties that legitimately belong to that arm. More especially in cavalry 
than in any other arm does everything depend on the officers, who 
should be energetic, industrious, intelligent, and persevering. I 
regret to say that in my command where one can be found making 
progress a dozen can be seen standing still. I have the honor to 
request that Col. John B. McIntosh, Third Pennsylvania Cavalry, 
and Col. Horace B. Sargent, First Massachusetts Cavalry, be ap- 
pointed brigadier-generals, and ordered to report to me for duty. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, March 19, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL : 

About 40 rebels made a dash into Bath and captured the Union 
League representatives, among them Wheat and Bechtal. The 
rebels left on the Winchester pike. They may follow the road to 
Winchester or other roads. Do all that you can to intercept them. 
They can probably be met between Shanghai and North River. 

F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, March 19, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Commanding Division, Harper’s Ferry: 

General Averell reports to me that he has established a picket- 
line under Colonel Taylor in your front before Halltown ; I there- 
fore do not think it necessary that you withdraw your troops from 
Halltown, unless you are sure that you cannot rely on Colonel Tay- 
lor’s outposts. In case you withdraw your troops from Halltown 
_ you will please inform General Averell. 

F, SIGEL, 


Major-General. — 


Hpers. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., March 19, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, , 
Comdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina : 
GENERAL: Your communication of the 17th is received, also the 
statement of the refugee from Salisbury. These statements I am 
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glad to examine, as they shed more or less light upon affairs in rebel- 
dom. Probably there is a force of about 6,000 or 7.000 at Kinston. 
The force at Wilmington is, in round numbers, 6,000. There are 
troops at Weldon and Greenville. Colonel McChesney was here a 
few days since, and he thinks there are some 3,000 or 4,000 at Green- 
ville, with nine companies of cavalry 8 miles from Washington. 
The Sixth North Carolina Cavalry has arrived from Longstreet’s 


army near Bristol, and has about 600 men. General Corse, with his | 
brigade, also came from Longstreet and was at Goldsborough, but I | 


cannot learn where he is now ; possibly at Greenville. 


I cut the following out not knowing whether it is correct or not: | 


LONGSTREET’S MOVEMENTS. 
LOUISVILLE, March 12, 1864. 


The Democrat has information from an officer who left Knoxville on the 6th | 


instant that General Longstreet had sent his wagon train to Richmond, and was 


mounting his entire force, and that the general impression at Knoxville was that | 


Longstreet had been ordered to North Carolina. 


Colonel Starr is chief of artillery at Kinston, and has thirty-six | 
field guns. Some of his batteries are at Greenville and Kenans- | 


ville. 


Yesterday I had the honor to address you in relation to the iron | 


sent from Wilmington and Atlanta for the rams. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Hpars. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAQG, 
March 20, 1864. 
Effective strength. 


Division. ne Officers. | Men. 

SD ay RO Re on 12 126 | 3,083 
IS eSOiNEl: S45 shady sesodonaseorosqjavadsede S Bids seSuonaD aS Gea obasiacosiaa cone 10 149 3,566 | 
BULUIN Lp tetera pavcistcraraete eiaicterreeu de slater im aid whereas laceteie  s co a UE crcuem cit nea hoe 8 103 2,853 

otal tt) eta ane Ameen Vk) TS 2 oe AY es lela 378 | 9,452 


Hpars. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Culpeper, March 20, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. C. Ross Situ, Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 

The signal officer from Thoroughfare Mountain reports no visible 
changes since last report. Small column of dust near Stanardsville ; 
all quiet. A reconnaissance from Second Brigade went to Wood- 
ville to-day, thence to Mud pike or Winchester road, and returned. 
Nothing new seen or heard. All quiet along the line. 

W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General, 


Hpgrs. THIRD Division, CAVALRY CoRPs, 
March 20, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. C. Ross Surrx, Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 


Lieutenant-Colonel Brinton has just arrived from Colonel Bryan’s 
command and brings 5 more prisoners, whom I will forward with re- 


® \ 
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_ ports and charges to-morrow morning. Lieutenant-Colonel Brinton 
was delayed by an attack by scouts on his patrol; lost 2 horses 
killed and 1 man wounded. Colonel Bryan reports that after scout- 
ing the country from Grove Church to beyond Hartwood Church 
and from United States Ford up the river to our line of pickets, he 
can find no force of the enemy on north side of the Rappahannock 
and has not been able to obtain any evidence that the enemy are 
massing any force about Fredericksburg. Colonel Bryan has de- 
stroyed two rafts and one boat used by scouts on the river. 

y J. KILPATRICK, 

Brigadier- General. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., March 20, 1864. 
(Received 4.45 p. m.) 


Brigadier-General CULLUM, 
Chief of Staff, Washington : 


The latest information from the Kanawha, from Beverly, and 
from Martinsburg is of no special importance, except that last 
night 40 rebels dashed into Bath, Morgan County, W. Va., and capt- 
ured two members of the West Virginia Legislature, Mr. Wheat 
and Mr. Bechtal. The rebel party retired on the Winchester road. 
Cavalry was sent from General Averell’s command to intercept 
them. I would be glad to be informed whether Leesburg is occu- 
pied by General Augur’s troops, and whether I have to take care of 
Loudoun County, Va. <A special report relative to the whole condi- 
tion of military affairs in this department will be forwarded as soon 


as possible. 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., March 20, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Commanding First Division, Harper's Ferry, W. Va.: 

Sir: The general commanding department requests that you will 
organize 60 men, rank and file, with the proper officers and non-com- 
missioned officers, as an engineer company for service with your 
division. The officers and men will be detailed from the regiments 
composing your division and will be selected with reference to their 
skill as mechanics. They will be borne upon the rolls and returns of 
their regiments as upon detached service. Thecompany will be kept 
well supplied with the tools necessary for the construction and 
destruction of roads, bridges, earth-works, &c., by requisition upon 
the chief engineer of the department. Upon the completion of the 
organization of the company, the commanding officers will report by 
letter to these, through your, headquarters. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(Copies to Brig. Gen. George Crook, commanding Third Division, 
and Col. J, A. Mulligan, commanding Second Division. ) 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., March 20, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Commanding Division, Harper's Ferry, W. Va.: 

GENERAL: In reply to your communication of 17th instant, stat- 
ing that, owing to the absence of veterans who are on furlough from 
your command, the force now within the lines of your division is, 
in your judgment, inadequate to garrison Maryland Heights and 
vicinity, I am directed to state that it is impracticable at this time 
to furnish an additional force from any other portion of the depart- 
ment. The general commanding will, however, endeavor to have 
other troops sent within the department at an early day for duty in 
your command. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, &c., 


T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., March 20, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, 
Commanding Division, Martinsburg, W. Va.: 

GENERAL: The general commanding requests that you will organ- 
ize for your division a platoon of mounted pioneers. It will be com- 
posed of 30 men, rank and file, with the proper officers. They will 

e detailed from the regiments under your command, and will be 
selected for their skill as mechanics. They will be borne upon the 
rolls and returns of their regiments as upon detached service, and 
will be kept well supplied with the tools and materials necessary for 
the construction and destruction of roads, bridges, &c., by requisi- 
tion upon the chief engineer of the department. Upon the comple- 
tion of this organization the officer commanding it will report by 
letter to these, through your, headquarters. 

~ Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpqrs. CAVALRY Div., DEPT. oF West VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, March 20, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. F. SIGEL, 
Commanding Department, Cumberland : 


General Averell is so ill that the surgeons forbid my showing him 
your dispatch. I have telegraphed the substance of it to Colonel - 
Taylor, at Halltown, and notified our own pickets. 

_ WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Hpgrs. CavauRy Div., Dept. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
| Martinsburg, March 20, 1864. 
Col. R. F. Tayior. 


Halltown : 
The following dispatch just received : 
W. P. Smith, of Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, telegraphs from Baltimore that 
Stuart is on araid northward, and had a fight at Bristoe, near Manassas, to-day. 
S 


2 


Major-General. 
Have you any information? Keep on the lookout and ready for 
a move, if it should be necessary. . 
By order of Brigadier-General Averell : 
WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HAuutown, March 20, 1864. 
Capt. WILL RuMSsEYy, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

J learn from deserters that Mosby starts to-night or to-morrow on 
araid. He intends going in the direction of Shepherdstown. Imbo- 
den is in the vicinity of Winchester. 

Re FH, TAY LOR; 


Colonel, Commanding First Brigade. 


Hpgrs. CavaLry Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, March 20, 1864. 
Col. R. F. Tayior, 


Halltown : 

Please keep me advised of Mosby’s movements and force, and send 
information to this place promptly. Perhaps he can be caught. 
Patrols to Winchester have not yet reported. Will inform you if 
they bring any news. All quiet this morning. 


By order : 
WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpg@rs. CAVALRY Div., DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, March 20, 1864. 
Captain Menvin, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cumberland: 
~ Colonel Taylor, at Halltown, reports that all is quiet in front. 
Scouts can hear of no enemy. All quiet in our front. 
WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
Halltown, Va., March 20, 1864. 
Capt. WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General . 
CaPTaIn: We have noinformation of any movement in our front. 
[heard yesterday from Millwood. Goon ascout to-day up the river, 
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to try to find some one crossing from the south. Will send you any 
information of importance as soon as received. There is no clothing | 
here for soldiers. I have no doubt that clothing down there can be | 
receipted for by company commanders upon their return. I under- | 
stand that the First New York comes back to-morrow. | 
| 


{ 


I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
JESSH F. WYCKOFF, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. 1st Cav. Bric., 4TH Drv., DEPT. OF W.. V.Ac 
Beverly, W. Va., March 20, 1864. | 

Capt. WILL RuMSEY, | 
A, A. G., 4th Div., Dept. of W. Va., Martinsburg, W. Va.: 


Sir: Lhave the honor to report that last night, March 19, the horses 
were taken by a party of rebels from the farmers living on and near | 
the Philippi road, from Leadsville up to within 4 miles of my pickets, 
and within 1 mile of the round barn, where a wagon train was en- 
camped with a strong escort. I sent a detachment out to try to in- 
tercept the rebels, but it is two legs after four. I am without cavalry. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. MOOR, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


WasuHinetTon, D. C., March 20, 1864—2.40 p. m. 
Major-General BUTLER, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

The Secretary of War consents to the organization of an infantry 
regiment out of the surplus men in the Third Pennnsylvania Artil- 
lery. Report the organization to the Adjutant-General of the Army, 
in order that the Governor of Pennsylvania may be called upon to 
give the regiment a number and appoint its officers. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


MARCH 20, 1864. 
Major-General BUTLER : 
My cavalry and artillery just returned by land. Their prisoners 
were turned over to General Graham. Infantry not arrived. 
I. J. WISTAR, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NortH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., March 20, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER, 
Comdg. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina: 
GENERAL: On the 17th General Wessells wrote that he thought 
a combined attack was in contemplation before or about April 1. 
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On yesterday he writes again,.and intimates that something is going 
on above, with designs upon Plymouth. Besides the ram, there is 
reported an octagonal floating battery as an auxiliary. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District or NortTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., March 20, 1864. 
Brigadier-General WESSELLS, 
Comdg. Sub-dist. of the Albemarle, Plymouth, N. C.: 

GENERAL: Your communication of the 17th is just received, con- 
cerning the enemy’s movements and probable designs on Plymouth. 
Without a naval force they might as well attack Fort Monroe. 
Demonstrations may be made, but no serious operations. We all 
are well advised of the work on the ram and of numerous ship- 
ments of iron from Wilmington and Atlanta. Why there should be 
any delay on the obstructions is something I do not understand. If 
we delay until their rams are ready then we shall assume a tremen- 
dous risk. I supposed your hulks were down above the Thorough- 
fare, as the Board agreed upon. No time is to be lost in putting 
them in position. The only hulk here, which came from Norfolk, I 
send at once in tow by the Roanoke steamer. Our spaces are filled 
up by cribs of timber, which are very strong, and by piles, many 
of which are 42 feet in length. You will find it will work well to 
adopt something of this kind. Our line here is more than twice the 
length of yours, and it is done and safe. But a short time has been 
consumed in its construction, and all feel very confident that the 
ram at Kinston, which is all ready, cannot break through. 

If the ram can get down the Roanoke, it is not impossible that 
you will be attacked. Most likely the ram will pass down Ryan’s 
Thoroughfare and come up to Plymouth. In that event, of what 
use is the 100-pounder rifle in Fort Gray? In my opinion, the 200- 
pounder will settle the ram if it comes down stream, and your 100- 
pounder can be advantageously moved to your other flank, where it 
would do tremendous execution on that narrow river. Please look 
this over and see if the change would not materially strengthen your 
general system of defense. If you so decide, make the change, ad- 
vising me. 

Refugees from Wilmington, who have been in the foundry for 
about three years, have just escaped and confirm, your spy’s report 
of the shipment of iron from that place for both rams. 

I have deemed it best to send Colonel Dutton, of the Engineers and 
- chief of staff, to look the ground over with you, and to carry out 
‘such veiws as may seem best, after full consultation and considera- 
tion. ' 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 21, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER FIFTH CORPS: 
The commanding general has no information respecting the raid 
said to be contemplated by the enemy, other than that already com- 
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municated to you. The general thinks, however, that three engines 
and thirty cars had better be returned to the railroad authorities, 
and he wishes you to return them. The engine and ten cars to be 
retained you will locate at such points as you may consider best. 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 


March 21, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. C. Ross SMITH, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 

You will receive early this morning 5 more prisoners, papers, and 
reports from Colonel Bryan. He reports no enemy west of the 
Rappahannock. My scouts confirm this report. No force near 
Fredericksburg save cavalry. Stuart is simply collecting his people 
from furlough ; ordered to return on the 15th of this month. Col- 
onel Bryan’s command needs rest. I would respectfully suggest that 
he be ordered to return at the earliest practicable moment. 

J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier- General. 


' 
| 
| 
| 
i 
j 
| 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR OF ARTILLERY, | 

Washington, March 21, 1864. 

General THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General U. S. Arny: 


GENERAL: In obedience to instructions from Major-General Hal- 

leck, of the 18th instant, requiring me to report ‘‘what detachments | 
‘can advantageously be made from the artillery regiments in the | 
defenses of Washington to be organized into batteries for service in — 

the field, and how soon such batteries can be prepared for service,” I 

have the honor to submit the following report : 

The entire artillery armament of the covering line of defense south 
of the Potomac consists of 450 guns. The full fighting complement 
of effective artillerymen required for this armament would be 9,450 
men. The effective strength of artillerymen now on this portion of 

. the line is 7,988 men, being 1,462 below the full complement. 

The entire artillery armament of the covering line of defense north 
of the Potomac consists of 410 guns. The full fighting complement 
of artillerymen required for this armament would be 8,610 effective 
men. The effective strength of artillerymen now on the portion of 
the covering line north of the Potomac is 7,587 men, being 1,023 
men below the full fighting complement. 

_ The Potomac River dividing the covering line would not render 
liable to a serious attack at the same time those portions of the line 
on the north and south sides of the river. Iam of the opinion that 
the force on either side of the river could be thrown to the opposite 
side in less time than an attacking force could change its point of 
attack from one side of the river to the other. But from the charac- 
ter of the place covered the covering line has no moral strength un- 
connected with its fighting strength. The full fighting strength of 
the south side and the moral strength of the whole covering line 
might be retained by reducing the full fighting complement of the 

‘ 
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covering line on the north side to one-half, and holding a like por- 
tion of the full complement of the southern side available to re-en- 
foree the north side as occasion might require. This arrangement 
would allow a reduction of the full complement of the whole line of 
4,305 men, or a reduction of 1,810 men from the strength now on the 
line. The expediency or advantage of thus reducing the effective 
strength of any portion of the line below its full fighting complement 
would depend, of course, upon the relation which the covering line 
bore to the operations outside of it. On this point I am not advised. 

There are four of the heavy artillery regiments now on the cover- 
ing line, numbering some 6,330 effective men, sufficient toman forty- 

- four field batteries, 274 guns, that should or ought to be able to be- 
come, in fifteen days from the time they were furnished with guns 
and horses, efficient to do fair light artillery service in the field in 
connection with batteries that have seen service. 

The number of field batteries now on hand in the ordnance depart- 
ment is eleven, and being increased at the rate of one gun per day. 
The quartermaster’s department has now some 400 artillery horses, 
and the number being received average about 20 per day. 

If it should be deemed advisable to withdraw any portion of the 
artillery force now on the covering line, Trecommend that an equal 
force from the Reserve Corps be at once instructed in the duties of 
heavy artillery. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ase. ELON Hi; 
Brigadier-General, Inspector of Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., March 21, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Commanding Division, Harper's Ferry, W. Va.: 


GENERAL: I am directed by the general commanding to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of your communication of the 18th instant, and to 
return his thanks for the promptness with which it was forwarded. 
The valuable information it contains will aid materially in the con- 
duct of the military affairs of this command. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. I. MATHEWS, | 
Captain and Aide-de-Camp. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., March 21, 1864. 
Colonel MULLIGAN, 
Commanding Division, New Creek: 

Information is received that a regiment of rebel cavalry was this 
side of Wardensville yesterday morning, and it is probable that they 
will attack some point on the railroad between Patterson’s Creek and 
Great Cacapon. Send, therefore, a cavalry force from Burlington 
to Romney to-night to look out for them. 

F. SIGEL, 


Major-General, 
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CUMBERLAND, March 21, 1864. 


Captain RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : | 


Information is received that one or two regiments of cavalry have 
been this side (north) of Wardensville, yesterday morning, and it is 
probable that they will make a movement through the country be- 
tween Back Creek and Patterson’s Creek. Keep your scouting par- 
ties well out toward Romney and act promptly in that direction if 
the enemy should move in the direction mentioned. 

F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, March 21, 1864. 
Captain RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Keep the country between Back Creek and Great Cacapon well 
scoured at present until I can make a betterarrangement. Answer. 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


_—— 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Div., DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, March 21, 1864. 
Major-General SIGEL, 
Cumberland : 


Scouts have been sent every day to Bloomery Gap. Will direct 
them to go to Cacapon River. 
WILL RUMSEY, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Have directed scout to go to South River and to Cold Spring Gap 


on Wardensville road. 
WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


3 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., March 21, 1864. 
Capt. WILL RumseEy, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Martinsburg : 


T have received mail matter from your headquarters, sent by mes- 


senger, and send some little in return. The proposed arrangement 


is concurred in by the general commanding. 

The general is pleased to hear of the decided improvement in 
General Averell’s health. In the wishes for his speedy recovery I 
heartily join. The Fifth West Virginia Cavalry will be retained for 
the present at or about these headquarters and will be relieved from 
further duty with the Fourth Division. Orders to this effect will be 
issued to-morrow. I see you have changed the name of your divis- 
jon. Why? The general commanding thinks the old’ name had 


* 
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| better be retained for the present and until the infantry of your 
ead are transferred. I write hurriedly, as the train is about 
due. 
Very truly and respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


The general commanding desired me to suggest that as there 1s no 
cavalry between Back Creek and Patterson’s Creek, that section 
should be pretty thoroughly scouted, so that no attempt could, with- 
out your knowledge, be made against the railroad. I believe, though, 
he telegraphed this in effect during the evening. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, March 21, 1864. 
Acting Rear-Admiral 8. P. Lue: . 
I send inclosed a copy of statement* made to me by a reliable 
young man whom I sent to Hamilton, N. C.,and who has just re- 
turned. I shall send a copy of the statement to the commanding 
officer at Plymouth, with directions to communicate it to the naval 
commander there. Why cannot we organize a little expedition to 
burn the iron-clad ? It is only 20 miles from Plymouth. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NoRTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, March 21, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN J. PEcK, 
Commanding District of North Carolina : 


GENERAL: I send you a copy* of the latest and what I believe to 
be reliable information in regard to the iron-clad at Plymouth. I 
think if the navy cannot go up with their gun-boats and destroy it, 
that you had better organize a little expedition by land. A single 
regiment of cavalry would do it, and itis only four hours’ ride. You 
_ have transportation enough in two days to get them to Portsmouth. 
How would it do to send up the Bombshell ? 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpers. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
No. 9. March 22, 1864. 


1. The attention of corps and other independent commanders is 
called to the very large number of officers and enlisted men borne on 
the reports and returns of this army as ‘‘on special, extra, or daily 
duty,” and ‘‘on detached service within the limits of the army.” 


* Not found, 


| 
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It is believed that in numerous instances officers and men are so, 
accounted for when they should be reported as ‘‘ present for duty.” 
It is therefore made the especial duty of all officers of the inspector- 
general’s department to at once make a thorough examination into | 
the various kinds of extra service performed by the officers and men | 
included in the two classes enumerated, and they will report to the | 
commander with whom they may be serving all cases in which the | 
troops are erroneously accounted for. | 

2. Hereafter, all officers and enlisted men who may be on any de- | 
tached duty or sick, within the limits of an army corps or other | 
independent command, will be accounted for on the reports and | 
returns of such corps or command as present on ‘‘ special, extra, or 
daily duty,” or as present ‘‘ sick.” 

3. Attention is also directed to the discrepancies between the num- | 
ber of officers and men reported ‘“‘ present for duty,” and the number 
of troops reported ‘‘ present for duty equipped.” If any of the troops | 
are not in all respects equipped for active service, measures will be 
taken at once to tae deficiencies promptly supplied. 

By command of Major-General Meade : 


S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


| 

| 
Stony Mountain, March 22, 1864—1l a.m. | 

Captain Norton, | 
Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac : 
A party of about 30 of the enemy is throwing up rifle-pits near | 
the river above Raccoon Ford. Large fires on Clark’s Mountain this | 
a.m. All quiet. | 
| 


WARTS, 
Signal Officer. 


ones Pony Mountain, March 22, 1864—11.15 a. m. 
Captain Norton: 


All quiet. The enemy are enlarging the works at fords, and con- 
structing a new line on the hill in front of Raccoon Ford. About 


150 men at work. 
McCLOSKEY. 


GARNETT’S Mountain, March 22, 1864—5.30 p. m. 
Captain NoRToN: 
The enemy’s camps show no change. No movements of cavalry 
between the Rapidan and Robertson. No change in enemy’s pickets. 
CASTLE. 


THOROUGHFARE Mountain, March 22, 1864—5.45 p. m. 
Captain Norton: R 
Saw two small patrol parties in Madison Court-House and one on 
the Sperryville pike. None of them numbered more than 8 men. 
Enemy’s picket on Robertson River remain unchanged. Storm 


en 
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| coming on about 2 p. m. compelled me ‘to leave the mountain. 
Should the present weather continue I do not think it necessary to 
| detail an escort to-morrow, as observation will be impossible. 

G. J. CLARKE. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 22, 1864. 
Major-General Syvxkus : 

I have ordered General Gregg to send a force of cavalry to Fant’s 
Mill and to scour the country on the north bank of the Rappahan- 
nock in that direction, and report any movement of theenemy. Gen- 
eral Gregg’s force has started from Warrenton. 

A. PLEASONTON, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION, 
‘ Culpeper, March 22, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. C. Ross SmirH, 


Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 

The signal party at Thoroughfare Mountain report nothing unu- 
sual to-day. Small patrols of the enemy at Madison Court-House. 
Enemy’s pickets on Robertson, as usual. 

W. MERRITT, 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
March 22, 1864. 
General GREGG, 
Warrenton: 

The major-general commanding directs that you send a force of 
cavalry toward Fant’s Mill and to scour the country in that direc- 
tion. General Sykes reports that some forty of the enemy’s cavalry 
approached his picket-line between Fant’s and Dulaney’s Mills this 
morning about 1a.m. Please acknowledge receipt of this. 

C. ROSS SMITH, 
Ineutenant-Colonel, &e. 


HEADQUARTERS TENTH NEW YORK CAVALRY, 
j March 22, 1864. 
- Lieut. Joon B. MAITLAND, 
Acig. Asst. Adjt. Gen., 2d Brig., 2d Div., Cav. Corps: 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I scouted the country 
thoroughly between our lines and our infantry picket-lines this side 
of the river. I learned nothing of the enemy until I reached a 
point opposite Fox’s Ford, where I found one of the Eighteenth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry Regiment, who informed me that his regi- 
ment had a sharp skirmish with a small party of the enemy last 
night. About three-fourths of a mile farther I came to our infantry 

icket-line and saw the ‘brigade officer of the day, from whom I 
earned that an infantry scouting party had been to Sulphur Springs 
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to-day ; also a cavalry scouting pany was out in the same direction. 
They saw nothing, but learned that a small force of the enemy 
crossed the river at Fox’s Ford from this side during last night. 
Our infantry picket-line extends to Freeman’s Ford. There is no 
such mill as Dulaney’s, but a family of that name live near Fant’s. 
The headquarters of the officer in charge of infantry pickets is at 
Dulaney’s house. I reached camp on my return at 9 o’clock p. m. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. B. PORTER, 
Captain, Commanding Scouting Party. 


FarrFAxX Court-Hovuss, March 22, 1864. 
Lieut. Col, J. H. TAYLOR: 


I have the honor to report that the detachment of cavalry sent 
,out on the 19th instant to scout the country toward Leesburg re- 
turned yesterday afternoon, bringing in 2 prisoners belonging to 
Stuart’s cavalry and 11 supposed to belong to Mosby’s and White’s 
commands. The detachment sent to the line of Occoquan has not yet 
returned. One prisoner, however, a conscript, was sent in from that 
detachment last evening, having a pass for fifteen days, dated Lynch- 
burg, March 15. There are no indications of any enemy in any 
direction, and I propose to call in allscouting parties for the present. 
The prisoners have all but one been sent to Alexandria. 


Respectfully, ae 
OF Yagi 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Div., DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, March 22, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. F. SIGEL, 


Commanding Department, Cumberland: 


At the time of the recent cavalry demonstration from the Army 
of the Potomac, Rosser left Waynesborough, in the valley, with his 
available mounted force, and went in haste toward Orange Court- 
House. His train, consisting of thirty wagons, was left behind, with 
many disabled horses, which constantly accumulated by the return 
of those broken down incrossing the mountains. The train went, on 
the 16th, toward Rockbridge County for supplies, the country about 
Waynesborough and Timberville having been exhausted. Since that 
the signal station on Cedar Mountain reported rebels breaking up 
camp in front, burning tents, &c. A rebel lieutenant (deserter) 
stated, on the 19th, that on the 12th Rosser was near Gordonsville 
with marching orders. <A deserter to-day states that on the 15th 
Major Bell, rebel quartermaster, stated at Waynesborough that 
Rosser would return or was returning to his train. Deserter is of 
the opinion that Rosser cannot move before middle of next month, 
owing to the disabled condition of his command. Imboden was 
camped 4 miles above Harrisonburg. I think that the rebels are 
relying greatly upon the rebel conspiracy in Kentucky, and that 
Morgan will attempt a raid into that State, and that his movements 
may indicate the time that we may expect some demonstration in 
this direction. 


he 
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' 
_ I would request that the reserves to cavalry outposts now at Har- 
per’s Ferry be partially replaced by infantry, in order to save the 
cavalry horses as much as possible. 
Very respectfully, 
‘ WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General, 


Hpars. CAVALRY Div., DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, March 22, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Captain: Your note of yesterday was this morning received. 

_ Knowing how busy you are, I would not bore you with a reply if I 
did not wish to speak of the change in the name of the division. It 
seems to me that the change is a good one; the cavalry of this 
department, like the same arm in the Army of the Potomac, have 
been scattered and broken up until they have lost all confidence in 
themselves. What they need now as much as anything is a revival 
of their esprit de corps; they should get an idea that the arm is in- 
dependent in itself, able to do anything and as worthy of special name 
as any other. They are already proud of the name of a cavalry 
division. As long as the command is so I do not see why they should 
not be called so, neither do I see any reason why an infantry brigade 
should not be attached to a cavalry division with as much propriety 
asa cavalry brigade to an infantry division. You will see by the 
heading that I have granted méself a suspension of judgment until 
I have had a hearing. I trust that the hearing will result in a 
verdict for the other side. I was opposed to changing the name at 
first, but since it is done don’t you think it would be better to leave 
it as it stands? The country toward Romney has been pretty 
thoroughly scouted, and still is being scouted. Scouts have not 
gone farther as yet than North River. A scout from Burlington to 
hit Cacapon is worth three from this place. If we send a scout so 
far it must be too large to move rapidly. AsI understand it, a scout 
from here to hit Cacapon covers the country as faras Romney. I 
am confident that there is no large force in that country now, but I 
believe that McNeill is going to haunt in old stamping ground near 
Moorefield, with perhaps a dash at the railroad, should he find it un- 

- protected, which he will not, so far as we at this place can avoid it. 

I hope I have not bored you with this long letter. 


Very truly, yours, 
WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MARCH 22, 1864. 
General AVERELL : 

Patrol has returned from Winchester. No enemy there. There 
has been rebel cavalry there for several evenings previous, more or 
less. Two companies of rebel cavalry were on the Opequon Creek 
from Saturday evening until yesterday. They belonged to Major 
Gilmor’s command. 

BYERS, 


Captain, Commanding Pickets. 


w 
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Hpgrs. 1st Bric., 4TH Div., Dept. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Beverly, W. Va., March 22, 1864. 


| 
| 
| 


Capt. WILL RUMSEY, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Martinsburg, W. Va.: 

I have the honor to report that my scouts just returned from Po- | 
cahontas. The information obtained is, Generals Echols, Jenkins, | 
Jackson, and Rosser will move on Beverly, according to the state of | 
the weather, between the Ist and 20th of next month. Generals | 
Williams and John Morgan, now at Dublin Depot, to move toward 
Kanawha Valley. General Breckinridge is in command of the de- | 
partment, and inspected and reviewed the troops lately. Imboden | 
is expected to come into this valley north of Beverly, by the Seneca | 
road from Crab Bottom. Deserters and refugees corroborate the | 
above statements; also intercepted rebel letters to relatives living | 
within our lines. This isa copy of communication sent to Major- | 
General Sigel, in accordance with his request by telegraph. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. MOOR, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


BEVERLY, March 22, 1864. 
Major-General SIGEL, 
Cumberland : 

My scouts returned and report that Generals Echols, Jenkins, 
Jackson, and Rosser will move on\Beverly by the first of next 
month. Deserters, refugees, and letters corroborate above state- 
ment. I forwarded a letter this morning with particulars. 

A. MOOR, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


— 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., March 22, 1864. 


LL 
ee 


Colonel Moor, 
Beverly : 

Your dispatch received. I will make all preparations I can and 
inform you. Keep your scouts very active and report all additional 
information you may receive. 

F, SIGEL, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE CAVALRY, 
Halltown, Va., March 22, 1864. 
Capt. WiLL Rumskry, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Sir: I have the honor to report that the scouts sent out returned 
to camp last night at 8 p.m. They have scouted the country 
thoroughly across the valley as high as White Post; report that 
there is no force this side of Strasburg; bring the information that 
Gilmor’s command is near Woodstock, and threw down a picket as 
far as Middletown, this side of Strasburg. Mosby’s command, or 
part of it, were reported to have camped near Berry’s Ferry, on the 
opposite side of the river, night before last, but did not cross. They 
bring in 4 prisoners and horses. Our line of pickets so far is undis- 


- 


7 
f 


TAG 


turbed ; everything appears quiet, I would call the attention of the 
commanding general to our need of artillery at this point, or at 
least in supporting distance. JI am informed that there is no artil- 
a aw this side of the river but four Napoleon guns, lately moved from 
nere. 
| I have the honor to remain, your obedient servant, ‘ 
RE TAYLOR, 
Colonel, Commanding First Brigade 
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GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpgrs. Mip. DEept., 8tH ARMY Corps, 
No. 16. Baltumore, Md., March’ 22, 1864. 
In obedience to General Orders, No. 97, War Department, Adju- 
tant-General’s Office, March 12, 1864, I hereby assume command of 
the Kighth Army Corps and of the Middle Department, exclusive 
of Fort Delaware. 7 
The public will join me in acknowledging the zeal and rare ability 
shown by my predecessor, Brig. Gen. Henry H. Lockwood, in the 
management of the affairs of this department. 
The department, as I am painfully aware, is crowded with per- 
plexities, and for that reason I pray all good men residing in it to 
unite and give me their earnest support, more for their own welfare 


than for mine. 
LEW. WALLACH, 
Major-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


MARCH 22, 1864. 
_ Major-General BUTLER : 

My infantry returned last night. JI am about starting for Fort 
Magruder, whence will leave at 6 this evening if the snow keeps off. 
By calling in all interior pickets can only raise about 800 available 
cavalry sufficiently well mounted for a long march. 

I. J. WISTAR, 
Brigadier- General 


GENERAL ORDERS, } WAR DEpt., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Now 125: Washington, March 23, 1864. 

I. By direction of the President of the United States, the number 
_of army corps comprising the Army of the Potomac will be reduced 
to three, viz, the Second, Fifth, and Sixth Corps. The troops of the 

“other two corps, viz, the First and Third, will be temporarily or- 
ganized and distributed among the Second, Fifth, and Sixth by the 
commanding general, who will determine what existing organiza- 
tions will retain their corps badges and other distinctive marks. The 
staff officers of the two corps which are temporarily broken up will 
be assigned to vacancies in the other corps, so far as such vacancies 
may exist. Those for whom there are no vacancies will cease to be 
considered as officers of the general staff of army corps. 

Il. Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren is assigned by the President to the 

command of the Fifth Army Corps. 

Ill. The following general officers are detached from the Army of 

the Potomac, and will report for orders to the Adjutant-General of 


i | 
| 
| 
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the Army, viz: Maj. Gen. George Sykes, U. 8. Volunteers ; Maj. 
Gen. W. H. French, U. 8S. Volunteers ; .Maj. Gen. John Newton, 
U. 8. Volunteers; Brig. Gen. J. R. Kenly, U. 8. Volunteers ; Brig. | 
Gen. F. B. Spinola, U. 8. Volunteers ; Brig. Gen. Solomon Meredith, 
U. 8. Volunteers. 

By order of the Secretary of War : 


EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, , 
Washington, D. C., March 23, 1864—12.30 p. m. 
Major-General MEADE, an 
Commanding Army of the Potomac : 

GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Grant will be at Culpeper by to- 
morrow morning’s train, and will, at your earliest convenience there- 
after, desire to see your troops; not in review, but simply drawn up 
in line in front of or near their respective corps encampments. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant : 

F JNO. A. RAWLINS, 
Brigadier-General.and Chief of Staff. 


Captain Norton: 


All quiet. Some 50 of the enemy this p. m. constructing works at 
Stringfellow’s Ford. At Raccoon Ford they have constructed three 
lunettes and a line of earth-works about 100 yards long since yes- 
terday morning. E 

McCLOSKEY. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMaAc, 

3 March 23, 1864—2.10 p.m. 
COMMANDING OFFICER SECOND CoRPs: 

General Hancock has arrived here. He will not rejoin his head- 
quarters to-day, and will give you timely notice when you may ex-- 
pect him. He dogs not wish you to put yourself to any inconven- 
lence on his account. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Pony Mountain, March 23, 1864—5.25 p. m. | 
| 
| 
| 
\ 


__ 8. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
March 23, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER CAVALRY CORPS: 
I am directed by the commanding general to say that as the re- 
ports of an intended raid on the part of the enemy’s cavalry do not 
appear to be well founded, it will not be necessary for you to con- 
tinue to hold your command in readiness for moving at very short 
notice. The commanding general directs, however, that you cause 
the lower fords of the Rappahannock, as far down as Falmouth, to 
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be constantly and carefully watched by detachments from Brigadier- 
General Kilpatrick’s command; the country to our front and right, 
as far as the mountains, to be in like manner observed by detach- 
ments from Brigadier-General Merritt’s command, and the country 
‘in the direction of Thoroughfare Gap, Bull Run range, to be 
watched from Brigadier-General Grege’s command. 


Very respectfully, 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


; WARRENTON, March 238, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. C. Ross Situ, j 4 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 


The scouting party sent to Fant’s Mill and vicinity returned. 
Could not find any enemy, but learned that a small force had crossed 
to the south side of Fox’s Ford. 

D. McM. GREGG, 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., March 23, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. L. THomaAs, 
. Adjt. Gen. of the Army, War Dept., Washington, D. C.: 


Str: Colonel Wilkinson, commanding at Clarksburg and Bull- 
town, reports as follows: 


John L. Keyvey, a deserter from Lanahan’s battalion,* of Fifteenth Virginia (rebel) 
Cavalry, in which he served as ordnance sergeant, makes the following statements : 

“T think that John Righter is now in the northwest part of Harrison County re- ° 
‘cruiting for the rebel army. He has about 80 men and recruiting. He crosses, as 
a general thing, the railroad at Long Run Station, then goes by Bulltown salt- 
works, thence through the glades to Lewisburg. He has orders to remain there 
until the raid of Early, Jackson, Imboden, Rosser, Fitzhugh Lee, and Jenkins, 
which is to start as soon as the roads are fit. Their destination is Wheeling. They 
will make a feint on Beverly, while the main force, which will be 18,000 to 20,000, 
with five batteries, will march on the Northwestern turnpike. They will be all 
mounted except Early’s division, which consists of three brigades of infantry. 
They are collecting forage at Staunton ; they get it from Botetourt County. Iam 
satisfied that they will attempt the raid as soon as the roads will permit. Early is 
to command the whole.” 


Colonel Moor, commanding at Beverly, reports : 


My scouts returned, and report that Generals Echols, Jenkins, Jackson, and Ros- 
ser will move on Beverly by the 1st of next month. Letters, deserters, and refu- 
gees corroborate the above statement. 


- General Averell, commanding cavalry at Martinsburg, reports 
[22d] : 
Two deserters just in report that McNeill, with 500 men, started from near Staun- 


ton for the South Branch Valley about three days ago. No force in the Shenan- 
doah Valley except Imboden and three Georgia regiments. Pickets at Woodstock. 


No information of special a from the Kanawha Valley. 
ful 


I am, sir, very respect , your obedient servant, 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


*No such organization. Reference is probably to McClanahan’s battery. 


| 
a | 
720 OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA, [Cur XLV. } 
| 
| 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 

Cumberland, Md., March 23, 1864. 
Col. E. D. TownsENnD, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Washington, D. C.: 
CoLoNnEL: I have the honor to request that Brig. Gen. Max Weber, 
U. S. Volunteers, now, as is understood, in Washington, may be 
directed to report to me for assignment to duty in this department. 
Brigadier-General Weber is a meritorious officer, was wounded at) 
Antietam, and is not now, as is believed, assigned to any command. | 
In view of his efficient services and the limited number of general 
officers in this department, the interests of the service would prob- | 
ably be promoted by the assignment suggested. Such assignment 
would not interfere with any general officer now serving in this de- 

partment. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


u 


CUMBERLAND, March 23, 1864. 

Colonel MuLuLicaNn, New Creek: 

Your telegram received. The general commanding deems your 
information important, but does not wish just now any extensive 

cavalry expedition undertaken. For the present he desires simply 
' the country on your front and flank well scouted, and the cavalen 
prepared for future important movements. 

By order : 


T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., March 23, 1864. 
Capt. WILL Rumsgy, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Cav. Dw., Martinsburg : 
CAPTAIN: Yours of yesterday, concerning name of General Aver- 
ell’s division, has been submitted to the major-general commanding, 
who, upon reconsideration, consents that the name be changed as de- 
sired. As regularly the name of a command is only changed by the 
authority creating it, an order will be issued with that view. Until 
then the name of Cavalry Division may be used. 
Iam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpg@rs. CAVALRY Div., Dept. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, March 23, 1863. 
Capt. T. Metvin, Asst. Adjt. Gen., Cumberland : 

Scouts to Little Cacapon just returned. Sawno enemy. Citizens 
reported two commands of cavalry on Monday morning 12 miles up 
North River. Could trace them no farther. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadver-General. - 


Scout in from Cacapon Springs. All quiet. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 
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CULPEPER CouRT-Houvuss, Va., March 24, 1864. 
Ms (Received 2.35 p. m.) 
‘Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War: 

I would respectfully suggest that the order relieving General 
Pleasonton from duty here, and sending him to the Department of 
the Missouri, be made at once. I will then direct General Meade to 
place the senior officer of the cavalry corps in command of it until 
General Sheridan arrives. 

U.S. GRANT, 


Ineutenant-General. 


CULPEPER CouRT-Hovuss, March 24, 1864. 
é (Received 2.20 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLEcK, 
Chief of Staff: 

Will you please send me a map, with lines marked, showing the 
territory now occupied by our forces; also a copy of the returns of 
the army you showed me? If practicable to spare them from their 
present stations, three regiments of heavy artillery, one commanded 
by Colonel Tidball to be one of them, could be advantageously used 
with the Army of the Potomac. 

UsSaGRANT 


Tneutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, March 24, 1864. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Army of the Potomac: 

GENERAL: I send herewith, by special messenger, a synopsis of 
last returns of the army; also acopy of the map* which we had be- 
fore us the other day. The red lines show approximately our lines 
of defense at the beginning of the rebellion and at the present time ; 
the blue the various proposed ways of shortening them. 


Yours, truly, eA Tecan V3 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


IN THE FIELD, CULPEPER CouRT-HoUusE, VA4., 
March 24, 1864. (Received 4.05 p. m.) 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALuEcK, 
Washington, D. C.: 


I would like to have General Sigel directed to relieve Wheaton’s 
brigade, Sixth Army Corps, and ordered here. . If Terry’s brigade 
is not absolutely needed at Sandusky I would like to have it also. 
According to my recollection of the forces in General Heintzel- 
man’s department, he can easily spare troops from other places to 


take their place. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Tieutenant-General. 


*See explanatory foot-note, Vol, XXXII, Part II, p. 261. | 
46 R R—VOL XXXII 
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, | 
Washington, D. C., March 24, 1864—3.45 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Army of the Potomac: 
General Burnside asks to have the Second Ohio Cavalry, now a 
Cincinnati and not mounted, ordered to his camp at Annapolis: 
This is a veteran regiment, which formérly belonged to the Army © 
the Ohio. Shall they be so ordered? 
H. W. HALLECK, #9 


Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, : 

March 24, 1864—10.20 p. m. || 

Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, | 

Assistant Adjutant-General : | 

Your dispatch directing that Major-General Pleasonton be relieved 

from duty with this army was duly received. My absence at Cul 
peper this afternoon prevented its prompt acknowledgment. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL fare Wark Dept., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 126. Washington, March 24, 1864. 
* * * 


* * * * 


64. The following officers, on being relieved from duty in the Arm 
of the Potomac, will report as follows : 

Maj. Gen. George Sykes, U. 8. Volunteers, in person, to Major/ 
General Curtis, commanding Department of Kansas, Fort Leaven 
worth, Kans. Maj. Gen. W. H. French, U. §. Volunteers, wil 
repair to Philadelphia, Pa., and report by letter to the Adjutant: 
General U. S. Army. Maj. Gen. John Newton, U. S. Volunteers 
will repair to Cincinnati, Ohio, and report to Major-General Sher; 
man, commanding Division of the Mississippi. Brig. Gen. J. R, 
Kenly, U. 8. Volunteers, in person, to Major-General Wallace, 
U.S. Volunteers, commanding Middle Department, Baltimore, Md 
Brig. Gen. Solomon Meredith, U.S. Volunteers, will repair to Cairo, 
Ill., and report to the commanding officer at that place. | 


By order of the Secretary of War : 
K. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpars. ARMY OF THE POTOMAG, 
No. 10. March 24, 1864. 
I, : ee following order has been received from the War Depart- 
ment :’ 
* * * * * * * 
Il. The following arrangements are made to carry out the pro- 
visions of the foregoing order : 
The Second, Fifth, and Sixth Army Corps will each be consoli- 
dated into two divisions. The First and Second Divisions of the 


*See General Orders, No. 115, p. 717. 
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Third Corps are transferred to the Second Corps, preserving their 
badges and distinctive marks. The Third Division of the Third 
Corps is transferred permanently to the Sixth Corps. The three 
divisions now forming the First Corps are transferred to the Fifth 
Corps, preserving their badges and distinctive marks, and on join- 
ing the Fifth Corps they will be consolidated into two divisions. 

_ The commanders of the divisions transferred to the Second, Fifth, 
and Sixth Corps will at once report to the commanders of those corps 
for instructions. 

Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr will report to Major-General Hancock, com- 
manding Second Corps, and Brig. Gen. H. Prince to Major-General 
Sedgwick, commanding Sixth Corps. 

_ The chief of artillery will assign eight batteries each to the Second, 
Fifth, and Sixth Corps ; these batteries to be taken from those now 
with those corps and with the First and Third Corps. The batteries 
with the several corps, in excess of the above allowance, will join the 
Artillery Reserve. 

_ The consolidation of divisions called for in this order will be made 
by the corps commanders concerned, who are authorized to re-arrange 
the brigades of their respective commands in such manner as they 
may think best for the service. 

The re-assignment of officers of the staff departments, consequent 
upon the reorganization of the army, will be made upon the nomi- 
nation of the chiefs of the staff departments at these headquarters. 
Special instructions will be given hereafter with respect to the staff 
officers of the two corps temporarily broken up. 

III. The major-general commanding avails himself of the occasion 
to say that, in view of the reduced strength of nearly all the regi- 
ments serving in this army, the temporary reduction of the number 
of army corps to three is a measure imperatively demanded by the 
best interests of the service, and that the reasons for attaching the | 
Hirst and Third Corps, for the time being, to other corps were in no 
respect founded upon any supposed inferiority of those corps to the 
other corps of thisarmy. All the corps have equally proved their 
valor on many fields, and all have equal claims to the confidence of 
the Government and of the country. The First and Third Corps will 
retain their badges and distinctive marks, and the major-general 
commanding indulges the hope that the ranks of the army will be 
filled at an early day, so that those corps can again be reorganized. 

By command of Major-General Meade: 
S. WILLIAMS, 


_ Assistant Adjutant-General.. 


p: Pony Mountain, March 24, 1864—5.40 p. m. 
Captain Norton: 
All quiet. About 30 of the enemy still working at Stringfellow’s 


Ford. 
McCLOSKEY. 


THOROUGHFARE Mountain, March 24, 1864—? p. m. 
Captain NorTON: 


The atmosphere has been much clearer this p. m. than on any pre- 
seeding occasion. Saw nothing in Madison Court-House. Hnemy 
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has established a small picket reserve about 1 mile east of Madiso 
Court-House and midway between the Robertson River and Orang} 
Court-House road. Nothing moving on any of the roads in vicinity 
of Madison Court-House. Pickets on Robertson River remain ui 
changed. All quiet. 
G. J, CLARKE, 
Signal Officer. 


CULPEPER CouRT-HovusE, Va., March 24, 1864. 


The recent orders consolidating the several corps of the Army o: 
the Potomac having relieved me from the command of the Thirg 
Division, First Army Corps, I cannot part with the troops that b 
longed to the division without expressing the kind feelings enter" 
tained by me for them. 

I have seen so many soldierly qualities among you, and have ret 
ceived so many marks of your good will, I desire you to know that 
I part from comrades whom I am proud of, and from friends that ij 
is painful to bid farewell. While in command of the division | 
have had but one thought and one wish—your welfare and the suc 
cess of our great cause. For both I have labored honestly and zea 
ously ; for both you will ever find me a steady and earnest soldie} 


friend, 
\ JOHN R. KENLY, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


a nataenemeaneniaeecermmnamnanhendae 


GENERAL ORDERS, t HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, 
No. 10. March 24, 1864, 
The undersigned resumes command of the Second Corps. 
WINE’D 8. HANCOCK, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS FirtH Army Corps, 
IND, .D: March 24, 1864. 
Soldiers of the Fifth Corps! By direction of the War Department 
Tam relieved from duty with the Army of the Potomac. In obey 
ing an order so wholly unexpected, I part from you with the pro| 


paigns to come, and that the insignia borne upon your flags and worn 

upon your breasts will in the shock of battle always be found in the 

thick of your country’s foes. j 
( GEO. SYKKS, 

Major-General, Commanding. 


i 
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GENERAL eae HEADQUARTERS FirraH ARMY Corps, 
No. 6. ( March 24, 1864. 

I. By virtue of General Orders, No. 115, War Department, para- 
| ae 2, March 23, 1864, republished in General Orders, No. 10, 

eadquarters Army of the Potomac, dated March 24, 1864, the under- 
signed assumes command of the Fifth Army Corps. 

II. The corps staff officers will perform their duties as heretofore 
assigned until further orders. 

Ill. Headquarters to-morrow evening will be at Culpeper Court« 


House. / 
G. K. WARREN, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


GENERAL eer HEADQUARTERS SIxTH ARMY CoRPs, 
No. 12. March 24, 1864. 


In accordance with General Orders, No. 115, War Department, 
March 23, 1864, and in compliance with paragraph II, General 
Orders, No. 10, headquarters Army of the Potomac, March 24, 
1864, the following changes are ordered to take effect as soon as 
practicable : 

The First Brigade (Shaler’s), Third Division, is transferred to the 
First Division, and will be known as the Fourth Brigade of the First 
Division. 

The Second Brigade (Eustis’), Third Division, is transferred to 
the Second Division, and will be known as the Fourth Brigade of 
the Second Division. 

The Third Brigade (Wheaton’s), Third Division, is transfered to 
the Second Division, and will be known as the First Brigade of the 
Second Division. 

The commanding officers of the brigades so transferred will report 
as soon as practicable to their respective division commanders. 

The chief quartermaster of the corps will make such assignments 
of transportation, and the chief ambulance officer of the corps, 
under the instructions of the medical director, such transfers of 
ambulances, medicine wagons, &c., as the changes herein directed 
render necessary. 

The flags of the brigades transferred by this order will be sent to 
these headquarters to be replaced by flags to be hereafter designated 
in orders. 

By command of Major-General Sedgwick : 

M. T. McMAHON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


4 CUMBERLAND, Mp., March 24, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. C. B. Comstock, 
Hdgqrs. Army of the Potomac, Culpeper Couwrt-House : 

General Crook can be spared at present, but it will take at least 
five days to reach Culpeper, he being at Charleston. Major Rucker, 
of his staff, is here; is thoroughly acquainted with that country, 
and can give you valuable information. If you desire I will send 
him with some papers prepared by me at once, and will also direct 
General, Crook to report to you, if you deem best. 

F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 
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| 
726 OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA.  [Cuar. 7 


CuMBERLAND, Mp., March 24, 1864. , 
Brigadier-General Crook, | 
Charleston : . 
Prepare yourself to report in person in Washington. 
ang F x F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. | 


| 
ea eae 
| 
| 
| 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., March 24, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Commanding Division, Harper’s Ferry : 
Lieutenant-General Grant directs that Wheaton’s brigade be i 
mediately relieved from duty in this department and sent to thi 
Army of the Potomac. Please make immediately the necessar 
preparations to this effect, with the understanding that only sue 
troops will be sent away who originally belonged to Wheaton’s bri 
gade. If you deem it necessary you may withdraw your infantry 
from Halltown for the defense of Harper’s Ferry. Please infor 
me immediately what you propose to do. 
F. SIGEL, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., March 24, 1864. 
Col. J. A. MULLIGAN, 


New Creek: 
CoLONEL : In answer to your telegram of to-day, I would say, ir 
addition to my answer by telegraph, that there are no cavalry force 
of any importance between New Creek and Parkersburg, and tha 
therefore, in case of a raid in that direction, much depends upon th 
cavalry of your division. The section of country through to Bac 
Creek is unprotected and open to raids of the enemy. I desire tha 
all your available force of cavalry be used for scouting and patrol. 
ling in the direction of Saint George Court-House, Moorefield, an 
Romney, and that parties be sent out regularly to communicate 
with the parties sent out from Cumberland and Martinsburg. Al 
movements of the enemy should be closely watched in these direc- 
tions. General Averell, commanding at Martinsburg, is directed ta 
scout and patrol the country between Mills’ Gap and Bloomery Gap.| 
The Fifth Virginia Cavalry is now temporarily attached to thes 
headquarters and stationed at Patterson’s Creek to guard the south 
ern approach to the city of Cumberland, and to scout and patro 
in the direction of Bloomery Gap and Romney. By this system, 
and a strict attention given to it by the parties sent out, we can be 
always informed in time when a movement of the enemy takes 
lace, It is intended and necessary that the parties sent out by you, 
y General Averell, and Colonel Latham (Fifth Virginia) should be 
well informed, and should try to meet and communicate with each 
other. To prevent conflicts, a common countersign will be issued 
for all the troops in the eastern and central part of the department. 
Your cavalry are not in as good condition as they should be. In 
many cases new horses are needed, for which requisitions should be 
made without delay. Many of the men are new recruits, and should 
be properly drilled. At least the minimum number should be ready 
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for effective operations. Until this is done, and you have more 
effective troops of this branch in your command, I do not deem it 
good policy to make any Eaepiat offensive movements, except for 
the purpose above mentioned. I expect soon to have achief of cav- 
alry in this department, who will at an early day communicate fur- 
ther with you on this subject. 
Iam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS First BRIGADE, CAVALRY Division, 
March 24, 1864, 
[Captain Rumsey :] 
Captain: I have the honor to report all quiet on and in front of 
our line. I am informed that General Rosser has been ordered to 
Richmond with his command. Mosby was seen on the right bank 
of the river with a few men Tuesday, 22d instant. The First New 
York Cavalry will be in Frederick to-day. I have sent Lieutenant 
Wyckoff there to order them on immediately. 
Your obedient servant, 
R. H. TAYLOR, 


Colonel, Commanding First Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., March 24, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Commanding First Division, Harper's Ferry, W. Va. :: 
GENERAL: By special orders this day issued Captain Kusserow’s 
battery is ordered to this point. I am directed by the major-general 
commanding to inform you that this has been deemed necessary on 
account of this position being at this time greatly exposed, and it 
was not seen that a battery could not be ordered here so well as from 
your command. Please indicate whether in your judgment one or 
more batteries can hereafter be spared from your division should 
they be needed elsewhere. 
I am, very respectfully, &c., 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, March 24, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL : 
- Is there a good road for teams and artillery from Martinsburg to 
Hancock, and would it bea good point for a pontoon bridge in regard 
to the span and current of the river ? 
F. SIGEL, 


Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS,) Hpgrs. Mip. DEpt., 8tH ARMY CoRPs, 
No. 17. Baltimore, Md., March 24, 1864. 
The Third Separate Brigade is hereby organized, to be commanded 
by Brig. Gen. H. H. Lockwood, U. 8. Volunteers, headquarters in 
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Baltimore. This command will include all forces that now are on} 
may be hereafter assigned to duty in that section of country withi 
this department in the county of Frederick, the counties of Carroll.) | 
Harford, the counties of the Eastern Shore of Maryland, and the cityJ) 
and county of Baltimore, except Forts Carroll, McHenry, Marshall 
Federal Hill, and their vicinities, now within the limits of the Second 
Separate Brigade. 
By order of Major-General Wallace : | 
SAMUEL B. LAWRENCE, 

Lieutenant-Oolonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, March 25, 1864—2.15 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 

If you have no objection, I propose to forbid all newspaper tele-| 

graphic communications between here and your headquarters, and | 


all use of the telegraph save for military purposes. | 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 


Lieutenant-General GRANT: 


It would for several reasons be better to address your communica- 
tions to the Chief of the Staff of the Army, except where you desire to | 
communicate with me directly. Where my directions are needed he || 


will communicate with me. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, March 25, 1864—2.15 p. m. 
| 


| 
aT | 
| 
War DEPARTMENT, March 25, 1864—4.35 p.m. | 
Major-General MEADE, 
Headquarters Army of the Potomac: 

The Vermont people are very anxious that Colonel Grant should 
retain his present command and be made a brigadier. The State is 

entitled to it if he is qualified. Shall I nominate him ? 


EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE Potomac, March 25, 1864. 
Received 11 p. m. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton: piss sa 

Colonel Grant has been frequently recommended for promotion, 
and the last time by my approval. He will make a good brigadier- 
general, and I approve of his nomination. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General. 


a ae 
‘ 
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ba HEADQUARTERS IN THE FIELD, 
Culpeper, Va., March 25, 1864—4 p.m. (Received 6 p. m.) 
/Maj. Gen. H. W. Hauueck, 
Chief of Staff: 
I sent a letter to General Banks before leaving Nashville, direct= 
. ing him to finish his present expedition, and assemble all his avail- 
able force at New Orleans as soon as possible, and prepare to receive 
orders for the taking of Mobile. If Shreveport is carried, about 
8,000 troops can be spared from Steele and Rosecrans to join Banks, 
and if more are necessary to insure success against Mobile, they can. 
be taken from Sherman. I would prefer Gillmore to act entirely on 
the defensive at Charleston, and hold all the spare force he has in 
readiness for orders. I will want him to co-operate with this army 
against Lee. I would like it if the Secretary of the Navy would ~ 
order two of the iron-clads from Charleston to report to Admiral 
Farragut, with instructions to the latter not to attack until the army 
is ready to operate with him. 
U.S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General. 


WASHINGTON, March 25, 1864—2 p. m. 


Lieutenant-General Grant, 
' Army of the Potomac: bs 
General Gillmore reports that, if he is to act only on the defensive, 
he can spare from 7,000 to 11,000 troops from the Department of the 
South to operate elsewhere. Admiral Farragut reports that, with 
his present fleet and two or three iron-clads from Charleston, he can 
take Mobile, if a land force can be sent to holdit. The troops in the 
Department of the South are not fully supplied with transportation 
for operating in the interior of the country. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


WASHINGTON, March 25, 1864—11.30 a. m. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Army of the Potomac: 

The chief of artillery reports that 1,800 men can be immediately” 
spared from the defenses of Washington, and it remains to be deter- 
mined whether they shall be organized into field batteries or sent to» 
the field as heavy artillery. Hither will be done as you direct. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
¢ Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


CULPEPER CouURT-HOUSE, 
March 25, 1864. (Received 2 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff : 
Send the heavy artillery as they are; there is light artillery suffi- 
cient with the army. 
U. 8. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General. 


| | 
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WASHINGTON, March 25, 1864—3.30 p. m. | 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, | 

Army of the Potomac: 

Two regiments of heavy artillery, numbering about 3,000 men, 

are ordered to the Army of the Potomac, and will leave as soon as} 

they can be replaced by men from other forts. Please direct Gen-; 
eral Meade to telegraph General Augur where they are to land. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


| 


CULPEPER, March 25, 1864. 
(Received 1 p. m.) 


Major-General HALLECK : 
I would recommend that General Newton be ordered to report to 


General Sherman, and General Sykes to General Curtis, 
Ut 8s GRAN 
Lieutenant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
No. 11. | March 25, 1864. 

The following regulations are published for the information and 
guidance of the army: 

I. Hereafter the inspector-general’s department of the Army of 
the Potomac is to be composed and organized as follows: 

The inspector-general, an assistant inspector-general, and an in- 
spector of artillery, to be stationed at headquarters. 

An assistant inspector-general for each corps, to be stationed at 
corps headquarters. 

Inspectors, in number equal to the divisions and brigades in the | 
army, to be denominated division inspectors and brigade inspectors, 
the former to be selected preferably from officers of the rank of major, | 
the latter from officers of the rank of captain or lieutenant, by corps | 
commanders, and the chief of artillery of the Army of the Potomac, 
peavey subject to the approval of the commanding general of 

e army. 

The provost-marshal-general’s and the volunteer engineer brigades 
being independent commands, their inspectors will be appointed by 
the respective commanders thereof. 

II. The artillery reserve, with any regiment as its guard, and the 
brigades of horse artillery will constitute independent commands, 
and will each have an inspector, like sthe artillery brigades attached 
to corps, who shall be appointed by the chief of artillery Army of 
the Potomac, subject to the approval of the commanding general, 
and who are to alternate with the inspectors of artillery brigades 
attached to corps. ; 

III. Division inspectors and brigade inspectors, except those of the 
artillery, are not to be considered as belonging to any particular divis- 
ion or brigade, but are to be subject to the orders and supervision of 
their corps inspectors, who will assign them, from time to time, to 
divisions and brigades. The artillery brigade inspectors may be 
transferred from one artillery brigade to another by the inspector of 
artillery. It will be the duty, however, of each division and brigade 
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_ inspector to render the stated reports of some particular division or 
brigade, to be designated from time to time, respectively, by the 

_ corps inspector and inspector of artillery, the principle of rotation 
being observed. 

IV. The regular battalion of engineer soldiers will be inspected 
by an eae of the department, to be detailed by the inspector- 

eneral. 
4 V. Once detailed for duty in the department, an officer is not to be 
relieved therefrom without the approval of the inspector-general. 

VI. Officers of the department are not to serve in any other 
capacity except in cases when the public interests absolutely require 
it; and in all such cases the approval of the commanding general, 
through the inspector-general, must be given. 

VII. It will be the duty of the officers of the department to keep 
themselves at all times thoroughly acquainted with the condition 
and wants of the commands with which they may be serving. They 
are to be prompt and energetic in detecting violations of regulations 
and reporting abuses, and are to adopt all measures proper to call 
the attention of those having authority to correct the evils on the 
spot. Great care isto be observed that no injustice is done to troops, 
or to individual officers or men, by making reports which are not 
fully sustained by personal and thorough examination by inspectors. 
The strictest impartiality must be studied, and their responsible 
duties must be performed without fear or favor. 

VIII. It is especially enjoined on inspectors to acquire a knowl- 
edge of all existing regulations and orders, to which it will be the 
inspector-general’s duty to call their attention from time to time, 
with a view to a report as to the observance thereof by the troops.* 

* * fs ok 


By command of Major-General Meade : ‘ 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 


March 25, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. W. 8. HANCOCK : 

The commanding general has no objection to the assignment of 
General Hays to the command of a brigade in General Birney’s 
division, as proposed in your dispatch of this morning. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


BIRNEY’S HEADQUARTERS, March 25, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. F. A. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I wish to apply to the major-general commanding the army, 
through the corps commander, for the assignment of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Morris to the command of my Second Brigade. General Morris 
desires the assignment. Will Major-General Hancock forward this 


request? 
D. B-BIRNEY, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


* Detailed instructions omitted. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS SIxTH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 13. March 25, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. Henry Prince, having reported at these headquarters | 
in compliance with General Orders, No. 10, headquarters Army of | 
the Potomac, is assigned to the command of the division of the | 
‘Third Corps transferred to this command, the division to be known | 

_hereafter as the Third Division, Sixth Corps. 

By command of Major-General Sedgwick : 

M. T. McMAHON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


| 
| 


‘SPECIAL ORDERS, | Wark Depr., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 127. Washington, March 25, 1864. 


* * * * * * * 


13. Maj. Gen. A. Pleasonton, U. S. Volunteers, is relieved from 
duty in the Army of the Potomac, and will repair without the least 
delay to Saint Louis, Mo., and report for duty to Major-General 
Rosecrans, U. 8. -Volunteers, commanding Department of the Mis- 
souri. 

* * * * * * * 


59. Brig. Gen. J. C. Caldwell, U. 8. Volunteers, is hereby relieved | 
from duty in the Army of the Potomac, and will report in person 
without delay to the Adjutant-General U. 8. Army. 

60. Brig. Gen, J. B. Ricketts, U. 8. Volunteers, is hereby relieved 
from duty as a member of the Military Commission convened by 
Special Orders, No. 53, February 2, 1863, from this office, and will 
report in person without delay to Major-General Meade, U. 8. Vol- 
nee commanding the Army of the Potomac, for assignment to | 

uty. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpagrs. Cav. Corps, ARMY OF Potomac, 
No. 14. March 25, 1864. 


Having been relieved from duty with the Army of the Potomac 
the regret of separation from the many personal associations estab- 
lished in the Cavalry Corps becomes more impressive by the devo- 
tion, generosity, and noble bearing that have been exhibited through- — 
‘out one of the most eventful periods in the history of the war. | 

The brave seek no higher tribute than the confidence of their 
comrades. Your glorious deeds testify to the trust you have main- 
tained so sacred. 

Continue to be animated by the same spirit that now guides your 
‘colors to victory, and you will reap the reward of duty to yourselves 
your country, and your God, é 


A. PLEASONTON, 
Major-General. 
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\. Hpg@rs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
| March 25, 1864. 
| Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 

| Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Special 
Orders, No. 75, from headquarters Army of the Potomac, relieving 
me from duty with this army and directing me to report to Major- 
General Rosecrans. I would respectfully request that Imay be per- 
mitted to take my personal aides with me. They are as follows; 
First Lieut. Clifford Thomson, First New York Cavalry ; First Lieut. 
George W. Yates, Fourth Michigan Infantry ; First Lieut. George 
H. Thompson, First New Hampshire. These officers have been with 
me a long time, and will aid me most efficiently in a new command, 
Two of them belong to troops not serving with this army. 

In case an adjutant-general is assigned to this corps, I would re- 
quest that Capt. E. B. Parsons, assistant adjutant-general of volun- 
teers, be assigned to me. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
sre A. PLEASONTON, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
March 25, 1864. 
Col. J. Irvin Greae, Commanding Second Brigade : 

CoLonEL: The following dispatch has been received from corps 
headquarters : 
General GREGG : 

Orders having been received assigning you to the temporary command of the Cav- 
alry Corps, the commanding general desires that you report to these headquarters. 

- in person at the earliest practicable moment, 

In compliance with the above order, the general commanding 
directs that you report at these headquarters at 8 o’clock to-morrow 
morning to assume command of this division. : 

By command of Brigadier-General Gregg : 

THOS. ARROWSMITH, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CULPEPER CouRT-HousE, March 25, 1864. 
Major-General AUGUR: 
If the brigade of the Pennsylvania Reserves now at Alexandria 
can possibly be spared from their present duty, order them to join 
- their division in the field. 
U8. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General. 


CULPEPER CouRT-HousE, VaA., March 25, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR, 
U. S. Volunteers, Washington, D. C.: 

Lieutenant-General Grant desires that if thé Pennsylvania regi- 
ments referred to in your telegram of to-day can be relieved by 
invalid troops to be obtained from Colonel Fry it be done. 

. C. B. COMSTOCK, 
Assistant Inspector-General, 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 25, 1864—8.30 p. m. 


Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR, 
Comdg. Dept. of Washington, Washington, D. C.: 


I have to request that the two regiments of heavy artillery to be 
sent to this army may be ordered to Brandy Station, where further 
instructions will be giventhem. It is desired that the commanders 
of the regiments notify Brigadier-General Hunt, chief of artillery, of 
these headquarters, when they will probably reach Brandy Station. 

GEO. G. MEADH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, March 25, 1864—11.30 a. m. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Army of the Potomac: 

General Sigel has been directed to return to the Army of the 
Potomac Wheaton’s brigade, and General Heintzelman has also been 
directed to return Terry’s brigade. 

H. W.. HALLECK, 


Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
r Cumberland, March 25, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Comstock, 
Aide-de-Camp, Culpeper : 
Your dispatch received and General Crook informed. 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., March 25, 1864. 
Major-General SIGEL, 
Cumberland, Md. : 


The following telegram is forwarded for your information: 


CULPEPER, M { ; 
Major-General HALLECK : bec ett 
General Sigel telegraphs to K. V. Whaley to ascertain whether Twentieth and 
Twenty-first Pennsylvania Cavalry have been ordered to his department ; that they 
properly belong to him and are ready tocome, and for him to see that they receive 
the order. I know no reason why these two regiments should not be ordered to 
the Department of West Virginia, but it is time General Sigel should learn to carry 
See his nye: ad tenn ae the proper channels and not through mem- 
ers of Congress. ease call his attention to the fact that im fficl 
spondence will not be tolerated in future, TORS Gk atoms 
4 U. S. GRANT. 
Lieutenant-General. 


_ J. OC. KELTON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS IN THE FIELD, March 25, 1864. 
Major-General SIGEL, 
Cumberland: - 


A dispatch to K. V. Whaley, from you, in reference to Twentieth 
' Pennsylvania Cavalry, has been sent to these headquarters. The 
commanding general directs me to ask who K, V, Whaley is. 

C. B. COMSTOCK, 
LTneutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 


Cumberland, March 25, 1864, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Comstock, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac: 
K. V. Whaley is a citizenof West Virginia, and a member of the 
House of Representatives, 
F, SIGEL, 


Major-General. 


‘GENERAL fiche HEADQUARTERS First ARMY CORPS, 
Now9: March 25, 1864. 

Upon relinquishing command I take occasion to express the pride 
and pleasure I have experienced in my connection with you and my 
rofound regret at our separation. Identified by its services with the 
story of the war the First Corps gave at Gettysburg a crowning 
proof of valor and endurance, in saving from the grasp of the enemy 
the strong position upon which the battle was fought. The terrible 
losses suffered by the corps in that conflict attest its supreme devo- 
tion to the country. Though the corps has lost its distinctive name | 
by the present changes, history will not be silent upon the magni- 


tude of its services. 
JOHN NEWTON, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, 
Nos 11s Cole’s Hill, Culpeper Co., Va., March 25, 1864. 


Under the provisions of General Orders, No. 10, headquarters 
Army of the Potomac, of March 24, 1864, the following organization 
is announced for the Second Army Corps: 

The original regiments of the Second Corps will be consolidated 
into two divisions, with the following arrangements of brigades and 
assignment of commanders : 

First Division, Brig. Gen. F. C. Barlow commanding : . 

First Brigade, Col. Nelson A. Miles, Sixty-first New York Volun- 
teers, commanding: Sixty-first New York Volunteers, Highty-first 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, One hundred and fortieth Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, One hundred and eighty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
Twenty-sixth Michigan Volunteers, Sixth Minnesota Volunteers. 

Second Brigade, Col. T. A. Smyth, First Delaware Volunteers, com- 
manding (temporarily): Twenty-eighth Massachusetts Volunteers, 


| 
i 
736 OPERATIONS IN N, ©., VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. [Cxap. XLV, 


One hundred and sixteenth Pennsylvania. Volunteers, Sixty-third | 
New York Volunteers, Sixty-ninth New York Volunteers, Kighty- | 
eighth New York Volunteers. 

Third Brigade, Col. Paul Frank, Fifty-second New York Volun- | 
teers, commanding: One hundred and eleventh New York Volun- | 
teers, One hundred and twenty-sixth New York Volunteers, One | 
hundred and twenty-fifth New York Volunteers, Thirty-ninth New | 
York Volunteers, Fifty-second New York Volunteers, Fifty-seventh | 
New York Volunteers, Seventh New York Volunteers (detachment). | 

Fourth Brigade, Col. John R. Brooke, Fifty-third_ Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, commanding: Fifty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers, One | 
hundred and forty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, One hundred and — 
forty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Sixty-fourth New York Vol- | 
unteers, Sixty-sixth New York Volunteers, Second Delaware Vol- | 
unteers. é 

Second Division, Brig. Gen. John Gibbon commanding : 

First Brigade, Brig. Gen. A. S. Webb commanding: Seventh 
Michigan Volunteers, Fifteenth Massachusetts Volunteers, Nine- 
teenth Massachusetts Volunteers, Twentieth Massachusetts Volun- 
teers, Forty-second New York Volunteers, Highty-second New York | 
Volunteers, Nineteenth Maine Volunteers, Fifty-ninth New York 
Volunteers, Twenty-sixth Wisconsin Volunteers. 

Second Brigade, Brig. Gen. J.T. Owen commanding: Sixty-ninth 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, Seventy-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, | 
Seventy-second Pennsylvania Volunteers, One hundred and sixth 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, One hundred and eighty-fourth Pennsyl- 
aie Volunteers, One hundred and fifty-second New York Volun- 
teers, 

Third Brigade, Col. 8. S. Carroll, Eighth Ohio Volunteers, com- 
manding: Fourth Ohio Volunteers, Seventh West Virginia Volun- 
. teers, One hundred and eighth New York Volunteers, Twelfth New 
Jersey Volunteers, Tenth Battalion New York Volunteers, Highth 
Ohio Volunteers, Fourteenth Indiana Volunteers, Fourteenth Con- 
necticut Volunteers, First Delaware Volunteers. 

This order will take effect at once. Division commanders are au- 
thorized and desired to make such arrangement with each other as 
will bring their new commands together, as far as practicable, with- 
out depriving the men of shelter. 

The records of the late Third Division, Second Corps, will be trans- 
mitted to the adjutant-general at these headquarters. 

The division formerly known as the First Division, Third Corps, 
commanded by Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney, will hereafter be designated 
as the Third Division, Second Corps. 

The division formerly known as the Second Division, Third Corps, 
to which Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr has been assigned as commander, 
will hereafter be known as the Fourth Division, Second Corps. 

Hach of these divisions will be reduced to two brigades, with the 
following arrangement of regiments : 

Third Division, Maj. Gen. D. B. Birney commanding : 

_First Brigade, Brig. Gen. J. H. H. Ward commanding : Twen- 
tieth Indiana Volunteers, Highty-sixth New York Volunteers, One 
hundred and twenty-fourth New York Volunteers, Fortieth New 
York Volunteers, Ninety-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, One 
hundred and tenth Pennsylvania Volunteers, One hundred and 
fourteenth Pennsylvania Volunteers, One hundred and forty-first 


Pennsylvania Volunteers, Third Maine Volunteers, Second U. S. 
Sharpshooters. ; 


hat 
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_ Second Brigade, Brig. Gen. Alexander Hays commanding: Fourth 
Maine Volunteers, Seventeenth Maine Volunteers, Third Michigan 
Volunteers, Fifth Michigan Volunteers, Fifty-seventh Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, Sixty-third Pennsylvania,Volunteers, Sixty-eighth Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers, One hundred and fifth Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers, First U. S. Sharpshooters. 

Fourth Division, Brig. Gen. J. B. Carr commanding: 

First Brigade, Brig. Gen. G. Mott commanding: Fifth New Jer- 
sey Volunteers, Sixth New Jersey Volunteers, Seventh New Jersey 
Volunteers, Kighth New Jersey Volunteers, One hundred and fif- 
teenth Pennsylvania Volunteers, First Massachusetts Volunteers, 
Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Sixteenth Massachusetts 
Volunteers, Eleventh New Jersey Volunteers. 

Second Brigade, Col. William R. Brewster, Seventy-third New York 
Volunteers, commanding: Seventieth New York Volunteers, Seventy- 
first New York Volunteers, Seventy-second New York Volunteers, 
Seventy-third New York Volunteers, Seventy-fourth New York 
Volunteers, One hundred and twentieth New York Volunteers, 
Eleventh Massachusetts Volunteers, Eighty-fourth Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

All officers of the general staff rendered supernumerary by the 
operation of this order will report to the chiefs of their respective 
departments at these headquarters for instructions. 

Staff officers not on the general staff, becoming supernumerary 
under this order, will rejoin their regiments for duty. 

The organization of the staff of the corps will be announced here- 
after. 

The artillery brigade will retain its present organization, with 
such changes of batteries as may be ordered from artillery head- 
quarters. 

By command of Major-General Hancock : 

FRANCIS A. WALKER, 
Lieutenant Colonel, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS FirtTH ARMY CORPS, 
INO: 7: March 25, 1864. 


In pursuance to General Orders, No. 10, headquarters Army of 

the Potomac, dated March 24, 1864, the consolidation of divisions and 
rearrangement of brigades is made as follows: 
_ J. The commanding officer of the First Division of the old Fifth 
Corps will consolidate the three brigades into two brigades, to be 
designated as the Second and Third Brigades, First Division, Fifth 
Army Corps. 

II. The old Second Division, Fifth Army Corps, will be consoli- 
dated into one brigade, to be designated as the First Brigade, First 
Division, Fifth Army Corps, commanded by Brig. Gen. R. B. 
Ayres. 

TI. The old Third Division of the Fifth Army Corps will remain 
as the new Third Division, Fifth Army Corps. 

IV. The Second Brigade of Third Division, First Army Corps, is 
transferred to the Second Division, First Army Corps, and_ this 
division will hereafter be designated as the Second Division, Fifth. 
Army Corps. a . 
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V. The First Brigade of Third Division, First Army Corps, |} 
transferred to the First Division, First Army Corps, and this divi 
ion will hereafter be designated as the Fourth Division, Fifth Arm# 
Corps. | 

VI. The designating flags of the old First Brigade, First Divisioy 
Fifth Army Corps; of the old Second Division, Fifth Army Corps 
of the old Third Brigade, Second Division, Fifth Army Corps, an 
of the Third Division, First Army Corps, will be turned in to th 
corps quartermaster. 

VII. The provost guard of the Third Division will return to the! 
regiments. 

VIII. All staff officers rendered supernumerary by the consolid: 
tion will report in person to these headquarters as soon as they ca 
properly turn over their papers and close their former official duties 

IX. The following is the assignment of general officers to com 
mands in the consolidated corps : 

First. Brig. Gen. J. S. Wadsworth, commanding Fourth Divisior! 

Second. Brig. Gen. 8. W. Crawford, commanding Third Divisior 

Third. Brig. Gen. J. C. Robinson, commanding Second Division 

Fourth. Brig. Gen. Charles Griffin, commanding First Divisio1, 

Fifth. Brig. Gen. R. B. Ayres, commanding First Brigade, Firs 
Division. 

Sixth. Brig. Gen. J. J. Bartlett, commanding Third Brigade, Firs 
Division. | 

Seventh. Brig. Gen. L. Cutler, commanding First Brigade, Fourt] 
Division. 

Kighth. Brig. Gen. Henry Baxter, commanding Second Brigade 
Second Division. 

| 
| 


Ninth. Brig. Gen. James Barnes, commanding Second Brigade 
First Division. 

Tenth. Brig. Gen. James C. Rice, commanding Second Brigad 
Fourth Division. 

X. The following is the corps staff : 

Lieut. Col. H. C. Bankhead, inspector-general. 

Lieut. Col. F. T. Locke, assistant adjutant-general. 

Lieutenant-Colonel W. H. Owen, chief quartermaster. 

Captain D. L. Smith, acting chief commissary of subsistence. 

Captain W. T. Gentry, commissary of musters. | 

Other officers of the staff will be announced in subsequent orders} 

By command of Major-General Warren: 

C. KINGSBURY oR: 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } Hpgrs. DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 59. ‘ Cumberland, Md., March 25, 1864. 
6 ok * ok kK *K * 


Ill. The brigade of Brig. Gen. Frank Wheaton, now attached tc 
the First Division, Brigadier-General Sullivan, is hereby, under or- 
ders from the Headquarters of the Army, relieved from further duty 
in this department, and will return to the Army of the Potomac. 

ok * * ok 6 * * 

By order of Maj. Gen. F. Sigel : 

T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Court oF INQUIRY, 
Cumberland, Md., March 25, 1864. 


Major-General Si1GEL, 
Commanding Department, &e. : 


GENERAL: The order that has come to-day returning my com- 
mand to the Army of the Potomac is intended, I presume, to include 
the brigade entire, as it left the corps to which I belong. I write to 
remind you that one of my most important officers, assigned to me 
by the War Department (Captain Wray, assistant quartermaster), 
was detailed by General Kelley as quartermaster at Harper’s Ferry, 
when Captain Flagg was relieved at General Sullivan’s request. An 
order from you will be necessary to relieve my brigade quarter- 
master (Wray), directing him to report to the present brigade com- 
mander. I am very much obliged for the kind intentions you 
expressed to me in case I had been left in your department, but per- 
haps it is best that my troops should continue to follow the fortunes 
of that army with whose successes and misfortunes they and I have 
been identified since its organization. 

Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
FRANK WHEATON, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., March 25, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. FRANK WHEATON, 
U. S. Volunteers, Cumberland, Md. : 


GENERAL: I received your communication of this date, requesting 
that Captain Wray, assistant quartermaster, now on duty at Har- 
per’s Ferry, be returned to your brigade, soon to move to the Army 
of the Potomac, and have to reply that orders will be issued in ac- 
cordance with your wishes. I regret exceedingly to part with you 
and your command, but agree with you that it 1s probably best that 
your troops should continue to form a portion of the gallant Army 
of the Potomac. My best wishes attend you. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


(F{ENERAL ORDERS, l Hpgrs. Dept. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 11. Cumberland, Md., March 25, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. Julius Stahel, U. S. Volunteers, having reported at 
these headquarters, in pursuance of orders of the War Depart- 
ment, is assigned to duty as chief of cavalry of this department. 

All orders emanating from his headquarters will be respected and 
obeyed accordingly. 

By order of Major-General Sigel : 

THAYER MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Hpers. CavaLRy Div., Dept. of WEST VIRGINIA, | 
Martinsburg, March 25, 1864. I 


Major-General SIGEL, 
Commanding Department, Cumberland: 


ik 
When the First New York Cavalry arrives I will post it so that | 
may in a measure replace the infantry sent away. I must, howeve 
control it, in order to put it in serviceable condition. Scouts fro) 
Little Cacapon saw or heard nothing. | 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


I will come up and see you to-night if you have no objections. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., March 25, 1864. 
Brigadier-General CRooK, 
Charleston: 
Report in person to Lieutenant-General Grant at Culpeper with 
out delay. ‘Telegraph to me when you leave Charleston and whe 
you pass through Cumberland. I have some papers for you. Pleas 
acknowledge. 


( 

i 

i 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

' 

4 

i 

5 | 
| 


F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


New Berne, N. C., March 25, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. BenJAMIN F. BUTLER, 
Comdg. Dept. of Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, Va. : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of you 
communication of the 21st, relating to the iron-clad at Plymoutl 
together with the statement of W. P. James, the letter of th 
admiral, and his dispatch for Commander Flusser. The admiral’) 
dispatch will be sent by the earhest opportunity. 

During the week a storm of unusual severity has prevailed, deran 
ing the communications very much. My latest from General We 
sells was of the date of the 20th, although two boats are due. A 
that time he was of the opinion that an attack was contemplated b 
the enemy. Rumors also came in of some movement of troops by 
rail between Kinston and Goldsborough. I sent a man to Kinston 
for information, and look for him in two or three days. So soon as 
the man returns and matters subside about Plymouth I will go uy 
and see if the navy can go up and destroy the iron-clad. If not, | 
will endeavor to ascertain the practicability of sending a force 0; 
cavalry, as suggested by you. He does not specify which side 03 
the river she is lying. That is important for the movement of the 
cavalry. The Bombshell is rather small for this service. In case 
the navy undertakes the matter she would be of value. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
; ‘ am. JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General, 


| 
| 
| 
Hpqgrs. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, | 
| 
| 
| 
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WASHINGTON, D. C., March 26, 1864. 
Jol. HE. D. TOWNSEND, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

CoLONEL: All detachments, as well as regiments and batteries, 
noving north from Army of the South (General Gillmore) will ren- 
lezvous here, reporting to General Casey. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff. 


WASHINGTON, March 26, 1864—12 noon. 

uieutenant-General GRANT, Culpeper, Va. : 

Orders sent to General Gillmore to hold his troops in readiness. 
_ have also seen the Assistant Secretary of the Navy, as you 
equested, about iron-clads. Recent advices from Mobile represent 
hat harbor defenses have been greatly increased. I think that 
nother regiment of heavy artillery can very soon be organized 
nd sent to the front, if desired. General Augur will visit you to- 


norrow. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


Hpagrs. oF THE ARMY, Washington, March 26, 1864. 
iieutenant-General GRANT, Culpeper: 

GENERAL: Major-General Burnside has applied for six batteries 
10re of artillery [from] depot in this city to be assigned to his army 
orps and sent to Annapolis. As these batteries are under drill and 
astruction here and have quarters, I think they should remain till 
surnside’s corps is ordered to the field. If sent to Annapolis, bar- 
acks or tents must be provided for them there. Moreover, they may 
e very useful here in case of a raid on the city or across the Potomac. 
‘hey will be kept in readiness to join Burnside the moment he starts 
or the field. I think this arrangement far preferable to sending 
hem at present to Annapolis. I think some measures should be 
dopted to prevent officers from corresponding with members of 
ongress, members of the Cabinet, &c., on military affairs, without 
oing through the proper military channels. A large portion of the 
me here and at the War Department is taken up with these indirect 
pplications for transfers, leaves of absence, promotions, &c. The 
ecretary of War is disposed to put a stop to this by arresting every 
fficer guilty hereafter of the offense. I inclose draft of a general 
rder on this subject for your consideration.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 
Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE Potomac, March 26, 1864—8 p.m. 
ol. E. D. TownsEND, A. A. G., War Department: 


Paragraph 13, Special Orders, No. 127, War Department, relieving 
fajor-General Pleasonton from duty with this army, is received. 


eneral Pleasonton left here this morning. 
GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


* Approved and order issued March 30. See p. 769. 
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ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 26, 1864. 
Col. C. 8S. WAINWRIGHT : 

I have read your letter on the subject of the consolidation of the 
artillery of New York into a corps and heartily approve it. 

The regimental organization, except as a subdivision of a corps 
for administration or instruction, is, for field artillery, simply absurd. 
and results in the greatest injury and injustice to the arm and 
very much injures its efficiency. | 

The battery is the unit of organization; it corresponds to the bat- 
talion of infantry and squadron of cavalry, two, three, or more of 
which constitute a regiment for administration ; but for purposes of! 
combat a brigade, say six or eight batteries, constitute a brigade of 
artillery, a command fully as important and extended and muc 
more complicated than a brigade of infantry, and requiring from 
the ground it covers and its distribution a large staff. : 

Colonel Turner, of the British artillery, commanding the field! 
artillery in Canada, spent the day and night with me yesterday.; 
He informs me that the organization of a brigade of artillery in th 
British army is as follows: One colonel commandant (major-gen-. 
eral), 2 regimental colonels, 4 lieutenant-colonels (regimental), 8} 
batteries, 6 guns each. 

Every two batteries are commanded by a heutenant-colonel, there} 
being no regimental major. The whole of the artillery, consisting? 
of many brigades, constitute the Royal Regiment of Artillery; that | 
is a single corps for administration and promotion. | 

I have stated this as an illustration of how artillery is organized| 
in other services. In our service the batteries of the same regiment) 
do not and cannot serve together, but their officers have the advan- 
tage of regimental promotion, and the field officers take interest in 
the batteries. 

The independent batteries have no field officers ; there is no pro- | 
motion opened to them ; no one of any rank takes special interest in | 
them ; they are transferred from division to division, from army corps | 
to army corps; there is no central office to take cognizance of them | 
to record their services, to attend to their wants, to protect their 
interests. Their officers, condemned to inferior positions without 
the hope of rising, except on condition of leaving the artillery, 
see officers of the regiments, their inferiors in length of service and 
it rank, promoted over their heads and placed in command of 

em. 

This degrades the position, degrades the arm itself, mars the har- 
mony of the service, and Iam free to say has very much impaired 
the efficiency of the artillery. Leaving aside other things, look at. 
our two last battles. At Chancellorsville, with over 400 guns in the’ 
army, I had but 5 field officers. At Gettysburg, with over 320 guns 
T had but 4 field officers. Nor is this all; the absence of all stimu- 
lant to officers in the artillery has driven out of service, either into 
civil life or into other arms, a very large proportion of our best 
captains and leutenants. ' 

If your proposition can be adopted it might be made to cur 
these evils. Field officers should be given to the corps in the ae 
proportion to the number of batteries as are now given in the regi- 
ments. Rigid rules should be prescribed for the appointment of 
lieutenants and for promotion to all the grades, so as to secure it to 
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hose whose character, fitness, and service best entitle them to it. 
Jnder the present system this is impossible. With the organization 
you propose it might be made easy. 
I trust your letter will produce good effect. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY J. HUNT, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Artillery. 


: r Pony Mountain, March 26, 1864—4.45 p. m. 
Captain NORTON : 


All quiet. The enemy placed seven guns in position at Somer- 
ville Ford this p. m. No working parties seen. 
McCLOSKEY. 


GARNETT’S Mountain, March 26, 1864—5 p. m. 
Major-General Newton, and 
CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, 
Army of the Potomac : 
No change to-day. Small party of enemy’s cavalry on, scout to- 
ward Thoroughfare Mountain have returned. 
CASTLE, 


Signal Officer. 


Stony Mountain, March 26 1864. 
Captain Norton, 
Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac: 
All quiet. Small party of the enemy are at work between Raccoon 
and Somerville Fords. 
TAYLOR, 


Captain and Signal Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, 
March 26, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac : 
GENERAL: It has always appeared to me that the prescribed sys- 
tem of four lines of pickets was complicated. The three lines as 
originally established—the pickets, the support, the reserve—seemed 
sufficient. Ifind that in the divisions of the late Third Corps neither 
system is followed, and that the picket duty is very badly performed. 
[If the major-general commanding wishes to revise the system I 
would suggest that it be done now. I will send the report of the 
sorps officer of the day to-day merely to show the condition of the 
picket-line of the divisions lately assigned to me, as I have found it. 
[ would suggest also that an order be issued from army headquar- 
fers re-establishing the picket-line, in order, if practicable, that the 
oickets of the divisions of this corps may form one continuous line. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK, 
Major-General, Commanding Second Corps. 


| 
| 
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{Inclosure. ] | 


Hpers. TwenvTietH MassacHusetts, March 25, 1864. | 


Lieutenant-Colonel WALKER, >| 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Second Corps : | 
CoLONEL : I have the honor to make the following report for my) 
tour of duty of corps officer of the day on the 24th and 25th instant :; 
I had only time and strength to visit the picket of the two divis-} 
ions of the late Third Corps, just assigned to this command. ‘The! 
condition of these lines was infamous, as bad as the picket duty on} 
the Potomac three years ago. I did not attempt to improve things, | 
however, because my efforts against an evil so universal would have: 
seemed so puny as to have been merely laughed at. Besides, I had 
not time to inform, only to explain, the distance being between 30) 
and 40 miles, and much of the way very heavy. | 

The Second Division connects on the left with this old corps some | 
distance in front, by Stevensburg. Extending between 3 and 4 miles, | 
its right joins the left of the First Corps in front of Pony Mountain, | 
passing the interval filled by the First Corps and the Third Division | 
of the late Third Corps; the left of the First Division of the late | 
Third Corps, connecting with the Third Division, rests on the Sperry- | 
ville pike about 5 miles out of Culpeper and directly in front of | 
Stone-House Mountain, and extending some 3 miles joins on the 
right of the Sixth Corps. 

In neither of the two divisions was there a single post or support | 
which turned out under arms at my approach. The officers had 
never heard of such a thing. One or two sentinels saluted, but in- 
correctly. In the Second Division, with the exception of the Massa- 
chusetts regiments, most of the officers were evidently careless, 
indifferent, and ignorant. The first officer on the left was unaware 
what corps his pickets connected with. Most of the officers knew 
nothing beyond their immediate right and left. Hardly one knew 
whether there was a grand reserve to the line or not. I could find | 
no officer of the day. Theré was no officer in command of the whole | 
line. There were no supports and no reserves. _ There was but a | 
single line of posts of sometimes 6 and sometimes 9 men, each throw- | 
ing out one sentinel in front, who is relieved each two hours, and in | 
several cases enjoying a regular brush hut or shelter with a fire. 

In this Second Division line there were nearly 700 men, who are | 
relieved every three days. The condition of the First Division line | 
was better in this respect, that each brigade picket had a support, — 
though there was no grand reserve; that the officers were more 
wide-awake and knew their connections better; that there was a 
captain in command of the whole and an officer of the day, but in 
other particulars, like that of the Second Division, bad enough. This 
line consists of almost 400 men, relieved every three days. 

Iam, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Bow ABBOTT 
Major Twentieth Massachusetts. 


GENERAL ORDERS,| HEADQUARTERS SIxtH ARMY CoRPs, 
No. 14. j March 26, 1864. 
I. The Third Division (Prince’s), Sixth Corps, will be reorganized 
to consist of two brigades, as follows. 
First Brigade to be composed of the One hundred and sixth and 
One hundred and fifty-first New York Volunteers, Fourteenth New 


7 
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Jersey Volunteers, Tenth Vermont Volunteers, and Kighty-seventh 
Bootsy ivania Volunteers, to be commanded by Brig. Gen. W. H. 
Morris. 

Second Brigade, One hundred and tenth, One hundred and twenty- 
second, and One hundred and twenty-sixth Ohio Volunteers, Sixty- 
seventh and One hundred and thirty-eighth Pennsylvania Volun- 
teers, and Sixth Maryland Volunteers, to be commanded by Brig. 
Gen. D. A. Russell. 

The general staff officers of the Third Brigade, broken up by this 
order, will turn over the public property for which they are account- 
able to the proper staff officers of the other brigades of the division, 
and will report in person at these headquarters for assignment. 

II. All enlisted men with the Third Division belonging to regi- 
ments serving with other divisions will be relieved and ordered to 
rejoin their regiments. 

III. Brig. Gen. D. A. Russell is assigned to the command of the 
Second Brigade, Third Division, and will report to Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Prince. 

By command of Major-General Sedgwick : 
M. T. McMAHON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. CavaLtry Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 

March 26, 1864. 

Brigadier-General MERRITT, 
Commanding First Cavalry Division, Culpeper, Va.: 

By direction from headquarters Army of the Potomac, you will at 
once establish your headquarters outside of Culpeper, and all officers 
of your command now quartered in Culpeper will join their appro- 
priate commands. : 

By order of Brigadier-General Gregg, commanding corps : 

EK. B. PARSONS, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 26, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KILPATRICK, 
Commanding Third Cavalry Division, Stevensburg: 
The general commanding the corps directs me to inform you that 
the detachment of your command cannot be withdrawn from Grove 
Church unless you relieve it with other cavalry. 


Very resnectfully, 
E. B. PARSONS, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., March 26, 1864. 
Governor BorEMAN, Wheeling, W. Va.: 

I find it necessary to concentrate the Eleventh Virginia Infantry 
on some important point between Parkersburg and Clarksburg to 
make our lines more secure. The companies of the Kleventh are now 
scattered in Braxton County, at Weston, Glenville, Wirt County, 
Parkersburg, Ravenswood, and Barboursville. These positions must 
be evacuated, with the exception of Parkersburg, where two com- 


, 
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panies of the Sixth will be sent, who are now at Bulltown. I respect-+§: 
tully notify you of this arrangement, and would like to know whether 
you can in some way protect the places to be evacuated against bush 
whackers, while I will try to prevent the enemy from making raids, 
against that section of the country lying between Baltimore and Ohia§, 
Railroad and Elk River. 

F. SIGEL, 


Major-General. 


——— 


. CUMBERLAND, Mp., March 26, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 

Commanding First Division, Harper's Ferry : 

You may withdraw your troops from Martinsburg on Monday,}\ 

with the exception of so much infantry as is necessary to act as pro-) 

vost guard and for guarding quartermaster and commissary stores, 

in the city. Notify General Averell. | 

F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


| 

| 

CUMBERLAND, Mp., March 26, 1864. | 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, | 
Commanding First Division, Harper's Ferry: | 

Please direct Major Merriam, Fifth New York Heavy Artillery, to| 
send me, through your headquarters, immediately, a brief written | 
report in regard to the intrenchments of Harper’s Ferry, stating the 
following: 

First. How many forts, where situated, how named, how many | 
guns, and what kind in each; also how many men in each fort, | 
and whether artillery or infantry. 

Second. The best ways and means to complete the intrenchments, | 
so that at least 5,000 infantry, with their stores, can find protection | 
within the forts and rifle-pits. .| 

Third. Whether Bolivar Heights are sufficiently fortified or 
whether the intrenchments should be enlarged on those heights and | 
made bomb-proof. 

Fourth. Whether a sufficient amount of ammunition is now on | 
hand for the pieces in position, and whether the necessary requisi- 
tions have been or will be made. 

This report to be sent in within three or four days after receipt of 


this telegram. 
; F. SIGEL, 


Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., March 26, 1 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, aie 
Commanding Cavalry Diision, Martinsburg: 


Select six regiments from those you have now under your - 
mand, including the First New ae Volunteers, to ie see Bere 
and send the others to this place. The cavalry now here must be 
sent west. You may select between the Fifteenth New York, sta- 
tioned at Burlington, and mounted and well armed, and the First 
Virginia. I would prefer tosend the First Virginia west, as they 
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ire better acquainted with the country. If you wish to keep the 
wenty-second Pennsylvania, I will order the Ringgold Battalion 
‘0 join them. I have applied for more cavalry, and will re-enforce 
you as soon as possible. Please report what regiments you have 


selected. 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General, 


: HaLutown, March 26, 1864, 
Capt. WiLL RUMSEY, . 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


The infantry pickets have been withdrawn this afternoon without 
my knowledge. I will re-establish the line to-night, if possible. 
BR. BPAY ROR, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., March 26, 1864. 
Brigadier-General DUFFI&, 
Charleston, Kanawha: 

The general commanding the department directs that you imme- 
diately prepare one regiment of infantry, about one-third of your 
available cavalry, and two pieces of artillery, to occupy some point 
as an advanced corps of observation. As little baggage and as few 
wagons as possible must be taken. Telegraph when the troops will 
be about ready to move. 

By order of Major-General Sigel : ‘ 

T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hors. 3RD. BrIG., 2D Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
. Clarksburg, W. Va., March 26, 1864. 


Capt. THAYER MELVIN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of West Virginia, Cumberland, Md.: 

Caprain: The following is the substance of a communication re- 
seived from Capt. William Hall, Rowlesburg, viz: On the 19th 
nstant ‘a party of 8 rebels belonging to Imboden’s command came 
nto Tucker County and robbed David Wheeler’s store and stole sev- 
ral horses. Lieutenant Gallion, Sixth Virginia Infantry, followed 
them, and also sent word to Captain Lambert, State scout service. 
Che latter started his men for the Links and came up with the rebel 
squad on Sunday night, 20th instant, and took them by surprise, 
<illing 3, taking 2 of them prisoners, recapturing the store goods and 9 
1orses. The prisoners are named Weed and Taylor Chinoworth. 
Weed says that Imboden had sent 11 of them across the mountain to 
sapture a wagon train between Webster and Beverly. They concealed 
shemselves within 20 yards of the road, 15 miles from Beverly, but the 
rain was strongly guarded and they did not attack it. They were 
nformed that a train of five wagons had gone to Beverly without a 
ruard and they waited one day for its return, but it did not come. 
[hey then started backs The squad divided, and one part of it 
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robbed Wheeler’s store. Weed says that Imboden is in the valleyij) 
with 1,500 men and one battery, and the horses are in good condi} 
tion. Captain Lambert took the prisoners to Wheeling last night, , 
24th instant. i 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
N. WILKINSON, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Hpors. ARMY AND District of NoRTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., March 26, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 


Comdg. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to state that I have just received a} 


communication from General Wessells, commanding Sub-district | 
of the Albémarle, of the 24th. He writes: 


T can get no accurate information as to the force of the enemy above; some say | 
fifteen regiments and others say 15,000. It is impossible to arrive at the truth at | 
present, but the indications are certainly threatening. There are three indications | 
worthy of notice, viz, closing the lines above, moving the torpedoes near Williams- 
ton, and the absence of river obstructions near Fort Branch. 

Four North Carolina soldiers, who deserted in disgust the rebel camp at Danville, 
have just arrived. They state that three regiments of infantry had just arrived at 
Tarborough from Weldon, and that some 4,000 were at Greenville. The talk was of | 
an intended movement on Washington and New Berne. | 

j 
| 


Mr. Clang came in from Columbia via Goldsborough; belongs to the secret order ; 
was informed by loyal men at Goldsborough that New Berne would be attacked, 
and that the iron-clad was about ready. 


I have sent your dispatches to General Wessells for his views, after 
conferring with Commander Flusser. He will have some later ad- 
vice touching the amount of force and the position of the iron-clad. 
I feel entirely sanguine that the iron-clad in the Roanoke will be | 
destroyed if she attacks Plymouth. | 

| 
| 


Tinclose the latest rebel papers. Recently but very few have 
reached our lines. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NortH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., March 26, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. Butusr, 
Comdg. Dept. of Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, Va. : 

GENERAL: I had the honor to mail you this day certain extracts 
from a communication of Brigadier-General Wessells, dated 24th, 
in respect to the rebel iron-clad and operations of the enemy above 
Plymouth. Commander Davenport has just placed in my hands a 
dispatch from Commander Flusser, U. 8. Navy, a copy of which will 
be found on the next page for your information. He would send 
the Tacony now, but the others, as he says, are mere shells. If the 
next news is of the same character he will dispatch her, because I can 
temporarily dispense with her, since the 100-pounder rifle is in posi- 


tion at the battery at the termination of the crémaillére line on the 
right flank. é 


vay 
y 
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i U. S. STEAMER MIAMI, 
Plymouth, N. C., March 24, 1864. 
Commander H. K. DAVENPORT, 
Senior Naval Officer, Sounds of N.C., U. S. S. Hetzel, New Berne: 


Sir: I have information to-day, which would seem to be reliable, to the effect 

_ that the iron-clad on this river is at Hamilton, and that the rebels are removing 

or have removed the torpedoes they had placed in the river below Williamston. 

It is also stated their boat is 80 feet long, and, something more serious, that her 
armor is 44 inches instead of 3 as formerly represented. 

We should have the guns for the Southfield immediately, as we do not know 
when we will be attacked. The land force (rebel) near us has been lately increased . 
and their lines closed, to prevent information reaching us. I think we may expect 
an early attack. Please send the Southfield’s guns at once. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. W. FLUSSER, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 


Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


JOHN J. PECK, 
Majors General. 


Hpars. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., March 26, 1864. 


Commander H. K. DAVENPORT, 
. Senior Naval Officer, Sounds of N. C., U. S. S. Hetzel: 


CoMMANDER: I have inclosed the copy of Commander Flusser’s , 
note of the 24th respecting the rebel iron-clad and anticipated attack 
upon Plymouth, which you left with me for the information of Gen- 
eral Butler, commanding the department. 

In view of the fact that the Southfield needs a 100-pounder rifle, 
having burst hers in extricating the Bombshell, I regret that it is 
not in my power to send you temporarily another gun. The army 
in North Carolina has but six, one at Plymouth, one at Hatteras, 
two at Macon, and two at New Berne. While there is an abundance 
of old guns, there are but seven rifles which can produce any effect 
upon the two iron-clads, which may be expected down the rivers at 
anytime. This change in the mode of attack on the part of the rebels 
necessitates a call for more heavy rifles. I have applied for three 100- 
pounders, in order that I may have them for contingencies, such as 
bursting and being dismounted. Should the iron-clads get into the 

‘sound Hatteras and Roanoke will require them. , 
In conclusion, I desire to thank you for the prompt tender of the 
Tacony for service at Plymouth. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK. 
Major-General. 


Pony Mountain, March 27, 1864—5.30 p. m. 
Captain NORTON: 


All quiet. The enemy have covered with brush the guns reported 
yesterday at Somerville Ford, Very hazy in direction of the river. 
; : McCLOSKEY, 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpars. ARMIES OF THE U. &., > 
No. 5. In Field, Culpeper C. H., Va., March 27, 1864. 
I. Brig. Gen. George Crook, U. 8. Volunteers, accompanied by, 
his personal aide-de-camp, First Lieut. J. N. Patton, Thirty-sixth) 
Ohio Infantry Volunteers, will report in person to these headquar 1 | 
ters for a personal interview with the lieutenant-general command-; 
ing, after which he will return to his command at Charleston, W. 
a, 
* * * * * * * 
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant : 
T. S. BOWERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


| 
] 


Tye STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, EXECUTIVE DEPT., 
é Wheeling, March 27, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. F. SIGEL: 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 26th instant has been received, in | 
which you say that you “‘ find it necessary to concentrate the Eleventh , 
Virginia Infantry on some important point between Parkersburg and | 
Clarksburg to make our lines more secure.” I further understand 
from your letter that it is your purpose to withdraw the troops now | 
stationed at Bulltown, Weston, Glenville, &c. | 

If I am to understand that it is your purpose to concentrate these | 
troops at some point on the railroad, then your proposition amounts 
to an evacuation of all that part of the State east of the railroad, and 
between Beverly and the mouth of Gauley River. This, in my opin- 
ion, may prove very disastrous, as there are several mountain passes 
between the two last-mentioned points through which the enemy can | 
approach the interior of the State, and which it will be very difficult | 
to prevent by a force stationed on the railroad, and, moreover, it will 
probably lead to an abandonment of a large and valuable section of | 
the State by many of our best and most loyal citizens. As the troops | 
are stationed now, the public mind in the region spoken of is growing | 
feverish and very much excited as the spring opens, as you may have | 
seen from a letter of E. M. Tunstill, of Weston, sent you by me a | 
few days since, which is only one of the many letters on the same | 
subject that I am receiving almost daily. If the troops are with-— 
drawn to the railroad there will soon be no civil organization in any 
county east of that road, as no man would be safe in holding office in 
any of those counties. As matters now stand, officers are frequently 
captured and carried off to Richmond. It would be much worse if 
the military between them and the enemy should be withdrawn. 
Understanding your proposition as I do, I feel it my duty to say 
frankly that 1t will be impossible for me to protect the country 
which you are about to evacuate. If, however, I am mistaken, and 
it is your purpose to station troops between Beverly and the mouth 
of Gauley, so as to prevent the incursions of the enemy, then the 
LAE may be protected against bushwhackers by State organiza- 

ions. 
Very respectfully, 


A. I, BOREMAN, 
Governor, 
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Hpgrs. Cavautry Div., Dept. of West VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, March 27, 1864. 
Major-General SIGEL, 
Commanding Department, Cumberland : 

The road hence to Cherry Run is not always reliable. Back Creek 
is also frequently an obstacle. The river at Cherry Run is about 
the same as at Williamsport. I have sent an officer to examine the 
route via McCoy’s Ferry. The road via Williamsport is always re- 


liable, if bridge be so. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


The river at McCoy’s Ferry is 800 feet wide; no flat on either side. 
On left bank road runs under canal, gentle ascent. The approach 
on this side is through a gorge covered one-fourth of a mile with 
cedar timber ; on left hand, mountain precipitous and inaccessible ; 
right hand, wooded hill. From what I can learn, good position for 
tétes-de-pont. Good country road from hence there, over 12 miles. 


Will write to-morrow. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 


Five companies Twenty-second Pennsylvania Cavalry, under Col-. 
onel Higgins, unarmed, dismounted, and unequipped, have reported 
here. If the Twenty-second is to belong to my division I request - 
that the balance of the regiment, which is the Ringgold Battalion, 
be ordered here; if not, that orders from department headquarters 
may be received for the five companies here. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


ooo 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA., March 27, 1864. 


Col. GEorGE D. WELLS: 

You will move with your command, leaving only details for pro- 
vost duty and guards for quartermaster and commissary stores, re- 

orting in person on your arrival. The detail remaining at Martins- 
ie will be taken from the One hundred and twenty-third Ohio 
Infantry. You are expected to leave Martinsburg by Tuesday morn- 
ing. Your command will march, camp and garrison equipage to be 
hauled in wagons. Notify General Averell of this order. 

J.C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, March 27, 1864. 


Brigadier-General DUFFIE, 
Charleston, Kanawha : 
The troops ordered to be ready for an expedition will occupy Sum- 
merville, but it must be done so that the enemy, if near there, shall 
not become aware of the movement before it is executed, or at its 
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at the o peared oe except the necessary scouting parties. Tha 
object of this movement is to get reliable news about the enemy 11 
the direction of Lewisburg and Princeton. The troops will remair' 
there as a corps of observation as long as no strong forces are sent 
against them, and as long as their lines of retreat are not in dan, 
ger, or your whole position attacked. I leave it to you to ariel 
the details of this movement according to your discretion, and tcp 
make such modifications in regard to the regiment selected as eh | 
think proper. Make your preparations well, and move as soon as 
you are perfectly ready ee all your instructions well understood. 
The troops must be kept in strict discipline and perfect order on the 
march. If there is an opportunity they shall arrest at Summer- 
ville or vicinity 7 ie tga rebel citizens, and send them to Charles- 
ton as hostages for some Union citizens taken here by rebel guerrillas, | 
Please acknowledge receipt of this. | 
F. SIGEL, | 
Major-General. 


i 
j 
CHARLESTON, W. Va., March 27, 1864—11 p. m. 

Major-General SIGEL, 
Cumberland, Md. : | 

Your telegram is just received. Troops will start to-morrow at| 
daybreak. ‘Two companies of my cavalry returned from an expedi-| 
tion toward Wayne County, capturing 13 prisoners and a rebel mail. | 
Rebel prisoners from the Twenty-second Virginia (rebel) Infantry, | 
who were captured yesterday on the road to Lewisburg, report no| 
enemy at Lewisburg. Will you please order the balance of the} 
Third Virginia Cavalry to report here? Can I soon get horses for | 


my command ? ‘5 
Aw N: DUFFERIN: 
General, Commanding. 


| 
ue | 
GENERAL ORDERS, | WAR DeEpT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, | 
No. 121. i Washington, March 27, 1864. | 
All furloughed men of the Ninth Army Corps will, at the expira- 
tion of their furloughs, rendezvous at Annapolis, Md. Department 

and other commanders will facilitate the execution of this order. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant: 
EK. D: TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


| 
| 
| 


In FIELD, CULPEPER CourRt-Housz, Va., 


March 28, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HaLukcr, a 
Washington, D. C.: 

The batteries called for by General Burnside had better be fur- 
nished in the way you suggest—that is, to assign them to his corps, 
but leave them where they now are until the corps is moved into the 
ae ig emer ee be si directly to the point where the 
will be wanted. he order drafted by you is herewith returne 
with the request that it he published, ben OTL, oa 
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~ Ihave ordered General W. F. Smith to report to me in Washing- 
ton City on Thursday next. This order is given with the view of, 
having him assigned to the command of the Tenth Army Corps. I 
do not care, however, about the order being made assigning him 
until after he reports. 

I think General Wilson should be relieved from duty in the Cav- 
alry Bureau as soon as it is possible to find an officer to succeed him. 
I cannot suggest an officer to take his place, 

In the campaign which it is desirable to commence as soon as our 
veterans return it 1s important to have some one near Banks, who 
can issue orders to him and see that they are obeyed. This will be 
specially important if a move is made against Mobile, as I now cal- 
culate upon. How to effect this I do not see unless all the territory 
embraced in the Departments of the Missouri, Kansas, Arkansas, 
and the Gulf are formed into a military division. Who to place in 
command of it Ido not know. Of the four department commanders 
Steele would be by far the best, and would do very well. He has not 
eot with him, however, a single general officer whom I would like to 
trust alone with a command. The best suggestion I could make 
would be to promote Dodge for Steele’s command. I wish you would 
think of this matter and give me your views. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Lneutenant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) WaArR DeEpt., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No, 129. Washington, March 28, 1864. 
Sa y * % * * * * 
29. Maj. Gen. C. C. Washburn, U. 8. Volunteers, is hereby tem- 
porarily assigned to the command of the post of Annapolis, Md. 
Bd * *k * * * * 


37. Brig. Gen. J. C. Caldwell, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby detailed 
1s a member of the military commission now in session in this city, 
sonvened by Special Orders, No. 53, of February 2, 1863, from this 
office. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 28, 1864—11.05 p. m. 


Brig. Gen. H. W. BENHAM: 


The commanding general directs that the Fiftieth New York En- 
yineers join the engineer camp near Rappahannock Station, with as 
ittle delay as practicable. If there are men in this regiment that 
you think it necessary to detain for special service at the depot you 
ire authorized to retain such men. Please acknowledge. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


48 R R—VOL XXXIII 
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Stony Mountain, March 28, 1864, | 
Captain NorTOoN, 
Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac : 
A party of the enemy, numbering between 100 and _200, is intrenck 
ing itself on the heights a little below Somerville Ford. All quie 
TAYLOR, 
Signal Officer. 


{ 
i 


t 


(Copy to General Hancock.) 


| 
| 
| 
| 


GARNETT’S MountAIN, March 28, 1864—4 p. m. 


Major-General WARREN, and 
CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, Army of the Potomac : 
The enemy are more active to-day. Inspections of regiments anq 
one brigadereviewed. Nomovements. Regular cannonading hears 
west-southwest during the day; target practice, I think. 
CASTLE, 
Signal Officer. | 


Stony Mountain, March 28, 1864—5.30 p. m 
Captain NORTON : 


Enemy still at work as reported this a.m. All quiet. 
TAYLOR. 


| 

| 

| 

| 

GENERAL aa Hp@rs. DEPT. OF THE SUSQUEHANNA, 

No. 22. Chambersburg, Pa., March 28, 1864. 

I. In obedience to paragraph 31, Special Orders, No. 125, Waj 

Department, March 23, 1864, Capt. J. H. Gilman, commissary 0} 

subsistence, U. 8. Army, is hereby relieved from duty as chief com 

missary of subsistence of the Department‘of the Susquehanna. 

II. Capt. Brownell Granger, commissary of subsistence, U. 8. Vol} 

unteers, 1s hereby assigned to duty as chief commissary of subsist) 

ence of the Department of the Susquehanna. 
By command of Major-General Couch : 

JOHN 8. SCHULTZE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., March 28, 1864. . 

(Received 2.50 p. m.) 

ADJUTANT-GENERAL OF THE ARMY, 
War Department, Washington: | 
General Duffié, commanding at Charleston, Kanawha, during the 
absence of General Crook, reports: ' 
Two companies of my cavalry returned from an expedition toward Wayne County 
capturing 13 prisoners and a rebel mail. Rebel prisoners from the Twenty-seconé 


Virginia (rebel) Infantry, who were captured yesterday on the road to Lewisburg. 
report no enemy at Lewisburg. | 


| 


A. N. DUFFIE, 
General, Commanding. 


Colonel Moor, commanding at Beverly, reports that 70 women and 
children were sent with a flag of truce into his lines by order of 
General Echols, commanding the Confederate troops in that region. 
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Further report will be made in regard to this matter. He also re-- 
ports the capture of a rebel spy. One of-our infantry scouting par- 

ties of 23 men sent out from Sir John’s Run to Bloomery Gap on 

Great Cacapon River, Hampshire County, met 70 of Gilmor’s cavalry, 

fought and repulsed them, killed 3 and wounded 4; they also made 

2 lieutenants and 1 man prisoners. 

F. SIGEL, 


Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, March 28, 1864. 

Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 

Commanding Division, Harper’s Ferry: 

_ From information received, I am compelled to detach a consider- 
able portion of cavalry from the command of General Averell. I 
wish, therefore, that you reduce your forces guarding the railroad, 
especially between Harper’s Ferry and Martinsburg, to a minimum, 
inasmuch as General Averell guards this line in front with his cav- 
alry. The garrisonat Harper’s Ferry must be restricted to the artil- 
lery in the forts and such infantry as can be stationed within the 
intrenchments and protect the pieces in position. This will enable 
you to leave one or two regiments and the battery of Lieutenant 
Du Pont at Martinsburg for the present to prevent a strong force of 
the enemy’s cavalry dislodging General Averell’s command at Mar- 
tinsburg. This will be only necessary for a very short time, until 
the pontoons ordered to Williamsport will have arrived there and 
Beet secure a safe line of communication and retreat to the troops at 
Martinsburg. In any emergency I will immediately telegraph to 
Washington to have you re-enforced. I hope that you will do every- 
thing you can to comply with these instructions to meet the present 


emergency. einen 
. FA ta, 
Major-General. 


Hpagrs. First Div., DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., March 28, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 
- In answer to your letter of date March 24, inquiring whether, in 
my judgment, one or more batteries can hereafter be spared from 
my command should they be needed elsewhere, I will reply that, 
two batteries can well be spared, viz, Seventeenth Indiana Battery, 
Captain Miner ; Thirtieth New York Independent Battery, Captain 
von Kleiser. 
I am, very respectfully, &c., 
; Joe ms ULV AN, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., March 28, 1864. 

Colonel MULLIGAN, 
Commanding Division, New Creek: 

The general commanding department directs that you order the 

Rleventh Virginia to concentrate immediately at Bulltown, The 


receive further orders in regard to the position it has to take. The; 
companies of the Sixth Virginia now at Bulltown will report to Col-} 
onel Wilkinson as soon as they are relieved by an equal number of 
companies of the Eleventh Virginia. You will direct Colonel Wil-| 
kinson to make his arrangements so that the Sixth Virginia Regi- 
ment shall guard the railroad fyom Parkersburg to Oakland, and/ 
that the Eleventh Virginia will march forthwith. | 

By order of Maj. Gen. F. Sigel: 

T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SS 


{ 
| 
| 
| 
Hpgrs. TutrD Div., Dept. of WEST VIRGINIA, | 
Charleston, W. Va., March 28, 1864. | 

Maj. Gen. F. SIGEL, 
i 


Commanding Department of West Virginia: 

Sir: I think it is my duty to make you the following report con-' 
cerning sending troops to Summerville as a corps of observation : 

First. The troops at Fayetteville, consisting of three regiments of | 
infantry and one battery of artillery, can fully fulfill the duties re- 
quired by you. 

Second. My cavalry is constantly moving on the roads leading to 
Princeton and Lewisburg, and I always by so doing shall be aware 
of any movements of the enemy. My scouts and spies are con- 
stantly out. — 

Third. The distance from Fayetteville to. Princeton is shorter 
than the distance from Summerville. If I have to occupy the place 
assigned by you (Summerville) I shall require that more infantry | 
and cavalry be sent here, for in case of an attack, my troops being} 
already much scattered throughout the country, it will require for | 
their concentration more than three days. I do not, general, make |} 
any objection to order, which orders shall always be fulfilled with | 
promptness and faithfulness, but it isa mere statement that I sub- 
mit to you for your approval or disapproval. Troops have started | 
and will carry out strictly your orders. | 

The roads leading to Summerville have been heavily blockaded, 
and now are, so they are nearly impracticable for wagons, and I posi- 
tively fear nothing from the enemy on this side of the Gauley River. 

I shall beg of you to forward to me without delay the arms and 
horses required to place this command efficient for field duties. / 

I am, general, very respectfully, yours, z | 
A, Ny. DURFEE 
General, Commanding. 


Ga l 


Hpagrs. DEPT. oF VIRGINIA AND NortH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, March 28, 1864. 
Hon. KE. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War: 
_ Str: When Colonel Streight was here I had conversation with him 
in regard to the transfer of himself and regiment to this depart- 
ment, The long residence of himself and officers in Richmond and 
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hen / 
their knowledge of the city will render them invaluable here at 
some day, which I hope is not far distant. May I ask that Colonel 
Streight’s regiment be sent here ? 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL HECKMAN’S HEADQUARTERS, 
March 28, 1864. 
Colonel KEESE: 

Four boat-loads of the enemy have landed at Crum’s Point and 
driven our pickets away. You will order Cole’s cavalry to proceed - 
in that direction immediately, and the Fifth Pennsylvania will re- 
port to you as soon as they can arrive there. 

C. A. HECKMAN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) WAR Dept., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 126. Washington, March 29, 1864. 


The following officers areannounced as of the staff of Lieutenant- 
General Grant : 

- Lieut. Col. C. B. Comstock, senior aide-de-camp, with the rank o 
lieutenant-colonel. 

Lieut. Col. O. E. Babcock and Maj. F. T. Dent, Fourth U. 8. In- 
fantry, aides-de-camp, with the rank of leutenant-colonel. 

Lieut. Col. W. L. Duff, Second Illinois Artillery, assistant in- 
spector-general. \ 

Maj. W. R. Rowley, aide-de-camp, and Capt. Adam Badeau, ad- 
ditional aide-de-camp, private secretaries, with the rank of leuten- 
ant-colonel. 

By order of the Secretary of War: . 

EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Wark Dept., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No; 131. Washington, March 29, 1864. 


' 66. Paragraph 29 of Special Orders No. 129, March 28, 1864, from 
this office, is hereby revoked, and the following substituted : 

Maj. Gen. C. C. Washburn, U. 8. Volunteers, will at once repair 
to Annapolis, Md., and report to Major-General Burnside, U. 8. 
Volunteers, for assignment to duty, to command a division of the 
Ninth Army Corps. 


* * * * * * * 


By order of the Secretary of War : 
H. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


758 OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA,  [Cuap. XLV} 


SpecraL ORDERS,) Hpagrs. ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
No. 6. ( In Field, Culpeper C. H., Va., March 29, 1864. 


*k * * * * * * 


II. Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord, U.S. Volunteers, will report in persor) 
to Maj. Gen. F. Sigel, commanding Department of West Virginia 
for duty. ’ 
The Quartermaster’s Department at Washington, D. C., will fur'y 
nish transportation for his horses. 
+ * * K * P * * 


By command of Lieutenant-General Grant : 
T. S. BOWERS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


In FIELD, CULPEPER CouRT-HOUSE, VA., 
March 29, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. H. O. C. ORD, 
Commanding Kxpedition, Culpeper Court-House, Va. : 


In the expedition to start from Beverly, Va., and which you have 
been selected to command, the main object will be to destroy the} 
East Tennessee and Virginia Railroad, so that it can be of no further’ 
use to the enemy during the rebellion. Anything else that can bey 
accomplished in the way of destroying what may be made useful by) 
the enemy in prolonging the war will be well. Unless something} 
should transpire to change present plans, you will move, when 
directed to do so, by the most practicable route to Covington, Va. ; 
thence to the easiest point of access on the railroad above alluded to. 
General Crook will move about the same time from Charleston, Va., 
striking for Saltville, and will work eastward from that point to form| 
a junction with you. You may find it necessary to fall back from) 
the line of the railroad to your former base, either in consequence of] 
the difficulty of procuring supplies or by the movements of the enemy, | 
especially Longstreet’s or Breckinridge’s command. 

Not being able to communicate freely with either your department | 
commander or with these headquarters, the necessity of such a a, | 
you will have to be the judge of. However, as there will be an agg) 
vance attempted both east and west of you, it is expected you will 
find no difficulty in moving eastward to Lynchburg, and possibly, by 
subsisting upon the country for a time, establish a base of supplies: 
on the James River.. In case of this much success, you will make 
no backward movement, at least not without further orders. 

The iron-works at Fincastle are of much importance to the enemy 
whilst they hold the part of the State in which they are located. If, 
therefore, you find it necessary to fall back, and it is practicable to 
do so, destroy them beyond all repair. This is not given as positive 
official instructions, not being given through the department com- 
mander, but it is the substance of what I now think will be your 
instructions, sent in the proper time and in the proper manner, and 
is given in order to give you as much time as possible in obtaining a 
knowledge of the country in which you will have to operate. 

U. 8S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General, 
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{GENERAL ORDERS, } Hp@Rs. ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC, 
No. 12. ii March 29, 1864. 


I. The following extracts from the general orders governing the 
transfer of enlisted men from the military to the naval service of 
the United States are published for the information and guidance 
of this army: 

Section 7 of the act approved February 24, 1864, published in Gen- 
oa Orders, No. 91, War Department, March 4, 1864, provides as 
ollows: 


And any person now in the military service of the United States who shall fur- 
nish satisfactory proof that he is a mariner by vocation, or an able seaman, or 
ordinary seaman, may enlist into the Navy under such rules and regulations as may 
be prescribed by the President of the United States: Provided, That such enlist- 
ment shall not be for less than the unexpired term of his military service nor for 
less than one year. Amd the bounty money which any mariner, or seaman, or or- 
dinary seaman, enlisting from the Army into the Navy, may have received from 
the United States, or from the State in which he enlisted in the Army, shall be de- 
ducted from the prize money to which he may become entitled during the time 
required to complete his military service: And provided further, That the whole 
number of such transfer enlistments shall not exceed 10,000. 


The following regulations are prescribed by the President of the 
United States to carry this act into effect: 


The Secretary of the Navy designates the whole number, not exceeding 12,000, 
which it is desirable to have at each of the several naval stations fixed upon by 
him, as follows, viz: At Cairo, [ll., 1,000; at Boston, 2,000; at New York; 5,000; at 

Philadelphia, 3,000 ; at Baltimore, 1,000. 

To facilitate as much as possible the execution of the law above cited, it shall be 
the duty of every officer commanding a company, and of every officer commanding 
‘a recruiting rendezvous or depot, to forward all the applications made to him for 
transfer by seamen or ordinary seamen of his company or detachment, together 
with the proof that the applicants are mariners by vocation, or able or ordinary 
seamen, through the proper authorities to the headquarters of the army or depart- 
ment in which the company is serving, or in which the rendezvous or depot may 
be situated ; and he shall indicate in his report those of the applicants who. have 
‘served longest at sea, and whether in the merchant or naval service. Not less than 
two years’ sea service will constitute an ordinary seaman, and not less than four an 
able seaman ; and, in the absence of other proof, the applicant may be required to 
make oath as to the service he has seen at sea. 

Each commanding general of an army or department which has been required 
to furnish a quota for transfer to the Navy will at once designate one or more offi- 
cers, as may be required, to examine the applications and determine from them, 
according to the qualifications of the applicants and the number to be furnished, 
what men shall be transferred to the Navy. 

As fast as selections are made, the men selected for transfer will be sent to the 
designated stations in the most expeditious manner, under suitable conduct, and 
the officer in charge of each detachment will be furnished with complete descrip- 
tive lists, containing statements of the pay, bounty, and clothing received and due, 
‘which will be turned over with the men to the commandant of the station. 

Upon being accepted at the naval station, the men will be dropped from the rolls 
of their companies as transferred to the Navy by enlistment; but if rejected for 
-physical disability or for not having seen the prescribed sea service they will be 
‘sent back to their companies, and if guilty of fraud or misrepresentations in their 
‘applications the expense of transportation will be charged against their pay. 


Paragraph 2 of General Orders, No. 123, War Department, March 
23, 1864, is as follows: 


Every department and army commander will cause to be transferred as speedily 
as possible to the nearest naval station named in General Orders, No. 91, all enlisted 
men who desire to enlist in the Navy, and who fulfill the conditions required in 
General Orders, No. 91, without regard to the restriction in the said orders as to 
reduction of regiments and companies below the minimum organization, which 
restriction is removed, 


II. For the purpose of more fully and expeditiously carrying into 


| 
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effect the foregoing provisions, so far as this army is concerned, 
corps and other independent commanders will at once appoint a 
board of three officers, whose duty it shall be to examine into all ap-: 
plications for transfer to the Navy within their several commands, 
and who will make through the regular channels of military corre- 
spondence a daily report to these headquarters of all cases that meet} 
the foregoing requirements. Such report will give the names, com-} 
panies, and regiments of the applicants, together with all the facts) 
necessary to authorize a transfer, and the nature of the evidence in} 
support of the application. | 
By command of Major-General Meade : 


| 


S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 29, 1864. 
General S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: 

GENERAL: The following will be the organization of the artillery ' 
of this army under General Orders, No. 10, Army of the Potomac, | 
current series : 

Artillery Brigade, Second Corps, Col. J. C. Tidball, Fourth New | 
York Artillery, commanding: Hazard’s battery (B, First Rhode | 
Island Artillery), six light 12-pounders; Ames’ battery (G, First New | 
York Artillery), six light 12-pounders; Gilliss’ batteries (C and I, | 
Fifth (U. 8. Artillery), six light 12-pounders; Roder’s battery (K, | 
Fourth U. 8. Artillery), six light 12-pounders; Arnold’s battery (A, | 
First Rhode Island Artillery), six 3-inch rifles; Sleeper’s battery 
(Tenth Massachusetts), six 3-inch rifles; Ricketts’ battery (F, First | 
Pennsylvania Artillery), six 3-inch rifles; McKnight’s battery (Twelfth | 
New York), six 3-inch rifles. Total, eight batteries, forty-eight guns. | 

Artillery Brigade, Fifth Corps, Col. C.S. Wainwright, First New | 
York Artillery, commanding: Stewart’s battery (B, Fourth U. §. 
Artillery), six ight 12-pounders; Winslow’s battery (D, First New 
York Artillery), six light 12-pounders; Mink’s battery (H, First New 
York Artillery), six light 12-pounders; Martin’s battery (C, Massa- 
chusetts Artillery), six ight 12-pounders; Rittenhouse’s battery (D, . 
Fifth U. 8. Artillery), six 10-pounder Parrotts; Phillips’ battery (H, 
Massachusetts Artillery), six 3-inch rifles; Reynolds’ batteries (Hi and 
L, First New York Artillery), six 3-inch rifles ; Cooper’s battery (B, 
First Pennsylvania Artillery), six 3-inch rifles. Total, eight bat- 
teries, forty-eight guns. 

Artillery Brigade, Sixth Corps, Col. C. H. Tompkins, First Rhode 
Island Artillery, commanding : McKnight’s battery (M, Fifth U. 8S. 
Artillery), six light 12-pounders; McCartney’s battery (A, Massa- 
chusetts Artillery), six light 12-pounders ; Bucklyn’s battery (H, First 
Rhode Island Artillery), six light 12-pounders ; Harn’s battery (Third 
New York Independent), six light 12-pounders; Robinson’s battery 
(Fourth Maine), six 3-inch rifles; Waterman’s battery (C, First Rhode 
Island Artillery), six 10-pounder Parrotts; Adams’ battery (G, First 
Rhode Island), six 3-inch rifles; Cowan’s battery (First New York 
Independent), six 3-inch rifles. 

Artillery Reserve, Col. H. 8. Burton, Fifth U. 8. Artillery, com- 
manding: Brooker’s battery (B, First Connecticut Artillery), four 
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siege guns; Pratt’s battery (M, First Connecticut Artillery), four 
siege guns; Taft’s battery (Fifth New York Independent Artillery), 
six 20-pounder Parrotts ; Sheldon’s battery (B, First New York Artil- 
lery), four 10-pounder Parrotts; Hexamer’s battery (A, First New 
Jersey Artillery); Ewing’s battery (H, First Ohio Artillery), four 
3-inch rifles; Burton’s battery (Eleventh Independent New York 
four 3-inch rifles; Edgell’s battery (First New Hampshire a tinors)? 
four 3-inch rifles ; Barnes’ battery (C, First New York Artillery), four 
3-inch rifles; Stevens’ battery (Fifth Maine Artillery), four light 
12-pounders; Clark’s battery (B, First New Jersey Artillery), six 
light 12-pounders; Bigelow’s battery (Ninth Massachusetts), four 
light 12-pounders; Dow’s battery (Sixth Maine), six light 12-pound- 
ers; Hart’s battery (Fifteenth Independent New York), four light 
12-pounders ; Kakin’s battery (H, First U. S. ey four light 
12-pounders ; Fitzhugh’s battery (C, Fourth United States), four light 
12-pounders ; Barstow’s batteries (F and K, Third United States), 
four light 12-pounders. 

Horse Artillery.—First Brigade, Capt. J. M. Robertson, Second 

Artillery, commanding: Williston’s battery (D, Second U.S. Artil- 
lery), four light 12-pounders; Fuger’s battery (A, Fourth U.S. Artil- 
lery, four light 12-pounders; Heaton’s batteries (B and L, Second U. 
8. Artillery), six 3-inch rifles; Field’s battery (K, Fourth U.S. Artil- 
lery), four 38-inch rifles; Martin’s battery (Sixth New York Inde- 
pendent), six 3-inch rifles; Pennington’s battery (M, Second U. S. 
Artillery), six 3-inch rifles. , 
Second Brigade, Capt. A. M. Randol, First Artillery, command- 
ing: Von Michalowski’s battery (I, First U. 8. Artillery), four light 
12-pounders ; Dennison’s battery (G, Second U. S. Artillery), four 
light 12-pounders; Porter’s battery (K, First U. §. Artillery), four 
3-inch rifles; Kgan’s battery (K, First U.S. Artillery), six 3-inch rifles; 
Clarke’s battery (A, Second U. 8. Artillery), six 3-inch rifles ; Ran- 
som’s battery (C, Third U. 8. Artillery), six 3-inch rifles. 

Total Horse Artillery, twelve batteries, sixty guns; one brigade in 
Artillery Reserve, one with the cavalry. 

Two regiments of foot artillery, Fourth and Fifteenth New York, 
have reported for duty and will be assigned with the artillery bri- 
gades of corps, one to each corps, if another regiment is received ; 
if not, they will be distributed equally to the corps by battalions. 

The Sixth New York Foot Artillery is serving with the Artillery 
Reserve. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY J. HUNT, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Artillery. 


’ 


Stony MouNTAIN SIGNAL STATION, 
March 29, 1864—11 a. m. 
Major-General HANCOCK : 
Parties of the enemy are engaged this morning constructing two 
redoubts near Somerville Ford. All quiet. 
TAYLOR, 


Captain and Signal Officer. 


I have made arrangements to communicate to army headquarters 
by signal, if necessary. 


| 
i 
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ARLINGTON Houses, VA., March 29, 1864—10.30 a. m. | 
Col": TAYLOR, 
Headquarters, Washington, D. C. : 
I have the honor to forward a communication from Colonel Piper 
commanding Third Brigade, Fort Lyon, just received at these head! 
quarters. There is no cavalry in this division except on the extreme 
right—a detachment of the Thirteenth New York—and presume the 
they would not be likely to be in the position referred to by Colone} 
Piper, which is as follows: | 
Sir : My pickets reported on yesterday that a party of mounted men (about 15 ix 
number) were seen in a direction southwest from Fort Lyon and about half a mile 
distant. I presume this to have been a party of our cavalry, as it is hardly proba-. 

ble that a marauding party of the enemy would show themselves so publicly. 
respectfully request that I may be informed if we have any cavalry pickets in fron 

of my lines. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. PIPER, 
Colonel Tenth New York Artillery, Commanding Brigade. 


G. A. DE RUSSY, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 

; Cumberland, Md., March 29, 1864. 

Brigadier-General THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General U. S. Army, Washington : 


GENERAL: For the purpose of general information to the War 
Department and the general commanding the Army, I have the 
honor to submit the following report in regard to the strength, posi- 
tion, and condition of the troops in this department, with some addi- 
tional remarks pertaining to this subject : 
_ First. The Department of West Virginia extends from the Potomac: 
in the east to the Ohio and beyond the Kanawha in the west and 
southwest, and includes the whole line of the Baltimore railroad | 
from the Monocacy and Harper’s Ferry to Parkersburg and the! 
Northwestern Railroad from Grafton to Wheeling. These lines | 
must be protected, not only on account of their importance as public 
highways, but also on account of their importance and necessity as/ 
lines of communication and supplies for the Army of West Virginia. | 
To effect this, the larger maka of the troops belonging to this 
department are distributed from Monocacy to Fredericktown and 
Harper’s Ferry to Parkersburg and Wheeling. 

Second. The forces now present for duty and equipped, according 
to last tri-monthly report of 20th of March, are: Infantry, officers 
and men, 15,680; cavalry, officers and men, 5,441; artillery, officers 
and men, 2,276; total, 23,397. : 

F sahara AOE ORE nee ordered to the Potomac, about 1,000 
or duty and equipped, which would make an a 
and equipped 22,397. mec 

There are 118 pieces of artillery in this department ; of these, thirty 
are siege guns, and thirteen unmounted pieces in fixed positions. The 
eighty-six field pieces remaining are distributed as follows: With 
General Sullivan at Harper’s Ferry and Martinsburg, thirty pieces ; 
with Colonel Mulligan, dar ca pieces ; at Cumberlan New 
Creek, Burlington, and Greenland Gap, and at Clarksburg, with 
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General Crook, on the Kanawha, twenty-two pieces; with General 
Averell two batteries, twelve pieces, one of which, a battery of horse 
artillery, and stationed at Martinsburg ; the other a light battery, 
stationed at Beverly. 

Third. The forces mentioned are at present divided into three in- 
fantry divisions and one cavalry division. 

The First Division, under General Sullivan, occupies Harper’s 
Ferry, Martinsburg, Fredericktown, and the line of railroad from 
-Monocacy to Martinsburg and Sleepy Creek. 

_ The cavalry division of General Averell (formerly Fourth Divis- 
ion) is stationed near Martinsburg, with a line of outposts from the 
: Shenandoah to Back Creek, sending scouts and patrols for 30 miles 
to the west, southwest, and south. Two regiments of infantry at- 
tached to this division are stationed at Beverly, under command of 
Colonel Moor. 

The Second Division, Colonel Mulligan commanding, is scattered 
for the greater part on the railroad from Sleepy Creek, near Hancock, 
to Parkersburg, with advanced posts at Philippi, Buckhannon, Bull- 
town, Glenville, and Wirt Court-House. 

The Third Division, under Brigadier-General Crook, is distrib- 
uted in the Kanawha Valley, at Charleston, Fayetteville, Gauley 
Bridge and Barboursville. 

It is proper to remark that by far the greater part of these troops 
are in positions which they cannot evacuate without great danger 
to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. MHarper’s Ferry absorbs about 
5,000 men, of which one brigade has now been sent away, leaving six 
regiments of infantry in all at Harper’s Ferry and Martinsburg, and 
on the Baltimore railroad line from Monocacy to Sleepy Creek. 
Besides this, the Sixth Virginia Regiment (fourteen companies) was 
organized, as I am informed, under the proviso to guard and pro- 
tect the railroad, and as the railroad itself is absolutely necessary to 
us asa line of communication and supplies, it cannot be left totally 
unprotected during a concentration of our forces, because it would be 
left in the hands of a population which is for a great part disloyal, 
and would take opportunity to destroy it as soon as we withdraw our’ 
forces to any point of concentration. 

The troops in the Kanawha Valley form a special corps of defense 
and of observation, and cannot easily be united with the rest of our 
troops toresist an attack through the Shenandoah Valley, or through 
the region between the Shenandoah and the Alleghany Mountains. 

Fourth. Intrenchments.—There are many block-houses built and 
under construction, for the purpose of giving shelter and protection 
to the small detachments who guard the bridges and trestle-works 
on the railroad. There are also several points on the railroad where 
unmounted pieces have been brought into position, but this arrange- 
‘ment could not prevent the enemy from destroying the road as soon 
as he can reach it with a few hundred cavalrymen; and with the 
exception of Harper’s Ferry, the fortifications of which point are 
not complete and finished, there is not one point on the whole line 
of railroad to Parkersburg, a distance of over 300 miles, which is 

rotected by proper field-works and properly armed, so that it could 
Be regarded as a secure depot and base point from which we could 
operate into the interior without exposing it to the raids of the enemy. 

Cumberland, with its 8,000 inhabitants—the most ea city 
between Baltimore and Wheeling—is totally unprotected. 

New Creek, with its immense military store-houses, is very poorly 
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protected ; the same is the case with Grafton, Clarksburg, and Par. 
kersburg. Efforts have been made to intrench these places and tc 
disengage our foces there, but nothing of great consequence has 
been accomplished. A small fort is now under construction at Cum- 
berland, another at Clarksburg. | 
New Creek has one fort, which is well constructed, but partly; 
dilapidated, and only armed by an old iron 14-pounder and 
4-pounder. This fort, with its miserable armament, cannot prevent 
the enemy reaching the stores and destroying them ; it is also per- 
fectly commanded by the surrounding hills. At Beverly and Bull+ 
town intrenchments have been made for the small forces occupying 
these advanced positions. There is alsoa fort 10 miles from Charles- 
ton (Fort Piatt, on the Kanawha), and another fort at Fayetteville, | 
but these intrenchments must be abandoned as soon as the enemy 
moves in considerable force from Summerville and Braxton against} 
Charleston. The defense of the State, therefore, depends at this mo-: 
ment principally on the troops alone and their capability to move! 
and to fight. 
Fifth. The condition of many of the troops is poor, from the fact} 
that they have been lying still for a long time ; that they are scattered | 
by squads, companies, and regiments, and not united in brigades or 
divisions, and under the surveillance of their brigade and division | 
commanders. 
Brave as the soldiers may be individually, and with the exception | 
of a few well-drilled and well-disciplined regiments, they have be-| 
come loose and degenerated by inactivity and garrison life. They 
may be made soldiers, but at this moment they are very far from 
understanding their duties. The cavalry force within this depart- 
ment is a mixture of cavalry and mounted infantry. Their number 
is greatly weakened by their inefficiency. Scattered and scouting 
over hundreds of miles, in a mountainous region, they suffer in pro- | 
portion to the arduous duties they have to perform. | 
In the whole Department of West Virginia, between the Potomac | 
and the Ohio, there are now (according to last return) twelve cavalry | 
) 
| 
| 


‘regiments, four of them changed from infantry into mounted infan- 


try and cavalry. 

A. great portion of these forces are on duty in the eastern section 
of the country, between the Shenandoah and Cacapon Rivers. A 
weak regiment of mounted infantry, a regiment of cavalry, and a 
disorganized battalion of cavalry (Ringgold Battalion) are stationed 
between the upper Potomac and New Creek, two companies between 
New Creek and Parkersburg, an interval of 180 miles; the rest of 
the forces (three regiments) stationed in the Kanawha Valley. 

In case of a cavalry raid through the central part of the State, we 
would hardly have one cavalry regiment for a direct defense, while 
our infantry could not easily overtake and stop the attacking cavalry 
forces on account of their being too much scattered on the railroad 
me at distant points, as Beverly, Bulltown, Burlington, Greenland 

ap, &c. 

I do not venture to make detailed plans in regard to the best ways 
of defending the State in case of an attack, or to propose any move- — 
ments, as such plans would principally depend on the movements in 
other quarters; my object is simply to make higher authorities 
acquainted with the facts stated. 

I also take leave to inclose a letter* of Lieutenant-Colonel Froth- 


* Not found, 
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jngham in regard to the condition of the troops in this department, 
w he had a very good opportunity to make personal observations, 
vesides those made by myself. 
I will do the best I can under, the circumstances prevailing to 
make the troops efficient, to defend and strengthen my position, and 
to protect the people. 
I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


: as 


In FIELD, CULPEPER CouRT-Housgs, Va4., 
March 29, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. Franz SIGEL, 
Cumberland, Md. : 


My object in ordering General Crook here was with the view of 
learning from him the character of the country and roads in West 
Virginia, and to determine the practicability of ordering a co-opera- 
tive movement from your department, in connection with other 
movements which will take place from other departments. Whilst 
the long line of railroad you have to guard may require all the force 
you have, as opposing armies now stand, for a movement toward the 
enemy, it looks to me that. almost everything except a small force 
judiciously distributed for the protection of the most important 
bridges might be spared. I would direct, therefore, that you col- 
lect at Beverly all the force you can spare, not less than 8,000 in- 
fantry, three batteries of artillery, and 1,500 picked cavalry, to makea 
southward move. This force is to be exclusive of that now com- 
manded by General Crook. The concentration of this force at Bev- 
erly should commence at once, and when ready reported to me by 
telegraph. I will direct the date of their departare hereafter, and 
the point at which they will strike, making this movement simulta- 
neous and co-operative with movements e:sewhere. Troops should 
be required to travel as light as possible and to live off the country 
where it can be done. 

In this latter case, however, indiscriminate marauding should be 

avoided. Nothing should be taken not absolutely necessary for the 
troops, except when captured from an armed enemy. Impressments 
should all be made under orders from the commanding officer and 
by a disbursing officer. Receipts should be given for all property 
taken, so that the loyal may collect pay and the property be ac- 
counted for. 
_ Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord is ordered to report to you to be assigned to 
the command of this expedition. General Averell being acquainted 
with the country through which your forces will operate, I would 
suggest that he command the cavalry part of the expedition in per- 
son. Every facility should be given General Ord to accumulate at 
Beverly all the supplies and equipments needed by him. I would 
suppose that ten days’ supply for his command would be required, 
If you have a pontoon train that, too, might be wanted with the 
expedition. You will give your own directions in this matter, how- 
ever, and will no doubt see that the proper supply of war munitions, 
pioneer tools, &c., are sent. 

General Crook will be held in readiness to move at the same time 
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with General Ord, throwing his infantry south to hold the enemy 
from coming through the mountain gaps which they now hold, while 
with his cavalry, he marches his way through to the Kast Tennesse 
and Virginia Railroad and destroys it. His route probably shoulc 
be left to himself. After striking the road he should, however, move 
eastward, destroying the railroad as he moves, and join General 
Ord. Once united, this force will be sufficient to choose their o 
route and time for returning to their base, or for executing suc 
orders as may hereafter be given. . 
T have ordered two more regiments of cavalry to report at Charles 
ton, W. Va., and if I can, will order infantry to report for the pro- 
tection of the railroad. 1 do not see now where infantry is to come: 
from, but will keep it in mind if it can be got. 
U. 8. GRANT, 


Lieutenant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
; Cumberland, Md., March 29, 1864. 
Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 

CoLONEL: I have the honor to request that the Twentieth and | 
Twenty-first Regiments Pennsylvania Cavalry, now in the Depart- 
ment of the Susquehanna, may be ordered to report to me for duty 
in this department. | 

These regiments were originally six months’ troops, and served | 
nearly the whole of their time in this department; were ordered to | 
their State a short time before the expiration of such term to reor- 
ganize, and are now ready, as is understood, for active service in the 
field. Their former experience in this command would render their 
services more valuable than those of troops who have no acquaint- 
ance with the country in which they are to operate; and it is im- | 
portant, in my judgment, that as much cavalry as can readily be | 
spared from adjoining departments be assigned to duty in this. 

The cavalry of this command is now stationed in the eastern end of | 
the department and on the Kanawha, with proportionately a small 
number in Hampshire County, W. Va. There are only two com- 
panies in all the counties between the Kanawha and the Baltimore > 
and Ohio Railroad, from New Creek to Parkersburg, and from Graf- 
ton to Summerville and Charleston, and even these are under orders 
from the War Department to join the Third Virginia Cavalry at 
Charleston. Strong military reasons, as well as policy, in regard to 
the extraordinary sufferings of the people in that region from the 
operations of guerrillas and bushwhackers, suggest the propriety ofa 
compliance with my application, especially as at present no cavalry 
can be spared from the eastern and more central portion of the 
department. 

In conclusion, I respectfully invite attention to Special Orders, No. 
580, of December 1, 1863, War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office 
and to copy of Special Orders, No. —, of Brigadier-General Kelley, 
commanding department at that date, showing that these troops have 
formerly served in this department. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General, 


| 
| 
j 
| 


. XLV.) . CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 167 


Hpagrs. First Div., DEPT. oF West VIRGINIA, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., March 29, 1864. 
Capt. THAYER MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of West Virginia: 
Captain: I have the honor to state, for the information of the 
major-general commanding, that owing to the order furloughing the 
Maryland troops who have been guarding the railroad and fords 
from this point to the Monocacy, and the order prohibiting me from 
removing my troops from Martinsburg, I am unable to guard the 
road and fords below so as to prevent smuggling or travel through 
the lines. At this post, after making the necessary details for guards 
to the bridges, approaches to the town, and for the Government 
stores, I have not a man left for any other purpose, not even for the 
necessary reliefs. 
Iam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. CO. SULT VAN: 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpqgrs. CAVALRY Div., DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, March 29, 1864. 
Major-General SIGEL, 
Cumberland : 
Deserter from Rosser’s brigade reports that he left Rosser at 
Sperryville a week ago yesterday; other cavalry was encamped 
near there ; they had orders that day to be provided with five days’ 


cooked rations. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


PIcKET RESERVE ON WINCHESTER ROAD, 
March 29, 1864. 
Capt. WiLL Rumsey, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Captain: My scouts report no forces in the valley this side of 
Harrisonburg, but report that the rebels have shut the blockade 
and will allow no one to pass either up or down the valley. Allis 
quiet along the lines. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. W. MILES, 
Captain, Commanding Pickets. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NoRTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, March 29, 1864. 
Rear-Admiral §. P. LEE, 
Commanding off Newport News: 

ADMIRAL: You may have some interest in the reports of which, 
inclosed telegram will give you the falsity, and I therefore take leave 
to send it for your information.* 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B, F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


*See Wistar to Butler, p. 208, 
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Hpers. ARMY AND District oF NoRTH CAROLINA, { 
New Berne, N. C., March 29, 1864. | | 


Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Commanding Plymouth, N. C.: 


| 
GENERAL: Deeming it highly important that Commander Flusser | 
should have the 100-pounder and 9-inch gun, &c., at the earliest | 
moment, I send them on the steamer Eagle, which please send back, | 
with the latest information. 
Your communication has just been presented by Lieutenant Car- | 
penter. The views therein expressed by youand Commander Flusser, | 
U. S. Navy, fully accord with my own. The statement of James 
bears upon its face so many contradictions that I pronounced it 
unreliable at once, and am glad to find my judgment sustained by 
those high in authority and on the spot. It is such men who give 
information for pay to those who are hundreds of miles away, and | 
who act accordingly. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN Jo PHCKs 
Major-General. 


P. S.—If you can send up reliable men I will at sight pay any 
reasonable amount that you deem proper. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NoRTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., March 29, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. EDWARD HARLAND, 
Comdgq. Sub-district of the Pamlico, Washington, N. OC. : 


GENERAL: Everything indicates that New Berne and Plymouth | 
will be attacked when the enemy is fully ready with his iron-clads. | 
They expect to pass Plymouth on high water and get into the sounds 
with that which is to co-operate with this one at Kinston. In that | 
event your post at Hatteras Inlet will be assailed, since it commands : 
our communications. | 

A careful inspection ought to be made there, and your 100-pounder | 
and heavy guns be.so placed as_ to command the channels by which 
the iron-clad must approach. The iron-clad has moved down from 
Halifax and below Hamilton about the 18th. On the 24th the com- 
mander at Plymouth as well as Commander Flusser, U. 8. Navy 
were looking for an attack. 

As no one can tell when and where the blow may fall, all must be 
ready for the emergency when it comes. Do you think long-range 
guns can affect Hill’s Point from the opposite bank ? What is the 
exact distance ? 

The slashing between Fort Jack and the river adds materially to 
your strength by enabling your flank works to cover that side of the 
river. Reports of forces at Greenville and in your immediate front 

are conflicting. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 
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Hpa@rs. ARMY AND District oF NortTH CAROLINA, 
; New Berne, N. C., March 29, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 


: Plymouth, N. C.: 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 27th has just reached me, and I at- ' 
tach great weight to the statement of the escaped officer. My spy 
returned from Kinston last evening. He required at least eight days 
to get there and back, some 60 miles only. He says the two rams 
are to act in conjunction, and that we will be attacked after a while, 
when they are ready. Colonel Cole, who has just made a scout over 
— toward the Chowan, writes to Colonel Mix that we will be attacked 
at New Berne in a few weeks at the furthest and by a strong force. 
We must prepare for the worst everywhere, and then we shall make 
a good fight when the crisis arrives. The enemy expect to have the 
obstructions wash away by high water, which may happen. Your 
wish in this respect is greater than ours in the Neuse. The last storm 
raised the water 3 feet in the river. 

What is needed at Roanoke Island to offer the best resistance to 
the ram in case it passes your position? Can it not be held there, 
where the channels are so crooked and narrow? Your batteries 
should be put in shape and the guns arranged for her. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


| 
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Hpars. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., March 29, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 
Comdg. Dept. of Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose, for your consideration, an 
important letter* from General Wessells of the 27th instant, just re- 
ceived, showing the state of affairs in his front. 

My spy came ir from Kinston last evening, having been out seven 
days. He says the two iron-clads are to act in conjunction, and 
when the enemy is ready we will be attacked. The water has risen 
in this river and the iron-clad is afloat at Kinston. General Harland 
reports on the 25th a force of from 4,000 to 5,000 men at Greenville 
and 1,000 at Pactolus. An extract from a private letter* from one of 
your officers is also inclosed. He has been out on a reconnaissance. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


‘GENERAL ORDERS, Wark Dept., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Nom 29. Washington, March 30, 1864. 

The attention of all officers is called to the Army Regulations and 
general orders in regard to correspondence on official matters. All 
such correspondence must be conducted through the proper official 
channels, except in cases of pressing necessity, which do not leave 
time for regular communication, and then the necessity must be 
stated. All applications or correspondence, through whomsoever 


*Not found. 
49 R R—VOL XXXIII 
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| 


770 OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. [Cuar. XLV} 
| 


made, in violation of this order, will not be responded to, and the 

writers will be arrested and tried for disobedience of orders on} 

recommended to the President for dismissal. i] 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant : ® 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CULPEPER, VA., March 30, 1864—10 p. m. 
(Received 11.40 p. m. 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Hauuecr, Chief of Staff: 


I think it advisable that governors of States and commanders of’ 
all Northern departments be notified to forward to the field al 
recruits, new organizations, and all the old troops it is possible to 
spare from their departments, with the greatest dispatch. They 
can strip their department to the lowest number of men necessary} 
for the duty to be performed. All veterans should return to the 
command to which they belonged, except when specially ordered} 
otherwise. All recruits and new organizations from Ohio and\ 
States east of it I would advise ordered to assemble at Washington, | 
and those from States west of Ohio to be rendezvoused at Louisville. 
This of course would not apply to recruits raised for particular 
corps. 

Uo s2 GRANT | 
Lieutenant-General. 


(Received 10 a. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK: 
I will be in Washington to-morrow on my way to Norfolk. Please | 
notify the quartermaster to have the steamer ready to leave the | 
wharf at 5 p. m. | 


| 
CuLPEPER, March 30, 1864. . | 


U. 8. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General. 


CULPEPER, VA., March 30, 1864—1 p. m. 
(Received 1.20 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. E. O. C. ORD, Washington, D. C.: 
Whilst General Sigel commands a department he will have to 
be treated with confidence. You will therefore deliver the letter 
addressed to him on your arrival. 


USS]-GRANT 
Lieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
March 30, 1864. (Received 8.10 p. m.) 
Hon, C. A. DANA, Assistant Secretary of War: 

Your dispatch in relation to furloughing the First and Second 
Connecticut Artillery has been received and referred to the chief of 
artillery, who reports that these batteries could not be furloughed 
without yery great inconyenience, “They haye many men absent 


{ 
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1ow and heavy details are made from other batteries to keep them 
in order till the absent men rejoin. Under these circumstances the 
exigencies of the service will not, in my opinion, admit of the fur- 
loughing of the batteries. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


GENERAL ee bait Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
No. 13. March 30, 1864. 

I. Paragraph 7 of General Orders, No. 100, of November 5, 1863,* 
from these headquarters, is so far modified as to allow two wall- 
tents for the officers of a battery. 

II. General Orders, No. 30, of March 25, 1863,+ and paragraph 8, 
of General Orders, No. 100, of November 4, 1863,* from these head- 
quarters, are so far modified as to direct that 100 instead of 140 
rounds per man of small-arm ammunition be kept constantly on 
hand, and that three instead of five wagons be furnished to every 
1,000 men for the transportation of small-arm ammunition. Forty 
rounds per man will be carried in the cartridge-boxes. 

By command of Major-General Meade : 

S. WILLIAMS, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GARNETT’S Mountain, March 30, 1864—11 a. m. 
Major-General WARREN, and 
CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, 
Army of the Potomac: 
No change in enemy’s camps. Can see camp at Barnett’s Ford. 
Water of Rapidan very high. Part of railroad bridge carried away. 
CASTLE, 
Signal Officer. 


Pony Mountain, March 30, 1864—3 p. m. 
Captain NORTON : 

One mile west from Raccoon Ford, and one-quarter of a mile in 
rear of river, enemy are throwing up intrenchments about 100 yards 
long. Can discover no embrasures, but will report more precisely 
when atmosphere clears up. 

PAINE. 


GARNETT’s MountalINn, March 30, 1864—5 p. m. 
Major-General WARREN, and 
CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, 

Army of the Potomac: 

Enemy’s camps are seen plainer to-day than usual. Large camp 
opposite Barnett’s Ford distinctly seen. River falling. Smoke seen 
rising south of Madison Court-House, having appearance of a train 
of cars moving south. 

FULLER, 


Signal Officer. 


* See Vol. XXIX, Part II, p. 421. 
+See Vol, XXV, Part IT, p, 106, 
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Stony Mountain, March 30, 1864—5 p. m. 
Captain NORTON, 
Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac : | 
Small force of the enemy are working on rifle-pits between Rac! 
coon and Somerville Fords. 
TAYLOR, 


Captain and ‘Signal Officer. | 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, 
No. 12. March 30, 1864. 

I. The following officers are announced on the staff of the major 
general commanding : 

Lieut. Col. Francis A. Walker, assistant adjutant-general. 

Capt. William P. Wilson, One hundred and forty-eighth Pennsyl] 
vania Volunteers, acting assistant adjutant-general. 

Lieut. Col. C. H. Morgan, assistant inspector-general. 

Maj. W. Houghton, Fourteenth Indiana Volunteers, acting as 
sistant inspector-general. 

Lieut. Col. R. N. Batchelder, chief quartermaster. 

Capt. A. H. Young, assistant quartermaster. 

Lieut. Col. J. S. Smith, chief commissary of subsistence. 

Surg. A. N. Dougherty, U. S. Volunteers, medical director. 

Asst. Surg. Charles Smart, Sixty-third New York Volunteers, 
medical inspector. 

Maj. W. G. Mitchell, aide-de-camp. 

Capt. I. B. Parker, aide-de-camp. 

Capt. W. D. W. Miller, aide-de-camp. 

Capt. J. G. Pelton, Fourteenth Connecticut Volunteers, chief o 
ambulance corps. 

Capt. EK. P. Brownson, additional aide-de-camp, commissary of} 
musters. | 

Capt. H. H. Bingham, One hundred and fortieth Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, judge-advocate. 

Maj. S. O. Bull, Fifty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers, provost-| 
marshal. 

Capt. Alexander M. McCune, Seventy-fourth New York Volun-} 
teers, assistant provost-marshal. 

Capt. EK. C. Cauret, Forty-second New York Volunteers,command-| 
ing provost guard. 

Capt. I. Thickstun, chief signal officer. 

Lieut. William H. R. Neel, acting signal officer. 

If. Lieut. Col. C. H. Morgan, assistant inspector-general, is an- 
nounced as chief of staff to the major-general commanding ; he will 
be obeyed and respected accordingly. | 

By command of Major-General Hancock : 

FRANCIS A. WALKER, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ee 


STEVENSBURG, Va., March 30, 1864. 
Capt. E. B. Parsons, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 
We have 4,293 men armed and equipped. We have 3,611 service- 
able horses. We have 1,122 dismounted men ; 680 of these latter are 
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armed and equipped, and have been reported for active duty. We 
have 442 men, including recruits, not fully armed and equipped, and 
these have not been reported on daily memoranda as present for 
active duty, I have been in doubt if the 680 should be so reported. 
J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier- General. 


| 
Maj. Gen. F. Sige: 


Union prisoner’who just came in my lines from Danville reports 
the enemy as follows: Lewisburg, few cavalry, main body on Second 
Creek ; Princeton, two companies cavalry ; at Narrows, Thirty-sixth 
and Sixtieth Regiment Infantry, under McCausland (many of his 
men are on furlough); at Wytheville two companies of infantry ; 
Jeffersonville, two companies Sixteenth Virginia Cavalry. They 
also report negroes working on the fortification at Saltville. Gen- 
eral Williams is in command, with a small force of infantry. Will 
you please be kind enough to answer my communication concerning 
the cavalry brigade band, which has been sent more than three weeks 


ago? E 
A. N. DUFFIE, 
General, Commanding. 


CHARLESTON, March 30, 1864. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, March 31, 1864. 
His Excellency A. G. CuRTIN, 
Governor of Pennsylvania, Harrisburg, Pa.: 

Sir : I am instructed by the Secretary of War to acknowledge the 
receipt of your communication of the 4th instant relating to the 
Pennsylvania Reserve Corps, and in reply to say that the regiments 
of this corps were brought to Washington on urgent application. 
A part were returned to the Army of the Potomac when their 
services were required there, and the reason that all were not sent 
was that they could not all be replaced here. The sending of a part 
to West Virginia resulted from a military necessity, no other troops 
being available at the time. The question of returning troops from 
that department to the Army of the Potomac has been referred to 
Lieutenant-General Grant for his decision. As regards re-enlist- 
ments, I have to say that existing orders require them to be made in 
the same regiments to which the soldiers belong. The term of 
service of veterans, as in fact of all soldiers, is calculated from the 
date of muster into the service of the United States, and not into 
the service of the State. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ED. R. 8. CANBY, 
Brigadier-General and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
No. 14. March 31, 1864. 
The following assignments to duty of officers of the quartermas- 
ter’s department, or doing duty therein, areannounced. No changes 
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: | 
will be made in these assignments except upon orders issued or ap\ 
proved at these headquarters : | 
| 
Second Army Corps. | 


{ 

Lieut. Col. R. N. Batcltelder, chief quartermaster ; Capt. C. 8) 
McEntee, assistant chief quartermaster. HF 

First Division, Capt. A. H. Young, assistant quartermaster of vol. 
unteers. 

First Brigade, Capt. Nathan Barker, assistant ‘quartermaster 0 
volunteers. 

Second Brigade, Capt. A. Fisher, assistant quartermaster of vol- 
unteers. 

Third Brigade, Capt. C. W. Leffingwell, assistant quartermaster 
of volunteers. 

Fourth Brigade, Lieut. Jacob Rice, acting assistant quartermaster. 

Second Division, Capt. George A. Shallenberger, assistant quarter- 
master of volunteers. 

First Brigade, Lieut. C. W. Folsom, acting assistant quarter 
master. 

Second Brigade, Capt. J. Lockhart, acting assistant quartermaster. | 

Third Brigade, Capt. George U. Meade, assistant quartermaster 
of volunteers. 

Third Division, Capt. George W. Johnes, assistant quartermaster 
of volunteers. 

First Brigade, Capt. W. D. Vatchet, acting assistant quarter-} 
master. 

Second Brigade, Capt. T. P. Johnston, assistant quartermaster of} 
volunteers. 

Fourth Division, Capt. R. P. Johnson, assistant quartermaster of | 
volunteers. | 

First Brigade, Lieut. Miles Farwell, acting assistant quarter- | 
master. | 

Second Brigade, Capt. I. C. Abbott, assistant quartermaster of vol- | 
unteers. 

Artillery Brigade, Capt. W. H. D. Cochrane, assistant quarter- 
master of volunteers. 


QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


Fifth Army Corps. 


Lieut. Col. W. H. Owen, chief quartermaster ; Lieut. A. T. Houden, 
assistant chief quartermaster. 

First Division, Capt. A. L. Thomas, assistant quartermaster of 
volunteers. 

First Brigade, Capt. 8. R. Hamill, assistant quartermaster of vol- 
unteers. 

Second Brigade, Capt. 8. I. Wright, assistant quartermaster of 
volunteers. 

Third Brigade, Capt. 8. W. Hoskins, assistant quartermaster of 
volunteers. 

Second Division, Capt. R. C. Swope, assistant quartermaster of 
volunteers. 

First Brigade, Capt. S. B. Bean, assistant quartermaster of vol- 
unteers. 

Second Brigade, Capt. 5. B. Roney, assistant quartermaster of 
volunteers. 


~) 


! 
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Brigade, Lieut. T. McDonald, acting assistant quarter- 
master. 

Third Division, Capt. E. B. W. Restieaux, assistant quartermaster 
of volunteers. 

First Brigade, Capt. 8. Yardley, assistant quartermaster of vol- 
unteers. 

Third Brigade, Capt. R. G. Staples, assistant quartermaster of vol- 
unteers. 

Fourth Division, Capt. M. H. Mandeville, assistant quartermaster 
of volunteers. 

First Brigade, Capt. J. B. Winslow, assistant quartermaster 
of volunteers. - ; 
- Second Brigade, Capt. E. P. Fitch, assistant quartermaster of vol- 
unteers. é 

Third Brigade, Lieut. A. §. Voorhis, acting assistant quarter- 
master. 

Artillery Brigade, Capt. J. D. Cruttenden, assistant quartermaster 
of volunteers. 


Sixth Army Corps. 


Lieut. Col. C. W. Tolles, chief quartermaster; Capt. J. H. Platt, jr., 
assistant chief quartermaster. 

First Division, Capt. 8. H. Manning, assistant quartermaster of 
volunteers. 

First Brigade, Lieut. F. Sayre, acting assistant quartermaster. 

Second Brigade, Capt. W. H. Daniels, assistant quartermaster 
of volunteers. 

Third Brigade, Capt. Charles G. Finney, assistant quartermaster 
of volunteers. 

Fourth Brigade, Lieut. George W. Ford, acting assistant quarter- 
master. 

Second Division, Capt. John K. Russell, assistant quartermaster 
of volunteers. 

First Brigade, Capt. James T. Wray, assistant quartermaster 
of volunteers. 

Second Brigade, Lieut. A. Austin, acting assistant quartermaster. 

Third Brigade, Lieut. C. B. Whittemore, acting assistant quar- 
termaster. 

Fourth Brigade, Capt. H. W. Persing, assistant quartermaster 
of volunteers. 

Third Division, Capt. I. W. Hart, assistant quartermaster of vol- 
unteers. 

First Brigade, Capt. M. H. Goodridge, assistant quartermaster 
of volunteers. 
. Second Brigade, Capt. J. F. Hazelton, assistant quartermaster 
of volunteers. 

Artillery Brigade, Capt. W. H. Lambert, assistant quartermaster 
of volunteers. 


Cavalry Corps. 


Lieut. Col. J. B. Howard, acting chief quartermaster. 

First Division, Capt. J. H. Tallman, assistant quartermaster of 
volunteers. 

First Brigade, Lieut. John Patton, acting assistant quartermaster, 

Second Brigade, Lieut. J. B. Wheeler, acting assistant quarter- 
master. 


| 
| | 
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Reserve Brigade, Lieut. William Dean, acting assistant quarter- 
master. . | 

Second Division, Capt. R. R. Corson, assistant quartermaster 
of volunteers. ; ; 

First Brigade, Lieut. L. W. Knight, acting assistant quarter- 
master. 

Second Brigade, Lieut. J. K. Robinson, acting assistant quarter- 
master. 

Third Division, Capt. M. I. Ludington, assistant quartermaster 
of volunteers. 

First Brigade, Lieut. J. G. Viall, acting assistant quartermaster. | 

Second Brigade, Capt. George W. Wells, assistant quartermaster 
of volunteers... 


1 
4 


Reserve Artillery. | 


Capt. W. E. Morford, assistant quartermaster of volunteers, chief | 
quartermaster ; Lieut. EK. H. Welch, assistant chief quartermaster. | 

First Brigade, Horse Artillery, Capt. William Goldie, assistant 
quartermaster of volunteers. 

Second Brigade, Horse Artillery, Capt. Ira F. Payson, assistant | 
quartermaster of volunteers. 


i 
H 
| 
! 


Officers whose positions are changed by the foregoing arrange- 
ment, will at once report for duty with the commands to which they 
have been assigned. 


By command of Major-General Meade : 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
[ March 31, 1864—9.45 a. m. 
Maj. T. M. VINCENT: 


The total re-enlistment of veterans up to and including the 28th 
instant in this army was 26,767. 


_ GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


| 
| 
S. WILLIAMS, | 
| 
| 
: 


Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE Potomac, SIGNAL DEpT., 
, March 31, 1864—10.10 a. m. 
Major-General HUMPHREYs, 
Chief of Staff : 
GENERAL: The following report has just been received, and is 
respectfully forwarded : 


GARNETT’S MOUNTAIN SIGNAL STATION, 


: Mi re ‘ 
Captain Norton : pdr aby ee 


Enemy’s camps are seen plainer to-day than usual. Large camp opposite Bar- 
nett’s Ford distinctly seen. Nothing unusual occurring. River is tolling: A smoke 
seen rising south of Madison Court-House, having the appearance of a train of cars 
moving south. 

FULLER, 

Signal Officer. 


L. B. NORTON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer. 


Very respectfully, &c., 


‘aap, XLV.) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION., 


‘ 


Captain Norton : 


rT 


Pony Mountain, March 31, 1864—10 a. m., 


Enemy are making extensive additions to their old lines at Rac- 
coon Ford. At the right of the ford a new battery has been placed 
in position, and I judge at least two regiments to be at work this a. 
m. in extending the line reported yesterday 200 yards toward a 
ravine that runs perpendicular to the river, midway between Rac- 
coon and Somerville Fords. 


PAINE, 


Captain and Signal Officer. 


SIGNAL STATION AT STONY MOUNTAIN, 
March 31, 1864. 


Major-General HANCOCK : 


About 100 of the enemy at work this morning on fortifications 


TAYLOR, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 


near Somerville Ford. All quiet. 


Abstract from return of the Army of the Potomac, Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, 


U. S. Army, commanding, for the month of March, 1864. 
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a Includes guards and orderlies, signal corps, and provost guard. 2 
bShaler’s brigade absent on detached service at Johnson’s Island, Ohio, 


Report of men present for instant and active service in the Cavalry Corps of the 
Army of the Potomac, March 31, 1864. 
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. HaRpeEr’s Ferry, W. VA., | 
; March 31, 1864—11 a.m. (Received 2.35 p. m.) | 
Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR, 
Washington : | 
I have taken prisoner a man trying to reach the rebel army. He' 
confesses that a party to which he belongs will try and cross the} 
Potomac near the mouth of Monocacy or below. They will leave 
Baltimore. I have notified General Wallace to arrest the parties if! 
possible, sending him the names. 
J. C:-SULLIVAN, 


Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, MpD., March 31, 1864. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Headquarters Army in the Field : 
Major-General Ord has arrived. I will send report by messenger. | 


Major-General. 


HarRpPeEr’s Ferry, March 31, 1864. 
Capt. WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

The condition of the roads are such that I deem it advisable to put 
the Halltown railroad in repair. I have nearly enough iron and 
ties; only want men to lay it. Would it be consistent for you to 
order Colonel Taylor to detail 150 dismounted men to assist ? © 

R. 8. GARDNER, 
Captain, Assistant Quartermaster. 


A 


ITINERARY OF THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.* 


CAVALRY CORPS.+ 


First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Wesley Merritt. 


ST 


During the month the division was encamped in the vicinity of 
Culpeper Court-House, engaged in picketing from below Raccoon 
Ford, on the Rapidan River, to the vicinity of Hazel River. 


Second Brigade, First Division, commanded by Col. Thomas C. 
Devin, Sixth New York Cavalry. 


March 1 to 31.—Picketed from Stone House Mountain, 5 miles in 
ee of Culpeper, on the right, to the James City road, on the left, 
8 miles. 

March 15.—A detachment of 400 men of this brigade, under Maj. 
William P. Hall, Sixth New York Cavalry, returned from an expe- 


* From returns of the commands indicated for March, 1864. 


+Commanded by Maj. Gen. Alfred Pleasonton to March 25; then (temporarily) 
by Brig. Gen. David McM. Gregg. 
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dition on the Peninsula under General Kilpatrick. The detachment 
destroyed 2 bridges, 1 locomotive, and a train of 15 cars. Loss, 1 
man killed, 1 wounded, and 3 prisoners. 


Second Division, commanded by Col. J. Irvin Gregg, Sixteenth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry. ; 


_ March 1 to 3.—Headquarters division, General Gregg command- 
ing, at Stevensburg, Va. 
_ March 4.—Returned to camp at Warrenton, Va.; headquarters 
First Brigade, Lieut. Col. D. Gardner commanding, at Warrenton ; 
headquarters Second Brigade, Col. P. Huey commanding, between 
Warrenton and Warrenton Junction. The portion of this command 
detached with General Custer returned to-day, without any serious 
loss excepting a few horses worn out with fatigue. 
_ March 5 to 8.—Quiet ; nothing unusual occurring. 

March 9.—Scout of 40 men from the Thirteenth Pennsylvania 
were attacked by the enemy in vicinity of Greenwich ; the attacking 
ty comprised a portion of Mosby’s guerrillas and some of the 

ourth Virginia Cavalry ; casualties, 9 captured. 

March 10.—Quiet. 

March 11.—A scout of 75 men from the Highth Pennsylvania 
scouted thoroughly the country in the vicinity of Auburn; no trace 
of the enemy. 

March 12 to 15.—Quiet.. That portion of this command detached 
with General Kilpatrick returned by way of Alexandria in detach- 
ments. In the detachment of First Maine the casualties are 52 
killed, wounded, and missing, and the number of serviceable horses 
was reduced from 546 to 273. 

March 16 to 18.—Quiet. 

March 19.—Quiet. Maj. W. A. Corrie, with 126 men of the Eighth 
Pennsylvania, scouted and picketed in the vicinity of Greenwich ; 
no trace of the enemy to be found. 

March 20 to 25.—Quiet. Major-General Pleasonton relieved from 
command of Cavalry Corps, Special Orders, No. 75, Army of Po- 
tomac; Brigadier-General Gregg assumed command. 

March 26 to 31.—Quiet ; nothing worthy of note occurring. 


First Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. John P. Taylor, » 
First Pennsylvama Cavalry. 


At the commencement of the present month all the available offi- 
cers and men in this brigade were absent on detached duty with Gen- 
eral Custer, on a scouting expedition toward Charlottesville, Va. 
This expedition was successful, and returned without any loss, except 
a few horses worn out with fatigue. Although one regiment, the 
First Rhode Island, has been relieved from duty with the brigade, 
yet its strength has been greatly augmented by a new battalion for 
the First Massachusetts Cavalry, two new companies for the Sixth 
Ohio Cavalry, and several hundred of recruits. The brigade still 
occupies its old camp in the immediate vicinity of Warrenton, doing 
picket duty around the town, and forming a junction with the 
picket-line of the Second Brigade. Nothing further of any impor- 
tance to record, except that the picket-line has not been troubled so 
much by Mosby this month as the preceding one. 
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Second Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. Charles H. 
Smith, First Maine Cavalry. 


FIRST MAINE CAVALRY. 


At the commencement of the month 300 men, commanded by" 
Major Taylor, were absent with General Kilpatrick on his raid to-f 
ward Richmond, and 84 men, commanded by Major Thaxter, were; 
picketing the Rapidan in the vicinity of Ely’s Ford. During the 
absence of General Custer’s command 150 of Major Taylor’s com-; 
mand were subsequently detailed to accompany Colonel Dahlgren, | 
and reached the main body again with a loss of 45 men in killed, 
wounded, and missing. The detachment experienced some spirited | 
fighting and much severe marching, and arrived in camp in detach-| 
ments, mounted and dismounted, via Alexandria. By these active | 
operations the number of serviceable horses present was reduced | 
from 556 to 273. The casualties in the detachments with General | 
Kilpatrick and Colonel Dahlgren were 52 killed, wounded, and miss- | 
ing. Once during the month a party of 50 and once a party of 100 men | 
have relieved like details on Morrisville road for three days’ picket ; | 
otherwise daily picket detail has been 1 commissioned officer and 31 
men. 

March 21.—Fifty men, commanded by Captain Vaughn, went on | 
a scout to Auburn and vicinity. 

March 25.—Another party of 50 men, commanded by Captain | 
Myrick, went on scout to Auburn. Sixty-two recruits have been re- | 
ceived during the month. If called upon to take the field at once the | 
deficiency in horses would compel the regiment to march with half its 
strength of fighting men. Number of miles traveled: Major Taylor’s 
command, 300 miles; Major Thaxter’s, 50 miles; Captain Vaughn’s, 
10 miles, and Captain Myrick’s, 10 miles; total, 370 miles. | 

| 
TENTH NEW YORK CAVALRY. 

March 6.—Headquarters near Warrenton, Va. Veteran organi- | 
zation returned from State of New York, having recruited about | 
250 men; 150 have already reported to the regiment; balance are at | 
Camp Stoneman awaiting equipments. Regiment has made one | 
scout during the month and captured 4 prisoners. The duty has been — 
mostly picket and scouting; average number of miles marched, 60. 
No casualties during the month; small-pox reported in the regi- 
ment last month has entirely disappeared. Condition of horses 
improving. 


SIXTEENTH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY. 


Captain Snyder, Lieutenants Swank and Roberts, with 96 men, 
returned from the command of General Kilpatrick, having been on 
raid to Richmond, with loss of Private John Mehaffey, of Company 
F. During the month regiment did picketing at Morrisville, of 100 
men and 8 officers at each detail. 


THIRTEENTH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY. 


March 9.—A scout of 40 men, under the command of Lieutenant 
White, was attacked by the enemy in the vicinity of Greenwich. 
The party making the attack was composed of the Fourth Virginia 
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‘Cavalry, Chincapin Rangers, and a detachment of Mosby’s com: 
mand. The casualties numbered 9, all taken prisoners; 4 wounded, 
now in hospital at Washington, D. C. 


EIGHTH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY. 


March 1 to 11.—In camp near Warrenton, Va. 


March 11.—Capt. A. B. Wells and 75 men left camp at 4 p. m. 

-and proceeded to Auburn, scouting thoroughly the country to that 

place; returned to camp 6 p. m., having found no trace of the 
enemy. 

March 15.—Lieut. Samuel L. Moore and 40 men went to Morris- 
ville, scouting the country from that place to Grove Church ; 
captured 4 men, one of whom supposed to be a deserter to the enemy. 

March 19.—Maj. W. A. Corrie, with 126 men, went to Greenwich, 
picketing and scouting the roads leading to that place and country 
in the vicinity, but no trace of the enemy could be found. 

March 21.—Capt. H. H. Garrett, with 100 men and Lieutenants 
McCool and Fletcher, relieved a party of the First Maine Cavalry, 
on picket at Bealeton Station ; returned the 24th. 


FOURTH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY. 


The detachment of men absent with General Kilpatrick on his 
raid to Richmond returned safely to camp, with the loss of 4 men 
captured ; 149 men have received individual furloughs for thirty-five 
days as veteran volunteers, and six companies (A, D, F, H, I, and M) 
have gone to Pennsylvania as veteran organizations, accompanied 
by their officers. A large number of recruits have been received 
from the various depots in Pennsylvania. 


SECOND PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY. 
March 1 to 31.—In camp near Warrenton, Va. 
Third Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Judson Kilpatrick. 


March 1.—At 1 a. m. the command broke camp near South Anna; 
marched to Ashland, where a large force of the enemy’s infantry, 
with artillery, was encountered ; a portion of the command was sent 
to attack this force ; the main column passed on and crossed the South 
Anna at daylight ; destroyed a culvert, tore up the railroad below 
Ashland, and reached the Brook pike, 5 miles from Richmond, at 
10 a. m. ; engaged the enemy outside the city at 12 m. and drove him 
inside the fortifications; moved across the Chickahominy at dark ; 
destroyed the railroad bridges on the Virginia Central, and went 
into camp near Mechanicsville; was attacked at 10 p. m. by infantry, 
cavalry, and artillery, and after one hour’s hard fighting repulsed 
the enemy and drove him toward Hanover Court-House. 

March 2.—A1 1 a. m. moved toward Old Church and went into 
camp 12 miles from that point; was attacked by the enemy at day- 
light ; at 8 a. m. moved to Old Church and remained until 1 p. m. ; 
went into camp near Tunstall’s Station at dark. 

March 3.—Marched early in the morning to New Kent Court- 
House; met a force sent out by General Butler; went into camp at 
dark 12 miles from Williamsburg. 

March 4.—Moved to Yorktown and went into camp; at 11 p. m. a 
portion of the command embarked on transports for Portsmouth, 

March ? and 8.—Returned to Yorktown, 


~ 
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March 9 and 10.—The First Brigade embarked for Alexandria 
reached Stevensburg March 14. id Ind ’ 

A portion of the Second Brigade started on an expedition to King: 
and Queen Court-House March 9; returned to Gloucester Point March; 
12, and embarked for Alexandria same day; reached camp at Ste- 
vensburg March 19. ; 

The command is doing picket duty from Stringfellow’s house, on) 
the Rapidan, to Kemper’s Dam, on the Rappahannock. A detach-: 
ment of 250 men is stationed at Grove Church. 
First Brigade, Third Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry 

E. Davies, jr. 


\ 

March 1.—At 12.30 a. m. broke camp at South Anna, Va. ; marched | 
all night, arriving before Richmond at 12.30 p. m.; engaged the! 
enemy at once in his second line of fortifications ; encountered strong | 
resistance from heavy siege guns and musketry; left before Rich- | 
mond at 4 p. m.; destroyed the bridge in our rear; encamped near | 
Meadow Bridge, 6 miles from Richmond; enemy attacked with cav- | 
alry, infantry, and two guns; at 11 p. m. broke camp; marched | 
until 3 a. m.; went into camp again. 

March 2.—Took the road toward Pamunkey River; annoyed in | 
the fore part of the day by some cavalry in our rear; sent one | 
squadron of the command to charge, which put the enemy to flight | 
instantly, capturing 3 prisoners and wounding several. Capt. J. F. | 
B. Mitchell, Second New York Cavalry, with 250 men of Colonel 
Dahlgren’s command, here cut his way through and joined the main | 
command ; impossible to cross the Pamunkey ; marched on toward 
White House, encamping for the night at Tunstall’s Station. 

March 3.—Met at a short distance from the station’a force of cav- 
alry and negro infantry, under command of Colonel Spear, Eleventh 
Pennsylvania Cavalry ; passed through New Kent Court-House and | 
encamped at Twelve-Mile Ordinary in the night. 

March 4.—Marched through Williamsburg to Yorktown; went 
into camp. 

March 5, 11 p. m.—Broke camp; started on transports to Ports- 
mouth, Va. 

March 6.—Marched 5 miles toward Suffolk and returned, encamp- 
ing for the night near Portsmouth. 

March 7 and 8.—Kmbarked again for Gloucester Point, going into 
camp. 

March 9 and 10.—Embarked on transports for Alexandria. 

March 12.—Left Alexandria; marched to Bull Run, Rappahan- 
nock Station, and Stevensburg, arriving March 14 at 3 p.m he 
command is doing picket duty on the extreme left and front of the 
army from Germanna Ford to Kemper’s Dam, and furnishes besides 
every six days 250 men to Grove Church on picket. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Second Brigade, Third Division, commanded by Lieut. Col. Addison 
W. Preston, First Vermont Cavalry. 


February 28.—The brigade left camp near Stevensburg ; crossed 
the Rapidan at 1 a. m. 

February 29.—Passed through Spotsylvania Court-House and 
arrived at Beaver Dam Station, on the Virginia Central Railroad, at 
sundown ; aided in destroying railroad and depot buildings, A de- 
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tachment of 200 men from the First Vermont and Fifth Michigan 
Cavalry was sent to report to Colonel Dahlgren early in the morning, 
and formed a part of that officer’s command in his raid and attack 
on Richmond. 

March 1.—Crossed the Pamunkey at daylight ; arrived in front of 
Richmond on the afternoon of the same day, and took position within 
the outer fortifications of the city. The battery of this brigade 
opened on the rebels, throwing over 100 shots; withdrew at night 
across the Chickahominy and encamped ; camp shelled by the enemy. 

March 2.—Returned toward Tunstall’s Station ; rear guard attacked 
near Old Church ; enemy repulsed. 

March 4.—Arrived at Yorktown. 

March 6.—Shipped on transports for Portsmouth; disembarked 
the same day and encamped. 

March 7.—Reshipped and sailed for Gloucester Point. 

_ March 9.—Marched in direction of King and Queen Court-House ; 
encamped near Sheppard’s Wharf. 

March 10.—Moved up to Little Plymouth; encamped near the 
Piankatank River. 

caer 12.—Returned to Gloucester Point and shipped for Alex- 
andria. 

March 19.—Returned to camp near Stevensburg, Va. 


Cavalry Reserve Brigade, commanded by Col. Alfred Gibbs, First 
New York Dragoons. 


During the month of March the brigade has remained in camp 
near Mitchell’s Station, Va., picketing a front of about 8 miles in 
extent and guarding a signal station located upon Cedar Mountain. 
The First U.S. Cavalry, Fifth U.S. Cavalry, and Sixth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, supposed when the monthly return for February was made 
out to have been transferred to General Kilpatrick’s command, were 
engaged in the raid to Charlottesville under Brigadier-General 
Custer. Having been returned to the brigade they are now taken 
up upon this report as a gain. 


SECOND ARMY CORPS. 


March 1.—In camp near Stevensburg ; Major-General Warren in 
command. 

March 4 to 12.—Major-General Warren on leave ; Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Caldwell in command. 

March 24.—Major-General Hancock resumed command of corps. 

March 26.—Reorganization of the corps effected in General Orders, 
No. 11, Second Army Corps. 
' March 31.—In camp near Stevensburg. 


First Division, commanded by Col. Paul Frank, Fifty-second New 
York Infantry. 


In accordance with the requirements of General Orders, No. 11, of 
March 26, from headquarters Second Corps, the following accessions 
were made to the command, and reported as required in said order: 
Thirty-ninth, One hundred and eleventh, One hundred and twenty- 
fifth, and One hundred and twenty-sixth New York Volunteers as- 
signed to Third Brigade. The Sixth Minnesota Volunteers, assigned 
to First Brigade, has not yet reported, 
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if 
First Brigade, First Division, commanded by Lieut. Col. K. Oscal 
Broady, Siaty-first New York Infantry. . 


The One hundred and eighty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers as§ 
signed to duty in this brigade, per General Orders, No. 11, March 2a 
1864, from headquarters Second Army Corps; strength, 28 commis 
sioned officers and 654 enlisted men. 


Third Brigade, First Division, commanded by Col. Paul Fran 
Fifty-second New York Infantry. 


In accordance with General Orders, No. 11, headquarters Secone 
Army Corps, dated March 25, 1864, the Sixty-sixth New York Vol 
unteers and One hundred and forty-eighth Pennsylvania were trans 
ferred to the Fourth Brigade, First Division, Second Army Corps 
and the Thirty-ninth, One hundred and eleventh, and One hundred 
and twenty-fifth New York Volunteers were attached to this com 
mand from the late Third Brigade, Third Division, Second Army 
Corps. ) 
| 
Second Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. Turner 

Morehead, One hundred and siath Pennsylvania Infantry. 


During the month in camp near Stevensburg, Va., March 1 to 18} 
the brigade was commanded by Col. R. Penn Smith, Seventy-firs 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, March 18 to 26 by Lieut. Col. Charles 
Kochersperger, Seventy-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, March 26 t 
31 by Col. T. G. Morehead, One hundred and sixth Pennsylvani 
Volunteers. On the 26th instant the One hundred and fifty-seconq 
Regiment New York Volunteers added to the brigade, in pursuancd 
of General Orders No. 11, headquarters Second Army Corps. 


Third Diwision, commanded by Maj. Gen. David B. Birney. 


March 1.—The division lay in bivouac at James City, near Thor/ 
oughfare Mountain, Va. 

March 2.—Under orders it returned to its winter quarters neax 
Culpeper, on Rixey’s farm. 

Nothing from this until March 31, when, under orders from head 
quarters Second Corps, the division changed camp with the Thir 


, 


Division, Sixth Corps, and now is on both sides of the Orange and 
Alexandria Railroad, about 1 mile south of Brandy Station. 


Fourth Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Joseph B. Carr. | 


March 24.—This division was this day organized from the forme 
Second Division, Third Corps, and Brig. Gen. Joseph B. Carr as- 
signed to the command. | 

March 31.—The division still remains in camp near Brandy Sta- 
Oe, Va. Nothing further has occurred worthy of note up to this 

ate. | 


FIFTH ARMY CORPS. 
In pursuance of General Orders, No. 115, War Department, March 


23, 1864, the Fifth Corps was consolidated into two divisions, by 
uniting Second with the First; the new divisions were numbered 


imap. XLV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 785 


first and Third. The First Corps was likewise consolidated into 
wo divisions, and numbered Second and Fourth. The headquar- 
vers of the corps were removed to Culpeper Court-House on the 25th, 
where they now are. 


First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Joseph J. Bartlett. 


March 1 to April 1.—The command remained in camp near Rap- 
Se Station, Va., performing the usual camp and_ picket 
uty. 


First Brigade, First Division, commanded by Col. William 8S. 
Tilton, Twenty-second Massachusetts Infantry. 


March 1 to 31.—This command remained in camp at Beverly Ford, 
Va., performing the usual camp and picket duty. 


Second Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. John C. Robinson. 


No change of headquarters since last return. By virtue of Gen- 
eral Orders, No. 7, headquarters Fifth Army Corps, dated March 
25, 1864, this division was designated Second Division, Fifth Army 
Corps, under the provisions of General Orders, No. 115, War Depart- 
ment, Adjutant-General’s Office, promulgated in General Orders, 
No. 10, headquarters Army of the Potomac, dated March 24, 1864. 


Hirst Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. Samuel H. 
Leonard, Thirteenth Massachusetts Infantry. 


During the month the brigade has been encamped at Mitchell’s 
Station, Culpeper County, Va., performing outpost duty. 


Second Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry 
Baxter. 


March 1.—Stationed at Culpeper Court-House, Va. ; remained in 
same camp daring the month. 


Third Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. Nathan T. 
Dushane, First Maryland Infantry. 


In pursuance of General Orders, No. 7, headquarters Fifth Army 
Jorps, March 25, 1864, this brigade was transferred to the Second 
Division, First Army Corps, and designated as Third Brigade, Sec- 
md Division, Fifth Army Corps. 


First Brigade, Fourth Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Lysander 
Cutler. 


March 6.—The Seventy-sixth New York Volunteers transferred 
o the Second Brigade, by General Orders, No. 18, March 5, from 
first Division, First Army Corps. 

March 24.—The brigade, with the rest of First Corps, transferred 
o Fifth Corps, by General Orders, No. 10, Army of the Potomac. 

March 25.—First Division announced as Fourth Division of Fifth 
Jorps, by General Orders, No. 7, headquarters Fifth Corps. 

March 29.—Brigade, as part of division, reviewed by Lieutenant- 
teneral Grant. 

50 R R—VOL XXXIII 
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March 1.—At Madison Court-House. 1 | 
March 2.—Marched back to former camp near Welford’s For 
where we remained throughout the month. 


First Brigade, First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Alfred * 
A. Torbert. 


March 1.—Left Madison Court-House at night, following the cay 
alry of Brigadier-General Custer, a small force of the enemy kee) 
ing in our rear, but. making no attack. Crossed Robertson Rive 
at Russell’s Ford and bivouacked about three-fourths of a’ mile fro: 
the river. 

Mareh 2.—Broke camp at 8 a. m. and marched via Culpeper Cour} 
House to camp near Welford’s Ford, Va., a distance of 22 miles. 


aE at pa 


Second Brigade, First Division, conmmanded by Col. Emory Upto 
One hundred and twenty-first New York Infantry. 


Nothing worthy of special notice has occurred during the mont 
The brigade still occupies its camp near Welford’s Ford, Va. 


Second Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. George W. Getty. | 


March 2.—Marched from camp near Robertson River to old ca 
near Brandy Station and remained during the month. 


First Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Fra 
eaton. 


March 29.—Joined the Army of the Potomac, having been d 
tached from it and attached to the First Division, Department q 
West Virginia, at Harper’s Ferry, Va. 


Third Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Thom 
H, Neill. 


March 2.—Broke camp at Robertson River and marched back t| 
our camp near Brandy Station, Va. 


Third Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry Prince. 


March 31.—The camp of this division was changed to the cam‘ 
formerly occupied by Major-General Birney’s division. | 


Second Brigade, Third Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Davie 
A. Russell. 


By General Orders, No. 14, headquarters Sixth Army Corps, th 
brigade was organized to consist _of the regiments of the Lee | 
Brigade and the Sixty-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, and th 
One hundred and twenty-sixth Ohio Volunteers, of the Third Bri 
gade, Third Division, under the Third Corps organization, whicl 
was broken up. 
March 31.—Received orders to change camp with Major-Genera 
ee division, which was accomplished during the forenoon o 
at day. 
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GARNETT’S MountTAIN, April 1, 1864. 
Major-General WARREN: 


Weather very hazy. Can see nothing but enemy’s pickets on 
Zobertson River. 
FULLER, 


Signal. Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 


April 1, 1864. 
Yolonel SmitH, Chief of Staff: 
A dispatch from Major Hammond, commanding detachment at 
yrove Church, reports all quiet. A skirmish occurred yesterday near 
Jartwood Church between a patrol and a party of bushwhackers, 
n which 4 men were wounded. 

J. KILPATRICK, 


Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
April [1], 1864—1 p. m. 
Yol. C. Ross Smiru, Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps : . 


Citizens inform my officers in command of outposts at Grove 
Yhurch that all rebel troops on that side of the river have been 
rdered back. They give as a reason anticipated movements. 
J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General. 


DETROIT, April 1, 1864. 
Japt. SAMUEL WRIGHT, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Give special instructions to officers to hurry forward the regiments 
is fast as possible, via Pennsylvania Central Railroad, to Harrisburg 


ind thence to Annapolis. 
O. B. WILLCOX, 


Brigadier-General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 1, 1864. 
(Received 3.10 p. m.) 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Hauueck, Chief of Staff: 
General Averell wishes to go with me to consult Lieutenant-Gen- 
wal Grant. It is important. 
K. O. C. ORD, 


Major-General. 


— 


Wasuineton, D. C., April 1, 1864—4 p. m. 
Major-General Orb, Martinsburg, W. Va.: 
General Averell has permission to visit Washington to meet Gen- 


ral Grant. 
H. W, HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


| 
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HARPER’S Ferry, W. VA., April 1, 1864. | 

Colonel WELLS : | 
The Thirty-fourth Massachusetts will move with all their camp ani 
garrison equipage to this place. The One hundred and twenty-thin 
Ohio will move with all their camp and garrison equipage to garr' 
son the road between Harper’s Ferry and Monocacy. I want tos 


you. )| 
J. C. SULLIVAN, | 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 1, 1864. | 


Colonel MULLIGAN, 
Commanding Division, New Creek: 
Order the Fourteenth Virginia Infantry immediately to Nev 
Creek from Burlington. The Twenty-third Illinois shall occup) 
Greenland Gap with one portion of the regiment, and the rest sha) 
occupy Burlington.- Prepare all your infantry and Captain Carlin’ 
battery, with the exception of the Twenty-third Illinois and th) 
_ Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania, to move on the 3d instant, and on} 
regiment with the battery to move to-morrow. The troops wik 
move by rail, with overcoats, blankets, knapsacks, shelter-tents, ang 
60 rounds of ammunition. Your headquarters will remain in Nev 
Creek. Make all your preparations immediately, and report to m4 


your progress. 
F. SIGEL, 


Major-General. 


| 
j 


Cumberland, Md., April 1, 1864. 
Col. JAMES A. MULLIGAN, 
Commanding Division, New Creek, W. Va. : 

CoLoNEL : From information received it is necessary to assembl 
a considerable force in front of our lines, and in accordance with 
the general arrangement, all your infantry and one of your batteries 
(Captain Carlin’s, First Virginia) will be moved by railroad to Web 
ster, to proceed to the point of concentration. You will, howevall 
retain the Twenty-third [linois at Greenland Gap and Burlington 
as indicated in my telegram of this morning. The troops should 
and must begin to move to-morrow by rail. They will take their 
overcoats and blankets, shelter-tents, and knapsacks, with cooking 
utensils and one suit of underclothing, and must be prepared to 
carry five days’ short rations in their knapsacks and haversacks. 
They must be provided with 60 rounds of ammunition. Transpor- 
tation and provisions will be furnished to them on requisitions at 
Webster, and in accordance with General Orders, No. 274, 1863 
War Department. ‘ 

As I informed you this morning, the Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania 
will be retained here, also the rest of the batteries, and all the cav- 
alry will remain in their, present positions. The Sixth Virginia 
Infantry will guard the railroad from Parkersburg to New Creek 
and Colonel Wilkinson has to beinstructed accordingly. The Fifty. 
fourth will occupy, with one-half of its strength, the railroad line 
from Cumberland to Hancock, leaving the other half as a reserve 


j 

| 

| 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, | 
| 
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md for special duty at Cumberland. The Twelfth Virginia will be 
mbarked here, and must be ordered to be ready day after to-mor- 
ow. The Fifteenth Virginia may be concentrated on a suitable 
oint on the railroad and embark there. Reports from all the regi- 
ents must be made to the chief quartermaster of the wagons 
md other material left behind, and an officer and guard left with 
hem until received. The two pieces of artillery now reported to be 
it Webster have to be sent to Beverly to join Captain Keeper’s bat- 
ery. They will follow such troops as are intended by me to pro- 
seed to Beverly from Webster. Every effort should be made to 
1ave the troops prepared in time, so that no delay occurs and the 
memy given no opportunity to interfere with and interrupt our 
novements. Your headquarters willremain at New Creek ; depart- 
ment headquarters at Cumberland. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F, SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 1, 1864. 
Yolonel MULLIGAN, 
Commanding Division, New Creek: 

Your dispatch is received. Order transportation. I learn that 
ars will arrive to-night at New Creek, which can take two regi- 
nents early in the morning. 

F. SIGEL, 


Major-General. 


Hpgrs. CavaLry Div., Dept. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, W. Va., April 1, 1864. 
Yol. R. F. TAYLOR, 
Commanding First Brigade: 

CoLONEL : The brigadier-general commanding directs that you 
end 200 men under a reliable officer to Point of Rocks to arrest and 
ring to these headquarters Captain Means and his battalion. The 
fficer will be directed to act with coolness and discretion, but he 
vill be authorized to use any force that may be necessary to execute 
he above order. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient.servant, 
WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 1, 1864. 


srigadier-Genera: CROOK, 
Commanding Division, Charleston : 

Have you received your instructions direct from the general com- 
aanding the Army or not? If not, you will immediately prepare 
‘our command to move, and make the proper arrangements to 
emove your stores ae ona nete pobtoloniny your troops. Answer 
y telegraph, and send report etter and special messenger. 
Barastual ie i F. SIGEL, 

Major-General, 


~ 
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War DepartMENtT, Washington, April 1, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 


General Weitzel will be relieved from duty in the Department o 
the Gulf, and ordered to report to you for assignment to duty. 


By order of the Secretary of War : 
JAMES A. HARDIE, 
Colonel and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


eee 


Fort Monrog, Va., April 2, 1864—11.30 a. m. 


(Received 11.55 a. m.) 

Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 

Chief of Staff: | 

I should have been in Washington to-day but for a storm, still! 

raging to such an extent as to make navigation in the Chesapeak 
unsafe. I leave here as soon as the storm subsides. 

: U..8. GRANT, 

Lieutenant-General. 


SIGNAL STATION, GARNETT’S MOUNTAIN, 
April 2, 1864. 
Major-General WARREN : 
No change in enemy’s camps. 
FULLER, 
Signal Officer. 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
; April 2, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KILPATRICK, 

Commanding Third Cavalry Division: 
GrNERAL: In compliance with instructions which have been re- | 
ceived from Major-General Humphreys, chief of staff, Army of | 
the Potomac, the general commanding directs that you with raw | 
temporarily the detachment of your command at Grove Church to | 
some point near Morrisville. The supplies for this detachment can | 
be drawn from Bealeton. | 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, , 

EK. B. PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


& 
a 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., April 2, 1864. 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8S. GRANT, 


Army wm the Field : 
GENERAL : I have the honor to submit the following report : 
The two Maryland regiments at Harper’s Ferry having been fur- 
loughed on the 29th, as General Sullivan informs me, there can be 
assembled at Beverly only 5,635 men, infantry, leaving six regiments 
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pn the railroad from Parkersburg to Monocacy, some of them very 
small, which is the minimum number necessary to guard the road, 
ws may be seen from three letters of General Sullivan, which I send 
nelosed.* 

The following regiments are left on the road: 

The Sixth Virginia, from Parkersburg to Oakland, with a small 
reserve at Clarksburg. This regiment was raised and organized 
under the proviso to guard the railroad and was never in the field. 
There are twenty-eight block-houses on that line. 

The Twenty-third Ulinois, Colonel Mulligan’s old regiment, the 
remnant of the Irish Brigade, from Oakland to New Creek, with re- 
serve at New Creek. 

The Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania, from Cumberland to Hancock, 
reserve at Cumberland. This regiment was never in the field. 

4 The One hundred and sixteenth Ohio, from Hancock to Harper’s 
erry. 

The One hundred and twenty-third Ohio, from Harper’s Ferry to 
Monocacy bridge. 

Race ay ees aoeEeD Massachusetts, at Harper’s Ferry and Maryland 
eights. ; 

The following regiments are in motion or preparing to move : 

The First Virginia, 700 officers and men effective, arrived at 
Webster. 

The Tenth Virginia, 500 officers and men effective, at Beverly. 

The Eleventh Virginia, 707 officers and men effective, en route from 
Clarksburg and Bulltown to Beverly. 

The Thirteenth Virginia, 700 officers and men effective, at Cum- 
berland, will embark to-morrow. 

The Fourteenth Virginia, 602 officers and men effective, just ar- 
rived at New Creek from Burlington, to be embarked to Webster. 

The Fifteenth Virginia, 800 officers and men effective, at Sir John’s 
Run, will embark to-morrow. 

The Third and Fourth Pennsylvania [Reserves], 850 officers and 
men effective, to move from Harper’s Férry under General Sullivan 
to-night or to-morrow morning. 

The Twenty-eighth Ohio, 360 officers and men effective, at Bev- 
erly. Of this regiment, 258 men have left on veteran furlough the 
24th of last month. I would propose that this regiment may be re- 
tained for the present, if possible. 

The Second Maryland at New Creek, but many on furlough, 416 
officers and men effective. This regiment cannot leave New Creek 
before the 7th or 8th. 

Total effective force of infantry, ten regiments, 5,635 officers and 
men. be, 

The infantry will be under command of General Sullivan, the 
senior general officer in this department, and will be formed into two 
or three brigades. The artillery is prepared and will be at Beverly 
at the same time. General Averell is informed in regard to the cav- 
alry, and written orders were sent to him yesterday. Transporta- 
tion, provisions, ambulance corps, engineer tools, and asmall pontoon 
train will be ready, and every effort made to have the troops properly 
equipped and provided for. All the troops and trains will start from 
the two points, Webster and Clarksburg. 

I would respectfully request to be informed to whom I shall send 


* Not found as inclosures, 
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my letters and telegrams in regard to movements of the enemy ani} 
our own troops, when they are not in answer to your direct commis 
nications. I was instructed by Major Kelton, assistant _adjutan|, 
general, to send my communications to the Adjutant-General c 
the Army, but I confess that I am anxious to know the name of thif) 
officer at Washington to whom confidential dispatches and letter 
have to be sent by me at the present time, so that there may be n) j 
delay and confusion. I am perfectly satisfied with whatever in 
structions may be given to me in this matter, but as there mighify 
exist some misunderstanding on my part, I feel it my duty to apply 
to you, to be made aware of your wishes. i 
I am, general, very respectfully, 


F. SIGEL, 
Major-General, Commanding. | 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 2, 1864. 
(Received 9.30 p. m.) 
Brig. Gen. G. D. RAMSAY, 
Chief of Ordnance : 

Please send immediately 450,000 rounds of cartridges, caliber .58) 
and 50,000 rounds, caliber .54, to Webster, near Grafton, Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad. Invoice to Capt. John Carlin, chief of artillery 
and ordnance of this department. Formal requisition will be sent 
by mail. _ Please ercriladea receipt. * 

FRANZ SIGEL, 


Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, April 2, 1864. 


Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Commanding Harper’s Ferry, W. Va.: 


The general commanding ordered all the transportation to be col-| 
lected at Harper’s Ferry, and directs that you require the railroad 
company [to furnish] sufficient of it to move your command west. | 
He agrees with you in regard to the unprotected state in which the 


railroad will be left, but cannot help it. 
C. A. FREEMAN, 
LIneutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


| 


| 


CUMBERLAND, April 2, 1864. 
Colonel MULLIGAN, 
Commanding Division, New Creek: 

Order the company of the Fifteenth Virginia now at Burlington 
to join their regiment at Beverly. Order, also, the company of the 
Eleventh Virginia from Weston to Beverly. The companies of the 
Kleventh Virginia at Bulltown have to join their regiment at Bev- 
erly. The companies of the Sixth Virginia now at Bulltown have to 
stay there until further orders. 

F. SIGEL, 


Major-General. 
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HDQRS. CHIEF OF CAVALRY, DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, April 2, 1864. 
Colonel MULLIGAN, 

Commanding Division, New Creek, W. Va.: 


Please inform me whether the cavalry ordered yesterday by Major- 
General Sigel to proceed to Romney and Little Cacapon bridge was 
sent and whether you have heard from them. 

JUL. STAHEL, 
Major-General. 


New Creek, April 2, 1864—8.50 p. m. 
(Received 10 p. m.) 


Major-General STAHEL: 


Cavalry ordered out last midnight not yet heard from. 
JAS. A. MULLIGAN. 


CHAMBERSBURG, April 2, 1864. 
(Received 9.10 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. JULIUS STAHEL, 
: Cumberland : 


The Twentieth Regiment Pennsylvania Cavalry left Chambers- 
burg at 4 p. m., lst instant, en route for Charleston. They were 
neither mounted, except one squadron, nor armed, except with sabers. 
Requisitions for horses and ordnance stores required for the regi- 
ment are in the hands of Brigadier-General Wilson and General 
Ramsay. 

By command of Major-General Couch, 


Respectfully, 
JOHN 8. SCHULTZE, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, April [2], 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division: 
Have you any indication or information of movement of the enemy 
against our lines? Answer immediately. 
F. SIGEL, 


Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 2, 1864. 


Brigadier-General. CROOK, 
Charleston : 


I sent a telegram yesterday. Please answer. 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


N 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., April 2, 1864. 
Brigadier-General Crook, 
Charleston, W. Va.: | 
Have you received my telegram of yesterday requesting informa) 
tion whether you have received instructions from General Grant on} 
not, and ordering you to have your command in readiness for active) 


service ? 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 
GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. MippLe Dept., 8TH A.C., 
No. 20. Baltimore, Md., April 2, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. Daniel Tyler is hereby relieved from command of thej 
District of Delaware, and at the expiration of his present leave of] 
absence will report by letter to these headquarters. 

By command of Major-General Wallace : 

SAMUEL B. LAWRENCH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL Tia chee Hpars. MIpDLE Dept., 8TH A. C., 
No. 21. Baltimore, Md., April 2, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. John R. Kenly is hereby assigned to the command of 
the District of Delaware, headquarters at Wilmington; he will enter 
upon his duties at once. 
By command of Major-General Wallace: 
SAMUEL B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


NICHOLASVILLE, Ky., April 2, 1864. 
Brigadier-General FERRERO : 
Sixteen cars with 600 men, and three cars with horses and baggage | 
left at 6 p. m., Colonel Howard in charge of train. This train takes | 
all the men belonging to the corps. 
ROBT. A. HUTCHINS, 
Captain. 


| 
| 
ehtcinp 
| 
: 
| 


CONFIDENTIAL. | Fort Monrog, Va., April 2, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. BENJAMIN F’. BUTLER, 
Comdg. Dept. of Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, Va. : 

In the spring campaign, which it is desirable shall commence at as 
early a day as practicable, it is proposed to have co-operative action 
of all the armies in the field, as far as the object can be accomplished. 
It will not be possible to unite our armies into two or three large 
ones, to act as so many units, owing to the absolute necessity of hold- 
ing on to the territory already taken from the enemy; but, gener- 
ally speaking, concentration can be practically effected by armies 
moving to the interior of the enemy’s country from the territory 
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they have to guard. By such movement they interpose themselves 
between the enemy and the country to be guarded, thereby reducing 
the number necessary to guard important points, and at least occupy 
the attention of part of the enemy’s force, if no greater object is 
gained. lLee’s army and Richmond being the greater objects toward 
which our attention must be directed in the next campaign, it is de- 
sirable to unite all the force against them. 

The necessity for covering Washington with the Army of the Po- 
tomac and of covering your department with your army makes it 
impossible to unite these forces at the beginning of any move. I 
propose, therefore, what comes nearest this of anything that seems 
practicable. The Army of the Potomac will act from its present 

ase, Lee’s army being the objective point. 

You will collect all the forces from your command that can be 
spared from garrison duty—I should say not less than 20,000 effective 
men—to operate on the south side of the James River, Richmond 
being your objective point. To the force you already have will be 
added about 10,000 men from South Carolina, under Major-General 
Gillmore, who will command them in person. Maj. Gen. W. F. 
Smith is ordered to report to you to command the troops sent into 
the field from your own department. 

General Gillmore will be ordered to report to you at Fort Monroe, 
with all his troops on transports, by the 18th instant, or as soon 
thereafter as practicable. Should you not receive notice by that 
time to move, you will make such disposition of them and your other 
forces as you may deem best calculated to deceive the enemy as to 
the real move to be made. When you are notified to move take City 
Point with as much force as possible. Fortify, or rather intrench, 
at once, and concentrate all your troops for the field there as rapidly 
as you can. From City Point directions cannot be given at this 
time for your further movements. 

The fact that has already been stated, that is, that Richmond is to 
be your objective point, and that there is to be co-operation between 
your force and the Army of the Potomac, must be your guide. This 
indicates the necessity of your holding close to the south bank of the 
James River as you advance. Then,should the enemy be forced 
into his intrenchments in Richmond, the Army of the Potomac would 
follow, and by means of transports the two armies would become a 
unit. 

All the minor details of your advance are left entirely to your 
direction. If, however, you think it practicable to use your cavalry 
south of you so as to cut the railroad about Hicksford about the 
time of the general advance it would be of immense advantage. 

You will please forward for my information at the earliest practi- 
cable day all orders, details, and instructions you may give for the 
execution of this order. 

U. 8. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General. 


Hpers. ARMY AND District oF NoRTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 2, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Comdg. Sub-district of the Albemarle, Plymouth, N. C.: 
GENERAL: I am directed by the commanding general to request 
that you select/from your command some efficient officer, a lieutenant, 
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whom you will direct to report to me by letter immediately. Tha) 
duty to which this officer is to be assigned will be: _ Hy 

First. The distribution throughout your sub-district, and as mucli 
of the surrounding country as shall be practicable, of ten thousanc 
copies of the President’s amnesty proclamation. _He will acecm4)) 
pany all scouts and expeditions sent out by you into the enemy's 
lines, and will avail himself of every opportunity for giving this} 
proclamation the greatest possible circulation among the citizens off) 
North Carolina and the army of the Confederate States. ip 

I shall take the first opportunity to forward to you copies of this 
proclamation, which you will deliver to the officer whom you shall} 
select for this duty, and cause him to forward to me a receipt for th 
same when he shall report. 

Second. This officer will also be charged with the duty in your 
sub-district enjoined upon company Officers and officers commanding; 
recruiting rendezvous or depots in General Orders, No. 91, War De-! 
partment, Adjutant-General’s Office, promulgated in this district by, 
General Orders, No. 46, headquarters Army and District of North| 
Carolina, March 31, 1864. 

He will enter upon this duty at once, visiting every company com-! 
mander in your command, and ascertaining as nearly as possible the | 
number of men from each that can be transferred under this law. , 
He will report to me daily as to his progress in this matter and | 
concerning anything of interest relative to the distribution of the 
copies of amnesty proclamation and of men that may be qualified 
for transfer to the Navy. | 

I shall do myself the honor to visit you in the course of a week or | 
ten days, when I shall have the objects of these orders fully under | 
way in this district. 

In the mean time, I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your | 


obedient servant, 
: A. J. HOLBROOK, 
Lieutenant and Acting Aide-de-Camp. 


Lieut. Col. J. H. TAyuor, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 

CoLONEL: The regular patrols are in and report all quiet. The 
firing upon the wood train yesterday I think was by 4 of Kinche- 
loe’s men. I have sent out to-night a large party in the hopes of 
capturing a part of Kincheloe’s. He is said to be in the pines in 
the neck between the Occoquan and Bull Run. 

Respectfully, 


| 
ALEXANDRIA, April 2, 1864. | 


H. H. WELLS, 
LIneutenant-Colonel and Provost-Marshal. 


ALEXANDRIA, April 3, 1864. 
Colonel TAYLOR, Chief of Staff : a 
CoLonEL: The patrols report all quiet. The party sent out last 
last night have returned. They captured 5 guerrillas of Kincheloe’s 
band, and 1 horse and arms; two of the captured men are named 
Kincheloe, not the captain. 
H. H. WELLS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Provost-Marshal. 
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CUMBERLAND, MD., April 3, 1864—6 p. m. 
(Received 9.15 p. m.) 
Col. E. D. TownseEnp, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I respectfully request that General Ord and General Averell return 
immediately to this department, to enter upon their duties according 
to the instructions of General Grant. 

FRANZ SIGEL, 


a Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 3, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper’s Ferry : , 
Please telegraph the time when your troops leave, so that I may 
give the necessary directions. 
F. SIGEL, 


Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, April 3, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper’s Ferry, W. Va.: 
The general commanding directs me to say that your dispatch in 
relation to your troops being on the way is received, and is all 


right. 
C. A. FREEMAN, 
Ineutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


MARTINSBURG, April 3, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELvin, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cumberland: 

Scout from Strasburg just returned reports no enemy nearer than 
Lexington, except Imboden, who has 250 mounted men. Report 
says that Rosser is going to Culpeper from Lexington. Reliable 
information says that the left wing of Lee’s army has been falling 


back since last Tuesday. 
WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 3, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. GEORGE CROOK, 
Charleston, W. Va.: 

Letter of Brigadier-General Duffié regarding occupation of Sum- 
merville received. You are authorized to withdraw from Summer- 
villeif, in view of present position and probable movements hereafter, 
you deem it best to do so. Please report action under this. 

By order of Major-General Sigel : 

T. MELVIN, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 
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| 
Fort Monroe, VA., Apri 3, 1864. | 

(Received 9.10 p. m.) | 

Maj. J. D. Kurtz, | 
In Charge of Engineer Bureau, Washington, D. C.: | 

In view of contemplated movements of the army in this region, i| 
is absolutely necessary that I should have a train of twenty-five can 
vas boats and appendages. I would respectfully request that orders 
be sent to Mr. Trowbridge, in New York, to furnish me with it as 
soon ag possible unless there is already one available in some othe 
quarter. Please answer. 
F. U. FARQUHAR, 

Captain U. S. Engineers. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) WAR DeEpt., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 144. Washington, April 4, 1864. : 
I. By direction of the President of the United States, the follow- 
ing changes and assignments are made in army corps commands 3) 
Maj. Gen. P. H. Sheridan is assigned to command the Cavalr 


Corps, Army of the Potomac. 
* * * * * * * 


II. Capt. Horace Porter, U.S. Ordnance Department, is announced! 
as an aide-de-camp to Lieutenant-General Grant, with the rank of} 
lieutenant-colonel. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

K. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. | 
| 


Stony MountvAIN SIGNAL STATION, 
April 4, 1864—10.30 a. m. 
General HANCOCK : 
A small party of the enemy is employed this morning on the works 
under construction near Somerville Ford. All quiet. 
oe TAYLOR, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 


GARNETT’S MOUNTAIN SIGNAL STATION, 
April 4, 1864—10 a. m. 
Major-General WARREN: Z 
Can see no change. No movement. 
WIGGINS, 
Signal Officer. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 4, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. FRANZ SIGEL, 
Comdg. Dept. of West Virginia, Cumberland, Md. : 

In my letter of instructions for organizing an expedition from 
your department for the purpose of cutting the Virginia and Ten- 
nessee Railroad, I fixed the route by Covington and the number of 
troops of each arm to be sent, on limited information of the country 
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0 be traversed and on examination of your last returns. I under- 
stood the best and most accessible route was from Covington. If 
shis is not the case I do not insist upon the route, but only upon the 
work to be done. 

If you can increase the cavalry force to go with the expedition, do 
30. As the first part of the route to be traveled by this expedition 
is through a country that will furnish but little subsistence or for- 
age a larger train will have to accompany it than I designed. This 
will be pretty well exhausted of supplies before reaching Lewisburg, 
where the country becomes rich, and the most of it can be returned 
to Beverly under an escort of, say, 800 to 1,000 men, which will have 
to be detached from the expedition for that purpose. 

This expedition, being co-operative with movements made by other 
armies, cannot leave Beverly until the other armies are ready to leave 
also. Iam now satisfied preparations cannot be made elsewhere 
before the 20th instant. You may understand, then, you have until 
the 20th instant to concentrate your forces. 

It is possible the expedition with Generals Ord and Averell may 
have to return to you by way of the Shenandoah Valley. To pro- 
vide against this contingency you should collect any available force 
you may have at a convenient point from which to march on Staun- 
ton to meet them. Should you find it necessary to go to Staunton, 
you will want to take as large a supply train as you can, to not only 
provide for the troops you take with you, but to feed those you go 
so meet. Please consult General Averell as to the most practicable 
routes for accomplishing the object to be attained, and advise with 
me by telegraph and letter of your conclusions. 

U. 8. GRANT, 


Tieutenant-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 4, 1864. 


Major-General SIGEL, 
Cumberland, Md. : 

Your letter of the 2d received. It will be early enough for troops 
(0 reach Beverly by the 15th instant. This will enable many of 
your absentees to return in time for the proposed move. AI] com- 
munications addressed to the Adjutant-General of the Army, Wash- 
ington, are immediately forwarded to me, when important, for my 
information or action. While I am in immediate telegraphic com- 
munication there is no objection, however, to communicating with 
me direct in such matters as you deem necessary. 

U. 8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant- General. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 4, 1864—5.30 p. m. 
(Received 7.05 p. m.) 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
War Department, Washington, D. C.: 


Your dispatch of to-day in regard to the movement of troops is 
received. I will act according to your instructions given in the 


relegram. 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


i 4 
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| 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., April 4, 1864, | 
Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. C.: 
CoLoNnEL: I take leave to direct the attention of the Secreta 
of War to the letter inclosed,* and respectfully request that twel 
30-pounder Parrotts with the necessary ammunition and other mat; 
atinnayhe sent to this department immediately, eight of them to r/ 
main at Cumberland to arm the intrenchments under constructioi 
and nearly finished, and four to be sent to New Creek for the sam 
purpose. Cumberland and New Creek are at present almost open an 
unprotected places. If the forts are armed and receive a small ga) 
rison, these cities will not be exposed to raids and surprises and wi. 
be able even to resist a formal attack made by largely superior nun) 
bers. I therefore hope that my request be approved, and the Ord 
nance Department instructed to send the guns. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


| 
CUMBERLAND, MD., April 4, 1864—1 p. m. | 

(Received 1.40 p. m.) | 

ADJUTANT-GENERAL U.S. ARMY: 
The following is reported : | 
i 


Reliable information says that the left wing of Lee’s army has been falling bac 
since last Tuesday. 


FRANZ SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., April 4, 1864—6 p.m. (Rec’d 7 p. m.) 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL U. §. ARMY: ! 
Information is received that the enemy is fortifying Jennings’ Gap 
northwest of Staunton. 
FRANZ SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 4, 1864—12.45 p. m. 


Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Harper's Ferry,W. Va.: 


The Maryland troops furloughed by orders from Washington cai 
be allowed to go if they will return to Harper’s Ferry by the 10t1 
instant. Inform General Sigel of this dispatch. 

U. 8. GRANT, 


Tieutenant-General. 


* Not found. 
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é CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 4, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER AT WEBSTER: 

The troops at Webster must be prepared to march to-morrow 
morning in the direction of Beverly. They will take two days’ 
ooked rations in their haversacks and three in their knapsacks. 
Transportation in accordance with instructions given to Colonel 


'Thoburn. 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 4, 1864. 
Colonel THOBURN: 

Send only one good regiment to Beverly to-morrow with as little 
baggage as possible. The other troops now at Webster may remain 
there until further orders, as the weather is too unfavorable for 
moving them just now. The following regiments will form your 
brigade: The First Virginia, the Second Virginia, the Fourth Vir- 
ginia, and the Fifteenth Virginia, and Carlin’s battery. Your bri- 
gade will be named the Second. 

F. SIGEL, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 4, 1864. 
Colonel THoBURN, Webster: 

Have any of General Sullivan’s troops arrived at Webster ? Please 
tell me. The cavalry company was sent from here to assist you at 
Webster as orderlies, &c. They will not leave Webster for Beverly, 
but stay there subject to General Stahel’s orders. Let the regiment 
ordered in advance repair the road, and especially bridges. 

F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 4, 1864. 
Colonel MULLIGAN, Commanding Division, New Creek: 
To-morrow I will send you instructions in regard to the organiza- 
tion of the Army of West Virginia. Meanwhile I have ordered Col- 
onel Thoburn to take charge of the troops at Webster, to provide 
for them, and to start them from that point. I will communicate 
directly with him and send you copies of telegrams. He is, how- 
ever, regarded as under your orders until further arrangements. 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. CHIEF OF CAVALRY, DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Apri 4, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, Comdg. Division, Martinsburg : 

The order given in my letter to send 1,500 men to Webster is by 
order of General Sigel, so modified that you will send 500 men to 
Webster and 1,000 men to Clarksburg. Notify the railroad agent. 
P| cknowledge receipt. 
ae c 4 JUL. STAHEL, 


Major-General. 
51 R R—VOL XXXII 
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CHARLESTON, W. Val, April 4, 1864. 
(Received April 6. 


Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va.: 
I visited Marietta, Ohio. The Thirty-sixth Ohio Volunteer Infe 
try, on veteran furlough at that place, agree to the conditions +} 
were speaking of. Their furlough is up on the 19th instant. I nei} 
at least one more infantry regiment. Will you please order it | 
once? I have just learned that the Eighth Ohio Volunteer Caval 
and the Twentieth Pennsylvania Volunteers are not mounted 


fully equipped yet. 
cee GEORGE CROOK, 
Brigadier-General. 


{ 
| 
| 
CHARLESTON, April 4, 1864. | 


Maj. Gen. F. SIGEL, 
Cumberland, Md. : 


I will order the troops from Summerville to their old posts. They 
is a company of State troops stationed there that will serve for a coryj 
of observation. When Iadvance all avenues leading here will be pre 
tected by my advancing columns. I will leave a sufficient for 
behind to protect my rear. I will want a depot of supples her 
either to draw on or to fall back on, in case of necessity. Durin 
the summer the water becomes so low that it is difficult to get sup 
plies here. Will you please order the remainder of the Third Vir 
ginia Cavalry here at once so I can get in shape? Will the Seventi 
Virginia Cavalry be ordered here? JI would like another mounte 
regiment here in addition to those already ordered, to carry out m 
part of the programme. 

Please hurry forward ordnance and ordnance stores for me. 

GEORGE CROOK, 
Brigadier-General, 


GENERAL ORDERS, a Hpagrs. District oF DELAWARE, 
ia Ge j Wilmington, April £, 1864. 

1. In obedience to General Orders, No. 21, headquarters Middl 
Department, Eighth Army Corps, I assume command of the Dis 
trict of Delaware. 

2. All reports and returns required by existing orders and th 
general regulations of the Army of the United States will be mad 
by the troops at and in the vicinity of Wilmington to Maj. Henr 
B. Judd, U. S. Army, commanding the post ; by all other troops i 
the district, direct to the adjutant-general at these headquarters. 

3. Lieut. John Huidekoper, One hundred and fiftieth Pennsy. 
vania Volunteers, is announced as aide-de-camp and acting assis’ 
ant adjutant-general, 

i», JOHN R. KEENLY, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, 
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New York, April 4, 1864. 
‘Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, : 
| General-in-Chief, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: I beg to inclose to you a copy of letter sent in January 
last * tothe Secretary of War. Not knowing if you had seen the let- 
ter, and in view of the fact that the Ninth Army Corps, including 
the old Third Division, will probably be ina few days concentrated 
at Annapolis and below, with a strength of 40,000 or more men, I 
deem it not improper to send it for your consideration. 

Some of the regiments of the old Third Division are now in the 
Department of the South, and I would respectfully suggest that 
some of the old regiments that were with me in North Carolina, and 
now on furlough from the Department of the South, should be 
ordered to take their place in the Third Division. 

The Twenty-fourth Massachusetts and the Eleventh Connecticut 
are the two regiments which I would like to have report, instead of 
the One hundred and seventeenth and One hundred and third and 
Third New York, now on Folly Island. 

The Third Division can be concentrated at Norfolk, or such other 
point as you may think desirable, and would by this arrangement be 
composed of the following regiments: The Eighth, Eleventh, Fif- 
teenth, Sixteenth, and Twenty-first Connecticut, the Tenth and 
Thirteenth New Hampshire, the Fourth Rhode Island, now in Gen- 
eral Butler’s command, and the EKighty-ninth New York, now on 
furlough. ‘ 

If orders could be issued for concentrating this division it would 
to some extent increase enlistments in the different regiments. I am 
interesting myself in the recruiting, as if the order had already been 
issued. I made the application for the increased artillery to General 
Halleck, and suppose it has been laid before you. 

It would seem advisable that the batteries should be ordered to 
report to the headquarters of the Ninth Corps at Annapolis. It 
might be advisable to concentrate the Third Division in North Car- 
olina, if it is decided that the future operations of the corps are to 
be in that section. 

I send this by Lieutenant Van Vliet, of my staff. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant 
— A. E. BURNSIDE, 
Major-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, April 4, 1864. 
Commodore JoHN W. LIVINGSTON, 
Commanding Naval Station, Norfolk : 

ComMopDORE: Lieutenant-General Grant shared with me the 
regret we both felt at not being able to land at the navy-yard and 
meet you, as we had proposed, owing to the threatening inclemency 
of the weather, which rendered it necessary for us to return at once. 
I trust in a few days we shall see General Grant here again, when 
we will endeavor to do that which we failed to do on Friday. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


*See of Ji anuary 26, and Stanton’s reply, January 29, pp. 427, 448, 
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WASHINGTON, D. C., April 4, 1864. 5 
Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Department of the South ; | 

GenERAL: Lieutenant-General Grant directs that you move with | 
all possible dispatch so much of your forces as in your judgment can | 
be safely spared from the Department of the South to Fort Monroe, 
Va., and report to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, who will have orders in 
regard to your future operations. You will turn over the Depart- | 
ment of the South and the troops which you may deem necessary to 
leave there to Brig. Gen. J. P. Hatch. You will be joined at Fort 
Monroe by the regiments and fractions of regiments belonging to | 
the Department of the South which have been on furlough at the | 
North, and are now rendezvousing here preparatory to their return 
to your command. The troops which you bring with you and those | 
which join you at Fort Monroe will constitute the Tenth Army | 
Corps. You will bring with you their arms, baggage, and trans- | 
portation. Fractional portions now North of such regiments as | 
you may leave inthe Department of the South will be sent by you 
from Fort Monroe to their proper commands inthe South. Of course | 
the arms, baggage, &c., of such parts of organizations will not be | 
brought north. The selection of the troops to be brought north for |! 
active operations in the field is left entirely to your own judgment. 
The lieutenant-general, however, expects from your own reports 
that your effective command on its arrival at Fort Monroe will be 
from 7,000 to 11,000 men. This corps, increased by such forces as | 
we may be able to give it, will be commanded by you in the field. | 
General Grant hopes that your command will reach Fort Monroe | 
by the 18th instant; if not by that time, as soon thereafter as possi- _ 
ble. The troops should arrive ready in every respect for the field. 
Apply to Major-General Butler for such supplies as you may 
require. Should he not be able to meet your requisitions, telegraph 
immediately on ascertaining that fact to the proper department in 
Washington. 

The Twenty-sixth U. $8. Colored and the Twenty-ninth Connecti- 
cut Colored Regiments will be immediately sent to the Department 
of the South. They number about 900 each. Possibly another 
colored regiment will be sent to that department, but do not rely on 
it. General Meigs is collecting vessels to assist in bringing up your 
forces and their transportation. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
) HB, Wa HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


$3 


GENERAL isch Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE PoToMAC, 
No. 15. April 5, 1864. 

I, The organization of the provost-marshal’s department of this 
army will be as follows: 

First. At army headquarters the officers and guards at present 
authorized. 

At army corps headquarters a provost-marshal having the rank of 
field officer, assisted by a captain or lieutenant, and such guards as 
in the judgment of the corps commander may be necessary for the 
efficient working of the department. 


At division headquarters a provost-marshal having the rank of 
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aptain, with one full company of infantry subject to his orders, to 
erve as guards and perform such other duties as may be required of 
he department. 

Second, The corps and division provost-marshals may be changed 
vy corps commanders, for cause, but all such changes, together with 
he reasons therefor, will be promptly reported to the provost-mar- 
hal-general. 

Third. The official correspondence between the officers of the pro- 
ost-marshal’s department will be regulated by the provisions of para- 
raph 1 of General Orders, No. 81, of August 20, 1863, ftom these 
eadquarters. 

Ti. The following is established as the organization and equipment 
f the pioneer parties of this army: 

First. The unit of organization will be by brigade. In each bri- 
‘ade 1 man shall be selected for every 50 men equipped for dut 
nit; for every 10 men thus selected a corporal shall be detailed, 
nd for every 20 a sergeant, and for each brigade 1 lieutenant. 

For each division a first lieutenant of old date or a captain shall 
ye detailed to command the pioneers of the division, who will be a 
nember of the division staff, and be furnished with a horse and 
quipments by the quartermaster’s department. 

The pioneers will be armed as they were in their.regiments, and 
nen and officers will be especially selected for fitness for the duty. 
Phey will be excused from all guard and picket duty and from ordi- 
ary fatigue details. The tools will be furnished in the following 
yroportions, viz, five-tenths axes, three-tenths shovels, two-tenths 
yicks, and be carried on pack-mules during the march, each mule 
arrying the tools for 40 pioneers. The quartermaster’s department 
vill provide the necessary mules and appropriate panniers for this 
ervice. 

Brigade and division commanders are directed to give special at- 
ention to the prompt formation and equipment of their pioneer 
yarties. 

In camp, the pioneer parties will make the ordinary repairs to 
oads, build bridges, &c. On the march, they will move at the head 
f the infantry column and promptly put in order all parts of the 
oute where artillery and wagons have to pass, whether for their 
wn command or for troops to follow. 

Second. Corps commanders will cause 1 non-commissioned officer 
nd 25 efficient men to be selected and placed under the orders of the 
hief quartermaster of the corps to serve as a mounted pioneer party 
o accompany the trains, and to be provided with 10 axes, 10 spades, 
ad 5 picks. The horses and equipments for the pioneers for the 
rains will be furnished by the quartermaster’s department. 

III. General Orders, No. 100, of November 5, 1863, from these head- 
uarters, is so far modified as to authorize, in addition to present 
llowances, the following, viz: 

At each army corps headquarters one two-horse wagon, without 
prings ; three saddle-horses for contingent wants. 

At each division headquarters one two-horse wagon, without 
prings ; two saddle-horses for contingent wants, 4 

At each brigade headquarters one common two-horse spring 
ragon; one saddle-horse for contingent wants. 

The additional wagons thus authorized are for the transportation 
f paymasters, sick officers, and the public mails, and will not be 
sed for private purposes. 
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IV. When regiments of cavalry, artillery, or infantry exceed 1,000 | 
men the allowances of transportation will be regulated according to | 
the proportion established in General Orders, No. 100, of November | 
5, 1863,* from these headquarters for regiments having less than 1,000 | 
men, | 
By command of Major-General Meade: 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
No. 86. § April 5, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 


13. Maj. Gen. P. H. Sheridan, U. 8. Volunteers, having reported | 
to the major-gereral commanding, is, in compliance with General 
Orders, No. 144, of the 4th instant, from the War Department, as- 
signed to the command of the Cavalry Corps, and will enter upon 
duty accordingly. 

4 * 2 * * * 
By command of Major-General Meade: 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpars. Cav. Corps, ARMY OF POTOMAC, 
No. 15. April 5, 1864. 

Paragraph 2 of General Orders, No. 6, of January 15, 1864, from — 
these headquarters, in the following words, is hereby revoked : 

Every guerrilla or other rebel wearing the uniform of a U.S. soldier caught in 
the act of making war against any of the forces of this command will be hung upon 
the spot. 

By command of Brigadier-General Gregg: 


K. B. PARSONS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


| 
oa : 
| 


GENERAL ORDERS, | Hpagrs. Cav. Corps, ARMY oF Potomac, 
No. 16. i April 5, 1864. 
In accordance with paragraph 13 of Special Orders, No. 86, of 
April 5, 1864, from headquarters Army of the Potomac, the under- 
signed assumes command of the Cavalry Corps. 
_P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General of Volunteers. 


MERRITY’S HEADQUARTERS, April 5, 1864. 
Capt. E. B. PARsons: 

All quiet along the picket-lines. Commanding officer of the 
Reserve Brigade reports heavy details of the enemy throwing up 
works on the banks of the Rapidan opposite his line. 

W. MERRITT, 
Brigadier-General. 
* See Vol. XXIX, Part II, p. 420. 
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FAIRFAX CouRT-Houss, April 5, 1864. 
jeut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff: 
_I have the honor to report all quiet. Some guerrillas were seen 
shis morning in the vicinity of our lines. A detachment of cavalry 
was sent in search of them, but have not yet returned. 
R.. OW LY GER: 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., April 5, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. Max WEBER, 
Washington, D. C.: 

GENERAL: By orders of the War Department, of which I send a 
copy, you have been assigned to this department. You will there- 
fore please report in person at these headquarters as soon as possi- 
ble, to be assigned to the command at Harper’s Ferry. You may 
therefore leave your horses and baggage in Washington until you 
return to Harper’s Ferry. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
¥F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, Apri 5, 1864. 
Colonel THORBURN, 
Webster or Grafton: 

CoLONEL: The weather being too unfavorable for movement of 
roops and trains, you will please stay with the troops at Grafton or 
Webster, or at both places, until further orders. You will have to 
stay probably three or four days. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. SIGEL. 


IN THE FIELD, CULPEPER CourRT-HoUusE, V4., 
April 5, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE, 
Commanding Ninth Army Corps: 

Your letter of yesterday, inclosing copy of your letter of the 26th 
xf January to the Secretary of War, was received this morning just 
is I was leaving Washington, and so short a time before leaving 
shat I did not get to read it until my arrival here. 

The plan of operations for this spring’s campaign I fixed upon 
ilmost immediately on assuming command of the army, and I yet see 
10 reason to change. It does not embrace the movements proposed in 
your letter to the Secretary of War. If it did, your request for the 
-eturn of troops formerly belonging to the Ninth Army Corps would 
9e immediately complied with. I may yet be able to return them 
o the Ninth Corps, but it can only be after they meet in the field. 

The artillery for yourcommand will be taken from the defenses of 
Washington, where they are now well quartered and provided for. 
[To move them to Annapolis, from which place they would have 
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again to be moved so soon, could not compensate by any benefits t 
arise from it for the inconvenience of such a transfer, to say nothin, 
of the expense it would put the Government to. | 

I cannot make clear to you the reasons why your requests fo 
transfer of troops cannot be immediately granted without givin 
you the plan of operations which I propose, and forwhich most oj) 
the preparatory instructions have already gone out. When we meet 
I will take great pleasure in communicating to you fully (as it wil 
be my duty to do in view of the part you are expected to take) wha 
is to be done. I wish you to get forward to Annapolis by the 20th} 
instant all the force you can, and be in readiness to move at a day’s 
notice with whatever force you may have at any time after that. 
. Lhave appointed Colonel Babceck an aide on my staff, but have 
not been able to communicate the fact to him. If you know wher 
he is please order him to report to me. 

U.S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
[April 5, 1864. ] 
Confidential memoranda for General Meigs: General Grant_has| 
directed General Gillmore, with about 10,000 men, to report at Fort 
Monroe. I understand that General Gillmore has water are | 
tion for about 5,000, consequently he must make two trips unless 
vessels can, be sent to him from the North. There are two colored 
‘regiments (1,800 men) at Annapolis to be sent to South Carolina, and 
a third will probably be ready in about a week. Can vessels be sent 
with these and bring back Gillmore’s command? Canany vessels be 
sent for troops to Department of the South? Please give memo- 
randa to Captain Scott or see me before 2 o’clock. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Fort Monroe, Va., April 5, 1864. 
(Received 1 p. m.) 
Hon. E, M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War: 
The Twenty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteers, who are now returned 
from the Department of the Gulf on furlough, was the regiment 
which I enlisted from my neighborhood, in my own town of Lowell, 
to go to the Gulf. Out of 600 they have re-enlisted 541 men, leav- 
ing only about 200 recruits in New Orleans who could not re-enlist. 
It would be very pleasant for me to have that regiment. 
BENJ. ¥. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 


pete. oY AR DEE Sa 
: ashington City, April 5, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. Buruer, : pede 
Comdg. Dept. of Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, Va.: 
Str: The Secretary of War directs me to acknowledge the receipt 
of your communication of the 28th ultimo, requesting that Colonel 
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reight and his regiment might be transferred to your department, 
id to inform you in reply that he cannot consistently grant your 
quest at present. 
| Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ED. R. S. CANBY, 
Brigadier-General and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CULPEPER CouRT-HoUSE, April 6, 1864. 
i (Received 8.30 p. m.) 
fajor-General HALLECK: 
If General Burnside is in Washington please send him here. If 
e is not in Washington, do you know whether he will be there 


ithin a day or two? 
U. S. GRANT. 


CULPEPER CouRT-HousE, April 6, 1864. 
(Received 10.10 p. m.) 
fajor-General HALLECK: 
Is General Wilson to come here? If he can be spared from the 
ey elry Bureau he is much wanted to command a cavalry division. 
would like to know the decision of the Secretary of War in this 
atter as soon as possible, so that the cavalry command can be 


‘ranged. 
WS. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 
ENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
No. 16. April 6, 1864. 


The following assignments to duty of officers of the Subsistence 
epartment are announced. No changes will be made in these 
ssignments except upon orders issued or approved at these head- 
uarters : 


SUBSISTENCE DEPARTMENT. 
Second Corps. 


Lieut. Col. Joseph S. Smith, chief commissary of subsistence. 
First Division, Capt. A. C. Voris, commissary of subsistence. 
First Brigade, Capt. R. W. Thompson, jr., commissary of sub- 
stence, 

Second Brigade, Capt. C. S. Langdon, commissary of subsistence. 
Third Brigade, Capt. L. L. Rose, commissary of subsistence. 
Fourth Brigade, Capt. G. P. Burnham, commissary of subsist- 
ice. 

Second Division, Capt. Thomas S. Crombarger, commissary of 
ibsistence. ; 
First Brigade, Capt. Frederick W. Owen, commissary of subsist- 
ice. 

Second Brigade, Capt. George B. Corkhill, commissary of subsist- 
1ce, 
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Third Brigade, Capt. W. A. Nichols, commissary of subsistence 
Third Division, Capt. C. M. Robins, commissary of subsistence. 
First Brigade, Capt. G. W. Cooney, commissary of subsistence. 


ence. 
Fourth Division, Capt. J. D. Earle, commissary of subsistence. 
First Brigade, Capt. C. J. Queen, commissary of subsistence. 


Second Brigade, Capt. G. W. Beach, commissary of subsistence. 
Artillery Brigade, Capt. J. T. Elliott, commissary of subsistence., 


Fifth Corps. 


Capt. D. L. Smith, acting chief commissary of subsistence. 

First Division, Capt. M. R. Came, commissary of subsistence. 
First Brigade, Capt. E. W. Warren, commissary of subsistence, 
Second Brigade, Capt. W. T. W. Ball, commissary of subsistence, 
Third Brigade, Capt. G. H. Weir, commissary of subsistence. 
Second Division, Capt. F. Gerker, commissary of subsistence. 
First Brigade, Capt. N. Mayhew, commissary of subsistence. 
Second Brigade, Capt. B. F. Bucklin, commissary of subsistence. 
Third Brigade, Capt. W. L. Kenly, commissary of subsistence. 
Third Division, Capt. P. B. Spear, commissary of subsistence. 
First Brigade, Capt. J. D. Adair, commissary of subsistence. 
Third Brigade, Capt. J. 8. Burdette, commissary of subsistence. 
Fourth Division, Capt. C. McClure, commissary of subsistence. - 
First Brigade, Capt. H. C. Holloway, commissary of subsistence. 
Second Brigade, Capt. A. Walker, commissary of subsistence. 
Third Brigade, Capt. W. R. Rathbone, commissary of subsistence. 
Artillery Brigade, Capt. 8. R. Steel, commissary of subsistence. 


Siath Corps. 


Capt. James K. Scofield, acting chief commissary of subsistence. 
First Division, Capt. J. G. Fitts, commissary of subsistence. 
First Brigade, Capt.-E. 8. Converse, commissary of subsistence. 
Second Brigade, Capt. H. M. Swift, commissary of subsistence. 
Third Brigade, Capt. W. D. Wesson, commissary of subsistence. 
Fourth Brigade, Capt. N. Ellmaker, commissary of subsistence. 
Second Division, Capt. C. F. Morse, commissary of subsistence. 
First Brigade, Capt. H. B. Masters, commissary of subsistence. 
Second Brigade, Capt. A. B. Valentine, commissary of subsist- 
ence. 
Third Brigade, Capt. G. T, Burroughs, commissary of subsist- 
ence. 
Fourth Brigade, Capt. W. I. Ellis, commissary of subsistence. 
Third Division, Capt. E. M. Buchanan, commissary of subsist- 
ence, 
First Brigade, Capt. D. H. Veech, commissary of subsistence. 
Second Brigade, Capt. H. L. McKee, commissary of subsistence. 
Artillery Brigade, Capt. D. Tarbell, commissary of subsistence. 


Cavalry Corps. 


Lieut. Col. G. H. Woods, acting chief commissary of subsistence. 

First Division, Capt. M. F. Hale, commissary of subsistence. 

First Brigade, Lieut. A. L. Shannon, acting commissary of sub- 
sistence, 


Second Brigade} Capt. D. C. Tomlinson, commissary of subsist! 


{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
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q Second Brigade, Capt. William Thompson, commissary of sub- 
gstence. 
| Reserve Brigade, Lieut. P. Dwyer, acting commissary of subsist- 
nce. 
| Second Division, Capt. P. Pollard, commissary of subsistence. 
| First Brigade, Capt. J. N. Potter, commissary of subsistence. 
| Second Brigade, Lieut. H. 8. King, acting commissary of subsist- 
nce. 
Third Division, Capt. G. I. Taggart, commissary of subsistence. 
First Brigade, Lieut. James Moffitt, acting commissary of subsist- 
nee. 

Second Brigade, Lieut. M. H. Wooster, acting commissary of 
ubsistence. 


Reserve Artillery. 


Capt. B. F. Talbot, chief commissary of subsistence. 

First Brigade, Capt. M. Bayles, commissary of subsistence. 

Second Brigade, Capt. L. W. Muzzey, commissary of subsistence. 

First Brigade, Horse Artillery, Capt. H. L. Cranford, commissary 
f subsistence. 

Second Brigade, Horse Artillery, First Lieut. W. M. Maynadier, 
cting commissary of subsistence. 

Officers whose positions are changed by the foregoing arrange- 
aent will at once report for duty with the commands to which they 
ave been assigned. 

By command of Major-General Meade : 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GARNETT’S MountTaAIN, April 6, 1864—10 a. m. 
‘Japtain NorRTON, 
Chief Signal Officer : 


No change in enemy’s camps. Norise inriver. Railroad bridge 


ot repaired. 
FULLER, 
Signal Officer. 


Stony MounrvaAIN, Apri 6, 1864—10 a. m. 
‘aptain NORTON: 
From 50 to 100 of the enemy are at work this a. m. upon the works 
ear Somerville Ford. All quiet. 
TAYLOR. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS, 
Cole’s Hill, Culpeper County, Va., April 6, 1864. 
Extract from report of Col. Elijah Walker, corps officer of the 
ay, for April 4 to 5, 1864: 


I visited the lines of Third, Second, and First Divisions. The officer in command 
‘the Third Division picket informed me that there was an interval along the 
ver between his left and the Fifth Corps which was not picketed; that he had 
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been informed by a colored man that some of Mosby’s men had crossed and rf 
crossed the river at that place during the winter. I requested the division office} 
of the day to make a personal examination, and make such disposition as would 


nt ssing. i | 
eee ELIJAH WALKER, 
Colonel and Corps Officer of the Day. | | 


Extract from report of Lieut. Col. R. E. Winslow, Sixty-eightH : 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, division officer of the day, Third Division, 
Second Corps, for April 4 to 5, 1864: 

The left of the picket-line, in my opinion, requires strengthening or a more com4 
plete connection made with the corps on that part of our line. The gap is consid~ 
erable between the two corps, being at least 1 mile. 

R. E. WINSLOW, 


Lieutenant-Colonel and Division Officer of the Day. | 
| 


The picket-line along the Rappahannock from Kelly’s Ford up to 
Wheatley’s Dam and Ford, directed to be established by the com-} 
mander of the Second Corps, from orders and through Major-Gen-} 
eral Humphreys, chief of staff, Army of the Potomac, was per-| 
fected and two picket-posts in addition established about the dam, | 
These extracts refer to the space yet existing higher up the river. 


| 
Respectfully forwarded. 
WINF’D 8S. HANCOCK, 

Major-General, Commanding. | 
| 


{. 


CULPEPER CouRT-HousgE, VA., April 6, 1864. 
(Received 11 a. m.) 
' Maj. Gen. FRANZ SIGEL, 

% Cumberland, Md. : 

If the enemy move against any part of your line, as your infor- 
mation would.indicate they intended, the concentration you are 
making would enable you to meet them successfully. Of course 
you would in such a case take such a force as you deemed necessary, 
regardless of any expedition ordered from here when no advance of 
the enemy was contemplated. Your forces would be accomplishing 
at home the greatest advantage expected of them by moving south, if 
the enemy do attack you in foree—that is, they would divide him. 

U.. S.GRANT 
Lieutenant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 6, 1864—8 p. m. 
(Received 9 p. m.) 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 

Your letter of 4th April is received, through Major-General Ord; 
also your telegram of to-day. I have no information of important 
movements of the enemy, and everything is going on well. With 
regard to movement of our troops I will send report in writing, with 
some suggestions I think necessary. I made application to the 
Adjutant-General to have the regiment of heavy artillery now at 
Baltimore transferred to this department to occupy Harper’s Ferry, 
at least temporarily, so that more infantry from there can be made 
' available for the field. I also requested the Governor of [West] Vir- 

ginia to call out part of the State militia to take care of the railroad, 
and will report the result. 

F. SIGEL, 


Major-General. 
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CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 6, 1864. 
(Received 9.30 p. m.) 

ADJUTANT-GENERAL U. 8. ARMY: 

_ Having received instructions from Army Headquarters which make 

he withdrawal of infantry from Harper’s Ferry a necessity, I respect- 

ully request that the regiment of heavy artillery now at Baltimore 

shall be sent to Harper’s Ferry to garrison the forts and place. 

) FRANZ SIGHL, 

Major-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } Hpg@rs. DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 68. Cumberland, Md., April 6, 1864, 
* * K * * * * 

VII. Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord, having been assigned to this depart- 
nent for duty by orders of the heutenant-general commanding Armies 
of the United States, will proceed to Grafton, Webster, and Beverly, 
W. Va., as soon as practicable and assume command of the troops 
issembled at those points, and make such arrangements as are In 
iccordance with instructions and orders from these headquarters. 
Jommanders of regiments and battalions now at the points herein 
ndicated, and of such other troops as may hereafter be assigned to 
im, will obey and respect his orders and instructions. 


IX. Brig. Gen. J. C. Sullivan, U. 8. Volunteers, is hereby assigned 
o the command of the division of infantry now being assembled at ' 
Webster, Grafton, and Clarksburg, W. Va., including the regiments 
tationed at Beverly, W. Va., commanded by Col. A. Moor, Twenty- 
ighth Ohio. 

XI. The organization of the Second Division of this department 
laving been dissolved by large transfers to another command, the 
nfantry and artillery remaining will be organized forthwith into a 
eparate brigade, to be known as the Second Separate Brigade of 
his department. 

The Second Regiment, Potomac Home Brigade, will be comprised, 
intil further orders, in this brigade, and will remain at its present 
tation. Col. J. A. Mulligan, Twenty-third [llinois Infantry, is 
wssigned to the command. 

By order of Maj. Gen. F. Sigel: 

. Ab A Se Nid 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


| 


————— 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 6, 1864. 
Yolonel THOBURN, 
Grafton or Webster: 

Let me know immediately by telegraph how things are getting 
long. The troops must be quartered and sheltered as good as pos- 
ible. They will stay where they are now for some time, to be well 
repared for the field. Please report to General Sullivan, who will 
ake command of the division to which your brigade belongs, He 
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has left to-day for Grafton and Webster. Inform me immediate] 
where the troops all are, and whether you have sent a regiment jj 


advance. 
F. SIGEL, 


Major-General, Commanding. | 


>| 
| 
GENERAL ORDERS, ) WAR Dept., ADJT. GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
No. 152. Washington, April 6, 1864, | 

The Department of the Monongahela will be annexed to the Depar’ 
ment of the Susquehanna, and discontinued as a separate department 

Brig. Gen. W. T. H. Brooks will repair to Fort Monroe, and repor 
to the commanding general for duty in the Department of Virginii 
and North Carolina. 

By order of the Secretary of War : 

K. D. TOWNSEND, ) 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
orale | 

Fort Monrog, VA., April 6, 1864. 
(Received 1.30 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General MEIGs, 
Quartermaster-General : 

Can spare a thousand tons coal, and have ordered it sail as soon a 
weather will possibly admit. Can spare more which is afloat. Hav 
given Perit eleven days’ supply of coal and thirteen of water 
Will give Salvor eight days’ coal and twelve of water. Propelle 
Montauk has broken valve-crank.’ Hope she will be ready to-mor 
row evening. Spaulding not yet arrived. Will give her orders a 


soon as she comes in. 
HERMAN BIGGS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Quartermaster. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, Washington, April 7, 1864. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: Lieutenant-General Grant has asked for two more iron-clad 
to be sent to Hampton Roads within ten days. The iron-clad ba‘ 
teries Onondaga and Tecumseh have been directed to leave Ne 
York on Monday or Tuesday next. 

The Tecumseh has no crew, but by taking out from all other ves 
sels the few hands on board of each | believe she will not be detaine 
beyond the time indicated by the heutenant-general. 

This department has not been informed of the duty expected c 
these iron-clads, or whether additional naval force is required, whic 
would be the case in the event of an army being sent as far as Cit 
Point. Public rumor points to a movement of this kind, which cai 
not be successful unless a co-operating naval force is kept in Jams 
River. Twice the number of steamers required have been ready fc 
two months, excepting the crews. I bring this subject again to you 
notice because the legislation of Congress has placed in your hanc 
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he providing of seamen for the Navy, and this Department must 
wait your action, whatever may be the exigency which coming 
3vents impose upon the Navy. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


[Indorsement.] 


APRIL 7, 1864. 

T am not advised that any army is tobe sent as far as City Point, 
or that any co-operating naval force, additional to the three iron- 
lads asked for, is desired by Lieutenant-General Grant. A copy of 
his letter will be sent to General Grant for his information. 

H. W. HALLECK. 


IN THE FIELD, CULPEPER CouRT-HoUusE, V4., 
Apri 7, 1864—9.30 a.m. (Received 10.30 a. m.) 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff : 

If General Burnside has not started here, he need not come, but 
n that case notify him to be in readiness to leave Annapolis with 
vhatever command he may have at the shortest notice, after the 
Oth instant. I have written to the general in answer to his com- 
nunication sent by Lieutenant Van Vliet. Enjoin secrecy about 
livulging the time of expected movement from Annapolis, or even 
hat troops are to move from there at all. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


WASHINGTON, April 7, 1864—1 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va. : 

General Burnside left unexpectedly last night. Your message 
vill be sent to him in cipher as soon as he can be found. General 
Wilson has been relieved, and troops ordered as directed. General 
Sigel asks that a regiment of heavy artillery be sent from Baltimore 
o garrison Harper’s Ferry. Shall it be done ? 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


{ WASHINGTON, April 7, 1864—2 p. m. 
Major-General BURNSIDE, 
New York: 

Lieutenant-General Grant wishes you to be in readiness to move 
rour troops from Annapolis at shortest notice after the 20th, and 
ceep it secret that you are to move from there at all. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff, 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 7, 1864—9.05 p. m. 
Lieut. Col. C. B. Comstock : 

At last accounts there was no force of the enemy at Fredericks- 
burg nearer than Hamilton’s Crossing, where there was said to be a 
brigade of Hampton’s cavalry division. This command patrolled 
the lower fords of the Rappahannock and Rapidan. I have scouts 
out expected in to-night or to-morrow from that direction, who will 


“bring in later intelligence. 
GEO. G. MEADE, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


CULPEPER CouRT-Houss, VA., April 7, 1864—8 p. m. 


(Received 9.20 a. m., 8th.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLeck, 
Washington, D. C.: 
Please order a regiment of heavy artillery from Baltimore, Md., 
to Harper’s Ferry, Va., to garrison the latter place. 
U.S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) WAR DEpT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 154. Washington, April 7, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. James H. Wilson, U. 8. Volunteers, is hereby relieved 
as chief of the Cavalry Bureau of the War Department, and will 
report to Lieutenant-General Grant for assignment to duty. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, — 


GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpars. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Not7, ; April 7, 1864. 

I. In view of the near approach of the time when this army may 
be expected to resume active operations, corps and other independent 
* commanders will cause the public and private property for which 
transportation is not authorized by existing orders to be sent to the 
rear with as little delay as practicable. 

Store-houses are provided in Alexandria, under the charge of Capt. 
J. G.C, Lee, assistant quartermaster, for the storage of all legitimate 
surplus or extra private and public property, such as officers’ trunks 
and boxes and regimental property that will not be transported in 
wagons on amarch. Officers will be restricted to a moderate allow- 
ance of bedding and mess articles, and to a valise or carpet-bag for 
extra clothing. All property sent to the rear must be plainly marked, 
stating whether private or public, name of owner, corps, division, 
brigade, regiment, company, and contents. It will be turned over to 
the nearest depot quartermaster, who will give transportation 
receipts for the same to Alexandria ; when it reaches the latter place, 
a store-house receipt will be forwarded to the owner or responsible 
officer, who will thus be enabled to withdraw it at the proper time 
without the necessity of visiting the depots in person, Office wagons 
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having been furnished to the headquarters of each corps, most, if 
not all, of the desks and tables heretofore used in offices will be sent 
to the rear. 

II. All sutlers and their employés will leave the army by the 
16th instant, and should sutlers be found with the army after that 
date, their goods will be confiscated for the benefit of the hospitals, 
and their employés will be placed, by the provost-marshal-general, 
at hard labor. 

III. After the 16th instant, the provost-marshal-general will recall 
the permits heretofore given to citizens to remain with the army, 
Government employés, members of the Sanitary and Christian Com- 
missions, and the registered newspaper correspondents excepted. 

IV. Paragraph 2 of General Orders, No. 62, of June 12, 1863, from 
these headquarters, is republished for general information, it being 
as follows: 

Every commanding officer is required by paragraph 5, General Orders, No. 56, 
to send to the provost-marshal-general every citizen found within his lines without 
a proper permit, and the provost-marshal-general is hereby instructed to put every 
person so delivered, and every unauthorized person hereafter found within the lim- 
its of this army to hard labor on the Government works or in the quartermaster’s 
department. 


V. The authority heretofore delegated to corps commanders to 
grant leaves of absence and furloughs is revoked, except as to fur- 
loughs to re-enlisted veterans, and, with this exception, until further 
orders, no leaves of absence or furloughs will be granted save in 
extreme cases. In such cases corps commanders may grant leaves 
and furloughs, subject to the limitations as to time established by 
General Orders, No. 3, of January 30, 1863, from these headquarters. * 

VI. Corps and other independent commanders will send to these 
headquarters, with as little delay as practicable, lists showing the 
names and regiments of officers and enlisted men doing duty in their 
respective commands who belong to regiments serving in other armies 
or departments. Such lists will also show the eircumstances under 
which such officers and men have been detained with this army. 

VII. So far as practicable, each command will furnish its own 
details for every kind of extra or special service. Officers and men 
now doing duty in one corps, belonging to regiments serving in 
another, will, unless specially assigned from these headquarters, be 
returned to their regiments, aides-de-camp of general officers and 
men on duty with the batteries excepted. 

VIII. Paragraph 4 of General Orders, No. 11, of February 11, 
1863, from these Weciquevieee | respecting the sale and issue of sub- 
sistence stores to citizens, will not be so construed as to authorize 
such sales and issues to be made to persons residing without the line 
of cavalry pickets. 

IX. Paragragh 2 of General Orders, No. 12, of March 29, 1864, 
from these headquarters, is so far amended as to direct that in the 
cavalry and infantry corps a board be appointed in each division, 
by the division commander, for the examination of applications for 
transfer to the Navy. The reports of such boards to be forwarded 
as directed in the above-mentioned paragraph. 

By command of Major-General Meade : g 

S. WILLIAMS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


*See Vol. XXV, PartII,p. 11. —«¢ See Vol. XXV, Part Il, p.6%. , 
52 R R—VOL XXXIII 
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ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 7, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL U. 8. ARMY: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to request that Lieut. Col. E. R. 
Warner, First New York Artillery, inspector of artillery of this 
army, detailed on recruiting service by paragraph 25, Special 
Orders, No. 532, War Department, 1863, may be ordered to report to 
me to resume his duties with this army, which, under the existing 
organization, requires the immediate attention of an experienced 
officer. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY J. HUNT, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery. 


ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 7, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. 8. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: 
GENERAL: I respectfully recommend that Battery K, First New 
York Artillery (without guns and equipments, 91 strong), now serv- 
ing with Battery M, First Connecticut Siege Artillery, be relieved 
from that duty and ordered to report to Brigadier-General Howe, 
inspector-general of artillery, to be refitted and mounted. The ab- 
sent men of the Connecticut battery, whose places they have taken, 
are due to-day, and it is important that the battery should start as 
soon as relieved, as they have no camp of their own. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY J. HUNT, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Artillery. 


Stony Mountain, April 7, 1864—10 a. m. 
Captain NoRTON and 
General HANCOCK: 


The enemy is at work this a, m. as usual upon the heights behind 
Somerville Ford. All quiet. 
TAYLOR. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTOMAQ, 
Apru 7, 1864. 
Major-General Hancock, 
Commanding Second Corps: 


The major-general commanding deems it best that your pickets 
should be extended so as to close the gap between your pickets and 
those of the Fifth Corps. The great depth of water between Wheat- 
ley’s Dam and Norman’s Ford it was thought would prevent any 
passage in that interval, but the statement of Colonel Walker ren- 
ders it desirable to take this precaution. 

‘A. A, HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 
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APRIL 7, 1864. 
Colonel WAINWRIGHT, 
Chief of Artillery, Fifth Corps, Culpeper : 

You can get a section of light 12-pounders from Eakin’s or Fitz- 
hugh’s batteries. Please complete your batteries as soon as possible, 
also your trains, and send the remainder to the Artillery Reserve, 
which cannot be organized until the corps brigades are completed. 

HENRY J. HUNT, 
Brigadier- General. 


: CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 7, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. Max WEBER, 
415 H Street, Washington: 


Report here immediately without horses and baggage. 
~~). SIGHE; 


; Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, | Hpgrs. DEPT. OF WASHINGTON, 22D A. C., 
No. 23. \ Apri 7, 1864. 

I. The general commanding has learned, with surprise and regret, 
that there is a disinclination on the part of farmers in the vicinity 
of the city to cultivate their gardens and farms, based on an appre- 
hension that their fences will be torn down and their crops destroyed 
by soldiers near them. 

It is hoped and believed that no good reason exists for a suspicion 
so injurious to the reputation of the troops of this department, and 
the general commanding desires it to be understood by all that his 
best efforts, and he believes those of his entire command, will be 
exerted to the utmost to remove so unworthy an imputation upon 
their good names. 

All officers are required to give immediate attention to this mat- 
ter, and see that their men understand that it is their duty rather to 
protect citizens and their property than to injure them, and that 
they should aim to make themselves and their profession objects of 
pride and reliance to their fellow-citizens. 

Commanding officers of forts and SPs will be held responsible 
for all damage done to private property by their commands. 

II. Any person who may suffer any injury to himself and prop- 
erty is desired to make his complaint to the commanding officer of 
the nearest post or camp, who is hereby required to make a full in- 
vestigation and report upon the matter, and forward it to these head- 
quarters, and any neglect or refusal or unnecessary delaying to do 
this will be treated as disobedience of orders. 

All provost-marshals are required to report all cases of depreda- 
tions coming to their knowledge, with the attending circumstances. 

III. No order will be given by any officer commanding a fort or 
camp north of the Potomac to close any resident’s house or place of 
business, or to remove or destroy any of his property, without first 
reporting the case to these headquarters for action. This does not 
apply to non-resident persons doing business by special permission. 

V. This order will be read to every company in the department. 

By command of Maj. Gen. C. C. Augur: 
GH, RAYMOND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


t 


[ 
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CHARLESTON, April 7, 1864. 
(Received 11.55 a. m.) 
Maj. Gen. JuLIUS STAHEL, 
Chief of Cavalry: 
I will want 800 horses to mount my cavalry. 


Respectfully, GEORGE CROOK 
Brigadier- General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, |} WAR DeEpt., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 155. Washington, April 8, 1864. 

The General-in-Chief announces the following-named officers as 
composing his staff in the field : 

Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins, chief of staff. 

Lieut. Col. T. S. Bowers, assistant adjutant-general. 

Lieut. Col. C. B. Comstock, senior aide-de-camp. 

Lieut. Col. O. E. Babcock, aide-de-camp. 

Lieut. Col. F. T. Dent, aide-de-camp. 

Lieut. Col. Horace Porter, aide-de-camp. 

Lieut. Col. W. L. Duff, assistant inspector-general. 

Lieut. Col. W. R. Rowley, secretary. 

Lieut. Col. Adam Badeau, secretary. 

Capt. E. 8. Parker, assistant adjutant-general. 

Capt. George K. Leet, assistant adjutant-general, in charge of 
office at Washington. 

Capt. P. T. Hudson, aide-de-camp. 

Capt. H. W. Janes, assistant quartermaster, on special duty at 
headquarters. 

First Lieut. W. M. Dunn, jr., Eighty-third Indiana Volunteers, 
acting aide-de-camp. 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant . 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CULPEPER CouRT-Hovusg, 
April 8,1864—8 p. m. (Received 9.30 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE, 
Washington, D. C.: 

Artillery and transportation will be furnished you from Washing- 
ton, and will be sent from there to your corps in the field. Youneed 
not look after Third Division for the present. I have written to you 
directing my letter to Annapolis. I will be in Annapolis about the 
middle of next week. 

U.S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General. 


WASHINGTON, April 8, 1864—11.30 a. m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va. : 
General Patrick has here for publication an order that all sutlers 
leave the Army of the Potomac by the 16th. Will not this give 


- 


hand. 
. / 
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notice of your intended movements? The Secretary of War has 


stopped it till we learn whether it has your sanction. Regiment of 

heavy artillery ordered to Harper’s Ferry. 
/ ’ H. W. HALLECK, 

Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


WASHINGTON, April 8, 1864—2 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va. : 

General Burnside has just returned from New York, where he re- 
ceived your dispatch. I have directed him to go to Annapolis to 
execute your orders. The Secretary of War suggests that no more 
of your plans be communicated to General Burnside than may be 
necessary. Please remember that General Meigs will require some 
days’ notice if he is to supply more transportation than he has on 


H,. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


CULPEPER CouRT-HoOUSE, VA., 
April 8, 1864—3.30 p.m. (Received 4.15 p. m.) 


Maj. Gen. H. W. Hauueck, Chief of Staff: 
My letter to General Burnside gives no plan, but simply requires - 


“him to be ready to move any time he may be notified after the 


20th instant with whatever force he may have. Iwill not want more 
transportation than you notified me the quartermaster could spare 
from Washington. A few ferries may be required to take up the 
James River. The order for publication for the removal of sutlers 
was without my knowledge and has not my approval. 
US GRANT: 
Lieutenant-General. 


CULPEPER CouURT-HOUSE, V4., 
April 8, 1864—8.30 p.m. (Received 9.30 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLEck : 
It is the intention to operate up the James River as far as City 


_ Point, and all the co-operation the Navy can give we want. Twoof 


the iron-clads are wanted as soon as they can be got. You will know 
how to communicate our wants to the Secretary of the Navy. 
USS. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General, Commanding. 
{Indorsement. ] 


Co iven to Assistant Secretary Fox, April 9, 1864, 
pF He Wools, 


CULPEPER, VA., April 8, 1864—7.30 p. m. 
(Received 8.45 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hatieck, Chief of Staff: 
Special Order 135 transfers Battery C, First Rhode Island Artil- 
lery, to General Burnside. This is one of the batteries retained in 
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the Army of the Potomac in the reorganization, and unless there is 
the necessity for itit ought not to be transferred. ‘There is no neces- 
sity at all events for sending it back to Washington, even if it is trans- 
ferred to General Burnside. Burnside will not require transports to 


move his command. 
U. S. GRANT, 
LTieutenant-General. 


—— 


Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, SIGNAL DEPT., 
Apri 8,* 1864. 
Major-General HumpuReEyS, Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: The following reports have just been received and are 
respectfully forwarded : 

Pony MOUNTAIN SIGNAL STATION, 
April 8, 1864—5.30 p.m. 
Captain NORTON : 

Two regiments of infantry, with wagons, went into bivouac this p. m. on the 
main road between Raccoon and Morton’s Fords. Two new camps discovered of 
about one regiment each on the right and about 1 mile in rear of Raccoon Ford. 
The enemy have completed their work between Raccoon and Somerville Fords. It 
has eight embrasures, but no guns as yet. All quiet. 

PAINE, 
Signal Officer. 


Watery, Stony, and Garnett’s Mountains stations report ‘‘all quiet and no change 
in the view from their respective localities.” 


Very respectfully, &c., 


L. B. NORTON, 
Captain and Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac. 


CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTomac, 
April 8, 1864. 
The commanding general deems it of great importance that Gen- 
eral Orders, No. 17, of yesterday’s date, from these headquarters, 
should not reach the public press, and he directs that you give such 
instructions to your command as may seem to you best calculated to 
prevent the publication of the order in the newspapers. 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
(To corps commanders. ) 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMac, 


. April.8, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. W. 8. Hancock, Commanding Second Corps : 


Sir: Referring to paragraph 1 of General Orders, No. 17, of the 
7th instant, from these headquarters, I am instructed by the major- 
general commanding to say that it is not his intention to remove the 

troops from their present positions, in advance of a general move- 
ment, unless he shall find that the provisions of that paragraph are 
not being promptly complied with. a 
Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ee’ 


* Date uncertain ; see Paine to Norton, April 9, 5.25 p.m., p.829, 
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Stony. Mountain, April 8, 1864—10 a. m. 


General HANcocK and 
Captain NorToN : 


All quiet. Enemy still working behind Somerville Ford. He is, 
this a. m., extending intrenchments down the entire slope of the 


heights. 
TAYLOR. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 8, 1864. 
/ (Received 3.35 p. m.) 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Commanding U. S. Armies, Culpeper: 

I had an interview with Generals Ord and Averell last night. All 
preparations are going on according to your wishes expressed in 
your letter of the 4th instant. I will send written report this 
evening to Washington, to be forwarded to you. 

F, SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 8, 1864. 
(Received 12.30 p. m.) 
Maj. T. M. VINCENT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
The total number of enlistments to date is 7,892. 
FRANZ SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 8, 1864. 


Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Webster : 

I have given the necessary directions in regard to the quartermas- 
ter and commissary to be assigned to you. 

The troops now assembled at Webster, Grafton, and Beverly will 
remain on the defensive, but must be prepared to move at short 
notice. No change in their position at Grafton, Webster, and Bev- 
erly should, therefore, be made, as there are indications of enemy’s 
movements against our line between Cumberland and Harper’s 
Ferry. It is necessary to draw a strict line of outposts before Web- 
ster and Grafton, and in front of this line. Send, therefore, four 
companies of infantry to Philippi, with six days’ rations, and four 
companies to Weston, also, with six days’ rations. The troops have 
to march immediately, and have to throw out their pickets and pre- 
vent any persons not belonging to the army to pass their lines to the 
south. All such persons coming north must be stopped or sent to 
your headquarters to be examined, and retained or disposed of as 
you think proper. 

Captain Moore, now at Grafton or Webster, shall take care of the 
ammunition. I will probably send his battery to you instead of that 
of Lieutenant Du Pont, 

F. SIGEL, 


Major-General, Commanding. 
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CHARLESTON, April 8, 1864. 
(Received 8.50 a. m., 9th.) 
Major-General STAHEL : 

We will take the Fifth and Seventh Virginia Cavalry instead of 
the Twentieth Pennsylvania. Please order them and the balance of 
the Third Virginia at once, 

Respectfully, 
WM. P. RUCKER, 
Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


[Indorsement.] \"f 


Hpaers. CAVALRY, DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., April 9, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded for the information and decision of the 
commanding general of the department. 
, JUL. STAHEL, 


Major-General, Chief of Cavalry. 


Fort Monrog, VA., April 8, 1864. 
(Received 7 p. m.) 
Hon. P. H. Watson, 
Assistant Secretary of War: 

We are about going into the field. I have got one battalion of 
Baker’s cavalry, and two unmounted battalions are at Washington. 
I must have them within ten days. Please see that they are equipped. 
I apply to you because then I always get what I want. 

B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS Sus-DistrRict or NEw BERNE, 
New Berne, N. C., April 8, 1864. 
Capt. J. A. JUDSON, 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., Army and District of North Carolina : 
Csprain: I have the honor to transmit a statement in detail of 
the strength of and disposition of the forces under my command, as 
requested in your note of the 7th instant : 


Cavalry. 


Third Regiment New York Volunteer Cavalry, Lieut. Col. George W. Lewis 
(twelve companies): p 


: M 
Companies A, B, C, E, F, G, I, K, L, and M, stationed at Camp Peck, 417 
Companies: Diand HavatiuRockysRUDmn sein) chee eeree ene eee 78 


4 0) £20 pee nae eu I ME UR Res, cn yee LR Ce I TR Oa 495 


Twelfth Regiment New York Volunteer Cavalry, Col. James W. Savage (seven 
companies) : 


Companies C, G, H, 1, and L, stationed at Camp Palmer.............. 263 

Company K, stationed at Brice’s Creek... .. 22.50.12... .c0.e-ecsesee ee 41 

Company M, stationed at Batchelder’s Creek......................00- 67 
Total 
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Artillery. 
, Men. 
Third Regiment New York Volunteer Artillery, Col. Charles H. Stewart (four 
companies present), Batteries C, E,I, and K, stationed at New Berne........ 523 
Fifth Rhode Island Volunteer Artillery, Col. Henry T. Sisson (seven com- 
panies present): 


Companyals Stavloned aurOri SpilOlaseniim eases elon see een ae 64 
Companys) stationed atyhort: Vottemprey. acerecese ae calc seciee einen: 43 
Companyel stationed ab Hort ROWall a:— ...c.ccciesic voce ost ete eeeeaien 53 
CompaniygGstationedsat, Hort fA mory-: eau sree cee eect a eee AT 
Company H, stationed at Fort Stevenson...........2...-22.0000000008 39 
Company lictanoned at Horti@otten enccne. ce sa asniee oe feces cairo 34 
Company, Ky stationed at Horn Gastone a... sos. c oes e sees emcee 33 

TOGA rector ccteists soc. saisie ls eo an iites Aor ake, Mek aes told SO a utils See ae eer 813 
Second Battalion, Second Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Maj. S. C. Oliver 

(two companies), Companies E and F, stationed at Fort Totten............ . 174 

Infantry. 


Seventeenth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, Maj. Luther Day 
(ten companies): 
Five companies on provost-guard duty; five companies in rear of Fort 


EO bier mee teeyer ten. ects tele tele wevencemsiar.n weal se sates civ ad omen ene hc a mnlans Sicha ae SNE ENS 454 
One hundred and thirty-second New York Volunteer Infantry, Col. P. J. Claas- 
sen (ten companies), stationed at Batchelder’s Creek. ...............-000200- 457 
One hundred and fifty-eighth Regiment New York Volunteer Infantry, Capt. 
Hyron Kalt (five companies present), stationed at Red House............... 265 
Ninety-ninth Regiment New, York Volunteer Infantry, Col. D. W. Wardrop 
(tenicompanies)) stationedlat: New, Berme)....s< asc.5 «sors nce .c isp tineciese teens ole 852 


Ninety-second Regiment New York Volunteer Infantry, Lieut. Col. Hiram 
Anderson, jr. (ten companies): 


Ten companies stationed at Fort Anderson............-..+.-ceuseeees 244 
A detachment to garrison Fort Chew ............0..e.es.0s00e ane Sens 52 
UOTE oes Pres eAtat So een Tho. ise Te Meas eR NE s  eaaRE BeetRA 296 


Nineteenth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, Lieut. Col. R, M. Strong 
(ten companies): 


Six companies stationed at New Berne, south side Trent.............. 235 
One company stationed at Evans’ Mills...............00...- Oa oS 60 
[One compamy stationed ab Brice’s Creeks... 2-5 < . +c soace oe tev eelect 35 
One company stationed at Fort Gaston ........... 00... ccc e ce eee eneee 37 
Onercompany stationed) ati Mortispimola ke. ooe.2a)- icles) sores etl a ee ieee 42 
ROGAL Meera tates ses teh eran Mencicia te Ala aiGh a Slane fn dei os araratelejey ele ocho aeons 408, 
Fifteenth Regiment Connecticut Volunteers, Lieut. Col. Samuel Tolles (ten 
companies), stationed at New Berne Fair Grounds..../..................0-- 564 
First Regiment U. §. Colored Troops (ten companies), stationed in New Berne, 
HOUCWNCIC Cpl non Ummm teter cite ay letheiae =. ver ays eit rensinars aravsisuarsuciso esis eae ape eee 790 


Armaments of forts. 


Fort Rowan: One 100-pounder Parrott; two 32-pounders, long; one 38-inch 
rifle, brass ; one 3-inchrifle, steel ; two 8-inch mortars. 

Fort Anderson: One 382-pounder rifle; three 32-pounders, smooth; one 32- 
. pounder carronade ; one 24-pounder howitzer ; one 12-pounder howitzer. 

Fort Stevenson : One 82-pounder rifle ; four 32-pounders, long. 

Fort Gaston : Four 32-pounders, long ; three 32-pounders, short. 

Fort Totten : Four 32-pounder howitzers ; nine 32-pounders, long ; two 32-pounder 
rifles ; nine 32-pounder carronades ; one 8-inch columbiad ; two 8-inch mortars. 

Fort Amory : Three 32-pounders, long. 

Fort Spinola : Six 32-pounders, long ; two 32-pounder rifles. 

Fort Chew : Three 24-pounders. 

Fort Union: One 100-pounder Parrott; one 32-pounder, long ; one 32-pounder, 
short. 

Monitor Car, Batchelder’s Creek : Two Wiard, two 6-inch. 

Third Regiment New York Volunteer Artillery : Ten pieces 3-inch, four pieces 
3.67-inch, six pieces 4.62-inch. 

Twelfth Regiment New York Cavalry : Two mountain howitzers. 
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Recapitulation of troops. ; 


Men. 

Third Regiment New York Volunteer Cavalry. ........-.++ essere sree ee cees 495 
Twelfth Regiment New York Volunteer Cavalry ........+2.-20see eee eeeeeee 371 
Third Regiment New York Volunteer Artillery......-...+...s0seeeeeeeeeeee 522 
Fifth Regiment Rhode Island Volunteer Artillery... 0.0... ss. sees eee eee e eee 313 
Second Battalion, Second Massachusetts Heavy Artillery. ...............5--- 174 
Seventeenth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry .............+-+++ 454 
One hundred and thirty-second Regiment New York Volunteer Infantry.... 457 
One hundred and fifty-eighth Regiment New York Volunteer Infantry (de- 

[iGO ahea(s1(\) RS Min aes Se ein to cop BGS e NOUS So as ooGgococueceUns 
Ninety-ninth Regiment New York Volunteer Infantry ..............++-++++ 852 
Ninety-second Regiment New York Volunteer Infantry ...........-...-..-- 296 
Nineteenth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry.................++--.4- 409 
Fifteenth Regiment Connecticut Volunteer Infantry...............2-+.0005- 564 
Hinspivecamente Uns Colored elrOOpsin14- 47 eeelen: seein ee aie sete oer eee eis 790 

U Noll Een ea eo Sac ant Renee SO ie SOSA DAG LS Octo oo ao geo aK: 5, 462 


Iam, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 8, 1864—3 p. m. 
Major-General HEINTZELMAN, 
Columbus, Ohio: 


Lieutenant-General Grant directs that you cause a thorough ex- 
amination to be made in your department so as to get every availa- 
ble man into the field as early as possible. All delays, irregularities, 
and neglects to forward the men should be reported to the Adjutant- 
General of the Army that the necessary orders may be issued. All 
recruits and new organizations and all the old troops that can possi- 
bly be spared from Ohio and Michigan are to rendezvous at Washing- 


ton, and all in Indiana and Illinois at Louisville. This order does | 


not apply to veterans, who will return to the commands to which | 


they belong, unless otherwise specially ordered, nor does it apply to 
recruits for particular corps. The heutenant-general wishes the old 
troops in your department reduced to the lowest number of men 
necessary for the duty to be performed. 

H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF DELAWARE, 
; Wilmington, April 8, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. S. B. LAWRENCE, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Middle Dept., Eighth Corps, Baltimore : 
CoLONEL: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your 
telegram of the 4th instant, received at 10 p.m. same day, I ‘pro- 
ceeded to Salisbury, Eastern Shore of Maryland, on the morning of 
the 5th instant, by special train, taking with me Capt. Solomon 
Townsend’s company (D of the First Delaware Cavalry), number- 
ing 3 commissioned officers and 60 enlisted men. Looking to the 
very probable want of a few mounted men to act as couriers and to 
send to distant election precincts, I took with me Orderly Sergt. 
Joseph J. Janney and 20 men of Company C, Purnell Maryland 


Crap. XLV.) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 824 


Cavalry, with their horses. Arriving at Salisbury on the evening of 
the 5th, I placed myself in communication with the leading Union 
citizens within reach, and from their information and at their request 
I sent detachments, at 5 o’clock on the morning of the 6th, to the fol- 
lowing districts of Somerset County, Md., viz: Quantico district, 1 
non-commissioned officer and 9 men (infantry), distance 9 miles from 
Salisbury ; to Barren Creek district, 12 miles from Salisbury, 1 non- 
commissioned officer and 5 men (cavalry); to Trappe district, dis- 
tance 8 miles from Salisbury, 1 non-commissioned officer and 9 men 
(infantry); to Princess Anne district, distance 15 miles from Salis- 
bury, 1 sergeant and 7 men (cavalry); to Dublin district, distance 15 
miles from Salisbury, 1 non-commissioned officer and 5 men (cavalry). 
In Worcester County the following detachments were sent : To Nut- 
ter’s district, distant 4 miles from Salisbury, 1 non-commissioned offi- 
cer and 9 men (infantry); to Colbourne’s district, distant 12 miles 
from Salisbury, 1 commissioned officer and 7 men (infantry), and to 
Cross-Roads district, distant 12 miles from Salisbury, 1 commissioned 
officer and 7 men (infantry). These two last detachments were sent. 
in ambulances obtained from Adjutant Rastall, First Eastern Shore 
Maryland Regiment Infantry. The officers and non-commissioned 
officers commanding these detachments had orders to march within 
1 mile of the election precinct and then notify the judges of their 
presence and that they were ready to render them any protection 
and assistance that was asked for. In but two instances were they 
thus called on—at Nutter’s and Colbourne’s districts in Worcester 
County. To both of these requests the commanding officers of the 
detachments promptly replied by marching their men to the election 
precinct and remained until they were informed by the judges of 
election that their presence was no longer necessary. By midnight 
all the detachments had returned to Salisbury, and I am happy to 
report that their conduct was excellent throughout. I left Salisbury 
yesterday at noon and arrived here with my troops last evening at 
7p. m. 
: Very respectfully, &c., 
JOHN R. KENLY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CULPEPER CourRtT-Housg, V4., 
April 9, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. G. G. MEADE, 
Commanding Army of the Potomac: 

For information, and as instructions to govern your preparations 
- for the coming campaign, the following is communicated confiden- 
tially, for your own perusal alone: 

So far as practicable, all the armies are to move together and 
toward one common center. Banks has been instructed to turn 
over the guarding of the Red River to General Steele and to the 
navy, to abandon Texas with the exception of the Rio Grande, and 
to concentrate all the force he can—not less than 25,000 men—to 
move on Mobile. This he is to do without reference to any other 
movements. From the scattered condition of his command, how- 
ever, he cannot possibly get it together to leave New Orleans before 
the 1st of May, if so soon. 

Sherman will move at the same time you do, or two or three days 


5 | 


\ 
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in advance, Joe Johnston’s army being his objective point and the 
heart of Georgia his ultimate aim. If successtul, he will secure the 
line from Chattanooga to Mobile, with the aid of Banks. 

Sigel cannot spare troops from his army to re-enforce either of the 
ereat armies, but he can aid them by moving directly to his front. 
This he has been directed to do, and is now making preparations 
for it. Two columns of his command will move south at the same 
time with the general move, one from Beverly, from 10,000 to 12,000 
strong, under Major-General Ord ; the other from Charleston, W. Va., 
principally cavalry, under Brigadier-General Crook. The former of 
these will endeavor to reach the Tennessee and Virginia Railroad 
about south of Covington, and if found practicable will work east- 
ward to Lynchburg and return to its base by way of the Shenan- 
doah Valley or join you. The other will strike at Saltville, Va., 
and come eastward to join Ord. The cavalry from Ord’s command 
will try to force a passage southward; if they are successful in 
reaching the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad, to cut the main lines 
of the road connecting Richmond with all the South and Southwest. 

Gillmore will join Butler with about 10,000 men from South Caro- 
lina. Butler can reduce his garrison so as to take 23,000 men into 
the field directly to his front. The force will be commanded by 
Maj. Gen. W. F. Smith. With Smith and Gillmore, Butler will 
seize City Point and operate against Richmond from the south side 
of the river. His movement will be simultaneous with yours. 

Lee’s army will be your objective point. Wherever Lee goes, 
there you will go also. The only point upon which I am now in 
doubt is whether it will be better to cross the Rapidan above or 
below him. Each plan presents great advantages over the other, 
with corresponding objections. By crossing above, Lee is cut off 
from all chance of ignoring Richmond and going north on a raid; 
but if we take this route all we do must be done while the rations 
we start with hold out; we separate from Butler, so that he cannot 
be directed how to co-operate. By the other route, Brandy Station 
can be used as a base of supples until another is secured on the 
York or James River. These advantages and objections I will talk 
over with you more fully than I can write them. 

Burnside, with a force of probably 25,000 men, will re-enforce you. 
Immediately upon his arrival, which will be shortly after the 20th 
instant, I will give him the defense of the road from Bull Run as 
far south as we wish to hold it. This will enable you to collect all 
your strength about Brandy Station and to the front. 

There will be naval co-operations on the James River, and trans- 
ports and ferries will be provided, so that should Lee fall back into 

is intrenchments at Richmond Butler’s force and yours will be a 
unit, or at least can be made to act as such. 

What I would direct, then, is that you commence at once reduc- 
ing baggage to the very lowest possible standard. Two wagons to a 
regiment of 500 men is the greatest number that should be allowed 
for all baggage, exclusive of subsistence stores and ordnance stores, 
One wagon to brigade and one to division headquarters is sufficient 
and about two to corps headquarters. ‘ 

Should by Lee’s right flank be our route, you will want to make 
arrangements for having ven of all sorts promptly forwarded to 
White House, on the Pamunkey. Your estimates for this contin- 
gency should be made at once. If not wanted there, there is every 
probability they will be wanted on the James River or elsewhere, 
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If Lee’s left is turned, large provision will have to be made for 
ordnance stores. I would say not much short of 500 rounds of 
infantry ammunition would do. By the other, half the amount 
would be sufficient. 

U. S. GRANT, 


Lneutenant-General. 


Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE PoToMACc, ENGINEER DEPT., 
April 9, 1864. 
Memorandum: Three companies of the Fiftieth New York En- 
gineers to be attached to each corps. Each detachment provided 
with a pontoon train, and are to take charge of the intrenching tools 
of the corps to which they are attached. These detachments should 
be inspected from time to time in order to determine whether their 
trains are in a state of efficiency. 
[J. C. DUANE, 


Chief Engineer. | 


ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 9, 1864. 
General S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac : 
GENERAL: The commanding general directs that one battalion of 
the Fourth New York Foot Artillery be assigned to each of the three 
corps. I would recommend that the battalions be detailed by Colonel 
Tidball, chief of artillery, Second Corps. The regiment is camped 
with that corps. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY J, HUNT; 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Artillery. 


Pony Mountain, April 9,* 1864—5.25 p. m. 
Captain NorTOoN : 

Two regiments of infantry, with wagons, have gone into bivouac 
this p.m. on the main road between Raccoon and Morton’s Fords. 
Two new camps of about one regiment each discovered on right and 
about 1 mile in rear of Raccoon Ford. The enemy have completed 
their work between Raccoon and Somerville Fords. It has eight 
embrasures, but no guns as yet. All quiet elsewhere. 

PAINE. 


/ 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Apri 9, 1864—10.30 p. m. 
COMMANDING OFFICER FIFTH CoRPs: 

The commanding officer of the Cavalry Corps has been authorized 
to draw in the 100 men of Gregg’s division now patrolling from 
Bealeton to Morrisville. A regiment of General Gregg’s command 
is ordered to Morrisville and a regiment of General Kilpatrick’s 
command to the vicinity of Grove Church. 

S. WILLIAMS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* See foot-note, p. 822, 


\ 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, | 
April 9, 1864—6.45 p. m. 


COMMANDING OFFICER SIXTH CORPS: 


General Sheridan reports that General Torbert has not yet received 
the order directing him to report for duty with the Cavalry Corps. 
The commanding general directs that General Torbert report to 
General Sheridan to-morrow morning. 

S. WILLIAMS, | 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Apri 9, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
I inclose herewith for your perusal a communication* from Colonel 
Sharpe, which please return. 
The major-general commanding directs that you send detachments | 
to surprise and capture the scouting parties referred to therein, and | 
that a force of cavalry be maintained in the vicinity of Grove Church 
for the purpose of ridding that section of the country of those par- 
ties. A regiment of cavalry, the Highteenth Pennsylvania, was re- | 
cently withdrawn temporarily from the vicinity of Grove Churchto | 
the vicinity of Morrisville, owing to the difficulty of supplying it 
during the stormy weather. | 
Castleton, or Castle Mountain, is on Hazel River, above the mouth | 
of Thornton River. Major Duane, chief engineer, is directed to 
send you a map showing its position. If there is no one in your | 
command familiar with that part of the country, a guide may prob- | 
ae be obtained from the provost-marshal-general or from Major | 
uane. : 
Very respectfully, | 


A. A. HUMPHREYS; 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Apri 9, 1864. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 


I have ordered the regiment at Morrisville to Grove Church, and a 
regiment from Gregg’s division to take post at Morrisville. Direc- 
tions have been given to accomplish object required in your instruc- 
tions of to-day. As soon as proper guides can be obtained I will 
ee to surprise the party at Castle Mountain, should it be 

ere. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


* Not found, 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 9, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 
The movements indicated in the instructions of to-day should be 
postponed until the weather admits of their being made. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 9, 1864. 
Brigadier-General GREGG, 
Comdg. Second Cavalry Division, Warrenton, Va. : 

The general commanding directs that you station a regiment from 
your command at Morrisville, to replace the regiment of General 
Kilpatrick’s now there and which has been ordered to the vicinity of 
Grove Church. Direct the commanding officer to send out frequent 
scouts in the direction of Tackett’s Mills. 

There are numerous rebel scouts in the vicinity of Grove Church, 
United States Ford, Stafford Court-House, and Tackett’s Mills, 
Major-General Meade is exceedingly anxious to have them driven 
from the country, killed, or captured, and directs the officer in com- 
mand to be very vigilant, and to collect as much information as 
possible of the enemy. The regiment may be alternated at your 
pleasure, and will be supplied from depot. 

C. ROSS SMITH, 
Lneutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 


Apri 9, 1864. 
Col. C. Ross SMITH, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 

CoLONEL: To comply with the order to send a regiment to Morris- 
ville will make it difficult to maintain the picket-line necessary to 
protect the camps of this division, separated as the brigades are. 
There are but four regiments in the brigade at Warrenton, not more 
than enough to hold the position if attacked. The other brigade 
camped between Warrenton and the Junction, but four regiments 
present. Can I not have relieved the detail of 100 men at Bealeton, 
as they will not be required when a regiment is at Morrisville ? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
D. McM. GREGG, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Comdg. Second Division. 


\ 


; HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., April 9, 1864—9.30 p. m. 
(Received 12 midnight.) 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va.: 
Your dispatch in regard to Lieutenant Meigs is received. I can 
send him with Generals Ord and Averell, although I am sorry to lose 


i] 
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him from my staff, as he is familiar with all the work in progress 
and in contemplation, and is a disbursing officer. I believe that the 
interests of the service require a regular engineer officer to take his 


place. 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 
GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 13. Cumberland, Md., April 9, 1864. 


I. Commanders of divisions and separate brigades within this 
department will send to these headquarters, at least once each day, 
a telegraphic report stating whether any, and, if any, what informa- 
tion has bear received inregard tothe enemy, and whether any, and, 
if any, what changes have been made in the position of their troops. 

II. The following officers are announced as assigned to staff duty 
at these headquarters : 

Lieut. Col. W. C. Starr, Ninth West Virginia Infantry, acting 
provost-marshal-general of the department. 

Maj. J. C. Campbell, judge-advocate. 

Capt. P. G. Bier, U. 8. Volunteers, assistant adjutant-general. 

Capt. John Carlin, First West Virginia Artillery, chief of artillery 
and acting chief of ordnance. 

Capt. F. E. Town, Signal Corps, chief signal officer. 

Capt. Thomas G. Putnam, Fifteenth New York Cavalry, and 
Capt. R. Adams, jr., Twenty-third [linois Infantry, aides-de-camp. 

By order of Major-General Sigel : 

T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, t Hpagrs. DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Pe NOs 2 Cumberland, Md., April 9, 1864. 
ok * 2 2 * * * 


If. The division commanded by Brig. Gen. J. C. Sullivan, U. 8. 
Volunteers, hereby designated as the First Infantry Division of this 
department, will be organized as follows : 

Col. A. Moor, Twenty-eighth Ohio Infantry, at Beverly, will or- 
ganize the following regiments into a provisional brigade, to be 
known as the First: Twenty-eighth Ohio Infantry, Tenth West Vir- 
ginia Infantry, Eleventh West Virginia Infantry, Third Pennsylva- 
nia Reserves, Fourth Pennsylvania Reserves. 

Col. J. Thoburn, First West Virginia Infantry, will take com- 
mand of and form into a provisional brigade, to be known as the 
Second, the following regiments: First West Virginia Infantry, 
Twelfth West Virginia Infantry, Fourteenth West Virginia Infantry 
Fifteenth West Virginia Infantry. ‘ 

The commanders of these brigades will make requisitions for staff 
officers to these headquarters, so that those regularly appointed may 
be assigned to them. Meanwhile they will detail from their com- 
mands respectively such officers as may be found competent to dis- 
charge the duties of staff officers. 

In accordance with the foregoing, the two regiments under the 
command of Col. A. Moor are hereby detached from the Cavalry 
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Division (formerly the Fourth Division), Department of West Vir- 
ginia, and Colonel Moor will report by letter to General Sullivan at 
Grafton for orders. 

Batteries B, Fifth U. 8. Artillery, and D, First West Virginia 
Artillery, will report for the present to General Sullivan. 

Battery B, First West Virginia Artillery, will remain attached to 
Colonel Moor’s brigade until further orders. 

III. Brig. Gen. Max Weber having reported for duty at these 
headquarters, under orders of the War Department, is hereby assigned 
to the command of the defenses of Harper’s Ferry, and of all the 
troops stationed there and on the railroad between Sleepy Creek 
and the Monocacy, formerly belonging to the First Division, com- 
manded by Brig. Gen. J. C. Sullivan. 

The troops mentioned will be organized into a separate brigade, to 
be known as the First Separate Brigade, Department of West 
Virginia. 

* * * * * * * 
By order of Maj. Gen. F. Sigel : 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CHARLESTON, April 9, 1864. 
(Received 10th.) 
Maj. Gen. F. SIGEL : . 
GENERAL: Will you please send me the Fifth and Seventh Vir- 
ginia Regiments of Cavalry instead of the Twentieth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry ? Please send them at once. 
Respectfully, 
GEORGE CROOK, 
Brigadier-General. 


WINCHESTER, April 9, 1864. 
(Received 10 a. m.) 
General W. W. AVERELL : 

GENERAL: I arrived in Winchester early this morning ; no enemy 
in this place. After the skirmish took place yesterday the rebels 
fell back through the town on the Strasburg pike ; made no halt. I 
will go to Newtown. The number, according to the best informa- 
tion Ican get, was about 100 men, under command of Major Cal- 
mese and Captain Ross. 

Very respectfully, 
KF. G. MARTINDALE, 
Captain, First New York Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE CAVALRY, 
Charleston, W. Va., April9, 1864. 
Col. F. E. FRANKLIN, 
Comdg. Thirty-fourth Regt. Mounted Ohio Vol. Inf. : 
Sir : You will please order one squadron from your command, of 
not less than 100 men, to proceed to Barboursville or into Cabell 
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and Putnam Counties, in pursuit of a party of rebels reported to be 
in that vicinity. They will be provided with three days’ rations and 
forage. They will be ready and willreport at division headquarters 
at 5 a.m. to-morrow. The captain commanding will immediately 
report to these headquarters for instructions. 
By order of Brig. Gen. A. N. Duffié : 
Kk. W. CLARK, JR., 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ANNAPOLIS, MpD., Apral 9, 1864. 
(Received 5 p. m.) 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, . 
Culpeper : 
Dispatch received. Have given necessary orders. Go north to- 
night to hurry up new regiments. Will be here Thursday, or earlier 
if you desire. A telegram sent here will follow me promptly. 


A. E. BURNSIDE. 


FuaGc-SHip NORTH ATLANTIC BLOCKADING SQUADRON, 
Off Newport News, Va., April 9, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BuTLER, 


Comdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina : 

GENERAL: The vicinity of Smithfield and Chuckatuck are known 
to be infested by guerrillas, who are reported to have boats con- 
cealed up those creeks and their tributaries. You are aware that 
the rebels have an organized system of boat expeditions all along 
the coast, operating at one time from creeks in Mathews and Glouces- 
ter Counties against the Hastern Shore counties, Cape Charles light- 
house, &c.; at another time against the gun-boat Underwriter at 
New Berne, and now against this ship here. In all these cases they 
harbor in the vicinity of their operations. This was explained by 
your prisoner, Acting Master Webb, of the rebel Navy, captured 
while thus engaged in the Neck counties near Yorktown, where, as 
in the vicinity of Smithfield, &c., the small creeks are numerous 
and not accessible to our gun-boats. It is believed that the little 
torpedo-boat which struck this vessel last night, happily without 
accomplishing its object, came out of Pagan and Chuckatuck Creeks 
or their tributaries. I respectfully suggest that you send at once a 
sufficient force to capture these rebels and destroy their boats on the 
upper creeks and to co-operate with a naval force to prevent their 

escape by the river, which I will send as soon as you are ready. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, yours, 

». Ps LEE, 

Acting Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. A. B. Squadron. 


GARNETT’S MOUNTAIN, April 10, 1864—10 a. m. 
Captain Norton: 
No change in enemy’s camps. Rapidan and Robertson Rivers 
very high. Half of railroad bridge on'this side gone. 
FULLER, 
Lneutenant. 
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: - HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
: April 10, 1864. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac : 

General Merritt reports 7 deserters having come in to his lines 
yesterday ; 5 of them are conscripts, and 2 deserters from Alabama 
regiments. A large number of conscripts are reported in Blue 
Ridge. Report of destruction of Fredericksburg is denied. 

P. H. SHERIDAN; 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 10, 1864. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 
I have the honor to forward you a copy of dispatch just received 
from General Kilpatrick, for what it is worth: 


STEVENSBURG, April 10, 1864. 
Colonel SMITH, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps : 
Citizens inform my officer in command of outposts at Grove Church that all 
rebel troops on that side of the river have been ordered back. They give asa reason, 


anticipated movements. 
J. KILPATRICK, 
Brigadier-General. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY Corps, 
Apru 10, 1864. 
Brigadier-General GREGG, 
Warrenton: 

General Meade has ordered all cavalrymen now on duty with in- 
fantry commanders to report to their regiments. There is also a 
fair prospect of the regiments now on the railroad being ordered 
back to you. The detachment of 100 men at Bealeton you have 


been directed to call in. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


BEALETON, April 10, 1864. 
Brigadier-General KILPATRICK, 
Commanding Third Division Cavalry : 
Have reached here all right. Lost some men in crossing Mount- 
ain Run. Captain Judson was at this point to-day for forage; had 
no news from Morrisville. The command from Second Division has 


just passed—6, 15 p. m, 
7 KE. W. WHITAKER, 
Lneutenant, Aide-de-Camp. 
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Fatrrax Court-Hovuss, April 10, 1864. 


Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


I have the honor to report all quiet. The scouting party of 60 
men sent out from Vienna yesterday have returned, bringing with 
them 9 prisoners, 3 of whom are citizens and the remainder rebel 
soldiers, 8 horses and 5 horse equipments. They were unable to find 
Mark Roderick, referred to in your telegram. Another attempt will 
be made to cause his arrest at an early date. Notices were left at 
the houses of Messrs. Carver and Gardner, which they will probably 
receive in a few days. No mail has reached these headquarters to- 
day. Itis rumored that some bridges between Alexandria and Fair- 
fax Station have been carried away by the storms of yesterday. 

Ret Ove DN AGE Bes 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 10, 1864. 
(Received 12 midnight.) 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, 
Culpeper : 

Your dispatch in regard to Lieutenant Meigs received. He is just 
now in Baltimore to make arrangements for some engineer work, 
but is expected to be back to-morrow. I will send him to you at 
such time as you want him to report. I will make application for 
another engineer officer, as there is no officer here whom I can detail. 
I have sent written report and map to Washington on the evening 
of the 9th instant. Icould not telegraph sooner because the wires 


were down. 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


MARTINSBURG, April 10, 1864. 
(Received Cumberland, 4.05 p. m.) 


Major-General SIGEL, 
Commanding : 


The skirmish at Winchester was between two companies of rebels 
and 150 men of the Sixth and Seventh Virginia and Fourteenth 
Pennsylvania, under Major Hunter. The enemy was first driven 
out of the town a mile, when the attack was abandoned by Major 
Hunter and our men brought back to this side of the town, where 
the criminal carelessness of the commander exposed them to an at- 
tack which was asurprise. The enemy was pursued yesterday across 
Cedar Creek, but the sudden rise from the recent heavy rain made it 
impracticable to go farther after them. Major Hunter lost 27 men 
prisoners. Willsend full report to-morrow. Major Hunter has been 
arrested, 

WM. W. AVERELL,, 
Brigadier- General. 
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GENERAL ee iat HEADQUARTERS NintH ARMY CorRPs, 
No. 6. New York, April 10, 1864. 
3 The following badge is announced as the badge of the Ninth Army 
orps : 

A shield with the figure 9 in the center, crossed with a foul anchor 
_ and cannon, to be worn on the top of the cap or front of the hat. 

The First Division to be of red, with gilt anchor, cannon, and 
number. 

The Second Division to be of white, with gilt anchor, cannon, and 
number. } 

The Third Division to be of blue, with gilt anchor, cannon, and 
number. 

The Fourth Division to be of green, with gilt anchor, cannon, and 
number. 

Corps headquarters of red, white, and blue, with gilt anchor, can- 
non, and green number. 

Those who desire can also wear a medal of the same design, made 
of gold or gilt, silver or white metal, bronze or copper, to be attached 
to the left breast of the coat as a pin or suspended by a red, white, 
and blue ribbon. The designs for this badge are now in the hands 
of Messrs. Tiffany & Co., New York, and samples will be at head- 
quarters about the 27th. 

By command of Maj. Gen. A. E. Burnside: 

EDWARD M. NEILL, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. 18TH ARMY Corps, DEPT. oF VA. AND N., C., 
Fort Monroe, Apri 10, 1864. 
Rear-Admiral S. P. LEz, 


Comdg. North Atlantic Blockading Squadron : 

ADMIRAL: I have your note in relation to the pirates of the creeks 
and inlets of the James River and the means of destroying them, 
and am desirous of co-operating with you in that object. I have 
therefore sent General Graham, who is charged with the duty of 
making all such dispositions as you may judge necessary after con- 
ference with him, for the purpose indicated, 


Very respectfully, yours, 
BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, April 10, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. JoHN J. PECK, 

Comdg. Dist. of North Carolina, New Berne, N. C.: 

GENERAL: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to 
instruct you to send the following batteries to this point, viz: Bat- 
teries K and E, Third New York Artillery. I am further instructed 
to direct you to use the first available transportation in sending the 
Third New York Cavalry to this point, and any surplus transportation 
will be used in forwarding the batteries. The commanding general 
directs that the utmost endeavors be used inexpediting this movement, 


! 
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and that all officers under your command connected with this move- 
ment be instructed to forward the same with the utmost dispatch. 
All horses belonging to the Third New York Cavalry, will be sent, 
and any of the men who may be dismounted will be sent with the 
regiment. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. 8. DAVIS, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


PROVIDENCE, R. I., April 11, 1864. 
(Received 11.15 a. m.) 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Culpeper Court-House, Va.: 
Will probably get all new regiments from New England off this 
week. If I am at Annapolis on Thursday will I be in season to 


meet you ? 
A. E. BURNSIDE, 
Major-General. 


CULPEPER, VA., April 11, 1864. 
(Received 2 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen, A. E. BURNSIDE, 
Providence, R. I.: 
I will be at Annapolis Wednesday. 
UL 8S" GRANT 
Tneutenant-General. 


Pony Mountain, April 11, 1864—9.30 a. m. 
Captain Norton: 

The troops reported by me on the 8th instant were a portion of at 
least two brigades visible that have rejoined the command on Clark’s 
Mountain. All quiet. 

PAINE. 


Stony Mountain, April 11, 1864—10 a. m. 
General Hancock and 
Captain NORTON: 
All quiet. Four guns are in position on the work on heights be- 
hind Dr. Morton’s house. 


TAYLOR. 


Pony Mountain, April 11, 1864—4.30 p. m. 
Captain Norton: 
One hundred men at work to day intrenching on crest of hill near 
the river, | mile east of Somerville Ford. All quiet. 
PAINE. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 11, 1864—7 p. m. 
COMMANDING OFFICER SECOND CorPs: 

Lieutenant-General Grant went to Washington this afternoon. I 
presume he will not be back before day after to-morrow. I will let 
you know when he returns. 

S. WILLIAMS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Apri 11, 1864. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 

A regiment from General Kilpatrick’s division has taken post at 
Grové Church and will scout to United States Ford and in the direc- 
tion of Stafford Court-House. A regiment from General Gregg has 
taken post at Morrisville and will scout to Tackett’s Mills and White 
Bridge. These dispositions and scouting parties, with General Gregg’s 
division at Warrenton, should obviate the necessity of keeping the 
regiment now scattered along the railroad on duty there. I respect- 
fully request that it be relieved and ordered to report to General 


Gregg. 
: P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


{Indorsement. | 


Cavairy on railroad to remain. That at Morrisville may be with- 
drawn, if desired. 
Ay Ae 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
April 11, 1864—4 p. m. 
Colonel SMITH, 
Chief of Staff: 

The officer at Grove Church confirms the report of yesterday, that 
the small parties of the enemy on the other side of the river are 
ordered back ; a few scouts yet remain. All quiet. 

J. KILPATRICK, 


Briqadier-General of Volunteers. 


CULPEPER CouURT-HoUSsE, VA4., 
April 11, 1864—10.30 a. m. (Received 12.30 p, m.) 
Maj. Gen. F. SIGEL, 
Cumberland, Md.: 

I have directed the Thirty-sixth Ohio to be ordered to General 
Crook. If I can send you an engineer officer in place of Lieutenant 
Meigs, I will do so. If one is not sent, exercise your own judgment 
about letting him go into the field. J 

Le seoGRANT, 


Lieutenant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Apri 11, 1864. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, Culpeper Court House: 
Your dispatch in regard to the Thirty-sixth Ohio and Lieutenan 
Meigs is received. 
F. SIGEL, 


Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 11, 1864—11.30 a. m. 
(Received 12.30 p. m.) 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL U.S. ARMY: 
The following telegram from Col. George D. Wells, at Harper’s 
Ferry, is just received : 
The railroad bridge will be impassable for seven days. The village bridge is unin- 
jured, but wholly taken up. If the water falls it may be laid in two days., 
FRANZ SIGKL, 
Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 11, 1864. 
(Received 12.30 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. C. C. AuGuR, Washington: 

The following dispatch from General Averell, at Martinsburg, is 
just received : 

Commanding officer at Point of Rocks telegraphs he is reliably informed that 
there is a party of 300 rebel cavalry at Waterford, and some in sight on the oppo- 
site bank. 

FRANZ SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., April 11, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, 
Commanding Cavalry Division, Martinsburg, W. Va.: 
GENERAL: By orders this day issued the Seventh West Virginia 
Cavalry was transferred to the Third Division. The general com- 
manding department directs me to state that this order was founded 
on what he deemed, after a careful view of the circumstances, 
the necessities of the public service. He would have been pleased to 
have allowed it to remain with you, but decided that its services 
were imperatively demanded in the Kanawha Valley. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 11, 1864. 
(Received 2.20 a, m., 12th.) 
Maj. Gen. J. STAHEL, Chief of Cavalry: 
IT need 3,500 horses to mount my command now here, and I pre- 
sume 1,000 will be required to mount those to return. The arms 


£ 
y 
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required, and for which requisitions have been made, are as follows: 
Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 465 Burnside carbines; Twenty- 
first New York Veteran Cavalry, 566 revolvers, 106 Burnside car- 
bines ; Taylor’s First New York Veteran Cavalry, 320 revolvers, 750 
Spencer carbines ; First Virginia Veteran Cavalry, 337 Spencer car- 
bines, 400 revolvers. The First New York Veteran Cavalry, McRey- 
nolds, are now making requisitions for 276 revolvers, 484 Burnside 
carbines, 250 sets horse equipments. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 


Brigadier-General, 


CUMBERLAND, April 11, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL : 

The guerrillas attacked and drove in our pickets last night at Paw 
Paw and other points on the railroad, and patrol was attacked at 
Michael’s Gap, 24 miles above the mouth of the Cacapon. Please 
send out as soon as possible a scouting party in their rear to scout 
the country between the Cacapon and South Branch of the Potomac. 
I will send a force from Springfield, Va. 

Respectfully, 
JUL. STAHEL, 
Major-General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 11, 1864. 
(Received 5.52 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. J. STAHEL, 
Chief of Cavalry: 
The Cacapon is impassable and I think Back Creek is not forda- 
ble. Will send party out. Everything quiet up the valley. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, April 11, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL : 

It is reported that a force of 150 rebels is between Sleepy Creek 
and the Great Cacapon. Send with the least possible delay 100 cav- 
alry toSir John’s Run by railroad to scout the whole country between 
Sleepy Creek and the Great Cacapon. They will then remain at 
Bath until further orders and keep communication with the infantry 
- at Sir John’s Run and Hancock. 

' J. STAHEL, 


Major-General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 11, 1864. 
Major-General SIGEL : 
Back Oreek was found fordable and a scouting party of 60 men 
were sent toward Bloomery Gap, four hours ago. It will take until 


morning to send 100 cavalry to Sir John’s Run. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


i 
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CUMBERLAND, April 11, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL : 

The guerrillas that attacked our infantry last night have been 
driven back and some prisoners taken. They have separated into 
two parties, one party going toward Romney, the other toward North 
River Mills. Please send your party mentioned in my telegram of 
this p. m. to North River to intercept them or drive them entirely 
out of that part of the country. I will send after those at Romney. 

JUL. STAHEL, 
Major-General, 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 11, 1864. | 

Brigadier-General AVERELL, | 

Commanding Division, Martinsburg : | 

We must be very careful and act promptly. We had: several | 

skirmishes between here and Sir John’s Run within the last twenty-_ 

four hours, and I fear that a rebel band will come in at Sir John’s | 
Run to-night. I can send no infantry of any amount there. 

F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


WATER STATION, April 11, 1864—12 m. 
Lieut. W. H. Ross, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Two men wounded— Wesby and Roney, Company K. Patrol was 
attacked at Michael’s Gap, 23 miles above mouth of Cacapon, by 
about 30 men, 20 minutes before express passed from west. Pickets 
from Paw Paw were driven in 11 o’clock by about 20 men, as. 
reported by pickets. Everything quiet this morning; but 1 rebel 
seen since daylight, Doctor Hunter has gone to Cacapon, wounded 
severely both in groin and left side. . 


Be D. VU Tae 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 11, 1864—12.30 a. m. 
(Received 2 a. m.) 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Commanding Armies, Culpeper : 

The following dispatch from Brigadier-General Crook, Charles- 
ton, has been received : 
CHARLESTON, W. Va., April 10, 1864—10 p. m. 
Major-General SIGEL : ee . 


I want another infantry regiment here in order to carry out my part of the pro- 
gramme, General Grant promised me conditionally the Thirty-sixth Regiment 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, now on furlough at Marietta, Ohio. The conditions 
referred to will be complied with, Will you please ask General Grant for this reg- 
iment direct? Their furlough is out on the 19th instant. They have their arms 
with them, 

CROOK, 
Brigadier-General. 


F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 
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CUMBERLAND, MD., April 11, 1864. 

Brigadier-General Crook, Charleston, Kanawha: 

Lieutenant-General Grant answers that he has ordered the Thirty- 
sixth Ohio to report to you. In regard tothe Eighth Ohio Cavalry, 
I do not know where it is now. and have asked for information at 
the War Department. General Stahel is directed to do everything 
in his power to have your cavalry regiments mounted at once. Com- 
municate with him in all that relates to cavalry forces. 

F. SIGEL, 


Major-General. 


. Fort Monrog, Va., April 11, 1864—5 p. m. 
(Received 11 p. m.) 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

I am much embarrassed with the movements of the French vessels, 
about getting their tobacco from Richmond. Allowing two vessels 
of war and sundry merchant ships to go up and down the James 
River for the next thirty days will as effectually inform the rébels 
of our movements as if | officially reported them to Seddon. Shall 


they go on? 
B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 


Newport News, April 11, 1864. 
(Received 11.30 p. m:) 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, D. C.: 

Captain De Marivault, of the French man-of-war Tisiphone, 
called on me this morning. The French man-of-war Grenade and 
one transport are also in the roads. Captain De Marivault expects 
another transport in a few days. He will be ready to go up James 
River with one transport day after to-morrow. He asks if he 
is at liberty to pass up when he is ready, and I have replied that he 
can go at the time he mentioned. He thinks that no report to 
me is necessary of the quantity of tobacco moved, but would have 
no objection to making it. [supposed this to be called for by the 
convention, but would not accept it, as at present advised. Please 
instruct me if this movement of tobacco is to go on now, and if any 
report is required of quantity moved. Hach transport is to be towed 
by a French man-of-war. General Butler informed me the other 
day that he would telegraph the War Department as to this move- 

‘ment of tobacco at this time, to which he said he had no objection. 
Please reply by telegraph. 
sialic 8. P, LEE, 


Acting Rear-Admiral. 


Stony MountalIn, April 12, 1864—5 p. m. 


General Hancock and 
Captain NORTON : / 

All quiet. I see a party of rebel infantrymen playing ball on field 
near Tobaccostick Ford, indicating infantry pickets at that point. 
Have seen no infantry before below Stringfellow’s Ford. 

TAYLOR. 


+ 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 12, 1864. | 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, | 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac : | 
Instructions have just been sent to General Torbert, commanding | 
First Cavalry Division, to capture, if possible, the party of the en-| 
emy reported encamped on Castle Mountain. He has been directed 
not to make the attempt until there is an unquestionable certainty of 
crossing Hazel River without great difficulty. He has officers and 
men in his division who are familiar with the country. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 12, 1864. 

; (Received at 3.25 a. m.) 

Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, 
General-in-Chief : 

Colonel Moor, commanding at Beverly, reports on inquiries made 
by me in regard to the roads north and south of Beverly : 

The road from Baker to Beverly is for about one-half (or 25 miles) one continued 
canal of mud,.3 and 4 feet deep, with pointed rocks at the bottom. Six horses are 
required;to draw 800 pounds, making only one trip in eight days. From what I learn 
of farmers and old road repairers it will require at least two weeks’ very fair weather 
and 2,000 hands to bring the road into condition for speedy transportation. The 
road from Beverly south to Huntersville, especially through the Mingo Flats, is 
reported as to beggar description, repairs having been neglected since 1861. The rush- 
ing waters of the mountain washed large portions of it tively away. OnStaunton 
pike, across Cheat Mountain and Greenbrier Mountain, is probably the best, as less 
traveling was done on it, as far at least as Greenbrier River, but cannot at present 
be examined. The average depth of snow on the mountain is 4 feet, and in the 
passes and roads deeper yet. 


I must add that Colonel Moor is a very rehable and experienced 
officer, who has been in West Virginia since 1861, and was with 
Averell last winter. 

General J. C. Sullivan telegraphs from Webster that the road to 
Beverly is impassable for artillery. 

General Crook telegraphs from Charleston : 

Unless I can get the horses soon to mount my men with they will be too late for 
this expedition. It will require all the troops that have been promised me to be 
effective men to make my part of the expedition successful, and mine is the im- 
portant part. It is essential that both my raw men and horses be trained a little 


ee commencing this difficult move. When will the Eighth Ohio Cavalry be 
1ere ¢ 


Everything is done to get the horses for Generals Crook and 
Averell, but at least one-third of our cavalry is dismounted and we 
cannot buy as many horses and as fast as we want them. 

I ask for information at Washington in regard to the Eighth Ohio 
Cavalry, which, as I learn from Cavalry Bureau, has neither horses 
nor arms, nor has a requisition been made before. 

The Twentieth Pennsylvania Cavalry arrived here with 1,000 men 
but only 150 horses andno arms except sabers, From what Isee and 
could learn it seems to me that it would be a very difficult task to 
march a column from Webster to Lewisburg, a distance of 147 miles 
with artillery and ammunition and provisions for ten days, even if 
the weather should be very good during the next two weeks, The 
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line from Charleston and Gauley Bridge to Lewisburg is much 
shorter—only 60 miles—and troops can be brought to those two 
points (Charleston and Gauley Bridge) by railroad and water very 
quickly and without difficulty. 

A column advancing by Beverly and coming to a stand-still will 
be a lost power, as it can neither assist us in the Shenandoah nor 
co-operate well with General Crook. I would therefore respectfully 
suggest, although with some reluctance, as I am not acquainted with 
your plans, to re-enforce General Crook with 2,000 or 3,000 good in- 
fantry, besides Thirty-sixth Ohio Infantry, with two or three bat- 
teries and at least 1,000 cavalry available at present, besides that 
ordered to him. This would enable General Crook to move very 
soon to attain the main object without depending on the troops from 
Webster. A small corps of observation composed of good infantry, 
with some good cavalry, could advance from Beverly toward Hunters- 
ville to draw the attention of the enemy to this direction and to hold 
connection with the forces in the Kanawha. Meanwhile the rest of 
our troops could be assembled between Harper’s Ferry and Cumber- 
land, to cover this section of the country and the railroad and to 
prepare for a movement through the Shenandoah Valley, where the 
road is good. There is no doubt that the enemy is aware of our 
intended concentration of a large force at Beverly, because, having 
been informed by General Ord to be there on the 8th, I made my 
arrangements accordingly and moved some of the troops and stores 
to that point. In modifying the programme this premature move- 
ment to Beverly would be a feint to the enemy and no harm to us. 
I, however, wait for your decision, and hope you will pardon me for 


expressing my opinion frankly to you. 
Eivoale FRANZ SIGEL, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON City, April 12, 1864—1.30 p. m. 


Major-General SIGEL, 
Cumberland, Md.: 

Your letter received. Will not a week or ten days’ good weather 
make the programme laid out in my previous instructions practica- 
ble? The route you now suggest, that is, by sending the whole force 
to Gauley Bridge to start, was my idea exactly, simply consulting 
the map, without any personal knowledge of the country to be trav- 
ersed. Consultation, however, with officers who had been in the 
country induced me to give the instructions I did. The late rain 
has so far set back offensive operations that we can change plan, if 
found necessary, any time in the next ten days. 

U! 8S. GRANT, 
Lneutenant- General. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 12, 1864—7 p. m. 
(Received 7.45 p. m.) 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 2 
Washington, D. C.: 
Your dispatch of to-day is received. I will continue in making 
all dispositions necessary to carry out your programme. According 
to it there would be only three regiments of infantry left, besides the 


| 
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rest of Averell’s cavalry, to defend or move up the Shenandoah Val- 
ley. Ten would go with General Ord, six with General Crook, 
besides the Thirty-sixth Ohio, and four would be posted on the line | 
of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad from Monocacy to Parkersburg, 
among them two Maryland and one Virginia regiments, raised for 
local defense, and necessary to guard our stores and depots and to 


load and unload trains. 
FRANZ SIGEL, 
Major-General, 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No, 14. Cumberland, Md., April 12, 1864. 

I. Commanding officers at stations within this department, between 
the Monocacy River and Parkersburg, are directed to send all de- 
serters from the enemy, guerrillas, agents, and spies in the interest 
of the so-called Confederate States, and also refugees from sections 
held by the rebels, to the commanding officer at Harper’s Ferry, Va., 
or to the provost-marshal-general of the Department, at Cumber- 
land, Md., or to the senior officer at Clarksburg, Va., as may be most 
convenient. Those coming within our lines at points in the Kana- 
wha Valley will be reported to the commanding general of the Third 
Division, at Charleston, W. Va. 

II. Strict examination and prompt disposition will be made in 
each case. Deserters may ordinarily be discharged upon taking the 
oath of allegiance to the Government of the United States, and may 
receive employment on fortifications or other public works within 
the department; but in cases where it is considered unsafe to allow 
them to remain, or be employed in the immediate vicinity of our 
lines, they will be sent to some point in the interior and there be dis- 
charged. Descriptive lists will be forwarded weekly tothe military 
provost-marshal-general of the department, at Cumberland, showing 
the regiment or other organization to which they belonged, the place 
of residence and enlistment, and the disposition ordered. Refugees 
will be discharged after examination, and may be employed at any 
place within the lines, but all persons suspected of being guerrillas, 
spies, &c., will be sent to the provost-marshal at these headquarters 
for further examination and trial. 

III. No persons residing within this department, on or south of 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and not belonging to the Army of 
the United States, will be allowed to keep or bear arms, except the 
following : 

First. Those belonging to the State militia, who are able to fur- 
nish proof that they are accepted and acknowledged as members of 
that organization. For this purpose they must be provided with the 
necessary papers. 

Second. Those belonging to companies organized by His Excel- 
lency the Governor of the State of West Virginia, under aspecial act 
of the Legislature, and acting as scouts. 

Third. Scouts and agents sent out from department, division, or 
separate brigade headquarters. 

All other persons, loyal or disloyal, will deliver their arms to the 
nearest commanding officer or military provost-marshal, with their 
names affixed thereto, so that they may be properly cared for and 
returned when the public safety will admit, All such arms will be 


: 
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sent either to Harper’s Ferry, Cumberland, or Charleston, and 
turned over to the proper officer. 

After the promulgation of this order, persons not belonging to any 
of the classes herein mentioned found keeping, concealing, or bear- 
ing arms will be arrested and tried by military commission. 

By order of Major-General Sigel : 

T. MELVIN, 


Assistani Adjutant-General, 


GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpqgrs. Dept. of WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 15. \ Cumberland, Md., April 12, 1864. 

The First Cavalry Division of this department, under command 
of Brig. Gen. W. W. Averell, will be composed of the following reg- 
iments, to be brigaded as the commanding officer of the division may 
deem proper: First New York Cavalry, First New York Veteran 
Cavalry, Twenty-first New York Cavalry, Twelfth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, First West Virginia 
Cavalry, Sixth West Virginia Cavalry. 

All communications, reports, and returns from this division will 
be sent direct to Maj. Gen. J. Stahel, chief of cavalry of the depart- 
ment. 

Commanding officers of the remaining cavalry organizations within 
the department, except the cavalry attached to the command of Brig. 
Gen. George Crook, will report in writing, without delay, to Maj. 
Gen. J. Stahel, chief of cavalry, for instructions and orders, but will 

remain meanwhile in communication with the commanding officers 
of the organizations to which they are at present attached, and will 
draw their supplies from them. 

Brig. Gen. George Crook will furnish such reports and returns in 
relation to the cavalry of his command as the chief of cavalry of the 
department may at times require. 

By order of Major-General Sigel : 

THAYER MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HARPER’S FERRY, W. VaA., April 12, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of West Virginia: 

I have received a report from the provost-marshal at Point of 
Rocks that Mosby, with 400 men, is there impressing horses, teams, 
and corn in and about Hamilton, Loudoun County, and taking them 
to Upperville; also that a squad of 20 rebels were at Waterford 
yesterday evening. I sent word back that for want of cavalry I 
could render no aid. If I send infantry Mosby would retire with- 
out loss and return as soon as they left. 

MAX WEBER, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., April 12, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. Max WEBER: 
Your dispatch received. You have not cavalry enough to take 
care of Loudoun County, and your infantry cannot be sent away from 


\ 
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the defenses. General Averell and Colonel Taylor are in charge of | 
the outposts toward Winchester, and have to guard the roads lead- 
ing to the Ferry. Iwill make an arrangement during the next few 
days in regard to cavalry, and inform you. Report at least once a 
day what information you have réceived. I have also received your 


letters. 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, April 12, 1864. 


Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
; Martinsburg, W. Va.: 


Your letter of yesterday is received. You can begin the transfer — 
of your troops as indicated in your letter, but the general command- _ 


ing directs that until further orders you will send but 1,500 men to 
be stationed at Clarksburg and Webster. The transfer of the re- 
mount camp and hospital to Pleasant Valley is satisfactory. I have 
telegraphed to the Chief of Ordnance in relation to the arms and 
equipments of your command, and will inform you as soon as I 
receive a reply. Please inform me if requisition for horses for 
your entire command has been forwarded to the Cavalry Bureau. 
The mares will not be received by the Cavalry Bureau. Your state- 
ment of the horses required in yesterday’s telegram appears to be 
considerably larger than your former statement to the chief quar- 
termaster. If the demand for horses in your division is so large and 
the number of men present for duty equipped so small as your last 
report shows, the remainder of your command, after the 2,000 have 
left, will be ineffectual and useless for active operations. Please 
inform me of the whereabouts of all the detachments in your last 
monthly report, and also where Means’ battalion is, and whether you 
have made arrangements to forward them. 
FRANZ SIGEL, 


General. 


MARTINSBURG, W. Va., April 12, 1864. 
Col. R. F. Taybor, 
Commanding First Brigade : 

CoLONEL: Pursuant to orders just received from the major-gen- 
eral commanding the department, the brigadier-general commanding 
directs that you send 100 cavalry on the cars to’Sir John’s Run at 
once, to thoroughly scout the country between Sleepy Creek and 
Great Cacapon. They will then remain at Bath until further orders, 
keeping communication with the infantry at Sir John’s Run and 
Hancock. At Bath they will be careful and not disturb the property 
of the Union citizens. 

The brigadier-general commanding desires that you send some por- 
tion of your force not included in the detail of 1,000 heretofore 
made. Perhaps the Sixth Michigan will be able to furnish the de- 
tail. You will inform Mr. Darby, the railroad agent, when the 
detail is ready to embark on the cars. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILL RUMSRY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


\ 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., April [12], 1864. 
Col. JoseEPH THOBURN, | 
Commanding at Webster: 

COLONEL: As soon as a regiment arrives at Webster you will 
please take a memorandum of its officers and men present, and after 
the most necessary preparations start it for Beverly. Every regi- 
ment must be provided with 20 picks, 20 spades, and 40 axes. The 
soldiers will only be allowed one suit of clothes. They will take 
their overcoats, blankets, shelter-tents, one extra pair of shoes, and 
their knapsack, with one suit of underclothing. They will carry two 
days’ cooked rations in their haversacks and three days’ short 
rations in their knapsacks. They will also have 40 rounds ammuni- 
tion in their cartridge-boxes and 20 in their knapsacks, 7. e., 60 per 
man. The following transportation will be allowed : One wagon to 
field and staff, one to line officers, one to each 100 men. It is neces- 
sary that the instructions from the chief quartermaster of this depart- 
ment are strictly compled with and that there will be no interference 
in regard to his arrangements. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 12, 1864—2.10 p. m. 


Major-General BUTLER, 
Fort Monroe : 

You will receive instructions to-day from Lieutenant-General 
Grant in respect to the French vessels mentioned in your telegram 
received last night and referred to General Grant. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


NEw YorK, Apri 12, 1864. 
(Received 7 p. m.) 
Hon. F. W. SEWARD, 
Assistant Secretary of State: 
[have telegraphed General Butler, at Fort Monroe, to say to French 
‘ officers that I authorize and request delay for consultation by me 
with Mr. Geoffrey to-morrow about tobacco. Tell Mr. Geoffrey this 
or not, as you find expedient. I shall see him to-morrow. 
WM. H. SEWARD, 
Secretary of State. 


WASHINGTON City, Apri 12, 1864—3.30 p. m. 
Major-General BUTLER, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 

Your dispatch of the 11th instant to the Secretary of War in rela- 
tion to the shipment of tobacco by the French Government has been 
referred to me for my orders. The agreement made by the Secretary 
of State (copy of which you have) will have to be carried out. But 
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make no agreement to extend the time for so doing beyond the 23d 
instant, at which time the agreement expires by limitation, unless 
directed to do so by the President or Secretary of War. 

USS" GRANT 


Ineutenant-General. 


Fort Monrog, VaA., April 12, 1864. 
(Received 6.30 a. m.) 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Commanding U. S. Army: 

Don’t think me importunate, but for the good of the service can 
you not send me Brig. Gen. J. H. Wilson, now of the Cavalry Bureau, 
as chief of cavalry, to lead our expedition ? 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON City, April 12, 1864—1.30 p. m. | 

Major-General BUTLER, | 

Fort Monroe : | 

General Burnham is ordered to report to you. General Brooks 

will be there also. Williams has not the rank for the command you 

suggest. It will be impracticable to give you either Neill or Hazen. | 
If possible to give youa cavalry commander I will accommodate you. 

U.S. GRANT, 


Tneutenant-General. 


i 
) 
Hpars. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, : 
[April 12, 1864.] | 
Instructions to Brig. Gen. C. K. Graham : ; | 
First. Six hundred to be concentrated as soon as possible (to be) 
unseen by the enemy) to the Nansemond to-morrow, to march at 12) 
midnight to the Holloway’s Point ferry, cross the river, and march 
to the first road leading to the right. At this pomt 200 remain with 
pickets thrown out in all directions till daylight. The remaining! 
400 march slowly and cautiously on, to arrive at Cherry Grove on 
the Chuckatuck before daylight, taking up a strong position near 
the boat landing, to cover the landing of other troops there, throw] 
ing pickets well to the front, and occupying all the houses to pre 
vent information being taken to the enemy. On the arrival of Gen- 
eral Graham at Cherry Grove the commanding officer will report ta 
him for further orders. At daylight the first-mentioned 200 divides, 
100 moving down to the point, making a close examination of the 
country between the Chuckatuck and Nansemond, arresting all males 
found and destroying all small boats. After this is done the party 
will return to the Nansemond and recross to their camp, if no further 
orders are received, The other 100 of this force will move down té 
the western branch by the first road to the left, examine the creek 
as far up as possible and remain on the creek until the navy cutters 
have passed up and back, when they will return to the crossing 4 
the Nansemond and remain there until joined by the first 100. 
Second. A force of 1,500 infantry and four pieces of artillery wil 
report to you in Portsmouth at sunset to-night, of which you wil 
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make the following disposition, viz : Seven hundred men and the ar- 
tillery conveyed by army gun-boats will proceed up the Chuckatuck 
Creek, to land at Cherry Grove at or just before daylight, and will 
march as expeditiously as possible toward Smithfield, sending small 
scouting parties on the different roads to the right to thoroughly scour 
the country to the James River; 400 men, under cover of the army 
and navy gun-boats, will land in Burwell’s Bay, capture the signal 
station at Day’s Point, and march to Smithfield, which place they 
will hold during the day with pickets well thrown out., At 60’clock 
a.m. 400 men under convoy of an army gun-boat will enter Pagan’ 
Creek, proceed to Smithfield, land there and take up the march for 
Benn’s Church, continuing on the road to Cherry Grove until they 
mest the force from Chuckatuck Creek, when they will return to 
Smithfield, where all the forces will be embarked and return to Ports-: 
mouth. Care must be taken that no collision takes place from the 
meeting of these forces on the Cherry Grove road, and that the trans- 
ports remain in the Chuckatuck long enough to offer any assistance 
should the party be driven back to the creek. General Graham will 
use his discretion about taking the 400 men that march to Cherry 
Grove to Smithfield, or leave them to cover the transports in the creek, 
and send the detachment back from Chuckatuck. The quartermaster 
will provide the transportation. A navy gun-boat will be stationed in 
the Nansemond, and also one near the mouth of Pagan Creek and two 
in Burwell’s Bay to cover the landings and remain till the expedi- 
tion is over. General Graham will understand the object of the 
expedition is to capture all small parties of rebel soldiery, all guer- 
rillas, the destruction of all the boats found in the waters that are 
examined, and the capture of all property that may be valuable to 
the United States Government. 
By command of Major-General Butler : 
J. W. SHAFFER, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., April 12, 1864. 
Brigadier-General HECKMAN, 
Near Portsmouth, Va.: 
You had better have your troops move on Suffolk early in the 
morning. Admiral Lee has been requested to send gun-boat up 


Nausemond to co-operate with you at daylight in the morning. 
J. W. SHAFFER. 


SPECIAL ORDERS,) Hpgrs. ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
No. 10. { In Field, Culpeper C. H., Va., April 13, 1864. 

I. Brig. Gen. J. H. Wilson, U. 8. Volunteers, will report in per- 
son without delay to Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, commanding 
Army of the Potomac, for duty. 

* * * * * * * 
‘By command of Lieutenant-General Grant : : 
T. S. BOWERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


: 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, 
Camp near Brandy Station, Va., April 13, 1864. 


General SETH WILLIAMS, 
Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac. 


GENERAL: I have the honor herewith to submit a memorandum, 
for the consideration of the general commanding, on the subject of 
land transportation, in order to bring about a further modification 
of orders No. 100, of last November, the dth.* 

In the memorandum I have assumed that each infantry corps has 
33,000 men and the cavalry 15,000. The proposed supply trains are 
based on that assumption. I have supposed that about eight and 
one-half wagons to every 1,000 men will carry ten days’ subsistence 
of short rations and ten days’ grain for the team animals. , 

If 100 rounds of small-arm ammunition per man must be carried 
in wagons it will require five for every 1,000 men. The wagons for 
this purpose and for carrying the additional three days’ subsistence 
can be obtained by restricting each regiment of infantry and cavalry 
to two wagons for baggage, mess stores, &c. The batteries then 
should be limited to one for same purposes. 

The Cavalry Corps has not the means at present of transporting 
more than two days’ supply of forage for the horses on a campaign. 
It is the intention to ead the depot train with forage, medical stores, 
&c., for use on the march. I would recommend that the wagons 
now on hand be assigned as indicated in the memorandum. No 
additional ones need be asked for. 

I would also recommend that for a short campaign no extra cloth- 
ing or overcoats be carried by the men on their persons; that they 
carry blankets, five days’ rations in the knapsack and three in the 
haversack. Some extra shoes, underclothing, and overcoats should 
be carried in the trains. All other property not immediately needed 
should be sent to the rear. 

lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RUFUS INGALLS, 
Brig. Gen., Chief Quartermaster, Army of the Potomac. 


Note.—Some of the troops in this army have unauthorized camp 
equipage ; many of the cavalry, for instance, have Sibley tents. I 
would request that they be ordered to comply promptly with Gen- 
eral Orders, No. 100, of November 5, 1863. 

; R. INGALLS, 
Brig. Gen., Chief Quartermaster, Army of the Potomac. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc, 
April 14, 1864. 
_ I will have a conversation with the lieutenant-general command- 
ing before modifying existing orders, as above recommended. The 
orders to turn in superfluous and unauthorized camp equipage have 
been issued, 
GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General. 


*See Vol. XXIX, Part II, p. 420. 
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{ 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, 
Camp near Brandy Station, Va., April 13, 1864. 


Memoranda for General Meade: ’ 
PE MPAMCLYVACOLPSs) oo: O00 MMEMNICACH ne. cr cons.oc tee Ae eiee eases set canoe coresee ¢ 99, 000 


Bees VACOLDS - 10 OOOMmMeIs enacts yattraet <= tlates ava not netea eons Meee ele 15, 000 
PenueLy with COCs) alld. iMiTeserver. «ile sete cienives Kees eas ee Meee ee hee 6, 000 
Aggregate of officers and men present ...........:-.cseeeceeceeeees 120, 000 


Allowance of wagons. 
4 corps headquarters : 


2 wagons each for baggage, mess stores, RC... .. cece eee c cece eee eens 8 
a wagons each for subsistence; forage, GC). i. . ocis. sha sicleiiniels oa to te 12 
14 division headquarters : 
i waron each for baggage, mess stores, &C. 00. 6... 0+ cee anes s eos ceeane 14 
Pawaeons cachfor Subsistence, TOrage, GC... sise0.. s+. nets «nce tines mene ce 28 
lmwacormedch Tomar MOLetse LOOIS: Hat aeeecic s,s lee Hels cette castes aunals jecees 14 
Artillery Reserve: 
iewWacon tOLmbar lave, Mess StOLES, GGC.r0 84a esistielels 6 cVcns ciel sle So ael ele ee 1 
Piwacons, for subsistence, forage. QC. x. shojo « icio s eiosineale, 205 Aeelses tee ets 2 
39 infantry and cavalry brigades : 
HewacOMm cael torparlageSlOLeS, GC 5 ea. c cp hs de icle oe erg « wielelen ss lel or 39 
ivaconeach tor silsistences LOLage, QC. va... de seitelte case elec este 39 
iwaconrench\tor sales tO; OfICers satya oeiayasie cui seyeisiss ke os us oes sl ciciae ie 39 
7 brigades of artillery : 
1 wagon each for baggage, mess stores, ce) en ee eee 7 
lawaronleach fomsubsistence, forage, KC... fo: sce se sss oe ss cetascn pefe.ctecee 7 
1 wagon each for sales to Oihicetar iii AS ae 7 
3 infantry corps, for intrenching tools, 6 wagons each.....................-- 18 
182 regiments infantry, 2 wagons each for baggage, mess stores, &c., for 
PET MESi A Hema Calley OLTL COTS tre ete.c: ci cee Stersie eisiete & oisieue, ashes wrens) gious Hele tue rote ores 364 
Besrroctments Cavalry, SAMC'AS ABOVE. sj. sje aajaeenic sels wie ese ceonens © oes eee ues 66 


Each corps of infantry, for a supply train to carry ten days’ subsistence for 
the officers and men of the corps and 10 days’ forage (ten pounds of grain 
per day to each animal) for the team animals, 280 wagons ................ 840 
The cavalry corps, for a supply train to carry ten days’ subsistence for the 
officers and men of the corps and ten days’ forage (10 pounds of grain per 


day to each animal) for team animals, 150 wagons.................++-++-- . 150 
To each cavalry division a forage supply train for cavalry horses, of 50 wagons ea 
PIAOT MBER IST Actas iby str tiade son, Lorde orci s late a se gray siptate sea'se Seb > ead y Uarieeterealeieucls 9) 
For every 1,000 men, infantry and cavalry, for carrying 100 rounds per man 
OMS MA ATM AMMUNITION. OF WALOUS = jis tics state ole t vice wide oe eel ee aan ae 600 
14 divisions infantry and cavalry, for forage for ambulance trains, 2 wagons 
BEM 5 co the to BAS ONO AOI CO DERE SES CIOS ORIEN SARE A Onn, ie oie 28 
‘To every 1,500 men for hospital SUPPIMES, oO WALONS aco > «= yaiae einer cote 240 
30 six-gun batteries : 
For baggage, mess stores, &c., 1 wagon each... ..2..6....... cece cece eee 30 
For subsistence, forage, &c., 4 WACONSICACHE Ss Stat tt. eeakaya stasis sire 120 
8 four-gun batteries : . 
P POrbAs hare STOLES, OCC... l WALOD CACN wc... sot sence selmeaiemen secs wee ses 8 
For subsistence, forage, &e., 3 wagons each.......... os: bat SOE 24 
6 six-gun horse batteries : 
For baggage, mess stores, &c., 1 wagon each.............. ec cee bee eeeee 6 
_ For subsistence, forage, &e., 4 WAGONS CACIe Soe aw heme hersbeis oleh suntpsi 3. 24 
6 four-gun horse batteries : 
Hor baggage, mess stores, w&e., | wagon each... .. 6.2.2.6... cec eee ee eee 6 
For subsistence, forage, &c., 4 wagons each .............-..e eee ee eee 24 
Ammunition. 
mid 12-pounder guns, 124122112 2.0... eee ce ee eee MAR Ape echoe 135 
oe TG) pecans Wiel NEED). Oy oe eR nO a 35 


ea4 rifled guns;horse battery, 44 100—140... 0... 0. cee ee cece eee ee reece es 31 
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Fuses, primers, powder, &C ........- eee cee tenet cette tere cece eee e ces 2 
Six 20-pounders : 
For baggage, &c., 1 wagon each ...........--- 2 eee ee eee ee eee eens 6 
For subsistence, forage, &c., 3 wagons each .........-...++-se+++e ese ee 18 
HOM aAmiMuUNItiON LOMISAMME\H yas eis cite se Sh esi = ee lela eels efols Heinle) tet atoletanee 12 
For every 25 wagons, ammunition train, for forage, &c., 5 wagons, 205 
IWAR'ONS ere; secieigreeeaaie eto eeicters elsle's acters a\byo © cisuslelayan-tolerts Solve te ete RLeaeEee 51 
Ota MUM DEL 2c scn te Ales bo wrecciots seis regeereyetavetaneversleus RS De eRe eleys ene CE 8, 205 


| Norz.—The supply trains of infantry are supposed to carry, each 
wagon, 1,800 pounds subsistence, equal to 1,200 short rations and 
600 pounds grain ; each wagon of cavalry supply train, 1,500 pounds 
subsistence and 600 pounds grain. The loads of all other wagons will 
exceed 2,000 pounds. This memoranda does not include the army 
headquarters, provost-marshal-general’s department, Engineer Bri- 
gade, nor the repair depot, all of which now have about 434 wagons. 

At these headquarters there are 110 wagons, twenty-five for offi- 
cers’ baggage, mess stores, office property, and papers (generally 
over 40 officers on duty here); twenty-five wagons for subsistence ; the 
balance for forage to feed about 800 animals, and for extra clothing 
and quartermasters’ stores generally. 

The provost-marshal-general has a train of forty-seven wagons for _ 
baggage, subsistence, forage, &c. He has several regiments on duty 
with him, and frequently has many prisoners. 


Wagons. 

The Engineer Brigade has ......... ryalghs cat dicy SPaye wheels © Gasravenaye taps) taxele eer apiem snags 57 
herWneinese battalion! Was Aas enetoncictags <leyedspehote eacret taken icietsua ee eit eee 20 
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UNS roneral TOPAlt: COPOb: a, <n. aust miigencussie sob eceke casoleaks eee aes ae cee etre 180 
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Those at the repair depot and part of those at these headquarters 
are loaded for general use on marches, mostly with forage. 

My last report shows about 3,600 wagons on hand in the army. 
The infantry corps average now about 760 wagons each. 

If existing orders be so modified as to allow five wagons to each 
1,000 men for small-arm ammunition, eight and one-half for supply 
train for subsistence, and only two to each regiment for baggage, 
mess stores, &c., the means of transportation now on hand will 
answer to carry ten days’ subsistence and forage in wagons. 

In the Second Corps, for instance, one wagon is allowed to the field 
and staff and one to the line officers of each regiment for the pur- 
pose of transporting baggage, camp equipage, desks, papers, and 
mess stores. The balance of the regimental wagons are loaded with 
three days’ rations of subsistence, quartermaster’s stores, and forage, 
and the average weight of each load is from 2,800 to 3,000 pounds. 


Pounds, 

The gross weight of 1,000 marching rations, without meat, willbe.......... 1, 5654 
1,00 mations, without meat, will be... eeesere ice cers one ine one aeae “9, 348 
1,500 rations, with meat, two-sevenths pound .................0eecuceseeee 358 
2,706 


That is calculating pork for twice in seven days. The other meat 
will be driven on the hoof. 
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The following is the gross weight of 1,000 rations - 


Pounds 
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It will be seen that a wagon can haul from 1,200 to 1,400 rations of 
provisions, without salt meat. It can also haul forage enough for 
its team for ten days. 

Three wagons for a brigade of 1,500 men is ample to carry its hos- 
pital supplies. An increase of one wagon for every 500 men is too 
great ; | would suggest that four wagons be allowed for a brigade 
not less than 2,000 or exceeding 2,500 ; five wagons for 3,000 and not 
exceeding 4,000. <A hospital tent complete only weighs 175 pounds ; 
one wagon can carry the hospital tents of an entire brigade, with its 
quota of forage; two or three wagons should carry the balance of the 
supplies. 

The ammunition, heavy and small-arm; is assigned on actual 
weight of over 2,000 pounds to each wagon. 


Respectfully submitted. 
RUFUS INGALLS. 
Brig. Gen. and Chief Quartermaster, Army of the Potomac. 


[Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 14, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded for the information of the lieutenant-gen- 
~ eral commanding. 

The transportation of this army is a subject which has engaged my 
attention most particulatly, and every effort made to reduce it to the 
minimum. It is believed a careful perusal of the within statement 
will satisfy the lieutenant-general that with the number of men now 
in the army no reduction is practicable, unless the amounts of am- 
munition, subsistence, forage, &c., are diminished. There are now 
twenty-five wagons carrying subsistence for contingencies with these 
headquarters ; also 180 for the quartermasters’ repair depot, and pos- 
sibly some of the provost-marshal-general’s train that might be dis- 
pensed with, if deemed necessary. : 

GEO. G. MEADE, 


Major-General. 


ANNAPOLIS, Mp., April 13, 1864—10 a.m. 
(Received 11 a. m.) 
Brig. Gen. D. H. RucKER, 
Chief Quartermaster : 

Be prepared to furnish a train of 500 wagons, equipped and_organ- 
ized, in addition to those now at Annapolis, lately sent. to Captain 
Blodgett, which are, I understand, 150 in number. These wagons 
should be organized and held ready for issue on short notice. 

M. C. MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-General, 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
OFFICE OF CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, April 13, 1864. 


General M. C. MEIGs, 
Quartermaster-General, Washington : 


Complaints are frequent again about scarcity of hay. Have not 
had over 4 pounds per day to each animal this month. Cavalry 


officers are complaining loudly. 
RUFUS INGALLS, 


Brigadier-General, Chief Quartermaster, Army of Potomac. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 13, 1864—11 a.m. (Received 12 noon.) 
Brig. Gen. D. H. RUCKER, 
Chief Quartermaster : 

Our medical director may call on you fora steamer of suitable 
draught and size to answer as hospital store-ship in case our opera- 
tions should make it necessary on the York or James Rivers. There 
will be many other things required in that event. I propose to see 
you in person about the matter as soon as I can calculate more 
definitely than it is possible to do now. I shall send you by mail 
to-day a statement of what land transportation General Burnside’s 


column will require. 
RUFUS INGALLS, 
Brigadier-General, Chief Quartermaster, Army of Potomac. 


ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 


April 13, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. P. How#, 
Inspector-General Artillery, U. S. Army: 

GENERAL: In obedience to the instructions of the general com- 
manding this army, Batteries B and M, First Connecticut Artillery 
(Brooker’s and Pratt’s), will report to you. 

It is the desire of the general and of the lieutenant-general com- 
manding the Armies of the United States that these batteries be 
refitted and held in readiness to rejoin this army, for which the nec- 
essary orders will be given when the batteries are required. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY J. HUNT, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Artillery. 


Stony Mountain, April 13, 1864—11.30 a. m. 
Captain NORTON, 
Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac: 

Working parties of the enemy are employed this morning making 
new intrenchments on the heights beyond Somerville Ford. A train 
at a halt is in sight 25 degrees west of south, about 7 miles distant 
from this point. It is headed toward our left ; head of train is out 
of sight in the woods. Counted thirty wagons in sight ; will watch 
for them. There is no change in ae enemy’s camp visible from 
this point. 

TAYLOR, 
Signal Officer. 
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; GARNETT’S MouNTAIN, April 13, 1864. 
Captain Norton: 


Enemy more active to-day. Have thrown up new redoubts. Are 
strengthening works opposite railroad bridge ; also about drills. 
FULLER. 


HEADQUARTERS First CAVALRY DIVISION, 
April 13, 1864. 
Capt. E. B. Parsons, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps : 


The bridge about 2 miles from Castle Mountain Mills is impassa- 
ble. Jenkins’ Ford, just below the bridge, is very deep and danger- 
ous, especially at night. The ford at Castle Mills is impassable. 
Sycamore Ford, 2 miles above the mills, can be crossed with some 
difficulty. There would be no success in starting just now. 

A. T. A. TORBERT, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


‘ HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY OUTPOST, 
Grove Church, April 13, 1864. 
Capt. L. G. EstEs, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Div., Cav. Corps: 

Captain : I have the honor to report that we have this day charged 
into the old knot-hole of atown, Falmouth. The people onthe other 
side of the river paid us their usual compliments. No damage done. 
We could learn of but 2 soldiers as having been over from the other 
side since last week; one of these we chased into the town. From 
the best information we can get to-day, there is but a small body of 
troops in Fredericksburg. Hampton is said to be at Hamilton’s 
Crossing, but with no very large force. The result of work here 
thus far shows but a small force of the enemy on this side the river, 
hunting principally in couples, sometimes in gangs of six ora dozen, 
skulking about the pines in the day, sometimes at the houses of citi- 
zens at night, and never at the same place two nights in succession. 
Deserters from both armies, sometimes a citizen, and occasional 
scouts make up the material of this force. I learn that a small party 
of the Tenth New York Regiment were fired on by bushwhackers 
this afternoon between this and Morrisville; two of the villains have 
shown themselves in the vicinity of our camp to-day. We have 


hunted these fellows on horseback and on foot, in highways and by- 


ways, by day and by night, and while we hear various reports from 


citizens, our conclusion is that all the bushwhackers and scouts that 


are on this side the river are not worth the powder and shot that it 


is taking to blow them up. It isthrough these people that are draw- 
ing commissary stores that the principal information of importance 
to the enemy is communicated to scouts and through them to the 
people over the river. Quit issuing commissary stores to rebels; let 
the people here seek their supplies from their friends over the river, 
and the enemy’s scouts in the rear of General Meade’s army will bs- 
come comparatively harmless. 


- Respectfully submitted. 
R. F. JUDSON. 
Captain, Commanding Outpost. 


858 OPERATIONS IN N. C. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA, [Cuap. XLV. 


FatrFaAx Court-Houssk, April 13, 1864—9.55 p. m. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TayLor: 

I have the honor to report all quiet in my command during the 
past twenty-four hours. Reports of small parties of rebels having 
been heard from in the neighborhood of Dranesville, dismounted 
scouting party, consisting of 25 men, was sent out this p. m. from 
Vienna to search the country in that vicinity. 

ReO. LY BER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


ANNAPOLIS, Apri 13, 1864—10 a. m. 
(Received 10.50 a. m.) 
Major-General SIGEL, Cumberland, Md. : 

Your dispatch of yesterday is received, and is satisfactory. A 
movement-up the Shenandoah Valley, if necessary to make it, will 
not require much more than an escort for the wagon train. I have 
directed a regiment of heavy artillery to be sent to you from Balti- 
more, which I do not see enters into your calculation of forces. In 
addition to this I may in case of an urgent necessity be able to send 
you, say, four more regiments of infantry from Washington, when 
the time for moving arrives. 

U.S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 13, 1864—2 p. m. 
(Received 3 p. m.) 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Commanding Armies, Annapolis : 
Your dispatch of to-day is received. The arrival of the regiment 
of heavy artillery at Harper’s Ferry was reported to me yesterday. 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 13, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, Webster: 

The general commanding has received your telegrams in regard to 
transportation and the condition of the camping-ground at Webster ; 
also a letter addressed to Major-General Ord, in regard to organiza- 
tion of your division. He directs me to say that he will speak to the 
chief quartermaster, and give him the necessary directions in what 
relates to the transportation you mention, and if you find it better 
for the troops, you may immediately order three or four regiments 
to Grafton or Clarksburg, but they must march there and cannot be 
transported by railroad. This would hardly be worth while for them 
to do under the present circumstances. He also informs you that the 
organization of your division has been ordered by special order, which 
will probably be in your hands now. If you wish this order modi- 
fied, you may express your wishes and it will be done, if advisable. 

By order of Maj. Gen, F. Sigel : 

T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


t 
t 
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CUMBERLAND, April 13, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Webster : 


Until Major-General Ord assumes command please send returns 
and other communications to these headquarters. 
By order of General Sigel : 
T. MELVIN, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 13, 1864. 
Colonel MULLIGAN, 
Commanding New Creek, W. Va. : 

Direct Lieutenant-Colonel Quirk to fall back to Burlington if he 
can, or toward New Creek if he cannot join the forces at Burlington 
at the right time. Order the commander at Burlington to send out 
_ as strong detachments as he can toward Petersburg and Moorefield 
immediately. Report again every information you may be able to 
receive, and send out some of your staff officers toward or to Bur- 
lington and Greenland Gap to obtain correct information. 

Pa lai 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, - 
Cumberland, April 13, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. Max WEBER: ‘ 


Have the One hundred and twenty-third and the One hundred and 
sixteenth Ohio Regiments, stationed from Monocacy to Sleepy Creek, 
relieved by the First and Second Maryland Kastern Shore Regiments. | 
Assemble the Thirty-fourth Massachusetts, the One hundred and 
twenty-third Ohio, the Eighteenth Connecticut, and One hundred 
and sixteenth Ohio on Bolivar Heights. As soon as communication 
is established between Bolivar Heights and Maryland Heights, if the 
regiments of heavy artillery can protect the railroad from Mon- 
ocacy to Sleepy Creek, or from Monocacy to Harper’s Ferry, you may 
order them to do so, and give the Second Regiment, or one of them, 
a change for a few days to organize better, but the Ohio regiments 
must be relieved within the next two days. Colonel Rodgers, com- 
manding the Second Maryland Regiment, is on leave of absence in 

Baltimore ; will return on the 18th. He can assist you very much. 
; F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


HarPer’s Ferry, W. VaA., April 13, 1864. 


Brigadier-General AVERELL, 
Martinsburg, W. Va.: 


There are two companies of cavalry claiming to be under my com- 
mand at the Point of Rocks (which place belongs to my department), 
known as the Independent Virginia Rangers. It seems they are 
acting in accordance with their name, and I therefore sent for the 
provost-marshal of that place to confer with him about them, From 
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him I learn that they belong to your division. Have received orders 
to join you and refuse to obey. Their conduct is such that matters 
cannot longer remain as they are now, but I wish to do nothing 
without your advice and consent. Will you send me your views 
and wishes in the matter by telegraph ? 

MAX WEBER, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


MARTINSBURG, W. Va., April 13, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. MAX WEBER: 

Your dispatch received. The cavalry at Point of Rocks, known 
as Means’ battalion, have been ordered by the department com- 
mander to Parkersburg. As soon as the bridge is repaired at Har- 
per’s Ferry, they will go, I presume, by railroad. I suppose it will 
be my duty to see that they obey the order as it was given through me. 
I shall be obliged if you will take any measures that may be neces- 
sary to restrain any independence of action on the part of the battal- 
ion which is in any way prejudicial to the service, as they are just 


now out of my reach. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 13, 1864. 
(Received Cumberland, 3.35.) 
Maj. Gen, J. STAHEL, 
Chief of Cavalry: 

I have the honor to report that 500 of my men start this morning 
westward via railroad. Means’ battalion cannot come across the 
Potomac now, and owing to the partial destruction of the bridge at 
Harper’s Ferry, measures have been taken to forward it to its desti- 
nation, 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


. MARTINSBURG, W. Va., April 13, 1864. 
Col. J. M. SCHOONMAKER, 
Commanding Second Brigade: 


CoLONEL: The general commanding directs that you proceed with 
415 men of your brigade, mounted and equipped as specified in Spe- 
cial Orders, No. 22, from these headquarters, via railroad, to Clarks- 
burg, W. Va., embarking the horses and men upon the cars at as 
early an hour as practicable to-morrow. Upon arriving at Clarks- 
burg you will have the command unloaded as promptly as possible 
and join the 500 men already at that place, assuming command of the 
whole, and keeping the command in the best possible condition for 
very hard service. Should you receive any orders from any source 
other than these headquarters, you will please report the same at once 
by telegraph. Report your arrival at Clarksburg by telegraph. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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CUMBERLAND, MD., April 13, 1864—11.30 a. m. 


Brigadier-General Crook, 
Charleston, W. Va.: 


The following dispatch is just received from Washington : 


The Eighth Ohio Cavalry is at Columbus, Ohio. By special order from this 
office of the 7th instant it was ordered to be mounted and equipped as rapidly as 
possible, and ordered to Department of West Virginia. 

THOMAS M. VINCENT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


I will telegraph to General Heintzelmau about it. 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monrkok, April 18, 1864. 
(Received 6.25 p. m.) 
Hon. EK. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War: 

I have need of a large guard for provost and other duties at Nor- 
folk. I desire all able-bodied men I have in the field. Can you 
send me a battalion or regiment of the Veteran Reserve or Invalid 
Corps for the purpose of such provost-guard duties ? 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort Monrog, April 13, 1864. 
(Received 6.30 p. m.) 
Hon. E. M. STANTON : 
Special order received requiring the sending of 200 unassigned 
men of the Sixteenth New York Heavy Artillery to the Sixth New 
York Heavy Artillery, Army of the Potomac. Colonel Morrison, 
commanding, reports that when those ordered to be discharged 
become unfit for service and transferred to the Veteran Reserve 
Corps, and those who have voluntarily enlisted to fill up other New 
York regiments in this department are taken from his regiment, 
there will be none left. I can send 443, not a man of whom is fit for 
duty, and never was since they were enlisted in the regiment. I await 
instructions, but we have no unassigned recruits of that regiment. 
BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) WAR DeEpt., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 146. { Washington, April 13, 1864. 
# * * * * * * 

52. Maj. Gen. W. F. Smith, U. S. Volunteers, ordered to report to 
Major-General Butler March 31, 1864, is assigned to duty as of that 
date under the orders of General Butler. 

* * * * * # * 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ES 


sa 
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‘ Fortress Monrog, Va., April 13, 1864. 
(Received 11 p. m.) 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, 
Commanding Armies of the United States : 


I have no objections to General Rucker ; believe him to be a good : 
officer, but for our expedition would prefer General Wilson, a | 
younger man. I have no cavalry officer. It is of the last impor- | 
tance that I have one at once. : 

B. F. BUTLER, | 
Major-General. 


WASHINGTON City, Apri 13, 1864—10.30 p. m. 


Major-General BUTLER, 
Fort Monroe, Va.: 
I can send you Colonel Kautz to command your cavalry division, 
He is a good cavalry officer. Do you want him sent ? 
U. S.. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 14, 1864. 
Brigadier-General RAWLINS, 
Chief of Staff, Culpeper : 

General Wilson having been directed to report to me, I am very 
much embarrassed in his assignment to the Third Cavalry Division 
of the Cavalry Corps, as General Kilpatiick, commanding that divis- 
ion, ranks him. General Kilpatrick is anxious to be transferred to 
the West; is it possible to do so? 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, EXECUTIVE DEPT., 
Wheeling, April 14; 1864. 
Maj. Gen. F. SIGEL, 


Commanding Dept. of West Virginia, Cumberland, Md.: 


Sir: When I met you on the cars a few days since, I said to you 
that I thought I could be prepared in a week to guard the railroad 
from the Maryland line in the mountains west to Parkersburg for 
the time you desired, viz, not exceeding a month. It was my inten- 
tion to send out my adjutant-general to organize the companies for 
the purposes mentioned, but on my return here I found that his 
business was such as imperatively demands his attention here for 
the present, so that I will not be able to organize the railroad guard 
as soon as contemplated. 1 will make an effort as soon as possible 
and inform you. 


Very respectfully, 
A. lL. BOREMAN. 
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_ GENERAL ORDERS, Hogrs. Dept. oF WrEsT VéRGINIA, 
No. 16. Cumberland, Md., April 14, 1864. 


I. Officers and soldiers serving in this department, and civilians 
within its limits, corresponding with newspapers, magazines, or other 
publications, are strictly prohibited from communicating any infor- 
mation relative to the position, number, movements, and operations 
of the troops which can be of advantage to the enemy. 

The general commanding cannot understand how any officer or 
soldier or any loyal civilian can be so inconsiderate as to unveil 
that secrecy upon which our success so largely depends. Sufficient 
material for interesting correspondence can be found in the details 
of skirmishes, engagements, and battles, without exposing that 
which the enemy most desires to learn. 

When the number, the position, or the movements of either large 
or small bodies of troops become generally known there is great, 
danger of disastrous consequences ensuing to the army and the coun- 
try, and hence any one, whether in military or civil life, making 
public such information affords the most effectual aid to the enemy, 
and deserves to be treated as disloyal. . 

Officers and soldiers giving such information, either in conversa- 
tion or in correspondence, will be immediately placed in arrest and 
tried by court-martial. Civilians within the limits of the depart- 
ment who furnish such unlawful information, as well as those who 
publish it, will be regarded as enemies to the Government, and will 
be arrested by the military authorities and tried by a military com- 
‘mission. 

Commanding officers are directed to exclude from further circula- 
tion in their commands newspapers or other publications which 
shall, after the promulgation of this order, contain any statement 
herein prohibited. 

II. No orders, general or special, relating to the organization, the 
movements, or the position of troops will be printed by command- 
ing officers within this department unless under instructions or 
authority received from these headquarters. In ordinary cases the 
number of copies actually necessary will be made in’ writing and 
promulgated. Care should be exercised regarding the distribution 
and safe-keeping of all important orders and other official docu- 
ments. 

By order of Major-General Sigel : 

THAYER MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


APRIL 14, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. STAHEL, 
Chief of Cavalry : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report of men, 
horses, arms, and equipments left behind after the departure of a 
detail of 1,972 mounted men. This is made from the data obtained 
from an actual enumeration by inspection officers yesterday. The 
number of men left will be increased by 457 if only 1,515 men are 
taken, 
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Very respectfully, WM. W AVERELL 
Brigadier-General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 14, 1864. 
(Received 5.30 p. m.) 
Major-General STAHEL : 
Is it desired that Ewing’s battery shall be sent westward ? Please 
answer at once; also which road is better for artillery, from Clark-- 


burg or from Webster. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier- General. 
[First indorsement. ] 


Hpqgrs. CAVALRY, DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., April 14, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded to Major-General Sigel for the informa- 
tion within asked for. 
JUL. STAHEL, 


Major-General. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., April 14, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to Major-General Stahel, with information 
that it was originally intended to send Captain Ewing’s battery west- 
ward, but this has been changed so as to allow Captain Keeper’s bat- 
tery to accompany the expedition, especially as he is fully equipped. 
Captain Ewing’s battery will therefore remain for the present in the 
eastern end of the department. 
By order of Major-General Sigel : 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 14, 1864—2.25 p. m. 
Major-General BURNSIDE, 
Annapolis, Md. : 

I find the great majority of troops being drawn from the Northern 
States, by the system of inspection established, are men who belong 
to different regiments already in the field. The number therefore 
to be attached to your corps will be less than I calculated. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


— 


Cuap. XLV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 865 
SPECIAL ORDERS, |} Hpgrs. ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
No. 11. f Culpeper Court-House, Va., April 14, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. Hiram Burnham, U. 8. Volunteers, is hereby relieved 
from duty in the Army of the Potomac, and will report in person, 
without delay, to Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler, commanding Department 
of Virginia and North Carolina, for orders. 
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant : 
T. 8. BOWERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 14, 1864—1 p. m. 
Major-General Butter, Hort Monroe: 

Lieutenant-General Grant directs that about one-half of the rail- 
road iron at Norfolk be removed to Alexandria. It is reported that 
there is enough at Norfolk to lay about 26 miles of track. The Quar- 
termaster’s Department will send for it as it is wanted. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


FortrRESS Monrog, V4., 
Apru 14, 1864—9.30 p. im. (Received 10.20 p. m.) 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT: 
Colonel Kautz is a most excellent officer, but all my cavalry 
colonels rank him. No officer ordered here has as yet reported. 
B. &. BUTLER; 
Major-General. 


Hpgrs. 18TH ARMY Corps, DEPT. or VA. AND N. C., 
Fort Monroe, April 14, 1864. 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. Grant, Commanding U. S. Armies: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose official copies of the corre- 
spondence between General Pickett, commanding Confederate forces, 
District of North Carolina, and General Peck, commanding U. S$. 
forces in said district, relative to the execution of certain prisoners 
belonging to the Second North Carolina Regiment. Many of these 
men were conscripted by the rebels. All of them were citizens of 
the United States, who owed their allegiance to our Government ; 
if misguided, they forfeited their allegiance, repented, and returned 
to it again. They have only done their duty, and, in my judgment, 
are to be protected in so doing. Ido not recognize any right in the 
rebels to execute a United States soldier because either by force or 
fraud, or by voluntary enlistment even, he has been once brought 
into their ranks and has escaped therefrom. I suppose all the rights 
they can claim as belligerents is to execute one of the deserters from 
their army while he holds simply the character of a deserter during 
the time he has renounced his allegiance, and before he has again 
claimed that protection and it has been accorded to him. There- 
fore by no law of nations and by no belligerent rights have the 
rebels any power over him other than to treat him as a prisoner of 
war if captured. . 
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I would suggest that the Confederate authorities be called upon to 
say whether they adopt this act, and that upon their answer such 
action may be taken as will sustain the dignity of the Government, 
and give a promise to afford protection to its citizens. } 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, : 
BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA 
= 3 
New Berne, N. C., February 11, 1864. 


Major-General PICKETT, 
Dept. of Va. and N. C., Confederate Army, Petersburg: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose a shp cut from the Rich- | 
mond Examiner of February 8, 1864. It is styled ‘‘The advance | 
on New Berne,” and appears to have been extracted from the Peters- 
burg Register, a papér published in the city where your headquar- 
ters are located. | 

Your attention is particularly invited to that paragraph which | 
states ‘‘that Colonel Shaw was shot dead by a negro soldier from — 
the other side of the river which he was spanning with a pontoon 
bridge, and that the negro was watched and followed, taken, and 
hanged after the action at Thomasville.” 


THE ADVANCE ON NEW BERNE. 


The Petersburg Register gives the following additional particulars of the advance 
on New Berne. Our army, according to the report of passengers arriving from 
Weldon, has fallen back to a point 16 miles west of New Berne. 

The reason assigned for this retrograde movement was that New Berne could not 
be taken by us without a loss on our part which would find no equivalent in its 
capture, as the place was stronger thaa we anticipated. Yet in spite of all this, we 
are sure the expedition will result in good to our cause. Our forces are now in a 
situation to get large supplies from a country still abundant; to prevent raids on 
points westward, and keep tories in check and hang them when caught. 

From a private, who was one of the guard that brought the batch of prisoners 
through, we learn that Colonel Shaw was shot dead by a negro soldier from the 
other side of the river which he was spanning with a pontoon bridge. The negro 
was watched, followed, taken, and hanged after the action at Thomasville. It is 
stated that when our troops entered Thomasville a number of the enemy took 
shelter in the houses and fired upon them. The Yankees were ordered to surrender 
but refused, whereupon our men set fire to the houses, and their occupants got 
bodily a taste in this world of the flames eternal. 


The Government of the United States has wisely seen fit to enlist 
many thousand colored soldiers to aid in putting down the revolu- 
tion, and has placed them on the same footing in all respects to her 
white troops. The orders of the President on that subject are so 
just, full, and clear, that 1 inclose a copy for your information : 


GENERAL ORDERS, } WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 252. j Washington, July 31, 1863. 
The following order of the President is published for the informationjand goy- 
ernment of all concerned : ” 
he “EXECUTIVE MaNsION, 
Washington, D. C., July 30, 1863. 
“Tt is the duty of every government to give protection to its citizens of whatever 
class, color, or condition, and especially to those who are duly organized as soldiers 
in the public service. The law of nations and the usages and customs of war as 


Y 
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carried on by civilized powers permit no distinction as to color in the treatment of 
prisoners of war as public enemies. To sell or enslave any captured person on 
account of his color, and for no offense against the laws of war, is a relapse into 
_ barbarism and a crime against the civilization of the age. 

‘*The Government of the United States will give the same protection to all its sol- 
diers; and if the enemy shall sell or enslave any one because of his color, the 
offense shall be punished by retaliation upon the enemy’s prisoners in our posses- 
sion, e 

“Tt is therefore ordered, that for every soldier of the United States killed in vio- 
lation of the laws of war a rebel soldier shall be executed; and for every one 
enslaved by the enemy, or sold into slavery, a rebel soldier shall be placed at hard 
labor on the public works and continued at such labor until the other shall be 
released and receive the treatment due to a prisoner of war. \ 

“ABRAHAM LINCOLN.” 


EK. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


By order of the Secretary of War: 


Believing that this atrocity has been perpetrated without your 
knowledge, and that you will take prompt steps to disavow this vio- 
lation of the usages of war and to bring the offenders to justice, I 
shall refrain from executing a rebel soldier until I learn your action 
in the premises. 

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


{Inclosure No. 2.] 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NortTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., February 13, 1864. 
Major-General PICKETT, 
Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina, Confederate Army: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose a list of 53 soldiers of the 
U.S. Government who are supposed to have fallen into your hands 
on your late hasty retreat from before New Berne. They are loyal 
and true North Carolinians and duly enlisted in the Second North 
Carolina Infantry. I ask for them the same treatment in all respects 
as you will mete out to other prisoners of war. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
: JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


{Inclosure No. 3.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
Petersburg, Va., February 16, 1864. 
. Maj. Gen. Joun J. Peck, U. 8. Army, 
Commanding at New Berne: 

GENERAL: Your communication of the 11th of February is re- 
ceived. I have the honor to state in reply that the paragraph from 
a newspaper inclosed therein is not only without foundation in fact 
but so ridiculous that I should scarcely have supposed it worthy of 
consideration ; but I would respectfully inform you that had I caught 
any negro who had killed officer, soldier, or citizen of the Confed- 
erate States I should have caused him to be immediately executed. 

To your threat expressed in the following extract from your com- 
munication, viz: ‘‘ Believing that this atrocity has been perpetrated 
without your knowledge, and that you will take prompt steps to dis- 
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avow this violation of the usages of war and to bring the offenders to 


justice, 1; hall refrain from executing a rebel soldier until I learn your _ 


action in the premises,” I have merely to say that I have in my hands 
and subject to my orders, captured in the recent operations in_ this 
department, some 450 officers and men of the U. 8. Army, and for 
every man you hang I will hang 10 of the U. 8. Army. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. E. PICKETT, 
Major-General, Convmanding. 


{Inclosure No. 4.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
Petersburg, Va., February 17, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN J. PECK, 
Commanding U. S. Forces, New Berne, N. C.: 

GENERAL: Your communication of the 13th instant is at hand. 
I have the honor to state in reply that you have made a slight mis- 
take in regard to numbers, 325 having ‘‘ fallen into your (our) hands 
in your (our) late hasty retreat from before New Berne,” instead of 
the list of 58 with which you have so kindly furnished me, and which 
will enable me to bring to justice many who have up to this time 


Fe le ee ON 


escaped their just deserts. I herewith return you the names of those ~ 


who have been tried and convicted by court-martial for desertion 
from the Confederate service and taken with arms in hand, “‘duly 
enlisted in the Second North Carolina Infantry, U.S. Army.” They 
have been duly executed according to law and the custom of war. 

Your letter and list will, of course, prevent any mercy being 
shown any of the remaining number, should proper and just proot 
be brought of their having deserted the Conterdeieein many of 
these men pleading in extenuation that they have been forced into 
the ranks of the Federal Government. 

Extending to you my thanks for your opportune list, 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Gu PICK Tr 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Sub-inclosure.] 


List of prisoners captured before New Berne and executed at Kin- 
ston, N. C., as deserters from the Confederate Army : David.Jones, 
J. L. Haskett, John L. Stanly, Lewis Bryan. Mitchell Busick, Will- 
iam, Irving, Amos Armyette, John J. Beck, William Haddick, Jesse 
Summerlin, Andrew J. Britteau, William Jones, Lewis Freeman, 
Calvin Hoffman, Stephen Jones, Joseph Biock, Lewis Taylor, Charles 
Cuthrell, William H. Daughtry, John Freeman, Elijah Kellum 
William J. Hill. ; 


[Inclosure No. 5.] 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NortH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., February 20, 1864. 
Major-General PickErt, 
Confederate Army, Petersburg : 
GENERAL: Soon after your retreat from New Berne I had the 
honor to address you respecting 53 loyal North Carolinians who had 
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fallen into your hands; they having been duly enlisted into the Sec- 
ond North Carolina Regiment, I asked for them the treatment of 
_ prisoners of war. 

Your attention is called to the inclosed slip, cut from the Fayette- 
ville Observer of February 8, 1864, setting forth that some of the 
prisoners taken near New Berne have been executed, which I hope 
will prove to be unfounded : 


TRAITORS EXECUTED. 


Among the prisoners captured by our forces near New Berne were several desert- 
ers from our army. We learn by an officer just from the spot that two of these 
have already been executed and others are undergoing trial. 

Having reported this matter to higher authority, Iam instructed 
to notify you that if the members of the North Carolina regiment 
who have been captured are not treated as prisoners of war the 
strictest retaliation will be enforced. Two colonels, 2 lieutenant- 
colonels, 2 majors, and 2 captains are held at Fort Monroe as hostages 
for their safety. These officers have not been placed in close custody 
because the authorities do not believe that any harm is intended by 
you to the members of the Second North Carolina Regiment. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


{Inclosure No. 6.] 


Hpqgrs. ARMY AND District OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., February 27, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. GEORGE E. PICKETT, 

Department of North Carolina, Confederate Army : 

GENERAL: February 13 I had the honor to address you in respect 
to 53 North Carolinians who had fallen into your hands in your late 
operations about New Berne. As they were truly loyal men who 
had duly enlisted in the U. 8. Army, I requested the same treatment 
of them as should be meted out to other prisoners of war. No allu- 
sion was made to the question of your right to place these men upon 
any other footing or to the matter of retaliation. 

In your reply of the 17th you inclosed a list of 22 who have been 
executed at Kinston, and express the determination to punish the 
balance if proof is found of their desertion from your service. 

_ These men, in common with more than half of the population of 
the State, were ever loyal to the United States and opposed secession 
until put down by arbitrary power. A merciless conscription drove 

‘them into the service, and for a timecompelled the suspense of their 
real sentiments but was powerless to destroy their love for the Fed- 
eral Union. Withtens of thousands they seized the first opportunity 

to rush within my lines and resume their former allegiance. Ha 
these men been traitors to the United States at the outburst of the 
rebellion their claims upon it for protection and sympathy under 
the circumstances would not have been strong, but in view of their 
unswerving and unflagging loyalty I cannot doubt that the Govern- 
ment will take immediate steps to redress these outrages upon 
humanity and to correct such gross violations of usages of civilized 
warfare. In any event my duty has been performed, and the blood 
of these unfortunates will rest upon you and your associates. 
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In your communication of the 16th you threaten to execute 10 of 
the officers and soldiers of the U. 8S. Army for every one of your men, 
prisoners in my hands, which I shall execute under the orders of the 
President of the United States, which I inclosed for your information. 
This announcement, taken in connection with the execution of the 
North Carolinians and similar proceedings elsewhere, evinces a most 
extraordinary thirst for life ne blood on the part of the Confederate 
authorities. Such violent and revengeful acts, resorted to as a show 
of strength, are the best evidences of the weak and crumbling con- 
dition of the Confederacy. 

This wicked rebellion has now attained that desperate state which 
history shows is always the shortest of revolutionary stages. The 
friends of the Union everywhere truly interpret these signs of mad- 
ness and recklessness, and are now making one grand rally for the 
utter overthrow and final extinction of all treason. ; 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 14, 1864. 
Maj. R. S. Davis, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, Va.: 


Masor: In accordance with instructions from the commanding 
general of the department, [ have the honor to submit the following 
report upon the condition of the recruiting service in North Carolina 
for both white and colored troops: 

It appears from the reports of the several sub-district commanders 
that there are recruiting stations in this district for the following 
regiments and partial organizations, each keeping up several rendez- 
vous in New Berne, Washington, Plymouth, Beaufort, and More- 
head City: Second North Carolina Union Volunteers (white) ; First 
North Carolina Union Volunteers (white) ; regiment of colored in- 
fantry, which Lieut. Col. George W. Tew. Fifth Rhode Island Ar- 
tillery, has authority to raise; battalion of heavy artillery (colored) 
which Maj. T. Ci Jameson, Fifth Rhode Island Artillery, has aul 
thority to raise ; First North Carolina Cavalry (white), which Capt. 
Andrew Stewart, assistant adjutant-general, U. S. Volunteers, has 
authority to raise ; Second U. 8. Colored Cavalry; Third U. S. Col: 
ored Cavalry; Tenth U. 8. Colored Infantry ; Thirty-seventh U. 8. 
Colored Infantry; Thirty-eighth U. S. Colored Infantry. 

Each of these organizations has sent a number of officers and 
men to conduct the recruiting operations in this district. Many of 
them are here without proper authority, and there seems to be a great 
lack of organization and unity of action. 

Some of the officers engaged have done well, and proved them- 
selves ery energetic and efficient, while others have evinced no very 
remarkable traits except utter incapacity and general uselessness 
both as regards recruiting and care of troops. As a general thing, 
too large detachments are sent upon this duty. The result is that 
they become mere idlers, with no other object in view than to draw 
pay and consume rations.. Some of these officers, zealous without 

nowledge, perhaps, seem to labor to enlist all the men they can pos- 
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sibly persuade, without the slightest regard to their capacity, either 
mental or physical, while others labor to labor as little as possible. 

The great difficulty appears to me to be the lack of system and 
direct responsibilty. Could some means be devised by which these 
officers could be properly instructed in their duties and a careful 
watch. set upon their actions, that the inefficient might be weeded 
out from the worthy, the interests of the service would be greatly 
advanced. As it now is they seem to be responsible to no one in 
particular; public property is drawn and not accounted for; valua- 
ble time is consumed to no great purpose, and disorder reigns. 

There are some points that demand special attention, and one is, 
virtual impressment and fraudulent enlistment. It has been reported 
that some officers, availing themselves of the limited knowledge of 
some of the North Carolinians, have so worked upon their fears by 
threats of deeds of violence, which they had not the power to execute, 
as to compel men to enlist who preferred not to. In other cases (and 
it is especially true in the enlistments for the colored cavalry) mere 
boys, children, some of them weak, puny, scrofulous, have been 
enlisted, passed by the surgeon, and mustered in by the mustering 
officer. And again, old men, eaten by disease or utterly incapaci- 
tated by old age and general infirmity, have been enlisted, fed, and 
clothed until rejected by the surgeon or mustering officer or passed 
and accepted into the service as able-bodied soldiers. 

Numerous instances have occurred of interference with the regu- 
larly employed ‘‘ mechanics and skilled laborers” of the quarter- 
master’s department, thereby causing serious inconvenience to that 
department. Officers, soldiers, and in one case a white employé of 
the department referred to, have tampered with these men, and by 
extravagant promises induced them to leave the sphere in which 
their services were so much needed to enlist in colored regiments. 

Another inconvenience experienced is that of providing these 
recruits with clothing. The supply on hand in North Carolina is 
only provided for the regular force here, and this heavy draft upon 
it not only deranges the provisions made for proper supply of this 
army, but also throws personal responsibility upon the officers who 
order the issues. J am convinced that some of the clothing drawn 
is lost to the service, from the fact that the moment a recruiting 
officer finds a colored man who will consent, to enlist, he immediately 
puts upon him the uniform of the army before the man has been 
examined by the surgeon. If rejected, this man with his soiled 
clothing is permitted to depart, and the suit is lost, and, as previ- 
ously stated, as many of these officers make no returns of the public 
property intrusted to them, the consequence is the responsibility 
reverts upon the officer who took the responsibility for the benefit 
- of the service of placing this property in the recruiting officer’s 
hands. 

I inclose herewith reports* from the several sub-district com- 
manders of North Carolina, showing the state of things more in 
detail. 

Iam, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


i 


* Not found. 
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| 
| APRIL 14, 1864—9 p. m. | 
Colonel CLAASSEN, 
Commanding Outposts : | 
General Peck has information which induces him to believe that | 
an attack on Plymouth may be expected hourly, and that this will : 
be accompanied by a demonstration on New Berne. I know that it 
is only necessary to say this to you to keep you all on the alert in | 
your command. 
I. N. PALMER, | 
Brigadier-General. | 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Apru 15, 1864. 
Brigadier-General WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
General Wilson has not yet been placed on duty, and no change 
has occurred. I will notify you when it occurs. 
PEO Fa hl DANG 
Major-General. 


; CULPEPER, VA., April 15, 1864. 
General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 

General Grant has not returned ; will be back this p.m. General 
Rawlins says no doubt he will make the order we wish. Suppose 
you make my order and send it over. 

Sionp dn VOLILO) Nis 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


Hpgrs. SEcoND BricapDk&, First CAVALRY DIVISION, 
April 15, 1864. 
Capt. C. McCLELLAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division: 

CAPTAIN : I have the honor to report that in furtherance of in- 
structions received from the division headquarters I ordered Major 
Anderson, Seventeenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, with a detachment of 
200 men from this brigade, to proceed toward Castleton Mountain, 
and, dividing his force before crossing Hazel River, to surround the 
mountain by the roads which skirt its base and endeavor to capture 
a detachment of rebel cavalry said to be stationed there. I at the 
same time ordered Lieutenant Cating, of my staff, to proceed with 
100 men of the Eighth New York (of First Brigade) to Lebanon 
Church, on the Sperryville pike, near Woodville, thence by a road 
bearing north and east toward Castleton Mountain, and then en- 
deavor to effect a junction with the column under Major Anderson. 
It was expected that Lieutenant Cating’s party would intercept any 
of the enemy who might be retiring before Major Anderson’s ad- 
vance. This party succeeded in capturing 1 private of Sixth Vir- 
ginia and 1 of Forty-ninth Virginia and 2 horses, besides arresting a 
citizen under suspicious circumstances. The several detachments 
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left camp at about 1 o’clock on the morning of the 14thinstant. Their 


_ dispositions were so well made and the movements so well timed 


that all three of the parties met at the foot of the mountain at day- 
light, although coming from opposite directions. Major Anderson 
ascended the mountain without finding any enemy. He afterward 
went to Woodville, returning by the Sperryville pike. The party of 
Highth New York returned by the Mud pike. It will be seen by the 
foregoing details that the country was thoroughly scoured, and had 
any party of the enemy been in the neighborhood they could not 
have escaped observation. I have the honor to inclose report* of 
Major Anderson. I would also state, in addition, that Major An- | 
derson reports that the country in vicinity of Culpeper cannot be ob- 
served from Castleton Mountain. The most extended view from 
that point is to the west and north of west. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. THOMAS C. DEVIN, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Hpqgrs. SECOND BRIGADE, First CAVALRY DIVISION, 
April 15, 1864. 
Capt. CARSWELL MCCLELLAN, ea 
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division: 


Captain: I would respectfully report, for the information of the 
general commanding, some additional information obtained during 
the late reconnaissance by Major Anderson: 

It was currently reported in the neighborhood of Woodville, and 
also at Castleton Mountain, that Dunkin’s troop was ordered to ren- 
dezvous at Criglersville on yesterday, and that he passed through 
Woodville on the 14th for that purpose. It was also reported that 
all conscripts in that section were to rendezvous at Criglersville. In 
addition, Major Anderson found a notice posted on a blacksmith 
shop directing all conscripts to rendezvous at Criglersville on yes- 
terday, 14th instant. If a demonstration were made oun the left to 
and beyond James City, I think I could send 200 men to Criglersville 
with a reasonable prospect of effecting something. The distance is 
25 miles, and a party leaving here at dark could make it by daylight. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THOMAS C. DEVIN, | 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 15, 1864—5 p. m. 
Capt. N. B. SWEITZER, 3 
First U.S. Cavalry: 
The squadron of the First Cavalry here will rejoin the regiment 
as soon as relieved by a squadron of the First Massachusetts Cav- 


alry, now daily expected. Hope you are well again. 
: ‘ S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Not found. 
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FatrRFAX Court-Houss#, Apri 15, 1864. 
Lieut,.Col. J. A TAYLOR: 


I have the honor to report all quiet during the past twenty-four 


hours. The scouting party sent out under the command of Major 
Forbes returned at noon to-day, bringing with them 1 corporal and 
5 privates prisoners, of Mosby’s battalion. They belonged to the 
party which,came down with Mosby last night and whose intention 
was undoubtedly to destroy bridges, from. the fact that one of the 
party taken had a canteen of turpentine on _his person. 
A. H. GRIMSHAW, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


é CULPEPER CouRT-HovusgE, VA., April 15, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. F. SIGEL, 
Commanding Department of West Virginia: 


a 
rf 
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IT send with this Lieutenant-Colonel Babcock, of my staff, to con- 


sult with you in person in reference to the preparations for the ap- 
proaching campaign. JI will state that the instructions which I com- 
municated to you were based upon such information as is given by 
the maps, and as could be obtained by inquiries from those who had 
previously been over the country. 

The point to be attained was marked in my instructions; that is, 
in the spring campaign it is desirable to bring into the field all the 
troops possible. 

From the extended line you have to guard no troops can be taken 
from you except to act directly from your line toward the enemy. 
In this way you must occupy the attention of a large force, and 
thereby hold them from re-enforcing elsewhere, or must inflict a 
blow upon the enemy’s resources, which will materially aid us. This 
being the object, it 1s not necessary that the exact line marked out 
by me should be followed. It was selected with the view of keep- 
ing your present line covered. If this can be equally well done by 
starting from Gauley Bridge, I have no objections to that route. 

The concentration preparatory to starting should go forward with 
all expedition, so that the two columns sent by you can be started 
by the 23d instant, if called on to do so. I will give the signal from 
here for starting from Beverly or Gauley, as the case may be. It is 
now pretty certain that the enemy, suspecting a move up the Shen- 
andoah Valley, have established a considerable force at Staunton to 


meet you. This may be, however, a cover for a formidable move- - 


ment of the enemy by that route northward. This you will want to 
watch closely, and report any information you may obtain. 

Confer freely with Colonel Babcock, and whilst he remains with 
you let us settle unalterably the line to be pursued by your forces. 
Of course I do not intend you to understand that Colonel Babcock 
will give you orders in this matter; but by a personal interview the 
best thing to do can be arrived at, and by telegraphing to me it can 
be adopted. 


US SaGRANT: 
Lieutenant-General. 
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. CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 15, 1864—10 p.m. _, 
(Received 11.15 p. m.) 

/- ADJUTANT-GENERAL U. 8. ARMY, 

‘ Washington : 

No news of special importance from our lines, except that small 
bodies of cavalry and guerrillas of the enemy are very active between 
Cumberland and Martinsburg. Several attempts were made to get 
‘at the railroad, but the parties were repulsed. Two thousand cav- 
alry of General Averell’s division are on the move from Martins- 
burg to Webster and Clarksburg. It will take them three or four 


ba days on the road. 
FRANZ SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 15, 1864. 


Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Webster : 

I have received your different dispatches and letters of the 14th, 
and am satisfied with your arrangements. There must have been 
great confusion occasioned by the fact that the whole movement? to 
Beverly had to be interrupted and stopped when it had already com- 
menced. The Eleventh Virginia was ordered by me to concentrate 
at Beverly, which order was not revoked, but I am satisfied with 
your order in regard to it, because the regiment forms part of your 
division now, and has to execute your orders. When the troops of 
Colonel Thoburn arrived at Webster, I directed him to send one regi- 
ment to Beverly to repair the road, and he telegraphed to me that he 
had sent the Twelfth. I also ordered you to send four companies 
to Weston and four to Philippi, which you say was done. Now you 
wish to send the Third and Fourth Pennsylvania Regiments to 
B[everly] to repair the roads. This may be done, as you may be 
aware by the telegram of Captain Melvin. I, however, would like 
not to have too many troopsat Beverly, because they would eat up 
our provisions, and their march, especially if they have wagons, will 
injure the roads at this moment, when they are so very muddy. 
Could not the same thing be done by a smaller force ? You may act 
as you think best. , 

I have ordered the chief commissary and quartermaster to stop 
and keep back all the trains at Clarksburg and Webster until further 

orders. ,General Averell is directed to send part of his force to 
Webster. You may order a detail for the purpose you mention. 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


ooo 


CUMBERLAND, April 15, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, 
Webster, W. Va.: 
Your proposal to start the Third and Fourth Pennsylvania, Reserve 
Corps, to Beverly, repairing the road as they go, is approved, and 
you will carry your proposition into effect. 


By order of Major-General Sigel : 
. PYiGoBEaR, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


~ 


876 OPERATIONS IN N. ©., VA, W. VA. MD., AND PA, [Cxar. XLV. 


CUMBERLAND, April 15, 1864—7.40 p. m. 
Captain Rumsgy, Assistant Adjutant-General: 
You can take with you, as you desired in your last letter, 1,972 
men. 
Respectfully, 
J. STAHEL, 
General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 15, 1864. 
(Received 9.10 a. m.) 
Maj. Gen. J. STAHEL, Chief of Cavalry: 

I have the honor to report the stations of the following regiments 
and detachments : : 

Twenty-eighth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Beverly; Tenth West 
Virginia Volunteer Infantry, Beverly ; Keeper’s battery, Beverly ; 
Twenty-first New York Cavalry, Martinsburg; First New York 
Veteran Cavalry, Martinsburg; First New York (Lincoln) Cavalry, 
Martinsburg ; detachment Sixth Michigan Cavalry, Kearneysville ; 
Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry, veteran furlough; detachment 
Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry, Pleasant Valley; First Maryland 
Cavalry, Potomac Home Brigade, veteran furlough; * Fourteenth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, Martinsburg ; First West Virginia Veteran 
Cavalry, Martinsburg; Means’ battalion Virginia Rangers, Point, 
of Rocks; Third Independent Company Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, 
Cumberland ; Company C, Bivisaath Illinois Cavalry, Cumberland ; 
four companies Third Virginia Cavalry, Buckhannon ; Sixth West 
Virginia Cavalry, Martinsburg; Seventh West Virginia Cavalry, 
veteran furlough; detachment Seventh West Virginia Cavalry, 
Martinsburg; Horse Battery G, First West Virginia Artillery, Mar- 
tinsburg. Four hundred and fifteen men of the Second Brigade 
moved west to-day by rail. Detachment of Seventh West Virginia 
~ Cavalry embarked by rail yesterday. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


CHARLESTON, W. VaA., April 15, 1864. 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. Grant, Culpeper: 
I just learn that the Kighth Ohio Cavalry is not yet mounted or 
equipped, and that it will be sent to West Virginia to be mounted. 


If such is the case it will not be ready for service for one month yet. 


Will you have it mounted and equipped in Ohio? It is now in 
Camp Dennison. I fear I will not get near the number of mounted 
force you intended I should have. No re-enforcements have reached 


me yet. 
GEORGE CROOK, 
Brigadier-General. 


Fort Monrog, Va., April 15, 1864. 
(Received 12.04 p. m.) 
Hon. EK. M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 
The Swann transport steamer is reported to me as having arrived 
at Morehead City in a sinking condition, bound for New Orleans 
having on board the Twenty-fifth U. 8. Colored Troops, Colonel 


/ 
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Scroggs. General Peck has no transportation in North Carolina, 
neither have we any here that can be spared. There are 376 men. 
As Providence has given us the regiment, perhaps it might as well 


stay. 
BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CULPEPER, VA., April 15, 1864—8.30 p. m. 
(Received 9 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Haueck, Chief of Staff: . 
Please ask the Secretary of War to give Colonel Kautz certificate 
of appointment as brigadier-general, and order him to report to 
Major-General Butler to command his cavalry. 
U.S. GRANT; 
Lieutenant-General. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND DIstRIcT oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 15, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Comdg. Sub-district of the Albemarle, Plymouth, N. C.: 

GENERAL: Yours of the 13th, at 5 p. m., was received late last 
evening. A copy wasat once sent to Major-General Butler, who has 
ordered the Third New York Cavalry and two more batteries away 
from North Carolina. 

As you know we are under “‘ bare poles” everywhere in this com- 
mand. Your request for troops is just about the whole number of 
General Palmer’s force. I at once wrote to Commander Davenport 
suggesting the sending of the Tacony, which is worth all the other 
gun-boats here. Her departure will leave us in poor shape so far as 
the navy is concerned. If she goes, you will be impregnable. If 
attacked you must, hold on and fight the rebels, giving me informa- 
tion, and I will help you all I can. 

This is the time, in April, for rebel demonstrations in North Caro- 
lina, just in advance of the opening campaign in Virginia. Have 
they as many available troops in North Carolina as in April of 1862, 
when Longstreet made feints in order to deceive me and take my 
forces at Suffolk? Would not heavy detachments now endanger the 
operations of Lee? Under all the circumstances [ think their spring 
demonstrations will be light. Keep me advised of everything that 
occurs, so that I may act at the earliest moment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


Hpars. ARMY AND District OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 16, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 
OComdg. Dept. of Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, Va. : 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose a copy of a letter just 
received from Brigadier-General Harland, of the date of the 15th, 
respecting the designs of the enemy in North Carolina. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General, 
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HEADQUARTERS SUB-DISTRICT OF THE PAMLICO, 
Washington, N. C., April 15, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN J. PECK, ; 
Commanding Army and District of North Carolina: 
GENERAL : Reports continue to come in in regard to the immediate 
attack on New Berne and Plymouth. These reports are mostly 
brought in by negroes, and are all very indefinite ; still I think it is 
the intention of the rebels to make the attack soon, and they are said 
to be sanguine of success. About 15 or 20 of Kennedy’s men came 
down near our outposts, on the south side of the river, Wednesday 
evening. I sent out a small force in hopes of capturing them, but 
they succeeded in escaping. Our men gave them one volley, with 
what effect could not be ascertained. There were no casualties on 
our side. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
EDWARD HARLAND, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, April 16, 1864. 
[General HALLECK :] 

DEAR GENERAL: The very bad weather we have has delayed the 
iron-clads. Last night the gun-boat towing the Onondaga was blown 
up, | fear by the coal shells prepared at Richmond and sent North. 
If the time is pressing please let me know, so that they be sent off 
without regard to weather. 

Very truly, 
GV. POX 


[Note in pencil by General Halleck:] I do not think the time so 
pressing as to require extra risks. 


WASHINGTON, April 16, 1864—11 a; m. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va. : 


General Hunter ordered as directed.* Dispatch from General 
Banks, dated 2d instant, at Alexandria, says Admiral Porter went 
up Red River that day, the gun-boats having been detained at the 
rapids by low water. Hopes toreach Shreveport by the 10th. Sigel 
says General Averell, with 2,000 cavalry, is moving from Martins- 
burg to Webster and Clarksburg. Two regiments of Gillmore’s 
command have reached Fort Monroe, viz, Fourth New Hampshire 
and Eighth Maine. General Butler has asked for two more batteries 
which will be ordered him to-day. I will send you copy of General 
Banks’ letter. 

H.W: HALRLECK 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


* On special service to Department of the Gulf, 
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(Received 11.50 a. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H: -W. HALuLeEck, 
Chief of Staff: 

Order all troops that can be spared from the defenses of Washing- 
ton, either from new troops arriving or from those already there, 
to report to General Burnside for assignment to brigades. General 
Augur mentioned to me the arrival of a regiment of heavy artillery, 
2,900 strong, which he could make such disposition of as to give 
General Burnside a considerable force of infantry. 

S U. S. GRANT, 
Lrieutenant-General. 


WASHINGTON, April 16, 1864—12.50 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va.: 

Colonel Kautz will be sent to General Butler, if you deem him more 
useful there than here in charge of the Cavalry Bureau. Thereisno 
competent person here to take his place, and the difficulty of getting 
horses is daily increasing. Could you not employ General Pope to. 
advantage on the Mississippi River? He is anxious for active em- 
ployment. There is a regiment of heavy artillery in Baltimore, 
drilled as infantry, 1,500 strong, which could be sent to the field, if 
you think it can be spared from General Wallace’s command. His 
last returns give his effective force 6,700. Since then 1,200 have been 


sent to Harper’s Ferry. 
H. We HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


WASHINGTON, April 16, 1864—3.30 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va. : 
Only four companies of the Eighth Illinois Cavalry are mounted. 
No Twenty-seventh New York at cavalry depot. The Twenty-sec- 
ond New York is there, but not mounted, the Army of the Potomac 
taking every horse as fast aswe getone. The fractionof the Eighth 
Illinois mounted is the only cavalry for picket and scout duty, and 
the only one acquainted with the country. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, | 
Culpeper, Va., April 16, 1864—6 p.m. (Rec’d 10.30 p. m.) 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEckK, 
Chief of Staff: 

General Butler is absolutely without a cavalry commander, and I 
can think of no one available equal to Kautz. Cannot General J. , 
W. Davidson, or some officer of less rank, now that the duties of the 
Cavalry Bureau have been changed, do the duties as well? I think 
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Washburn, whilst he could not command an army as well, would 
fill the place at Memphis better than General Pope. He is full of 
energy and will follow instructions. I think probably the heavy 
artillery with General Wallace had better remain with him. They 
answer there as a reserve to send to General Sigel, Washington, or 
almost any place in case of necessity. 

My U. 8. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General. 


’ WasHINGTON, D. C., April 16, 1864—5 p. m. 
/ d @ 
. Major-General MEADE, 
Army of the Potomac: 
The number to be transferred from any one regiment to the Navy 
is not limited. ‘The quota from the Army of the Potomac cannot be 
fixed till other armies are heard from. You will be informed as 


early as possible. 
H. W..-HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAG, - 

April 16, 1864. 

- Major-General HumpPHREYs, 
Chief of Staff: 

GENERAL: I have respectfully to submit the following proposition 
for the organization of a siege train, should one be required tor 
service with this army near Richmond: 

The train should be prepared in Washington. .and as a minimum 
composed of forty 43-inch siege guns, six spare carriages; ten 10- 
inch mortars, two spare carriages; twenty 8-inch mortars, four spare 
carriages ; twenty Coehorn mortars. 

With the proper implements and equipments, tool wagons, sling 
carts, battery wagons and forges, mortar wagons, &c., the eight 
43-inch siege guns of Abbot’s regiment (First Connecticut Heavy 
Artillery), lately sent to Washington, to constitute a part of the 
train. If the material can be brought by water or rail to within a rea- 
sonable distance of the point at which the train is to be used, the 
horse teams of the two siege batteries and those of the Artillery Re- 
serve would be available for transporting the guns, and such addi- 
tional mule teams as are required to bring them up can, it is sup- 
posed, be furnished from the quartermaster’s trains. The ammuni- 
tion trains of the Artillery Reserve and artillery brigades attached 
to corps can be employed for the transport of the ammunition. 

There should be provided for cach siege gun 1,000 rounds of am- 
munition ; for each siege mortar 600 shells; for each Coehorn mor- 
tar 200. Of this ammunition 200 rounds per piece should be brought 
up before opening fire; the remainder to be near enough to enable 
the supply to be keptup. At least 500 sand-bags should be supplied 
for each gun and mortar of the train, with an equal number in 
reserve, 

I would propose that the organization of the train be intrusted to 
Colonel Abbot, First Connecticut Artillery, whose regiment served 
with the siege train at the siege of Yorktown. That the work may 
proceed with the utmost rapidity, another regiment of foot artillery 


| 
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(Kellogg’s, Warner’s, or Piper’s) might be added to Colonel Abbot’s 
command. Colonel Kellogg served with credit in the First Con- 
necticut Artillery at Yorktown and is familiar with the duties. The 
two regiments of foot artillery in the reserve will be available 
as reliefs, guards for working parties, fabrication of gabions and 
fascines, filling sand-bags, &c. 

The instruction of the regiments with the train in the mechanical 
maneuvers, laying of platforms, &c., should commence at once. A 
thorough knowledge of these duties will save much time when every 
hour is valuable. The material and working directions for con- 
structing magazines, one for every four guns, should also be prepared 
in advance, that workmen drawn from the foot artillery regiments 
ge the army may assist the engineers or construct them them- 
selves. 

It is understood that there are rifled 32-pounders, 4-inch caliber, 
in the works at Richmond. Should it be considered necessary to 
oppose to them guns of corresponding power (100-pounders) the 
ordnance officer should be instructed to prepare them and their 
material. This would be a timely precaution. 

In case it should be thought necessary to move the train by water 
up the Pamunkey to the neighborhood of Hanover Court-House, in-’ 
structions should be given to load the material on barges, double- 
decked ones if possible, such as are used on the Hudson River for 
transportation of flour, and do not draw more than 5 feet. This 
depth I understand is found as far up as the bridge at Widow Lump- 
kin’s, near Crump Creek, and within 5 miles by land of the railroad, 
The depth of water and the nature of the road from the bridge to 
the railway should be ascertained positively before procuring the 
barges. A decked scow or two and 100 or 200 feet of trestle bridg- 
ing, similar to that prepared by Major Duane for the pontoon train, 
but of stronger dimensions, should be provided to enable landings to 


be effected at any point. 
HENRY J. HUNT, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Artillery. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 16, 1864—10.40 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. J. A. RAWLINS: 

Please say to the lieutenant-general commanding that Shaler’s bri- 
gade of the Sixth Corps, sent to Sandusky in January last, which 
was ordered some time ago to return to this army, has not arrived 
nor any intelligence reached me of its movement. Also two regi- 
ments of the Pennsylvania Reserves, ordered to the front from 
Alexandria, to be relieved there by a part of the Veteran Reserve 
Corps, have not come forward. I would be glad if any measures 
can be taken to expedite the movement of these troops. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CULPEPER, Va., April 16, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, Commanding Cavalry Corps: 
Telegram received. I start over immediately. | oy, 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


56 Rk Re-VObL XxX XIIt 
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CULPEPER Court-Housg, VA., April 16, 1864. 
Major-General AUGUR, 
Washington, D. C.: 
‘Please have the Pennsylvania Reserves at Alexandria relieved and 
ordered to the front. 
By command of Lieutenant-General Grant : 
JNO. A. RAWLINS,  . 
Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, April 16, 1864. 
Major-General AUGUR, 
Commanding, ke.: 

GENERAL: Please report as early as practicable what troops can 
be spared from the defenses of Washington and armed as infantry 
for the field. 

Yours truly, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


OFFICE CHIEF Q. M., DEPT. of WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., April 16, 1864, 
Capt. THAYER MELVIN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of W. Va., Cumberland, Md. : 


Caprain: I had the honor to address you a communication on the 
13th instant, in relation to the trains of forage en route to Beverly 
that were ordered to return to Webster, with their extra loads, by 


order of General Sullivan. The more complete information is here- | 


with transmitted. Orders issued from this office on the 2d instant 
to Capt. G. A. Flagg, assistant quartermaster at Webster, to send 
forward to Beverly a certain quantity of short forage were being 
duly executed, that all trains, as per instructions, might return to 
aes prior to the 15th instant. The last trains sent out were as 
follows : 


Wagon-masters. | Wagons. | Pounds, 
Ue eM ATEN. CHIZEM Sheer Mm sist sey sysina ences caisen Geen mate OG ad ROMA ASO ATS 19 28, 205 
Jeu sinelain’ GOVeLMMeMntjerc 0 tiacrters het iatien om cetera certo ae et te Meee 25 38, 888 
Stephen Burdette, Government fie 20 26, 167 
Je V¥ Skidmore, Government; << \.5.ci €2e.icb one od ale ff 29, 085 
James Crogan, Government..... 0. ....20..00ceccceue F ate 25 38, 013 
0142) wae ae ees AARON GCC S oem Ren asad yoy ee WOM ee tak soe a onOe 116 155, 308 


Being six days’ rations for 2,000 horses. . 

Captain Flagg reports that ‘‘ messengers were dispatched to have 
all these wagons returned to Webster by the verbal order of General 
J.C. Sullivan. Skidmore was within 8 miles of Beverly, Burdette 
within 23 miles, Warder 12 miles from Webster, Sinclair 12 miles, 
and Crogan 13 miles. All of which trains came back, excepting 1 
mule dead and 7 mules left, with five wagons, on the road.” No trains 
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have been started for Beverly since the 8th instant, or the return of 
the above. The amount of forage at Beverly reported on hand yes-. 
terday, the 15th instant, was 30,000 pounds, being full rations for 
2,500 horses for one day. There are now 240 animals at that post. 
Full supply of subsistence has been sent forward uninterrupted from 
Clarksburg, as contemplated by instructions sent Captain Dodge at 

that depot onthe 2dinstant. About 60,000 rations are now at Beverly. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

, A. V. BARRINGER, 

Captain and Chief Quartermaster, Dept. of West Virginia. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, Md., April 16, 1864—2 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. Max WEBER: 

GENERAL: Your two letters are received. As the greater portion 
of our cavalry and Ewing’s battery has been withdrawn from Mar- 
tinsburg it is necessary to have a force of infantry and a battery 
there to support the cavalry. You will therefore send the Thirty- 
fourth Massachusetts, the two Ohio regiments, and one battery to 
Martinsburg, to march in two days with three days’ cooked rations 
and 60 rounds of cartridges, with as little baggage as possible, and 
on the shortest and most convenient roads. They will start to- 
morrow atsuch time as you may think proper. Some of their 
baggage may be sent by railroad. Pontoons are at Falling Waters, 
and the officers there will be instructed to make such arrangements 
as are necessary to bring the troops at Martinsburg across the river 
in case of an emergency. 

F. SIGEL, 


Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, April 16, 1864, 
Brigadier-General AVERELL : 

General Sigel is under the impression from communications made 
by you to him that you have authority from the Cavalry Bureau to 
supply your command with horses. If so, he would like to be in- 
formed to what extent the authority is given and upon what con- 


ditions. 
. JUL. STAHEL, 
Major-General, Chief of Cavalry. 


CUMBERLAND, April 16, 1864. 
Maj. Lot Bowen, 
Comdg. Battalion, Third West Va. Cavalry, Buckhannon : 
You will proceed forthwith, with the companies of Third Virginia 
Cavalry now at Buckhannon, to Clarksburg, and from thence by 
way of railroad and river to Charleston, to report, as directed in your 
former orders, without waiting longer on Captain Means’ companies. 
Please acknowledge receipt, and report action. 
By order of General Sigel : 
. T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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W asHINGTON, D. C., April 16, 1864. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War: 

As requested by you, I respectfully submit for your consideration 
the following points, important to my administration of affairs in the 
Middle Department : gird 

First. I think it indispensable to employ at least six light-draught 
vessels with which to patrol the Chesapeake Bay along the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland. Said vessels would be useful for this purpose. 
Steam-tugs, each armed with a howitzer and manned with a picket 
- guard, will give all the advantage required. I have not with me the 


data upon which to approximate the cost of such vessels, but will for- 


ward exact estimate upon my return to Baltimore. 

This employment is necessary to stop more effectually the block- 
ade-running constantly going on across the bay to Virginia, by 
means of which I am satisfied the rebel army in front of Richmond 
largely derive their stores, particularly clothing and medicine. 
Cavalry patrols on the shore have been heretofore resorted to for 
the suppression of the evil. A glance at the map is thought suffi- 
cient for the condemnation of the method. 

The employment is essential for another reason. The Middle De- 
partment derives its military importance altogether from the great 
lines of supply and communication that intersect and have their 
formation in the neighborhood of Baltimore. It is reasonable to 
infer that the rebels will this summer be more active than ever in 
assailing those lines. 

If the detachments of my command now engaged in watching 
smugglers’ operations, which they are harmless to prevent, can be 
concentrated and disposed along the railroad, I believe Ihave enough 
men to thwart any ordinary raid against them; yet unless boats are 
employed, as suggested, any such disposition is impossible without a 
total neglect of the Eastern Shore. 

For the suppression of blockade-running I beg to invite your 
attention to one other point. 

Tam satisfied that Baltimore is the great point of departure of 
rebel supphes ; against it I propose stringent regulations touching 
permits and clearances. 

If an earnest agent of the Treasury Department were sent to me 
for consultation, the necessary regulations could be easily arranged. 
I also propose that dealers (wholesale and retail) in dry goods, cloth- 
ing, boots and shoes, drugs, fire-arms, and hardware, resident in 
Baltimore, be required to take the oath of allegiance, modified so as 
to oblige them to sell no goods, nor allow them to be sold by any 
other person for them or for their benefit, for transportation into the 
rebel lines, until the prohibitory orders or laws upon the subject are 
by proper authority repealed or revoked. Ihave not the oath of 
allegiance at hand or I would submit a form. If the suggestion is 
accepted, however, before commencing the system I will forward one. 
Provost-marshals ought to administer the oath and keep the register. 

Second. The next subject for your consideration is in reference 
to a secret-service fund. Official reports show a debt against the 
department, incurred by my predecessor or predecessors, of $1,013. 
To pay that about $400 were turned over to me. In my office I have 
the exact amounts. If I could have $600 furnished me to pay that 
indebtedness, I think it possible to get along without other calls 
upon you. My plan would be to levy fines against venders of liquor 
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to soldiers, to confiscate and sell the goods seized from blockade- 
runners, the proceeds, [sic] and to assess a small tax for passes 
issued to persons not connected with the army going down the bay 
on commercial business or for curiosity. 

This business should be under charge of the provost-marshal, who 
should keep an account of the tax collections and a record of convic- 
tions and fines against liquor dealers and the blockade property con- 
fiscated aud converted, and turn over the money thus raised to my 
- quartermaster, who on his part should disburse the same money 
upon reyuisitions duly approved. In this way speculation would be 
impossible and the Government decidedly benefited. 

Third, In the last place, I respectfully request that the Soldiers’ 
Relief in Baltimore be placed under my control, through the com- 
missary of my corps. I spoke of this matter fully to-day, but pardon . 
me for repeating that I can save the Government thousands of dol- 
lars by simply uniting to the cause the State and city donations and’ 

the charities of private individuals. But what I care for chiefly is, I 
- can use it as a means to draw to my support and that of the Union 
cause the active and practical sympathy of many of the wisest, 
purest, and best of the Unionists of Baltimore. I therefore beg you 
will let me try its management, under the immediate superintend- 
ence of my commissary. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEW. WALLACE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CULPEPER CourRt-Houssg, April 16, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, bs 
Comdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina: 

T have just this moment received your letter of the 15th of April, 
brought by the hands of Maj. Gen. W. F. Smith. 

You are entirely right in saying there should be but one movement 
made south of James River. At no time has more been intended. 
I went to Fort Monroe for the express purpose of seeing you and 
telling you that it was my plan to have the force under you act 
directly in concert with the Army of the Potomac, and as far as pos- 
sible toward the same point. My mind was entirely made up what 
instructions to give, and I was very much pleased to find that your 
previously conceived views exactly coincided. 

All the force that can be taken from the coast has been ordered to 
report to you at Fort Monroe by the 18th instant, or as soon there- 
after as possible. What I ask is, that with them, and all you can 
. concentrate from your own command, you seize upon City Point 
’ and act from there, looking upon Richmond as your objective point. 
If you can send cavalry to Hicksford and cut the railroad connec- 
tion at that point it isa good thing todoso. Ido not pretend to 
say how your work is to be done, but simply lay down what, and 
trust to you and those under you for doing it well. Keep what ves- 
sels may be necessary for your operations. No supphes are going 
to North Carolina, except such as may be necessary for the troops 
there. 

I presume the call for vessels is in consequence of the prepara- 
tions ordered for supplying our armies after a new base 1s estab- 
lished. The quartermaster did not know where they were to go, 
but that he was to have supplies afloat, and supposed they were for 
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North Carolina. I hope this delusion will be kept up both North 
and South until we do move. If it should prove possible for you to 


reach Richmond, go as to invest all on the south side of the river | 


and fortify yourself there, I shall have but little fear of the result. 

The rains have now continued so long that it will be impossible to 
move earlier than the 25th, so I will set that date for making your 
calculations. Ali men afloat could then be sent up York River, as 
you proposed, to conceal our real designs, if you were not then pre- 


pared to move- 
U. 8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


WasHINGToN, D. C., April 16, 1864—11.30 a, m. 
Major-General BUTLER, 
Fort Monroe, Va. : 

The Thirty-third New York and the Fifth New Jersey Batteries 
have been ordered to Fort Monroe. General Meigs will send ocean 
transportation for the part of the Twenty-fifth U.S. Colored Troops 
at Morehead City. 

° H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


WarR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 16, 1864—5 p. m. 
Capt. G. D. WISE, 
Assistant Quartermaster, Baltamore : 

Proceed to Philadelphia and New York and consult with Colonel 
Crosman and Major Van Vliet, and dispatch to Washington as 
quickly as_ possible all the light-draught steamers that can be ob- 
tained, and send to Fort Monroe not less than fifty schooners and 
forty barges suitable for transporting horses, wagons, and troops. 
These should be dispatched at the earliest possible moment, and be 
ordered to report to the quartermasters at Washington and Fort 
Monroe. We have a large number of steamers within reach of 
Washington, which will be made available, and all that are now in 
service between Philadelphia, New York, and Fort Monroe should 
be assembled in the Potomac as soon as possible. Communicate 
these instructions confidentially to Colonel Crosman and Major Van 
Vliet. Take up any suitable vessels in Baltimore ; usual terms and 
conditions of charter to be adhered to. Telegraph daily progress. 

M. C. MEIGS, 


Quartermaster-General. 


Hpagrs. TENTH mite ery DEPT. OF THE SOUTH. 
uton Head, S. C., April 16, ° 
Maj. Gen. B. F. Bururr, Pas a 


Comdg. Dept. of Va. and N. C., Fortress Monroe: 

GENERAL: In the letter from the General-in-Chief directing me 
to report to you with certain forces from this department, to be 
selected by myself, he says : ‘‘The troops which you bring with you 
and those which join you at Fort Monroe will constitute the Tenth 
Army Corps.” | 

I have organized the forces going from this command into three 
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divisions, as you will see, one of three brigades and two of two bri- 
gades each. I desire to add a brigade to Vogdes’ and one to Tur- 
ner’s divisions from forces to be assigned to the corps after it reaches 
your command. I most earnestly hope you will favor the arrange- 
ment. My artillery force is below the orthodox minimum for the 
force I bring by at least four six-gun batteries. If two more bri- 
gades, of, say, 2,500 men each, are added to my corps, as I hope they 
will be, I should have six more batteries than I now have. Three of 
my batteries are of four guns each, but I shall bring with me the 
material to raise them to six guns. Brigadier-General Vogdes bears 
this letter, and is directed to report to you to take command of the 
Tenth Corps as it arrives from time to time. 

Brigadier-General Terry will follow in a day or two, and will then 
command the corps until my arrival. General Turner will remain 
a few days longer still, while I do not propose to leave here or 
_ turn over my command of this department until all my troops are 
in motion and the last regiment ready to embark. Great delay has 
occurred here in concentrating my scattered forces, but it could not 
be avoided, I can bring a supply of engineer material, if you think 
proper. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Q@. A. GILLMOREH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


WASHINGTON, April 17, 1864—2 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va.: 

General Kautz ordered to Fort Monroe ; Washburn to Memphis ; 
Crittenden to Burnside. Fort Smith and Indian Territory added to 
the Department of Arkansas, and General Blunt ordered to General 
Curtis. An infantry regiment, organized from Second Pennsylva- 
nia Heavy Artillery, for General Burnside. I will write you tegay 
about others. Messenger from General Gillmore just arrived, wit 
list of regiments to be left in the Department of the South. He 
wishes those on that lst now here to be sent south immediately. 
Shall I so order ? He hopes to have from 7,000 to 10,000 at Fort 
Monroe by the 20th, if weather should favor. Shall those parts of 
his troops which are not to remain in the Department of the South 
be sent to meet him at Fort Monroe, or wait here until he arrives 
there himself ? A naval officer in North Carolina writes that rebel 
troops from the South are being concentrated at Weldon and Rich- 
mond, the military having taken possession of all railroads. It is 
reported that all males that are capable of bearing arms are being 
~ conscripted in the Shenandoah Valley and concentrated at Luray, 
and that wagon trains are transporting all forage and provisions 
from that valley to Lee’s army, 

H.W. HAGLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 17, 1864. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va.: 
GENERAL: As I telegraphed this morning, I have ordered General 
Augur to organize an infantry regiment for General Burnside out 
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of the Second Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery. I asked him if he 
could not spare the Second New York Heavy Artillery also, but he 
thinks it would leave his line too weak. I therefore submit the 
matter for your decision, with the following remarks: The line of 
defenses is about 37 miles in length. Some of the works are not 
completed, and the recent heavy rains have so injured some of them 
as to require extensive repairs by working parties. They are now 
garrisoned by ten regiments and one battalion of heavy artillery; 
effective force about 14,000, or, deducting regiment ordered for Burn- 
side, about 13,000. Very few of these men have ever been under 
fire and one-third are raw recruits. 

The public stores and buildings are guarded exclusively, with the 
exception of two or three special detachments, by invalids (Veteran 
Reserves). General Tyler has in the front, on railroad and picketing 
Bull Run and the Occoquan, about 2,000 infantry, 1,000 cavalry, and 
a battery of artillery. There are also a few companies of cavalry 
and infantry north of the Potomac, guarding railroads and picketing 
the river to the mouth of the Monocacy. 

There are always at the artillery depot a number of batteries, 
being repaired and fitted out, and at the present time there are some 
4,000 dismounted cavalrymen. All these, in case of an emergency, 
could be armed as infantry and placed in the trenches. 

The public stores are mostly in wooden sheds, and if not well 
guarded would be burned by the rebels in this city and Alexandria. 
The board of officers ordered by the Secretary of War to report on 
the defenses estimated that, with a covering army in front, they 
should be garrisoned by 25,000 men and 3,000 cavalry for recon- 
noitering in front. This was exclusive of the store-house guards 
and military police. With no covering army the complete garrison 
should be 50,000. Ithink the estimates made to the President by 
the generals under McClellan at the time of his Peninsular campaign 
were about the same. 

I have always considered this line of defense too long, but very 
able officers are of a different opinion. The evil, if it exists, cannot 
probably be remedied now. Perhaps the forts south of Anacostia 
Creek might be abandoned. If so, as they bear on the arsenal and 
navy-yard, they should be dismantled and the guns and ammuni- 
tion removed. 

I submit herewith a list of the heavy artillery regiments now 
here, with effective strength, that you may decide what forces shall 
be assigned to General Burnside’s command : 
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Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H.W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 
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CULPEPER CouRT-Hovtsk, Va., April 17, 1864. 


‘Major-General MEADE, 
Commanding Army of the Potomac: . 

Should a siege of Richmond become necessary, siege guns, am- 
munition, and equipments can be got from the arsenal at Washing- 
ton and Fort Monroe very rapidly. Every preparation is made for 
all classes of transportation by water, so that these things can be 
directed to any point by water we may require them. Once at the 
nearest landing, with the means of transportation with an army, they 
can be readily moved to any point inland they may be wanted. The 
means of manning heavy artillery is always at hand with an army, 
as well as the means of constructing batteries. I will take advantage 
of General Hunt’s suggestion as to the proper officer to get the 
siege train ready, and to a great extent his suggestions as to the 
number, caliber, &c., of guns necessary for it. 

U.S: GRANT, 
LTieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, . 
April 17, 1864, 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Commanding, &e. : 

GENERAL: I desire to report that, in conformity with my con- 
struction of your confidential letter of the 9th instant, the following 
instructions have been given by me: 

The Commissary Department, through its chief at these headquar- 
ters, has been notified that, at the close of the present month or 
early in the next, there will be required 1,000,000 of rations on ship- 
board in suitable vessels for being taken up the Pamunkey or James 
River, as may be required, and, in advance of more specific instruc- 
tions, Fortress Monroe has been designated as a proper point of as- 
semblage. The Quartermaster’s Department has been notified that, 
at the same time and place, forage and other supplies furnished by 
that department will be required. The Ordnance Department has 
been notified to have in similar readiness 100 rounds of artillery 
ammunition per gun and 100 rounds of small-arm per man. The 
Engineer Department has been instructed to have the siege trains 
[now at Washington] in readiness for shipment, and such engineer- 
ing tools and other supplies [in addition to those carried with the 
army | as would be required in the event of laying siege to Richmond. 
A special communication has been made to you in reference to the 
artillery for a siege train, in case one should be required before Rich- 
-mond. The Medical Department has been notified that in addition 
to the supplies now in depot at Alexandria, and which will be kept 
there as long as the Orange and Alexandia Railroad can be used, 
medical supplies for some 12,000 wounded should be held in readi- 
ness on shipboard, to be thrown up the Pamunkey or James, as cir- 
cumstances may require. It is proper to observe, in connection with 
this duplication of reserve medical supplies, that in case a battle is 
fought within communicating distance of the Orange and Alexan- 
dria Railroad the supplies at Alexandria can be thrown forward ; 
but if a rapid movement is made across the country, and a battle 
fought in the vicinity of Richmond, these supplies would have to be 
drawn from some other point; and the time which it would take 
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after the battle occurs to transfer from Alexandria to this point, and 
the consequent suffering that might ensue, justify, in my Judgment, 
this duplication of battle reserve supplies, and their being held in 
readiness at some point nearer than Alexandria. 

The foregoing arrangements and instructions are based on the 
contingency of the enemy’s falling back without giving battle. 
Each department has been notified to look to the quartermaster’s 
department for intimation of the period when the different supplies 
ordered should be sent to any particular point. 

For an immediate movement the following instructions have been 
given: 

The ordnance department notified to have in readiness to issue, at 
short notice, 150 rounds small-arm ammunition, 50 rounds to be 
carried on the person and 100 in supply train. The subsistence de- 
partment to have on hand for issue sixteen days’ marching rations ; 
four of salt meat and twelve of beef on the hoof; six days to be 
carried on the person [three full rations in haversacks and three 
small rations in knapsacks|; the balance insupply trains. The quar- 
termaster’s department to have ten days’ full allowance of grain for 
all animals. The medical department to be prepared to send the 
sick at short notice to the rear, and to have all necessary field-hos- 
pital supplies on hand. These preliminary instructions being given, 
it will require from three to four days’ notice to issue and load supply 
trains and prepare the army to move at an hour’s notice. 

This communication is respectfully submitted, that you may be 
fully advised of the steps I have taken, and that my attention may 
be called to the fact in case I have done more or less than is expected 
amd required of me. 

Respectfully, yours, 
[GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding. | 


Pony Mountain, April 17, 1864—5.25 p. m. 
Captain MERRILL: 

Enemy have materially strengthened their position upon both sides 
of Somerville Ford, and are busily engaged to-day erecting a line 
of intrenchments up the northeast slope of Clark’s Mountain, com- 
mencing about a mile in the rear of the Halsey house. No other 
changes observable. 


PAINE. 


APRIL 17, 1864—6.45 p. m. 
Captain PAINE, 
Pony Mountain : 
Do you mean the enemy have strengthened position on both sides 
of the river or on the road on the other side ? 
MERRILL. 


Pony Mountain, April 17, 1864—6.50 Da.08: 
Captain MERRILL : 


The enemy has no troops on this side of the river, I allude to th 
heights on the south panne Peie | 


PAINE, | 
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Apri 17, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. C. Kinessury, Jr., 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Corps : 


CoLONEL: I have the honor to submit, for the information of the 
major-general commanding the corps, the following remarks in 
regard to the Third and First Cavalry Divisions, which have been 
inspected by me during the past week : 

In the First Brigade, Third Division, Brigadier-General Davies 
commanding, there are large deficiencies of carbines and pistols in 
all the regiments but one, the First Connecticut Cavalry. This regi- 
ment, however, is armed with Smith carbines, which are reported by 


_ the officers as entirely unreliable. In my opinion they are worthless, 


= 


and should be turned in at once and replaced by others. The com- 
manding officer of the Fifth New York Cavalry, of this brigade, has 
given the Spencer repeating carbines a fair trial] in action and con- 
siders them a capital arm. The commanding officer of the First Con- 
necticut Cavalry reports 85 men of his command as having formerly 
served in the enemy’s cavalry, being deserters who took the oath of 
allegiance, and on entering our service were assigned to his regiment. 
He has no confidence in them; has them dismounted now in camp, 
and is very anxious that they should be sent to the rear, as they 
would be summarily dealt with if captured by the enemy, and there- 
fore could not be relied upon in action. This measure is recom- 
mended for the benefit of the regiment. The camps of the brigade 
are good, except that of the First Connecticut, which, having recently 
joined, has no quarters built, and in the recent bad weather the men, 
having no covering but shelter-tents, have suffered great discomfort. 
With the exception of this regiment, the adjutants’ offices are in poor 
condition throughout the brigade. This is specially the case in the 


_ Kighteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


The Second Brigade at the date of my inspection was commanded 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Preston, First Vermont Cavalry, a very effi- 
cient officer, who was using every effort to get the brigade into good 
condition, as it had become considerably disorganized during the 
winter from the effects of General Kilpatrick’s raid and a too fre- 
quent change of commanders. In this brigade, as inthe First, there 
are very large deficiencies of arms and horses. There is no uni- 
formity in clothing and no regard paid to the regulations requiring 
hair and beard to be neatly trimmed throughout almost all of these 
regiments. The First Vermont is the best-appointed regiment in 
the brigade. The Sixth Michigan is in poor condition and demands 
much care and attention in all respects. The camps of the Fifth 


-and Seventh Michigan are very badly located, and the latter was in 
.a bad state of police. I recommend that this camp especially be 


removed without delay to higher ground and a healthier atmosphere. 

The First Brigade of the First Division, commanded by Colonel 
Chapman, Third Indiana Cavalry, is very small and has about 250 
dismounted men. I found the camp of the Third Indiana Cavalry 
in a bad state of police. I recommend the camp be moved. The 
arms of this regiment were in very bad order. Their equipments 
and clothing relieved the eye by their great variety. The ordinary 
uniform and horse equipments of the United States are ignored in 
this command, which cannot be excelled in efficiency in action and 
only fails to be as efficient in other respects on account of the indif- 
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ference of the officers to military appearance and requirements. 
There is a detachment of about 100 men of the Highth Illinois Cay- 
alry encamped separately, without any system whatever. It covers 
an area of about 2 acres. About one-third of the detachment have 
no horses and arms. I recommend that they be assigned to the 
Third Indiana Cavalry. The Eighth New York Cavalry was :n good 


condition, but the horses of the whole brigade are thin and appear — 


to be entirely unfit for any hard duty without rest and recuperation. 

In the Second Brigade, commanded by Colonel Devin, Sixth New 
Cavalry, there are large deficiencies of horses and arms. This bri- 
gade has, however, the best horses in either division. ‘hose of the 
Fourth New York Cavalry are especially good and evince care and 
good treatment. Themen are also clean and neat, ar’. wear the pre- 
scribed uniform. The Seventeenth Pennsylvania Uavalry appear 
to bear an undue proportion of outpost duty. With less than 300 
mounted men present, the regiment relieves its own detail of 84 men 
for picket. This regiment has 203 men on detached service at division 
and brigade headquarters. The regimental wagons and teams of the 
Fourth New York and Seventeenth Pennsylvania Regiments are in 
poor condition, and appear to be neglected or overworked. 

The Reserve Brigade, commanded by Brigadier-General Merritt, 
is probably encamped on the worst ground within the lines of the 
army. No amount of care or police will render the camps neat or 
healthy. The horses are used up, and are in a deplorable condition 
for active duty in the field. This brigade, in my opinion, needs an 
opportunity to rest and recuperate, that its well-known efficiency in 
the field may not be destroyed. The First New York Dragoons re- 
quire improvements in uniforms and hair-cutting. This regiment is 
armed with Joslyn carbines, which are unreliable and worthless. 
These arms should at once be turned in and the regiment supplied 
poe others. It is rather unaccountable that this has not been done 

efore. 


As the general resu!+ of my observations in these two divisions, I 


have the honor to stat: that, in my opinion, the troops are not in con- 
dition to perform active duty with credit, on account of the condition 
of their horses and the deficiencies and in some cases inferior quality 
of fire-arms. With heavy outpost duty in all sorts of weather, and 
almost no long forage, the regiments are so scattered and worn down 
that a proper supervision of officers is almost impossible, and the 
animals cannot be kept in condition. If it were at all practicable to 
~. aeve these commands from active duty now, that their whole 
attention would be given to reorganizing for even a short period, 
immense good would result. JI am decidedly of the opinion that the 
best interests of the service demand that such opportunity be afforded 
if possible. Paper reports give no idea of the state of these commands. 
I am convinced that both divisions cannot put into line of battle 5,000 
efficient cavalry at the present time. I have the honor to suggest 
that an order be issued requiring the men to wear fatigue caps and 
blouses as permanent uniform. This dress is recommended for regu- 
larity, neatness, and economy, and can almost at any time be promptly 
drawn from the depots, especially if dress jackets are no longer re- 
quired. The pioneers are not very well organized throughout the 
command. It is respectfully submitted that from 5 to 7 men are 
sufficient for a regiment if properly equipped, and the attention of 
the brigade commanders should be directed to this important organ- 
ization, With the few exceptions I have noted the wagons and teams 


( 


Be 
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of these two divisions are in very fine order, and serviceabie in every 


' respect. A very marked improvement is observed in the Third! 


Division in this particular. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. C. NEWHALL, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Inspector-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Warrenton, Va., April 17, 1864. 
Colonel SMITH, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 
I sent a party last night by way of Waterloo to Amissville. No 
enemy could be found nor had any been in that vicinity for a week. 
D. McM. GREGG, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 17, 1864. 
Brigadier-General GREGG, 
Commanding Second Division: 

General Davies, of the Third Division, has been ordered to report 
to you for duty. This became necessary from the assignment of 
General Wilson to command a division in this corps. 

P. -<H. SHERIDAN; 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
April 17, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN : 

I assumed command this morning. Have been through camp to- 
day. They are badly located, and must be changed as soonas possible. 
Custer’s brigade has not gone yet. When shall I look for Chapman ? 
I need some such brigade commander as Bob Williams, and want 


your assistance to get him. 
J. H. WILSON, 


Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 


CULPEPER, April 17, 1864—12 p. m. 
(Received 1.15 a. m., 18th.) 
Major-General SIGEL, 
Cumberland, Md.: 

General Ord has been relieved from duty, at his own request. Send 
General Averell in command of the expedition already directed, or 
go yourself, as you deem most advisable. Should you go, it will be 
necessary to leave an officer in whose judgment you can place the 
greatest reliance to command everything you leave behind. 

DS. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 
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CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 17, 1864—11.30 p. m. 
(Received 10.50 a. m., 18th.) 
Brig. Gen. J. A. RAWLINS, 
Chief of Staff: , 

Please inform the general that General Sigel has telegraphed to 
General Crook for some information, but cannot obtain it before 
morning, as the wires are down. Soon as the information is received 
General Sigel will telegraph in full. General Sigel reports that he 
needs at once at least 2,500 horses for the old regiments, and soon as 
available some 4,000 for the new and veteran regiments. If the 
2,500 cannot be obtained at once it will materially cripple the antici- 
pated movement. General Sigel asks if something cannot be done. 
His chief quartermaster has asked the Cavalry Bureau for permis- 
sion to pay $153 and to purchase a portion of mares at proper prices. 

O. EK. BABCOCK, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 17, 1864—2.30 p. m. 


(Received 7.10 p. m.) 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va.: 
The following telegram from General Crook is just received : 
Reports, corroborated by several deserters, state that all of Longstreet’s command 
except one division, which is stationed near Cumberland Gap, passed over the rail- 
road toward Richmond several days ago. 
__ FRANZ SIGEL, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
. Harper's Ferry, April 17, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Department of West Virginia : 


I have information that Mosby with a portion of his gang is near 
Lovettsville; that 4 of his men are to-night at the German settle- 
ment, 3 miles west of Lovettsville and 14 miles south of Knoxville, 
impressing teams and preparing six days’ rations. 

, MAX WEBER, 
Brigadier-General, Comnuinding. 


fe Sie pe 
arper’s Ferry, April 17, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELvin, ; cae 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of West Virginia: 
_ The Thirty-fourth Massachusetts, the One hundred and twenty- 
third and One hundred and sixteenth Ohio Infantry Regiments, and 
Battery B, First Maryland Light Artillery, left for Martinsburg this 
morning at 8 o’clock. The pontoon bridge across Falling Waters is 
laid, and open for travel for cavalry, infantry, and artillery. The 
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bridge across’the canal is not yet ready ; so troops must move up the 
tow-path and across at Williamsport, or, coming down, keep the tow- 
path to Shepherdstown. This path is too narrow for wagons. 
MAX WEBER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } Wark DeEpt., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 150. Washington, April 17, 1864. 
i + * * * * os 
2. Brig. Gen. August V. Kautz, U. 8. Volunteers, will immedi- 
ately repair to Fort Monroe, Va., and report for duty to Major-Gen- 
eral Butler, U. S. Volunteers, commanding the Department of Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina. 
* * * * * * * 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 


Fort Monroe, April 17, 1864. 
Actg. Rear-Admiral 8. P. LEE, 
Comdg. N. A. B. Squadron, off Newport News, Va. : 

ADMIRAL: I inclose to you copies of two communications* I have 
just received from General Peck, which I commend to your atten- 
tion. I myself am not much impressed with the views of Generals 
Peck and Wessells, upon the information stated ; but if it would not 
be inconsistent with your views of service for a few days, I wish you 
would send the Perry or some other light boat down there, as for 
reasons which you understand I do not propose to re-enforce with 
troops. 

I ie the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


New York, April 17, 1864. 
General B. F, BUTLER: 
General Ledlie’s brigade of three regiments embarked on the 
steamer Ericsson on Friday. Should have been at Fort Monroe last 


> night. é 
STEWART VAN VLIET. 


Hpers. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, April 17, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. JoHN J. PECK, s 
Comdg. Dist. of North Carolina, New Berne, N. C.: 
GENERAL: Your communication of the 14th instant, inclosing let- 
ter of General Wessells, received. It will be necessary for you to 


* See pp. 280 and 281. 


' 
896 OPERATIONS IN N. 0., VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. [Caap. XLV. 


hold North Carolina with your present force. The commanding | 


general suggests that you send to General Wessells at once a suffi- 
cient number of troops from New Berne to enable him to hold his 
present position against any force likely to attack him. While it is 
always best to be prepared, yet the commanding general believes the 
force of the enemy to be greatly overestimated. Admiral Lee has 
been furnished with a copy of General Wessells’ letter, and requested 
to send one or more boats to co-operate with him. You will have 
to defend the district with your present force, and you will make 
such disposition of them as will in your judgment best subserve this 
end, 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 1 
J. W. SHAFFER, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


Hpors. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, April 17, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. Joon W. TURNER, 
Chief of Staff, Department of the South: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 15th instant received. I have re- 
quired for 20,000 shelter-tents for your corps; also arranged for 
ammunition and small-arms. I had made arrangements to supply 
you with what land transportation and ambulances you would be 
short of. I would recommend that you bring with you the four or six 
guns that you say you have no more horses for, and I will endeavor 
to supply you with horses here. As fast as troops arrive I send them 
to eisown where it is intended to rendezvous your command, 
Please see to it that all light-draught transportation is sent up. 
Cavalry horses are very scarce; bring with you all that are fit for 
service. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. SHAFFER, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


CULPEPER, VA., April 18, 1864. 
' Hon. E. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.: 

Your note of this date, inclosing copy of Mr. Geoffrey’s note to 
the honorable Secretary of State, together with the reply he pro- 
poses to make, is just received. It is rather embarrassing to know 
how to answer, because to refuse to allow the French to go on bring- 
ing out their tobacco would indicate that we expect to use the line 
of the James River ; to permit a continuance will give the enemy 
information of the very day we make any move from Fort Monroe. 
Altogether I think it would be better to say that the time expiring 
on the 23d instant for French vessels bringing out tobacco, they 
will be allowed until that time and no longer, until new stipula- 
tions are entered into, and which will not be entertained until after 
the spring campaign is over, or at least shall grant no privileges 
to enter rebel ports until such campaign is closed. This I give 
simply as my view. Any other arrangement entered into, with the 
sanction of the President, of course I shall not oppose. 

U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-Genevral. 
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WASHINGTON, April 18, 1864—38 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va. : 

The Eighth Ohio Cavalry was ordered to be mounted and equipped 
at Camp Dennison, and then sent to General Crook. The Cavalry 
Bureau has been directed to do this at once. General W. 8. Smith, 
at Nashville, has called on General Davidson for 30.000 cavalry 
horses. Such requisitions cannot possibly be filled. On March 28 
General Pope asked for a delay in sending the Sixth Minnesota to 
the Army of the Potomac, for reasons given. I will immediately 
send you acopy of his letter, or will make the order peremptory, 
if you say so. Pope’s force against Indians is very small. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


CULPEPER CouRT-HoussE, April 18, 1864—7.30 p. m. 
(Received 8.45 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLEcK, 
Chief of Staff: 

Except the regiment which General Augur proposed to spare, I 
did not expect to order any troops from the defenses of Washington. 
It was only such unassigned troops as may arrive that I expected 
to have report to General Burnside. The regiment which has been 
assigned to him please order to Alexandria, to relieve troops now 
there from this army on special duty, the latter to join their proper 
commands at the front. 

U. 8: GRANT, 


Tneutenant-General. 


CULPEPER CouRT-HouskE, April 18, 1864—8 p. m. 
(Received 8.45 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

There is such a call for cavalry horses from all parts of the army 
that I would suggest the propriety of an order from the Secretary of 
War authorizing department commanders to convert 40 per cent. of 
all their cavalry into infantry, selecting those regiments that have 
required the greatest number of horses to keep them up to be dis- 
mounted. There is full that percentage of cavalry in service more 
than can be kept mounted and more than is required. If it would 
be acting in bad faith to dismount them, I would discharge them 


altogether. 
U. 5S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 18, 1864. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 
I desire to have assigned to duty, according to their brevet rank, 
Major-Generals Barlow and Ricketts, now on duty with this army. 
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Major-General Barlow has been so assigned by the lieutenant-general 
commanding, pending the action of the President of the United 


States. : 
GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
®April 18, 1864—9 p. m. 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT: 
Brigadier-General Devens is a good officer ; formerly belonged to 
the Sixth Corps, in which is Prince’s brigade. He will do very well, 
GHO. G. MEADE, «. 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE Potomac, 
Now 9. Apri 18, 1864. 
I. The following order has been received from the War Depart-_ 
ment, and is published for general information : | 
GENERAL ORDERS, } WaAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 125. j Washington, March 29, 1864. 


Furloughs, not to exceed thirty days in each case, to the non-commissioned offi- | 
cers and privates of the Army who may desire to enter the free military school at_ 


Philadelphia, may be granted by the commanders of armies and departments, when _ 
g p ; | 


the character, conduct, and capacity of the applicants are such as to warrant their > 
immediate and superior commanders in recommending them for commissioned — 
appointments in the regiments of colored troops. | 
By order of the Secretary of War : | 
E. D. TOWNSEND, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


II. To carry into effect the requirements of the foregoing order, | 
corps and other independent commanders will appoint a board, con- 
sisting of three officers, whose duty it shall be to examine the appli- 
cants for admission into the free military school at Philadelphia, and 
the boards so appointed will report in each case whether, in their 
opinion, the character, conduct, and capacity of the applicant are 
such as to induce the belief that atter a stay of thirty days at the 
military school he will be qualified for a commissioned appointment 
in a colored regiment. 

III. The reports of the boards will be forwarded through the usual 
channel of correspondence to these headquarters. 

By command of Major-General Meade: 

8. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
. April 18, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, : 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: 

GENERAL: It has been reported to me that large numbers of men 
are applying for transfer to the naval service from the batteries of 
this army. In some cases the applications are so numerous from 
certain batteries as to threaten seriously to impair their efficiency. 
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I have therefore respectfully to bring the subject to the notice of 
the general commanding, with the request that if practicable a limit 
at least should be placed on the number to be transferred from any 
one battery. 
Inclosed are reports for which I called on the chief of artillery 
of corps.* 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ENR Yo dH Ae 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Artillery, 


[Indorsement. ] 


APRIL 22, 1864. 

Respectfully returned. 

The orders of the War Department respecting transfers from the 
army to the naval service are without limitation. All men, there- 
fore, who apply for transfer to the Navy and who pass a satisfactory 
examination must for the present be transferred. 

By command of Major-General Meade : 

S. WILLIAMS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Pony Mountain, April 18, 1864—5.10 p. m. 
Captain MERRILL: 


I have carefully reconnoitered the enemy’s position to-day, and 
can discover no change from previous reports. All quiet in direc- 
tion of Madison Court-House and Sperryville. Can discover no new 
camps nor disappearance of any of the old ones. 

PAINE. 


HEADQUARTERS FirrH ARMY CORPS, 
Apri 18, 1864. 
General GRIFFIN : 


Following dispatch has been referred to me : 


ALEXANDRIA, VA., April 18, 1864. 
General S. WILLIAMS: 


Great complaint is made by trainmen about the conduct of soldiers at Rappahan- 
nock Station and between there and Bealeton. Stones are frequently thrown by 
them at the men and signal lights of passing trains. Last night while No. 12 train 
- was taking water at Rappahannock bridge, at 8.15 p. m., some soldiers attempted 
to interfere with the engine, and after the train had started broke one of the rear 
signal lights with stones or pieces of wood. The last extra of No. 9 train last night 
was stoned by soldiers near the bridge about half mile west of Bealeton, and both 
signal lights were broken and brakemen nearly knocked off the train. 

By giving this matter your attention you will greatly oblige, 

M. J. McCRICKETT. 


Will you please make such arrangements as will catch these 
offenders if they repeat their operations? 
G. K. WARREN, 
Major-General. 


* Omitted, 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 18, 1864—11.30 a. m. 
Brig. Gen. D. MoM. GREGe@ : ake 
Information has been received that a force of the enemy’s cavalry, 
estimated from one to three regiments, is in the vicinity of Jefferson. 
The major-general commanding directs that you send a brigade im- 
mediately to attack and drive off this force. Inform Major-General 
Sheridan of this order. He is supposed to be at Warrenton. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


FatrFAX CouRT-Hovuss, April 18, 1864. 


(Received 2.30 p. m.) 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TayLor, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


I sent out early this morning a large scout of cavalry and infantry 
into the vicinity of Upperville. 
Re OS TY LES 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Warrenton, Va., April 18, 1864. 
Colonel SMITH, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 


The brigade sent from this division could not cross the Rappa-_ 


hannock at Sulphur Springs. Some dismounted men were crossed 
and they went to Jefferson withé@ut finding or hearing anything of 
the enemy. I have sent a force to Waterloo, if possible, or to con- 
tinue the stream beyond Waterloo to effect a crossing where it is 
practicable to do so. 
D. McM. GREGG, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CHARLESTON, W. Va., April 18, 1864—2.30 p. m. 


(Received 6.20 p. m.) 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT: 


It will be impossible for me to be supplied with the requisite num- 
ber of horses to mount my men within the proper time with the 
present facilities in this department. Will you authorize me to pur- 
chase horses in Ohio for that purpose? Deserters report all Long- 
street’s corps gone in direction of Richmond except one division, 
which is near Cumberland Gap. 

GEORGE CROOK, 


Brigadier-General, 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 18, 1864—9 p. m. 


(Received 11.40 p. m.) 
General RAWLINS, 


Chief of Staff, Culpeper : 
GENERAL: I have examined as fully as possible here the present 
state of the roads to Beverly and from Beverly in all directions, and 
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believe them to be impassable for heavy trains. It was snowing 
there yonerlay: Also that General Sigel’s transportation is still 
limited, too much so for a cavalry force. 

I think General Sigel’s plan is the only one by which his force can 
be used to anadvantage at present, and not uncover the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad. The forces he proposes to send to General Crook are 
at Clarksburg and Webster, and can be sent to General Crook within 
five days. The cavalry can march from Clarksburg. 

The concentration in the Shenandoah Valley can commence at 
once and progress as rapidly as horses and transportation can be 
supplied. 

here are 200 wagons at Hagerstown now fitting out, but cannot 
be sent in time to use at Beverly. They can be used in the valley. 
O. E. BABCOCK. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 18, 1864—9 p. m. 
(Received 11.50 p. m.) 


Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va. : 


According to the latest reports received from General Ord and 
General Sullivan at Webster, as well as from General Crook on the 
Kanawha and Colonel Moor at Beverly, and following my own 
convictions, I find the following measures the best and most promis- 
ing under the present circumstances. They are— 

First. Give up the expedition by Beverly and leave only a small 
post of observation there, with one regiment of cavalry to hold con- 
nection between the force on the Kanawha and our lines on the rail- 
road. 

Second. Form only two columns, one under General Crook on the 
Kanawha, strongest, and one on the Shenandoah, which would 
make that on the Kanawha about 10,000 men ; that in the Shenan- 
doah Valley about 7,000. General Averell will be ordered with 
1,000 cavalry to General Crook, to take command of his cavalry 
division, which will consist of eight regiments, of which at least 
2,500 will be effective immediately. 

Third. The other cavalry division and the rest of the infantry, 
with a strong force of artillery in proportion to the other arms, will 
_ assemble between Cumberland and the Shenandoah, and the infantry 
and artillery will be advanced to Cedar Creek, with such cavalry as can 
be made effective at the moment, to threaten the force of the enemy 
in Shenandoah Valley, and to advance as soon and as far as possible. 
General Crook will be ordered to take possession of Lewisburg 
with part of his forces, and to march down the Tennessee Railroad 
to do as much damage as he can; to destroy the New Creek bridge 
or the salt-works, which are two real objects, or to operate as you 
may think proper. 

I have spoken in detail with Colonel Babcock, and he says that he 
will telegraph you his opinion. 

F. SIGEL, 
Major-General, Commanding. 
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NEw CREEK, April 18, 1864. 
(Received 9.20 a. m.) 
Maj. Gen. JULIUS STAHEL, 
Chief of Cavalry: 
Smith has just sent in the following dispatch : 
SENECA, PENDLETON COUNTY. 


No force at Moorefield or Petersburg. Report says Imboden and McNeill are to 
be at Franklin to-day. Will go over and see. It is reported that rebels are concen- 
trating on South Branch also. Will see before I return. 


JAS. A. MULLIGAN. 


CUMBERLAND, April 18, 1864. 
Captain RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
You will please forward without delay the remainder of the force 
to Webster and Clarksburg, also Ewing’s battery of artillery, and 
report in person as soon as practicable to the commanding general 


of the department. 
JUL. STAHEL, 
Major-General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 18, 1864. 
(Received 18th.) 
Maj. Gen. J. STAHEL : 
My troops will get off to-morrow morning if the transportation all 
arrives as expected, and I shall be at Cumberland to-morrow. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 18, 1864. 
(Received 12.18 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. J. STAHEL: 

I have railroad transportation for 700 horses and men, and am 
informed that sufficient is expected by to-morrow morning for the 
entire balance. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Briyadier-General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 18, 1864. 


(Received 2.15 p. m.) 
General J. STAHEL, 


Chief of Cavalry: 

It will be necessary to take the 100 men at Bath, as that is a part 
of the force equipped for detached service. Others will be sent there 
as soon as practicable. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 
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MARTINSBURG, April 18, 1864. 
_ (Received 2,15 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. J. STAHEL, 
Chief of Cavalry: 
Thave at Clarksburg 356 Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, 557 
First West Virginia; at Webster 230 Twenty-first New York. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 18, 1864. 
: (Received 6.15 p. m.) 
Major-General STAHEL, 
Chief of Cavalry: 
Your telegram received. Battery is on the cars and cavalry com- 


mencing to embark. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadver-General. 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY DIVISION, DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, W. Va., April 18, 1864. 
Pol Rak. Davior, 
First New York Veteran Volunteer Cavalry: 

CoLoNEL: The brigadier-general commanding is about to set out 
with a large portion of the effective force of this division upon expe- 
ditionary duty. The command of the detachments of the First Bri- 
gade (First New York Veteran Cavalry, First New York (Lincoln) 
Cavalry, Twenty-first New York Cavalry, Twelfth Pennsylvania 
Cavalry), Second Brigade (Fourteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, First 

West Virginia Veteran Cavalry, Sixth West Virginia Cavalry), and 
the remount camp in Pleasant Valley is devolved upon you. 

Accurate rolls of the officers and men going under the command 
of General Averell will be sent to you at the first favorable oppor- 
tunity. Copies of orders which you may need for reference are 
hereby inclosed. 

Your first most important and constant duty will be to fit -your 
command for active service in,the field, by supplying its wants and 
instructing the officers and men. Let every step be taken to achieve 
your purpose in that respect. 

Secondly, it will be required of you to watch the enemy in your 
front, extending from Shenandoah River to Back Creek, and to 
inform the major-general commanding the department daily by 

‘telegraph of your observations. 

Keep your command as much as possible together and in readiness 
to move at short notice. The brigadier-general commanding relies 
upon you to enforce his orders with regard to discipline. Maj. T. F. 
Lang, acting assistant inspector-general; Lieut. G. H. North, ord- 
nance officer; Lieut. H. N. Harrison, acting engineer, and Capt. E. 
Frey, assistant commissary of musters, all of the division staff, will 
report to you for duty during the absence of the brigadier-general 
commanding. 

Colonel, I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILL RUMSEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


004 OPERATIONS INN. OG, VA, W. VA, MD, AND PA. [Cia XLV. 


Grmnerat OrpERS,)} Hopagrs. Mip. Depr., 8ro ARMY Corps, 
No. 25. j Baltimore, Md., April 18, 1864. 


The following-named officers are announced as the staff of the 
major-general commanding, or assigned to staff duty with this army 
corps: 

ine? Col. Samuel B. Lawrence, assistant adjutant-general. 

Lieut. Col. Lynde Catlin, assistant inspector-general. 

Lieut. Col. Alexander bliss, quartermaster. 

Lieut. Col. Joseph G. Crane, commissary of subsistence. 

Lieut. Col. John Woolley, Fifth Indiana Cavalry, provost-marshal. 

Maj. James R. Ross, aide-de-camp. 

Maj. William M. Hste, aide-de-camp. 

Maj. Henry Z. Hayner, additional aide-de-camp. 

Capt. Maxwell V. Z. Woodhull, aide-de-camp. 

Capt. Dickinson P. Thruston, aide-de-camp. 

Maj. Josiah Simpson, surgeon U. 8. Army, medical director. 

Maj. C. C. Cox, surgeon U. 8. Army, medical purveyor. 

Maj. H. W. Wharton, U. 8. Army, commissary of musters. 

Maj. W. L. Marshall, judge-advocate. 

Second Lieut. Charles L. Isaacs, U. 8. Volunteers, acting ordnance 
officer. 

They will be obeyed and respected accordingly. 

By command of Major-General Wallace : 

SAMUEL B. LAWRENCE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CULPEPER, VA., April 18, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BuTLER, 
Comdg. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina: 

IT send Lieutenant-Colonel Dent, of my staff, with this, not with 
the view of changing any instructions given, but more particularly 
to secure full co-operation between your command and that of Gen- 
eral Meade. 

J will, as you understand, expect you to move from Fort Monroe 
the same day General Meade starts from here. The exact time I will 
telegraph as soon as it can be fixed. At present the roads are in 
such condition that the time could not be fixed earlier than the 27th 
instant. You can understand therefore you have fully to that date 
to make your preparations. You also understand that with the 
forces here I shall aim to fight Lee between here and Richmond, if 
he will stand. Should Lee, however, fall back into Richmond, I will 
follow up and make a junction with your army on the James River. 
Could I be certain that you will be able to invest Richmond on the 
south side, so as to have your left resting on the James above the 
city, IT would form the junction there. Circumstances may make 
this course advisable anyhow. I would say, therefore, use every 
exertion to secure footing as far up the south side of the river as you 
can, and as soon as possible. 

If you hear of our advancing from that direction, or have reason 
to judge from the action of the enemy that they are looking for 
danger to that side, attack vigorously, and if you cannot carry the 
city, at least detain as large a force there as possible. You will want 
all the co-operation from the navy that can be got. Confer freely 


° 
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with Admiral Lee your plans, that he may make as much prepara- 
tion as possible. If it is possible to communicate with you after 
determining my exact line of march, I will do go. 
Inform me by return of Colonel Dent your present situation and 
state of readiness for moving. 
U. 8S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, April 18, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. Q. A. GILLMORE, 


Commanding Tenth Army Corps, Port Royal, S. C.: 
GENERAL: The commanding general directs me to request that 
you bring with you the engineering materials spoken of in your 
letter to him of the 16th instant. We will endeavor to comply with 
your request in regard to artillery. Everything will be done that 
can be with our limited means to furnish you with whatever is neces- 
sary to make your command eflicient. It is all-important that you 
get here with your command at as early a day as possible. 

J have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. SHAFFER, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpqgrs. DEPT. OF VA. AND N. C., 
No. 108. Fort Monroe, Va., April 18, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 


XVI. Brig. Gen. Israel Vogdes, U. S. Volunteers, will proceed to 
Yorktown, Va., and assume command of all the troops belonging to 
the Tenth Army Corps. 

* * * 


* * * * 


By command of Major-General Butler : 
R. 8. DAVIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 18, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. EDwARD HARLAND, 
Commanding Sub-district of the Pamlico, Washington: 

GENERAL: The commanding general has just received information 
of a combined movement on the part of the enemy against the differ- 

-ent posts of thiscommand. General Corse, with some five regiments 
‘of Virginia troops, came down last night within a few miles of our 
picket-line with the intention, as it is supposed, to draw troops from 
Plymouth and Washington to this place and to prevent re-enforce- 
ments leaving here. The deserters further state that General Pickett 
is to attack Little Washington to-morrow (Tuesday). 

In view of this information, the general has ordered the Thomas 
Collyer with not less than 600 men to proceed to Washington with 
all possible dispatch. He has also arranged with Commander 
Davenport to send the gun-boat Tacony to Washington. She will 
leave this evening. She is the largest and one of the most valuable 
of her class in the Navy, and will be of great service to you in keep- 
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ing open and protecting your communication on the river. Her 


x 


value is so great that it virtually leaves us without any gun-boat. 
As General Butler has just taken almost 1,200 of our best troops, 
including two batteries, from North Carolina, and inasmuch as Ply- 
mouth is also threatened heavily, and as it is not certain where the 
enemy will strike, the general does not deem it wise or prudent to 
detach any further aid to you until something more definite is known 
as to the intentions of the enemy. 

Colonel Dutton, chief of staff, who is a skillful engineer, will pro- 
ceed on the Collyer to join you and give you all the assistance in his 
power. Keep the general fully advised by every opportunity how 
things are going on—everything that transpires, not only of affairs 
near you, but derive all information of every character possible. 
Send down all prisoners, refugees, &c., to the general by the first 
boat that comes down. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. D. OUTWATER, 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 18, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. H. W. WESSELLS, 
Sub-district of the Albemarle: 

GENERAL: The commanding general has information that a com- 
bined attack is contemplated by the enemy on the different posts of 
this command. General Corse, with five Virginia regiments, came 
down last night within a few miles of our picket-line with the inten- 
tion, as near as it can be ascertained, of drawing troops from Ply- 
mouth and Little Washington to this place, and also to prevent any 
re-enforcements leaving here for you or General Harland. The 
deserters further state that General Pickett is to attack Little Wash- 
ington to-morrow (Tuesday). The general has sent this evening, per 
steamers Pilot Boy and Patuxent, about 600 men to Washington. 

General Butler has just withdrawn from here 1,200 of our best 
troops, including two light batteries. In view of this, the general 
does not think it wise or prudent to detach any more men from here 
until he has some definite information where the enemy intend to 
strike. The general wishes you to keep him advised of all informa- 
tion you can acquire. Commander Davenport has ordered the gun- 
boat Tacony to Washington. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. D. OUTWATER, 
Lneutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NorTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 18, 1864—8.20 p. m. 
Brig. Gen. I. N. PALMER, 
Commanding Sub-district of New Berne: 
GENERAL: The commanding general directs me to say that he 
wishes your pickets and outpost to listen to-morrow morning for 
guns from the direction of Washington, N. C.,as it is more than 
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probable that firing may be heard in that vicinity by that time. He 
also wishes you to perfect your arrangements for arming the citi- 
zens and contrabands of New Berne in case it becomes necessary to 
call upon them for military duty of any kind. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. A. JUDSON, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CULPEPER, Va., April 19, 1864—8.30 p, m. 


: (Received 9 p. m.) 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Haweck, : 
Chief of Staff : 

Before ordering General Pope to send any troops from his depart- 
ment I was waiting to see his reasons for retaining the number he 
has. My own opinion has been that a small force of cavalry, with 
but very little infantry, was all that he required. I would advise 
that he be ordered to send all the infantry he can possibly spare to 
Washington at once. ; 

U.S) GRANT; 


Taeutenant-General. 


WASHINGTON, April 19, 1864—2 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va. : 

General Devens has been ordered to go through the Northern and 
Eastern. States to collect together recruits and send them to regi- 
ments and depots. The War Department thinks his services there 
-almost indispensable for the next week or two. Men are still recruit- 
ing at the rate of 1,000 per day. Please see if General Meade can- 
not spare him a little longer. General Seymour is relieved from the 
Department of the South. Where shall I send him ? 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


CULPEPER, April 19, 1864. (Received 7.40 p. m.) 


Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, 
Chief of Staff: 

General Meade did not apply for General Devens. The latter ap- 
plied for orders, and Meade stating that he was a good officer I asked 
to have him sent to the Army of the Potomac. Keep General 
’ Devens where he is so long as his services are needed. Order Gen- 
eral Seymour some place to await orders unless he can be profitably 
placed on such duty as General Devens is now doing. 

U.S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 19, 1864. 
To familiarize the men in the use of their arms an additional ex- 
penditure of 10 rounds of small-arm ammunition per man is hereby 
authorized. Corps commanders will see that immediate measures 


x 
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are taken by subordinate officers to carry out the order, Every man | 
should be made to load and fire his musket under the personal super- | 
vision of a company officer. It is believed there are men in this | 
army who have been in numerous actions without ever firing their | 
euns, and it is known that muskets taken on the battle-fields have | 
been found filled nearly to the muzzle with cartridges. The com- | 
manding general cannot impress too earnestly on all officers and | 
men the necessity of preparing themselves for the contingencies of | 
battle. 

By command of Major-General Meade: . 

. CHAS. E. PEASE, 


Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GARNETT’S MouNTAIN, April 19, 1864, 
Captain MERRILL, 
Chief Signal Officer : 
The enemy are throwing up new heavy works in the vicinity of 
Raccoon Ford. No movements. All quiet. 
FULLER. 


Pony Mountain, April 19, 1864—6.15 p. m. 
Captain MERRILL : 
All quiet. The enemy still employed on the works to the right of 


Somerville Ford. 
McCLOSKEY. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Army of the Potomac, April 19, 1864. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 

I have the honor to forward you a copy of a dispatch received 
from the commanding officer of the picket reserve near Grove 
Church. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. ROSS SMITH, 
LIneutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


Major-General Sheridan being away at Stevensburg this morning, 
I take the liberty of forwarding the dispatch. 


[{Inclosure.] 


PICKET RESERVE, 1st BriG., 3D Div., Cav. Corps, 
Near Grove Church, April 18, 1864. 
Capt. L. SIEBERT, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brig., Third Div., Cav. Corps ; 


_ Captain : I have the honor to report that all remains quiet on my 
line. Last night a few bushwhackers tried to work their way u 
to some of my posts, but they were discovered in time and fred 
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‘upon. Two dismounted patrols of an officer and 15 men each went 
onascout at1lo’clockthisa.m. They were dismounted and searched 
the country in the direction of the Spotted Tavern and Ellis’ Ford ; 
they also searched some of the houses in their travels without dis: 
covering anything. <A patrol of the Tenth (or a detachment) New 
York Cavalry, stationed at Morrisville, was attacked yesterday about 
noon ; 1 man killed, another was severely and dangerously wounded. 
This was in the direction of Ellis’ Ford. Captain Mitchell is now 
on a scout with 25 men in the direction of Falmouth. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
OTTO HARHAUS, 
Colonel Second New York Cav., Comdg. Picket Post. 


I send this with a patrol to Kelly’s Ford, where I shall station two 
men to carry dispatches, provided the river can be crossed. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
: April 19, 1864, 


Brig. Gen. 8. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac: 


GENERAL: I respectfully request that the very long picket-line of 
the First and Third Divisions of this corps be at once diminished, so 
as to give rest to: the horses and enable them to recuperate. The 
report of the inspector-general shows the horses of these divisions 
to be in a deplorable condition, caused by their laborious picket duty 
and inadequacy of long forage. If the infantry picket-line could 
be advanced and a few cavalrymen placed at the fords of the Rap- 
idan, would it not give sufficient security ? The cavalry picket-line 
from near Rapidan Station around to where it terminates at Davis’ 
Mountain might be diminished by a good system of patrolling and 
outposts at prominent points onthe line. Itis better to occasionally 
lose a cavalryman scouting or on outpost duty than to render so 
many horses so unserviceable by their hard labor. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, Xs 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 19, 1864. 
‘Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

GENERAL: Yesterday I carefully examined the division of Brig- 
adier-General Gregg. I found the men well clothed, their camps in 
good condition. A deficiency in the arms and equipments from the 
inability of the Ordnance Bureau to furnish, but this deficiency will 
probably soon be supplied. The horses I found to be in poor con- 
dition, overworked, and inadequately supplied with long forage. 
They are not ina condition for active service and can be of but little 
service in the approaching campaign, unless they are promptly rested 
and fed. The picket-line of this division is 18 miles long, and cannot 
with safety to the command be dismounted, 
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I respectfully recommend that the division be drawn in to Three- 
Mile Station, which will make the picket-line short, or that a brigade 


of infantry be sent to Warrenton, in which case a few cavalry out- | 


posts on the prominent points will suffice for the necessary security. 
There are also 1,800 men in this division, nearly all equipped, but 
without horses. Most of the dismounted men are the best soldiers 
of the division. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 19, 1864. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, ~ 5 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 


General Gregg can find no enemy in Jefferson or that section of 


country. There has not been a single rebel scout at Jefferson for | 


over a week past. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 19, 1864. 
Brigadier-General GREGG, 
Commanding Second Cavalry Division : 


The enemy reported at Jefferson turns out to have been only 13, 
and they were only seen by anold woman. Do not waste any more 


horse-flesh on them.’ 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 19, 1864—12.30 a. m. 


(Received 11.23 a. m.) 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va.: 
The following telegram in answer to my inquiries is just received 
from General Crook : 


; CHARLESTON, W. VA., April 18, 1864—5 p. m. 
Major-General SIGEL, 
Cumberland: 


{ 

I don’t know whether I can accomplish all General Grant expects or not by my 
acting independently, as you suggest, but will do my best. | Success depends much 
on the weather. Roads are most impassable now. Send all to this point, infantry 
by water and cavalry by land, from Parkersburg. I want 3,500 infantry effective, 
if you can send them. I have sufficient artillery. The demonstration toward 
Huntsville would do me no good unless the column could reach Covington. Can 
you send me 100 yards of pontoon? Ihave none. Send all the horses and mules 
you can at once by water. Your telegram was delayed, my line being down. I 
have plenty of provisions here ; you need send none. 

GEORGE CROOK, 
Brigadier-General, 
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This is essentially in conformity with the telegrams which I have 
sent to you without awaiting the answer of General Crook, because 
I thought it would take too long to receive his answer. The pon- 
toons are being constructed, and will be sent to him. 

F. SIGEL, 
Major-General, 


CULPEPER, Apri 19, 1864—8 p. m. 
(Received 9 p. m.) 
Major-General SIGEL, 
Cumberland, Md. : 
I approve your plan of operations. Make your preparations for 
executing it with all dispatch. 
U. 8. GRANT; 


Lieutenant-General, 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 19, 1864—10-p. m. 
(Received 10.25 p. m.) 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, 
Culpeper Court-House, Va.: 
Your answer to my telegram and that of Colonel Babcock just re- 
ceived. Iwillact accordingly. Colonel Babcock will leave to-night. 
FRANZ SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) Hpqrs. ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
No. 15. In Field, Culpeper C. H.,Va., Apri 19, 1864. 

I. Maj. Gen. E. O. C. Ord, U. S. Volunteers, is hereby relieved, 
at his own request, from duty in the Department of West Virginia, 
and will repair to Wheeling, W. Va., and there await further orders. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of Lieutenant-General Grant : 

T. 8. BOWERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., April 19, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. F. SIGEL: 

GENERAL: I have information by telegram from Point of Rocks 
that Means’ cavalry were attacked by guerrillas between Waterford, 
Loudoun County, and the river. In reply to the commanding officer 
at Point of Rocks, asking if he should assist Means’ cavalry, I re- 
plied in the affirmative, but advised him to be very cautious. Par- 


ticulars not received yet. 
MAX WEBER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding, 


\ 
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Hpers. DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Cumberland, April 19, 1864. 
General MAx WEBER: : 

I do not know why Captain Means’ men have crossed the river to 
Waterford. Three companies of Captain Means are under orders to 
Charleston, Kanawha, and Captain Means has been dismissed from 
the service for not obeying orders. Please report again. 

F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Harper's Ferry, April 19, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Dept. of West Virginia: 

Captain Means’ company and the infantry supports have returned 
to Point of Rocks, with no casualties on our side. They killed one 
rebel and took one prisoner. Means crossed the river into Virginia 
by the order of the Secretary of War. 

MAX WEBER, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 19, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. Max WEBER, 
Harper’s Ferry: 

Your dispatch in regard to the Sixth Michigan Cavalry and the 
withdrawal of troops from your front is received. ' The Sixth Mich- 
igan is ordered to the Army of the Potomac, and must be sent 
there as soon as you receive written orders, which must now have 
reached you. I will telegraph to Colonel Taylor to take the neces- 
sary measures to protect your front or to send you some cavalry. 

F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 19, 1864. 


| (Received 3.30 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. J. STAHEL, 


Chief of Cavalry: 
I leave at 2.40 for the west. Col. R. F. Taylor remains in com- 
mand. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 19, 1864. 
General F. SIGEL: £ 


I have been directed to withdraw my cavalry from Halltown and 
Kearneysville, : 
R. FF. TAYLOR, 
Colonel, 


“ 
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: BEVERLY, April 19, 1864. 
Major-General S1GEL, Cumberland: 

Two deserters just in from Franklin, of Imboden’s brigade. They 
report Longstreet and corps near Richmond. After a battle in Kast 
Virginia, hnboden intends making a raid in this county with 10,000 
men. Staunton pike heavily blockaded in five places 50 miles from 
here. Food and forage very scarce. The deserters seem honest and 


intelligent. 
A. MOOR, 
Colonel. 


CULPEPER, April 19, 1864—11.45 a. m. 
Major-General BURNSIDE, Annapolis, Md. : 

Divert all troops you may now have on the way to Annapolis or 
yet to start, to Alexandria, and send a general there to take charge 
of them. Crittenden ranking Parke makes no difference. Under 
no circumstances would he command the corps. 

UL S-eRanT: 
LTieutenant-General. 


CULPEPER, April 19, 1864. (Received 9 p. m.) 
Major-General BuRNSIDE, Annapolis, Md. : 


Commence moving your troops, according to the directions you 
have received, on the 23d instant. 
Wl. GRAN 


Tieutenant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS,} HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS, 
Wo. 7. if Annapolis, Md., April 19, 1864. 
The Ninth Army Corps will be organized into four divisions, to be 
commanded as follows: 
First Division, Major-General Crittenden. 
Second Division, Major-General Parke. 
Third Division, Brigadier-General Willcox. 
Fourth Division (colored), Brigadier-General Ferrero. 
By command of Major-General Burnside : 
LEWIS RICHMOND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


3 WASHINGTON, Apri 19, 1864—4 p. m. 
‘Major-General Dix, New York: 

Cannot the Fourteenth New York Heavy Artillery be spared from 
your department ? Please send every available officer in your de- 
partment to clean out depots and recruiting stations of men ready to 
be sent to the field, and to telegraph daily to the Adjutant-General 
of the Army any unnecessary delays or neglects of duty. It is re- 
ported that recruits and furloughed men are kept back, especially in 
New York. It is of vital importance that every man be sent to his 


regiment with dispatch. . 
eo H, W. HALLECK, 


Major-General, Chief of Staff. 
68 RB R—-VOL XXXIT 7 , : ! 
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Fort Monroe, VA., April 19, 1864—10 p. m. | 
(Received 12 midnight.) 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: | 
When General Wilson was in charge of Cavalry Bureau I required | 
for 2,000 cavalry horses. He requested me to send inspectors, which : 
I did thirty days since. I have not received a single horse. It is | 
all-important that I should have them. My cavalry has important | 
work to do. Will you not please make an extra effort to furnish me | 
at least 1,000 forthwith ? My inspectors have been sent away from | 
Washington to inspect horses, I know not where. 
BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 
(Copy to General Grant, April 20.) 


Fort Monrog, Va., April 19, 1864—12 m. 
(Received 1 p. m.) 
Hon. E. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War: 

Several thousand recruits intended for regiments in my command 
are now at camps for recruits in the States of New York, Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut, New Hampshire, and Pennsylvania. There are 
more in New York than the other States. Will you please devise 
some means by which they can be sent to their regiments at once ? 
It is all-important to me that I should have them. I am satisfied 
that there is a great negligence and want of energy on the part of 
officers in charge of the camps. The recruits for General Gillmore’s 
command should be hurried here as fast as possible. 

; BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 


CULPEPER, April 19, 1864—8 p. m. 


(Received 8.40 p. m.) 
Major-General BUTLER, 


Fort Monroe, Va. : 

General Peck should be able to hold Plymouth with the force he 
has. You, however, will have to be the judge of what is best to do. 
The moment you move from Fort Monroe all rebel forces threaten- 
ing along the North Carolina coast will be withdrawn, and you can 
then bring away surplus troops to re-enforce your moving army.* 

U. 8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


Fort Monror, Va., April 19, 1864—10.30 a. m. 


(Received 11.10 a. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Haeck, 
Chief of Staff: 

General Gillmore informs me that owing to the affair in Florida 
he is short of artillery for his own department. Can there not be 
sent me Captain Kusserow’s New York battery, now at Harper’s 
Ferry, and also the Fourth New Jersey, now at Camp Barry ? 

Bs PU BUT ERR: 
Major-General. 


* This in answer to Butler’s dispatch of lla, m., p. 278, 
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| : PHILADELPRIA, Pa., April 19, 1864. 
(Received 9 p. m.) 


Brig. Gen. M. C. Meztas, 
Quartermaster-General : 


Side-wheel boats: John A. Warner (600 tons), 1,200 men; Ma- 
tilda (700 tons), 1,500 men ; George Weems (449 tons), 800 men ; 
Highland Light (291 tons), 600 men ; Pioneer (256 tons), 500 men ; 
Planter (400 tons), 800 men; Rockland (300 tons), 350 men; Key- 
port (350 tons), 350 men ; Favorite (350 tons), 300 men ; Tallaca (400 
tons), 600 men ; Champion (309 tons), 600 men; Kent (281 tons), 
400 men ; Winona (600 tons), 1,000 men ; Wyoming (400 tons), 500 
men; Portsmouth (400 tons), 500 men; Jefferson (400 tons), 500 
men; Kingston (400 tons), 500 men. 

Propellers : Rebecca Barton (350 tons), 400 men ; Mayflower (220 
tons), 350 men; a sea steamer (140 tons), 200 men; Leader (200 
tons), 200 men ; Wallace (190 tons), 200 men ; Cahill (195 tons), 200 
men ; New York (200 tons), 350 men ; Brayerly (170 tons), 200 men ; 
Mayflower (200 tons), 300 men ; Beverly (190 tons), 200 men ; Emma 
(185 tons), 200 men. 

Steam-tugs : Hutchins, Delaney, Palmer, Tempest, Ajax, Mary 
Freeman, Vatterlin, Bishop ; 50 canal barges, average capacity, 150 
men. 

Should judge I had comfortable transportation for 20,000 men, 
and steam-tugs sufficient for towing barges. ' If required I can obtain 
more propellers and barges. From this date all ordered to Fort 
Monroe. Unless otherwise ordered, will leave early to-morrow for ° 


New York. 
GEO. D. WISH, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, April 19, 1864. 


Commander F. A. PARKER, 
Commanding Potomac Flotilla : 


Sir: I havethe honor to forward you acopy of adispatch received 
from the proyost-marshal at Eastville, Va. : 


EASTVILLE, April 18, 1864—12 p. m. 
Maj. R. 8. Davis, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
- Tam informed by a rebel mail-carrier, captured to-day, that guerrillas are pre- 
paring for a raid at some spot between the Piankatank and Saluda, Middlesex 
County. I presume this raid is intended for this shore, if on foot as represented. 
Further information leads me to believe the information correct. 
FRANK J. WHITE, 
Major and Provost-Marshal. 


This dispatch is sent for your information and such action as you 
_ may think proper. 
I have the honor to be,,your obedient servant, 
A. F. PUFFER, 
Captain and. Aide-de-Camp., 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. Dept. or VA. AND N. C., 
No. 109. t Fort Monroe, Va., April 19, 1864. 


I. Maj. Gen. William F. Smith, U. 5S. Volunteers, is hereby as- 
signed to the command of the troops and camps of instruction at 
Yorktown and Gloucester Point. 

II. Brig. Gen. I. J. Wistar is hereby relieved from command at 
Yorktown, and will report to General Smith. , 

Ill. Brig. Gen. William T. H. Brooks, U. 8. Volunteers, will re- 
port to Maj. Gen. William F. Smith for duty at Yorktown. 


* * * * * * * 


VI. Brig. Gen. I. N. Palmer, U. 8. Volunteers, will assume com- 
mand of the District of North Carolina, relieving Maj. Gen. John J. 
Peck, U. S. Volunteers. 

VII. Maj. Gen. John J. Peck is hereby relieved from the com- 
mand of the District of North Carolina, and will report at these 
headquarters. 

* * * * * * * 


By command of Major-General Butler : 
R. §. DAVIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, April 19, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. I. N. PALMER, 
Comdg. Army and Dist. of N. C., New Berne, N. C.: 

GENERAL: I am instructed by the commanding general to inform 
you, in view of your assuming command of the Army and District 
of North Carolina, and of the manifold difficulties lately arisen 
in the different departments, many of them, if allowed to remain in 
their present antagonistic position, clearly subversive of the inter- 
ests of the Government, that it is his desire and wish for you to at 
once take steps to inaugurate a system that may, in your best judg- 
ment, be the most speedy and effective for the purpose of restoring 
harmony among the various officials, and a speedy return to the 
good will and co-operation that can alone render their labor effective. 

Upon my representing your approval of the establishing of a gen- 
eral recruiting office for your department, he has appointed Major 
Kennedy as its head. Knowing your hearty indorsement of that 
gentleman for the position assigned him, the commanding general 
trusts that he may receive such instructions as will at once enable 
him to dispose of the questions heretofore existing between quarter- 
master’s department and recruiting officers, which has tended to 
retard the progress of both parties. 

In the provost-marshal’s department he will, in addition to the 
officer you may select as the successor of Captain Denny, also ap- 
point acompetent assistant, whose sole duty it shall be to take charge 
of all matters pertaining to the proper administering of the affairs 
of the contrabands. 

It is the desire of the commanding general that every exertion be 
made to assist and render effective the various recruiting stations 
through your department, and that the superintendent be particu- 
larly instructed to see that the families of recruits be promptly taken 


\ 
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care of, in accordance with previous orders. Should he suggest any 
change or modification of existing orders he will at once forward 
them, with your approval, to these headquarters. 

It is the intention of the commanding general to establish a pro- 
vost court in your department for the immediate disposition of all 
minor offenses. Should you have asuitable officer in your command 
for the position of provost judge you will please forward his name 
to these headquarters. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

. R. SHAFFER, 
Captain and Aide-de-Camp. 


APRIL 19, 1864, 
Colonel RIPLEY : 

Plymouth has been attacked. Keep your scouts out well on the 
roads to watch the enemy. Have a strong picket along the bank, so 
as to prevent any attempt on Macon. Hold the 400 colored men 
subject to your orders for defense temporarily. So distribute your 
men as to have all you can available for any service. Ask the naval 
commander to aid you in the protection of Morehead and other 


places. 
JOHN J. PECK, 
Major-General. 


APRIL 19, 1864—9.50 a. m. 
Colonel CLAASSEN, 
Commanding Outposts, &e. : 

The news is that Plymouth has now been attacked. General Wes- 
sells writes that he has had some fighting and lost some men. New 
Berne may yet be the point to look out for. 

PALMER, 


General. 


Camp PALMER, April 19, 1864. 
Lieut. W. L. WHEATON, 
New Berne: 

Captain Horn has returned and reports that the attack on his party 
was made by six companies of the Third North Carolina Cavalry 
and three companies of the Thirty-ninth Virginia Infantry. Two 

“pieces of artillery came up in two hours at 4 o’clock yesterday morn- 
‘ing. They retired toward Kinston, where he thinks they have gone 
JAS. W. SAVAGE, 
Colonel Twelfth New York Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 
Apri 19, 1864—10.20 a. m. 
General PALMER: 
Telegram received. I think Little Washington is the real point 
the rebels aim at. General Hoke is at Tarborough. I have had 
scouting parties out all night. General Corse has gone back at 


~ 
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Kinston, and I am satisfied that the rebels expected an attack from 
us. New Berne will not be surprised from this point, and unless I 
am flanked from my extreme left I can hold a very large force for 


a long time. ‘ 
P. J. CLAASSEN, 
Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 20, 1864. (Received 11.20 a. m.) 
The PRESIDENT : 

I have the honor to ask if power cannot be given me to commute 
sentences of death for the crime of desertion to discharge and im- 
prisonment, with forfeiture of all pay due, at the Dry Tortugas, Fla., 
during the war, whenever I consider the case to require it. 

If I can be empowered to do this, you will be spared a great deal 
of labor and the service will be benefited by the consequent speedy 
punishment of men whose cases do not, in my judgment, warrant 
the infliction of the death penalty. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


WaAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, April 20, 1864—4.40 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE G. MEADE, 
Commanding Army of the Potomac: 


Your telegram of this date, addressed to the President, has been 
referred to this Department, and in answer thereto the following 
order has been issued : 

Ordered, That in all cases of sentences of death by court-martial for the crime of 
desertion in the Army of the Potomac, Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, commanding, 
is authorized and empowered to commute the sentence of death to imprisonment 
(with forfeiture of all pay due) in the Dry Tortugas Fort during the present war, or 
to make such other commutation of sentence in lieu of the sentence of death as in 
each case justice and the benefit of the service may in his judgment require. 

By order of the President : 


EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 
A copy of this order will also be transmitted to you by mail. © 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 20, 1864—4.35 p. m. 
Major-General Mrapz, 
Headquarters Army of the Potomac : 


Set engineers to building block-houses at all the bridges bet: 
Bull Run and the Rappahannock, both included. They ctearaine 
put up with all rapidity. 
U. 8S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General, 


es 
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GENERAL eae Hpers. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
No. 20. April 20, 1864. 


_ I. General Orders, No. 100, of November 5, 1863, from these head- 
quarters,* prescribing the maximum allowance of transportation, 
camp and garrison equipage for thisarmy while in the field engaged 
in active operations, having been modified in some particulars, the 
order as modified is republished, and its provisions will be strictly 
conformed to, the following being now the established maximu 
allowance of transportation and camp equipage, viz: 

1, For the headquarters of an army corps, 2 wagons or 8 pack- 
mules for baggage, &c.; 1 two-horse wagon, 1 two-horse spring 
wagon, and 10 extra saddle-horses for contingent wants ; 1 wall-tent 
for the personal use and office of commanding general, 1 wall-tent 
for every 2 officers of his staff. 

2. For the headquarters of a division, 1 wagon or 5 pack-mules for - 
baggage, &c. ; 1 two-horse wagon, 1 two-horse spring wagon, and 5 
extra saddle-horses for contingent wants ; 1 wall-tent for personal 
use and office of commanding general, 1 wall-tent for every 2 officers 
of his staff. 

3. For the headquarters of a brigade, 1 wagon or 5 pack-mules for 
baggage, &c. ; 1 two-horse spring wagon and 2 extra saddle-horses 
for contingent wants ; 1 wall-tent for personal use and office of com- 
manding general, 1 wall-tent for every 2 officers of his staff. 

4, To every 3 company officers, when detached or serving without 
wagons, 1 pack-mule ; to every 12 company officers, when detached, 
_1 wagon or 4 pack-mules ; to every 2 staff officers, when not attached 
to any headquarters, 1 pack-mule ; to every 10 staff officers serving 
similarly, 1 wagon or 4 pack-mules. 

The above wagons and pack-mules will include transportation for 
all personal baggage, mess-chests, cooking utensils, desks, papers, 
&c. The weight of officers’ baggage in the field, specified by Army 
Regulations, will be reduced so as to bring it within the foregoing 
schedule. Allexcess of transportation and camp and garrison equi- 
page now with army corps, divisions, brigades, regiments, or batteries 
over the allowance herein prescribed will be immediately turned 
- into the quartermaster’s department. 

5. Commissary stores and forage will be transported by the trains. 
When these are not convenient of access, and when troops act in de- 
tachments, the quartermaster’s department will assign wagons or 
pack-mules for that purpose ; but the baggage of officers or of troops 
or camp equipage will not be carried in the wagons or on the pack 
animals so assigned. 

6. For each regiment of infantry or cavalry and battalion of heavy 
_ artillery, for baggage, camp equipage, &c., not to exceed 2 wagons, 
’ 3 wall-tents for field and staff, 1 shelter-tent for every other commis- 
- sioned officer, anid 1 shelter-tent for every 2non-commissioned officers, 
soldiers, servants, and camp followers. 

7. For each battery, for personal baggage, mess-chests, cooking 
utensils, desks, papers, &c., 1 wagon, 2 wall-tents for officers ; shelter- 
tents, same allowance as for infantry and cavalry regiments. 

8. For artillery ammunition trains, the number of wagons will be 
determined and assigned upon the following rules: Multiply the 
number of 12-pounder guns by 122 and divide by 112; multiply the 
number of rifled guns by 50 and divide by 140; multiply the num- 


*See Vol, X XIX, Part II, p. 420.. 
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ber of 20-pounder guns by 2; multiply the number of 44-inch guns 
by 24; multiply the number of rifled guns in horse batteries by 100 
and divide by 140. For the general supply train of reserve ammu- 
nition of 20 rounds to each gun in the army, to be kept habitually 
with the Artillery Reserve, the following formula will apply : Multi- 
ply the number of 12-pounder guns by 2U and divide by 112; multiply 
the number of rifled guns by 20 and divide by 140. To every 1,000 
men, cavalry, infantry, and heavy artillery, for small-arm ammu- 
nition, 5 wagons ; for Artillery Reserve, for carrying fuses, primers, 
and powder, 2 wagons. 

9. The supply trains will be as follows: To each 1,000 men, cavalry, 
infantry, and heavy artillery, for forage, subsistence, &c., 9 wagons, 
sufficient to carry ten days’ supply, one day’s salt meat, net weight, 


included. To each cavalry division, exclusively for forage, 50 | 


wagons; to each battery, for its proportion of subsistence, forage, 
&c., 3 wagons; to each horse battery, for the same purpose, 4 
wagons; to every 25 wagons of the artillery ammunition train, 5 
wagons additional, for forage of animals of ammunition and addi- 
tional wagons, baggage, camp equipage, and subsistence of wagon- 
masters and teamsters. Ammunition trains shall be laden with 
ammunition exclusively, so far as practicable. Baggage of drivers 
of wagons composing them will be carried in the additional wagons 
allowed for that purpose. 

To each brigade of cavalry, infantry, and artillery, of not less than 
1,500 men, for hospital supplies, 3 wagons; for every 1,000 men 
additional, 1 wagon; to each army corps, except the cavalry, for 
intrenching tools, 6 wagons; to each army corps headquarters, for 
subsistence, forage, and other stores not provided for herein, 3 
wagons ; and to each division headquarters, 2 wagons; to each bri- 
gade headquarters, 1 wagon for similar purposes ; to each brigade of 
cavalry, artillery, and infantry, for commissary stores for sales to 


officers, | wagon ; for the ambulance train of each division, 2 wagons; 


for the ambulance train of an independent command less than a 
division, batteries excepted, 1 wagon; to each division of cavalry 
and infantry, for armorer’s tools, parts of muskets, extra arms, and 
accouterments, 1 wagon. It is expected that each ambulance and 
each wagon, except those of the artillery ammunition train, will 
carry the necessary forage for its own team. 

10. If corps, division, and brigade commanders take their guards 
or escorts from commands already furnished with the full allowance 
of transportation a corresponding amount should betaken with them 
to headquarters ; but if they have not been provided for at all, then 
a proper number of wagons will be transferred by the depot quar- 
termaster, on the requisition of the chief quartermaster, certified to 
and approved by the commanding general. As a rule, neither quar- 
termaster nor commissary sergeants will be allowed to ride public 
horses. 

IJ. It has been decided that there is no advantage to the service, 
commensurate with the expense, in keeping up regularly organized 
pack trains, with mules independent of the wagons. Pack-saddles, 
not to exceed 400 to a corps, will be carried in the wagons of the 
trains, When it becomes necessary to pack officers’ baggage, rations, 
or ammunition, for short distances, over rough roads and broken 
country, pack trains will be made up temporarily by taking the 
mules from the wagons, not to exceed 2 to any one wagon. There 


i 
; 
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will be allowed to each corps 50 extra mules, to supply losses on 

marches and for use in packing. 

Ill. The following modification of paragraph 1121, Revised Army 
Regulations, approved by the War Department, General-in-Chief, 
Quartermaster-General, and the general commanding, is hereby es- 
tablished, so far as relates to this army, and will be observed until 
otherwise ordered : The maximum allowance for forage per day will 
be, for horses, 10 pounds hay and 14 pounds grain; for mules, 10 
pounds hay and 11 pounds grain ; and when short forage only can 
_be procured, 15 pounds of grain for horses and 13 pounds of grain 

for mules will be issued as the daily ration. For a campaign the 
above order will not apply. The wagons willcarry only the march- 
ing ration (10 pounds average to each animal per day). This in- 
creased allowance of grain is intended to be fed only when the 
animals are at rest, after long marches, and when the allowance of 
hay cannot be procured. 

__ LY. Private property shall not be taken except when required for 
the public service, and then only on the written order of the general 
commanding the army, a general commanding a corps, or other 
independent commander. A copy of the order and receipt for the 
property taken must be left with the owner thereof, and a report of 
all property captured from the enemy or seized for the public serv- 
ice will be made monthly to the chief of the department, at these 
headquarters, to which it appertains. 

By command of Major-General Meade : 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAc, 
OFFICE OF CHIEF QUARTERMASTER, 
Camp near Brandy Station, April 20, 1864. 
General M. C. MEiIas, 
Quartermaster-General U. S. Army, Washington : 

GENERAL : I have the honor to inclose copies of two orders issued 
from these headquarters for your information. The special order is 
a confidential one.* 

The spring wagons are on hand, and, by existing orders, one for 
the transportation of paymasters, their clerks, funds, and other nec- 
essary contingent wants. There is a great scarcity of hay, but we 

have about ten days’ grain on hand. 
| I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
RUFUS INGALLS, 
Brigadier-General, Chief Quartermaster. 


{Iinclosure. ] 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
No. 111. April 20, 1864. 

The following instructions respecting the supplies to be provided 
for the approaching campaign are published for the guidance of 
corps and other independent commanders and the chiefs of the staff 
departments concerned : : 

1. Paragraph 2 of General Orders, No. 13, of March 30, 1864, from 
these headquarters, is so far modified as to direct that 150 rounds of 


*The other was General Orders, No. 20. See p. 919, 
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small-arm ammunition per man be kept constantly on hand. Fifty 
rounds will be carried on the person, 40 rounds of which will be in 
the boxes; the remaining 10 rounds will not be issued until march- 
ing orders are received. One hundred rounds per man will be car- 
ried in the supply trains. 

2. Three days’ full rations will be kept in the haversacks, and 
three days’ rations of bread, coffee, sugar, and salt in the knapsacks. 
Ten days’ small rations and one day’s salt meat will be carried in the 
supply trains. Thirteen days’ beef on the hoof will be taken. The 
three days’ small rations to be carried in the knapsacks will not be 
issued until marching orders are received. They will, however, be 
kept on hand ready for issue. 

3. Ten days’ forage will be taken in the supply trains and other 
wagons. 

4. All commanders are notified that the rations must be made to 
last the full time for which they are issued. No new issues will be- 
authorized under any pretext whatever until the expiration of the 
time for which the original issues were made. 

5. Corps and other independent commanders will issue the most 
stringent instructions to prevent this order being made public or 
placed where newspaper correspondents can have access to it. Any 
officer convicted of allowing it to pass out of his hands will be 
severely punished. 

By command of Major-General Meade : 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WasuHineton, D. C., April 20, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. H. J. Hunt, 
Commanding Artillery, Army of the Potomac: 

GENERAL: I have been instructed to organize the siege train as pro- 
jected by yourself, my regiment (First Connecticut Heavy Artillery) 
being detailed. Might it not be well to add some eight or ten 8-inch 

howitzers, either as an addition or perhaps in lieu of some of the 
mortars ? Comstock advised me to write to you about this, and also 
to suggest that my present brigade (First and Second Connecticut) 
be both ordered on the duty. My regiment is now full, but in’a 
month will lose 400 men by expiration of time of service. The 
Second Connecticut is commanded by Colonel Kellogg, a major in 
the First on the Peninsula, and such an arrangement would be highly 
desirable, He has about 1,700 men. I suppose no orders are at pres- 
ent required to effect this, but if it meets your approval when the 
time comes I shall be much pleased. My address is Engineer Bureau, 
War Department, Washington. 

Your obedient servant, 
HENRY L. ABBOT, 
Colonel First Connecticut Heavy Artillery. 


Pony Movuntatn, April 20, 1864—10.30 a. m. 
Captain MERRILL : 
Column of infantry, 1,000 strong, without wagons, passed Somer- 
ville Ford at 9 o’clock, going by river road toward Rapidan Station. 
Enemy continue digging on Clark’s Mountain, All quiet. 


AINE. 
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Stony Mountain, Aprii 20, 1864—10.45 a. m. 
Captain MERRILL: 
All quiet. The enemy are at work on the heights, directly in rear 


of Raccoon Ford, extending the intrenchments heretofore reported. 
TAYLOR. 


) Stony Mountain, April 20, 1864—11 a. m. 
Captain MERRILL, 
Chief Signal Officer: 

Enemy has broken ground for four new batteries on the heights 
little above Raccoon Ford; also is strengthening intrenchments be- 
hind Somerville Ford, at the base of Clark’s Mountain. All quiet. 
No change in camps. 

TAYLOR. 


; GARNETT’S Mountain, April 20, 1864. 
Captain MERRILL: 


Enemy are busy enlarging new work near Raccoon Ford. All 


quiet. 
FULLER. 


Stony MowuntaIn, April 20, 1864—5 p. m. 
Captain MERRILL, 
Chief Signal Officer: 

The enemy are pushing their works with vigor to-day. The works 
under construction at Raccoon Ford are intrenchments or rifle-pits 
instead of batteries as reported this a.m. All quiet. 

TAYLOR, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 20, 1864. 
Brigadier-General GREGG, 
Commanding Second Cavalry Division: 

I want you to concentrate your command at Three-Mile Station, 
on the Warrenton railroad, as soon as possible. Place your camps 
so as to have as little picket duty to perform as possible. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 20, 1864. 
Brigadier-General WILSON, 
Commanding Third Cavalry Division: 
General Meade authorizes me to withdraw the vedettes of cavalry 
along the Rapidan River, substituting small detachments at the dif- 
ferent fords, You will accordingly make the disposition. Detach- 
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ments at the fords should be placed so asto prevent their capture 
by the enemy. Detachments can now be relieved at all the fords. 
Please send me the strength of the cavalry at the fords. Fords must 


be closely watched. 
Pp. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
April 20, 1864. 


Major-General SHERIDAN: 
It will take more men to substitute small detachments at the fords 


than we have there now, and I presume your desire is to reduce the 
pickets of this command, it being smaller since Custer left. The 
river is full of blind fords and requires all the vedettes we now have — 


watching it to insure safety; besides, the infantry are too far in 

the rear to render any assistance whatever, and we must rely on 
_ vedettes to give timely intimation to our outposts. We have 210. 
men on picket from Second Brigade, and I do not think this force 
could be weakened by us, unless the infantry advance, without great 
danger. I will be over to see you on the subject early to-morrow; 
in the mean time will not change. 

T.-M> BRYAN, Jr 


Colonel, Commanding. 


PICKET RESERVE, 
Near Grove Church, April 20, 1864. 
Capt. L. SIEBERT, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brig., Third Div., Cavalry Corps: 


Captain: I have the honor to report that all remains quiet on my 
lines, and that we have not been disturbed. The patrols which I 
have sent out during the day and night have failed to discover any- 
thing suspicious. We have been informed that the Fredericksburg 
Se has been destroyed, and that the last rail has been taken 
off. : 
Very respectfully, yours, 

OTTO HARHAUS, 
Col. Second New York Cavalry, Comdg. Picket Post. 


_ Hpgrs. Pa. RESERVES, THIRD Div., 5TH ARMY CORPS, 
Apru 20, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. FREDERICK T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Fifth Army Corps: 


CoLONEL: I have the honor to inclose statement* of Captain 
Allen, Company G, Sixth Regiment Pennsylvania Reserves, and 
respectfully request that a decision of the War Department as to the 
time of the muster out of the men of this division may be had, in 
order that the question may be finally disposed of. In addition to 


* Did not accompany this communication, 
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the 2 men mentioned in Captain Allen’s statement, 5 other men of 
the same regiment, whose three years from date of enrollment have 
expired to-day, refuse to do duty. These men are all in arrest, and 
will be tried for mutiny if it is decided that they are’not entitled to 
a discharge, which they claim for the following reasons: That the 
time of their comrades who have re-enlisted as veterans was calcu- 
lated from the date of enrollment, otherwise many would not have 
been eligible ; that the Pension Bureau, in granting pensions to those 
of the division who have been disabled, has calculated the time from 
date of enrollment, otherwise numbers of men who have received 
pensions would not be entitled to receive such, not having served 
two years; that their comrades transferred to the regular service, 
under orders at Berlin in the fall of 1862, have been discharged, three 
years having elapsed from date of enrollment; that three years have 
elapsed since the date of enrollment in the caption of one of the col- 
umns of their original muster-roll, and consequently they are entitled 
to their discharge under paragraph 14 of ‘‘instructions for making 
muster-rolls, &c.,” issued by the War Department November 20, 
1863, 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. McCANDLKSS, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


[Indorsement. | 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 24, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded for the action of the War Department. 

The Pennsylvania Reserves are a peculiar organization, having 
been regularly mustered into the service of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, and afterward transferred to the United States. One of the 
regiments, First Pennsylvania Rifles, were never mustered into the 
U.S. service, but have been held on their muster into the State 
service, which provided for their transfer to the United States, 

My experience is decided that it is inexpedient and impolitic to 
retain men beyond the period which they honestly believe they are 
entitled to a discharge, and I would therefore recommend the Re- 
serves be discharged from the date of enrollment or muster into the 
State service. It is of the utmost importance that a speedy decision 
thereon be made, as there are symptoms of disorder and mutiny ap- 
pearing in thiscommand. I beg to be advised of the decision by 


telegraph. 
GEO. G. MEADE. 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., April 20, 1864. 
Major-General AUGUR: ; 
Lieutenant-General Grant directs that the provisional regiment 
organized from Second Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery be sent to 
Alexandria, to relieve troops now there row Army of the Potomac, 
ich will be sent to their proper commands. 
ee ea ee BrP H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff, 


| 
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(Received 10.10 a. m., 21st.) _ 

Lieut. Col..J. H. TAYLor, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

I have the honor to report all quiet. The scouting parties sent! 
out under command of Colonels Lowell and Grimshaw have re- 
turned. Colonel Lowell captured 11 prisoners and lost 1 man killed! 
and 3 slightly wounded in a skirmish at Leesburg. Will report 


more fully to-morrow. | 
R. O. TYLER, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


| 
Farrrax Court-Hovuse, April 20, 1864. | 
| 


Hpagrs. Second Division, NintH ARMY CORPS, 
Annapolis, Md., April 20, 1864. 
Col. S. G. GRIFFIN, 
Comdg. Second Brig., Second Div., Ninth Army Corps: 


CoLONEL: I am instructed by the major-general commanding di- 
vision to inform you that the following-named regiments have been 
assigned to your command, and their commanding officers ordered 
to report to you for orders: Sixth New Hampshire Volunteer In- 
fantry, Ninth New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry, Eleventh New 
Hampshire Volunteer Infantry, Thirty-first Maine Volunteer In- 
fantry, Thirty-second Maine Volunteer Infantry, Seventeenth Ver- 
mont Volunteer Infantry. 

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
SAML. WRIGHT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
GENERAL ORDERS, } Hpagrs. DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
INO aL. ‘ Cumberland, Md., April 20, 1864. 


The following authorities from the War Department, Adjutant- 
General’s Office, are republished for the information of all concerned: 


* * * Every department and army commander will cause to be transferred, 
as speedily as possible, to the nearest naval station named in General Orders, No. 91, 
all enlisted men who desire to enlist in the Navy, and who fulfill the conditions re- 
quired in General Orders, No. 91, without regard to the restriction in said orders as 
to reduction of regiments and companies below the minimum organization, which 
restriction is removed.—Paragraph 2, General Orders, 128, current series, War 
Department. 

* * * The discharge and final statements for pay for all men forwarded to 
naval stations for enlistment in the Navy in obedience to General Orders, Nos. 91 
and 123, should be made out by the proper officers, and put in the hands of the officer 
who conducts the men to the naval station. The Paymaster-General will designate 
an officer of his department, who will pay, at each naval station, all the transferred 
men who may be accepted by the naval authorities, everything due them from the 
Army up to the date of their discharge by transfer to the Navy. The discharge 
papers of such men as are sent back to their companies because they are not accepted 
by the Navy will be canceled.—Circular, No. 32, War Department, Adjutant-Gen- 
eral’s Office, April 4, 1864. 


In order that the provisions of the foregoing may be carried inte 
effect, commanding officers of divisions and separate brigades will 
respectively designate an officer to whom shall be addressed all appli- 
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cations, from enlisted men of their commands, for transfer to the 
Navy, and who will examine and determine from them, according 
to the qualifications of the applicants as prescribed by General 
Orders, No. 91, War Department, current series, what men are 
proper subjects for transfer. 

As fast as selections are made division and separate brigade com- 
manders will cause the men to be sent, under suitable conduct, with 
descriptive lists and accounts of pay and clothing, to Baltimore, Md., 
where they will be turned over to the naval commandant at that 
station. Daily reports by telegraph of the number of men thus 
transferred will be made to these headquarters. 

By order of Major-General Sigel : 

THAYER MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Harper's Ferry, April 20, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of West Virginia: 

I have yet received no written orders relating to the Sixth Mich- 
igan Cavalry ; expect them next train. Last night at 10 o’clock Cap- 
tain Deane, commanding company of Sixth Michigan, sent me-word 
that, having been left alone on the line with 60 men by the with- 
drawal of Colonel Taylor’s men, he had retired to Halltown and 
wished orders. I ordered him to withdraw to a point near Bolivar 
Heights, throw out pickets, and wait for orders. He is now there. 
This leaves the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad much exposed, and 
almost at the mercy of the rebels. 

MAX WEBER, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Hpagrs. First INFANTRY DIVISION, DEPT. oF W. VA., 
Webster, W. Va., April 20, 1864. 
Capt. THAYER MELVIN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Cumberland, Md. : 

CaprTain: I have the honor to state, for the information of the com- 
manding general, that his telegrams to me regarding movements of 
my troops, dated the 19th instant, were not delivered to me by the 
telegraph operator until twenty minutes before 10 a.m. to-day. I 
have sent you a telegram to-day to the same effect as this communi- 
cation, which, if you do not receive, I should like to be informed of. 


I am, captain, very respectfully, 
J.C. SULLIVAN, 


Brigadver-General. « 


Hpegrs. First INFANTRY DIVISION, DEPT. oF W. VA., 
Webster, W. Va., April 20, 1864. | 
Capt. THAYER MELVIN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of W. Va., Cumberland, Md. : 
CapraiIn: General Ord left without giving me any definite and 
full instructions in regard to the organization of my command, and 
without directing me how to act, Will you have the kindness to _ 
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furnish me with copies of such orders and instructions as it may be 
necessary for me to know, in order to have my command properly 
in readiness for the duty required of it? Ihave no orders relative to 
the amount of transportation allowed to the regiments and batteries. 
Tam not informed as to organization of the supply trains. I have 
no definite orders in regard to the organization of the pioneer and 
engineer corps. I do not like to give any orders affecting these 
organizations, from fear of interfering with some orders that may 
have been already given from department headquarters, and with 
which I am not acquainted. | 
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J.C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, April 20, 1864. 
General AVERELL: 

We cannot make any change in regard to the First Virginia and 
Fourteenth Pennsylvania, as this would defer the movement and 
would be contrary to my proposition to General Grant. [Iam very 
sorry, and would like to have you and your cavalry at Martinsburg, 
but under the present circumstances I cannot do what pleases me 
best. ~ Please telegraph to me from all your stations. 

F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, April 20, 1864. 
' (Received 1.40 p. m.) 
Major-General STAHEL : 

I am just notified by railroad agent that transportation for the 
cavalry and an infantry regiment is ready at Webster and Clarks- 
burg. Tell General Averell to make his arrangements and to order 
what cavalry he wants to embark at Clarksburg. 

F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, April 20, 1864, 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL : 

General Grant has ordered other disposition. Please take the first 
train eastward to-day, and I shall take the first train westward to 
meet you at Oakland. Acknowledge receipt. 

JUL. STAHEL, 
Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, April 20, 1864. 
General AVERELL : 


We would gain no time by meeting at Oakland. Iwill go to Graf- 
ton or you come up, to be here at 10 a, m, Please answer what you 


prefer, 
JUL. STAHEL, 
Major-General, 


o 
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GRAFTON, April 20, 1864. 
Major-General STAHEL, 
Chief of Cavalry : 
I will wait at Grafton. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


GRAFTON, April 20, 1864. 
; (Received 1.15 a, m., 21st.) 
Maj. Gen. JULIUS STAHEL : 
Here. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


GRAFTON, Va., April 20, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL, 
Grafton, Va.: 
’ You will please order the First Virginia and Fourteenth Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry to proceed without delay by railroad to Parkersburg, 
and.thence by land to Charleston, Va., to report to Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Crook. The detachments now at Webster and Clarksburg of 
the First New York Veterans, First New York (Lincoln), and 
Twenty-first New York Cavalry, you will order back to Martins- 
burg, Va., as soon as transportation can be furnished; if General 
Crook desires Ewing’s battery you will send it to him. 
JUL. STAHEL, 
Major-General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 20, 1864. 
(Received Cumberland, 12.20 a. m., 21st.) 


Lieut. THomas H. WELLSTED, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 


Everything quiet along the line. Scouts not returned. Another 
scout starts to-morrow morning at 3 o’clock for Berryville and 
Snicker’s Ferry. I have ordered 25 cavalry to Kearneysville and 
25 men to Duffield’s to operate with the infantry. 
| Rs PA YILOR; 

Colonel. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 20, 1864—10.40 a. m. 
Major-General Pops, 
Milwaukee, Wis. : 
Lieutenant-General Grant directs that you send all the infantry 
you can possibly spare to Washington at once. é 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 
59 R R—VOL XXXIII 
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j 
WasuHineton, D. C., April 20, 1864—11 a. m, 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, : 
: Fort Monroe: 
Please telegraph as soon as General Gillmore reports in perso; 
The Cavalry Bureau cannot at present fill your requisitions ar 
those of the Army of the Potomac. General Grant will decid 
which shall havethe preference. 


j 


H. W. HALLECK, @| 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


Fort Monroe, Va., April 20, 1864. | 

(Received 2 p. m.) | 

Maj. Gen. H. W. Hauck, | 

Chief of Staff: | 

Telegram received. General Gillmore writes he will not be ab 

to report for some days. From the tenor of his letter and tl 

necessary delays he speaks of I should judge it would be ten day 
He did not receive his orders until the 11th instant. 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 


Fort Monrog, Va., April 20, 1864—8.05'p. m. 
| (Received 10 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
LM Chief of Staff : 

Having sent two of my colored regiments to Point Lookout becaus 
of their fidelity as guards, that breaks up my division of colore 
troops. May I request to be sent me two colored regiments to su 
ply their place? There are two in Maryland which perhaps mid 
be spared. 

BEN. hs BW LEER 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpq@rs. KIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS, 
DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND N. CAROLINA, 
No. 47. \ Fort Monroe, Va., April 20, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. August V. Kautz, U.S. Volunteers, is hereby announce 
as chief of cavalry for this department, and will be obeyed ar 
respected accordingly. 
By command of Maj. Gen. B. F. Butler: 
HENRY T. SCHROEDER, 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } Hpgrs. DEPT. oF VA. AND N. C., 
No. 110. { Fort Monroe, Va., April 20, 1864. 
* * * * * re - 


VIII. Brig. Gen. E. W. Hinks is hereby relieved from commar 
at Point Lookout, Md., and will report to Maj. Gen. William | 
Smith, at Yorktown. 
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“ 


UNION. pe gok 


_ Col, A. G. Draper, Thirty-sixth U. 8. Colored Troops, will assume 
command at Point Lookout. 
IX. Brig. Gen. G. Marston will report to Maj. Gen. W. F. Smith, 


at Yorktown. 


* * * * * * * 


XII. Brig. Gen. E. A. Wild is hereby relieved from the command 
of Norfolk and Portsmouth and will proceed to Camp Hamilton and 
assume command of all the troops there. 

XIII. Brig. Gen. Charles K. Graham will assume command of the 


U.S. forces at Norfolk and Portsmouth. 


By command of Major-General Butler: 
R. 8. DAVIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NoRTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, April 20, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. Aucust V. Kautz, 
Chief of Cavalry, Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina: 
GENERAL: You having been by general orders assigned to duty as 
chief of cavalry in this department, it is the desire of the command- 
ing general that you make your headquarters at or near Portsmouth, 


~Va., and take immediate command of all the cavalry in that district, 


organize and discipline it, that it may be made as effective as possible, 
with a view to active operations. It will be necessary to use part of 
the cavalry for the present to guard and picket the line of Albe- 
marle and Chesapeake Canal. You will apply at once to these head- 
quarters for whatever is necessary to render your command effective. 
I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. SHAFFER, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


—_——- 


Hpors. DEPT. oF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, April 20, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. CHARLES K. GRAHAM, 


Norfolk, Va.: 
GENERAL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to 


‘forward to you the inclosed order,* and to inform you at the same 


time that the order is not to apply to any of the troops now under 
the command of Brigadier-General Heckman, who is at present 
moving his forces to what is known as the inner lines of defense, 
which lines, with the heavy artillery stationed in the fortifications, 
are properly under your command. After properly dismantling the 
fortifications in his present front, General Heckman will leave Ports- 
mouth with his infantry forces, leaving the cavalry under the inde- 
pendent command of Brig. Gen. August V. Kautz, U.S. Volunteers, 
chief of cavalry in this department, and the defenses, with all the 


*See paragraph XIII, Special Orders, No, 110, p. 980. 
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| 
other troops, will be under your command. This letter is written to | 
prevent any conflict of jurisdiction until General Heckman is relieved, | 
which will be in a few days, or as soon as he completes the new lines | 
of defense. ; 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient | 


servant, : 
H. T. SCHROEDER, | 
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


Hpgers. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, April 20, 1864. | 
Brig. Gen. C. A. HECKMAN, | 
Getty’s Station : | 


GENERAL: The commanding general directs me to say that Brig. 
Gen. A. V. Kautz, chief of cavalry for this department, has been | 
ordered to you for the purpose of taking command of all the cavalry 
in your department. You will please render him all the information | 
and assistance you can to enable him to make the cavalry force as 
efficient as possible. General Graham has been ordered to relieve | 
General Wild and assume command of all the forces in Norfolk and | 
Portsmouth. This will give him the command of the troops intended 
for defense within your inner line. He is, however, instructed not 
to interfere with any arrangements you have made nor with any 
troops that may be within his district that heretofore belonged to 
your command, the intention being to have you command all your 
own district and as much of Norfolk and Portsmouth as will enable 
you to complete the inner line of defenses. As soon as this is done 
you will be relieved with your infantry force and ordered to another 
field, leaving General Graham in command of his district, together 
with all the defenses, and General Kautz in command of the entire 
cavalry force. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. W. SHAFFER, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS SUB-DISTRICT OF NEW BERNE, 
New Berne, N. C., April 20, 1864. 
Capt. J. A. Jupson, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


CapTaIN: I have the honor to inclose the available force now in 
and around this place. It will be seen by an examination of this 
paper that the only troops left for the defense of this place, exclusive 
of the troops on the outposts and the garrisoning of the different 
forts, are five companies of the One hundred and fifty-eighth New 
York Volunteers, five companies*of the First U. 8. Colored Troops, 
and 250 men of Colonel Scroggs’ regiment of colored troops, and the 
aggregate is only 3,860, or about one-third the number actually 
necessary to man the works and the line of intrenchments. 

If Plymouth has already fallen into the hands of the enemy, the 
troops recently seut from here to re-enforce that place will doubtless 
be stopped, and they will make a respectable re-enforcement for 
Roanoke Island. At any rate, these re-enforcements will not proba- 
bly be able to get into Plymouth. RS ol 
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_ This place is considered the most important of any place on the 
sounds of North Carolina, and a moderately respectable force should 
remain hereto protect it. The force now here can hardly be called 
sufficient, and I certainly could not advise any further depletion 
here. Until the rebel ram at Plymouth is put hors de service all 
the troops that we might place on steamers for the relief of that 
place will be, in my opinion, useless. 


Present for duty. 


17th Massachusetts Volunteers, provost guard, aggregate... ............-. eee 169 
19th Wisconsin Volunteers, aggregate .......... ss Shet'aley Sk sihecd lo ceca ants Ee Ree ate 288 
bth Rhodeisland)Artillery, ageregate 6 6.6 isc ces ee cess scenes as cieee seus 308 
2d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, aggregate............... cece eee ee ee eee 177 
1st U. S. Colored Troops (five companies), aggregate..............2022+ wees 400 
158th New York Volunteers (five companies), aggregate ......... ..... eee eee 27 
ZotowOL 5. colored Proops (Colonels Scroggs). classe deities, «croak atals soe eeeDU 
RUUlIe NC WwanOl keV, OLUNTCOLS ee seca re tersrsiiavs wie sle<) siete care foqeversin(oeyniacsl ot 2s clarence etre 64 
RS odaeN Gwe VOrk, ViOlUNLCLS.y OULPOSUS erate). ac onte > ch etes +o sleins esis wie setele es retelens 436 
158th New York Volunteers (five companies) ................ cece cece eee eee 249 
iethwNeway ork Cavalry, Outposts: ' sacs as tec atau agsiieeaines tice cde emneees 389 
POE Ne wAY OCkKeV OLUNUCETS .OULDOSESS. cachet cies acminai-ieta dopheartaee fae 60 
92d New York Volunteers, at Forts Anderson and Chase.................06+ 251 
SoMmNG wa wor kebaghtwA TuUlonyie.,. sac ccvecinila: 52 pect acls «spss “thes Dakeeraces 587 


Of the Nineteenth Wisconsin Volunteers, there is one company at 
Evans’ Mills, one company at Brice’s Creek, one company at Fort 
Gaston, one company at Fort Spinola, balance in camp. 

Of the Fifth Rhode Island Artillery, one company at Fort Steven- 
son, one company at Fort Rowan, two companies at Fort Totten, 
one company at Fort Gaston, one company at Fort Amory, one com- 
pany at Fort Spinola. 

Of the Second Massachusetts Volunteer Artillery, two companies 
at Fort Totten. 

_ Of the Ninety-second New York Volunteers, nine companies at 
Fort Anderson, one company at Battery Chase. 
Of the Ninety-ninth New York Volunteers, at Fort Union, 30 
men; at Fort Stevenson, one company. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I, N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General. 


Hpoers. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 20, 1864. 
Colonel RIPLey, 
Commanding Sub-district, &c., Morehead: 

We are threatened by the enemy and my forces are inadequate to 
‘guard the State of North Carolina. Plymouth is besieged and Gen- 
eral Wessells needs help. Under such circumstances it is my duty 
to take any that comes to hand, until the crisis is passed. My order 
is his protection against all parties for any delay. In all probabil- 
ity one, two, or three days’ detention will suffice. I had supposed 
that Colonel Scroggs would gladly come to the rescue of the cause 
of the country. If he declines you will place him in arrest and 
send the next officer in rank with the command to New Berne for 


temporary duty. jot eome ie 
Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 
April 20, 1864—9.25 a. m. 
Major-General PEcK, 
Commanding: 
I have two deserters from the Twenty-ninth Virginia; they con- 


firm what the others said. Little Washington and Plymouth are . 


to be taken, after which New Berne; but I am satisfied that six 
days’ subsistence is all they have. General Corse has gone back to 
Kinston. I am surmising that he will move on me as the work at 
other points progresses. I am seeking all the information I can, and 


will transmit. 
P. J. CLAASSEN, 
Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 


-HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, April 20, 1864. 
General PALMER, 
Commanding : 

I have the honor to acknowledge your telegram. I differ as to 
main attack, from certain dispositions of the rebel pickets on my 
front. I am now making arrangements to ascertain their move- 
ments, of which I will advise you. 

-P. J. CLAASSEN, 


Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 


New York, April 21, 1864. 
(Received 4.10 p. m.) 
‘Major-General HALLECK, 

; . Chief of Staff: 

About 2,800 troops can be sent on at once, and this does not in- 
clude recruits, the number of which I will ascertain this evening. 
The number of old troops to be sent can be increased if authority be 
given to call one or two selected regiments of State militia into the 
service for duty as guards, escorts, &c. I think that this should be 
done. The troops leaving will be advised that an officer will meet 
them at Washington depot to give them their immediate destination. 
General Stannard will telegraph to you of each detachment. 

ED. R. 8. CANBY, 
Brigadver-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 21, 1864—2.40 p. m. 
COMMANDING OFFICER ENGINEER BRIGADE: 

I wrote you by mail on the 19th in reply to your dispatch of that 
date, and at the same time requested that you would use the cipher 
when replying by telegraph to confidential communications. Land 
transportation will not be needed. The Fifteenth Regiment will go 
with the bridging. 

. AA, HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


| 
) 


| 
| 
| 
| 


F 
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ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE PoTomac, 

Apri 21, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. GtorcEe D. Ramsay, 

Chief of Ordnance, Washington, D. C.: 


GENERAL: I have at your request examined the proposition of 
Capt. A. Schwartz, aide-de-camp, for the introduction into our seryv- 
ice of short howitzers for vertical fire. 

As to the necessity, there are but few occasions in which the light 
— 12-pounder gun will not, by reducing the charge and giving high: 
elevations, perform the service required of the short howitzers. The 
caliber being smaller, a greater number of guns must be brought 
into requisition and a greater number of shells used, but these field 
batteries can supply. 

In the few cases in which the 12-pounder field gun cannot accom- 
plish the work of the proposed howitzers, from the enemy occupying 
hollows or low grounds which cannot be seen, or where he is be- 
hind works or cover at short ranges which the shells of the gun 
cannot reach, a few Coehorn mortars would answer the purpose re- 
quired. These mortars forma part of our system of artillery. Four 
of them, with their bed, can readily be carried in a common wagon ; 
they have ranges from 500 to 1,000 yards, and eight or a dozen of 
them, with 50 or 60 rounds each of ammunition, would, with the 12- 

ounders of an army corps or of an army, answer all the purposes 
Likely to be required. 

Ido not undervalue the howitzer for its special service, but I think 
the evil of adding to the number and variety of our kinds of guns 
and ammunition would outweigh the advantage. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY J. HUNT, 
Brigadver-General, Chief of Artillery, Army of the Potomac. 


; 


HEADQUARTERS FirrH ARMY CORPS, 
Apri 21, 1864. 


General HUMPHREYS: 

GENERAL: I would respectfully recommend that the signal station 
on Cedar Mountain be given up as a permanent station, and that the 
advanced brigade which I have be withdrawn to this vicinity. Ican 
then strengthen my present main infantry picket-line so as to be able 
to resist the approach of any advanced body, and all the cavalry ex- 
cept about one regiment for watching the principal approaches can 

-be withdrawn behind Culpeper. I feel sure that Ican then hold my 
‘position against any force until re-enforced. If this disposition 
should tempt the enemy across the Rapidan it could but result to 
our advantage. 

From personal observation I believe the station at Cedar Mountain 
cannot observe anything of importance to us better than the one at 
Pony Mountain. 

Very respectfully, yours, : 
: G. K. WARREN, 
Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Apri 21, 1864. 
Brigadier-General ToRBERT, Comdg. First Cavalry Dwision: 
Change your picket-line in accordance with verbal instructions of 
to-day, and with this addition: Extend your left as far as to guard 
Morton’s Ford, relieving the pickets of the Third Division to include 
that ford. This becomes necessary in order to equalize the picket- 
ing of the two divisions. 
. P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 21, 1864—6 p. m. 


(Received 9.50 p. m.) 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT: 


The troops are mostly on their way west and east, and the neces- 
‘sary arrangements are made at Parkersburg to ship the infantry. 
The cavalry and trains will go from Parkersburg by land to Charles- 
ton, where General Crook wishes that all troops from here should 
be sent. I sent him five infantry regiments and two regiments of 
cavalry under General Averell, which will make him about 10,000 
effective men. As soon as the troops at Martinsburg are assembled 
for the greater part I will go there. 

No information has been received in regard to important changes 
in the position of the enemy. Latest reports say that Early, with 
4,000 to 5,000 men, is in the vicinity and north and south of Staun- 
ton. The forces of Breckinridge are reported at La Fayette Station, 
10 miles west of New River bridge; are estimated at from 6,000 to 
8,000 men. They are stationed from Lynchburg to Saltville, and in 
front of this line to Greenbrier River. 

Deserters from Staunton say that General Early would take com- 
mand in the valley. They also report that they were left behind by 
Longstreet in June, 1863, at Staunton, and that they received orders 
at the commencement of this month to return to Tennessee to join 
Hood’s division. They say that Longstreet in person was at Rich- 
mond, but do not know whether his corps has gone East. It may be 
that Hood’s division has been left at or near Cumberland Gap, as re- 

_ ported by General Crook, and that the other divisions have gone to 
join Lee’s army. 

General Crook, to whom I sent the report of Breckinridge, says 
that this report is very correct as far as the country in his front is 
concerned. Colonel Babcock knows about this report, of which I 
have sent a copy to the Adjutant-General at Washington. 

F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


CLARKSBURG, April 21, 1864. 
; (Received 10 p. m.) 
Major-General STAHEL: _ 

Will it not be possible to furnish transports for my command at 
Parkersburg? It would save two days’ time and a hard march. I 
leave here at 7.30. The balance of the First Virginia go in the 
morning. 

WM. W. AVERELL, 


Brigadier-General. 


’ | 
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\ 
CLARKSBURG, April 21, 1864. 
(Received 10.30 p. m.) 
Major-General STAHEL, ; 
Chief of Cavalry : 

Have been unable to procure sufficient transportation, owing to 
the use of the cars by Genera] Sullivan’s command. Cannot say 
how long I shall be delayed. Have used every endeavor since [| 
received the order, but some of the cars promised to me have been 
taken by other commands. The Fourteenth Pennsylvania is gone, 
but 420 of the First Virginia and the wagons are yet to go. 

WM. W. AVERELL. 


WEBSTER, April 21, 1864. 
(Received 11 a. m.) 
Major-General STAHEL, 
Chief of Cavalry : 
Ewing’s battery is mentioned in the general’s telegram, but does 
not say where it is to be ordered. Please answer at Clarksburg. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, April 21, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL: 

All the transports required for the infantry; besides, your cavalry 
have to escort the train. Should, however, the train not be in readi- 
ness by the time your troops are ready to march, you will march on, 
but leave an escort of 100 men to go with the troops. 

JUL. STAHEL, 
Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, April 21, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL: 

General Crook is informed that you will take command of all his 
eavalry, including your two regiments, the First Virginia and 
Fourteenth Pennsylvania, in all eight regiments, and organize them 
into a division, ‘This organization will be permanent. AI other 
cavalry left in the central and eastern part of the State will be 
organized into another division. General Stahel misunderstood me 
in saying that the former organization will continue. 

F. SIGEL, 
Major-General, 


CUMBERLAND, April 21, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL : 

General Crook telegraphs that he does not want Ewing’s battery; 
you will order it to return to Martinsburg, as directed in General 
Stahel’s telegram of yesterday. 

By order of Major-General Stahel : 

THOS. H. WILLSTED, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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CHARLESTON, April 21, 1864—8 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. F. SIGEL, 
Cumberland: 

Your dispatch just received. I now think that the demonstration 
on Saltville will have to be abandoned for want of sufficient mounted 
force. I will not have over 2,500 effective cavalry. I will not be 
able to procure many horses by purchase in so short atime. My 
plan of advance is the same as the one you have suggested. Is it 
still the intention for me to advance from here on the 23d instant ? 
Neither the Kighth or Thirty-sixth Ohio Regiments have arrived 
here yet. Will the regiments you send here be fully prepared and 


supplied to take the field at once ? 
GEORGE CROOK, 


Brigadier- General. 


New York, April 21, 1864. 
(Received 4 p. m.) 
Hon, E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

The Fourteenth New York Heavy Artillery, 1,900 present; the 
Fourth [U.8.] Infantry, 329; the Eighth [U.8.] Infantry, 321; and 
the Tenth [U. 8.] Infantry, 263, will leave for Washington as soon 
as the necessary changes in the harbor can be made, all by Saturday 
or Sunday. General Dix is of the opinion that a regiment of the 
city militia should be called into the service, to furnish guards and 
escorts for deserters and stragglers, &c. I think the authority 


should be given. 
ED: Re Ss CANBY: 
Brigadier-General, ke. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 21, 1864—4.30 p. m. 


Major-General BUTLER, 
Fort Monroe: 

One thousand horses will be sent to you in preference to all others. 
After that Army of the Potomac must next be supplied. The colored 
troops in Maryland have been assigned to General Burnside. 

_ H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


Fort Monroe, Va., April 21, 1864—6 p. m. 
(Received 7.20 p. m.) 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy: 

Official dispatches, principally military, from Roanoke Island and 
New Berne, state that at 3a. m.on the 19th instant the rebels at- 
tacked’ Plymouth by land and with an iron-clad ram on the water. 
The Southfield was sunk and Miami disabled. Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Flusser was killed. The ram is below Plymouth and has 
possession of theriver. Firing was heard at New Berne in the direc- 
tion of Washington, N.C., and it was expected that Washington 


‘ 
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was attacked. An attack by land and water upon New Berne is 


apprehended. The ram I hope may not be able to pass Croatan 
Sound. Her draught is unknown. The Miami has much mor 


power than any wooden gun-boat that can be sent from here of 


suitable draught to enter the sound. 
rope ea bal alah 
Acting Rear-Admiral. 


(Copy to General Grant.) 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) Hpagrs. DEPT. oF VA. AND N. C., 
Nowlhi. if Fort Monroe, Va., April 21, 1864. 


I. Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry will report to Maj. Gen. William F, 
Smith, commanding at Yorktown. 

II. So much of paragraph XVI, Special Orders, No. 108, as assigns 
Brig. Gen. Israel Vogdes to the command of the Tenth Army Corps 
is hereby revoked. General Vogdes will report to Maj. Gen. Will- 
iam F. Smith, commanding at Yorktown, for duty. 

Il. Brig. Gen. Hiram Burnham will report for duty to Maj. Gen. 
William F. Smith, commanding at Yorktown. 


X. The Eighty-first, Ninety-sixth, Ninety-eighth, and One hun- 
dred and thirty-ninth New York Regiments will constitute the First 
Brigade, First Division, Kighteenth Army Corps, and the Tenth and 
Thirteenth New Hampshire, Eighth Connecticut, and One hundred 
and eighteenth New York Regiments will constitute the Second Bri- 
gade of the same division. Brig. Gen. W. T. H. Brooks is assigned 
to the command of the division. 

The Ninth New Jersey, Twenty-third, Twenty-fifth, and Twenty- 
seventh Massachusetts Regiments will form the First Brigade of the 


-* Second Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, and the Second ‘and 


Twelfth New Hampshire, Eleventh Connecticut, and One hundred 
and forty-eighth New York Regiments the Second Brigade of the 
same division. The ranking officer present with the troops of that 
division will be in command until further orders. 

k * * * * * * 


By command of Major-General Butler : 
Res DANES: 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Fort Monroe, Va., April 21, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. W.-F. SMITH : 

You will assign General Wistar to a brigade. General Butler 
desires that General Heckman be assigned to command the First 
Brigade,-Second Division, his present brigade. Please say to Gen- 
eral Hinks that General Butler desires to see him in the morning. 

J. W. SHAFFER, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 
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\ 
HEADQUARTERS OuTPostTs, April 21, 1864. 
General PALMER, 
Commanding : 

My scout has just returned; no immediate advance is immi- 
nent; shall send out again by midnight. Iam still under the im- 
pression that Little Washington will be attacked. Am also enter- 
taining the idea that Kinston has at this moment not a corporal’s 


guard. 
P. J. CLAASSEN, 
Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 


WASHINGTON, April 22, 1864—2.30 p. m. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va. : 

I have ordered two new regiments of cavalry at the depot to be 
equipped as infantry and turned over to General Burnside. After 
sending 1,000 horses to Butler it will not be possible to mount all of 
Burnside’s cavalry in time. It has been suggested that a part of 
General Meade’s cavalry, now here, could be equipped as infantry 
and sent to the front. As the transports for artillery and horses 


-can also carry men, would it not be well to send the fragments of 


the Tenth Corps to Fort Monroe, without waiting further for Gen- 


eral Gillmore’s arrival ? 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


CULPEPER, April 22, 1864. 
4 (Received 8.10 p. m.)y 
Major-General HALLECK : 


General Meade would prefer having his cavalry armed with car- 
bines and sent to the front, to be used on foot to support cavalry, 
guard trains, &c. He has given orders to use all the dismounted 


cavalry in that way. 
U. 8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 22, 1864—7.30 p. m: 
COMMANDING OFFICER SECOND CORPS: 


The commanding general desires that you will report to-morrow: 


morning to what extent your command is prepared for a rhovement. 
Have you the supplies and means of transportation prescribed by 


existing orders ? 
_ 8. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


(Sent also to commanding officers of the Fifth, Sixth, and Cav- 
alry Corps.) . 
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Stony MOUNTAIN SIGNAL STATION, 
ay April 22, 1864—10 a. m. 
Major-General HANCOCK : 
The enemy is at work this morning on the heights directly in rear 
of Raccoon Ford, extending the line of intrenchments heretofore 


reported. All quiet. 
TAYLOR, 
Captain and Signal Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 22, 1864—8.45 p. m. 
Major-General SHERIDAN : 

The commanding general directs that you immediately draw the 
supplies of ammunition, subsistence, and forage required by exist- 
ing orders to be kept on hand in your command. The knapsacks, 
rations, and ammunition to be carried on the person will not be 
issued till orders to move are received. Iam instructed to impress 
on you the necessity of making every preparation for the receipt of 
marching orders. Please acknowledge. 

8S. WILLIAMS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 22, 1864. 


General WILLIAMS, Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Your dispatch of 8.45 p. m. is received. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
, April 22, 1864. 
Commanding Officers First, Second, and Third Divisions Cavalry: 
I am instructed to impress on you the necessity of making every 
preparation for the receipt of marching orders. Prepareall the equip- 
ments of your mounted men, except carbines and pistols, for trans- 
ortation to the rear. Organize your dismounted men into foot 
attalions. Send off all surplus baggage for which transportation 


cannot be furnished by existing orders. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


Hpqgrs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 22, 1864. 
Colonel BRYAN, 
Commanding Third Division: 

Str : General Meade reports a movement of the enemy’s cavalry, 
and indicates a general movement of the enemy. I want the detach- 
ment at Grove Church to watch the lower fords of the Rappahan- 
nock vigilantly, and quickly report any movement they may see or 
hear of. 


Very respectfully, P. H. SHERIDAN 


Major-General, Commanding. - 


942 OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA.. W. VA., MD., AND PA, [Cuar. XLV. 


HEADQUARTERS-SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
April 22, 1864. 
Col. J. IRVIN GREGG, 
Commanding Second Brigade : 

CoLoNEL: The general commanding directs that you send to-day, 
and each day hereafter until further orders, ascouting party to War- 
renton. These parties should not approach Warrenton by the main 
road. but by the right or left of it,so as to be well concealed. The 
scouting parties must be sufficiently strong to overcome any force 
which Mosby would probably collect at Warrenton. The instruc- 
tions to be given the officer commanding such parties will be of such 
character as to restrain all plundering and marauding. The very 
greatest care will be taken to prevent the transmission of letters to 
and from citizens of Warrenton to parties within our lines through 
the scouting parties. Any officer commanding such a party and 
permitting any letters or other correspondence to be transmitted 
through his party will at once be arrested and charges preferred 
against him with view to his dismissal. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. C. WEIR, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 22, 1864—9.30 p. m. 


(Received 11.65 p. m.) 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8S. GRANT: 


Colonel Taylor, commanding cavalry force at Martinsburg, tele- 
graphs the following : 

Scouts from up the Shenandoah report a large force concentrating near Front 
Royal. No force this side of the river. 
' I believe that there is some truth in this statement, as refugees 
have arrived at Harper’s Ferry who say that troops of the enemy 
were concentrating at Luray, and that Longstreet had arrived at 
Charlottesville. Former reports say that Rosser’s brigade of cav- 
alry, about 2,000 strong, was at Luray. It may be his troops who 
have moved to Front Royal. We have now five regiments of infan- 
try at Martinsburg, with one battery and 700 cavalry. Two hundred 
cavalry and two batteries are on their way to that place. The troops 
for General Crook have commenced embarking on transports at 
Parkersburg this morning. 

F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Harper's Ferry, W. Va., April 22, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of West Virginia: 

I have information that Lieutenant Keyes’ Independent Virginia 
Rangers have returned from a scout to Wheatland, Waterford, and 
Lovettsville, and report no rebels, and all quiet in that portion of 
Loudoun County. The Sixth Michigan Cavalry are still at Bolivar 
Heights, awaiting orders for the Potomac army. 

Na, WEN? MAX WEBER, 
Brigader-General, Commanding. 
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, CUMBERLAND, April 22, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Webster : 

By telegram from Colonel Frost the general commanding is 
advised that General Averell has left Parkersburg for Charleston. 
It seems that the regiments are not arriving at Parkersburg as 
rapidly as was expected. In view of this, direct Colonel Frost to 
embark, if transportation is at hand, with the six companies of his 
regiment, turning over to the senior officer. remaining the instruc- 
tions he has heretofore received. 

By order of Major-General Sigel : 

T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


GRAFTON, April 22, 1864. 
(Received 9.40 a. m.) 
Major-General STAHEL : 

A detachment of the Twenty-first New York Cavalry arrived at 
Webster several days ago, but the commanding officer has never 
reported to me. By order of General Sigel, I directed a detail to be 
made from them to guard Captain Brownell’s cattle. I have given 
the order for Du Pont’s battery to embark. It will get off in a few 


hours, 
J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General. 


GRAFTON, April 22, 1864. 
(Received 9.45 a m.> 
Major-General STAHEL: 

Have the different detachments of cavalry in this vicinity been 
ordered to report tome? If so, please inform me what the different 
commands are, where they are, and who are the commanding officers. 

J.C.) SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier- General. 


GRAFTON, April 22, 1864. 
(Received 4.50 p. m.) 
Major-General STAHEL : 
Lieutenant-Colonel Tibbits, Twenty-first New York Cavalry, is in 
command of the remaining cavalry forces at Clarksburg. 
J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General. 


od 


CUMBERLAND, April 22, 1864. 
(Received Parkersburg, 2.08 p. m.) 
Brigadier-General AVERELL : 
Please inform me whether you have instructed the detachment of 
Twenty-first New York Cavalry to report to Brigadier-General Sulli- 
yan, as they have not yet reported. I have not information as to 
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who is left in command of the troops not accompanying you to 
Parkersburg, W. Va., or what time they will return to Martins- 


burg. Please inform me. 
JULIUS STAHEL, 
Major-General. 


PARKERSBURG, April 22, 1864. 
(Received 4.30 p. m.) 
Major-General STAHEL, 
Chief of Cavalry: 
Colonel Tibbits has orders to return to Martinsburg with the 
detachments which did not accompany me, as soon as transportation 


is furnished. 
WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


PARKERSBURG, April 22, 1864. 
(Received 4.50 p. m.) 
Major-General STAHEL, 
Chief of Cavalry: 

Colonel Tibbits, Twenty-first New York Cavalry, was left in com- 
mand of the detachments which did not come with me, at Clarksburg. 
The order was issued to him for the detachment of the Twenty-first 
New York to report to General Sullivan. I leave at 3.30 for Charles- 
ton. All necessary orders have been left for Colonel Schoonmaker. 

‘ WM. W. AVERELL, 
Brigadier-General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 22, 1864. 

, (Received 9.10 p. m.) 
Lieutenant WELLSTED, 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Scouts from up the Shenandoah report a large force concentrating 
near Front Royal. No force this side of the river. All quiet on 
_ picket-lines. 

R. F. TAYLOR, 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


GRAFTON, April 22, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL : < 


I am instructed by Major-General Sigel to send you the following 
copy of his telegram to me, in which the necessary instructions are 
contained relative to the troops at Parkersburg and the military 
commander of the city: 


; CUMBERLAND, April 2 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, ss Se 


Grafton : 

You will please appoint a colonel from one of the regiments sent to Parkersburg 
to act as commander of that place and to guard it with his regiment. He will be 
assisted by one of his officers, who will act as provost-marshal. The commander so 
appointed of the city will take all necessary measures to keep the soldiers in good 
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order and discipline. He will make the necessary arrangements to receive the 
troops as soon as they arrive by the trains, and select proper places outside of the 
city where they have to stay until they can be transported by boat. He will ap- 
prove the requisitions of the different regiments, except those of General Averell, 
if he should be present in the city. If such be the case the commander of the city 
will report to General Averell, and act under his orders as long as the general 
remains there. It isexpected from such commander that he will do all in his power 
to protect the people against depredations, and to prevent the soldiers from strag- | 
glingt He will make all reports to you by telegraph, and advise you of all impor- 
tant news, and such facts'as demand your attention. The commander of the city 
with his regiment will remain until all the troops have embarked, and issue such 
orders as he thinks necessary. Four companies of the Eleventh Virginia Regiment 
will remain at Parkersburg, after he has embarked, and await there further orders. 
It is not expected that you will go to Charleston. peeeaes 


Major-General. 


J. C. SULLIVAN, 
'  Brigadier-General. 


CHARLESTON, April 22, 1864—8 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. F. SIGEL, 
Cumberland: 

In my telegram to you yesterday I stated that my plan of advance 
was the same asthe one you suggested in your telegram of the 20th 
instant ; that was, to occupy Lewisburg and make an attack on 
the railroad. If circumstances will justify when I get there I 
may move on Lynchburg, keeping a sharp lookout for my left flank. 
Shall remain in that country, doing all the damage I can, until it is 
prudent to retreat ; or will be ready to take advantage of any suc- 
cess of our troops east. Do you want me to retreat in direction of 
Staunton or Lewisburg? Ishall leave but few troops at Lewisburg, 
so as to take all the force in front I can. 

GEORGE CROOK, 


Brigadier-General. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 22, 1864—3.30 p. m. 
Major-General BURNSIDE, 
Annapolis, Md.: 

The following battalions of the United States Infantry have been 
ordered from New York Harbor to this city, to be assigned to your 
- command: Four companies of Fourth U. 8. Infantry, 329 men ; 

eight companies of Eighth U. 8. Infantry, 321 men, and four com- 
_panies of Tenth U. 8. Infantry, 263 men. These troops will arrive 
‘here Sunday or Monday next. 

. J. C. KELTON, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WASHINGTON, Apri 22, 18@4—11.55 a. m. 
Major-General BURNSIDE, 
Annapolis, Md. : 
Officers have been sent out to inspect all hospitals and to send to 
their regiments all well men, replacing them by convalescents where 
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ossible, and where this cannot be done to telegraph to Colonel 
ardie for special orders. I think everything possible is being done 


to get them out. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 
7 \ 
GENERAL ORDERS, | HEADQUARTERS NINTH ARMY CORPS, 
No. 13. f Annapolis, Md., April 22, 1864. 

This corps will commence moving from this place at 6 o’clock on 
the morning of the 28d, in the following order: 

First, two battalions of the Third New Jersey Cavalry, then the 
four divisions in the order of ‘their numbers, each followed by its 
train, and lastly one battalion of the Third New Jersey Cavalry. 

Sufficient rear guard will be established by divisions and brigades 
to prevent all straggling, and the battalion of cavalry in the rear 
will act as rear guard to the entire command, and the commanding 
officer will see that all stragglers join their regiments. 

The line of march will be indicated by the advance cavalry. 

By command of Major-General Burnside : 

LEWIS RICHMOND, : 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CULPEPER, VA., April 22, 1864—11 p. m. 
(Received 9.40 a. m., 23d.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hauueck, Chief of Staff: 

General Butler reports that no iron-clads have yet gone to Fort 
Monroe. Will you please have inquiries made of the Secretary of 
the Navy if they are yet ready and wiil go soon ? 

\ U. 8. GRANT, 
LTneutenant-General. 


CULPEPER, VaA., April 22, 1864—7,30 pe, 
(Received 8.15 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hatuecr, Chief of Staff : 


It will be just as well to send General Gillmore’s men to Fort | 


Monroe, as you suggest, whenever vessels are going that can take 
them. I will answer you as soon as I can inquire of General Meade 
about sending his cavalry equipped as infantry. 
U.S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


CULPEPER, April 22, 1864—noon. 
(Received 2.30 p. m.) 
Major-General BuTLER, Fort Monroe: 

Your dispatch received. You must not let movements of the 
enemy interrupt carrying out your programme in the coming cam- 
paign. It would be better to evacuate Washington and Plymouth 
than to have your whole force neutralized defending them. ~ 

U.S. GRANTS 
Lieutenant-General, 


i 
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CULPEPER, VA., April 22, 1864—11 a. m. 


: (Received 2.45 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. Hauueck, : 
Ohief of Staff : 4 
Admiral Lee’s dispatch to the Secretary of the Navy has been sent 
to me for my information. J do not know the situation of affairs in 
North Carolina well enough to give positive instructions, but it 
appears to me there is no use of our holding Washington or Ply- 
mouth. It would be better to have the forces necessary to garrison 
those two places added to General Butler’s column of attack, which, 
if successful, will give back to us not only the coast, but probably 
most of the State. It may be that to evacuate now would com- 
promise Union men who have shown their Unionism in full faith 
that the country would never be given upto the enemy. I wish you 
would inquire of General Butler if the two points above mentioned 
can be abandoned as well as not, and, if so, give the order. 
U. 8. GRANT, 
Tneutenant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. Dept. or VA. AND N. C., 
No. 112. Fort Monroe, Va., April 22, 1864. 


X. Brig. Gen. E.W. Hinks will assume the command of all the 
troops at Camp Hamilton.* 
* * * * * * * 


By command of Major-General Butler : 
R. S. DAVIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS,} HEADQUARTERS TENTH ARMY CoRPs, 
No, 3: \ Gloucester Point, Va., April 22, 1864. 
In obedience to instructions from Maj. Gen. Q. A. Gillmore, the 
undersigned assumes temporary command of the Tenth Army Corps. 
Capt. Adrian Terry, U. 8. Volunteers, is announced as assistant 
adjutant-general at these headquarters. 
ALFRED H. TERRY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
fort Monroe, April 22, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. I. N. PALMER, 
Comdg. Dist. of North Carolina, New Berne, N. C.: 

GENERAL: I have been informed of the disaster to the naval force. 
I have had no report either from General Peck or yourself of any 
land attack, nor that either of you had heard from Plymouth. I 
wonder at the delay. Your posts are all fully armed, garrisoned, 
munitioned, and provisioned, and I have but one instruction, and 
that is hold them at all hazards, as you know the military proposi- 


*Paragraph XVII revokes paragraph VIII of Special Orders, No. 110. See p. 930, 
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tion is that a post is only worth what it costs the enemy to take it. 
Now, then, you can make your posts as valuable as you please. I 
see no indication that there is a sufficient force opposite to you to 
take either Plymouth, Washington, or New Berne. If there 1s suffi- 
cient force for that purpose, then the plan of the rebels is to evacu- 
ate Virginia and hold North Carolina, and they have either brought 
from the south or sent down a sufficient force for that purpose, so 
that any re-enforcements to your garrison merely would be substan- 
tially useless. 

I will send down the army gun-boats for the purpose of attempt- 
ing to open communication, and await further developments of the 
designs of the rebels. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpers. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 22, 1864. 
Brigadier-General HARLAND, 
Comdg. Sub-dist. of the Pamlico, Little Washington, N. C.: 

GENERAL: I am directed by the commanding general to say that 
he is of the opinion that you will be attacked ina short time, and 
that you are certainly strong’ enough to stand against any land 
attack. However, should the ram come down and go up the Pam- 
lico River she might cause you considerable trouble. In view of 
this you had better use every available man to strengthen your posi- 
tion as much as possible. You had better throw up a breast-work 
along the river to protect your command from a rear fire. Throw- 
ing up traverses at different points of the line would be of immense 
protection to you. Youcan make yourself much stronger by these 
measures. You must keep constantly on hand a large and fully 
adequate supply of ammunition, subsistence, and forage. If you are 
not well supplied, send a full list of what you need, and it will be 
furnished immediately. 

Citizens coming into our lines from the other side of the Neuse 
River report heavy firing in your direction this morning. The 
wishes of the general are that at 10 o’clock every night you fire one 
heavy gun, then after an interval of about a minute fire two succes- 
sive guns. Bythat he will know that you areall right. The signal 
may not be heard, but under the circumstances it is the best that 
can be done. 

Communicate as often as practicable. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. D. OUTWATER, 
LIneutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


MOREHEAD City, April 22, 1864. 
Major-General Pecxr: 

Since the arrival of the news from Plymouth the remainder of the 
Second North Carolina Volunteers are much excited. I cannot place 
the least dependence on them for the defense of Beaufort or any 
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other place. They are utterly demoralized and will not fight. In- 
deed, they are already looking to the swamps for the protection they 
have so far failed of getting from our Government. I can do noth- 
ing with them except send them to Fort Macon, and I feel they will 
be worse than useless there for the defense of the place, taking up 


_the place of the sailors I have there manning the heavy guns, in 


place of the 50 heavy artillerymen I have had to bring here to help 
do the guard and picket duty, and unable to man the heavy guns 
themselves. Can they not be sent to Fort Macon, out of harm’s way ? 
I believe they will inevitably, in case of alfight, become panic-stricken 
and have a bad effect on.the rest of this slim command. If this is 
done I will try and defend Beaufort with sailors and citizens, white 
and black. Whatever is the final disposition made of them, I think 
I will send them to Fort Macon early to-morrow morning to prevent 
further desertion. In the mean time I await your instructions. 
EDW. H. RIPLEY, 
Colonel. 


CULPEPER, VA., April 23, 1864—11 a. m. 


(Received 12.20 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALueck, 
Chief of Staff: 
General Meade would perfer retaining his dismounted cavalry in 
Washington on duty to having them sent to the front before being 
mounted. He has now about 3,000 dismounted cavalry on duty in | 


the field. 
U2 S.;GRANT;, 
Lieutenant-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 23, 1864—10.30 a. m. 
Major-General MEADE, 
Army of the Potomac ;: 

Please telegraph to General Augur whether all your cavalry now 
in his department are to be armed with carbines and sent to the 
front, or if not all, what part. 

H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 23, 1864—10.30 a. m. 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT: 

On consultation with General Sheridan, I am of the opinion any 
increase to our dismounted cavalry (now 3,000) would not be desir- 
able. J would therefore suggest the dismounted men of this army 
now in Washington being retained there till they can be mounted, 
and not forwarded with carbines, as ft last night recommended. 

. GEO. G. MEADE, 

Major-General, Commanding. 
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War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, April 23, 1864—8.40 p. m. 
Major-General MEADE: 

Much uneasiness and considerable excitement has been created in 
this city by discouraging stories of your army, reported, as upon your 
authority, by Governor Dennison and Mr. Garfield. They are said 
to quote you as representing the whole strength of your army that 
you can put into action as only 60,000 men ; your cavalry only 7,000, 
and by these and similar statements have created considerable gloom 
in the public mind. I mention this to let you know the danger aris- 
ing from unguarded conversations with visitors, and have prohibited 
any passes to members of Congress or any one else not connected 
with the service. You will please direct your provost-marshal to be 
an agent in discovering any unauthorized visitors, and to send them 
back immediately, reporting to this Department who grants passes 
and to whom, so that giving unauthorized passes may be punished. 
Visitors to your army state that morning reports of your force have 


been exhibited to them. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 23, 1864—11 p. m. 
Hon. H. M. STANTON: 

I regret that a private conversation held with two gentlemen hold- 
ing the position of Governor Dennison and Mr. Garfield should have 
been misrepresented in the manner described by you in your tele- 
gram just received. I did mention to these gentlemen the difference 
between the number of men reported with an army and the number 
that could be brought into action, referring to the great number 
that in all armies are necessarily non-combatants from the nature of 
their duties. I also referred to the difficulty, notwithstanding the 
strenuous efforts of the Government to the contrary, of getting 
recruits into the field, and in reply to a query from Governor Den- 
nison whether I had not received very large accessions from recruits 
IT replied ‘‘ No,” and innocently gave the exact number received. I 
had no expectation that any use would be made of the information 
given except such as would tend to advance the public interests. 
ae orders to the provost-marshal-general will be given as directed 

y you. 
GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General. 


ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE PoTOMAQ, 
, Camp Near Brandy Station, April 23, 1864. 
Col. Henry L. ABBoT, 
First Connecticut Heavy Artillery: 


CoLoNnEL: I have received your letter of 20th instant. In my 
proposition for the organization of the siege train I included your 
two batteries, B and M, in the forty siege guns I asked for. These 
batteries were ordered to Washington, with directions to equip and 
hold themselves ready for orders, which may be sent them at any 
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time. I asked also for ten 10-inch, twenty 8-inch,.and twenty Coe- 
- horn mortars. . \ 
_l excluded the 8-inch howitzer (siege). It is a cross between the 
gun and mortar without the advantages of either ; besides, I think 
_ the cases would be rare in which the siege guns or 12-pounder field 
guns could not be made to do the work of these 8-inch howitzers. 
Still, | have no objection, and it would be well if you have the trans- 
portation to take in addition half a dozen or ten of these howitzers, 
and if on consideration you desire it, and there is not sufficient trans- 
portation for both, take half a dozen of these howitzers as substi- 
- tutes for as many of the 8-inch mortars. 
As to Colonel Kellogg’s regiment, agree with you and asked that 
it might be associated with yours. I did not know that the two 
- constituted a brigade. It would be well to put them both under 
instruction. I think you will need them and all I can give you 
beside. I will see General Grant on the subject or send your letter 
to Colonel Comstock. At any rate I will endeavor to get you the 
_ authority to take both of your regiments with you. 
. I think it will be of importance to concentrate great power in such 
operations as may be before us, and it will pay well in case a depot 
is formed anywhere near the scene of action to send as much mate- 
rial as the limit of instructions will permit. It would be better to 
err on the side of too much than too little of the material, and 
especially of the number of pieces of whatever sort. 


Very truly, yours, 
HENRY J. AUN 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Artillery. 


Please inform me from time to time of the state of your prepara- 
tions, that I may keep Generals Meade and Grant informed. 


Very truly, yours, 
HENNEY 2t. HONT, 
Brigadier-General, Chief of Artillery. 


GARNETT’S MOUNTAIN, April 23, 1864. 
Captain MERRILL, 
Chief Signal Officer, Army of the Potomac : 

One of the enemy’s regiments above the railroad bridge has broken 
camp and moved off. It moved at a time when it was so smoky the 
movement could not be seen. No other change visible. Heavy fire 
in the woods all day at different points. 

FULLER, 


Signal Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS First CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Culpeper, April 23, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 
I have had a party out to-day about 1 mile beyond James City. 


No enemy seen. 
SAT eA TORBER TE 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 
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H®ADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 23, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: | 
The major-general commanding directs that you strengthen the 
detachment at Grove Church by such force as you deem necessary ; 
that. General Gregg be directed to hold his division in readiness to 
move at a moment’s notice, and that a portion of General Wilson’s 
division, not less than a brigade, be held ready to move and unite 
with Gregg, or act in conjunction with him by crossing at lower 
fords of the Rappahannock (Ellis’ Ford). 
AS AS HUMPHREYS; 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Apri 23, 1864. 
General GREGG, 
Commanding Second Cavalry Division : 

GENERAL: Inclosed you will find a note from General Humphreys 
in reference to the enemy’s cavalry. Instruct the regiment at Mor- 
risville to push scouts well out toward Tackett’s Mills, and keep a 
bright lookout yourself. Ido not think they intend to cross. They 


are covering that flank, perhaps, in anticipation of some general 


movement of ours. 
Yours, truly, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


{Ineclosure. ] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
: April 23, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 

I do not know whether the major-general commanding informed 
you this morning that information reached him last night that the 
enemy were concentrating all their cavalry at Hamilton’s Crossing. 
Hamilton’s Crossing is a few miles south of Fredericksburg, at the 
railroad crossing of the Massaponax River. 

A.wAs HUMPHREYS; 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


Picket RESERVE, 
Near Grove Church, April 23, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps. 

A deserter from Thirteenth Virginia Cavalry arrived. Reports 
all of Stuart’s cavalry at Fredericksburg. Strength of this post 
known. Intend to surprise it some night. 

O. HARHAUS, 
Col., Comdg. 2d N. Y. Cav., Comdg. Picket Post. 


\ 
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Hpaers. First Bric., THrrp Div., CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 23, 1864—12.10 a. m. 
Col. O. HARHAUS, 
. Commanding Detachment, Grove Church: 

CoLONEL: From information received, there is a’general move- 
ment of the enemy expected. The general commanding wishes you 
to watch vigilantly the lower fords of the Rappahannock, reporting 
at once anything you may see or hear concerning this movement. 
You will report by dispatch to Bealeton, and thence by telegraph to 
cavalry corps headquarters and by dispatch to these headquarters. 

Lavo BRYAN, JRs 
Colonel, Commanding Division. 


Hpagrs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 23, 1864. 


Colonel BRYAN, 
Commanding Third Cavalry Division: 

Inclosed you will find a confidential note* from General Hum- 
phreys. Instruct the party at Grove Church to be on the alert and 
to push their scouting parties well out toward Faimouth. Let them 
send information to me frequently, whether they can discover any- 
thing or not on the scouts. 

Very respectfully, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 23, 1864. 
Colonel BRYAN, : 
Commanding Third Cavalry Division: 

There has been a concentration of enemy’s cavalry at Fredericks- 
burg, and they threaten to capture your detachment at Grove 
Church. The regiment at Morrisville of the Second Division has 
been ordered to Grove Church, and another regiment from the 
Second Division ordered to Morrisville. You will order the largest 
of your brigades to be in readiness at a moment’s warning to cross 
over Ellis’ Ford and join General Gregg, who will hold his division 
in readiness, should there be an advance of the enemy’s cavalry from 
Fredericksburg. Please acknowledge the receipt of this by tele- 


graph. 
Po oH. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding Cavalry Corps. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 23, 1864—2 p. m. 
Major-General SIGEL, 
Cumberland : 
As soon as General Heintzelman sends troops to occupy Gallipolis, 
you will withdraw the present guards and leave the place under his 


charge. 
deCs KELTON, 
Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* See p. 952. 


954 OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA. W. VA., MD., AND PA. [Caar. XLV. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 23, 1864. (Received 1 p. m.) 
Captain McENTEE, ' 
Harper's Ferry : 
It is generally believed in-Lee’s army that Longstreet’s corps is 
near Charlottesville. I cannot find that his troops have been seen 
yet. I cannot find date of bread riot at Bristol by Wofford’s Georgia 
brigade. Longstreet and Bishop [Polk ?] commanded at Orange 
Court-House last Monday. Jeff. Davis there on Friday. Previous 
concentration of cavalry at Hamilton’s Crossing. Officers in Lee’s 
army talk of the necessity of an advance, in order to throw Meade 
back, and afterward fight Burnside. The Twenty-sixth Mississippi, 
late on duty at Danville, and the Third [First] Confederate Battal- 
ion Regulars, Forney commanding, have been added to Joe Davis’ 
Mississippi brigade. The latter is from Loring’s division, John; 
ston’s Army. Lee’s army constantly provided with nine days’ for- 
age and seven days’ rations. Baggage gone to the rear. All your 


dispatches received. They give satisfaction. Use telegraph when | 


ee GEO. H. SHARPE 
Colonel, Assistant Provost-Marshal-General. 


GRAFTON, April 23, 1864. 
(Received Cumberland, 12.15 p. m.) 
Major-General STaHEL, Chief of Cavalry : 
General Averell has not as yet ordered any detachment of cavalry 


to report to me. 
J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 23, 1864. 
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN, Grafton : 

Your last dispatches received. Have you any news from Colonel 
Moor at Beverly? When will he be able to move from there? 
Have any of Averell’s cavalry moved east? 

F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


PARKERSBURG, April 23, 1864. 


Brigadier-General AVERELL : 
Arrived at last. What instructions ? 


J. M. SCHOONMAKER. 


PARKERSBURG, April 23, 1864. 
Brigadier-General AVERELL : 


Entire wagon train and command will be ready to start to-morrow 
morning. Do you desire that I go specially in charge or can I come 


by boat? Answer. . 
J. M. SCHOONMAKER, | 


wi ee 


= 
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_CULPEPER CourRtT-Houss, Va., April 23, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. A. E. BuRNSIDE, 
Commanding Ninth Army Corps: 
March your troops with as little delay as possible, taking position 
from Bull Run to the Rappahannock, so as to perfectly guard the 


road between the two streams and relieve the troops now there, so 


as to enable them to come to the front and join the corps to which 
they have been assigned. Get forward to the troops as rapidly as 
possible all their transportation and supplies to the 2d of May, in- 
‘clusive. When this is done send forward to Brandy Station a com- 
petent assistant quartermaster and commissary of subsistence to 
take charge of stores. Forward also troops of your own, a bri- 
gade, if you think proper, to guard your stores at that place. Have 
brought up there fifteen days’ rations and ten days’ forage of grain 
alone, to be held for use after your march from there. All supplies 
that you use whilst on the railroad is to be independent of these 
supplies. Of the fifteen days’ supplhes to be carried with you but 
four will be pork or bacon ; the remainder will be beef on the hoof. 
Your men must carry seven days’ rations without meat in haver- 
sacks and knapsacks. Baggage must be reduced to nothing in 
wagons, or as near to that standard as possible, all the transporta- 
tion being reserved so far as possible for provisions and ordnance 
stores. One hundred and fifty rounds of ammunition per man will 
be the amount required to be carried on the person and in wagons 
together. If it can be avoided, no ammunition should be carried 
on the person, except what can be put in the cartridge-boxes. 

For the sake of uniformity you should adopt about the same 
orders governing transportation that General Meade has. I haveno 
copy of his order on the subject, but will have one sent to you. 
Further details and instructions will be furnished you after your 
troops are in position. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Das. GRANTFE 
Lieutenant-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 23, 1864. 
Major-General BURNSIDE, Annapolis : 

The Fourteenth New York Heavy Artillery, armed as infantry, 
has been asigned to your corps. It is en route to this place. Please 
have a staff officer here to receive and give it orders. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


/ WASHINGTON, D. C., April 23, 1864—2.25 p. m. 


Major-General HEINTZELMAN, Columbus, Ohio : 

Governor Brough has been authorized to raise a regiment of 
militia to guard the public stores at Gallipolis. They will be under 
your orders and you will issue tents, &c., to them. As soon as 
they occupy that place General Sigel will be authorized to withdraw 
his present guard and leave the place in your charge. Consult 
with the adjutant-general of the State in the Governor’s absence. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 
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WASHINGTON, April 23, 1864—11.30 a. m. — 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va.: 

Captain Fox says oneiron-clad reached Fort Monroe this morning ; 
one on the way from Boston; one leaves New York to-day ; one 
Philadelphia Monday. Will probably have six there in the course 
of a-week. Says rebel ram in Albemarle Sound has only four small 
guns, and that panic is unfounded. Near 2,000 effective men at 
Plymouth, and same at Little Washington, by last returns. To 


withdraw garrisons now would be difficult and sacrifice heavy — 


artillery and Union people. Said to have thirty days’ supplies. 
Will write you the reasons of the joint board of army and navy 
officers for occupying these places. To save time have General 
Butler telegraph direct to you. Copies will always be taken off the 
wires here. The troops coming from New York have been assigned 


to General Burnside. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


Fort Monrog, VA., April 23, 1864—11 a. m. 


(Received 1.45 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HAuLeck, 
Chief of Staff: 

I have received by the hands of Colonel Cutts a communication in 
relation to the French vessels. The tenor of the note of the French 
chargé is equivalent to saying that a movement is pending up James 
River, which is to be communicated to the consul at Richmond. 
The time having expired to-day—limited by the convention for 
shipping the tobacco—may I now be permitted to notify the French 
commander at City Point that the time has so expired, and therefore 
he is to come down at once and deliver the dispatches of the French 
minister to him after his arrival at Fort Monroe? 

BY EY BW TEER 
Major-General. 
(Copy to General Grant.) 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 23, 1864—3.30 p. m. 
Major-General BUTLER: 
You have a copy of the letter of the Secretary of State and will 
use your own judgment as to the manner of carrying out his wishes, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


CULPEPER, VA., April 23, 1864—5 p. m. 
(Received 7 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLEcK, 
Chief of Staff: 

General Butler’s dispatch of this date suggests, I think, the right 
course to pursue in notifying the French to discontinue shipping 
their tobacco. Please direct him to adopt it. 

Uo. GRANT: 


Lieuienant- General. 


«ie 
| 


Cnar. XLV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETO.—UNION. 957 


— 


CULPEPER, April 23, 1864—5 p. m. 


Major-General BuTLER, 


Fort Monroe : 


General Halleck telegraphs me that one iron-clad reached Fort 
Monroe this morning; one on the way from Boston; one leaves 
New York to-day ; one Philadelphia Monday. Will probably have 
six there in course of a week. Some of the prisoners paroled from 
Fort Monroe are known to be in our front now. I do not want to 
place you in a position to show bad faith in our dealings with the 
rebels, as they have done with us, but before sending another man 
who by any possibility can do duty in the next three months, I 
would have an explanation on what grounds they have placed men 


on duty released by you on parole. 


Use. GRANT; 


Lieutenant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | Hpers. DEPT. oF VA. AND N. C., 
No. 113. j Fort Monroe, Va., April 23, 1864. 


I. The Tenth, Twenty-second, and Thirty-seventh U. 8S. Colored 
Troops will form the First Brigade of the colored division, under 
the command of Brig. Gen. E. A. Wild, to report to Brig. Gen. 
E. W. Hinks. 

The Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth U. S. Colored Troops will form 


the Second Brigade of the colored division, under command of Col. 


Samuel A. Duncan, to report to Brig. Gen. KE. W. Hinks. 
* * * * * * x 
By command of Major-General Butler : 
R. S. DAVIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpars. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, April 23, 1864. 
Col. CHARLES J. PAINE, 
Aide-de-Camp : 

CoLONEL ; You will take the Greyhound, under a flag of truce, 
proceed up James River with the utmost possible dispatch, report to 
the admiral’s flag-ship as you pass, showing him this letter of in- 
struction, communicate with the Count Marivault, commanding 


- French vessels near City Point, and deliver him the dispatch of 
. which you are the bearer. 


You are also charged to explain to him verbally, and also to the 
commander of any other French vessel, if it becomes necessary, 
lying at City Point or in the James River above our picket boats, 
that they and each of them are respectfully requested and desired 
at once to return to Hampton Roads, whether they have shipped: 
their tobacco or otherwise, as the time limited by the convention 
between the two Governments has expired. You will also com- 
municate with the senior officer of the Confederate forces whom 
you may meet, explain to him the message with which you are 
charged, and deliver to him a dispatch which will be given you, 
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You are at liberty to offer to any of the officers of the French ships 
passage back on board your boat, but that isin no way to interfere 
or to hinder or delay the return of the French vessels to this point. 


aca BENJ. F. BUTLER 
Major-General, Commanding. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


Hpgrs. DEPT. oF VIRGINIA AND NoRTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, April 23, 1864. 
Count MARIVAULT, 
Comdg. His Imperial Majesty’s vessel of war Grenade, or 
SENIOR OFFICER, 
Comdg. French Fleet at City Point: 

Count : The 23d day of April being the time limited by the con- 
vention between the representatives of His Imperial Majesty the 
Emperor of the French and the Hon. William H. Seward, Secre- 
tary of State of the United States, in regard to the shipment of cer- 
tain tobacco therein specified from Richmond, and not having been 
notified of any further convention between the two high contracting 
parties, or order of my Government to extend the time for such ship- 
ment, I am obliged to request you to leave your anchorage at City 
Point, or wherever else you may be with your vessel on James 
River, and to return immediately to Hampton Roads, near Fortress 
Monroe, to await further instructions from the representatives of 
your Government. 

You are expected and respectfully desired to return and bring 
with you all ships, vessels, and boats belonging to or under charter 
of the representatives of the Government of His Imperial Majesty 
employed upon the mission referred to in the convention between 
the two Governments, whether the tobacco shall have been received 
by you or not. 

Trusting that you may not be subjected to much inconvenience by 
the course which I feel it my duty to suggest and direct, and with 
assurances of personal esteem, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BEN Ji.e> BUTLER: 
Major-General, Commanding. 


{Inclosure No. 2.] 


Hpgrs. DEpr. oF VIRGINIA AND NoRTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, April 23, 1864. 
To the Comdg. Officer of the Confederate Forces at City Point: 
_The limit of time having arrived which was fixed by the conven- 
tion between the representatives of His Imperial Majesty the Empe- 
ror of France and the United States for shipping tobacco on French 
account at City Point, I have sent up Colonel Paine, of my staff, 
for the single purpose of deliyering dispatches to the commander of 
the French vessels. I have tine it proper that he should com- 
municate with you, tbat you might know his mission. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding, 


| 


| 


é 
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Rs Capt. G. V. Fox, 
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Fortress Monrog, VA., April 23, 1864. 


Assistant Secretary of the Navy: 
I think you can do more good to the service by coming here for 
twenty-four hours than anywhere else. Please breakfast with me 
to-morrow morning at 9 a.m. Perhaps you can bring the President 


with you. 
Br SOUTER: 
Major-General. 


FortRESS Monrog, VA., April 23, 1864. 
(Received 10.10 p. m.) 
Capt. G. V. Fox, 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy: 

Glad to hear that Smith is coming here, but itis not about the 
North Carolina matter that I desire tosee you. Itissomething more 
important ; docome. Will senda 16-knot boat for you. You are 
not getting out the piles, as I am informed. 

BOF. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 


Fortress Monrog, Va., April 23, 1864. 
Hon. HENRY WILSON, 
U. 8S. Senator, Washington, D. C.. 

Please have no action taken at present upon General Gillmore’s 
confirmation if he is hikely to be rejected. His corps is ordered here, 
and I should not like to change commanders just now. 

Ba. BUT ERR, 
_ Major-General. 


Hp@Rs. SUB-DISTRICT OF NEW BERNE, 
New Berne, N. C., April 23, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 


Comdg. Dept. of Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose to you a copy of a letter 
act to Major Davis last night, and dispatched to you about mid- 
night. 

This morning General Peck sent for me, as I supposed to turn 
over the command of this district, with the orders, special instruc- 
tions, &c., that he might have received from you. He, however, 
informed me of some dispatches which he had received from the 
Sub-districts of Beaufort and the Pamlico. He informed me that 
he should send to you immediately a communication on the subject 
of these dispatches. I then reminded the general that he had yes- 
terday informed me that he should relinquish the command to me, 
and I merely asked, ‘‘ Who is now responsible for operations here ?” 
He replied that he expected the General Berry in to-day from Fort 
Monroe with dispatches, and that when she arrived he should turn 
over the command, if no orders to the contrary arrived. I have 
merely thought it proper to inform you of this. I have no com- 
plaints to make. 


“* See p- 808, 


t 


960 OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA... W. VA., MD., AND PA. [Cuar. XLV. 7 


General Peck informs me that Colonel McChesney writes from 
Little Washington that a portion of his North Carolina regiment is 


demoralized ; that he not only has no confidence in them, but that 


he fears they will desert to the enemy. Ly Fide 

If astampede has taken place among these North Carolinians it is 
silly and shameful, for there is no necessity for it. ‘‘ Honore gen- 
eral nobilissime!” Let us speak plainly and understand each other. 
I have but little confidence in these North Carolina troops when 
they are menaced by a very superior force. They recollect the fate 
of those recently hanged at Kinston, and the wives, sisters, and 
children of those victims haunt us daily. It becomes matter for 
some thought as to the best disposition to be made of them. The 
immense number of women and children with these troops is what 
perplexes us, for these must be provided for. 

Some hundreds of refugees, poor people from Plymouth and vicin- 
ity, are to be here to-day. These will cause no little embarrass- 
ment, but they must be provided for, and I will endeavor to see 
that they do not suffer. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. “PALMER, 
Brigadier-Generat. 


P. 8.—I have tolerable information that the ram, from Kinston, 
has moved down the river to a point some 10 miles below Kinston. 


HEADQUARTERS SUB-DISTRICT OF NEW BERNE, 
New Berne, N. C., April 23, 1864. 
Capt. J. R. SHAFFER, 
Aide-de-Camp : 


CaprTaiIn: Your hasty note of this morning is received. General 
Peck was to have turned over the command of the District of North 
Carolina to me to-day. For reasons best known to himself he has 
concluded not to do so, until he can hear further from Major-Gen- 
eral Butler. I have, however, shown him your note, and he has 
requested me to write to you to request General Graham to send one 
or two of the army gun-boats here. 

The rebel ram built on the Neuse River is reported not many 
miles from us. We have blockaded the river as far as we possibly 
could, and the work upon the blockade is still progressing. This 
blockade must be carefully watched, and one or two light-draught 
gun-boats ought to be able to prevent anything like the surprise that 
was made at Plymouth. 

The situation at Plymouth is thus: The army gun-boat Bomb- 
shell is sunk at the dock at Plymouth, and it is presumed she can be 
easily raised by the rebels. They, of course, have an abundance of 
guns to place upon her, and they can use her, when so raised, for 
offensive operations against us. It ismy opinion that one of General 
Graham's gun-boats could be very usefully employed in co-operating 
with the heavy gun-boats now at the mouth of the Roanoke in 
watching the rebels and in obtaining information of various sorts. 
I do not think the ram on the Roanoke can get out of that river into 
the sounds if ordinary vigilance is exercised, and if we can harass 
the rebels and prevent them from raising the Bombshell or get- 
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ting the guns from the Southfield it would be well to do so. I have 
no idea of the draught of these army gun-boats of General Graham’s. 
Up the Roanoke he can carry any amount of water. Here boats 
drawing more than 34 feet or 4 feet of water cannot maneuver in the 

vicinity of the blockade. 
_ Weare busy here to-night in preparing a reconnaissance to find 
out where the Neuse River ram is, andI have no time to write more 
than this. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General. 


P. S.—If General Graham thinks that the interests of the service 
will admit of it, I would like to see him here. I can send him back 
py ncenoEe at any time, as we [are] tolerably supplied with transpor- 
tation. 


YORKTOWN, April 23, 1864. 
Colonel SHAFFER : 

Will you send me the first regular artillery officer that comes 
along? I want him to command Battery A, Fifth Artillery, as I 
wish to detach Lieutenant Muhlenberg, the only officer with it, for 
duty on my staff. I wish you would also send me the best regiment 
of colored troops you have to guard the contraband camps in this 
vicinity, as the alts soldiers have been committing all sorts of dep- 
redations, and I want to get some of them shot for it when caught 


in the act. 
W oo EE SMLER: 
Major-General. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 24, 1864—9.52 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE G. MEADE, 
Commanding Army of the Potomac: 

Your telegram respecting your conversation with Dennison and 
Garfield has been received. Their statements are widely circulated 
and excite much anxiety among many, and also subject you to un- 
favorable criticism. An army of newspaper reporters are trying 
to get to the front, but passes are refused to every one by this De- 
_ partment. They expect to get down by passes from your provost- 


» marshal. 
EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


Pony Mountain, April 24, 1864—5.15 p. m. 
Captain MERRILL: 
The battery heretofore in position in front of the Halsey House, 
at Somerville Ford, hasbeen withdrawn. One section visible in posi- 
tion behind the new line of intrenchments, in rear of the above resi- 
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dence, 200 yards farther up the mountain. The remainder of the 
battery is in the immediate vicinity. No other changes observed 
along the river. Atmosphere too smoky for observation in direction 
of Madison Court-House and toward the Blue Ridge. Ite 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April. 24, 1864. 
Major-General WARREN, 
Comdg. Fifth Corps, Culpeper Court-House: 


The major-general commanding directs me to inform you that it 
is expected that Major-General Burnside will commence relieving 
your troops on the line of the railroad to-morrow, commencing at 
Bull Run, and directs that you concentrate your troops as fast as 
they are relieved. The Thirteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, now on 
the line of the railroad, will remain there when your troops are 
relieved, and Major-General Sheridan will be notified to direct the 
commanding officer of the regiment to report to Major-General Burn- 
side for duty with his command. In giving the necessary directions 
to your troops the major-general commanding desires that General 
Burnside’s name may not be used, but notification given merely 
that they will be relieved by other troops. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


Hpgrs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC, 
April 24, 1864. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 

GENERAL: Captain Goddard, one of my aides, has just returned 
from Grove Church and reports that all the dispositions I notified 
you of this morning have been made. The regiment at Morris- 
ville has been harassed to some extent by guerrillas, and the party 
at Grove Church somewhat alarmed. Refugees and negroes report 
the rebel cavalry are numerous at Fredericksburg, and the country 
down toward Port Conway as having a large number of the rebel 
cavalry at their homes. Dismounted men in small parties make 
their appearance at Spotted Tavern, Hartwood Church, Stafford, and 
at Brentsville. The party at Grove Church is now 385men. I think, 
however, that Morrisville would be a much safer place, and the same 
ground could be covered by strong scouting parties. Grove Church 
makes a very tempting bait for a sudden rush with a strong force, 
and it would require some time to get strong supports to the relief 
of the party stationed there. 

_ Py H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTomMac, 
April 24, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, ¥ 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 
I am instructed to advise you that a more careful examination of 
deserters and recent information lead to the belief that only Hamp- 
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ton’s division of cavalry is being concentrated at Hamilton’s Crossing 
or at Fredericksburg. One of its brigades has been at Hamilton’s 
Crossing all winter ; another farther down south, on the line of the 
Fredericksburg and Richmond Railroad, and the third (Rosser’s) in 
the Shenandoah Valley. Iam also instructed to say that the major- 
general commanding does not approve at present of withdrawing 
the command at Grove Church, which he does not consider in danger 
if the lower fords of the Rappahannock are well watched. | 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
Apru 24, 1864. 
Brigadier-General GREGG, 
Commanding Second Cavalry Division: 

Captain Goddard has just returned from Morrisville and Grove 
Church. The regiment at Morrisville has been harassed by dis- 
mounted guerrillas. There is also a good deal of anxiety felt on 
part of all parties at Grove Church for fear of an attempt of the 
enemy to surprise them, and have suggested that the party at Grove 
Church, now 385 strong, be withdrawn to Morrisville. That will 
make a strong force there, and stronger scouting parties can be sent 
out and the same results obtained. It will be necessary for you to 
look out for these parties by keeping open communication with 
Morrisville, and to go to their rehef if attacked. Turn in your 
unserviceable horses if you have not done so. 

. P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpagrs. SECOND DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
Apri 24, 1864. 
Colonel SMITH, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 

Six companies of the First Pennsylvania Cavalry, 379 men, 
mounted, started for Morrisville at daylight this morning, to sup- 
port the force at Grove Church. 

D. McM. GREGG, 


Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry, &e. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
April 24, 1864—9 p. m. 
General SHERIDAN : 

Telegram just received. Orders have been given to the detach- 
ment at Southard’s Cross-Roads to send a strong patrol to Ellis’ 
Ford twice a day, and to watch well the roads from the fords on the 
Rapidan. They are to report promptly any appearance of a move- 
ment among the enemy. The party at Grove Church has been noti- 
fied that Ellis’ Ford will be visited by other patrols. Didn’t see 
anybody in Washington that could tell me anything about the 


Highth [linois. : f 
J. H. WILSON, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers. 
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; ALEXANDRIA, April 24, 1864. 
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR, 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General : 

CoLoNnEL: The usual patrols have been out to-day ; report all quiet, 
except that I sent out a party last night in command of Lieutenant 
Jackson. They went to Accotink and thence up the Occoquan about 
9 miles, and had a skirmish with the guerrillas ; 4 of the guerrillas 
were wounded, 1 mortally. We captured 2 horses. One corporal, 
and 1 man of Company D, First Michigan Cavalry, were severely 
but not dangerously wounded. Welost1 horse. The party marched 
about 50 miles and were out twenty-four hours. The guerrillas were 
all driven out of the neighborhood. 

Respectfully, 
tH. o. WELLS: 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Provost-Marshal. 


CULPEPER, April 24, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. FRANZ SIGEL, 
Commanding Department of West Virginia : 
Unless you receive orders from me to the contrary, start your 
column under Averell and Crook on the 2d day of May. I have 
telegraphed General Sherman to order your old chief quartermaster 
of the Eleventh Corps to you, if he is not on duty from which he 


cannot be taken. 
Us S::GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


2 


CUMBERLAND, Mp., April 24, 1864—9 p. m. 
(Received 9.30 a. m. 25th.) 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va.: 

All the infantry, cavalry, and trains have been shipped to Par- 
kersburg, and should arrive in Charleston on the 26th. The Thirty- 
sixth Ohio Infantry has also arrived at Charleston from Ohio, but it 
numbers only 300 men ; the rest are in Chattanooga. Six infantry 
regiments are now at Martinsburg. The last two which can be sent 
areon their way from Beverly to Webster, and will be shipped to 
Martinsburg as soon as they arrive at Webster. I will leave for 
Martinsburg to-morrow morning and report from there. 

FRANZ SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


APRIL 24, 1864. 
Major-General SIGEL, 
Commanding Department, Cumberland : 


I have the honor to request that you will direct a small force to 
advance from Beverly in the direction of Marlin’s Bottom two or 
three days’ march, with orders to spread the report that a heavy force 
of infantry, cavalry, and artillery is following them. Let them 
move on the 25th. I cannot be ready for two or three days yet. 

; GEORGE CROOK, 
Brigadier-General. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, \ Hpagrs. DEPT. of WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 19. Cumberland, Md., April 24, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 


II. The following changes and assignments of staff officers are 
announced : . 

Col. A. B. Jones, additional aide-de-camp, will perform the duties 
of assistant inspector-general of this department, his appointment 
to date from April 12, 1864. 

Col. D. H. Strother, Third Virginia Cavalry, relieved by Colonel 
Jones as acting assistant inspector-general, is named as aide-de- 
camp, and will be assigned to special duty at these headquarters. 

Maj. Franz Kappner, additional aide-de-camp, is assigned to 
special duty in the engineer department, under such instructions as 
he may at times receive from the general commanding; this to date 
from March 21, 1864. 

Capt. J. B. Salisbury, commissary of subsistence, is appointed 
chief commissary of subsistence of this department, relieving Capt. 
W. H. Hosack, commissary of subsistence. 

The general commanding the department tenders his sincere 
thanks to Captain Hosack for the efficient services rendered to the 
Government as chief commissary of the department. 

By order of Major-General Sigel : 

THAYER MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Harper’s Ferry, April 24, 1864. 
PROVOST-MARSHAL, 
Point of Rocks: 

Your telegram is received and approved. Means’ battalion, under 
command of Lieut. D. M. Keyes, will move without delay via rail- 
road to Parkersburg, thence to Charleston, and report to General 
Crook. The quartermaster will furnish the necessary transporta- 
tion. You will see the order is compled with. If more force is 
necessary than you have at command, telegraph at once. If any 
refuse to go, put them in irons and forward. 

By command of Brig. Gen. Max Weber, commanding : 

H. M. BURLEIGH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Harper’s Ferry, April 24, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Department of West Virginia: 

In accordance with your telegram of yesterday, I have appointed 
Col. R. F. Taylor, who is senior officer at Martinsburg, to command 
all the troops there and arriving-at that place. The order regard- 
ing scouts will at once be complied with. I have already sent to 
Pleasant Valley to ascertain what cavalry is there. Nothing new 


from the rebels. 
MAX WEBER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


- no rebel force there. 
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MARTINSBURG, W. VA., April 24, 1864. 
General MAX WEBER: 


A scout of 100 ‘men of this command were in Winchester this 


a. m., with instructions to send back messenger if any force was 


heard of. No messenger has arrived. I am satisfied there can be 


R. F. TAYLOR, 
Colonel. 


Wasnineton, D. C., April 24, 1864. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper : 

GENERAL: I happened to be present at a discussion of a board or 
commission of army and navy officers on the blockade or occupa- 
tion of the coast of North Carolina about October, 1861. 

It was then said the Navy could not blockade that coast so as to 
prevent contraband trade ; on the contrary, a very extensive trade 
was being carried by small vessels in Albemarle and Pamlico Sounds, 
which, from the number and nature of the inlets and bays, no block- 
ade could possibly prevent. It was decided that to prevent this it 
was absolutely necessary to occupy and hold the mouths of Neuse, 
Tar, and Roanoke Rivers, and some points on the Chowan. Our 
gun-boats which could enter the sounds being too small to resist 


those which the enemy could send down these rivers, the rebels 


would control, it was said, these waters, unless New Berne, Washing- 
ton, and Plymouth were fortified and garrisoned. 
Again, last year, when it was very desirable to re-enforce the 
Army of the Potomac, it was represented to me by army and navy 
officers that to abandon either of the above-named places would be 


extremely injurious to our cause in North Carolina, fatal to Union 


men who had accepted our protection, and destructive to our flotilla 
in the sounds. Admiral Lee has frequently represented that his 
fleet was barely sufficient for the blockade of Wilmington, and we 
know that even that is very imperfect. 

After a full consideration of the case I could not decide to abandon 
these places, when the demand for troops elsewhere was even greater 
than at present. I therefore cannot advise it now, but will order it 
if you so direct.- It is useless for me to consult with General Butler 
on this subject, for his opinion would not change my judgment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief af Staff. 


WASHINGTON, April 24, 1864—11.30 p. m. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, 


Culpeper, Va.: 

Before receiving your dispatch I had telegraphed to General But- 
ler to use his own judgment as to the manner of giving notice to the 
French. The Twenty-second New York Cavalry, now at the depot, 
is undisciplined and unfit for the field. Ihave ordered them armed 
as infantry, and their horses to be given to the Second Ohio (vet- 
eran) and to detachments of the Army of the Potomac. I think at 
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least a regiment of the latter should be given to General Burnside, 
as he will be deficient in cavalry on going to the field. The North- 
ern States are nearly exhausted in cavalry horses, and purchases 
will be small till after the crops are put in. When the mares have 
foaled they will be used for summer farm work and more horses can 


be procured. . 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


CULPEPER, April 24, 1864—1.30 p. m. 
Major-General BUTLER, 
Fort Monroe : 

A Richmond paper of the 22d, brought in by a deserter, reports the 
capture of Plymouth, with 1 general, 2,500 prisoners, and all the 
stores. Ido not think it advisable to attempt the recapture, if this 
is true. What are your preparations for holding Washington, N. 
C. ? It will be much better to hold New Berne strongly than to have 
little posts picked up in detail. 

U. S. GRANT, 


Ineutenant-General. 


FLAG-sHIP MINNESOTA, April 24, 1864—3 p. m. 
(Received 5.30 p. m.) 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy : 

Anarmy bearer of dispatches, from New Berne'on the night of the 
22d, reports that enemy carried the defenses of Plymouth, after fre- 
quent bloody attacks, on 20th instant. Genefal Wessells and com- 
mand taken prisoners. The ram and rifle-screened Cotton Planter 
were in Roanoke River, and Tacony, Miami, and other gun-boats at 
mouth of river waiting for her, confident of destroying her when she 
enters the sounds. There was a report at New Berne on Friday that 
iron-clad on the Neuse was in sight. 

S. P. LEE, 


Acting Rear-Admiral. 
(Copy to General Grant.) 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Fortress Monroe, Va., April 24, 1864. 
Brigadier-General HECKMAN, 
Getty’s Line: 

General Wild was relieved several days ago. General Graham 
was expressly instructed not to interfere with any of your arrange- 
ments. That officer is now in North Carolina. You will assume 
command of all the forces necessary to speedily complete your work. 
I telegraphed this, having learned that your orders were not strictly 
obeyed. Understand that you have full authority, and I hope you 
will soon report all finished. 

J. W. SHAFFER, 


Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


vv 
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Hpagrs. Dept. of VIRGINIA AND NoRTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, April 24, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. C. K. GRAHAM, 
Commanding Army Gun-boats : 


GENERAL: You have learned, of course, before this that Plymouth 
has fallen. The naval boats have been dispatched, which are sup- 
posed to be sufficient to hold the Pamlico Sound. If you have not 
before the receipt of this destroyed the ram, I think your services 
will be of more use in another direction. You will therefore return, 
so as to be here ready for duty on the 30th. | Order back the Twenty- 
fifth Massachusetts on board the Reno and Burnside. Lieut. Com- 
mander Melancton Smith has been ordered in command of the naval 
force in the south. See to it, if you get this dispatch before you 
leave, that the Twenty-fifth Regiment is on its way back. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 

; Fort Monroe, April 24, 1864. 

Brigadier-General PALMER, 
Comdg. District of North Carolina, New Berne, N. C.: 

GENERAL: I have your dispatch of the 22d, 10 p. m., announcing 
the loss of Plymouth.* I had hoped better things. It is not right, 
however, to judge an officer eithoat hearing, and I wait to hear 
General Wessells’ report. Still, it seems to me a more determined 
defense might have been made. 

The pace could not have been taken by assault. It was General 
Wessells’ fault if it Was not well munitioned and provisioned, and 
the ram was substantially powerless against the land force, but again 
[repeat that I do not wish to prejudge. Onthe question of holding 
Little Washington, it is not now nor never was of strategic impor- 
tance, and never should have been garrisoned, in my judgment, and 
believe I expressed that to you when I saw you last November. 

I do not suppose the naval commander will allow the ram to get 
around into the Pamlico Sound, so there will not be the fear of 
the ram; but whether Little Washington can stand a siege against 
all the forces which may be brought against it is a question which I 
shall leave to your discretion. If you think it can, and there will be 
no more surrenders, then you may hold it. You know the necessity 
we have for troops, and can easily guess why I do not re-enforce ; 
therefore I think the troops that are there will be quite as much of 
use elsewhere as is the holding of the place. 

See to it, if you do evacuate, that you bring away all the baggage 
and guns; use peo transportation to bring away families and per- 
sons who would be likely to be ill-treated and who desire to come 
and convey them to Beaufort. Concentrate upon New Berne and 
stand a siege. The longer and more severe the siege concentrating 
the larger number of troops upon you the better. If you concen- 
trate you clearly can send back the troops that I have sent for. If 
upon the whole, ype conclude to defend Little Washington you 
may retain the light battery which has been ordered away. rn have 


* See p. 303, 
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known many an officer promoted for a strong, vigorous, although 
- unsuccessful, defense ; I have never yet» known one, in any service, 
for a surrender. 

You may be overpowered. JI know you will never surrender. 
When there might be some hope of re-enforcing Plymouth I sent 
_ down to Roanoke Island the Twenty-fifth Massachusetts, which I 
must have back at all hazards forthwith by the earliest possible 
transportation. You can order it back upon the same transporta- 
tion that brought it down, to wit, the Burnside and Reno. Do not 
detain any transportation which we shall send down to you. 

I wish to tell you further, for your information, that if either Wash- 
ington or New Berne can hold out fifteen days I shall be in condition 
to relieve them, perhaps sooner. The inclination of my mind is 
against holding Washington if it could be evacuated, bringing off 
all our stores and munitions. 

Any aid that you mean to give me by the way of troops I must 
have by the 30th, or they will be substantially useless. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Hpers. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 24, 1864. 
Brigadier-General PALMER, 
‘Commanding Sub-district of New Berne : 


GENERAL: I am directed by General Peck to say that he has just 
returned from the blockade on the Neuse River. He found on con- 
versing with the officer in charge of the section of artillery at that 
point that no reconnaissances are made up the fiver above the block- 
ade. Many small boats go up as far as the blockade, but after look- 
ing around a little at that point and evincing much fear about pro- 
ceeding any farther return again. The general thinks that you 
ought to order small boats to patrol the river as far up as practica- 
ble, gaining all possible information as regards the ram, &c. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAS. D. OUTWATER, 
Ineutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


\ 


HEADQUARTERS SUB-DISTRICT OF NEW BERNE, 
New Berne, N. C., April 24, 1864. 
~ Commander H. K. DAVENPORT, 
Senior Naval Officer, Sounds of North Carolina : 

Sir: I wish to call your attention to afew facts which, mentioned 
kindly, I hope you will take the same way, as I only say these things 
as a matter of duty, believing it for the best interests of both services. 

You understand perfectly the situation of affairs here as far as 
the rebel ram on the Neuse is concerned, and you must be aware that 
if that ram is permitted to come into this harbor the shipping, gun- 
boats, &c., must be destroyed or driven away, and the town itself 
liable to destruction. I have done everything in my power to avoid 
such a disaster. The forces under my command have picketed the 


- 
\ 
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river on both sides, and the work on the blockade has been pushed as | 


rapidly as possible. For months there has been no boat stationed 
anywhere near the blockade. 

You will recollect that on the day before yesterday I earnestly 
urged you to send one of the small gun-boats, under your orders, to 
a point up the river where all parts of the blockade could be seen 
from her decks, and that small boats should at night row up nearer, 
in order to give us timely notice of any attempt to interfere with the 
work or to break through. There are points where such a gun-boat 
can lie perfectly well, and on the night before last I did find at mid- 
night when I made the rounds that the Lockwood or some other of 
the small gun-hoats was lying in the channel between Fort Steven- 
son and Fort Anderson in a good position to see everything. Last 
night, however, there was no boat on the watch, and at 1.30 o’clock 
this morning, when Lieutenant Ward returned from his reconnais- 
sance up to Swift Creek, there were no naval boats of any description 
seen higher up the river than where the Commodore Hull is lying. 

Now, commander, do you not think that as these gun-boats lie 
quietly at their moorings for twenty-five days or more in every 
month that they ought to render some assistance at such a time as 
this? I have reluctantly come to the conclusion that they will not 
unless you give your personal attention to it and make your author- 
ity felt by your subordinates here. 

I can say with pleasure that you have never refused to co-operate 
with me in any special undertaking, but you must recollect that I 
have frequently conversed with you concerning the precautions to 
be taken against surprise on the river and about keeping at least one 
of the small gun-boats busy in running into and examining the small 
rivers on the other side of the Neuse, where boat expeditions against 
us could be assembled. Have these things been done? I tell you, 
commander, that it is my firm belief that if that ram does get down 
the river it will be more on account of the utter indifference mani- 
fested by the naval forces here than anything else. You may be 
sure that I would not say this to you if I did not feel it my duty, 
and I repeat that I hope you will take it kindly, even if you are 
convinced that I am all wrong in the matter. ; 

I am, commander, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, t Hpaqrs. ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC, 
No. 22. April 25, 1864, 

As the time is approaching when some of the regiments belonging 
to this army are to be discharged from the military service of the 
United States by reason of the expiration of the term for which they 
were mustered into said service, the commanding general announces 
to such troops that the War Department has decided that the term 
of service of a regiment is to be computed from the date of muster 
into the service of the United States, without reference to the date 
of enrollment or any service rendered a State. 

This decision it will be the duty of the commanding general to 
enforce, and he will, if necessary, resort to the most extreme meas- 
ures for this purpose. He will, however, at all times be glad to 
receive and forward, for the consideration of the proper authority, 


f 
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my respectful communication touching the term of service of a 
‘egiment when such term appears to be involved in doubt. 

The commanding general indulges the hope that the regiments to 
be discharged will cheerfully acquiesce in the decision of the Gov- 
srmment with regard to their term of service, and that no organized 
bodies or individuals, after having borne an unsullied reputation 
during gll the eventful scenes that have marked their connection 
with the Army of the Potomac, will suffer the honorable fame they 
have won by their gallantry and good conduct to be tarnished, in 
the closing hours of their service, by acts of insubordination, which, 
if ventured upon by any, will be promptly suppressed, and can only 
terminate in the speedy and certain punishment of the offending 
parties. 

By command of Major-General Meade : 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WaR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
April 25, 1864. 
Major-General Mrapks, 
Commanding Army of the Potomac: 

Your indorsement of the 24th relative to time of muster out of 
Pennsylvania Reserves received. Decision will be promptly com- 
municated so soon as it is made. 
E. D. TOWNSEND, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


| Pony MountaIn, April 25, 1864—9.30 a. m. 
SJaptain MERRILL : 

Atmosphere this morning very favorable for observation. The 
snemy has placed six guns in position in the work completed, as 
eported, on the 8th instant. Two more pieces are discovered a short 
listance to the right of the section of battery reported last night. 
No indications of activity in the direction of Madison Court-House 


or Sperryville. 
ed PAINE. 


; Stony Mountain, April 25, 1864—10 a. m. 
Feneral HANCOCK and 
Japtain MERRILL : 
All quiet. Two small camps have been established behind the 
works recently constructed near Somerville Ford, and several guns 
laced in position in the works. A small camp has also disappeared 
rom this side of Clark’s Mountain. 

TAYLOR. 


GARNETT’S, April 25, 1864. 
Yaptain MERRILL, 
Chief Signal Officer : 
Enemy digging rifle-pits about a mile above railroad bridge on 
iver bank. Brigade just on drill. 
WIGGINS, 


Signal Officer. 


Stony MountaIn, April 25, 1864—6 p. m 


i 
! 
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Captain MERRILL, | 
Chief Signal Officer : : 

A camp, think about a brigade, disappeared this p. m. south 15) 
degrees west from this point, and 4 or 5 miles back from the river. | 
| 


All quiet. ; ; 
: TAYLOR. 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, : 

Culpeper, Va., April 25, 1864. | 

General SHERIDAN : | 

The general has asked twice to have the Eighth Illinois Cavalry, 

ordered here, but has been answered both times that it cannot be) 

spared from Washington, hence it has not been ordered to you. | 

JNO. A. RAWLINS, | 

Brigadier-General, Chief of Staff. 


ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
No. 18. April 25, 1864. 


The following-named officers are announced as composing the staff 
of the major-general commanding the corps. They will be obeyed 
and respected accordingly : 

Inspector-general’s department: Lieut. Col. James W. Forsyth, 
assistant inspector-general and chief of staff ; Capt. F. C. Newhall, 
Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry, acting assistant inspector-general. 

Adjutant-general’s department: Lieut. Col. C. Kingsbury, jr., 
ee adjutant-general ; Capt. E. B. Parsons, assistant adjutant- 
general. 

Quartermaster’s- department: Lieut. Col. J. B. Howard, chief 
quartermaster. 

Commissary department: Lieut. Col. G. H. Woods, chief com- 
missary of subsistence. 

Medical department: Surg. R. W. Pease, medical director ; Asst. 
Surg. G. M. McGill, medical inspector. 

Capt. J. M. Robertson. Second U. 8. Artillery, chief of artillery. 

Lieut. Col. C. R. Smith, Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry, provost- 
marshal. 

Capt. L. Walker, Fifth U. S. Cavalry, commissary of musters. 

era Lieut. Myron Hickey, Fifth Michigan Cavalry, ambulance 
officer. 

Aides-de-camp: Capt. T. W. C. Moore, aide-de-camp ; Capt. M. 
V. Sheridan, aide-de-camp ; Capt. P. Lacy Goddard, Kighth Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry, acting aide-de-camp; First Lieut. G. Irvine 
Whitehead, Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry, acting aide-de-camp. 

By command of Major-General Sheridan : 

a. C.. KINGSBURY. JRs 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 


t 


Re, 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY RESERVE BRIGADE, 
is April 25, 1864. 
Capt. C. McCLELLAN, 

Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Cavalry Div., Cavalry Corps : 
CaPTaIn : The officer of the picket reports that the enemy oppo- 
site Somerville and Raccoon Fords have been busily engaged for the 

past few days in throwing up new lines of works and have doubled 
their pickets since yesterday. These are now so strong as to form a 
complete skirmish line with strong reserve in their rear, and the 
_ greatest vigilance and activity is exhibited. 
I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
ALFRED GIBBS, 
Colonel First New York Dragoons, Comdg. Brigade. 


: GROVE CHURCH, VA., April 25, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
4 Commanding Cavalry Corps: 
I sent a patrol this morning at daylight on the Falmouth road. It 
reports their pickets 2 miles toward Falmouth, beyond Hartwood 
Church, and that their patrols of from 30 to 50 men come to Hartwood 
Church daily. The command near Morrisville is not within sup- 


porting distance of me. 
: T. H. WEED, 


Major, Commanding. 


; 


Lieut. Col. C. Ross Smi1ruH, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 

My patrols to and beyond Hartwood Church find no signs of the 
enemy. Four refugees came in and report heavy cavalry force going 
toward Orange Court-House yesterday, 24th. They report a force 
crossed below Fredericksburg, which I think was a blind to the 
force going toward Orange Court-House. They report one brigade 
left near Hamilton’s Crossing. The refugees, 4 white and 1 black, I 
send to headquarters Second Cavalry Division to-night. 

| T. H. WEED, 
Major, Commanding Post at Grove Church. 


GROVE CHURCH, April 25, 1864. 


Hpagrs. CAVALRY Corps, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
7 April 25, 1864. 
 Brigadier-General GREGG, 
Commanding Second Cavalry Division: 

The major-general commanding directs me to say that you can 
relieve Major Weed’s command with another force. 

The general desires me to say that the force belonging to the 
Third Cavalry Division, now at Grove Church, will be ordered back 
to its division, that division being so very small, so that the force 
you send to relieve Major Weed’s command will be the only force at 
Grove Church. The general also directs that the wagons belonging 
to this command had better be stationed at Morrisville. Ifthe enemy 
advance in force the general directs that you order the command to 
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i 
fall back on Bealeton or Rappahannock Station, letting the enemy | 
come on slowly, directing the commanding officer to send in infor-, 
mation quickly. 

C. ROSS SMITH, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


i 
| 
‘ 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 


April 25, 1864. 
Cole J... TAYLOR, 
Comdg. First Pennsylvania Cavalry, Morrisville : 

CoLONEL : A command of 300men from Second Brigade is sent to | 
relieve the detachment of the Tenth New York, under Major Weed. | 
The officer in command is directed to report to you, that you may 
direct him to take the position now occupied by the Tenth New York. | 
Whatever instructions may have been sent to Major Weed from. 
cavalry corps headquarters will be carried out by the officer reliev-- 
ing him. From Morrisville scouting will be kept up toward Tack- 
ett’s Mills. Scouting parties from the Third Division will cover Ellis’ 
Ford. Captain Corson will make arrangements by which you can 
draw forage and rations from Bealeton and will furnish sufficient 
wagons for their transportation. You will assume command of all 
the forces from this division at or in the vicinity of Morrisville and 
carry out fully all instructions heretofore given from these head- 
quarters and from headquarters cavalry corps to other commanders 
on duty at Morrisville and Grove Church. 

By command of Brigadier-General Gregg: 

H. C. WHIR, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Harper’s Ferry, April 25, 1864. 
Capt. T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Dept. of West Virginia: 
T had yesterday evening information, not very reliable, that a 
force of rebels were near Winchester. Colonel Taylor, command- 
ing at Martinsburg, has sent out a scouting party, which is expected 
back to-day. Upon its return I will telegraph the news. Means’ 
‘men refused to obey the order to move to Charleston. Upon my 
taking measures to enforce the command they decided to obey, and 
are now ready to move. 
MAX WEBER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Harper's Ferry, April 25, 1864. 
Captain BAMFORD, 


Provost-Marshal, Point of Rocks : 

Lieutenant Keyes, commanding Independent Virginia Rangers, 
will remain as at present until further orders, the order for their 
movement having been countermanded. 

By order of Brig. Gen. Max Weber: 

SAML. F. WOODS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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MARTINSBURG, W. VA., April 25, 1864. 
_ [General Max WEBER :] 
Scouts from the front report a force in our front. I have sent 
messenger to Kearneysville and Duffield’s. This force is reported 
on our right. General Sigel is here; will confer with him. 
Rok a LAV ty. 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
: Harper's Ferry, April 25, 1864. 
Col. R. F. Tayior, 
Commanding U. S. Forces at Martinsburg : 
Your report is at hand; thank you for your promptness. JI would 
like you to send me as much cavalry as you can spare, and such as 
-are acquainted with this portion of the country. The troops will 
report through you. I can give no particular directions regard- 
ing the dispositions of your forces. Make such as the safety of your 
position may require. I expect each day to see General Sigel in 
person, or to receive from him particular instructions regarding your 
forces. As soon as received they will at once be forwarded to you. 
MAX WEBER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, 

Harper’s Ferry, April 25, 1864. 
Col. R. F. TAYLor, 

Commanding U. S. Forces at Martinsburg: 
The written order appointing you to the command of all the forces 

at Martinsburg and arriving there was sent you to-day. Have it 

promulgated, and after it is officially known to those under your 

command, if any refuse to obey your orders, place them at once 


under arrest. 
MAX WEBER, 
Brigadier-General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 25, 1864. 
General STAHEL: 

This dispatch is dated Charleston, the 24th,* and we must do every- 
- thing to comply with it. You will therefore order the Twenty-first 
New York to advance from Beverly to Pocahontas County, and in 
the direction of Huntersville. They should go as far as Sulphur 
Springs, which is northeast of Marlin’s Bottom and about 15 miles 
north of Huntersville. They must rely on what they can find in the 
country, but should give receipts for everything, undersigned by 
their commander, which receipts will be honored. They must stay 
in Pocahontas County for two or three days, and find their way back 
as good as they can. They must start at once, and the order must 
be sent to them from Buckhannon, if they cannot be reached by tele- 
graph as far as Beverly, as the telegraph operator has probably left 


*See Crook to Sigel, p. 964, 
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Beverly and has gone to Buckhannon. The Eleventh Virginia has ~ 


to go back immediately to Beverly. Has Lieutenant Meigs sent the 
boats to General Crook? Please answer. 
F. SIGEL. 


CUMBERLAND, MD., April 25, 1864. 
Comdg. Officer 21st New York Cav., Buckhannon, W. Va.: 

You will proceed forthwith with your command from Beverly to 
Pocahontas County, inthe direction of Huntersville, as far asSulphur 
Springs, which is northeast of Marlin’s Bottom and about 15 miles 
north of Huntersville. You will rely on what you can find in the 
country, but will give receipts for everything. Let the impression 
be given out that a large force is approaching. You will stay in 
Pocahontas County for two or three days and then return by such 
route as you may deem best. Acknowledge receipt of this and also 
report your return. 

By order of Major-General Sigel : 

: T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, April 25, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. F. SIGEL, 
Martinsburg: 

Major Simpson, Eleventh Virginia, Parkersburg, reports rear 
detachments arrived and embarking. The Twenty-third Illinois 
started this morning. General Weber reports that under informa- 
tion, not deemed reliable, which placed a force near Winchester, he 
sent scouting party from Colonel Taylor’s command to ascertain 
facts. Means’ men refused to obey order to move to Charleston, 
but upon measures being taken to enforce orders, complied, and are 


now ready to move. 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, April 25, 1864. 
Major Stmpson, 
Parkersburg : 
You will remain with four companies of the Eleventh at Parkers- 
burg until further orders. 
By order of Major-General Sigel : 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 25, 1864. 
Received 1.30 p. m. 
Major-General STAHEL: ated 
Make no arrangements in regard to General Sullivan, Colonel 
Moor, and Colonel Harris until you receive my instructions, which 
will be sent immediately. ; 
F. SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


SgraRDS 


\ 
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CUMBERLAND, April 25, 1864, 
Brig. Gen. J. C. SULLIVAN, Webster: 


Communicate with commanding officer Tenth Virginia Infantry 
and direct him to return with command to Beverly forthwith, to 
there await further orders. 

By order of Major-General Sigel : 

T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GREEN SPRING, April 25, 1864. 
(Received 6.50 p. m.) 
Major-General STAHEL : 


Let General Sullivan stay at Grafton until further orders. 
F. SIGEL. 


GRAFTON, April 25, 1864. 
¢ (Received 7.45 p. m.) 
Major-General STAHEL : 


The last of the cavalry from Clarksburg is now passing through 


this place east. 
J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Brigadier-General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 25, 1864. 
(Received 1.25 p. m.) 
Major-General STAHEL: 

The 100 men sent to ascertain the strength of the enemy at or near 
Front Royal met a force of about 250 men near Middletown and were 
driven back as far as Winchester, with a loss of 1 officer and 8 or 10 
men. The exact loss cannot be definitely given, as many whose 
horses had given out are coming in. A force of infantry, cavalry, 
and mounted infantry have been ordered out to intercept them and 
ascertain their intentions. 

RH TAY LOR; 


Colonel, Commanding Post. 


CLARKSBURG, April 25, 1864. 
(Received 11 a. m.) 
_ Major-General STAHEL, Chief of Cavalry: 
Remainder of my command, First (Lincoln) Cavalry, move by rail 
‘to Martinsburg this p.m. I will report at Cumberland for orders. 
WM. B. TIBBITS, 
Colonel Twenty-first New York Cavalry. 


: HEADQUARTERS, 
Greenland Gap, W. Va., April 25, 1864. 


Lieut. THEODORE LUMAN, 4 
A, A. A. G., 2d Separate Brig., Dept. of West Virginia: 


LIEUTENANT : In compliance with instructions from brigade head- 
quarters, I have made to-day a thorough examination of the condi- 
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tion of the blockade on the Oakland road. I found that it had not 
been disturbed, except at one place, and that of no importance. I 
took with mea squad of cavalry and passed through and around the 
blockade to within 2 miles of the North Branch. It is utterly im- 
possible to make the blockade so effective as to prevent cavalry from 
reaching the railroad, with very little detention. The blockade is 
efficient enough against everything but cavalry and infantry. There 
is nothing new; no enemy seen or heard of, except a flying rumor 
that a squad of 7 or 8 rebels were in Burlington a few days ago. Iwas 
out beyond the Moorefield Junction on Wednesday and 5 miles out 
old Petersburg road yesterday to get information about the topog- 
raphy, &c., of Hardy from an old county surveyor of the name of 
Munsing, that I happened to hear of. 
Very respectfully, &c., 
G. ELLIS PORTER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding U. S. Forces. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpgrs. THIRD Div., Depr. or W. Va4., 
No. 12. Charleston, W. Va., April 25, 1864. 

1. The troops of this command will hold themselves in readiness 
to move at a moment’s notice. 

2. Brigades and regiments will alternate on the march, the ambu- 
lances in the rear of their respective regiments. The position of 
the artillery in the column will be directed by the general command- 
ing. The train will move immediately in rear of the column in the 
following order: First, ambulances; second, ordnance; third, di- 
vision, brigade, and regimental teams, in order of the march ; fourth, 
supply train. The whole column to be compact and well closed up. 

3. All pillaging and marauding will be severely punished. No 
officer or soldier will be allowed to enter inclosures on the march, or 
to sleep at houses, away from their commands at night without 
special permission from the general commanding. 

4, Should it become necessary to subsist the command from the 
country supplies must be taken in the proper way and by the proper 
officers. All impressment or destruction of property, either public or 
private, unless done by proper authority, will be severely punished. 
All officers who are cognizant of any violation of this order, whether 
the offender is under hisimmediate command or not, and not taking 
the proper measures to bring the offender to punishment, will be 
held personally responsible. 

5. Regimental commanders will see that this order is published 
to their respective regiments. 

By command of Brig. Gen. George Crook: 

JAS. L. BOTSFORD, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CHARLESTON, April 25, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. F. SIGEL, afte 


Cumberland : 
Colonel Frost has just arrived. He reports not quite 2,000 effective 
men in the five regiments under him. Thetwo Pennsylvania regi- 
ments had not arrived at Parkersburg when he left. The cavalry 
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expected to leave there this morning for Charleston. Colonel Frost 
reports fourof his companies left back at Parkersburg. These regi- 
ments falling short of what I expected will change somewhat the 
plan I gave you a general outline of the other day. I will give you 
all the details of my plan as soon as all the troops arrive and I have 


them definitely made. 
| GEORGE CROOK, 
Brigadier-General. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 25, 1864—3 p. m. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper : 
* * * 

te aaa just received from Generals Butler and Peck state 
that the garrison at Plymouth, after a small loss, surrendered to the 
rebels on Wednesday, the 20th. No particulars. General Butler 
says nothing about what he intends to do. 
/ * * * * * *K * 


: * * * * 


H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


CULPEPER, VA., April 25, 1864—11.30 p. m. 
(Received 1.40 a. m., 26th.) 
- Major-General HALLECK, 

Chief of Staff: 


J want General Butler to hold New Berne at all hazards, but 
would prefer him to remove everything from Washington to having 
our little forces in North Carolina picked up in detail, or to being 

forced to abandon our offensive operations to defend them. 

U. S. GRANT, 


Ineutenant-General. 


Hpgrs. ARMY AND District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 25, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. B. F. BUTLER, 
Comdg. Dept. of Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, Va. : 


_ GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of April 20 el delivered by Captain Shaffer, your aide- 
de-camp. I think that I understand perfectly from this letter and 
from the conversation I have had with Captain Shaffer your desires 
in this present emergency. With regard to this district, in all existing 
circumstances I consider it necessary only to hold this place, the line 
of railroad from here to Morehead, Hatteras Inlet, and Roanoke 
Island. For reasons obvious to yourself these at this time cannot be 
abandoned. I will at the earliest possible moment send a brigade 
of not less than four regiments from this district to Fort Monroe. 


* See pp. 279 and 286. 
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; | 
In order to do this it may become necessary to entirely abandon | 
Little Washington. Should this latter, however, be done it will be — 
done very carefully, and every effort will be made to prevent the _ 
intention from becoming known to the enemy. : | 

Such regiments as can be spared from this place will be imme- | 
diately sent to Fort Monroe. Those that can be spared from Wash- _ 
ington will be quietly ordered on board of transport to proceed | 
immediately to Fort Monroe, leaving always a sufficient force there | 
to keep up the idea that there is no intention of abandoning the — 
place. The same thing will obtain in other portions of this com- 
mand, and it is expected that in a few days, a week at most, the four 
regiments may be quietly embarked for Fort Monroe. | 

With a small military force and one gun-boat, pe Little 
Washington may be held, and it will not be entirely abandoned until — 
it becomes absolutely certain that it is menaced by a very superior 
force, and if it be abandoned finally, I hope that the enemy will find © 
nothing to compensate them for its capture. I conceive that with | 
the capture of Plymouth by the rebels, and the abandonment of — 
Washington by our own forces in the present state of affairs, we are — 
as well, if not better, off than we were before. Those p'aces were — 
really in the first place of no value to us, as long as we could hold © 
the mouths of the Roanoke and Tar Rivers. We never held them — 
except by sufferance, and during the last eighteen months the only 
real object in retaining possession of them was to protect those per- 
sons, both white and black, who had sought protection within our 
line of fortifications, and to prevent small boat expeditions to operate 
against us in the sounds from being organized at those places. To 
abandon these places, however, at this time, would necessitate the 

presence of a sufficient naval force to perfectly guard and watch the 
- operations of the enemy on those rivers and to prevent incursions 
into the sounds. 

Your ideas concerning the sending of every man of these regi- 
ments will be strictly complied with. . 

The matter of relieving and appointing another provost-marshal 
for this district, the establishing of a provost court, and systematiz- 
ing of the recruiting service will be attended to without delay. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 25, 1864, 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BuTLER, 
Comdg. Dept. of Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe, Va.: 
GENERAL: Your letter of the 24th is just received by the hands 
of Colonél Jourdan. I had two hours previously written you by Cap- 
tain Shaffer. I am only the more convinced that I perfectly under- 
stood your wishes, and from my letter by Captain Shaffer you will, I 
think, be convinced that I have anticipated them. 
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadver-General, Commanding. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, t Hpgrs. ARMY AND Dist. oF N. C., 
No. 70. New Berne, N. C., April 25, 1864. 
_ By virtue of Special Orders, No. 109, paragraph VI, of the 19th 
instant, from department headquarters, the undersigned is relieved: 
from the command in North Carolina. Since the order was issued 
mor to the reception of news of the enemy’s operations in the State, 

e has deemed it his duty to remain so long as the present danger 

shall continue. 

Many of the troops have been in the field from the outbreak of the 
revolution,* and were with Burnside or Foster at Roanoke, New 
Berne, Macon, and Goldsborough. Others were with the command- 
ing general at Yorktown, Williamsburg, Fair Oaks, in Seven Days’ 

before Richmond, on the Blackwater, and at Suffolk. 

During the past nine months the command has been small, but 
very active, and has added New Berne, Batchelder’s Creek, Plymouth, 
and many other names of lesser note to that list already inscribed 
on the hearts of the American people. Of such officers and men the 
commanding general is justly proud, and he separates from them 
with deep and lasting regret. 

It-is a pleasing reflection that the district will be commanded by 
General Palmer, an officer of distinguished service, and well ac- 
-quainted with the condition of affairs in North Carolina. 

The occasion is embraced to thank Commander Davenport, the 
officers and sailors of the navy, as well as the revenue service and 
Colonel Heaton and the officers of the Treasury Department for 
that prompt, cordial, and patriotic support which has always been 


extended to the army. 
JOHN J. PECK, 


Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpagrs. Dist. or NoRTH CAROLINA, 
Now: New Berne, N. C., April 25, 1864. 
In accordance with Special Orders, No. 109, paragraph VI, cur- 
rent series, from department headquarters, the undersigned hereby 
assumes command of the District of North Carolina. 
All existing orders and regulations will remain in force until 
otherwise ordered. 
The officers of the general staff will be announced in future orders. 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General, U. S. Volunteers. 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, April 25, 1864. 
General PALMER, 
Commanding : 

I know of a spot in the Neuse River that can be blockaded so 
effectually that years of profound peace will be requisite to remove 
the obstructions. Have I authority to do it? Nothing new this 
a.m. No enemy near here, and have things so shaped that surprise. 


is not likely. a beer 
Colonel, Commanding ‘Outposts. 


*See Butler to Peck, April 27, p. 1002, 
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New Berne, April 25, 1864. 
Colonel CLAASSEN : 


The ram is no myth. Rest assured of that. The Roanoke ram 
was considered such until she produced the greatest disaster to us of 


the year. 
PALMER, 
General. 


WASHINGTON, April 26, 1864—2 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT. 
Culpeper, Va. : 

A spy, whose information has heretofore proved correct, reports 
on the 16th that Longstreet’s baggage was at Richmond and his ar- 
tillery at Lynchburg ; that Pickett was sending 5,000 or 6,000 men 
from North Carolina to Lee, and that the latter had eighty days’ 
supplies at Gordonsville. Also that the rebels were planting tor- 
pedoes in the Rappahannock, below Tappahannock. 

H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 


April 26, 1864—9.30 p. m. 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8S. GRANT: 


I have not heard to-day from the Pennsylvania Reserves. I pub- 
lished an order warning them of the consequences of refusing to do 
duty and promising to obtain a speedy decision from the War De- 
partment in their case. I also received and transmitted to them a 
telegram received to-day from Colonel Townsend, promising prompt 
action in their case. I will telegraph to the commanding officer and 


advise you. 
GEO. G. MEADE, 
‘ Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 26, 1864—10.30 a.m. (Received 10.55 a. m.) 
Brigadier-General BENHAM, 
Commanding Engineer Brigade : 
General Burnside has been authorized to call on you for a bridge 
in case he requires one to replace the one of ten boats now laid 
across the Rappahannock. You will answer his requisition and 


furnish the necessary detail from your command to superintend the | 


laying of the bridge and taking the proper care of it. 
_ GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort RicHARDSON, VA., April 26, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. Henry J. Hunt, 
Chief of Artillery, Army of the Potomac: 
GENERAL: Yours of 23d instant isreceived. I have now ten 44-inch 


guns, with carriages, implements, platforms, &c., complete, afloat. | 
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To-morrow I shall begin to load more rapidly. I have six schooners 
) (about 200 tons) now lying at the aia and can load as fast as the 
ordnance stores arrive. Balch promises by 6th of May to fill the 
whole requisition and add eS eeral 8-inch howitzers. I shall have to 
take about twenty 44-inch guns and twenty 30-pounder Parrotts, that 
being the best the Ordnance Department can do. Captain Benton 
advises taking as many Parrotts as possible, even as a matter of 
choice. The trial 43-inch gun burst after 800 rounds, and he isa 
little afraid of them. 

My two companies, B and M, are now with the regiment, prepared 
to go with us at a very short notice. I have drawn camp and gar- 
rison equipage, &c., for the whole regiment, and hope we may all 
start at the same time, if possible. 

I am very glad you agree with me in thinking my entire brigade 
necessary. Many of the recruits are young and will of course be 
reduced in numbers by field service. The two regiments have long 
been associated and will work admirably together. I shall be de- 
lighted if it can be arranged for Colonel Kellogg to accompany me. 

_ You may count on the first line being ready by April 30, with, I 
think, very considerable additional stores. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRY L. ABBOT, 
Colonel First Connecticut Artillery. 


Stony Mountain, April 26, 1864—10 a. m. 
General Hancock and 
Captain MERRILL: 

Three hundred or 400 of the enemy are at work this a. m. on the 
slope of Clark’s Mountain, above Somerville Ford, extending the 
line of intrenchments diagonally across the mountain. A small 
party is also digging near Raccoon Ford. Two brigades of infantry 
have just passed a point behind Raccoon Ford, moving toward 
Clark’s Mountain. The last brigade was followed by two ambu-. 
lances and two wagons. , 

TAYLOR. 


Stony Mountain, April 26, 1864—5 p. m. 
General Hancock and 
Captain MERRILL: 
- The enemy have been unusually active to-day, throwing up earth- 
works between Raccoon and Somerville Fords and on Clark’s 


Mountain. 
TAYLOR. 


Pony Movuntaltn, ‘April 26, 1864—5 p. m. 
Captain Davis: 
All quiet. A small party of the enemy employed on the intrench- 
ments before reported on Clark’s Mountain. 
McCLOSKEY. 


r 
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GARNETT’s MOUNTAIN, April 26, 1864. _ 
Captain MERRILL, 
Chief Signal Officer: 

Brigade of cavalry encamped last night near Barnett’s Ford ; 
moved in a southeast direction this morning. Enemy very busy on 
works all along our front. 

WIGGINS. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 26, 1864. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 


Scouting parties from beyond James City to-day report all quiet. 


No enemy in sight. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


—eEEEEEE 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
| April 26, 1864, 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff: 
I have the honor to forward a copy of a dispatch just received 
from General Torbert in relation to the train seen by the Sixth 


Corps pickets. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


({Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS First Division, CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 26, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN: 

I sent out a party yesterday to ascertain about a wagon train re- 
ported by Sixth Corps pickets. They could find no trace of the 
enemy or wagons. Report will be forwarded. 

TORBERT, 
Brigadier- General, 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 26, 1864. 
Brigadier-General GREGG, 
Commanding Second Cavalry Division: 


The commanding officer at Grove Church reports withdrawal of 
scouting parties of the enemy and movement in direction of Orange 
Court-House. The cavalry moving in direction of Orange Court- 
House is W. H. F. Lee’s brigade. Hampton, with two brigades, is 
down about Fredericksburg yet. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


' 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 26, 1864. 
Brigadier-General WILSON, 
Third Cavalry Division: 

The First Vermont have been ordered to join you and will report 
to-morrow. I saw General Rawlins about the appointment we 
spoke about. General Grant being absent, General Rawlins will let 
me know in the morning by telegraph. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 26, 1864, 
Brigadier-General WILSON, 
Third Cavalry Division: 
Order in your men at Grove Church. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 26, 1864. (Received 9.10 p. m.) 
Major-General AUGUR: 

I am very anxious to get the Highth Illinois Cavalry, now on duty 
in Washington. Its absence breaks up one of my brigades. Cannot 
its place be supplied by one of the regiments at Giesborough Point ? 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


FAIRFAX CourRtT-HoUSsE, April 26, 1864. ; 
(Received 6.15 p. m.) 
Leut, Col, J. LH. TAyLor, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

I can start between 500 and 600 and as many infantry on Thurs- 
day as proposed. The party from Washington should start from 
here. I learn that the cavalry which were at Warrenton have gone 
to Culpeper. Please let me know as soon as possible your wishes, 
- go that I can make the necessary disposition of troops. 

a wl aL, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


FairFAX CouRT-Housn, April 26, 1864, 
Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR: 
With Colonel Lowell in command of the cavalry I have no fear of 
trouble. I should send Colonel McMahon with the infantry. 
R. O. TYLER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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MARTINSBURG, April 26, 1864—2 a. m. 
(Received 9.10 a. m.) 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper : 


I left Cumberland yesterday, after having made all arrangements 


for General Crook’s command. All the troops sent to him will reach 
him.to-day, the 26th, if nothing extraordinary happens. He tele- 
graphed me that he would not be ready to move before two or three 
days, which would be on the 28th or 29th. He requested me to 
advance a small force from Beverly toward Huntersville, which I 
have done, in ordering the cavalry which was stationed at Beverly, 
about 300, to Pocahontas County. This involved the necessity of 
reoccupying Beverly with at least one regiment of infantry, which 
I intended to send east. It is understood that General Crook will 
march down from Lewisburg to the railroad, and after having done 
all the damage he can to return to Lewisburg or to a point between 
Lewisburg and Staunton. 

From all information we have it appears to me that he will be 
successful, as his forces will be stronger than any force the enemy 
can concentrate between Lewisburg and the railroad at this moment. 
Here at Martinsburg I have now six regiments of infantry, with 
three batteries and 700 available cavalry. In two or three days I 
will have 500 cavalry more. This will then be the force on which I 
must rely. A party of 150 of our cavalry sent out yesterday met 
300 of the enemy this side of Cedar Creek and were beaten back, 
losing 15 horses and 1 officer. The enemy were of Rosser’s com- 
mand. I will act according to circumstances with the forces I have, 
and move them forward on the 28th or 29th. 

FRANZ SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 22. Cumberland, Md., April 26, 1864. 


The following will be the organization of the troops in this depart- 
ment : 

The First Infantry Division, Brig. Gen. J. C. Sullivan command- 
ing, will comprise all the infantry regiments and batteries which 
may be assigned to him by special orders. 

The Second Infantry Division, Brig. Gen. George Crook com- 
manding, will comprise all the infantry regiments and batteries now 
under his command and to be assigned to him by special orders. 

The First Cavalry Division, Maj. Gen. Julius St- hel commanding, 
will comprise all the cavalry formerly under command of Brig. Gen. 
W. W. Averell, except the First West Virginia and Fourteenth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, and will comprise also the Twentieth Penn- 
sylvania, Twenty-second Pennsylvania, Second Maryland, and Fif- 
teenth New York Cavalry. 

The Second Cavalry Division, Brig. Gen. W. W. Averell com- 
manding, will comprise the First West Virginia, Fourteenth Penn- 
sylvania, Fifth West Virginia, Seventh West Virginia, and Fighth 
Ohio Cavalry ; also the cavalry brigade of Brig. Gen. A. N. Duffié. 

These divisions will be forthwith organized into brigades by their 
respective commanders. 
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The troops stationed and performing guard duty on the line of 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, between the Monocacy and Ohio 
Rivers, herctofore organized into the First and Second Separate 
Brigades, will comprise a division to be known as the Reserve 
Division of this department. Brig. Gen. Max Weber, U. 8. Vol- 
EnLeors is assigned to the command; headquarters at Harper’s 

erry. : 

By order of Major-General Sigel : 

THAYER MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } Hpgrs. Dept. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 84. ) Cumberland, Md., April 26, 1864. 

I. It having been ascertained that there are in the county of Gil- 
mer, W. Va., 150 persons suffering for the want of the necessaries 
of life, from the fact that that country is in an impoverished and des- 
titute condition, and to whom issues of subsistence stores are abso- 
lutely necessary, the depot commissary at Clarksburg, W. Va., is 
hereby authorized and directed to make such issues to these persons, 
or so many of them as require relief from the Government, upon. 
returns approved by the senior officer on duty at that station. 

The quartermaster at that station will arrange, so far as practica-° 
ble, to transport these subsistonce stores to some convenient point in 
Gilmer County, where they will be turned over for distribution to 
some authorized agent or committee acting for and in behalf of the 
citizens. 

* * * * * * * 

VII. Maj. Gen. Julius Stahel is hereby relieved from further duty 
as chief of cavalry, and will proceed to Martinsburg, W. Va., to 
assume command of the First Infantry Division and of his own (the 
First Cavalry Division), now there concentrating. 

By order of Maj. Gen. F. Sigel : 

T. MELVIN, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 26, 1864—5 p. m. 
Major-General STAHEL: 

Your dispatch received. Colonel Wilkinson is supposed to be at 
[Clarksburg]. He is ordered to relieve the Fifty-fourth Pennsyl- 
vania by the Sixth Virginia Regiment and the Second Maryland. 
Brigadier-General Crook will probably not be ready for three or four 
days on account of the delay of our troops at Parkersburg. Has the 
Twenty-first [New York] advanced from Beverly, and has the Tenth 
Virginia Infantry fallen back to Beverly ? Will Brigadier-General 
Sullivan be here soon? I have depended on the arrangoments with 
the Sixth Virginia Cavalry going to Beverly, even if the Fourteenth 
Pennsylvania should be sent there, because this latter regiment has 
to join General Crook. It may now be sent to Beverly to re-enforce 
Colonel Harris. All the dismounted men of the Sixth Virginia should 
be ordered there at once. The mounted men may follow them after 
we can spare them. I cannot be responsiblo for any reverso if we can- 


i 
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not re-enforce Colonel Harris, of the Tenth Virginia, at once. The 
troops at Beverly will join us as soon as we have arrived at Staunton 
and Lewisburg. They are only temporarily detached. Direct Cap- 
tain Barringer to send all serviceable army wagons and ambulances 
which are not absolutely necessary to this place. We can rely only 
on twenty-five wagons from Hagerstown. Aeeetty 


Major-General. 


MARTINSBURG, April 26, 1864. 
Major-General STAHEL: 

Please come here to-morrow morning with 9 o’clock train, to take 
command of the two divisions assembled here. Take your staff and 
all your material with you. 

SIGEL, 


Major-General. 


——s 


CUMBERLAND, April 26, 1864. 
Major-General SIGEL, 
Martinsburg: 

Your telegrams are received. I will start by the 9 o’clock morning 
train for Martinsburg. The Twenty-first New York Cavalry has 
advanced from Beverly. The Fourteenth Pennsylvania has been 
ordered to Beverly. The dismounted armed men of the Sixth Vir- 
ginia will be ordered to-night to proceed to Beverly. The Tenth 
Virginia was ordered back to Beverly. General Sullivan will be 
hers to-night. I will direct Captain Barringer, who will be here to- 
night, to send all serviceable army wagons and ambulances not abso- 
lutely needed to Martinsburg. <A letter, marked ‘‘ private and con- 
fidential,” from headquarters Armies of the United States, inclosed 
in two envelopes, is received by to-night’s mail. 

JUL. STAHEL, 
Major-General. 


CUMBERLAND, April 26, 1864. 
Major-General SIGEL, 


Martinsburg: 

Captain Salisbury leaves to-night for Martinsburg, and takes the 
letter from headquarters Armies of the United States, with instruc- 
tions to deliver it to-night. 

JUL. STAHEL, 
Major-General. 


MARTINSBURG, Aprtl 26, 1864. 
, (Received 1.25 p. m.) 
Major-General STAHEL : | 
The enemy is very activein our front. Six prisoners, taken by our 
scouts to-day, report a considerable force this side of Woodstock, 
with a great scarcity of horses. 
WR TAYLORS 
Colonel, Commanding. 
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CUMBERLAND, April 26, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. C. SULLIVAN, 
Grafton : 
Please direct Colonel Moor, Twenty-eighth Ohio, to move with his 
command forthwith to Martinsburg, W. Va. 
By order of Major-General Sigel : 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, April 26, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE CROOK, 
Charleston, W. Va.: 
Major-General Stahel has been relieved as chief of cavalry and 
ordered to Martinsburg. Please send all communications formerly 
directed to be sent to him to department headquarters. 


By order : 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. - 


CUMBERLAND, April 26, 1864. 
Brigadier-General CROOK, 
Charleston: 

The orders directing Captain Means’ companies to proceed to 
Charleston have been revoked under instructions from the Secre- 
tary of War, they having been recruited for conditional service. 
The companies formerly at Buckhannon left some days ago to 
report to you. 

By order : 

T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ). Hpagrs. Mip. Drept., 8tH ARMy CoRPs, 
No. 30. t Baltumore, Md., April 26, 1864. 

Many citizens of this department have gone voluntarily into the 
States in rebellion against the United States, some to join the rebel 
army, others to aid and encourage the rebellion by their presence 
and. otherwise, who have left their property, inreal estate, slaves, 
stocks of various description, and other securities for money, in this 
department ; and many citizens of the States in rebellion who have 
participated in and encouraged that movement have similar prop- 
erty within this department. It is deemed important that such 
property should not be under the control of such persons and liable 
to be used, in whole or in part, in the support of the rebellion and 
against the interests of the United States. It is therefore hereby 
ordered that the proceeds of all real estate, the hire of all slaves, the 
interest on all debts due from persons in this department, the current 
interest on all private debts, the dividends and interest on all stocks 
and bonds of railroad companies, banks, turnpike road companies, 
manufacturing companies, and public corporations, howsoever de- 


, 
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clared and payable, which are the property of the persons above 
described and are within this department, shall be withheld by the 
persons authorized, and whose duty it is to pay the same, from such 
persons, their representatives, agents, and attorneys, howsoever con- 
stituted, and that the same shall be paid over to Lieut. Col. Alex- 
ander Bliss, quartermaster of this department, or such other agent 
as the general commanding may authorize and appoint from time to 
time. All persons having authority over such property will be held 
responsible for such sums as may be paid in violation of this order, 
and be otherwise punished by military commission. 

The hire and the proceeds of the labor of such slaves as are in the 
counties of Maryland in this department and belong to the persons 
above described will in due proportion be set apart and reserved for 
the use of such slaves, when they shall have been freed by the con- 
stitutional law of Maryland, as it is hoped they soon will be. 

By command of Major-General Wallace : 

SAMUEL B. LAWRENCH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 26, 1864—10.30 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE: 

I have now a pontoon bridge over the Rappahannock at the rail- 
road crossing, in addition to the railroad bridge, which is planked 
over and can be passed by wagons. I shall take up the pontoon 
bridge when my troops are relieved. If you require another one, 
Brigadier-General Benham, at Washington, has been directed to 
furnish it, with the necessary working party, to lay and take care 


of it. 
GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General. 


—<$<$<$_—<— 


WASHINGTON, April 26, 1864—12.20 p. m. 
Major-General BUTLER, 
. Fort Monroe, Va. : 

Lieutenant-General Grant telegraphs that he wishes New Berne 
held at all hazards, and that he would prefer to have everything re- 
moved from Washington, N. C., to having our forces in North Caro- 
lina picked off in detail, or to having our offensive operations 
abandoned to defend them. 

_H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS District oF NortTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 26, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. E. HARLAND, 
Commanding, Washington, N. C.: 
GENERAL: A very delicate duty is assigned to you; it is no less 
than the evacuation of Washington, This must be done speedily, 
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but as secretly as it is possible to do it. The guns from all the dif- 
ferent forts must be removed and placed on board of transports that 
will be sent from here. 

The First North Carolina (Union) Volunteers, under the command 
of its second officer, please to send to this place immediately by the 
Thomas Collyer. 

We do not propose to destroy a particle of property of any descrip- 
tion, as this movement is not being made in face of the enemy, as I 
do not think at this time they are near you, and this step is taken for 
the simple reason that Washington is of no strategic importance, 
and that it is not.worth the expense which is required to hold it. 
We must recollect, however, general, that many persons, both 
white and black, have sought refuge within your lines, and they 
must not be abandoned. At the proper time, of which time you 
must be the best judge, you must notify all these people of your 
intention and give them the opportunity to leave for this place, if 
they desire it. 

As to the best manner of removing the -troops, I shall leave that 
to be settled between yourself and Colonel Dutton, chief of staff, who 
will carry this dispatch to you. It may be that it will be better to 
march troops from Washington across the country to this place 
after the ammunition, ordnance stores, &c., have been removed by 
the transports. 

A forced march could perhaps move the whole garrison from that 
place to this in onenight. You must, however, if possible, keep up 
the idea that there is no intention of evacuating Washington, and 
even after the guns and stores have all been removed a small force 
must be kept in the works, and they will hold them and the town, 
unless menaced by a very superior force, and then they can with- 
draw quietly to a gun-boat which will be left there, thus leaving 
nothing for the enemy if they come and take possession. 

Keep your flags flying at the works, and I beg that you will select 
for those to remain until the last what you consider your most relia- 
ble. troops, say 200 or 250 men, and place Colonel McChesney in com- 
mand of them. 

Colonel Dutton will explain to you all of my views, and he will, I 
am sure, render you all the assistance in his power. Much has 
to be left to your own good judgment, and it is therefore impossible 
to [give] any more particular instructions. It is my impression 
that the only work that it will be necessary to demolish is the little 
island fort. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. Dept. oF VA. AND N. C., 
f Nowiie. Fort Monroe, Va., April 26, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 

V. By direction of the lieutenant-general commanding Armies of 
the United States, Brig. Gen. James H. Ledle, U.S. Volunteers, will 
report to the headquarters Army of the Potomac for orders. 

* * * * * * * 


By command of Major-General Butler : 
R. S. DAVIS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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FortTRESS Monrog, VA., April 26, 1864. 
(Received 12.15 p. m.). 
Hon. GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy: 

Will you please order by telegraph that all Farragut’s tugs which 
were ordered to the Gulf last Sunday from New York be sent here 
as early as practicable; also, the Canonicus at New York and Sau- 
gus at New York and Eutaw at Washington ? All the double-enders 
and tugs at New York should be hurried to this point. 

GEVAEOX, 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy. 


CULPEPER, VA., April 27, 1864. 
(Received 3 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

Cannot the bridges befween Bull Run and Rappahannock be held 
when we move from here by troops from Washington? Block- 
houses have been built, so that 2,000 men would be sufficient whilst 
the army is in front. They should be supplied with thirty days’ 
rations, so that there would be no necessity of sending cars over the 


road. 
Us, Ghani. 
Lieutenant-General. 


{Indorsement.] 
Copy to General Augur April 29. 


ROBERT N. SCOTT, 
Aide-de-Camp. 


CULPEPER, VA., April 27, 1864—1.30 p. m. 


(Received 3.20 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLEcK, 
Chief of Staff: 

There are rumors brought in by deserters that Longstreet, re-en- 
forced by Beauregard’s troops, will move down the Shenandoah Val- 
ley. Should they do so, throw all the force you can to head them, 
taking, if General Burnside should still be north of the Rappahan- 
nock, all or as much of his force as necessary. If such a movement 
is commenced by the enemy after we start from here I will follow 
him with force enough to prevent his return south. 

Us; Ss. GRANT, 
Ineutenant-General. 


CULPEPER, April 27, 1864—8.30 a. m. 
Major-General Mpapz, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac: 

General Burnside’s command leaves Alexandria this morning to 
take position between Bull Run and the Rappahannock. You can 
give orders to your troops to move to the front as soon as relieved 
and guards posted. 

U. 8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


* 4s emtid 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 27, 1864—11.45 a. m. 
Maj. T. M. VIncENT : 
Can you tell me when the two regiments of Shaler’s brigade now 
at Sandusky will probably rejoin this army? 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Apri 27, 1864—11 a. m. 
EK. L. WENTz, 
General Superintendent, or 
M. J. McCRIcKETT, 
Assistant Superintendent U. S. Military Railroad: 

The commanding general directs that you furnish the command- 
ing officer of the troops now coming on the railroad to relieve the 
troops of this army with a statement showing the details of all 
kinds now performing railroad service of any kind along the line of 
road, and thet you request the commander to promptly relieve such 
details. The commanding general fully expects that every officer 
and man now doing railroad duty, belonging to this army, will be 
promptly returned to it. Please acknowledge. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 27, 1864—4.50 p. m. 
M. J. McCrIckeEtt, 
Assistant Superintendent Military Railroad, Alexandria: 
Your dispatch received. General Meade desires that all troops 
belonging to the Army of the Potomac, whether employed as guards 
to trains, guards to construction parties, or as wood parties, be 
promptly relieved and sent to their regiments, and it is his wish 
that General Burnside be furnished with a statement showing where 
these detachments now are and what you will require for railroad 
service, so that our troops can be at once relieved. 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 27, 1864. 
Captain MERRILL: 

About a brigade of the enemy’s infantry pitched their tents last 
eve on the northeast slope of Clark’s Mountain, near Somerville 
Ford. They are throwing up works on the slope of Clark’s Mount- 
ain this a. m. and behind Raccoon Ford. 

HOLLAND. 
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GARNETT’s MountTAIN, April 27, 1864. 
Captain MERRILL, 
Chief Signal Officer: 
New camp seen below Barnett’s Ford. Enemy busy on line of 
works, Artillery in position at Raccoon Ford. 


WIGGINS and FULLER. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 27, 1864—11.45 a. m. 
COMMANDING OFFICER SIXTH CORPS: 

I have telegraphed for information respecting the two regiments 
of Shaler’s brigade at Sandusky. General Meade thinks you had 
better provide the transportation as if they were here. 

S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 27, 1864. 
COMMANDING OFFICER SIXTH CORPS: 
Major Vincent states that the two regiments of Shaler’s brigade at 
Sandusky will probably leave that place to rejoin your command on 


Friday next. 
S. WILLIAMS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ALEXANDRIA, VA., April 27, 1864. 
(Received 2.30 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff: 

Would like to have the Twenty-second New York keep their horses. 
Please have General Augur order the three cavalry regiments to 
proceed direct to Fairfax Court-House with five days’ rations and 
150 rounds ammunition each. Their transportation can be returned 
from Fairfax. All regiments to report to me had hereafter better 
go by way of Fairfax. I have given all the orders to that effect that 
I am authorized to do, The troops moved from here this morning. 

A. E. BURNSIDE, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoTomac, 
April 27, 1864—12.15 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. A. EK. BURNSIDE: 
Brigadier-General Briggs, at Alexandria ; Colonel McCandless, at 
Bristoe Station, and Brigadier-General Griffin, at Rappahannock 
Station, can indicate to you where the troops of this army, acting as 
guards along the railroad and to be relieved by your command, are 
located. But in addition to these details are some small detach- 
ments performing special railroad service as wood-choppers, guards 
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for construction parties, &c. I have to request that you will also 
have these detachments relieved as soon as practicable, so that they 
can rejoin their regiments. Mr. Wentz, superintendent, or Mr. 
McCrickett, assistant superintendent, of the road, have been directed 
to inform you where these details are posted. 
GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


— 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 27, 1864. 
Major-General HUMPHREYs, 
Chief of Staff: 

I have a strong party out from the First Division with directions 
to go to Robertson River. Will it answer to delay the party 
ordered to Thoroughfare Mountain and beyond until this party géts 
back? The party will return by Waylandsburg, and may bring in- 
formation. Please answer. 

Very respectfully, 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 27, 1864. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 

The party sent out to Robertson River this morning has just 
returned. They went out via James City and returned south of 
Thoroughfare Mountain. They found no enemy on this side of the 
river, but report about 50 men at Russell’s Ford, Robertson River. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 27, 1864. 
Brigadier-General TORBERT, ; 
Commanding First Division, Cavalry Corps: 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to inform 
you that Major-General Meade has sent word that the enemy have 
infantry at Wolftown, west of Madison Court-House, and directs that 
a party be sent out via Thoroughfare Mountain to ascertain if such 
is the case; that the party shall go as far as Robertson River, and 
perhaps Madison Court-House, to see what information can be picked 
up. General Sheridan notified General Meade of the party which 
went to Robertson River to-day, but unless it went on the Thor- 
oughfare road to Robertson River he directs that you send a second 
party at once sufficiently strong to make it safe, the object being to 
collect information. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
a J. W. FORSYTH, 
Chief of Staff. 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
‘ April 27, 1864. 


Brigadier-General TORBERT, 
Commanding First Cavalry Dwision : 

GENERAL: Agreeable to instructions of the general command- 
ing, you will, to-morrow morning, send a brigade from _your divis- 
ion On a reconnaissance to Madison Court-House. It has been 
reported that there is a force of infantry at Wolftown belonging to 
Longstreet’s corps, and the general desires further efforts to ascer- 
tain if this report is true. He also desires to ascertain if the cavalry 
reported at Madison Court-House is a strong party. Great care will 
have to be taken by the officer in charge of this reconnaissance in the 
crossing of the river; only sufficient force to determine whether the 
cavalry is strong at the Court-House should cross the river. The 
object of the expedition is simply a reconnaissance. If you think 
there is much cavalry down the river toward Locust Dale, two addi- 
tional regiments should afterward be sent out to James City as a 
support. Send also a signal officer with this party to take a look 
with a good glass from Thoroughfare Mountain. These instructions 
will supersede all others given. The signal officer will go with the 
brigade ordered. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES W. FORSYTH, 
Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION, 
April 27, 1864. 
Lieutenant-Colonel ForsyTH, 
Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 


Colonel Taylor, at Morrisville, reports all quiet in that section. 
He forwards a report from commanding officer at Grove Church 
that he learned from citizens who have taken the oath that there 
were 6,000 rebel cavalry at Fredericksburg on the 26th ; that Long- 
street’s force is at Gordonsville. Colonel Taylor asks permission to 
send 100 men on a scout to Falmouth to obtain information. 

D. McM. GREGG, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding. 


(Copy to General Humphreys. ) 


FatrRFAxX CouRT-Hovuss, April 27, 1864. 
! (Received 10.30 a. m.) 
Maj. Gen. C. C. AuGuR: 
The cavalry will start at daylight, and the infantry at noon to- 
morrow. 
A ae R. O,. TYLER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
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CIRCULAR. | Hpgrs. DEPT. OF WASHINGTON, 22D A. C., 
Washington, April 27, 1864. 
The following order is republished for the information of all con- 
cerned : 
GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 
No. 16 April 7, 1863. 


The destruction of fences in the counties of Prince William, Loudoun, Alexan- 
dria, and Fairfax, Virginia, renders it necessary, for the cultivation of the land, that 
all farm stock should be confined or properly herded. It is accordingly ordered that 
stock found running at large, and not sufficiently herded, shall be seized and turned 
over to the provost-marshal, to be disposed of as the general commanding may 
direct, and the number and value thereof reported to these headquarters. Stock not 
herded or watched, so as to prevent their trespassing upon cultivated lands, will be 
regarded as running at large, and seized accordingly. 


By command of Major-General Augur: 


C. H. RAYMOND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CULPEPER April 27, 1864—9 a. m. 
(Received 9.45 a. m.) 
Major-General S1GEL, Cumberland, Md. : 
Did you receive my letter fixing date of departure for expedition ? 
Start it 2d of May, if not otherwise directed. 
U.S.) GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General. 


MARTINSBURG, VA., April 27, 1864—8 a. m. 
(Received 9.40 a. m.) 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT, 
Culpeper Court-House : 


Your letter of the 24th instant in regard to Generals Crook and 
Averell is just received and communicated to General Crook. 
FRANZ SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


, 


CULPEPER, April 27, 1864—1.30 p. m. 
Major-General SIGEL, Cumberland, Md. : 
There are indications and rumors of an intention on the part of 
_ the enemy to move a force down the Shenandoah Valley. Use every 
- effort to get information as far up in that direction as you can, and 


report everything you learn. 
3 : U. S. GRANT, 


Tneutenant-General. 


MARTINSBURG, W. VA., April 27, 1864. 
(Received 8 p. m.) 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, Culpeper : 
Your dispatch in regard to a movement in the Shenandoah Valley 
received. I will do everything to find out and report. 
FRANZ SIGEL, 
Major-General. 
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MARTINSBURG, April 27, 1864—11 a. m. 
(Received 3.30 p. m.) 


Lieutenant-General GRANT: 

Six rebel prisoners, of Gilmor’s battalion, were brought in yester- 
day. Iexamined them. They wish to be exchanged and go back 
to the Southern army, with the exception of an Irishman, a sailor, 
who wishes to take the oath of allegiance. I had a private interview 
with him and he says the following: 

Longstreet’s troops were encamped on last Saturday between Char- 
lottesville and Gordonsville, on his way to Lee. He says that 2 men 
came from Richmond to join Gilmor’s battalion, at Mount Jackson. 
They told him that Roland [?] was on the Peninsula, and that Wise 
has taken command at Charleston. Opinion prevails in the South 
that we have got tired of Charleston. He assures me that there is 
no truth in the rumor of Johnston having joined Lee’s army; at least 
there was nothing known about it at Staunton and in the valley. He 
says that General Elzey, at Staunton, is authorized to strengthen his 
division, assisted by Marshal Kane, of Baltimore, from all Mary- 
landers of Lee’s army and other commands, but that Lee refused to 
let them go. Imboden has been made a major-general, and Gilmor 
is before a court-martial for robbing citizens on the railroad instead 
of destroying bridges and cars, when he made his last raid. 

Our cavalry had a successful skirmish yesterday at Springfield, 


north of Romney. 
FRANZ SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


CHARLESTON, April 27, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. F. SIGEL, 
Martinsburg: 

Your dispatch received. I will be ready to move on the 2d of May. 
Will you please have a portion of the Eighth Ohio Cavalry ordered 
here at once, say, one battalion, to command this post, and let the 
remainder of the regiment draw and send their equipments and 
horses after them to this place ? 


GEORGE CROOK, 
Brigadier-General. 


SPECIAL ane ae Hpgrs. Dept. or Wrst VIRGINIA, 
No. 85. Cumberland, Md., April 27, 1864. 
* * * * * *k * 


II. Brig. Gen. J. C. Sullivan, U. S. Volunteers, is relieved from 
further duty at Webster, W. Va., and will proceed to Martinsburg, 
W. Va., to assume command of the First Infantry Division of this 
department, now there concentrating. 


* x * * * * * 
By order of Maj. Gen. F. Sigel : 


T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 27, 1864. (Received 12 m.) 
Captain McENTER, 
Harper's Ferry: 

Longstreet’s advance is at Wolftown, Madison County. He has 
two divisions of his old corps. General Polk lately here, ee we can- 
not hear of his troops. We hear that Beauregard’s advance is at 
Petersburg ; also that Rosser is pushing down the valley. 

GHO. H. SHARPE, 
Colonel, Provost-Marshal. 


Point oF Rocks, MD., Apri 27, 1864. 
[General Max WEBER:] 


There was an effort made last night and this a. m. to cross the 
river with the cavalry, but it is impossible, as the river is too high. 


Your obedient servant, 
WALTER SAUNDERS, 
Capt., Comdg. Detach. 1st Md. Regt., Potomac Home Brig. 


Hpgrs. DETACHMENT SECOND BRIGADE, 
On the march, near Ravenswood, April 27, 1864—7 a. m. 


Capt. W. RuMsgEy, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

CapTatIn: I have the honor to report my command at this point, 
ready again to resume the march. The transportation for forage, 
which was to have been furnished on the morning of the 24th instant, 
was not supplied until 1 a.m. on the 25th. At 7 o’clock, that date, I 
took up the march from Parkersburg with forty-three wagons and 
twelve ambulances. I moved as rapidly as the roads would possibly 
permit during the day, encamping for the night 1 mile from Belleville, 
on Pond Creek, all of the wagons arriving except the supply train of 
twenty-two six-mule wagons. These got fast on the mountain and it 
was not until 11.30 o’clock on the morning of the 26th that they ar- 
rived, after putting 10 mules tothem and dragging them into camp one 
ata time. At noon on the 26th, after lightening the train by issuing 
the grain for one day, I moved forward again, reaching this point at 
% o'clock last evening. Lieutenant Wetmore, assistant adjutant-gen- 
eral, has arrived within half an hour with the train, after marching 
all afternoon and the entire night, leaving five wagons behind upset 
at the foot of a steep hill. There is a detail of 50 men and_pulley- 
ropes getting them up, and the lieutenant informs me that they can 
be brought forward in two hours. I shall go back myself and assist 
in getting them forward. I never in my life saw such roads, or in 
such condition. I find it necessary at times to make entirely new 
roads and repair broken bridges. The mud in some places is so 
deep as to drag on the axles of the wagons, and the mules, who have 
been on the cars four days, taken out and hitched on the wagons, 
with no rest and but one feed, could not or would not pull at all, 
and the drivers, a greater portion of whom were hired at Parkers- 
burg, knew nothing whatever of driving. Sixty, out with picket- 
ropes, have dragged the greater portion of the supply train from 
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Parkersburg. The train has really been on the march since the 
time of starting. Lieutenant Wetmore states that there is not one 
wagon in the train that has not been overturned, in some cases as 
many as six times. I shall keep the train moving constantly, and 
when the mules are completely worn out substitute horses from the 
command. The clay mud is of such a consistency as to be as tough 
as putty, and a large number of the horses have lost their shoes, 
which are being replaced as rapidly as possible from the extra ones 
in the saddle-bags. The delay is to me very vexatious, and I shall 
spare no exertions to hurry everything forward. It was a sad mis- 
take to have attempted to send any portion of the command what- 
ever by this road. Please assure the general commanding that I 
am aware of the urgency in having everything forward as soon as 
possible, and will exert any effort in my power to hurry them for- 
ward. The road between Pond Creek and this point was declared 
impassable by all I questioned. 
I am, captain, very respectfully, 
J. M. SCHOONMAKHER, 


Colonel, Commanding. 


Fort Monrog, Va., April 27, 1864—11 a. m. 


(Received 11.30 a. m.) 
Lieut. Gen. U. 8. GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va. : 

Dispatches from New Berne. All quiet at New Berne and Little 
Washington, N. C. Deserter captured reports Martin’s brigade, of 
which he isa member, and other troops being forwarded, via Wel- 
don, to Richmond, and railroad seized for that purpose. Do not 
apprehend further demonstration in North Carolina. 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Fort Monroe, Va., April 27, 1864. 


(Received 11.40 a. m.) 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 


Culpeper : 

Colonel Rowley has arrived. But one iron-clad here yet. Three 
more to come. Will not be here before Sunday ; General Gillmore 
not before Saturday, if then. Six regiments of his troops behind, 
two of which are near Washington. 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 


Major-General, 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } Hpgrs. DEPT. oF Va. AND N. C., 
INO: D7, Fort Monroe, Va., April 27, 1864. 
XI. Brig. Gen. Israel Vogdes is hereby temporarily relieved from 
duty in the Tenth Army Corps, and is ordered to report to General 
Shepley, to be assigned to the command of the Defenses of Norfolk 
and Portsmouth. ; 


By command of Major-General Butler : 


R. 8. DAVIS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


‘ 
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EASTVILLE, VA., April 27, 1864. 
Major-General BUTLER : 

Sir: We are all right this morning. Have no trace of guerrillas 
yet. Have my men out scouting the necks and creeks. Hope we 
may come up with them. I fear they have gone up the sound on 
sea side. Have no means of following them there. If you would 
let me have 30 carbines and slings, 30 sabers and belts, and 80 pis- 
tols, with ammunition to suit them, it will be of great service and 
enable us to take care of these fellows when they come. I would 
much like to have them by the boat, and will send all proper papers 
by the mail to-morrow. I hope, sir, you can let me have these arms. 
Will you please let me know? 

Respectfully, 
R. E. DUVALL, 
Captain, Commanding. 


Hpagrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, April 2%, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE F. SHEPLEY, 
Norfolk : 

GENERAL: Brigadier-General Vogdes, a very fine officer, has beer 
ordered to report to you to be assigned to command of the line of 
defenses. This was done knowing that most of your time would 
be occupied in the internal affairs of your district, and that the line 
would necessarily be commanded by one of your colonels, and as 
that line is of great importance, the commanding general thought 
best to send you a good general officer that you could rely upon. I 
would suggest that he make his headquarters at either Portsmouth 
or at General Heckman’s old headquarters. You will find General 
Voedes a first-class soldier, and you need not hesitate to intrust him 
to any extent in military matters. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W. SHAFFER, 
Colonel and Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS NORFOLK AND PORTSMOUTH, 
Norfolk, Va., April 27, 1864. 
Col. J. W. SHAFFER, 
Chief of Staff: 
CoLONEL : I perceive that all ordnance stores have been transferred 
. from Norfolk and Portsmouth to Fort Monroe. If possible, I would 
like to have you send me a good officer for ordnance officer. I think 
there should be a depot for ordnance stores at Portsmouth. 
The Thirty-seventh U. S. Colored Troops have been relieved, and 
I have ordered the Thirty-eighth to occupy the intrenched camps 
vacated by the Thirty-seventh. Colonel Dimon is making new 
enlistment papers for the First U. 8. Volunteers, the mustering offi- 
cer declining to muster them on their papers. I should like to be 
informed in advance of any orders to General Kautz in season to 
supply the place of the Pennsylvania cavalry on picket and outpost 
duty with the Twentieth New York. The enemy’s pickets have 
appeared below South Mills, probably from Winton, to ascertain if 
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we are sending re-enforcements by way of the sound. A small 
scouting party of the enemy, who have a rumor that we have evac- 
uated Norfolk to send troops to James River, appear beyond Suffolk 
to ascertain the facts. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Gy SHER EEY, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, April 27, 186. 
Maj. Gen. Joun J. PECK, 
Hadgqrs. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina: 

GENERAL: I have read your General Orders, No. 70, and I wish to 
call your attention to this paragraph: ‘‘ Many of the troops have 
been in the field since the outbreak of the revolution.” What revo- 
lution do you mean ? The revolution of our ancestors against Eng- 
land? There has been no revolution in the United States since, but 
there has been and isa rebellion. It is not usual for officers in the 
United States to style the rebellion a revolution. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DistRIcT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 27, 1864. 
Commander H. K. DAVENPORT, U. 8. Navy, 
Comdg. Naval Forces District of North Carolina: 

Sir: L yesterday made youacquainted with my plans for evacuating 
Little Washington. Transports were sent there to bring away the 
forces and stores as quickly as possible. This morning, however, 
heavy firing has been reported in the direction of Little Washing- 
ton, and it may be that they are attacked there. If you, have a 
eun-boat that can be spared to go to Washington I will be much 
obliged to you if you will send her. She could be useful in carry- 
ing dispatches there, and she may be very much needed either for 
assisting in the defense or in the bringing away of the men and 
stores. If you will direct Captain Renshaw to let his forces assist in 
removing the stores and in bringing them here it would materially 
assist us, as we have but few transports now here. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General. 


WASHINGTON, April 28, 1864—3.30 p. m. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va.: 

General Augur has been stripped of almost everything available 
to give to General Burnside. When the trains cease to run the guards 
under General Briggs can be placed in the block-houses, between Bull 
Run and the Rappahannock. I willalso givehim the Massachusetts 
detached artillery as soon as it arrives. No troops are yet available 
to replace Abbot's artillery in the fortifications. Perhaps some 
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| militia or invalids from the West may arrive in time. If not, we 
must weaken the other garrisons. There is very little left outside 
of Burnside’s command to use against any movement of Longstreet. 
The Navy Department says that one iron-clad left New York and 
one left Philadelphia on the 26th, and should reach Fortress Monroe 
to-day. The one from Boston touched at New York, and will leave 


there to-morrow. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 28, 1864—9 p. m. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT: : 

There are no troops now at Warrenton. Gregg’s division of cav- 
alry has been there all winter, but isnow on the Warrenton railroad 
3 miles from the junction. I propose to move him to-morrow or 
next day across the Rappahannock. I see no occasion for the per- 
manent occupation of Warrenton, except to keep out Mosby’s men. 
This can be done by scouting parties from the junction. I have, 
telegraphed about Gregg to General Burnside. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


HARPER’S FERRY, April 28, 1864—5.30 p. m. 
(Received 5.40 p. m.) 
Col. GrorGEe H. SHARPE: 

Deserters who come in to-day report Longstreet’s advance at 
Sperryville. Beauregard, with a large force, near Richmond. Ex- 
Governor Wise has taken Beauregard’s placeat Charleston. Rosser’s 
command, about 1,500 strong, but in bad condition, recruiting horses 
near Natural Bridge, in Rockbridge County. Imboden at Mount 
Crawford. Rosser marched from near Weyer’s Cave to Chancellors- 
ville, in March, to catch Kilpatrick on his return, then back to his 
present position. Repeated long marches during the winter have 


used him up. 
JOHN McENTEEH, 
Captain, Ke. 


Pony MovuntaIn, April 28, 1864—9 a. m. 
Captain FISHER : 
No working parties of the enemy visible this a.m. on Clark’s 
- Mountain. A small body of men at Raccoon Ford strengthening 
_ works at that point. 
PAINE. 


Stony Mountain, Apral 28, 1864—10 a. m. 


General HANcockK and 
Captain FISHER : 

The large camp of the enemy on the line of the Orange Court- 
House and Fredericksburg pike, in a southwesterly direction from 
this station, appears much thinner than heretofore. No change on 
the river front and no working parties seen this a. m. 

TAYLOR. 


1004 OPERATIONS IN N. ©, VA, W. VA., MD., AND PA. [Cuar. XLV. 


Stony Mountain, April 28, 1864—5 p. m. 
General Hancock and 
Captain FISHER : 

All quiet. Cavalry and infantry drills near Clark’s Mountain this 
p.m. Lieutenant Holland visited the river front near Raccoon Ford 
to-day and reports about 50 of the enemy digging on the river bank 
directly in rear of the ford. He saw their guns in position at the 
ford, one of heavy caliber, and a party cutting embrasures in the 
work for another gun. 

TAYLOR. 


Pony Mountain, April 28, 1864—5.30 p. m. 
Captain FISHER : 
All quiet. About 200 of the enemy working on intrenchments 
heretofore reported at Raccoon Ford, and about 1 mile to the right. 
The cavalry sent out on a reconnaissance this a. m. has returned. 


McCLOSKEY. 


——— 


CULPEPER, April 28, 1864—11 p. m. 
(Received 1 a. m., 29th.) 
Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE, 
Warrenton Junction, Va. : 
There are no troops at Warrenton. None are necessary. 
U. 8. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


MANASSAS JUNCTION, VA., April 28, 1864. 


(Received 3.40 p. m.) 
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff : 
Head of my column now here in good condition. Encamp at 
Bristoe to-night, and hope to relieve all of Meade’s men to-morrow. 
A. E. BURNSIDE, 
Major-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, Wark Dept., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 161. Washington, April 28, 1864. 
* * X* * * * * 

32. Maj. Gen. T. L. Crittenden, U. 8. Volunteers, will report in 
person without delay to Major-General Burnside, U. 8. Volunteers, 
for assignment to duty. 

* * * * * * * 


By order of the Secretary of War: 


W. A. NICHOLS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Pony Mountain, April 28, 1864—12.45 p. m. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, Chief of Staff : 
Our cavalry charged into Madison Court-House about 11 a. m. 
Found only 30 rebels. No indications of the presence of the enemy 


in force in this section. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 28, 1864. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac : 

I reported to you about 12 o’clock the result of the expedition to 
Madison Court-House. No infantry at Wolftown. A detailed report 
will be forwarded in the morning. 

P. H. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 28, 1864. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 
A small party of rebel cavalry, 22 or 23 men, made their appear- 
ance this morning at Ely’s Ford. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 


Major-General, Commanding Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE’ POTOMAC, 
April 28, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, Commanding Cavalry Corps: 

The major-general commanding directs that General Gregg’s 
division be moved to Paoli Mills, or some convenient point in that 
vicinity, crossing the Rappahannock at Kelly’s Ford, where a bridge 
will be established by the engineers to-morrow, and taken up as soon 


as they have crossed. 
A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CoRPs, 
April 28, 1864. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 
The following report just received from General Gregg, command- 
ing Second Division Cavalry : 
Lieut. Col. J. W. Forsytu, Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps: 
Colonel Taylor reports all quiet at Morrisville and Grove Church, One guerrilla 
captured at Warrenton. 
D. McM. GREGG, 
Brigadier-General. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 
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No. 23. Cumberland, Md., April 28, 1864. 


I. It is the professional business of rebel agents and spies, as it 1s 
the pleasure of rebel sympathizing citizens, within our lines to orig- 
inate and spread false rumors in regard to the strength of the enemy, 
his positions and his movements, for the purpose of misleading the 
military authorities and alarming the loyal portion of the people. 
To suppress as far as possible this practice, so fruitful of evil, officers 
and soldiers are directed to refrain from conversing with citizens 
upon military matters, and to report to the nearest commanding 
officer or provost-marshal the name of any citizen who pretends to 
have or give information of the enemy, that he may be arrested, 
examined, and held accountable for the truth of his reports. 

Il. In accordance with instructions from the Adjutant-General’s 
Office, so much of General Orders, No. 17, current series, from 
these headquarters, as prescribes that enlisted men who are found 
to be proper subjects for transfer to the Navy shall be sent to 
Baltimore, Md., is revoked, and they will be sent hereafter to Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

By order of Major-General Sigel : 

THAYER MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hogrs. Derr. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 


MARTINSBURG, April 28, 1864—10 p. m. 
(Received 9.10 a. m., 29th.) 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT: 


General Crook will be prepared to move on the 2d of May. He 
telegraphs me so. I informed him that he shall move on that day. 
FRANZ SIGEL, 
Major-General. 


MARTINSBURG, W. Va., April 28, 1864—9 p. m. 

- (Received 6 a, m., 29th.) 

Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper, Va.: 

I will move to-morrow to Bunker Hill, 12 miles south of Mar- 
tinsburg. No further news received in regard to the enemy, except 
that Longstreet’s forces are supposed to be in Page County. This, 
however, is only the report of a refugee, who learned it at Winches- 
ter on his way from Harrisonburg. There is an excellent road 
leading from Madison Court-House by Criglersville and Ragged 
Mountain to Luray. This road is not marked on Lloyd’s map. I 
believe that if Longstreet is on the left of Lee’s army he has sent 
a force on that road to Luray, Page County. He may follow with 
his corps, and either march to Front Royal or throw his troops from 
Luray across the Shenandoah. There are two or three fords b 
which he can pass from Luray into the Shenandoah Valley. I will 
report again to-morrow. It is difficult to get much positive informa- 
tion, as the cavalry here is in a wretched condition, and can hardly 
protect my scouting parties. 

F. SIGEL, 


Major-General. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, } Hpgrs. Dept. oF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 86. f Cumberland, Md., April 28, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 

IV. The First Cavalry Division and First Infantry Division of 
this department will advance to-morrow, April 29, to Bunker Hill 
and vicinity. Special instructions will be received by the command- 
ing officers of these divisions from Maj. Gen. Julius Stahel, to whom 
they will report for orders. 

By order of Major-General F. Sigel : 

T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL et Hpars. 3D Div., DEPT. or W. Va., 
No, 13, Charleston, W. Va., April 28, 1864. 

The following-named regiments, having reported at these head- 

quarters, are assigned as follows: Third Regiment Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Reserve Corps, Col. H. G. Sickel; Fourth Regiment 
Pennsylvania Volunteer Reserve Corps, Col. R. H. Woolworth; 
Eleventh Regiment Virginia Volunteer Infantry, Col. D. Frost ; 
Fifteenth Regiment Virginia Volunteer Infantry, Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Morris, will form a brigade to be designated as the Third Bri- 
gade Infantry, and will be commanded by Col. H. G. Sickel, Third 
Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Reserve Corps. 

The Thirty-sixth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Col. H. F. 
Devol, is assigned to duty in the First Brigade, Col. R. B. Hayes, 
Twenty-third Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, commanding. 

The Fourteenth Regiment Virginia Volunteer Infantry, Col. D. 
D. Johnson, is assigned to duty in the Second Brigade, Col. C. B. 
White, Twelfth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, commanding. 

By command of Brig. Gen. George Crook: 

JAMES L. BOTSFORD, 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, April 28, 1864. 
Major-General SIGEL, 
Martinsburg : 
Colonel Moor reports his troops arrived, and asks if he will take 
Keeper’s battery along. Twenty-eighth [Ohio] has no transportation. 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


—EEEEE, 


CUMBERLAND, April 28, 1864. 
Col. A. Moor, 
Webster : 

The general commanding directs that Keeper’s battery remain at 
Webster until further orders. You will therefore proceed with your 
regiment to Martinsburg. 

TT. MEL EN, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


x 
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CUMBERLAND, April 28, 1864. 
Major-General STAHEL, Martinsburg: 
Colonel Wynkoop with mounted portion of his command left at 


spe ti. 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


CUMBERLAND, April 28, 1864. 
Col. N. W1LKINsoN, New Creek: 

Captain Jachne’s company, Sixteenth Illinois Cavalry, at Webster, 
was ordered to report to you. It is reported that a portion refused 
to obey, claiming their term has expired. You will take steps to 
enforce the orders. 

By command of Major-General Sigel : 

T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


APRIL 28, 1864. 
Col. E. D. TOWNSEND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Str: Disloyalty is cropping out so boldly in the counties of Kent, 
Queen Anne, Caroline, Talbot, Dorchester, Somerset, and Worcester, 
_on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, that I will have to proclaim mar- 
tial law over them. To enforce the proclamation seven companies 
of infantry are necessary, one for each county. Without stripping 
the forts of their garrison, such a force is not available in my de- 
partment. Iam therefore compelled to request at least that many 
companies be ordered to my command. 

It is proper to say that the counties named are now occupied by 
Maryland cavalry, who were recruited from their population, and 
have been so long stationed amongst them that they are not now, if 
they ever were, as well fitted for the duty referred to as strangers 
will be. Besides that, I am desirous of making such a redisposition 
of the force now in my department as will enable me to bring all my 
cavalry, such as it is, into the territory south of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad. This I cannot do without draining my forts of their 
defenses or requesting the additional force above stated. 

I beg the Secretary of War to understand that I would not make 
this application if it was not, in my judgment, absolutely essential 
to enable me to administer to his satisfaction the affairs of this de- 
partment. 

Very respectfully, 
LEW. WALLACH, 
Major-General, Commanding Middle Department. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., April 28, 1864—10.40 a. m. 
Major-General Pops, : 
Milwaukee, Wis. : 
Lieutenant-General Grant directs that you send all the infantry 
you can possibly spare to Washington at once. 
H. W. HALLECK, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 
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CULPEPER, VA., April 28, 1864—1.30 p. m. 
(Received 1.40 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff : 
Has any but the one iron-clad gone to Fort Monroe? General 
Butler states that but one has reached there. 
U. 8S. GRANT, 
Lneutenant-General. 


Fort Monroe, April 28, 1864. 
(Received 10.45 a. m.) 


Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant: 


Captain Clarke, of my staff, has just returned from North Caro- 
lina. Reports North Carolina relieved from rebel troops that have 


gone to Virginia. 
B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 


CULPEPER CouRT-Hovuss, Va., April 28, 1864. 
Major-General BUTLER, 
Comdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina : 

If no unforeseen accident prevents, I will move from here on 
Wednesday, the 4th of May. Start your forces on the night of the 
4th, so as to be as far up the James River as you can get by daylight 
the morning of the 5th, and push from that time with all your 
might for the accomplishment of the object before you. Should 
anything transpire to delay my movement I will telegraph. Ac- 
knowledge the receipt of this by telegraph. Everything possible is 
now being done to accumulate a force in Washington from the 
Northern States, ready to re-enforce any weak points. I will 
instruct General Halleck to send them to you should the enemy fall 
behind his fortifications in Richmond. You will therefore keep the 
headquarters at Washington advised of every move of the enemy so 


far as you know them. 
U. 8. GRANT, 


Lieutenant-General, 


Hpers. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort; Monroe, April 28, 1864. 
- Rear- Admiral GEE, 
Gommanding, North Atlantic Blockading, Squadron, : 
ADMIRAL: Ihave received your note containing information re-. 
ceived ‘from Mr, Davis off Wilmington. Later. information brought 
to me puts. Beauregard’s. advance.at. Petersburg, on thejr way to, 
Richmond; and Lee’s. army in Virginia. Captain Glarke, of my 
staff, has. just come up, and reports the rebel troops. all leaving, 
North, Carolina, Plymouth is evacuated, and Little Washington’ 
and New,Berne, are relieved from all threats of operations. 
L have the. honor, to be, very,respectfully, your obedient servant, 
'B. FF. BUTLER; : 
Mejor; General, Command ngs, 
fg. Ry Res VOly, SREY 
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HEADQUARTERS NORFOLK AND PORTSMOUTH, 
Norfolk, Va., April 28, 1864. 


Col. J. W. SHAFFER, 
Chief of Staff: 

CoLoNEL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours 
of the 27th instant. The assignment of General Vogdes relieves me 
from the necessity I should otherwise have been under of moving 
my headquarters to the vicinity of the line of defenses, as I had no 
officer to whom I could at present have committed the charge of that 
line. General Kautz is now at headquarters formerly occupied by 
General Heckman. General Vogces’ headquarters will be at or near 
Portsmouth. He will have the Twentieth New York Cavalry, eight 
companies ; Thirteenth New York Heavy Artillery, four companies ; 
Second Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, and one light battery, and 
eee infantry force as shall be determined on after consultation with 

im. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GLE SHEEHY. 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS District OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 28, 1864. 
Maj. R. S. Davis, 
A. A. G., Hdqrs. Dept. Va. and N. C., Fortress Monroe, Va.: 


Masor: Since my last communication to the general the various 
movements of troops in this district necessary for the carrying out 
the plans of the major-general commanding have been pushed as 
rapidly as possible. 

A copy of my instructions to General Harland, commanding at 
Little Washington, I inclose. General Harland wrote yesterday 
to me informing me that he is carrying out my instructions as 
rapidly as he can. The enemy’s pickets are in sight of him toward 
Plymouth. I have sent to Washington all the transportation I 
can raise. Schooners are towed up for the purpose of bringing 
away the contrabands. The First North Carolina Regiment is here. 
They have with them some 300 women and children. I shall make 
the best use of them I can, but these Carolina regiments are a great 
drag upon us at such a time as this. " 

_In this connection [ will state that it has become a positive neces- 
sity to occupy the hospital (general) buildings at Beaufort or More- 
head City for these Carolina families. JI am sorry to be obliged to 
take this measure of sheltering them, and the buildings will be 
vacated as soon as possible. I hope you will make my peace with 
the medical director for this. Three thousand contrabands will be 
here from Washington alone. I wish very much that Captain James 
could be here to provide for them. 


I write very hastily, and J am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 


I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General, 


vance 
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{Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS District oF NoRTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 27, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. Epwarp HARLAND, 
Comdg. Sub-dist. of the Pamlico, Little Washington, N. C.: 

GENERAL: Commander Davenport has complied with my request 
to send the gun-boat Commodore Barney to assist in the defense of 
a place if a fight is forced upon you while you are evacuating the 
place. 

This morning firing is reported in the direction of Washington, 
and, of course, I feel very anxious to know what is going on there. 
You know perfectly my idea, and all that has been directed is known 
and approved of by the commanding general of the department. 
As I informed you in my letter of yesterday, much has to be left 
to your own good judgment. If we can get your command safely 
here we will be secure against any attack, I think, and it will not be 
many days before the pressure is removed from this district. Com- 
mander Davenport will probably direct Captain. Renshaw to give 
you all the assistance in every way in his power. 

The Barney could bring away a great many guns and stores, and 
I hope the Valley City will bring everything she possibly can. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DistRIcT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 28, 1864. 
Commodore H. K. DAVENPORT, 
Senior Naval Officer in the Sounds of North Carolina : 
Sir: The movement now in execution at Little Washington is 
of a very delicate nature, and gun-boats lying in the river give 
our own troops confidence and intimidate the enemy. Can you 
not send one of your largest boats to lie off Hill’s Point? Please 
give me your views about the matter. It has occurred to me that 
a boat like the Tacony or the Sassacus stationed there during this 
emergency would be of great importance in preventing the enemy 
from occupying points below the town. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I, N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DisTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 

New Berne, N. C., April 28, 1864. 

Brig. Gen. EDWARD HARLAND, 
Washington, N. C. ; 

GENERAL: Your dispatch of yesterday I have just received. The 
Rucker and Collyer have also arrived here, and as soon as they can 
be unloaded they will be returned to you, with all the other trans- 
portation that we can raise. I have also made a request of Captain 
Davenport to send a large-class gun-boat to lay off Hill’s Point, in 
order that you may be sure of always finding the river below open. 
Rest assured, general, that I am not unmindful of you, and that 
everything that we can possibly do to make your delicate undev- 
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taking a successful one will be done. I shall try to have a lot of 
schooners towed up to you for the purpose of receiving the contra- 
bands. 

Should you upon the whole consider it better to entirely leave 
Washington, you are at liberty to abandon it entirely. As I have 
before stated to you, it is of no strategic importance, and when I 
first wrote of holding it with a small force it was for the purpose of 
protecting all loyal citizens and others who might not be able to get 
away for some weeks. 

Fortunately for us at this time we havea good supply of gun- 
boats, large and small, and I anticipate no interference with us on 
the river. When Colonel Dutton left it was not fully understood 
that I should send a cavalry force across the country ; a small force, 
however, has been ordered across to-day to ascertain the state of the 
roads. It would, of course, facilitate matters if the march across 
the country could be made. The families of the North Carolinians, 
which I fancy was one of your principal troubles, are fortunately 
now out of your way. 

If you desire that Colonel Dutton remain, keep him by all means 
for the present, and whenever you consider it the proper time for 
him to leave yourself, please report to me at this place: 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DistTRIcT OF NORTH: CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 28, 1864. 
Col. J. W. SAVAGE, 


Fwelfth New York Cavalry 
(Through Colonel Amory, comdg. Sub-district of New Berne, N. C.): 

CoLoNnEL: The commanding general wishes you to select two good 
commissioned officers and 30 picked men of your regiment for a 
scout toward Little Washington. Transportation for Fort Ander- 
son will be in readiness at Foster’s Wharf. 

You will instruct the commandant of the scout to proceed at least 
half way to Little Washington, with the object in view to discover 
if possible whether or not the road from here to Little Washington 
is not only clear of the enemy but the obstructions of any kind. It 
may be possible that your party will meet cavalry scouts from Gen- 
eral Harland on a similar mission. You will instruct your officer 
accordingly. It is not the intention of the commanding general that 
this party should engage the enemy any further than may be neces- 
sary to accomplish the object of the scout. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
{J JA. JEDSON: 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 


HEADQUARTERS OUTPOSTS, 

f April 28, 1864. 

Captain JUDSON, # 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


A refugee has this moment come in from Kinston. He left there 
last night. The ram was to have come down last Monday. Troops 
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had orders to come along, but the ram got stuck quarter of a mile 
from where she was built. They are now trying to raise her, but the 
general feeling is that the ram can’t come down, ‘‘ she” drawing 9 
feet. Beaureguard commands the Department of North Carolina. 
Hoke has been made a major-general. Pickett has been ordered to 
General Lee. Corse’s brigade is now at Kinston. 
P. J. CLAASSEN, 
Colonel, Commanding Outposts. 


GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION, 
IN Oa): Near Portsmouth, Va., April 28, 1864. 

I. In obedience to General Orders, No 47, April 20, 1864, current 
series, headquarters Highteenth Army Corps, the undersigned as- 
sumes command of the cavalry of this district. 

II. This command will constitute a division, composed as follows: 

First Brigade: Third New York Cavalry, First District of Colum- 
pie Cavalry ; commanded by Col. 8. H. Mix, Third New York Cay- 
alry. 

Second Brigade: Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, Fifth Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry ; commanded by Col. 8. P. Spear, Eleventh Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry. 

III. Capt. M. Asch is announced as acting assistant adjutant-gen- 


eral at these headquarters. 
AUGUST V. KAUTZ, 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Chief of Cavalry, 


CULPEPER, April 29, 1864. 
(Received 2 p. m.) 
Major-General HALLECK: | 
Send all the horses for the Army of the Potomac here instead of 
mounting men there. Horses are now worth more than men and 


horses. 
U. S. GRANT, 
Ineutenant-General. 


{Indorsement.] 


Copy with orders to Lieutenant-Colonel Ekin, April Sie A 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 29, 1864—8 p. m. 
Lieut. Gen. U. S. GRANT: 

General Burnside has just been here. He will have relieved all 
my troops by 8 a. m. to-morrow. He has returned to Warrenton 
Junction for the night, and will take an engine and run up to Cul- 
peper to-morrow if you desire it and so advise him by telegraph. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General. 
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HARPER’S FERRY, April 29, 1864—4.30 a, m. 
(Received 6.45 p. m.) 
Col. G. H. SHARPE, 


Headquarters Army of the Potomac: 


A reliable man who left Little Washington and Sperryville, on 
Sunday last, and Luray Court-House on Monday, states that Long- 
street was not then in that vicinity, but it was well understood there 
that he was in the neighborhood of Gordonsville, in easy supporting 
distance of Lee. It was also reported there that Beauregard was on 
the way to Richmond with a large force. 

JOHN McENTEE, 


Captain, &e. 


ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 29, 1864. 
Col. Henry L. ABBOT, 
First Connecticut Artillery : 

CoLoNEL: I have received your letter of the 26th April, and am 
gratified at the progress you are making. 

I had not heard of the failure of the 45-inch gun to stand the same 
test as the Parrotts, but either would be good enough, probably. I 
have seen Comstock about the two regiments. He thinks with me 
it would be well not to agitate the matter now, but there will prob- 
ably be no trouble in getting the order, when the time comes for you 
to move, to take the entire brigade. I would therefore, so far as 
possible, prepare both regiments for the work. I understand that in 
addition to the siege howitzers you will have there are now disposa- 
ble six 100-pounder Parrotts, with 500 rounds of ammunition each, 
part of them at Old Point, and that there will soon be nineteen ready. 
There is one point on which we should be safe—the supply of sand- 
bags. The engineers will supply a large number, but not enough, I 


fear, for contingencies. As they are enumerated by the Ordnance | 


Department as amongst the ordnance stores for a siege train, it 
would be well to get 500 bags per gun. This is considered by all of 
us as important and necessary. 
Very truly, yours, 
HENRY J. HUNT. 


GARNETT’S Mountain, April 29, 1864. 
Captain FISHER, 
Chief Signal Officer : 
Regiment of cavalry moved in the direction of Barnett’s Ford. 
Small baggage train with it. Has halted. 
WIGGINS. 


HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION, 
April 29, 1864—5 p. m. 
Captain FISHER : 

Heavy column of smoke rising from woods behind Sisson’s Ford. 
Two regiments of infantry drilling on the summit of Clark’s Mount- 
ain. Been down the river ; found nothing unusual. All quiet. 

TAYLOR. 
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Pony Mountain, April 29, 1864—6.30 p. m. 
Captain FisHer : 


Atmosphere this p. m. favorable for observation. Enemy appear 
to have devoted considerable labor in finishing their works in several 
places, either with sod or bushes. Do not observe any important 
changes from previous reports. 

PAINE. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 


April 29, 1864—11 a. m. 
Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE: 


I have had a detachment of cavalry at Morrisville and another at 
Grove Church, watching the lower fords of the Rappahannock. 
They will be withdrawn to-day, as they belong to Gregg, who is 


moving to Paoli Mills. 
GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 


April 29, 1864—4 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. A. E. BURNSIDE, 
Warrenton Junction : 

It would be well to have some force at Morrisville, to keep the en- 
emy’s scouts and guerrillas from harassing you. It was for this 
purpose and to watch reported movements of Stuart’s cavalry that I 
sent my cavalry. I will direct General Gregg, so long as he remains 
at Paoli Mills (near Kelly’s Ford), to send scouting parties across the 
Rappahannock toward Falmouth. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 


Major-General. 


—$———— 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 29, 1864. 
Major-General SHERIDAN, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps : 

The major-general commanding directs me to say that as General 
Burnside has no cavalry, General Gregg will not draw in the detach- 
ment now at Grove Church until he receives orders to move. Gen- 
eral Burnside will send some infantry to Morrisville. 

A. A. HUMPHREYS, 
Major-General, Chief of Staff. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 29, 1864. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Staff, Army of the Potomac: 
Ihave the honor to report Brigadier-General Gregg’s division 
comfortably encamped at Paoli Mills. Trains all in and bridge 


taken up. 
js P. H. SHERIDAN, 
. Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
April 29, 1864. 
Major-General HUMPHREYS, 
Chief of Stuff: 
Deserters report that Longstreet’s forces left Charlottesville about 
ten days ago and marched in the direct line of Fredericksburg or 


Hanover Junction. 
P. H. SHERIDAN, 
Major-General. 


{Indorsement.]} 


I suppose the examination here will establish which direction 
Longstreet’s forces took. NPs! 


—$—$$—$_$_<$_— 


Hpgrs. First PENNSYLVANIA RESERVE CAVALRY, 
April 29, 1864. 
Capt. F. L. Tremain, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brig., Second Cavalry Division: 
Captain : I have the honor to report that the scout sent out last 
night has just returned. The party left Grove Church at 1a. m.; 
reached Falmouth before daylight. The advance guard entered the 
town, while the balance remained some distance back in conceal- 
ment. They found no enemy in the town and report it almost 
deserted. The detachment remained until after daylight, when 
several cavalry camps and an extensive park of wagons could be 
seen along the heights of the opposite a, and they learned from 
citizens that two large cavalry camps had been removed yesterday, 
this cavalry, with a heavy body of infantry which came on the plank 
road from direction of Orange Court-House, moving down the river 
from Fredericksburg. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Jae RATAN LOR: 


Colonel, Commanding Regiment. 


MARTINSBURG, April 29, 1864. 
[Brig. Gen. Max WEBER: ] 

It will be a very difficult thing to use dismounted cavalry without 
the proper number of officers, but the line from Harper’s Ferry to 
Martinsburg and beyond will be much safer as soon as we have 
established our line at Bunker Hill. Good non-commissioned offi- 
cers should take care of the dismounted cavalry guarding the road. 
Colonel Rodgers will be under your command until he leaves Mar- 
tinsburg. Colonel Wilkinson, stationed at New Creek, is command- 
ing a brigade under your orders. He has the Sixth Virginia raised to 
guard the railroad; also the Second Maryland, now at Greenland 


Gap, 22 miles southwest of New Creek, and the rest of the Twenty-. 


third Illinois Infantry at New Creek. Colonel Harris, of the Tenth 
eae ny commanding at Beverly, has to report to Colonel Wil- 
<inson. 
F. SIGEL, 
: Major-General. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpagrs. DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
No. 87. Martinsburg, W. Va., April 29, 1864. 

1. The Thirtieth and Thirty-second New York Independent Bat-: 
teries, Capt. Charles Kusserow commanding, will remain at this 
station until further orders. 

* * * * * * * 


By order of Maj. Gen. F. Sigel : 
T. MELVIN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WarR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 29, 1864—5.40 p. m. 
Major-General BUTLER, 
Fort Monroe: 


General Stannard has been ordered to report to you; also Briga- 
dier-Generals Ferry and Martindale. The number of brigadiers 
allowed by law is filled up, so that there is no vacancy just now for 
Major Ludlow ; but two or three will probably be mustered out next 
week, in which case there will be a vacancy for his nomination. 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War. 


CONFIDENTIAL.| Hpgrs. ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Culpeper Court-House, Va., April 29, 1864. 


Major-General HALLECK, 
Chief of Staff of the Army: 

GENERAL: If General Gillmore reaches Fort Monroe in time, and 
if four of the iron-clads promised by the Navy are also there, our 
advance will commence on the 4th of May. 

General Butler will operate on the south side of James River 
Richmond being his objective point. I will move against Lee’s 
army, attempting to turn him by one flank or the other. Should 
Lee fall back within his fortifications at Richmond, either before or 
after giving battle, I will form a junction with Butler, and the two 
forces will draw supplies from the James River. My own notions 
about our line of march are entirely made up, but as circumstances 
beyond my control may change them, I will only state that my effort 
will be to bring Butler’s and Meade’s forces together. 

- The army will start with fifteen days’ supplies; all the country 
affords will be gathered as we go along. This will no doubt enable 
us to go twenty or twenty-five days without further supplies, unless 
we should be forced to keep in the country between Rapidan and the 
Chickahominy, in which case supplies might be required by way of 
the York or the Rappahannock Rivers. To provide for this con- 
tingency I would like to have about 1,000,000 rations and 200,000 
forage rations afloat, to be sent wherever it may prove they will be 
required. The late call for one hundred days’ men ought to give us 
all the old troops in the Northern States for the field. I think full 
2,000 of those in the West ought to be got to Nashville as soon as 
possible. Probably it would be as well to assemble all the balance, 


f 
b 
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of the re-enforcements for the West at Cairo. Those that come to 


the East I think should come to Washington, unless movements of — 


the enemy yet to develop should require them elsewhere. With all 
our reserves at two or three points you will know what to do with 
them when they come to be needed in the field. 

If the enemy fall back, it is probable Generai Butler will want all 
the force that can be sent to him. I have instructed him, however, 
to keep you constantly advised of his own movements and those of 
the enemy so far as he can. 

General Burnside will not leave his present position between Bull 
Run and the Rappahannock until the 5th of May. By that time 
the troops to occupy the block-houses, with their rations, should be 
out. If they cannot be sent from Washington, I will have to re- 
quire General Burnside to furnish the detail from his corps. When 
we get once established on the James River there will be no further 
necessity of occupying the road south of Bull Run. Ido not know 
as it will be necessary to go so far south as that. In this matter, 
your opportunity of knowing what is required being far superior to 
mine, I will leave it entirely to you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
U. S. GRANT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


Hpgrs. DEPT. OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA, 
Fort Monroe, April 29, 1864, 
Count HENRI MARIVAULT, 
Comdg. His Imperial Majesty’s Ship Tisiphone ; 

CapraIn: The time limited by the convention between the two 
governments having expired was sufficient reason why His Imperial 
Majesty’s vessel should return from City Point. I had the honor 
when I saw you before you went up to warn you that your stay 
could not be prolonged beyond that time, unless by a new order 
and I supposed and expected that you would have returned in time 
to have been here on the 23d without further notice, but probably 
from an imperfect understanding of the language in which the con- 
ference was carried on you did not comprehend the fact that you 
were so expected to return ; therefore, when the time expired, I sent 
you a request to return, and that request was in the course of my 
duty as an officer of the United States, and relieved you from ail 
Says ase. because of complying with it and returning to Fortress 

onroe. 

At the earliest hour in which you arrived here I forwarded the 
communications of the representatives of your Government, copies of 
them, translations of which were furnished me, and so far as I could 
understand it there was no occasion to forward them earlier. 

Trusting that this communication will accomplish all you desire 
please accept, captain, assurances of my continued respect and per- 
sonal regard. 

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 

B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


“ 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Culpeper Court-House, Va., April 29, 1864. 
[Maj. Gen. WiuuiaM F. Smita :] 

DEAR GENERAL: Your letter of the 26th, Yorktown, reached me 
last night. I showed it to Comstock, who entered into the spirit of 
it, and during the evening had a talk with the general upon the 
subject, though not mentioning your letter. The general is very 
fixed in letting Butler have his own way with all minutie. He was 
so firm in the matter that Comstock and I both think he would 
decline at once if asked direct to send such staff officer. The general 
thinks General Butler has sufficient number of able generals to 
render him all necessary aid to execute the details, and he has indi- 
cated his starting point and objective point. JI would send your 
letter to Wilson, but I am sure Comstock has more influence than 
he (Wilson). The general is quite well. You did not speak of 
Bowen’s being with you. He was ordered some time ago. I hope he 
is not sick again. Burnside is in his position this morning. Com- 
stock came in from Nashville last night. General Sherman is feel- 
ing quite well and nearly ready. A Captain Montgomery, assistant 
adjutant-general of volunteers, wished me to ask for a place on your 
staff. I promised, but knowing you would not want that kind I have 
not done so before. No chief engineer yet. Rumor says Halleck is 
to be the one intended by the President. Wehave no news. Banks’ 
official reports make out his battle a victory, but it was without 
doubt a disgraceful defeat the first day. Banks retook three pieces 
only of artillery. My kind regards to all your staff; also to Madam 


Smith. I shall expect to meet you in Richmond, if not before. 


Very truly, your obedient servant, 
O. EK. B[EABCOCK]. 


YORKTOWN, April 29, 1864. 
Col. J. W. SHAFFER, 
_ Chief of Staff: 

I understood the general that the troops to go to West Point were 
those that were to land last. If that is the case you must give me more 
information than I possess before I can make the detail. Is the 
work to be begun now, or only when the order to move comes ? 
The quartermaster must furnish transportation and lumber. Do 


you think that particular move will fool any one? > 
W SOS MITH, 
Major-General. 


FortTRESS MONROE, April 29, 1864. 
General SMITH, 
Yorktown : 

I have telegraphed Terry to have a brigade in readiness to move 
to-morrow morning with ten days’ rations and 60 rounds of ammu- 
nition. You will issue such orders as are necessary to effect the 
object desired at West Point. Transportation is ordered up for the 


purpose. They had better leave to-morrow by noon. 
J. W. SHAFFER, 


Colonel and Chief of Staff. 
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Hpgrs. U. 8. TRoops aT YORKTOWN AND GLOUCESTER Pr., 
Yorktown, Va., April 29, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. H. Terry, 
Comdg. Tenth Army Corps, Gloucester Point, Va.: 

GENERAL: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to 
direct you to be in readiness to send a brigade to West Point to- 
morrow, the 30th instant. The major-general also directs that if you 
have an engineer company they must also be ready to move with the 
brigade to repair the landing at that place. You will have the com- 
mand furnished with eight days’ rations. The quartermaster’s de- 
partment will furnish the necessary transportation. 4 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
CAMPBELL TUCKER, 
First Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp, 


Hogrs. U.S. Troops aT YORKTOWN AND GLOUCESTER PT., 
Yorktown, Va., April 29, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. H. TERRY, P 
Comdg. Tenth Army Corps, Gloucester Pownt, Va. : 

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that the bri- 
gade ordered to be in readiness to move to-morrow shall be furnished 
with ten days’ rations instead of eight, as before directed. The 
major-general also directs that 200 or.300 intrenching tools be sent 
with the brigade. Further instructions will be sent you to-morrow. 

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
CAMPBELL TUCKER, 
First Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS OF DIVISION, 
Camp Hamilton, Va., April 29, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. B. F. BuTuEr, 

Comdg. Department of Virginia and North Carolina: 

GENERAL: In view of the approaching campaign, and more espe- 
‘cially on account of the recent inhumanities of the enemy perpe- 
‘trated upon troops of like character to those of my command, I 
deem it my duty to urge that these troops shall be more efficiently 
armed, to enable them to defend themselves and lessen their liability 
to capture. 

There certainly ought to be no objection to arming these troops 
with as effective a weapon as any that are placed in the hands of 
white soldiers, who are to go into battle with none of the peculiar 
‘disadvantages to which my men will be subject. The present arms 


-of several regiments in the division are inferior in kind and manu-) 


facture. The Springfield rifled musket of the Bridesburg manufact- 
ure isan unreliable gun. The contract Enfield rifle is also unreliable, 
and one regiment is armed with the old Harper’s Ferry smooth-bore. 
Now, these arms will, perhaps, answer for troops who will be well 
-cared for if they fall into his hands, but to troops who cannot afford 
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to be beaten, and will not be taken, the best arm should be given 
that the country can afford. 

The retaliation we should at present adopt is to arm our colored 
troops with Spencer repeating rifles, and I request that my division, 
or a part of them, may be armed with a repeating or breech-loading 
fire-arm. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
K. W. HINKS, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 29, 1864. 
Maj. R. S. Davis, 
A, A. G., Hdqrs. Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina: 

Magor: The last news from General Harland, commanding at 
Little Washington, was dated yesterday, the 28th instant, 3 o’clock 
p- m., in which he says that he had not yet sent the Fifty-eighth 
Pennsylvania and the Twenty-first Connecticut Volunteers, in con- 
sequence of the presence of the enemy in his immediate vicinity. 
He had embarked both regiments on the 27th instant, but he finally 
decided to detain them until last night. General Harland is of the 
opinion, however, that he will still be able to get those regiments to 
Fort Monroe by 30th instant. 

General Harland has sent three companies of cavalry and the 
Twenty-third New York Light Battery, with twelve wagons, across 
the country to New Berne. The party arrived safely at Fort Ander- 
son at 8 o'clock this a. m. I have sent. all my available steam 
transportation, with some six schooners in tow, to Washington, and 
with this and the road across the country open, I expect by to-mor- 
row night to have everything out of Washington and well on the 
way to this place. General Harland has some 3,000 negroes, which 
he has sent to Hill’s Point, below Washington, from which place they 
can, I think, all be safely removed aboard the transports. ; 

A refugee from Kinston has just come in. He says that on Mon- 
day the ram started, escorted by one brigade of infantry, but that 
after she had got only some few hundred yards from the place of 
departure she ran hard aground. They were making every effort to 
float her off, but the very low stage of the water and the strong 
blockade erected here will undoubtedly be, for the present at least, 
our sufficient protection. My opinion is that this brigade was sent 
with her to remove any obstacles she might encounter, and that they 
sent so large a force, well knowing that we have but a small garrison 
- here, and that we could not afford to march out and give them battle. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS District oF NoRTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 29, 1864. 
Maj. R. S. Davis, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina : 
Masor: I beg leave to call the attention of the commanding gen- 
eral to the fact that a very large supply of subsistence stores are 
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arriving here. As many as 30,000 barrels have been ordered here 
from New York. I thought it not improbable that this immense 
amount of rations was ordered here when more extensive operations 
were contemplated in North Carolina. If the necessity for these 
rations no longer exists, is it advisable to be sending such immense 
quantities here ? 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DistRIcT oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 29, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. E. HARLAND, 
Little Washington, N. C.: 

GENERAL: I am directed by the commanding general to inform 
you that your communication, dated at 3 p.m. yesterday, was re- 
ceived at 8 o’clock a.m. The steamer Louisa Moore has arrived 
here from New York, loaded with commissary stores, and has been 
partially unloaded. The general has ordered her to Hill’s Point, to 
bring away whatever you desire to send upon her. Every possible 
transportation will be sent you. When vessels arrive they will not 
even be unloaded, but will be sent immediately to you. 

The troops sent across the country by you arrived safely this a.m. 
at 8 o’clock, without loss. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; God HW AT Dee) ite 
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp. 


_ Wark DEPARTMENT, April 30, 1864—10.35 p. m. 


Lieutenant-General GRANT, 
Culpeper : 

A rebel captain, who came within our lines as a deserter, was 
arrested in Baltimore to-day. General Wallace sends a long state- 
ment by him as to the position of the enemy’s forces, their condi- 
tion, &c., the principal points of which will be telegraphed to-night, 
and the whole statement by mail. I have ordered the prisoner here 
for examination, and if you wish to see him will forward him to you. 
How much is true and how much romance you can judge. 

KDWIN M. STANTON. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, April 30, 1864—11 0. Mm) 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 


The rebel officer just arrested in Baltimore, who left Lee’s army 
April 17, at Gordonsville, states that fifteen days’ rations were issued 
that day to the men. The Third Corps (A. P. Hill) was then at 
Gordonsville; marched the same day to Liberty Mills. General 
Longstreet’s corps marched through Charlottesville for Emerson- 
ville, from which turnpike runs to Warrenton Junction. Long- 
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street was between Emersonville and Warrenton Junction. He has 
two divisions of his own, commanded by McLaws and Jenkins. The 
last division is Hood’s old command. Longstreet was re-enforced 
on the 15th and 16th instant by a division of Polk’s corps (Missis- 
sippi) ; also a_brigade from Pickett’s division, the whole making 
20,000 men. Has no cavalry, only infantry and artillery ; of the 
latter has three battalions of five batteries, four guns each, short of 
horses ; regiments of infantry full; plenty of ammunition ; provis- 
ions scarce, but regularly supplied ; forage scarce. The officer’s 
account of Lee’s plan is as follows : Lee’s army is to be divided into 
three columns (A. P. Hill’s, Ewell’s, and Longstreet’s). Longstreet 
takes the mountain road over Blue Ridge, via Sperryville, either to 
make a flank movement through the Shenandoah Valley or to re- 
enforce Lee, in case of necessity. A. P. Hill (50,000 strong, says this 
officer) is to try to force your right from Culpeper, and for that pur- 
pose will move by way of New Baltimore, and at Warrenton to 
make a junction with Ewell’s corps, which is to be left behind to 
guard the Rapidan. As soon as Hill gains the rear of our army 
Ewell is to advance. Strength of Ewell’s corps unknown, but it is 
in three divisions—Johnson, Rodes, and Early, major-generals. 
All rebel troops withdrawn from East Tennessee, except. Breckin- 
ridge, who has 25,000 men. At last accounts Breckinridge was at 
Lewisburg, Greenbrier County, Va. ; cavalry under John Morgan. 
Breckinridge is to force his way through Kanawha Valley and down 
into Ohio. If Lee gets into Pennsylvania Breckinridge is to join 
him, while Morgan destroys the railroad east and west. General 
Lee’s general direction is to be westerly, toward Wheeling and Pitts- 
burg. Breckinridge and Morgan expect to move down the Kana- 
wha Valley and to cross the Ohio near Gallipolis. Richmond is 
left under charge of Beauregard. The rivers have torpedoes. The 
troops defending Richmond are Pickett’s division (15,000 men) ; 
Maryland Line, detailed men from hospitals, conscripts, citizens, 
&c., under General Elzey; a cavalry brigade of four regiments ; 
militia of Governor Smith’s call (fifty and fifty-five years of age) 
for guard duty; foreign legion of forced aliens. Defenses of 
Richmond strengthened by additional works. 

If the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad were cut at New River 
bridge, 10 miles below Dublin, the supplies of meat for Lee’s army 


would be cut off. 
EDWIN M. STANTON. 


CONFIDENTIAL. | HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
April 30, 1864. 
Brigadier-General MEIGs, 
Quartermaster-General ; 

Lieutenant-General Grant wishes put afloat 1,000,000 of provision 
rations and 200,000 forage rations, ready to be sent in to the James, 
York, or Rappahannock Rivers. 

H. W. HALLECK, 


Major-General and Chief of Staff. 


So much of this memorandum as referred to subsistence furnished 
to Commissary-General on same date. . 
ROBERE-N. SCOTT, 


Major and Assistant Adjutant-General, 


f 
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GARNETT’S MounTAIN, April 30, 1864. 
Captain FIsHER, 
Chief Signal Officer : 
Drums beating on right in enemy’s camp. Cars running since 3 


a.m. Can see nochange. Very smoky. 
WIGGINS and FULLER. 


WARRENTON JUNCTION, VA., April 30, 1864. 
General GRIFFIN : 

General Stevenson will be at Bealeton with the main body of his 
division by 9 o’clock. I will make such disposition by 10 or 11 
o’clock as will enable you to move your force across the Rappahan- 
nock at once. Please meet General Stevenson at Bealeton, or send 
an aide there to give him a statement of your instructions for guard- 
ing the road. I expected to have met you yesterday at Rappahan- 
nock Station, but suppose you did not receive my telegram in 
season. Please turn over to General Stevenson the cavalry that is 


with you. 
A. E. BURNSIDE, 
Major-General. 


CULPEPER, VA., April 30, 1864. 
Brigadier-General GRIFFIN, 
Commanding First Division. 

The major-general commanding desires to know when your com- 
mand is relieved. As fast as they come up you can cross them to 
this side of the river, and let them camp there till they are all up. 

FRED. T. LOCKE, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpars. First Division, FirrH ARMY CoRPs, 
April 30, 1864. 
Colonel Locks, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Have no troops on the Culpeper side of the river. Am ready to 
leave at twenty minutes’ notice. My orders were to assemble divis- 
ion at Rappahannock Station, 

CHAS. GRIFFIN, 


Brigadier-Genereid. 


CULPEPER; V.A., April 30,) 18645 
General GRIFFIN : 

The major-general commanding: directs you to move across the. 
river to-morrow and camp on this side, if it is not storming. I sent 
word to the engineer officer.to.have the pontoon bridwe taken up and; 


loaded. on his wagons.. 
FRED. T. LOCKE, 
dgsistant Adjutant- Generals, 
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY Division, 
April 30, 1864. 
Captain FIsHEr, 
Chief Signal Officer : 
All quiet. No visible change inenemy’s camps. The usual weekly 
relief of pickets took place this a.m. Reserve is near Gibson’s 


_ house, opposite this point. 


HOLLAND. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
April 30, 1864—1ll a.m. (Received 11.35 a. m.) 
Hon. EK. M. Stanton, 
Secretary of War: 

The efficiency of part of the Second Corps is greatly impaired by 
the uncertainty attending the position of Brigadier-General Carr. 
General Carr now commands a division by virtue of the rank given 
him officially by the Department, but it is well understood that the 
Senate have refused to confirm him with the date of his appointment, 
and it is expected he will be junior to General Mott, now command- 
ing a brigade in his division. This is producing disquiet and bad 
feeling, and I desire, if possible, to have the matter definitely settled 
one way or the other before the army moves. If you can do any- 


thing about it I should be obliged to you. 


GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, t Hpagrs. NintH ARMy CoRPs, 
No. 14. Warrenton Junction, Va., April 30, 1864. 

The troops of this command will be prepared at all times to march 
at short notice with three days’ cooked rations in haversacks, three 
days’ rations of hard bread, coffee, sugar, and salt in knapsacks, 
with three days’ beef on the hoof, and in the wagons ten days’ 
forage, ten days’ hard bread, coffee, sugar, and salt, with one-fourth 
rations of soap and candles, and ten days’ rations of meat, three days 


_of them to be salt, the remaining seven on the hoof, 


By command of Major-Géneral Burnside: 
LEWIS RICHMOND, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


BUNKER HILL, April 30, 1864—noon. 
(Received 4.30 p. m.) 
Lieutenant-General GRANT : 

No news of special importance has been received since yesterday. 
There is no enemy of considerable force this side of Cedar Creek, and 
no information of a strong movement of the enemy down the valley. 
It is reported, but not fully reliable, that Lee’s army had begun to 
move; with seven days’ rations, yesterday, and that he has sent his 
baggage trains to Scottsville, due south of Charlottesville, on James 
River. Iam waiting here for one part of my troops ordered forward 
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from Romney yesterday, and will then move to Winchester. Strong 
scouting parties have been sent out to-day. The reports of those sent 
out yesterday morning have not come in yet. Please send all dis- 


patches to Martinsburg. 
FRANZ SIGEL, 


Major-General. 


————— 


Hpgrs. SIGNAL DETACHMENT, DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, W. Va., April 30, 1864. 
Capt. H. S. Tarrt, 


Signal Corps, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.: 

Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of 
operations of this detachment during the month of April, 1864: 

Until the 29th of the month headquarters of the detachment were 
at Cumberland, Md., at which point I had established a camp of in- 
struction. 

On the last day of March the detachment consisted of 4 officers 
and 45 enlisted men. During this month the following additions 
have been made to it, viz: April 5, 1 officer reported ; 14th, 1 officer 
reported ; 15th, 3 officers reported ; 17th, 2 officers reported ; 21st, 1 
officer reported, and 25th, 1 officer reported ; total 9. These officers 
were detailed as acting signal officers by special orders from depart- 
ment headquarters, in compliance with suggestions of a communi- 

cation stating the necessity which existed for them, approved at 
' office of the Chief Signal Officer, Washington, D. C. 


On the 22d, Sergeant Knapp reported with 53 enlisted men from - 


Camp of Instruction at Georgetown, D. C., and on the 26th an officer 
turned over to me a descriptive roll of 63 enlisted men, ordered from 
Department of the Susquehanna by special orders from Adjutant- 
General’s Office, Washington, D.C. One of the names was added 
by mistake, making the correct number 62; total, 116. Four of these 
from Department of the Susquehanna are absent on furlough ; the 
others have all reported. 

Thus the aggregate force at this time is 13 officers and 161 enlisted 
men. The officers and men were drilled constantly, under direction 
of Lieut. M. C, #. Denicke, until the party was ordered into the field. 

On the 25th, Lieutenant Denicke was injured by being thrown from 
a horse, so as to render him unable to go into the field for some time. 

There has been great difficulty in obtaining horses, and when my 
requisitions as now approved are filled, which will be soon, there 
will be 98 of the men mounted; the others it will be impossible to 
mount for some time. 

On the 29th, 1 received telegraphic orders from Major-General 
Sigel, who was at Martinsburg, W. Va., to report to him with my 
party at that place, sending the mounted men by Williamsport and 
Falling Waters pike and the dismounted party by rail. Accord- 
ingly I broke camp that day, and on the morning of the 30th started 
the marching party at daybreak, under command of Lieut. D. N. 
Jones, assisted by Lieutenants Fortney and Brault, all of them 
newly detailed officers, and brought the remainder of the party by 
railroad, reaching Martinsburg that afternoon, The marching party 
should reach Martinsburg on the 2d of May, and immediately upon 
their arrival I shall put them into the field, as well as possible still 
continuing to drill both officers and men. All the stations hereto- 
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fore in operation were dispensed with, as no further necessity existed 

for them, and the whole party was collected at Martinsburg, W. Va. 

It is very unfortunate that the party can have no more practice 
before going into the field, as the officers cannot work an important 
station, and cannot without considerable more practice work in the 
presence of the enemy, as they are not sufficiently conversant with 
the code to be intrusted with ah ciphers. The general commanding 
understands this and appreciates the facts and will make all allow- 
ances, but I fear some opportunities of gaining credit to the corps 
by valuable service may be lost by the incompetence of the party at 
present to do the best duty. Lest it may appear like negligence on 
my part that the officers were so tardy in reporting, I would explain 
that it was difficult to find officers who were competent for the duty 
who could be spared from their regiments, there being very many 
companies with only one officer for duty, and much delay was occa- 
sioned by the remonstrances and interference of regimental com- 
manders, who, disliking to lose good officers, retarded it as much as 
possible. No time was lost in the selection of and request for de- 
tails of officers, but it is unfortunate that the details were not sooner 
made when asked for, and sooner complied with when made. 

If we have no action for a few weeks the party will be in good 
order for it, and I hope the party will be able to render all the service 
required of it by the time it has duty to perform in the face of the 
enemy. ‘The officers and men are all disposed to use their best efforts, 
and no labor will be spared to meet the utmost expectations of the 
commanding officer of the corps and the major-general commanding 
department. 

eee the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FRANKLIN EK. TOWN, 
Capt. and Chief Signal Officer, Dept. of West Virginia. 


o 
HEADQUARTERS First CAVALRY DIVISION, 
Camp near Bunker Hill, April 30, 1864. 
Lieut. THomas H. WELLSTED, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General: 

My scout from above Winchester reports the enemy’s pickets on 
lookout at Winchester. They also report a considerable force this 
side of Woodstock, with heavy artillery. This information has been 
received from reliable Union citizens. The scout thinks the artillery 
_ mentioned are field guns, and that the force does not exceed 1,500 or 
2,000 men. : 

Respectfully submitted. 

Re FS TAY bOR, 
Colonel, Commanding First Division. 


CHARLESTON, April 30, 1864. 
Major-General SIGEL : 

Not having a sufficient infantry force to make two columns, I 
shall only make a demonstration toward Lewisburg, so as to 
keep the enemy from leaving there, while I will march with the 
main body from Fayetteville, on the bridge of New River. Gen- 


ad 
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eral Averell, with 2,000 mounted men, will go through Logan 
Court-House to the vicinity of Saltville, and if circumstances will 
not justify his attacking that place, to destroy the railroad from 
there toward the bridge, so as to prevent re-enforcements from Ten- 
nessee. Should I be successful in taking the bridge, I shall cross 
the river and move toward Lynchburg, destroying the road as far 
as I deem it prudent, then fall back on Lewisburg. The officer who 
commands on the Lewisburg line is instructed to watch the enemy’s 
movements well, and if he retreats to advance, occupy Lewisburg, 
and collect the supplies of the country; on the contrary, if the enemy 
should advance on him for him to retreat, delaying the enemy all he 
can by contesting strong points, blockading the roads, &c. Could 
you send any scouts to me from where you are, and [inform me] what 
you are doing, it would benefit me much. I will endeavor to com- 
municate with scouts across the country. May every success attend 


you. 
GEORGE CROOK. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, April 30, 1864. 
Hon. E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of dispatch, No. 
275, dated the 27th instant, received from Acting Rear-Admiral Lee, 
in reference to matters about Wilmington and the movements of the 
rebels in North Carolina. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


{Inclosure. ] 


SERIES at FuLAG-sHIP N. A. BLOCKADING SQUADRON, 
No, 275. Hampton Roads, Va., April 27, 1864. 


_Hon, GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy: , 

Sir: Captain Sands, U. 8. steamer Fort Jackson, reports, under 
date of 23d instant, that on the night of the 22d instant he sent the 
Niphon to reconnoiter in the vicinity of Myrtle Sound, and obtain 
information, if practicable, of the number and disposition of the 
enemy. A cutter and dingy were dispatched from the Niphon; the 
latter, in charge of Acting Ensign Borden, was carried across the 
beach and into the sound, while the cutter,,in charge of Acting 
Ensign Semon, both officers attached to the Niphon, picketed the 
beach. Acting Ensign Borden crossed the sound without being dis- 
covered by the enemy’s pickets, and, running up a small creek, landed 
about 10.15 p. m., conducted by J, H. Pucket, the refugee pilot 
who guided the expedition which destroyed the State salt-works on 
the 21st instant. He proceeded to the house of a Lieut. E. H. Davis 
of the Masonborough Home Guards, who was known to be favorable 
toour cause, He came off with the party after making arrangements 
to obtain information from his friends at frequent intervals, Oh 

‘The information obtained from him is substantially as follows: 
That the present force in Fort Fisher and the batteries adjacent 


\ 
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consists of about 1,000 men; the force in and around Wilmington 
about 2,000, General Beauregard and General Whiting commanding; 
in addition to which, some 300 conscripts, who had been employed 
at the salt-works, were sent there after these works were destroyed; 
that Wilmington could, in his opinion, be taken with little difficulty 
now, by landing troops at Masonborough and marching across; the 
distance is short, and the road good and undefended, 

The batteries at Wilmington mount but about ten or fifteen guns, 
and they old-fashioned smooth-bores. He does not state their cali- 
ber. When the firing at the salt-works on the 21st was heard at 
Wilmington it was supposed there that an attack on that place was 
intended, and troops that had been dispatched to Swansborough and 
the sounds were recalled. The number of these is not stated, nor 
whether they are included in the estimate given of the troops at 
Wilmington and vicinity. 

I have informed General Butler of this man’s statement, and rep- 
resented to him that the presence of a general so highly esteemed 
as Beauregard, the sending of troops from Wilmington to Swans- 
borough, the recent attack on Plymouth, and the increase of rebel 
force in the eastern part of North Carolina seems to indicate the 
determination to push the campaign with vigor, possibly to attack 
both Beaufort and New Berne, and that, in view of these facts, an 
increase of military force at Morehead City and Fort Macon appears 
requisite. The garrison at the latter place is so weak that, at the 
commanding officer’s request, Commodore Dove sent 60 sailors from 
the blockaders there in the harbor to assist in manning it. Imme- 
diately upon being informed of this by him, however, I directed 
him to return the men at Once to their vessels, as the already small 
crews could not bear this diminution. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
ptt LH HS 
Actg. Rear-Admiral, Comdg. N. A. Blockading Squadron. 


Fort Monrog, Va., April 30, 1864. 
Lieutenant-General GRANT: 

The following, from a letter of General Wessells, at Plymouth, on 
the 16th, is forwarded for your information : 

Longstreet’s army is in motion for Richmond. Pemberton and many officers 
passed up to Richmond last week, and talked freely of the opening campaign. It 
is Lee’s intention to anticipate General Grant’s combinations ; take initiative. 

B. F. BUTLER, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION, 
Camp Whitaker, April 30, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. WILLIAM F. SmrrH, 
Commanding, &c. : 

GENERAL: From various sources I get the following information, 
which is not much, but so far as it goes I think it can be relied on : 

First. The enemy have undoubtedly a considerable force at White 
Oak Swamp, which is in supporting distance of the fords, extending 
from Forge Bridge to the railroad bridge. Refugees and negroes | 
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estimate this central force at about 15,000 men, with some artillery. 
I have seen ‘“‘passes” signed by three different colonels about the 
same date, dated at ““Camp at White Oak Swamp, Va.” Of course 
the number is exaggerated. j 

Second. The Fifty-third Virginia Infantry is near Bromley’s, 
guarding a fishery, which is worked by detailed men from Richmond 
for the Government. I hear of no artillery there, but they have a 
cavalry picket pushed down to Barhamsville. 

Third. The Fifty-seventh Virginia Infantry, with Holcombe’s 
Legion (cavalry) and the Richmond battalion, is at the Bottom’s 
Bridge, where they are repairing their earth-works, and have cer- 
tainly nine, some positively assert twenty, pieces of artillery. 

Fourth. There is some infantry at the railroad bridge, and a siege 
gun mounted on a platform car running on the railroad. 

Fifth. There are various conflicting stories of several brigades 
being between Bottom’s Bridge and Richmond, but they probably 
relate to the large camp at White Oak Swamp. 

Sixth. A small party with surveyors’ instruments was examining 
Forge Bridge four days since, which must have been with a view to 
constructing defensive works, since they could not wish to bridge 
the stream at a point which is nearly constantly fordable. Nothing 
of this indicate an offensive design in this direction. Still, as one 
day’s march might bring all these troops to this point, it must be 
deemed threatened a little until relieved by movements elsewhere. 

Although of no great importance, I communicate the above to 
you as all the positive information I have been able to collect. 


Very respectfully, a 
. J. WISTAR, 


Brigadier-General. 


{Indorsement. ] 


Hpgrs. U.S. Forces, YORKTOWN AND GLOUCESTER POINT, 
May 1, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded for the information of the major-general 
commanding department. 
I do not know where Bromley’s is, but should think damage might 
[be] inflicted by destroying fisheries there. 
WM. F. SMITH, 
Major-General, Commanding, 


Hpars. U.S. TRoops, YORKTOWN AND GLOUCESTER PoInt, 
Yorktown, Va., April 30, 1864. 
General A. H. Terry: 


GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you cause 
one brigade to be ready to move at once, provided with two days’ 
rations, to effect a landing at West Point, Va. They should carry 
such intrenching tools as may be necessary to construct rifle-pits if 
needed, and such other tools as will be wanted to rebuild the wharves 
there. Lumber sufficient to rebuild the wharves will be sent up soon. 
Captain Babcock, of the Navy, will send two gun-boats to convoy 
the fleet and cover the landing, and keep whatever gun-boats he can 
spare afterward to protect the flanks of the forces while in position. 
It is desired that the commanding officer of the brigade send out 


oy pcan 


| 
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scouting parties for the purpose of obtaining information of the 
movements of the enemy, which will be sent to these headquarters 
if important. Due notice will be sent you when the transports leave 
Fort Monroe, so that the brigade may be in readiness to go on board. 
Should the transportation be sufficient, a battery without caissons 
will accompany the command. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, 
W. F. SMITH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS District oF NORTH CAROLINA, 
New Berne, N. C., April 30, 1864. 
Maj. R. 8. Davis, 


Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of Va. and N. C., Fort Monroe: 


Masor: General Harland arrived here this morning from Little 
Washington, and the balance of the troops, guns, stores, &c., I ex- 
pect before to-morrow night. 

Capt. Melancton Smith, of the Navy, has arrived here, and at my 
suggestion he has directed Commander Renshaw to remain at Wash- 
ington, to hold the place until he is assured that the enemy is 
coming with a large force to occupy it. He is also directed to give 
all the assistance in his power to the persons there who have been 
collecting naval stores, and to bring them all away. 

The forces that were recently at Plymouth, and more recently near 
Washington, may have left for the purpose of going (via Greenville) 
either to Virginia or of coming to this place, with General Beau- 
regard to command and with any force they can spare to attack us. 
I think we can hold out, and if we can divert such a force from 
Virginia at this time for the purpose, we will be, I conceive, aiding 
the general operations, and I hope they may come. 

Steamers continue to arrive with commissary stores. Three have 
arrived to-day, and three more reported as to be here in the next | 
twenty-four hours. I inclose a statement* made by a rebel prisoner 
and a refugee. 

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS District OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
r New Berne, N. C., April 30, 1864. 
Col. J. M. McCHESNEY, 


First N. C. (Union) Vols., Comdg. at Inttle Washington: 

CoLONEL: General Harland has arrived here, and I learn from 
what he tells me that everything will be away from Washington 
before to-morrow. “Capt. Melancton Smith, of the Navy, has arrived 
here and assumed command of the naval forces in all the sounds of 
North Carolina. He has ordered Captain Renshaw to remain at: 
Washington until everything is gone, and then he is to hold the 

lace, leaving only when he is sure that the place is to be occupied 
By the enemy. 


* N ot found. 
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I hope, colonel, that this may reach you while you are still in the 
place, and that when you do leave you will leave nothing of value 
for the enemy if they do come there. We still think that we may 
be attacked here. The force that was in front of you a day or two 
since can easily get here in three or four days; but as extensive 
movements are going on in Virginia, they may have all been called 
there; a day or two will tell. Captain Smith will ask Captain 
Renshaw to try to get the guns out of the island fort; even if they 
are not [of] much value, it would be better to bring them away, 
Captain Renshaw will al-o be cautioned against firing into or 
burning the town. I sincerely hope that nothing of this sort will be 
done, as we may occupy it again very soon, You know our plans 
here, and I can only leave you to exercise your best judgment. 

It is needless for me to say to you that if we have any warm work 
here I shall be most happy to have your assistance. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
I. N. PALMER, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS SUB-DISTRICT OF THE ALBEMARLE, 
Off Mouth of Neuse River, N. C., April 30, 1864. 
Maj.,R. S. Davis, 
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Dept. of Virginia and North Carolina: 
Str: The ram came out of Roanoke River yesterday p.m. The 
gun-boats fell back to Roanoke Island, where they still remain, so 
she is at large somewhere in the Albemarle Sound. Iam trying to 
ascertain her whereabouts. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, &c., 
D. W. WARDROP, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC, 
Apri 30, 1864—5.30 p. m. 
Col. WILLIAM McCANDLESS : 

The following dispatch, just received from the War Department, 
is forwarded for publication to your command. Say to the men I 
expect every man will now return to duty and serve cheerfully till 
the time to be designated from the Department. 

GEO. G. MEADE, 
Major-General. 


{Inclosure.] 
Wark DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


April 30, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. G. G. Mange, 
Commanding Army of the Potomac : 

Your recommendation that the regiments of the Pennsylvania 
Reserve Corps be discharged from their respective dates of muster 
into the service of the State has been approved by the Secretary of 
War. A list showing the aforesaid dates of muster will be sent you 


by mail. 
THOMAS M. VINCENT, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


/ 
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CAVALRY CORPS. 
First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Alfred T. A. Torbert. 


During the month the division was occupied in the vicinity of 
Culpeper Court-House, Va., engaged in picketing from Germanna 
Ford, on the Rapidan River, to the vicinity of Hazel River, Va. 


Furst Brigade, First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. George A. 
Custer. 


April 1 to 17.—Picketed the Rapidan from Raccoon Ford to Ger- 
manna Ford, when we were relieved from Third Division, Cavalry 
Corps, and assigned to the First Division, Cavalry Corps, when we 
picketed the railroad from Mitchell’s Station to Sperryville pike, near 
Culpeper, Va. 

Second Brigade, First Division, commanded by Col. Thomas C. 
F Devin, Siath New York Cavalry. 


April 1 to 22.—Picketed from Bethlehem Church to Fox Mountain, 
7 miles. Scouted to Castleton Mountain on the right, Sperryville on 
the front, and Hughes’ River on the left. 

April 28.—The brigade left camp at 5 a.m. on a reconnaissance ; 
marched to Madison Court-House, driving off the rebel pickets ; held 
the town for three hours, and returned to camp without loss. 


First Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry 
EH, Davies, jr. 


The brigade was encamped in the vicinity of Warrenton, Va., up 
to the 21st of the month, when it moved camp to Three-Mile Station, 
near to Warrenton Junction, where it is engaged in picketing and 
scouting the surrounding country. / 

April 29.—Moved camp across the Rappahannock River to Paoli 
Mills, near to Brandy Station, where the brigade lies at present ; 
nothing further of importance to record, 


Second Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. J. Irvin Gregg, 
Sixteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry. 


SIXTEENTH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY. 


In camp near Turkey Run, Va.; broke camp April 29, and marched 
by way of Kelly’s Ford to Paoli Mills. .During the month the regi- 
ment furnished two details of 100 men each for picket duty at Mor- 
risville. 

April 26.—Made scout to Warrenton ; no casualties during the 
month ; 1 man accidentally shot. 


TENTH NEW YORK CAVALRY. 


Apri 1.—Headquarters of the regiment near Warrenton, Va. 
April 10.—Nine commissioned officers and 300 men sent on picket 


\ 
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April 17.—One man (Henry Jerdon, Company D) killed and 3 
badly wounded in a skirmish with guerrillas near Ellis’ Ford. | 

April 21.—S. D. Lawrence, Company D, died of wounds received 
at Ellis’ Ford on the 17th. The regiment has captured 8 prisoners 
during the month. Distance marched, 100 miles; health and condi- 
tion of men good. } ee 

April 27.—The detachment returned from picket at Morrisville. 

April 29.—Regiment broke camp near Warrenton Junction, and 
marched to near Brandy Station, and went into camp. 


FIRST MAINE CAVALRY. 


April 1.—The regiment was in winter quarters near Turkey Run. 

April ?.—A scouting party of 50 men proceeded to Auburn, and 
returned without meeting any of the enemy. 

April 17.—The brigade was reviewed by the major-general com- 
manding corps, and immediately after the regiment accompanied the 
brigade on a reconnaissance to Sulphur eee and one company 
crossed the river, proceeding dismounted to Jefferson, returning 
without encountering any of the enemy. 

April 20.—The regiment was inspected by the corps inspector. 

April 21.—Moved camp to near Turkey Station. 

April 24.—A party of 150 men, commanded by Major Thaxter, 
went on a scout to Warrenton. 

April 27.—One hundred and fifty men, commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Boothby, went on a scout to Warrenton, capturing 1 pris- 
oner. 

Apri 29.—Moved to Paoli Mills. 


EIGHTH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY. 


April 1 to 6.—Regiment in camp near Warrenton, Va. 

April 6,—A scouting party of 25 men, under Captain Alexander 
McCallum, went toward Auburn, scouting the country thoroughly, 
but found no trace of the enémy. 

April 19.—Regiment reviewed by Major-General Sheridan , regi- 
ment then went on scout to Sulphur Springs ; returned same day. 

Apri 21.—Regiment broke up winter quarters and went into 
camp. 

April 29.—Regiment broke camp near Turkey River, Va., and 
moved to Kelly’s Ford ; crossed and marched to Paoli Mills, and 
encamped there the 30th. 


FOURTH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY. 


Regiment changed camp from the old site of Thirteenth Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry to a position near Warrenton. 

Apri 29.—The division moved at 9 a. m., the Fourth Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry supporting the pickets upon their being relieved, and 
upon reaching the camp of the First Brigade were relieved from act- 
ing as rear guard, joining the main column at Germantown ; crossed 


ae Se eg ock at Kelly’s Ford, and encamped at9 p. m. at Paoli 
ills. 


SECOND PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY. 


April 21.—The regiment moved from camp, near Warrenton, to 
Turkey Run; distance 2 miles; remained here on picket duty until 
April 29, when it marched to Paoli Mills via Bealeton Station; dis- 
tance about 20 miles. 
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April 15.—Guerrillas made an attack upon the picket-post of this 
regiment on the Greenwich road; 1 man of the picket was killed. 
The guerrillas were driven off and followed as far as Buckland 
Mills ; they made good their escape. 


Third Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. James H. Wilson. 


The division is doing picket duty from Germanna Ford to Morton’s 
Ford, on the extreme left and front of the army, and across the Neck 
to Kemper’s Dam, on the Rappahannock. A detachment of 200 
men is stationed at Grove Church, patrolling toward Falmouth. 


SECOND ARMY CORPS. 
April 1 to 30.—In camp at Cole’s Hill, Culpeper County, Va. 
FIFTH ARMY CORPS. 


_ The corps has been engaged during this month in guarding the 
line of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, and in picketing the 
fords of the Rappahannock from Norman’s Ford to Freeman’s Ford. 
Headquarters of the corps at Culpeper Court-House. 


First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Charles Griffin. 


April 1 to 30.—The division remained in camp, near Rappahan- 
nock Station, Va., performing the usual camp and picket duties. 


First Brigade, Second Division, commanded by Col. Samuel H. 
Leonard, Thirteenth Massachusetts Infantry. 


The brigade remained encamped at Mitchell’s Station, on the 
Orange and Alexandria Railroad, until April 26, when it changed 
camp to a point 1 mile to the north. The One hundred and sevy- 
enth Pennsylvania Volunteers having re-enlisted, went on furlough 
on the 10th. 


Third Division, commanded by Col. William McCandless, Second 
Pennsylvania Reserves, 


April 18.—The Second Brigade Pennsylvania Reserves, cone aee 
’ of the Seventh and Kighth Regiments Pennsylvania Reserves, joine 
the division. 

In compliance with Special Orders, No. 107, from headquarters 
Fifth Army Corps, the brigade was temporarily dissolved. The 
Seventh Regiment was assigned to the First Brigade, and the Eighth 
Regiment to the Third Brigade. \ 4 ieee 

April 29.—The division was relieved from duty on the railroad, 
by troops from Major-General Burnside’s command, and marched 
to Licking Run, near Warrenton Junction, and bivouacked for the 
night. 

Bae 30.—Marched to this point (near Culpeper, Va.). 
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First Brigade, Third Division, commanded by Col. Henry C. Bol- 
inger, Seventh Pennsylvania Reserves. + 


April 29.—Marched from Bristoe Station to Warrenton Junction, 
Va., and encamped for the night. 
April 30.—Marched to near Culpeper Court-House. 


Third Brigade, Third Division, commanded by Col. Joseph W. 
Fisher, Fifth Pennsylvania Reserves. 


April 29.—Marched from Manassas Junction, Va., to Warrenton 
Junction. 

April 30.—Marched from thence to near Culpeper Court- House. 

The Eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Reserves temporarily assigned 
to Third Brigade, Pennsylvania Reserve Corps, Special Orders, No. 
107, headquarters Fifth Army Corps, April 25, 1864, by order of 
Major-General Warren. 


SIXTH ARMY CORPS. 
In camp near Welford’s Ford, Va., throughout the month. 


Abstract from tri-monthly return of the Army of the Potomac, Maj. Gen. George G. 
Meade, U. S. Army, commanding, for April 30, 1864, 
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Organization of the Army of the Potomac, commanded by Maj. Gen. 
George G. Meade, U. S. Army, April 30, 1864. 


GENERAL HEADQUARTERS. 
PROVOST GUARD. 
Brig. Gen. MARSENA R. PATRICK, 


80th New York (20th Militia), Col. Theodore B. Gates. 
68th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Robert E. Winslow. 
114th Pennsylvania, Col. Charles H. T. Collis. 
1st Massachusetts Cavalry, Companies C and D, Capt. Charles F. Adams, jr. 
3d Pennsylvania Cavalry, Maj. James W. Walsh. 


GUARDS AND ORDERLIES. 


Oneida (New York) Cavalry, Capt. Daniel P. Mann. 


SIGNAL CORPS. 
Capt. BENJAMIN F. FISHER. 
ORDNANCE DETACHMENT. 
Lieut. MORRIS SCHAFF. 
VOLUNTEER ENGINEER BRIGADE. 
Brig. Gen. HENRY W. BENHAM. 


15th New York (five companies), Maj. William A. Ketchum. 
50th New York,* Col. William H. Pettes. 


U. S. ENGINEER BATTALION. 
Capt. GEORGE H. MENDELL. 
SECOND ARMY CORPS. 

Maj. Gen. WINFIELD S. HANCOCK. 


FIRST DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. FRANCIS C. BARLOW. 


First Brigade. 
Col. NELSON A. MILES. 


26th Michigan, Maj. Lemuel Saviers. 

61st New York, Lieut. Col. K. Oscar 
Broady. 

8ist Pennsylvania, Col. H. Boyd Mc- 
Keen. 

140th Pennsylvania, Col. John Fraser. 

183d Pennsylvania, Col. George P. Mc- 
Lean. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. THomMAsS A. SMYTH. 


28th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. George 
W. Cartwright. 

63d New York, Maj. Thomas Touhy. 

69th New York, Capt. Richard Mo- 


roney. 
88th New York (detachment), Capt. 
Denis F, Burke. 
116th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Richard 
C. Dale. 


Third Brigade. 
Col. PAUL FRANK. 


89th New York, Col. Augustus Funk. 

52d aie York,+ Maj. Henry M. Kar- 
ples. 

57th New York, Lieut. Col. Alford B. 
Chapman. 

111th New York, Capt. Aaron P. Seeley. 

125th New York, Lieut. Col. Aaron B. 
Myer. 

126th New York, Capt. Morris Brown, jr. 


Fourth Brigade. 
Col. JOHN R. BROOKE. 


2d Delaware, Col. William P, Baily. 
64th New York, Maj. Leman W. Brad- 


ley. 

66th Nee York, Lieut. Col. John S§. 
Hammell. 

53d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Richards 
McMichael. 

145th Pennsylvania, Col. Hiram L, 
Brown. 

148th Pennsylvania, Col. 
Beaver. 


James A, 


* Three companies serving with Sixth Army Corps. 


+ Detachment of Seventh New York attached. 
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SECOND DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen, JOHN GIBBON. 


Provost Guard. 


2d Company Minnesota Sharpshooters, Capt. Mahlon Black. 


First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER S. WEBB. 


19th Maine, Col. Selden Connor. 

15th Massachusetts, Maj. I. 
Hooper. 

19th Massachusetts, Maj. Edmund Rice. 
20th Massachusetts, Maj. Henry L. 
Abbott. . 

7th Michigan, Maj. Sylvanus W. Curtis. 
42d New York, Maj. Patrick J. Down- 


Harris 


ing. 

59th New York (four companies), Capt. 

William McFadden. 

82d New York (2d Militia), Col. Henry 
W. Hudson. 

1st Company Massachusetts Sharp- 
shooters, Lieut. Samuel G. Gil- 
breth. 


Second Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. JosHua T. OWEN. 


152d New York, Lieut. Col. George W. 
Thompson. 

69th Pennsylvania, Maj. William Davis. 

7ist Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Charles 
Kochersperger. 

72d Pennsylvania, Capt. John Lock- 


hart. 
106th Pennsylvania, Capt. Robert H. 
Ford. 


Third Brigade. , 


Col. SAMUEL S. CARROLL. 


14th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. Samuel A. Moore. 
1st Delaware, Lieut. Col. Daniel Woodall. 
14th Indiana, Col. John Coons. 
12th New Jersey, Capt. Henry F. Chew. 
10th New York Battalion, Capt. George M. Dewey. 
108th New York, Capt. Joseph Deverell. 
4th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Leonard W. Carpenter. 
8th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Franklin Sawyer. 
7th West Virginia, Lieut. Col. Jonathan H. Lockwood. 


THIRD DIVISION. 


Maj. Gen. Davin B. BIRNEY. 


First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. J. H. Hoparr Warp. 


20th Indiana, Col. William C. L. Taylor. 
8d Maine, Col. Moses B. Lakeman. 

40th New York, Col. Thomas W. Egan. 

86th New York, Lieut. Col. Jocob H. 


Lenses 
124th New York, Col. Francis M. Cum- 


mins, 

99th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Edwin 
R. Biles. 

110th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Jacob 
W. Greenawalt. 


141st Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Guy H. | 


Watkins. 
2d U.S. Sharpshooters, Lieut. Col. 
Homer R. Stoughton. 


Second Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER Hays. 


4th Maine, Col. Elijah Walker. 
17th Maine, Col. George W. West. 
3d Michigan, Col. Byron R. Pierce. 
5th tse oe Lieut. Col. John Pul- 
ord. 
93d New York, Col. John 8. Crocker. 
57th Pennsylvania, Col. Peter Sides. 
68d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John A. 
Danks. 
105th Pennsylvania, Col. Calvin A. 
Craig. 
1st U.S. Sharpshooters, Maj. Charles 
P. Mattocks. 
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FOURTH DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. JOSEPH B. CARR. 


First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. GERSHOM Mort. 


‘ist Massachusetts, Col. Napoleon B. 
McLaughlen. 

16th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Waldo 
Merriam. 

Sth New Jersey, Col. William J. 
Sewell. 

6th New Jersey, Lieut. Col. Stephen 
R. Gilkyson. 

wth New Jersey, Maj. Frederick 
Cooper. 

8th New Jersey, Col. John Ramsey. 

lith New Jersey, Col. Robert McAl- 


lister. 

26th Pennsylvania, Maj. Samuel G. 
Moffett. 

115th Pennsylvania, Maj. William A. 
Reilly. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. WILLIAM R. BREWSTER. 

1ith Ay Ge Col. William Blais- 
dell. ; 

70th New York, Capt. William H. 
Hugo. 

T1ist New York, Lieut. Col. 
Rafferty. 

72d New York, Lieut. Col. John Leon- 
ard. 

738d New York, Lieut. Col. Michael W. 

urns. 
74th New York, Col. Thomas Holt. 
120th New York, Capt. Abram L. Lock- 


wood. 
84th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Milton 


Opp. 


Thomas 


ARTILLERY BRIGADE. 
Col. JoHN'C. TIDBALL. 


Maine Light, 6th Battery (F), Capt. Edwin B. Dow. 
Massachusetts Light, 10th Battery, Capt. J. Henry Sleeper. 

New Hampshire Light, 1st Battery, Capt. Frederick M. Edgell, 
ist New York Light, Battery G, Capt. Nelson Ames. 

4th New York Heavy, 3d Battalion, Lieut. Col. Thomas Allcock. 
ist Pennsylvania Light, Battery F, Capt. R. Bruce Ricketts. 

1st Rhode Island Light, Battery A, Capt. William A. Arnold. 
1st Rhode Island Light, Battery B, Capt. T. Fred. Brown. 

4th United States, Battery K, Lieut. John W. Roder. 

5th United States, Batteries C and I, Lieut. James Gilliss. 


FIFTH ARMY CORPS. 
Maj. Gen. GOUVERNEUR K. WARREN. 
PROVOST GUARD. 
12th New York Battalion, Capt. Henry W. Rider. 
FIRST DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. CHARLES GRIFFIN. 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. ROMEYN B. AYRES. Col. JACOB B. SWEITZER. 


140th New York, Col. George Ryan. Col. Patrick R. 
. 146th New York, Col. David T. Jenkins. 


91st Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Joseph 


9th Massachusetts, 
Guiney. 
22d Massachisets * Col. William S. Til- 


H. Sinex. 
155th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Alfred 


82d pean mr Col. George L. Pres- 


. Pearson. : cott. 
2d United States (six companies), | 4th Michigan, Lieut. Col. George W. 
Capt. James W. Long. Lumbard, 
11th United States (six companies), | 62d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. James C. 
Capt. Francis M. Cooley. Hull. 


12th United States,, Maj. Luther B. 


Bruen. 
14th United States (eight companies), 
apt. Edward McK. Hudson. 


17th United States (eight peapenice) 


Capt. James F. Grimes. 


* Second ‘Company Massachusetts Sharpshooters attached. 


{ 
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Third Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. JosePpH J. BARTLETT. 


20th Maine, Maj. Ellis Spear. . 
18th Massachusetts, Col. Joseph Hayes. 
1st Michigan, Lieut. Col. William A. Throop. 
16th Michigan, Maj. Robert T. Elliott. 
44th New York, Lieut. Col. Freeman Conner. 
83d Pennsylvania, Col. Orpheus 8. Woodward. 
118th Pennsylvania, Col. James Gwyn, 


SECOND DIVISION, 


Brig. Gen. JOHN C. ROBINSON. 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Col. SAMUEL H. LEONARD. Col, RICHARD COULTER. 
16th Maine, Col. Charles W. Tilden. 12th Massachusetts, Col. James L. Bates. 
13th Massachusetts, Capt. Charles H. | 88d New York (9th Militia), Col. Joseph 


Hovey. A. Moesch. 
89th Massachusetts, Col. Phineas S. | 97th New York, Col. Charles Wheelock. 


Davis. 1ith Pennsylvania, Maj. John B. Kee- 
104th New York, Col. Gilbert G. Prey. nan. 
] 88th Pennsylvania, Capt. George B. 
Rhoads. 


90th Pennsylvania, Col. Peter Lyle. 


Third Brigade. 


Col. ANDREW W. DENISON. 


ist Maryland, Maj. Benjamin H. Schley. 
4th Maryland, Col. Richard N. Bowerman. 
7th Maryland, Col. Charles E. Phelps. 

8th Maryland, Lieut. Col. John G. Johannes. 


THIRD DIVISION.* 
Brig. Gen, SAMUEL W. CRAWFORD. 


First Brigade. Third Brigade. 
Col. HENRY C. BOLINGER. Col. JOSEPH W. FISHER. 


ist Pennsylvania Reserves, Col. Will- | 5th Pennsylvania Reserves, Lieut. Col, 
iam C. Talley. George Dare. 

2d Pennsylvania Reserves, Lieut. Col. | 8th Pennsylvania Reserves, Col. Silas M. 
Patrick McDonough. Baily. 

6th Pennsylvania Reserves, Col. Well- | 9th Pennsylvania Reserves, Maj. Charles 


ington H. Ent. ares, 
7th Pennsylvania Reserves, Maj. Le | 10th Pennsylvania Reserves, Lieut. Col. 
Grand B. Speece. Ira Ayer, jr. 
11th Pennsylvania Reserves, Col. Samuel | 12th Pennsylvania Reserves, Lieut. Col. 
M. Jackson. Richard Gustin. 


13th Pennsylvania Reserves (1st Rifles), 
Maj. William R. Hartshorne. 


*Second Brigade discontinued. 
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FOURTH DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. Jamus S. WApSsworTH. 


First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. LYSANDER CUTLER. 


“th Indiana, Col. Ira G. Grover. 
19th Indiana, Col. Samuel J. Williams. 
24th ieee Lieut. Col. William W. 
i 
ist New vor Battalion Sharpshooters, 
Capt. Volney J. Shipman. 
2d Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. John Mans- 
field. 
6th Wisconsin, Col. Edward 8. Bragg. 
7th Wisconsin, Col. William W. Robin- 
son. 


Second Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES C, RICE. 
76th New York, Lieut. Col. John E. 


Cook. 
84th New York (14th Militia), Lieut. Col. 
Robert B. Jordan. 
95th New York, Col. Edward Pye. 
147th New York, Col. Francis C. Miller. 
56th Pennsylvania, Col. J. William Hof- 
mann. 


Third Brigade. 


Col. Roy STONE. 


121st Pennsylvania, Capt. Samuel T. Lloyd. 
142d Pennsylvania, Maj. Horatio N. Warren. 
143d Pennsylvania, Capt. M. Lewis Blair. 
149th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John Irvin. 
150th Pennsylvania, Capt. George W. Jones. 


ARTILLERY BRIGADE, 


Col. CHARLES S. WAINWRIGHT. — 


Massachusetts Light, 8d Battery (C), Lieut. Aaron F. Walcott. 
Massachusetts Light, 5th Battery (), Capt. Charles A. Phillips. 

ist New York Light, Battery D, Capt. George B. Winslow. 

ist New York Light, Batteries E and L, Capt. Gilbert H. Reynolds. 
ist New York Light, Battery H, Capt. Charles E. Mink. 

4th New York Heavy, 2d Battalion, Maj. William Arthur. 

ist Pennsylvania Light, Battery B, Capt. James H. Cooper. 


4th United States, 


Battery B, Lieut. James Stewart. 


5th United States, Battery D, Lieut. Benjamin F, Rittenhouse. 
SIXTH ARMY CORPS. 
Maj. Gen. JOHN SEDGWICK, 


ESCORT, 


8th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company A, Capt. Charles E. Fellows, 


FIRST DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. Horatio G. WRIGHT. 


First Brigade. 
Col. Hrnry W. Brown. 


ist New Jersey, Lieut. Col. .William 
Henry, jr. 

2d New Jersey, Lieut. Col. Charles 
Wiebecke. 


3d New Jersey, Capt. Samuel T. Du 
Bois. 

4th New Jersey, Lieut. Col. 
Ewing. 

10th New Jersey, Col. Henry O. Ryer- 


son. 
15th New Jersey, Col. William H. Pen- 
rose. 


66 R R—VOL XXXIII 


Charles 


Second Brigade. 
Col. Emory UPTON. 
5th Maine, Col. Clark 8. Edwards. 


12ist New York, Lieut. Col. Egbert 
Olcott. 

95th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Edward 
Carroll. 

96th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. William 
H. Lessig. 
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Third Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. DAvip A. RUSSELL. 


6th Maine, Maj. George Fuller. 
49th Pennsylvania, Col. Thomas M. Hulings. 
119th Pennsylvania, Maj. Henry P. Truefitt, jr. 
5th Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. Theodore B, Catlin. 


Y 


Fourth Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER SHALER. 


65th New York, Col. Joseph E. Hamblin. 
* 67th New York, Col. Nelson Cross. ; 
122d New York, Lieut. Col. Augustus W. Dwight. 
23d Pennsylvania,* Col. John F. Glenn. 
82d Pennsylvania,* Col. Isaac C. Bassett. 


SECOND DIVISION. 


a 


Brig. Gen. GEORGE W. GETTY. 


First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. FRANK WHEATON. 


62d New York, Lieut. William Moore. 
93d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John S. 


Long. 

98th Pennsylvania, Col. John F. Bal- 
ier. 

102d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Samuel For- 


rester. 
189th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. William 
Moody. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. LEwis A. GRANT. 


2d Vermont, Col. Newton Stone. 

38d Vermont, Col. Thomas O. Seaver. 
4th Vermont, Col. George P. Foster. 

5th Vermont, Lieut. Col. John R. Lewis. 
6th Vermont, Col. Elisha L. Barney. 


Third Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. THomMAS H. NEILL. 


th Maine, Col. Edwin C. Mason. 
48d New York, Lieut. Col. John Wil- 


son. 

49th New York, Col. Daniel D. Bidwell. 

77th New York, Maj. Nathan 8. Bab- 
k 


cock, 
61st Pennsylvania, Col. George F. 
Smith. 


Fourth Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. HENRY L. EUSTIS. 


ith Massachusetts, Col. Thomas D. 
ohns. 
10th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Joseph 
Parsons. 
37th Massachusetts, Col. Oliver Ed- 
wards. 
2d Rhode Island, Lieut. Col. Samuel 


Read. 


THIRD DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. JAMES B. RICKETTS. 


First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM H. Morris. 


14th New Jersey, Lieut. Col. Caldwell 
K, Hall 


106th New York, Lieut. Col. Charles 
Townsend. 
151st New York, Lieut. Col. Thomas M. 


ay. 
87th Pennsylvania, Col. 


John W. 


chall. 
10th Vermont, Liew. Col. William W. 
Henry. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. BENJAMIN F. SMITH. 


6th Maryland, Col. John W. Horn. 
110th Ohio, Col. J. Warren Keifer. 
122d Ohio, Col. William H. Ball. 
126th Ohio, Lieut, Col. Aaron W. 
Ebright. 
67th Pennsylvania, Col. John F. Staun- 
ton 


on. 
138th Pennsylvania, Col. Matthew R. 
McClennan. 


* At Johnson’s Island, Ohio, 
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ARTILLERY BRIGADE. 


Col. CHARLES H. TOMPKINS. 


Maine Light, 4th Battery (D), Lieut. Melville C. Kimball. 
Massachusetts Light, 1st Battery (A), Capt. William H. McCartney. 
New York Light, 1st Battery, Capt. Andrew Cowan. 

New York Light, 3d Battery, Capt. William A. Harn. 

4th New York Heavy, 1st Battalion, Maj. Thomas D. Sears. 

1st Rhode Island Light, Battery C, Capt. Richard Waterman. 

1st Rhode Island Light, Battery E, Capt. William B. Rhodes. 

1st Rhode Island Light, Battery G, Capt. George W. Adams. 

5th United States, Battery M, Capt. James McKnight. 


CAVALRY CORPS. 


Maj. Gen. PHtniep H. SHERIDAN. 


ESCORT. 
6th United States, Capt. Ira W. Claflin. 


FIRST DIVISION. 


Brig.Gen. ALFRED T. A. TORBERT. 


First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. GEORGE A. CUSTER. 


ist Michigan, Lieut. Col. Peter Stagg. 

5th Michigan, Lieut. Col. Ebenezer 
Gould. 

6th Michigan, Maj. James H. Kidd. 

7th Michigan, Maj. Henry W. Granger. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. THomaAs C. DEVIN. 


4th New York, Lieut. Col. William R. 
Parnell. 

6th New York, Lieut. Col. William H. 
Crocker. 

9th New York, Col. William Sackett. 

17th Pennsylvania, Col. Josiah H. Kel- 


logg. 


Reserve Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. WESLEY MERRITT. 


19th New York (1st Dragoons), Col. Alfred Gibbs, 
6th Pennsylvania, Maj. William P. C. Treichel. 
ist United States, Capt. Nelson B. Sweitzer. 
2d United States, Maj. George A. Gordon. 
5th United States,* Capt. Abraham K. Arnold. 


SECOND DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. Davip McM. GReEa@. 


First Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. Henry E. Davies, Jr. 


1st Massachusetts, Col. Horace B. Sar- 
gent. 

ist New Jersey, Col, Percy Wyndham. 

6th Ohio, Col. William Stedman. 

ist Pennsylvania, Col. John P. Taylor. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. J. IRVIN GREGG. 


dst Maine, Col. Charles H. Smith. 
10th New York, Maj. M. Henry Avery. 
2d Pennsylvania, Maj. P. Benner Wil- 
son 


4th Pennsylvania, Maj. William M. 
Biddle. 

8th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Samuel 
‘Wilson. 

16th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John K. 


Robison. 


*Companies B, F, and K. under Capt. Julius W. Mason, detached as escort to 


Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant. 
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THIRD DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES H. WILSON. 


ESCORT. 
1st Ohio Cavalry, Companies A and C, Capt. Noah Jones. 
First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Col. TimotHy M. BRYAN, Jr. Col. GEoRGE H. CHAPMAN. 
1st Connecticut, Maj. Erastus Blakes- | 8th Illinois (detachment), Lieut. William 
2d Now York, Col. Otto Harhaus. 3d ihecuiet Ma William Patton. 


5th New York, Lieut. Col. John Ham- | 8th New York, Lieut. Col. William H. 
mond, Benjamin. : 
18th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. William | ist Vermont, Lieut. Col. Addison WwW. 
P. Brinton. Preston. 
ARTILLERY. 
Brig. Gen. Henry J. HUNT. 
ARTILLERY RESERVE. 


Col. HENRY S. BURTON. 


First Brigade. 
Col. J. Howard KITCHING. 


6th New York Heavy, Lieut. Col. Edmund R. Travis. 
15th New York Heavy, Col. Louis Schirmer. 


Second Brigade. 


Maj. JoHN A. TOMPKINS. 


Maine Light, 5th Battery (E), Capt. Greenleaf T. Stevens. 
ist New Jersey Light, Battery A, Capt. William Hexamer. 
‘Ist New Jersey Light, Battery B, Capt. A. Judson Clark. 
New York Light, 5th Battery, Capt. Elijah D. Taft. 

New York Light, 12th Battery, Capt. George F. McKnight. 
New York Light, 15th Battery, Capt. Patrick Hart. 


Third Brigade. 
Maj. RoBERT H. FITZHUGH. 


Massachusetts Light, 9th Battery, Capt. John Bigelow. 

1st New York Light, Battery B, Capt. Albert 8. Sheldon. 
1st New York Light, Battery C, Lieut. William H. Phillips. 
New York Light, 11th Battery, Capt. John E. Burton. 

1st Ohio Light, Battery H, Lieut. William A. Ewing. 

5th United States, Battery E, Lieut. John R. Brinckle. 


HORSE ARTILLERY. 


First Brigade. * Second Brigade. 

Capt. JAMES M. ROBERTSON. Capt. DUNBAR R. RANsom, 

New York Light, 6th Battery, Capt. | Ist United States, Batteries E and G, 
Joseph W..Martin. Lieut. Frank §8. French. 

2d United States, Batteries B and L, | 1st United States, Batteries H and I, 
Lieut. Edward Heaton. Capt. Alanson M. Randol. 

2d United States, Battery D, Lieut. Ed- | 1st United States, Battery K, Lieut. 
ward B. Williston. John Egan. 

2d United States, Battery M, Lieut. A. | 2d United States, Battery A, Lieut. 
C. M. Pennington, jr. Robert Clarke. 

4th United States, Battery A, Lieut. | 2d United States, Battery G, Lieut. 
Frederick Fuger. William N. Dennison. 

4th United States, Batteries C and E, | 8d United States, Batteries C, F, and K 
Lieut. Charles L. Fitzhugh. Lieut. James R. Kelly, 


* Serving with the cavalry. 
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Abstract from return of the Ninth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside, 
U.S. Army, commanding, for the month of April, 1864. 
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Troops in the Ninth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. Ambrose EH. Burnside, 
U.S. Army, commanding, April 30, 1864. 


FIRST DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen. THOMAS G. STEVENSON. 


First Brigade. Second pS d 


Col. SUMNER CARRUTH. Col. DANIEL LEASURE. - 


35th area sae Maj. Nathaniel | 2ist Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. George 


ales. : P. Hawkes. 
56th a epee a Col. Charles E. Gris- | 100th Pennsylvania, Lieut: #Col. Mat- 


wold. a) thew M. Dawson, 
57th Massachusetts, Col. William F. 


Bartlett. 
Artillery. 


Maine Light, 2d Battery (B), Capt. Albert F, Thomas. 
Massachusetts Light, 14th Battery, Capt. Joseph W. B. Wright. 


SECOND DIVISION. 
Col. SIMON G, GRIFFIN. 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 


Col. JosHuA K. SIGFRIED. Col. HERBERT B. TiTUs, 


36th Massachusetts, Maj. William F. | 31st Maine, Lieut. Col. Thomas Hight. 


- raper. 32d Maine (six companies), Maj. Arthur 
* Bist New York, Col. Charles W. Le Deering. 
Gendre. 6th New Hampshire, Lieut. Col. Henry 
45th Pennsylvania, Col. John I. Curtin. H. Pearson. 
48th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Henry | 9th New Hampshire, Lieut. Col. John 
Pleasants. W. Babbitt. 


"th Rhode Island, Capt. Theodore | 11th New Hampshire, Col. Walter Har- 
Winn. i 


riman. 
17th Vermont, Lieut, Col. Charles Cum- 
mings. 


Artillery. 


Massachusetts Light, 11th Battery, Capt. Edward J. Jones, 
New York Light, 19th Battery, Capt. Edward W. Rogers. 


1046 


OPERATIONS IN N. C:, VA.. W. VA., MD., AND PA. 


[CHap. XLV. 


THIRD DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. ORLANDO B. WILLCOX. 


First Brigade. 
Col. JoHn F. HARTRANFT. 
2d Michigan, Col. William Humph- 
8th Mick ae Col. Frank Graves. 


17th Michigan, Col. Constant Luce. 
27th Michigan,* Lieut. Col. William B. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. BENJAMIN C. CHRIST. 
1st Michigan Sharpshooters, Col. 
Charles V. De Land. 
20th Michigan, Lieut. Col. Byron M. 


Cutcheon. 
79th New York, Col. David Morrison. 


Wright. 60th Ohio, Lieut. Col. James N. McEl- 
109th New York, Col. Benjamin F. roy. 

Tracy. 50th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Edward 
51st an ees Lieut. Col. Edwin Overton, jr. 

chall. 


Artillery, 


Maine Light, 7th Battery (G), Capt. Adelbert B. Twitchell. 
New York Light, 34th Battery, Capt. Jacob Roemer. 
\) 


FOURTH DIVISION. 
Brig. Gen, EDWARD FERRERO. 


380th Connecticut (colored), detachment, Capt. Charles Robinson. 
19th U.S. Colored Troops, Col. Henry G. Thomas. 

27th U.S. Colored Troops, Capt. John Cartwright. 

80th U.S. Colored Troops, Col. Delevan Bates. 

39th U.S. Colored Troops, Lieut, Col. Charles J. Wright. 

43d U.S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. H. Seymour Hall. 


Artillery. 
Vermont Light, 8d Battery, Capt. Romeo H. Start. 
CAVALRY. 


38d New Jersey, Col. Andrew J. Morrison. 
18th Pennsylvania, Maj. Michael Kerwin. 


RESERVE ARTILLERY. 
Capt. JOHN EDWARDS, Jr. ‘ 


New York Light, 27th Battery, Capt. John B. Eaton. 

ist Rhode Island Light, Battery H, Capt. Crawford Allen, jr. 
Pennsylvania Light, Battery D, Capt. George W. Durell. 

2d United States, Battery E, Lieut. James 8S. Dudley. 

3d United States, Battery G, Lieut. Herbert F. Guthrie. 

3d United States, Batteries L and M, Capt. John Edwards, ire 


* First and Second Companies Michigan Sharpshooters attached. 


te CFT 


' General headquarters a 
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a Includes Brigadier-General Abercrombie and staff. 
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Troops in the Department of Washington (Twenty-second Army 
Corps), Maj. Gen. Christopher OC. Augur, U. S. Army, command- 


ing, April 30, 1864. 


LIGHT ARTILLERY CAMP OF INSTRUCTION,* 


Brig. Gen. ALBION P. HOWE. 


Maine Light, ist Battery (A), Capt. Albert W. Bradbury. 
Maine Light, 8d Battery (C), Capt. Ezekiel R. Mayo. 
Maryland Light, Battery A, Capt. James H. Rigby. 
Massachusetts Light, 16th Battery, Capt. Henry D. Scott. 
Michigan Light, 13th Battery, Capt. Callaghan H.O’Riordon. 
Michigan Light, 14th Battery, Capt. Charles Heine. 

New Jersey Light, 3d Battery, Capt. Christian Woerner. 

1st New York Light, Battery F, Capt. William R. Wilson. 
ist New York Light, Battery K, Capt. Solon W. Stocking. 
1st Ohio Light, Battery L, Capt. Frank C. Gibbs. 

1st Pennsylvania Light, Battery G, Capt. Beldin Spence. J 
ist Pennsylvania Light, Battery H, Capt. Andrew Fagan. 
Pennsylvania Light, Battery C, Capt. James Thompson. 
Pennsylvania Light, Battery F, Capt. Nathaniel Irish. 

Sth United States, Battery F, Lieut. Leonard Martin. 

5th United States, Battery L, Lieut. Gulian V. Weir. 


DISTRICT OF 


WASHINGTON. 


Brig. Gen. JOHN H. MARTINDALE, Military Governor. 
First Brigade, U. S. Veteran Reserve 


Corps. 
Col. RIcHAaRD H. RUSH. 


1st U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. 
Col. Frederick E. Trotter. 
6th U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. 
Col. Frederic S. Palmer. 
9th U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Col. 
George W.Gile. 
19th U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Col. 
Oscar V. Dayton. 
22d U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. 
Col. Allan Rutherford. 
24th U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. 
Col, John F, Marsh. 


Not brigaded. 


8th Illinois Cavalry (six companies), 
Maj. John M. Waite.” 
U.S. Ordnance Detachment, Maj. James 
G. Benton. 
27th Pennsylvania, Company F, Capt. 
John M. Carson. 
150th Pennsylvania, Company K, Capt. 
Thomas Getchell. 
24th U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps (one 
company), Capt. Emil Sturmfels. 
Light Guard, Ohio Cavalry, Capt. 
George A. Bennett. 
U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps (detach- 
ments), Surg. Robert O, Abbott. 


Union 


* Camps Barry and Marshall. 


» 
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DEFENSES NORTH OF THE POTOMAC.* 


Lieut. Col. JosepH A. HASKIN. 


First Brigade. 
Col. JAMES M. WARNER. 


1st Vermont Heavy Artillery, Col. James 
M. Warner. 


Third Brigade. 
Col, JOSEPH WELLING. 


9th New York Heavy Artillery,} Col. Joseph Welling. 
9th New York Battery, Capt. Emil Schubert. 


PROVISIONAL BRIGADES, i 
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Second Brigade. 
Col. Lewis O. MorRRIS. 


ist Maine Heavy Artillery, Col. Daniel 
Chaplin. 

wth New York Heavy Artillery, Col. 
Lewis O. Morris. 


Maj. Gen. SILAS CASEY. 


"5th New York, Col. Robert B. Merritt. 
28d U.S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. Cleaveland J.Campbell. 


DEFENSES SOUTH OF THE POTOMAG:S 


Brig. Gen. Gustavus A. DE Russy. 


First Brigade. 
Col. AUGUSTUS A, GIBSON, 


2d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery, Col. 
Augustus A. Gibson. 
18th New York Cavalry, Company E, 
Capt. Francis C. Brown. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. THomas R, TANNATT. 
1st Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Col. 
Thomas R. Tannatt. 


2d New York Heavy Artillery, Col. 
Joseph N.G. Whistler. 


Third Brigade.’ 
Col, ALEXANDER PIPER. 


10th New York Heavy Artillery, Col. 
Alexander Piper. 

Ist Wisconsin Heavy Artillery (ist Bat- 

talion), Maj. Charles C, Meservey. 


Fourth Brigade. 
Col, HENRY L. ABBOT. 
ist Connecticut Heavy Artillery, Col. 
Henry L. Abbot. 


2d Connecticut Heavy Artillery, Col. 
Klisha 8. Kellogg. 


* Troops at Forts Baker, Foote, Reno, and Slocum. 
{+Second Battalion at Fort Foote, under command of Lieut. Col. William H. 


Seward, jr. 
+ At Camps Casey and Grant. 


§$ Headquarters at Arlington; troops at Batteries Garesché and Rodgers, and at 
Forts Albany, Barnard, Bennett, Berry, Cass, Corcoran, Craig, Ellsworth, Ethan 
‘Allen, Farnsworth, Haggerty, Lyon, Marcy, O’Rorke, Reynolds, Richardson, Run- 
yon, C, F, Smith, Strong, Tillinghast, Ward, Weed, Whipple, Willard, Williams, 


‘Woodbury, and Worth. 
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TYLER’S DIVISION. 
' Brig. Gen. ROBERT O. TYLER. 
First Brigade. 
Col. ARTHUR H. Grmsnaw. 


4th Delaware, Lieut. Col. Charles E. La Motte. 
2d District of Columbia, Col. Charles M. Alexander. 
157th Pennsylvania (four companies), Maj. Thomas H. Addicks. 


Second Brigade. 
Col. MATHEW MURPHY. 


155th New York, Lieut. Col. Hugh C. Flood. 

164th New York, Lieut. Col, James P. McMahon. 

170th New York, Col. James P. McIvor. 

182d New York (69th New York National Guard Artillery), Lieut, Col. Thomas M, 


Reid. 


Cavalry Brigade. 


Col. CHARLES R. LOWELL, Jr. 


2d Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Casper Crowninshield, 
13th New York, Col. Henry 8. Gansevoort. 
16th New York, Col. Henry M. Lazelle. 


Artillery. 
17th New York Battery, Capt. George T. Anthony. 
DISTRICT OF ALEXANDRIA. 


Brig. Gen. JOHN P. SLOUGH, Military Governor. 


1st District of Columbia (four companies), Capt. Marvin P. Fisher. 

5th New York (veteran), Lieut. Col. Cleveland Winslow. 
Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Battery H, Capt. William Borrowe. 

9th U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps (detachment),* Capt. Isaac J. Neall. 
11th U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps (detachment),* Maj. Alanson E. Niles, 
19th U. 8. Veteran Reserve Corps, Company B,* Capt. Albert W. Hayes. 
19th U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Company G,* Capt. Morris H. Church. 
20th U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Company E,* Capt. Michael Eagan. 


U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps. 


Col. FREDERICK D. SEWALL. 


8d U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps (battalion), Lieut. Col. John Speidel. 
12th U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps (battalion), Col. Addison Farnsworth. 
20th U. 8S. Veteran Reserve Corps (battalion), Maj. Allen G. Brady. 
14th U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps (six companies).+ } 
14th U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps (two companies).| } Capt. Granville Fernald. 
21st U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps (two companies). 
1st Michigan Cavalry, Company D, + Capt. Thurlow W. Lusk. 


- 


*On duty under Brig. Gen. Henry 8. Briggs, camp for drafted men, 
+ On duty under Col. Samuel McKelvy, rendezvous for distribution. 
¢{ On duty under Lieut. Col. Henry H. Wells, provost-marshal. 
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| _ RENDEZVOUS FOR DISTRIBUTION. 
Lieut. Col. SAMUEL MCKELvy. 
CAMP STONEMAN, D. C. 
\ Col. JoHN B. McINTOSH. 


1st Division, Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac (detachment), Capt. John 8. 
Struthers. 
Reserve Brigade, Cavalry.Corps, Army of the Potomac (detachment), Lieut. David 
erry. oP abn 
2d Division, Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac (detachment), Maj. William H. 
EF 


ry. if 
8d Division, Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac (detachment), Capt. Bradley M. 
Thompson. 


\ Not brigaded. 


ist New Hampshire Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Benjamin T. Hutchins. 
2d New York Mounted Rifles, Col. John Fisk. 
24th New York Cavalry, Col. William C. Raulston. 
25th New York Cavalry, Capt. Samuel W. McPherson, 
2d Ohio Cavalry, Lieut. Col. George A. Purington. 
1st Rhode Island Cavalry, Maj. Preston M. Farrington. 
FORT WASHINGTON, MD. 
Col. HoRACE BROOKS. 


16th Indiana Battery, Capt. Charles R. Deming. 
U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps (one company), Lieut. Francis W. Seeley. 


DETACHMENTS. 
Glymont Landing, Md. , 
1st Indiana Cavalry, Companies I and K, Capt. Theodore Majtheny. 
Government Farms, Va. 
111th New York, Companies B and C, Capt. Robert C, Perry. 


Abstract from return of the Middle Department (Eighth Army Corps), Maj. Gen. 
Lewis Wallace, U. S. Army, commanding, for the month of April, 1864. 
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Troops in the Middle Department (Highth Army Corps), Maj. Gen. 
Lewis Wallace, U. S. Army, commanding, April 30, 1864. 


FIRST SEPARATE BRIGADE,* 
Brig. Gen. ERASTUS B. TYLER. 


38d Delaware, Col. William B. Dorrell. 

3d Maryland, Potomac Home Brigade, Col. Charles Gilpin. 

Purnell (Maryland) Legion, Col. Samuel A. Graham. ° 

1st Battalion Delaware Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Napoleon B. Knight. 
Purnell (Maryland) Cavalry, Company B, Capt. Thomas H. Watkins. 
8th New York Heavy Artillery, Company F, Capt. William J. Hawkins. 


SECOND SEPARATE BRIGADE. 
Col. PETER A. PORTER. 


8th New York Heavy Artillery (four companies), Lieut. Col. Willard W. Bates. 
2d U.S. Artillery, headquarters and Battery I. 


THIRD SEPARATE BRIGADE.+ 
Brig. Gen. Henry H. Lockwoop. 


ist Maryland (Eastern Shore),t Col. John R. Keene. 
1st Delaware Cavalry, Company E,§ Capt. John B. W. Aydeilotte. 
1st Maryland Cavalry, Col. Andrew W. Evans. 
Smith’s Independent Company Maryland Cavalry,| Lieut. Joseph, T. Fearing. 
Baltimore (Maryland) Battery, Capt. Frederic W. Alexander. 
1st Maryland Light Artillery, Battery D, Lieut. Richard M. Ray. 
3d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery, Battery H, Capt. William D. Rank. 
71st Company, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. Robert J. Sutherland. 
72d Company, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. Frank P. Gross. 
89th Company, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. Nelson Bronson. 
95th Company, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. Vivian K. Spear. 
96th Company, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Capt. Horace F. Crossman. 
148d Company, U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. Horatio Roberts. 


DISTRICT OF DELAWARE. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN R. KENLY. 


1st Maryland (Eastern Shore), Company H, Capt. Argalus G. Hennisee. 
Purnell (Maryland) Cavalry, Company C, Lieut. Washington I. Purnell. 
U.S. Veteran Reserve Corps (detachment), Lieut. James Lewis. 


_ * At Relay House, Fort Dix, and Monrovia, Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, Chapel 
Point, and Monocacy Junction, Md. 

+ Attached: Fifth Maryland, Company B, Lieut. Samuel 8, Thompson ; 8th New 
York Heavy Artillery (detachment), Capt. James Maginnis; 8th New York Heavy 
Artillery, Company B, Lieut. Eli 8. Nichols. 

{Salisbury, Md. 

§ Havre de Grace, Md. 

| Newtown, Md. 
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Abstract from return of the troops in the Department of the Susquehanna, Maj. i 
Gen. Dos N. Couch, U. 8. Army, commanding, for the month of April, 1864 a 
headquarters Chambersburg, Pa. . ad 
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Troops in the Department of the Susquehanna, commanded by May. 
Gen. Darius N. Couch, U. S. Army, «April 30, 1864. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA, LEHIGH DISTRICT.* 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE CADWALADER. Brig. Gen. ORRIs S. FERRY. 
147th Pennsylvania, Company I, Capt. | Ist Battalion Pennsylvania Infantry 
Charles Fair. _ (four companies), Lieut. Col. 
186th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Henry Joseph F. Ramsey. 
A, Frink. ‘ ist New York Light Artillery, Battery 
Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Battery I, A, Capt. Thomas H. Bates. 
Capt. Robert J. Nevin. 21st Pennsylvania Cavalry, Company D, 
pa alocents, Lieut. Col. Daniel P. Capt. Josiah C, Hullinger. 
ritine. 


Convalescents, provost guards, Lieut. 
Col. Henry A. Frink. 
4 
HARRISBURG, PA. PITTSBURG, PA. 


Lieut. Col. JAMES V. BOMFORD. Capt. Epwarp S. WRIGHT. 


Patapsco (Maryland) Guards, Capt. | 109th Company, U. S. Veteran Reserve 
Thomas 8. McGowan. Corps, Capt.Charles A, Edmonds. 

184th Pennsylvania, Company B, Capt. | Company U. 8. Veteran Reserve Corps.+ 
J. Stanley Gerhart. Company Pennsylvania Militia.+ 


* At Pottsville, Scranton, Reading, Easton, Heckscherville, and Hazleton, - 
+ Commander not of record. 


SHAP. XLV.] 


YORK, PA. 


Surg. HenRY PALMER. 


20th U. 8. Veteran Reserve Corps, Company I, Capt. Robert T. Knox. 
108th Company, U. 8. Veteran Reserve Corps, Lieut. William Mitchell. 


UNATTACHED. 


21st Pennsylvania Cavalry, Col. William H. Boyd. 


CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 


Cavalry detachment, Lieut. Hancock T. McLean. 
Detachment in the field, Lieut. Col. Louis Wagner. 
Recruits, drafted men, &c., Capt. David P. Hancock. 
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Abstract from return of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, Maj. 
Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, U. S. Army, commanding, for the month of April, 
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aIncluding signal corps. 


Troops in the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, Maj. 
Gen. Berxjamun F. Butler, U. S. Army, commanding, April 30, 


1864, 


FORT MONROE, 


Col. JOSEPH Ro 


BERTS. 


3d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery (nine companies), Col. Joseph Roberts. 


HOSPITAL GUARDS, &C. 


U. S. Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battalion, Capt. James R. Stone. 


NAVAL BRIGADE. 


Brig. Gen. CHARLES K. GRAHAM. 


13th New York Heavy Artillery, Company I, Capt. Robert W. McLaughlin. 
13th New York Heavy Artillery, Company K, Capt. John §. Gordon. 

3d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery, Company A, Lieut. William G. Rohrman, 
8d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery, Company B, Lieut) Louis A, Grill, 
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NORFOLK AND PORTSMOUTH. 


Brig. Gen. GEORGE F, SHEPLEY. 


Norfolk. 


1st U. S. Volunteer Infantry, Lieut. Col. Charles A. R. Dimon. 

20th New York Cavalry, Company M, Capt. Frederick Stewart. 

13th New Hampshire Infantry (detachment), ) q, : SA 

1ith Pennsylvania Cavalry (detachment), Capt. Daniel Messinger. | 
87th U. 8. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. Abial G. Chamberlain. ay 


Portsmouth. 


Brig. Gen. ISRAEL VOGDES. 


2d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, 3d Battalion, Lieut. Col. Augustus B. R. 
Sprague. 

8d. New York Light Artillery, Battery H, Capt. William, J. Riggs. 

8th New York Battery, Capt. Butler Fitch. 
18th New York Heavy Artillery (eight companies), Lieut. Col. James J. Walsh. 
20th New York Cavalry, Col. Nathan B. Lord. 

1st Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Battery A, Capt. John G. Simpson. 
88th U. §. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. Dexter KE. Clapp. 


CAVALRY DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. AuaGust V. Kautz. 


First Brigade. | Second Brigade. 
Col. Simon H. Mrx. Col. SAMUEL P. SPEAR. 
Ist District of Columbia, Maj. J. Stan- | 5th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Maj. Chris- 
nard Baker. topher Kleinz. 
8d New York, Lieut. Col. George W. | 11th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Lieut. Col. | 
Lewis, George Stetzel. | 
Artillery. 


8th New York Battery (section), Lieut. Peter Morton. 


YORKTOWN AND VICINITY. 
Maj. Gen, WILLIAM F. SMITH. 
FIRST DIVISION, EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS. 
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM T. H. Brooks. | 
First Brigade. Second Brigade. q 
Brig. Gen, GILMAN MARSTON. Brig. Gen. HIRAM BURNHAM. | 


8.3t New York, Col. Jacob J. De Forest. 8th Connecticut, Col. John E. Ward. 
96th New York, Col. Edgar M. Cullen. 10th New Hampshire, Capt. Cornelius 


98th New York, Col. Frederick F. Wead. W. Strain. 
189th New York, Col. Samuel H. Roberts. | 18th New Hampshire, Col. Aaron F. 
Stevens. 


118th New York, Col. Oliver Keese, jr. 


Third Brigade. 
Col. Horace T. SANDERS, 


188th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. George K. Bowen, 
19th Wisconsin, Lieut, Col, Rollin M. Strong, 
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Artillery Brigade. 
Maj. THEODORE H. SCHENCK. 


3d New York Light, Batteries K and M, Capt. James R. Angel. 
4th United States, Battery L, Lieut. John 8S. Hunt. 

5th United States, Battery A, Lieut. Charles P. Muhlenberg. 
Wisconsin Light, 4th Battery, Capt. George B. Easterly. 


Unattached. 
16th New York Heavy Artillery, Col. Joseph J. Morrison. 


SECOND DIVISION, EIGHTEENTH ARMY CORPS. 


Brig. Gen. IsAAc J. WISTAR. 
First Brigade. Second Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. CHARLES A. HECKMAN. Col. GRIFFIN A. STEDMAN, Jr. 


23d Massachusetts, Col. Andrew Elwell. 11th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. William 
25th Massachusetts, Maj. Cornelius G. C. Moegling. 
2d New Hampshire, Col. Edward L. 


Atwood. 
27th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Walter Bailey. 
G. Bartholomew. 12th New Hampshire, Maj. John F, 


9th New Jersey, Col. Abram Zabriskie. Langley. 
148th New York, Col..George M. Guion. 


Artillery Brigade. 
Capt. FREDERICK M. FOLLETT. 


New York Light, 7th Battery, Capt. Peter C. Regan. 
1st Rhode Island Light, Battery F, Capt. James Belger. 
4th United States, Battery D, Lieut. James Thompson. 


DIVISION U. S. COLORED TROOPS. 
Brig. Gen. EDWARD W. HINKS. 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. EDWARD A. WILD. Col. SAMUEL A. DUNCAN. 
ist U.S. Colored Troops, Col. John H. | 4th U. S. Coiored Troops, Lieut. Col. 
Holman. George Rogers. 
10th U.S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. | 5th U.S. Colored Treops, Col. James W. 
Edward H. Powell. Conine. , 
22d U.S. Colored Troops, Col. Joseph | 6th U.S. Colored Troops, Col. John W. 
B. Kiddoo. Ames, 
Artillery. 


2d U.S. Colored Light, Battery B, Capt. Francis C. Choate. 


GLOUCESTER POINT (TENTH ARMY CORPS). 
Brig. Gen. ALFRED H. TERRY. 
FIRST DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. ROBERT 8. FOSTER. 
First Brigade. Second Brigade. 


Col. FRANCIS B. POND. Col. Harris M. PLAISTED. 


39th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Orrin L. Mann. | 10th Connecticut, Col. John L. Otis. 

62d Ohio, Maj. Samuel B. Taylor. 11th Maine, Lieut. Col. Winslow P. 

67th Ohio, Col. Alvin C. Voris. Spofford. 

85th Pennsylvania, Maj. Isaac M. Abra- | 24th Massachusetts (detachment), Col. 
ham. Francis A. Osborn. . 

| 100th New York, Col. George B. Dandy. 


¢ 
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Third Brigade. 
Col. JosepH R. HAWLEY. 


‘th Connecticut, Maj. Oliver S. Sanford. 
38d New Hampshire, Lieut. Col. Josiah I. Plimpton. 
th New Hampshire, Col. Joseph C. Abbott. 


Artillery Brigade. 
Capt. ALFRED P. ROCKWELL. . 


Connecticut Light, 1st Battery, Capt. Alfred P. Rockwell. 
New Jersey Light, 5th Battery, Capt. Zenas C. Warren. 


SECOND DIVISION, 


Col. SAMUEL M. ALFORD. 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Col. Guy V. HENRY. Col. WILLIAM B. BARTON. 
, 40th Massachusetts, Capt. Horatio Jen- | 47th New York, Lieut. Col. Christopher — 
kins, jr. ; R. MacDonald. 
3d New York, Lieut. Col. Eldridge | 48th New York, Lieut. Col. Dudley W. 

G. Floyd. J Strickland. 

89th New York, Lieut. Col. Theophilus | 115th New York, Maj. Ezra L. Walrath. 
L. England. , 


117th New York, Maj. Rufus Daggett. 
142d New York,-Lieut. Col. Albert M. 
Barney. 


Artillery Brigade. 
Capt. GEORGE T. WOODBURY. 


New Jersey Light, 4th Battery, Capt. George T. Woodbury. 
1st United States, Battery B, Capt. Samuel 8. Elder. 
1st United States, Battery D, Lieut. John 8S. Gibbs. 


THIRD DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. ADELBERT AMES. 


First Brigade. Second Brigade. 
Col. RICHARD WHITE. Col. Joun D. Rust. 
9th Maine, Col. Sabine Emery. 18th Indiana, Col. Cyrus J. Dobbs. 
. 4th New Hampshire, Col. Louis Bell. 8th Maine, Lieut. Col. Henry Boynton. 
55th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Frank T. | 112th New York, Col. Jeremiah GC. Drake. 
Bennett. 169th New York, Col. John McConihe. 


97th Pennsylvania, Col. Henry R. Guss. 
Artillery Brigade. 
Capt. ALGER M. WHEELER, 


New York Light, 33d Battery, Capt. Alzer M. Wheeler, 
3d United States, Battery E, Lieut. Joseph P, Sanger, 
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UNATTACHED TROOPS. 


4th Massachusetts Cavalry, Ist Battalion, Maj. Atherton H. Stevens, jr. 
ist New York Engineers (eight companies), Col. Edward W. Serrell. 


NEWPORT NEWS, VA. 
16th New York Battery, Lieut. Richard H. Lee. 
EASTVILLE, VA. 
Purnell (Maryland) Legion Cavalry, Company A, Capt. Robert E. Duvall. 
WILLIAMSBURG, VA. 
Col. ROBERT M. WEST. 


> 
ist New York Mounted Rifles, Col. Benjamin F. Onderdonk. 
3d New York Light Artillery, Battery E, Capt. George E. Ashby. 
ist Pennsylvania Light Artillery, Battery E, Capt. Thomas G. Orwig. 
ist U.S. Colored Cavalry, Col. Jeptha Garrard. 
2d U.S. Colored Cavalry, Col. George W. Cole. 


DISTRICT OF SAINT MARY’S. MD. 
Col. ALONZO G. DRAPER. 


5th New Hampshire, Col. Charles E. Hapgood. 
4th Rhode Island, Col. William H. P. Steere. 
386th U.S. Colored Troops, Lieut. Col. Benjamin F. Pratt. 
2d U.S. Cavalry (detachment), ) ,. : 
5th U.S. Cavalry (detachment), { Tieuts John Mix. 
2d Wisconsin Battery, Capt. Charles Beger. 


DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA. 
Brig. Gen. Innis N. PALMER. 
SUB-DISTRICT OF NEW BERNE. 
Col. THomas J. C. AMORY. 
Infantry. 
15th Connecticut, Col. Charles L. Upham. 
17th Massachusetts, Maj. Luther Day. 
99th New York, Lieut. Col. Richard Nixon. 
132d New York, Col. Peter J. Claassen, 
158th New York, Lieut. Col. William H. McNary. 
1st North Carolina, Maj. Charles C. Graves. 
Cavalry. 
12th New York, Col. James W. Savage. 
Artillery. 
New York Light, 23d Battery, Capt. Alfred Ransom. ; 
2d Massachusetts Heavy (two companies), Maj. Samuel C, Oliver. 


3d New York Light, Col. Charles H. Stewart. 
5th Rhode Island Heavy, Col, Henry T. Sisson, 
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SUB-DISTRICT OF THE ALBEMARLE. 
Col. Davip W. WARDROP. 


16th Connecticut (detachment), Capt. John H. Burnham. 
85th New York (detachment), Lieut. Col. Will W. Clarke. 
101st Pennsylvania (detachment), Lieut. David M. Ramsey. 
108d Pennsylvania (detachment), Capt. Thomas A. Cochran. 
24th New York Battery, Lieut. George 8S. Hastings. 


SUB-DISTRICT OF BEAUFORT. 
Col, JAMES JOURDAN. 
Beaufort. 
2d North Carolina, Col. Walter S. Poor. 
Croatan Station. 
5th Rhode Island Heavy Artillery, Company A, Capt. John Aigan, 
Fort Macon. 
Lieut. Col. HENRY M. STONE. 


9d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Company A, Lieut. Alfred H. Pulsifer. 
2d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Company D, Lieut. Samuel R. Bingham. 


Morehead City. 


158th New York (detachment), Capt. George W. McConn. 
1st North Carolina, Company B, Capt. Charles A. Lyons. 
1st North Carolina, Company D, Capt. William H. King. 
2d Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, Company C, Capt. Charles B. Newton. 
38d New York Light Artillery, Battery D (section), Lieut. David D. Hillis. 
ist U.S. Artillery, Battery C (detachment), Lieut. Egbert W. Olcott. 


Newport Barracks, 
Col. EDWARD H. RIPLEY. 


gun omone Col. Edward H. Ripley. 
assachusetts Heavy Artillery, Company B, Capt. Nehemiah P. Full 
12th New York Cavalry, Company E, Capt. Raymond Ferguson. ba 
23d New York Cavalry, Companies A and B, Capt. Emory Cummings. 
ist U.S. Artillery, Battery C (detachment), Lieut. Redmond Tully. 


SUB-DISTRICT OF THE PAMLICO. 
Brig. Gen. EDWARD HARLAND. 


ist North Carolina (two companies), Capt. Richard J. Allen. 
5th Rhode Island Heavy Artillery (two companies), Capt. James Moran, 


: 
: 
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tENERAL ORDERS, t Hogrs. ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
No. 1. January 1, 1864. 


A furlough of thirty days will be granted to every enlisted man 
vho shall secure to any company of the Army of Northern Virginia 
nn able-bodied recruit, physically qualified to perform the duties of 
, soldier, of good yen character, who is not a deserter or absent 
vithout leave from any other command, who could be received 
inder ordinary circumstances under the regulations of the War 
Jepartment governing enlistments, who shall enlist unconditionally 
or the war, and actually be present and ready to report for duty 
vith his command. 

By command of General R. E. Lee: ' 
W. H. TAYLOR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Lost RIvErR, January 1, 1863 [1864]. 
Major-General KARLY, Commanding, &c. : 

GENERAL: Arrived here last night. Found mountain covered with 
now some 2 inches deep. The ascent and descent were very steep, 
nd road very slippery and bad. Have heard nothing from my 
rtillery. Ordered it to get as far up mountain as possible last 
ight and encamp and try and cross to-day. I hardly think they 
rill succeed. Can hear nothing of wagons, either. They will be 
bliged to come through Brock’s Gap, I expect, and it is a question 
rhen they will catch me. The road I traversed is almost impracti- 
able for vehicles, so steep and slippery. Iam afraid General Lee has 
ad erroneous information about the supplies of this country. My 
avestigations so far show only some cattle on Patterson’s Creek. 
[y force is only now about 1,150 or 1,200 men; the force at Peters- . 
urg is between 800 and 900 infantry and four pieces of artillery. 

will have to wait so long for my artillery it will be doubtful 
rhether I can do anything toward capturing or defeating them. ~ 
n the mean time information will be given, teams will be doubled, 
nd I will have to leave. If you could spare more force and send it 
>me something might be achieved. The severe weather and recent 
ard trip is telling on my men and horses, and their number is 
iminishing daily. 

, Very respectfully, 
FITZ. LEE, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


P. S.—The great expedition to supply the army I am very much 
fraid will be a failure. First, because there is nothing in the coun- ° 
-y, and secondly, not enough people to capture them from enemy. 

Respectfully, crate 


> 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS IMBODEN’S BRIGADE, 
January 1, 1863 [1864]. 
faj. Gen. J. A. EaRLy, Commanding, &c.: 
GENERAL: The wagons sent by Major Bell have not yet arrived. 
expect them to-night, From present information of the force at 
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Charlestown, and the delay that has necessarily elapsed, I_do not — 
think it safe to attempt to bring out supplies from Clarke County. — 


If I had been able to proceed immediately on my arrival here it could 


have been done, but having loaded ten of the wagons with me with — 


leather, I only had a few left, and had to wait for Major Bell's. 
There are few supplies to be had, except in Clarke. Prisoners report 
the arrival of one regiment of Averell’s command (Second Virginia) 
at Martinsburg by the cars. They agree in their reports, and one 


whom I had an opportunity of cross-questioning undoubtedly be-— 
longed to that regiment. They report that the whole of Averell’s — 


force is being sent to Martinsburg. If this is true I cannot safely 
attempt to cut the railroad. If not, and there is no movement from 
Charlestown, I will attempt it. If General Thomas’ brigade could, 
be safely advanced to Winchester the wagons could be all loaded with 
supplies in Clarke, principally flour, though a little cloth and some 
leather and meat could be obtained. Without this I consider the 
risk to trains, which would have to be loaded piecemeal at many 
different places, too great. . 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. SMITH, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


P. $.—I will send the earliest information I get from Martinsburg. 
{Indorsement. } 


STRASBURG, Janwary 2, 1864. 
Major-General EARLY, 
Commanding, &e. : 

GENERAL: [shallmove my command this morning to Middletown, 
Shall I remain there after the wagons pass? A great many of my 
men are without shoes, so I hope we will have as little marching as 
possible. 

Very respectfully, 
EDWARD L. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General. 


Mount JACKSON, Janwary 1, 1864. 


General Thomas will move the bridge constructed and pass his bri-_ 


gade over to Middletown, keeping a good lookout and protecting 

the wagons. If there is a prospect of reloading them let them be 

unloaded at Woodstock and sent back to Colonel Smith. There is 

some baggage here for your brigade (one load), which you can send 

‘one of your wagons for. J am just starting for Hardy. 

J. A. HARLY, 
Major-General. 


JANUARY 1, 1864. 
[Col. GrorGEe H. Smitu:] Pai 
CoLONEL: Let me know in reference to having the wagons 
unloaded at Woodstock, as proposed by General Early. ‘ 
EDWARD L. THOMAS, 


Lrigadier-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, January 2, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON Davis, 
President of the Confederate States : 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The time is at hand when, if an attempt can be 
made to capture the enemy’s forces at New Berne, it should be done. 
I can now spare troops for the purpose, which will not be the case 
as spring approaches. If I have been correctly informed, a brigade 
from this army, with Barton’s brigade (Pickett’s division), now near 
Kinston, will be sufficient, if the attack can be secretly and suddenly 
made. New Berne is defended on the land side by a line of intrench- 
ments from the Neuse to the Trent. A redoubt near the Trent pro- 
tects that flank, while three or four gun-boats are relied upon to 
defend the flank on the Neuse. The garrison has been so long 
unmolested, and experiences such a feeling of security, that it is 
represented as careless. The gun-boats are small and indifferent, 
and do not keep up a head of steam. A bold party could descend 
the Neuse in boats at night, capture the gun-boats, and drive the 
enemy by their aid from the works on that side of the river, while 
a force should attack them in front. A large amount of provisions 
and other supples are said to be at New Berne, which are much 
wanted for this army, besides much that is reported in the country 
that will thus be made accessible to us. The gun-boats, aided by 
the iron-clads building on the Neuse and Roanoke, would clear the 
waters of the enemy and capture their transports, which could be 
used for transportation. I have not heard what progress is making 
in the completion of the iron-clads, or when they will be ready for 
service. A bold naval officer will be required for the boat expedi- 
tion, with suitable men and officers to man the boats and serve the 
gun-boats when captured. Can they be had ? 

I have sent General Early, with two brigades of infantry and two of 
cavalry, under Fitz. Lee, to Hardy and Hampshire Counties to en- 
deavor to get out some cattle that are reported within the enemy’s lines, 
but the weather has been so unfavorable that I fear he will not meet 
with much success. The heavy rain-storm will swell all the streams 
beyond fording, and the cold weather and snow in the mountains 
will present other obstacles. Many of the infantry are without 
shoes, and the cavalry worn down by their pursuit of Averell. We 
are now issuing to the troops a fourth of a pound of salt meat, and 
have only three days’ supply at that rate. Two droves of cattle 
from the West that were reported to be for this army have, I am 
told, been directed to Richmond. I can learn of no supply of meat 
on the road to the army, and fear I shall be unable to obtain it in 
the field. 

Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. K. LEE, 
General. 


MiIppLEtTown, VA., January 3, 1864. 

Major-General EARLY, 
Commanding, &e. : 
GENERAL: It is reported that the enemy, in considerable force, 
have made their appearance at Front Royal. I sent one of my regi- 
ments early this morning to Strasburg to guard the road leading out 
to Front Royal, should they attempt to cross the river, I think it 


| 
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prudent to move my whole command back to Fisher’s Hill, the other nt 
side of Strasburg. I am expecting to hear from the river again this | 


morning. Colonel Smith states that he has given up all hope of 


being able to cut the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, but will try to 


get out some supplies from Clarke County. I have sent you one or 
two couriers, but have heard nothing from them. I expect to hear 
from Colonel Smith this morning. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. EDWARD L. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General. 


MIDDLETOWN, January 3, 1864. 
Major-General EARLy, 
Commanding, ke. : 
GENERAL: Scouts just in from Front Royal state that the esti- 


mated force of the enemy at that place last night was between 10,000 | 


and 12,000, with six pieces of artillery. They remained there until 
about 12 o’clock this morning, when they moved off down the Wap- 
ping road and turned in toward Berry’s Ferry. I have some scouts 
still on the other side of the river watching their movements. 
Colonel Smith has just moved his command to this point; will 
picket the roads leading to this place, scouting up toward Win- 
chester. My command is now at Strasburg. Colonel Smith thinks 
it useless to make any further efforts to get out supplies, &c., in this 
section. The enemy were reported moving from Martinsburg to 
Winchester in heavy force this morning. A small party were in 
Winchester. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWARD L. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General. 


MIDDLETOWN, January 3, 1864. 
Colonel Suitu, Commanding, &e.: 

CoLoNnEL: I have been unable to learn anything this morning as 
to the strength of the enemy at Front Royal. From what I can 
learn I think there is no doubt about a force being there. I consider 
it best to move my command back to Strasburg, so as to hold the 
roads leading into that place. You had better cover the roads com- 
ing to Middletown. I will have Captain Norwood, assistant adju- 
tant-general, to confer with you in reference to this matter. I have 
sent a note to General Karly this morning; I expect to hear from 
him soon. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
EDWARD L. THOMAS, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS IMBODEN’S BRIGADE, 


‘ January 3, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. A. EARLY, 
Commanding, &e.: 


GENERAL: Three of General Rosser’s men from Newtown. report 
that the enemy have gone back. One of them was near Winchester, 
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on the Pughtown road, this morning, and reports that there were 
_ 800 or 600 cavalry in Winchester (the force that was at Newtown). 
He heard a report, or rather rumor, that there were 3,000 infantry 
at Bunker Hill. I directed the men to report to you. One of my 
scouts from Front Royal reports that the enemy (2,000 strong) left 
there yesterday morning on the Wapping road, by which I understand 
he could either recross the mountains or move to any part lower on 
the river. Captain Hill, who was sent yesterday with his company 
toward Front Royal from Newtown, returned this morning, and con- 
firms the report that the Yankees left yesterday morning by the 
Wapping road. He says that they had four separate camps, prob- 
ably (judging by fires) of brigades. I am encamped at Stickley’s 
farm, about a mile this side of Cedar Run, and about three-quarters 
pt a mile off the road, having succeeded in finding hay and fodder 
ere, 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. SMITH, 
Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 4, 1864. 
General SAMUEL COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, C. S. Army: 


GENERAL: I have received a report from Colonel Willis, com- 
manding Georgia regiment, of his operations up to the 31st ultimo. 
Colonel Willis was sent by me through the counties of Rappahan- 
nock, Page, Madison, and Greene to arrest deserters and stragglers 
from this army, some of whom have been secreted there a year or 
more. He has executed his work thoroughly and has arrested about 
200. Heisnowin Rockingham, moving southward. Hestates, from 
his observation— 

The enrolling and conscript officers are generally disposed to lack energy and 
neglect their duty, and alsothat the system of details at furnaces, &c., authorized 
by the Government, is greatly abused, and many exempts, as tanners, blacksmiths, 
shoemakers, &c., violate openly the condition of the law upon which their exemp- 
tion is based. Moreover, it is useless for me to arrest citizens for knowingly and 
voluntarily harboring deserters. I made several such arrests, when the proof was 
indubitable, and the provost-marshal was compelled to release them. Under these 
circumstances I have ceased to arrest them. 


Ihave no doubt if I could send parties to sweep through every 
county of the State similar results and evidences of inefficiency and 
_abuse would be obtained. You may recollect that last fall I sent an 
- officer with a regiment to certain counties in North Carolina, where 
‘T still have a party operating. These detachments weaken the army, 

and I have only resorted to them when in despair of otherwise miti- 
gating the evil. 

My object in sending you the within extract from Colonel Willis 
is to see if more energy and efficiency cannot be infused into the 
operations of the enrolling officers. They ought also to see that the 
exempts do not abuse the conditions upon which their exemption 
is based. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

R. HE. LEE, 
General. 
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RicumMonp, VA., January 4, 1864. 
General R. E. LEsr, Cars 2 
Commanding Army of Northern Virginia: 


GENERAL: Your letter of 2d received. The Commissary-General ee 
of Subsistence has ordered some 90,000 pounds of salt meat from Wil- 


mington for your army. He has no knowledge of the droves of cat- 


tle referred to. The emergency justifies impressment from stock on_ 
hand for year’s consumption by private parties and corporations of — 
so much as is required for immediate use of army. This should be 


done so as to be most equal and least odious. The progress on the 


boats of the Neuse and Roanoke is slow and too uncertain to fix a 


date for completion. Your suggestion is approved, but who can and 


will execute it ? You could give it form, which would insure success, — 


but without your personal attention I fear such failures as have else- 


where been suffered. It would be well to send the brigade, and if- 


circumstances permit, you had better go down; otherwise, I will go 
myself, though it could only be for a very few days, Congress being 
in session. . 
Very respectfully and truly, yours, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS. 


WILMINGTON, January 4, 1864. 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 

Can you send me another brigade? I need troops very much. 
The enemy are sounding Shallotte and Lockwood’s Folly. A brigade 
in that vicinity and two light batteries are absolutely necessary. 

W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 


{Indorsement. } 


SECRETARY OF WAR: 


Would it not be well to execute the order to send Clingman’s bri- | 


gade to Goldsborough? It wouldthen be in position to act promptly 
either for the defense of the railroad or Wilmington. 
J. D: 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 

January 5, 1864, 

Col. L. B. NorTHRopP, ; 
OCommissary-General, Richmond, Va. : 


~ 


CoLonEL: Your letter of the 7th ultimo reached here during my — 


absence in Richmond, and I have not been able to reply to it since 
my return until now. 


[ regret very much to learn that the supply of beef for the Army — 


is so nearly exhausted. I have endeavored since first taking com- 
mand to collect for its use all the provisions I could, and am still 
making every effort in my power to gather subsistence in front of 
our line of operations. No beef has been issued to the Cavalry Corps 
by the chief commissary, that Iam aware of, for eighteen months. 
During that time it has supplied itself, and has now, I understand, 
sufficient to last it until the middle of February. 


( 
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The commissaries of the other corps, under orders of the chief 


/ commissary of the army, have purchased all the cattle and provisions 


within their reach. This is the only relief I can afford to the sub- 


sistence department in supplying the army. I cannot adopt your 


. 
i 


suggestions to employ the organization of your bureau to impress 
provisions. Neither the law or regulations of the War Department, 


in my opinion, give me that power. Iam authorized by the orders 


General SAMUEL JONES, 


of the Department to impress provisions and forage when occasion 


required, and I have exercised that power under certain emergencies, 


through the proper officers of this army, but withdrew it when the 
necessity passed. You wish me to do it continuously, to accumulate 
supplies for the troops, and to give orders to that effect to the officers > 
and agents of your bureau, over whom I cannot legitimately exer- 
cise any control. As I understand the law and regulations on the 
subject, you can be empowered to do this by the Secretary of War, 
and I should consider that I was going beyond my province were I 
to assume that authority. 

I have been mortified to find that when any scarcity existed this 
was the only army in which it is found necessary to reduce the 
rations. My information not being official, and derived from officers 
of other armies, I may be mistaken, but I have never heard of any 
reduction in the meat ration issued to the troops in and about Rich- 
mond, Petersburg, Wilmington, Charleston, Savannah, Mobile, or 
in the Southwest. Many of these troops are in a measure stationary, 
less exposed to the inclemency of the weather, and undergoing less 
hardship and danger than the troops of this army. Many of them 
could with propriety, I think, be placed on hghter diet than troops 
in the field, and it may have been the case without coming to my 
knowledge. I understand that at the present time the army of Gen- 
eral Johnston is receiving full rations of meat, bread, rice, molasses, 
and some whisky, while in this army only a quarter of a pound of 
salt and three-quarters of a pound of fresh meat are being issued. 
We have also had in addition half rations of sugar and coffee, one 
day’s issue of fruit, and some lard. These latter articles have been 
of great advantage. Iam always glad to hear of troops receiving 
abundance of provisions at any point, but think all ought to fare 
alike, if possible. It stops complaint and produces more content- 
ment. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

R. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS, Orange, January 5, 1864. 


Commanding Department of Western Virginia: 

GENERAL: It is with difficulty that I can procure meat for this 
army, even by issuing half rations. Mr. William Eggleston, Eggle- 
ston’s Springs, Giles County, is the commissary agent for District 
No. 4, and has been sending some cattle to us, from whom a lot is 
now due. I have thought you might facilitate his operations and 
assist him in getting out cattle. If you can I think you would do 
so and procure all tue provisions for this army you can. 

I have sent two brigades of infantry and two of cavalry into Hardy 
and Hampshire, with a view of obtaining some cattle that are said 
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to be there and within the enemy’s lines ; but the weather has been _ 
so unfavorable for their operations that I fear the expedition will — 
not meet with much success. In addition, the enemy will hear of — 
the movement. 
Are there any cattle in the western counties that could be pro- — 
cured? Please inform me when the railroad will be repaired or when 
I could expect communications with Longstreet will be opened, and _ 
_ whether any provisions can be obtained in that quarter more than he 
is likely to require. 
lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEH, 
General. 


ae | 


WILMINGTON, January 5, 1864. a 
Colonel GoRGAS : 
My 30-pounder Parrott burst yesterday fighting the enemy at 
Lockwood’s Folly, killing 1 man and wounding officer in charge. 
It was at third fire. This is all the Parrott gun I have. Hurry the | 
others. All the guns I have seen lately are defective; should be | 
tested and examined. Send this to General Cooper. 
W...HS Cr WHITING? 


{First indorsement. | | 


Colonel GORGAS : 


Can you not at once supply the wants of General Whiting as 
within ? If you can, please do so. 
S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


{Second indorsement. ] 


JANUARY 6, 1864. 
General COOPER: 


There are arms on the way to him, and I have asked Colonel Ste- 
vens for the gun known as ‘‘ Long Tom,” now on the defenses here. 


J. GORGAS. 


ORANGE Court-Housk, January 6, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON Davis: 


One hundred and twenty-five cattle, 25 wagon loads hides, 125 


ae 200 prisoners captured in Hardy will reach Harrisonburg 
o-day. 


R. E. LEE, 


General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 


January 6, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. A. EARLY, 
Mount Jackson, Va.: 


GENERAL: I have just received your letter of the 3d instant. I 
very much regret the difficulties that beset your undertaking, and 
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particularly that you are deprived of General Imboden’s counsel. 
[hope you will get all the information you require from his officers 
or the men in the country. 

You will find, | think, Captain McNeill bold and intelligent, and 
others in the cavalry. Take all possible care of the men and horses. 
The report I sent by telegraph of General Gregeg’s movement is con- 
firmed. It is stated he left Warrenton Friday, the 1st instant, and 
crossed over to Front Royal. He is said to have with him two 
brigades of cavalry and five pieces of artillery. I have not heard of 
him since. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. EH. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS IMBODEN’S BRIGADE, 


January 6, 1863 [1864]. 
Maj. Gen. J. A. EaRLy, 
Commanding, &c.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I sent Captain Muse, 
Eighteenth Virginia Cavalry, with 50 men with orders to scout to 
and beyond Winchester. Captain Muse has returned, but, I am 
sorry to say, brings nosatisfactory information. He reports that 300 
of the enemy entered Winchester this morning, 150 of whom went 
out on the Northwestern pike and were heard from 3 miles out. The | 
rest left town as he entered it, on the Martinsburg road, and halted 
about a mile out of town. Small pickets still remaining on the 
Berryville and Millwood roads. Captain Muse based his information 
of the numbers of the enemy upon the statements of citizens well 
known to him as reliable men. If you have no use for Captain 
Blackford I would be obliged if you would direct him to report to 
me. I send you your mail, which has been forwarded to me by mis- 
take. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. H. SMITH, 
Colonel, Commanding Brigade. 


Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
Petersburg, Va., January 6, 1864. 


General S. CooPER, 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen., C. S. Army, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose a report just received from 
Brigadier-General Barton. He takes, I conceive, a very square view 
of the whole circumstance. General Whiting has been, and is still, 
very anxious for the safety of Wilmington. The weather and bad 
roads will prevent, for some time to come, any offensive movement 
on the part of the enemy in Northern Virginia. The probability, 
then, is that unless they intend to be perfectly inactive during the 
winter months some movements will Le made against us either 
in this department or farther south. We should be prepared, and 
with the present scattered force (necessarily so from the extent 
of country to guard) under my command I doubt whether such an 
attack as will be made, should any be attempted, can be properly 
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met. I therefore request an additional number of troops be sent to 
this department at once. My purpose is to establish them at Golds- 
borough. From that point they can easily be transported by rail to 
Kinston or to Wilmington, or would form a nucleus, should the 
enemy by numbers have pushed us, around which to gather troops 
from Weldon, Petersburg, and such other points as could best spare 
them. These troops thus posted at Goldsborough, being on the rail- 
road, could, in case the main and real attack be made upon Charleston. 
or Savannah, be pushed on rapidly to either of these places. Hvery- 
thing goes to induce the belief that the enemy mean something, and 
that at an early day. Kinston must be held if possible, as it is the 
key to that whole country. No movement can be made upon Wil- 
mington from New Berne without first clearing us out of Kinston. 
At the latter place isa gun-boat partially completed ; this would have 
to be sacrificed. There is an abundance of railroad iron, which will 
answer for the armor of this boat, at and near Kinston. I beg it 
be completed at once, as it would, when properly armed, prove a most 
valuable addition to our defenses on the Neuse. 

Hoping, general, these suggestions may meet with the approval of 
the Department, 
remain, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

G. He PICK HA 
Major-General, Commanding. 


\ 


[Indorsement. | 


JANUARY 8, 1864. 
Order Clingman’s brigade to or within reach of General Whiting 
at Wilmington, and Kemper’s brigade to Petersburg, and order Gen- 
eral Pickett and General Whiting to co-operate, 
J, ALS 
Secretary. . 


[Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS, Kinston, January 5, 1864. 
Maj. C. Pickert, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Petersburg : 

Magor: I have received reports from scout below. Letter dated 
yesterday says that he has reliable information that General Butler 
has instructed General Peck to organize his whole available force 
and push forward to Goldsborough by way of Kinston; to hold 
Goldsborough at all hazards; that additional force will be sent him. 
He had intelligence from Morehead City on the 2d instant. No re- 
enforcements had arrived at either place, though a force was expected 
at the latter. Another letter from New Berne, dated 2d instant, 
gives similar information, with the addition that re-enforcements 
were being received at New Berne. It is highly improbable that 
Butler’s instructions to Peck should be known to the public or to 
any one likely to impart them to my scout; but should there be 
evidence that Wilmington is to be attacked, the course laid down for 
Peck is the one he would necessarily follow. Any attacking column 
of sufficient size to imperil Wilmington must take a route which 
would necessitate the possession by the enemy of this point and the 
destruction or disabling of the railroad. Without knowing whether 
such an attack is contemplated, I think proper to advise you of this 
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rumor, the value of which you are more able to appreciate. You 
are aware of the aversion I felt to dividing my small brigade by 
the detachment of a regiment to Greenville; events have shown 
that a force there was necessary, and is so yet. I should seri- 
ously feel the absence of this regiment should any occasion for the 
troops here arise, and would be glad of any arrangements which 
could return it to the brigade. y 

General Ransom has heretofore garrisoned that place. If he could 
spare a regiment for that purpose I think much would be gained 
thereby. A force would be necessary there should a movement be 
made against this point, for I suppose there would be a correspond- 
ing movement from Plymouth and Washington to divert and pre- 
vent re-enforcement, even were there not a serious one in flank made. 
I will endeavor to post you promptly of any indications of a speedy 
movement. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
5. M. BARTON, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, Wilmington, January 6, 1864. 


General 8. Cooper, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond : 

GENERAL: I telegraphed yesterday my great need of another bri- 
gade of infantry, and at least two batteries of artillery. I have no 
troops at all to operate on the south side of theriver. The positions 
of Lockwood’s Folly and Shallotte should be constantly watched and 
occupied. I do not exaggerate the importance of this. A surprise, 
even a landing at either of these points, must result in great disaster. 
Martin’s brigade is not enough to guard the approaches to the east- 
ward, equally exposed. I inclose a copy of a letter tothe Secretary 
of War of September 21 [August 31], 1863, on this same matter. I 
beg you will read it and consider my request. The attention of the 
enemy has been directed to the Shallotteand Lockwood’s Folly ; they 
are sounding out the approaches. Any landing at either point ser1- 
ously threatens Smithville, on which depends the security of the 
whole system of defense for the harbor. J have no troops to protect 
it. Manifestly the garrisons of the forts cannot leave their positions 
to oppose an advance, even if they were adequate in numbers, which 
is not the case. Nearly all the armies appear to be in winter quar- 
ters. Is it not practicable to let me have troops which, otherwise in- 
active, might winter here and do great service by the security they 
would give to this place,on which depends our supplies and our 
credit? My force is altogether too small; the exposed points are 
numerous and vital; my means of transportation are very limited, 
and I warn the Department of the danger of leaving so much to 
chance and to the inactivity of the enemy. My need is very great, 
especially of infantry andlight'artillery. Itshould also be recollected 
that while I have very greatly added to the works here and 
strengthened them, nearly doubling the number of guns, not a man 
has been added to the garrisons. 

Please not to postpone the consideration of this subject. 

Very respectfully, 
. . WH? CG) WHITING 
Major-General. 
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} {First indorsement. | 
JANUARY 7, 1864. 


Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. Important and 
immediate. es 
The two light batteries have been ordered to General Whiting 


from Petersburg. 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
[Second indorsement. | 


JANUARY 17, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL : 

Forward these papers or copies to General Lee. Unless he can 
spare, during the pause in active operations caused by the winter, 
the additional force required, I really do not see whence it can be 
commanded. The forces at Petersburg and along the line hardly 
suffice now to guard, and could illy spare any abstraction. I feel 
seriously apprehensive lest an attack during the winter be made 
on Wilmington, and its importance to us can hardly be overesti- 


mated. 
J» A. Si, 
Secretary. 
[Third indorsement.] 
JANUARY 8, 1864. 


Respectfully referred to General Lee, in accordance with the above. 
I have to-day telegraphed General Pickett to send Clingman’s 


North Carolina brigade, at Petersburg, to General Whiting, with two . 


batteries of Branch’s Light Artillery, and have sent directions to 
General Elzey to order Kemper’s brigade from Hanover Junction to 
replace Clingman at Petersburg. This is all we can do at present 
with respect to the force around Richmond. 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


[Fourth indorsement, ] 


HEADQUARTERS, January 12, 1864. 


Respectfully returned to the honorable Secretary of War. 

Iam unable to judge at this distance of the danger threatening 
Wilmington. I cannot see that the enemy is collecting any force 
against it, and when he does he must withdraw it from some other 
point, whence our forces must also move to meet it. This is the only 
way that I know of resisting an attack upon it. If the defenses of 
Wilmington require “‘the constant presence of an army,” I do not 
see where it is to come from. I see no danger in using the garrison 
of the forts to resist a landing or approach at other points to gain 
time for concentration of troops. I think Martin’s brigade and two 
light batteries sufficient to watch the threatened point. The custom 
of the enemy when he wishes to attack one point is to threaten a 
distant one; the troops are rushed to the threatened point and 
the real point is exposed. I could at this time send some troops 
from here, but when should I get them back? Then it would be 
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seen that it was impossible to withdraw them. Three divisions of 
this army, and they of the best, are now scattered over the country, 
jand I see no prospect of recovering them. The troops want some 
rest, some time for reorganization and recruiting their ranks. The 
enemy is making great efforts to reorganize their army in my im- 
‘mediate front. Large bounties are given to those who re-enlist. 
Many are re-enlisting by means of their people at home, so as to pre- 
vent the draft. Conscripts to their ranks are also daily arriving. 
According to our scouts on the Potomac, over 2,000 have come up to 
Alexandria since the beginning of this year. I see nothing doing 
on our part, and I fear the spring will open upon us and find us 
without an army, 
R. E. LEE, 


General. 


[Fifth indorsement. ] 


JANUARY 15, 1864. 


Respectfully submitted to Secretary of War, whose attention is 
specially invited to the within remarks of General Lee. 
8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


[{Inclosure. | 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
August 31, 1863. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond: . 

Sir: Suppose the map of North Carolina before you and allow me 
to illustrate briefly only a single phase in the condition of Wilming- 
ton and its probable attack or defense. Suppose me without an 
army, or at most with but a single brigade, a force much larger than 
IT really have at my command. The enemy, after due preparation, 
of which we may or may not have received notice, lands a strong 
force at Shallotte, 18 miles from Fort Caswell and 36 miles from 
Wilmington, a point much more suitable for his operations and more 
convenient than Light-House Inlet at Charleston. Once landed, as 
I have not the force at hand to fight at once, three courses are 
open to him, either of which will be demonstrably fatal. He can 
advance on Fort Caswell, as he is doing on Sumter, slowly but 
securely, strengthening always his position and the tenacity of his 
grip on the land, or, which a bolder foe would do at once, march 
upon Smithville, take its batteries in reverse, cut off Fort Caswell 
‘and shortly destroy it, or march directly upon the city and in its 
front, secure from attack by the obstacles of Brunswick River and 
the Cape Fear, plant his long-range guns, and at the easy distance 
of 2 miles destroy the city, close up the river, and turn all the formi- 
dable batteries against naval attack, on which so much labor has 
been expended. 

All this is not only possible but highly probable. There are, be- 
sides, other lines of attack, equally feasible. I use the description of 
this in particular only to illustrate what I wish to impress, that the 
whole system of the plan of the defense adopted here (the only plan, 
indeed, which can be successful) depends on the presence, I might 
almost say the constant presence, of an army. On that, and that 
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alone, depends the safety of the flank; and not only that, but on 


the rapidity and success of the attack of that army rest the safety of 


Caswell and Fisher, of this the last harbor left to us, and the city, an . 


important point, however considered. 
To have this army assemble, but assemble too late, would, it seems 


to me, only increase the disaster. I hope that nothing here will be. P. 


left to chance. The assembling a force, and such a force as would 


undoubtedly be required, will take, in the present condition of our — ;, 


transportation and resources, a long time—time that we cannot 
afford to lose. While the railroads are constantly deteriorating they 
are liable to be cut off daily. I have intimated that a large force is 
required here. 

' Let me illustrate by again referring to the map, and suppose the 
enemy attempting the southerly line of attack, with but a small force 
at my command. I throw my troops to the west of the Cape Fear 
River, and the fate of Fort Fisher and the harbor is sealed. I 
know no place now in the Confederacy where the presence of a 
- large body of veteran troops is more necessary or more important 
than this. It is necessary now to prevent possible and by no means 
improbable disaster, and to be ready. In the event of attack their 
presence will be indispensable. I beg that you will not consider me 
importunate in this matter. It oppresses me. It is not at all for me 
to make a comparison with the importance of this as compared with 
any other part or movement of the war ; it is only for me to call at- 
tention to the case, and to point out the necessities and indicate the 
means of defense. I hope you will please to lay the subject before 
the President for his consideration. 

When Vicksburg was threatened, if I am correctly informed, 
20,000 troops were not thought insufficient. At that time Vicksburg 
was a point first in importance. It has fallen. I think now this 
place is quite as important as Vicksburg was then. When it is at- 
tacked, in the changed circumstances which now may be observed, 
the fewer objects of attack for the enemy, the greater power of con- 
centrating his forces on a single point and the increased need on our 
part to hold this with certainty. I must say that less than 20,000 
men will hardly succeed. 

Very respectfully, 
WW... C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 


RICHMOND, VA., January 8, 1864, 


Maj. Gen. G. E. Pickrt, 
' Petersburg, Va.: 


Your letter of 6th instant received. Order Clingman’s brigade to 
be within reach of General Whiting, and to be subject to his orders 
when needed. It willbe replaced at Petersburg by Kemper’s brigade 
from Hanover Junction. You and General Whiting must co-operate 
and keep up intercommunication for that purpose. You will com- 
municate this dispatch to General Whiting. 


| S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, 


a. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NoRTH CAROLINA, 
Petersburg, Va., January 8, 1864. 
General S. CoopEr, 

Go SMAriny: 

GENERAL: Your telegram in answer to my communication of 6th 
is at hand. One of General Clingman’s regiments is on the Black- 
water; the other three are in camp near this place, and General 
_Clingman is quite anxious not to go back. I would advise, and I 
think you ill agree with me, that it were better not to send any 
North Carolina troops into North Carolina at present, if possible. 
The complexion of affairs there now is very threatening, and the 
presence of other men whom we could depend on might be of in- 
finite service in case of internal trouble. For these reasons I shall 

refer sending Kemper’s brigade directly through to Goldsborough. 

will have the necessary transportation ready to-morrow night for 
a brigade. If you coincide with me about Kemper, Captain Sym- 
ington will telegraph me immediately, and I can retain the train till 
next day. If not, he will still inform me of your determination, 
and I will take proper steps. 
I am, eA very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ge He PICKETT, 
Major-General. 


9 Pe M. 


P. §.—By telegram just received from General Hlzey, I learn that 
Kemper’s brigade will be here in the morning. As transportation 
could not be furnished before to-morrow evening I will await your 
answer by telegram through Captain Symington as to whether I 
shall send Kemper directly on. re 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 8, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: I take the liberty of inclosing for your consideration a letter* 
received from Major Richards, of the quartermaster’s department, 
inclosing one* to him from Mr. Whitcomb, superintendent of the 
Virginia Central Railroad. Major Richards is the officer stationed 
at Gordonsville, charged with the transportation of supplies over the 
Central and Orange and Alexandria Railroads to this army. 

When last in Richmond I had a conversation with Mr. Whitcomb 
on the subject of transportation over his road, and was led to believe 
that this year it would be attended with no difficulty. He then ex- 
pected to hire 500 hands on the Ist of January, which would give 
him ample labor for all his purposes. It seems he has been dis- 
appointed and anticipates greater trouble in his operations than 
ever. The road is now barely able to furnish limited transportation. 
If this is diminished it will be impossible for me to keep the army 
in its present position, when the railroad as well as country will be 
exposed to ravages of the enemy. The company is able to pay the 


* Not found, 
68 R R—VOL XXXII 


! 
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necessary labor, and it is its duty as well as interest to do so. I. 
have thought the subject of sufficient importance to bring it to your 
attention. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
. Rk. E. LEE, 
General. 


ORANGE CouRT-HOUSE, January 8, 1864. 
_ General J. A. EARLY: 

Dispatch of to-day received. I wish you to secure all provisions 
and stores for army you can. After that is done troops can return 
to former camps by easy marches, or be made comfortable where they 
are during this cold weather. Valley companies can go home for 
ten days and recruit; not to go in lower valley. I would suggest as 
the best route by Mount Crawford, through Brown’s Gap. Rosser’s 
brigade will encamp near Port Republic. 

R. E. LEE, 


General. 


JANUARY 8, 1864. 


Mr. Frank Manzy, from Baltimore yesterday, reports 3,000 men 
from Meade’s army sent to re-enforce Kelley at New Creek ; 5,000 
or 6,000 men from same army sent home on furlough to Massachu- 
setts to reorganize, and Meade cannot move. Butler at Washing- 
ton, and is organizing a large cavalry force to move from Yorktown 
on Richmond by the way of the Peninsula. <A large quantity of 
commissary stores and forage already landed there, and probably 
three brigades of negroes at Canton, Md., under Birney, will re- 
enforce this expedition ; 200 operatives from Meade’s army sent to 
Nashville to repair railroad from Bridgeport to Chattanooga, and 
200 more soon to be sent; 1,400 men sent from Baltimore to San- 
dusky, Ohio, to prevent rescue or escape of Confederate prisoners, * 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, January 9, 1864. 
General R. E. Ler, 


Comdg. Army of Northern Va., Orange Court-House : 
GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Longstreet has asked to be re- 
lieved from his present command and corps. Would you advise 
his exchange with Lieutenant-General Ewell ? Please answer for 
information of the President. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ss. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


RICHMOND, V A., January 9, 1864. 
Major-General PICKETT, Petersburg, Va. : 


Send Kemper’s brigade to re-enforce General Whiting, instead of 
Clingman’s, which was directed yesterday. 
S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


* Without address or signature, 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 10, 1864. 
General S. CoopEr, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond : 

GENERAL : I have received your letter of the 9th instant in refer- 
ence to request of General Longstreet to be relieved from his present 
command and of his corps. Ido not know the reasons that have 
induced him to take this step, but hope that they are not such as to 
make it necessary. Ido not know any one to take his place in either 
position. I do not think it advantageous that he and Lieutenant- 
General Ewell should exchange corps, believing that each corps 
would be more effective as at present organized. I cannot, there- 
fore, recommend their exchange. 

Iam, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. HE. LEE, 
General. 


Abstract from field return of the Army of Northern Virginia, General Robert E. 
Lee, C. S. Army, commanding, January 10, 1864 ; headquarters Orange Court- 
House, Va. 
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Abstract from tri-monthly return of the Department of Richmond, Maj. Gen. 
Arnold Elzey, C. S. Army, commanding, January 10, 1864; headquarters Rich- 
mond, Va. 
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*« HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 11, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON Davis, 
President Confederate States, Richmond, Va. : 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I beg leave to apologize to Your Excellency for 
troubling you with subjects which properly ought not to come under 
your notice, but sometimes I find it impossible to accomplish what 
is desirable without invoking the aid of all in authority, even includ- 
ing yourself. 

The present is a subject of great importance in our crying neces- 
sity for food, and the evil may extend further than has been brought 
to my knowledge, and may exist on distant lines of communication. 
Recently we have found that the amount of meat invoiced to the 
army at Richmond is not received here. The practice is at every 
depot where provisions are received for the commissary to whom 
they are consigned to be present on the arrival of the train with a 
guard to take charge of them and see that they correspond with the 
invoices. A statement is inclosed of the deficiencies discovered, 
which, in the aggregate, amount to 5,000 pounds of bacon. At our 
present rate of issue this is equal to 20,000 rations, and is intolerable. 
The meat is loaded on the cars in Richmond in pieces, each piece 
counted, and the whole number and weight given in the invoice and 
railroad manifest. Whether the railroad agent verifies the accuracy 
of the invoice on reception I do not know. I understand that the 
railroad is not responsible for the safety of the provisions, but all is 
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conveyed at Government risk, nor does it provide locks or fastenings 
for the cars. 

I have never known of such an arrangement before. All the 
Government agents along the road have been put on the alert, but 
the loss is increasing. If the railroad agents will take no care of 
the safety of the Government freight, Government agents had better 
be sent with each train of provisions. 

Last year Ierecollect there was some depredation of subsistence 
stores on the Richmond and Fredericksburg Railroad, and as well 
as I remember it was ascertained to have been committed by some 
of the railroad employés between Hanover Junction and Freder- 
icksburg. Upon their dismissal the depredations ceased. But if 
there is so great a loss sustained in the transportation of meat from 
Richmond to Orange, I have feared it might exist on the roads south 
of Richmond, and it was on this account, as well as in the hope of 
having that referred to corrected, that I have ventured to bring the 
matter to the notice of Your Excellency. 

Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. EK. LEH, 
General. 


{First indorsement. | 


Commissary-General of Subsistence, for consideration and remarks. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE, 
March 6, 1864. 


This subject has long been observed and efforts to correct it been 
made. A list of deficiencies in amounts at this single post for one 
year is presented. From the beginning of the war to the present con- 
stant representations and suggestions have been made in respect to 
transportation. These evils have been aggravating. 

For the last sixteen or eighteen months they have been threatening 
fatal results, which have received every attention possible from this 
bureau. The War Department has been duly informed of what is to 
be expected. Troops in Virginia depend on corn from Georgia for 
bread. For months we have been living from hand to mouth, and 
if the last reserve of flour at Lynchburg had not been used for the 
army destitution must have ensued. That condition is now impend- 
ing, with no apparent remedy. Over 100,000 bushels of corn demand 
transportation ; not over one-third of what is already on the road has 
arrived. Unless all passenger trains are stopped the consequences 
may be fatal. In addition, transportation for bacon is needed from 
Georgia. 

I again renew a suggestion repeatedly made, that nothing should 
be allowed as a sufficient reason to delay an immediate accumulation 
of supplies of food at this point. And I again repeat that conscript 
officers should be prohibited from breaking in on the organization 
of the employés of this bureau, which is, as far as possible, endeav- 
oring to conform to the requirements of law. 

Respectfully returned to His Excellency the President. 

ie, NORTHROP 
Commissary-General of Subsistence, 
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(Third indorsement. } 


MARCH 8, 1864. 
AIDE-DE-CAMP: 
Write to General Lee and refer to General Bragg for his inquiry 
and attention. ID 


{Fourth indorsement. ] 


MARCH 8, 1864. 


Wrote to General Lee and inclosed copy of Colonel Northrop’s 
indorsement, and mentioned above reference. 
WM. PRESTON JOHNSTON, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


{Fifth indorsement.] 


This matter, known to be a very important one, full of fraud, will 
receive every attention. A good railroad expert is necessary. Col- 
onel Wadley is the only one known to me. 

B. BRAGG. 


{Sixth indorsement. } 


SECRETARY OF WAR: 


It may be practicable to employ Mr. Wadley as an agent. 
J. D. 


{Seventh indorsement. ] 


I fear Colonel Wadley’s services are not now attainable, but retain 
for inquiry. 


cy ASS! 
{Inclosure No. 1.] 
Deficiencies in meat sent from Richmond, Va. 

Date. Invoiced and received. Pieces. | Weight. 

| Pounds. 

MECEMPSH BO LEI VOICEGE 6: Ceisi cu sxctetare ccclecee qhel peuctetciarsiavb oveusssls ots viz/eSicistecs wie.s alchencecom aa ttee as 919 36, 725 
RECEIVE ines srivcncin cues eh peuaeniericeranaeieienvaescaitp cists telex meas leks ioe eae 898 36, 096 

Garb Bin i abe OR trace ol le Sa ae isi 629 

SANUATY: Pe 2!) MM VOICEMS Meee leit SEK sraartie = ale oictela/sistaver ay evsj tw ordi a beeps is ele ee srets weave Bia areas ee 495 20, 700 
IRECCIVEG ae necsmites Be Gb A, Ode BUSOU CURR ORE SOr jn th serie 473, 19, 736 

MwOrtily au hake AME Orh ER. occtieh nate ehs Nea 22° 964 

January Me OU ulnyoicad. wAe..vn. al eee ae ER CerCRT etre anes cna ace eee 503 | 2,592 
PP PROGERTR eL wh... cetdee beamed «wate sagan isaac cence 70 1,981 

SHOE ANE LAL. Loan RaW ee Bees ec Re te 33 | 4,611 

From Staunton, salt pork. 

January | Gy nvolced sn. smite -lcgoberl Ghee rme eee ey Gt) sii eae eee 1, 158 16, 570 
FREGCOLVOG jceraewisials, sce inate NER Na eee PORE Tete cha tae ee arte 1,149 15,731 


Shortness sae heckeun eter ee ne eh ee ee ee «9 | 839 
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' From Richmond. 
Flour, January 8: 
Invoiced Fite Gins MORES PN ae fete ee ence chet awe Slave as ck Aras Mireles eae, ae barrels.. 500 
Received SS ERA ho ob & Suns CACO Se ere eam URN ne doves 496) 
Shortyine: 408 SUM AA CR Ne HSU Ac ae a Se 3 ivauenook es Pere : 2 


January 10: Invoiced 42 pieces meat; short in one car-load, 1,057 pounds... 1, 057 


Total pounds ...... 5 Se Rea otal ah a OE re RPals ite arg & chase ne ee ere wich aiers 5, 000 
{Inclosure No. 2.] 
Report of supplies deficient under invoices from various points during the year 1863. 


vw 3 - 2 a 
F 3 rah ; 7) 
SS a [S| SoS lesa) eal te 
Points received from. E S 5 vy | g 2 | 5 
s is} 7) q fe} 2 n 5 [oy 
a2 a x ro) i= s 8 a, es 
yoy, | Bole pe | Pay € 
iS) ® g 3 a 8 6 S| 
a | @ Ge VB hod tod be Spoleetaeal OS 
First quarter : 
STAAL OY VB senses erage glare scree, ars arora navel Et My Us| Steralare total lola as ety Se ltoec rovetl cus ieneteee tee aroha cll tects venell emeeen? 82 
Charlourey Ny. Cw. ascssssee e eseecea AU Bre st Were y La clherecy oie c)ftecershayescilleaatecaxe’s lta ceaxatel lleva stetell avalon 
SALON Vai es ctec se sci derccleee re sce ele suwe- BIO he ag) Naa sce le ares ell Nsvorsters lis lere ered weneeetcte \teteie lee eretete 
PSUS DUIV ON Oren rvs Oeste teenie acl e So eel tase 25 A QB y | muses thal aleve ai drelllag os ye jesere areas ecenealeeata we 
PATIO TITAN Gar emn tsicidatls telae isis ici niese. pateawic| lecnte aceyerere BaF ALON |. We facil erste) nates shell elton Geni eeetomtetal ere 
Amount first quarter.........-..... aici creme ST SY ACT Tee cited Prise lSace aalleenne cllooeae 82 
Second quarter : | 
Atlanta y Gay aot cecelsciee rs nals Bese ceilecasine 90 | 99,530 }...... OLB Nor rorssclhegnvaees yall erent ee 
DAR VillE Vacca os eee mache saa atne dl eerseecclinasie ce’ 184 oeascallcr areje ell sierens ohelliniareavere EO pete ere 
ERC Di ya Maver, INn© eerayeatetslesteisie sf-tniere|rolefeler2 Hl aeasesae I eYe lledang sdbeon| 5 ebcoa|loocnusliecd -<riinas ace 
AAV GR Glosa US; Ok Jaonne enone a6 Ogee ound laeonne Isr bore ae 1,541 
Wartonuon tN Ole ascssm seen ae erisr.ccs at Seen aecenee 
DAs bULy ap Ne On eis as-ilse setae s'sle (ster aitnsietees | srenepese. He 
TR eed ae, Eis (Ch iaets dees Re sae ae onnenon 


Burkeville, Va. 


Bristol, Tenn.... RebecGeescotee 
IPOtOrSbUPS AVal cee tn jcc aero te es Ane. ire eet OUD! Il serarecelell secleaallmiaus al stemmaeleme tiered ees aa 
SOOM Bie tists: ian eats nrele. Ye siere mis seine 3 PC Reetiad Mens lcUnallsecasell canes lores 
Amount second quarter............ 426-178) Inn on |1, 830 BO Wein cs 4 OO teeter 

| =} | — 
Third quarter : i 

AE LRT Tals GEAR care si staceczyiraie visas a cislereis/</areiei|(¥a=eers A, DESAY, 272. ty (BBL lesan, slal ehetsyar ey llth atoa ase al ete nalltehee oe 
@hATIOLDON ING Coo eats wee ic casero Bl cater ireescastareicte 2 OU Bullets caterers Villa den. RES litre = 
NEA COUN A RoR re eit taicae TIS ASO srayoreiel|lMgcerstallis sedans 4,542 |...... aioishanVelfs ears tal aerate 9 betyeie sales 
BN aOR ity Wie SS Acta te periee poe Se BG Dt SD Ones Orca Seno doen lab 2 dae al oper | eceers 1G4. i Sere tear gee 
WSDOT CE) = pogo ieee RA AMP be nae ot Maer ei eerie ie ose rete) | Waseeral |O deeine (GZ aGAR (Goose Amo ue 
RV ERTOHUOM PN 4) Nasa ices s a/atelaa oa Sellleeora slic ences OATS Maslinirintis etersee tal ess ease (ede ic 
Sm COMMDUSMG Eases ete «cian se facie be ails We staterell ad stevens: acc 4909) |G ater ees O18 il-ijo5,.a rece ace 
IVVOULO IN INE Cerin shy ocatartes Scheie ot Grabete as pid I Sires sel cosyseencies BOUT re canis aotseH oR al) con bre ners siete 
HELO YAUAVELD INS Ca erie atesietors alae vie~ amecthar CG Bion eoa| tie Sealien ae BMV acechots |e ateeaOn [loge 
@iianlestons, S37 Cysts tb lesy atts shige ios fas stevoalisteseraizi ar 1S LM ered | Orem iene ecto Oe Soak 193 
Nauloierla Ne Orpen ce ccecitas sis cies nel dee cwealiehe sciciols BE BAD Hs xcs ollisvedeotel| aM Ural otesarrses cll ee steered eapeacaatece 
SUS DIA INEIC! our taslan sya dees ete 3/8 NAY ford Ali cs iereveta rays Ohl 54 eas eel ekeate ems oe NYAS he et a aatce 
SUV ELENA EON ING Co cccie sieiciol | eicietetarsosicieie © 5S |S arse 13; O20 GIT Pree alls: seetarelllcr sage rcicltorars slaelliore aie alten 
Amount third quarter....:......... 1| 4,565 133, 80% || 6 Bb4ik cena O20 208 |e: the.< 28 1. 4193 


Fourth quarter : | 
Columbus, Ga 


PA CIstAbea sy) GG, See iste ialetlers,sikleters'aia sia + 
Charlotte, N.C 
BIST eh ING Oley cde ctrl fete es 
Peters purey Vaenacne een selasa srsiens sere Wctechesit, seveerstsrell (siere os icles es ecsusvalltcrnretee Bs 2R8O" [hr eee cet rae 
Salishurye na Coe sere era ste ae as [sted srsalle acs FS Sal Pei also stes| staves 2 128) 12, 6185)E 074. 
HickoryTavern, NiO oon) isis seie Wi rs ayahes 1922 SHO: les cierere TOG ae. 1 BO!) Roxen areca terarsyere 
Goldsboroughen. Cre ccei Bese cdne sas: ES Sere leceye ePRN ere YARD Ieee i(rsssrebsiellioe eve <r lleroseoreys Se ese || Seeks 
Amount fourth quarter ........... ees 3,230 }800,116 |. ... 104 |4,278 6,192 |2,613 |...... 
Amount fourth quarter ...............-.. eae me 8, 2380 |800,116 |...... 104 |4,278 |6,192 |2,613 |...... 
Amount third quarter... 6..55..-0....-.-. 1 | 4,565 |188,891 | 534 |.. 920 201 eee 193 
Amount second quarter..........4..2.--.)o..--- 5,829 |126,178 |...... 1, 830 GOS) aeeiac LGD! rater 
Amount first quarter. ...0¢.. ......6..5.. 70 ALON Ota OOo |eeareracart|lte dvs. a,5/¢llauegere alle a sverevalllreenaiete 82 


Total during 1868....... .........-. | 71 | 13,543 617,847 | 534 [1,934 [5,258 [6,808 [6,782 | 275 
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Report of supplies deficient under invoices, &c.—Continued. 
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in (0) ob h eo Peek Pee Scecmte dodobosendallder ceaoe ee niscrthelaet C7 Vos ae al coes welfs aceee all sion eel en F 
AION. Vicki Lace eh met tere cies terial miner aw ei fete hake Were atek: lleke eine Ses EG, ater nia ls, ence 
TENE OH AA Clean apres semano eben oecuee | arian aoe | PEanae [bac ior eters SDF oz esais.cihiais ysteze cil eserenetete | e1clee eae 
Amount first quarter. c.c2..2..5 a. OO) ates 8 321 ORB) NA BOE Wk cecil eater plese else 
Second quarter : 
PA GLETI GALLE recto vel Maclevere charac ofererstaleoraktere ORG AN as SONIE Sesocecsif ise stoqs'elllecerataiaye||leyee,ststall oforste,<ie)| lel elaretekelt os eaeeaeenaee 
ek oryiP avers NiO hers cere ctelen)seceicst lll geet By Britian al Seam Aa oe AGA es erctalltrthetersrail = eveterespeee 
Salis burys Nin Ceca. rete det oreketatas ole ciate cll verte stat floras a at nara BOO! haar 426 sr does hcl] bs eee Sane 
Tei Fash INCOR oroer cocdpoesns gbooe.Gn Ae aston apes cielers ee svaeiesey Wecretptoylftecetercis 167 Fah bageoallogssoo-° 
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Amount third’ quarter. -.2...<.--- ssess- 61,7 DO a eeseseve OSs hepsi 848 }2,148 | 281 | 31,892 
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Total during 1868..................- 128,253 | 127 | 355 {1,436 |4,851 {1,779 (8,442 | 281 | 56,465 
| 


The loss in bacon from Atlanta has been specially heavy by the 
western route, and may have occurred under the difficulties in Ten- 
nessee, of which I have no report. 

Large losses have occurred in sugar and molasses for want of 
transportation, large quantities having been stored on the line to 
prevent exposure and pillage. 

A heavy deficiency is shown in corn from Columbus, Ga. Iam 
satisfied, by close investigation, that a large portion of it has been 
diverted to the Quartermaster’s Department of this city by the quar-. 
termasters on the line, under the presumption that all corn belonged 
to that department. 

Respectfully submitted. 


: T. H. CLAIBORNE, 
Major and Commissary of Subsistence. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 11, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DaAvIs: 

Mr. PReEsIpENT: I inclose a dispatch* received from General 
Harly. I recommend that an intelligent scout be sent to Yorktown 
to verify the report of the landing of provisions, &c., and that a 
constant watch be kept in that quarter. There may be some foun- 
dation for the report, or it may have originated in General Butler’s ' 
tion for volunteers to liberate the prisoners in Richmond. I 
have recommended that these prisoners be all sent far into the in- 
terior. I have two brigades of cavalry in Caroline, under General 
Hampton, who will be in position to strike such an expedition in 
flank, and can send two brigades of infantry within reach of Rich- 
mond if there is any truth in the report. 

Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEH, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
January 11, 1864, 


General R. E. LEE : 

GENERAL : During the time that I have been in the valley I have 
had ample opportunity of judging of the efficiency and usefulness 
of the many irregular bodies of troops which occupy this country 
and known as partisans, &c., and am prompted by no other feeling 
shan a desire to serve my country to inform you that they are a 
nuisance and an evil to the service. Without discipline, order, or 
organization, they roam broadcast over the country, a band of 
shieves, stealing, pillaging, plundering, and doing every manner of 
mischief and crime. They are a terror to the citizens and an injury 
co the cause. They never fight; can’t be made to fight. Their lead- 
srs are generally brave, but few of the men are good soldiers, and 
have engaged in this business for the sake of gain. The effect upon 
she service is bad, and I think, if possible, it should be corrected. It 
is bad because : 

First. It -keeps men out of the service whose bayonet or saber 
should be counted on the field of battle when the life or death of our 
country is the issue. 

Second. They cause great dissatisfaction in the ranks from the 
fact that these irregular troops are allowed so much latitude, so 
many privileges. They sleep in houses and turn out in the cold only 
when it is announced by their chief that they are to go upon a __ 
plundering expedition. 

.Third. It renders other troops dissatisfied; hence encourages 
lesertion. 

It is almost impossible for one to manage the different companies 
of my brigade that are from Loudoun, Fauquier, Fairfax, &c., the 
egion occupied by Mosby. They see these men living at their ease 
und enjoying the comforts of home, allowed to possess all that they 
‘apture, and their duties mere pastime pleasures compared with 
heir own arduous ones; and it is a natural consequence in the 
ature of man that he should become dissatisfied under these cir- 
umstances. Patriotism fails in a long and tedious war like this to 


* Not found, 
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sustain the ponderous burdens which bear heavily and cruelly upon | 
the heart and soul of man. Men are actuated by selfish motives, | 
and those who were first to volunteer in the beginning are now the 
most eager in the search for a “‘soft place.” This is melancholy, 
but it is nevertheless true, and it can only be, in my opinion, rem- 
edied by placing all men on the same footing who are of the same 
rank. If it is necessary for troops to operate within the lines of the 
enemy, then require the commanding officer to keep them in an 
organized condition, to rendezvous within our lines, and move upon 
the enemy when opportunity is offered. 

Major Mosby is of inestimable service to the Yankee army in keep- 
ing their men from straggling. He isa gallant officer, and is one 
that I have great respect for; yet the interest I feel in my own 
command and the good of the service coerces me to bring this mat- 
ter before you, in order that this partisan system, which I think isa 
bad one, may be corrected. Major-General Early can give useful 
information concerning the evils of these organizations. If he can- 
not, Maj. Gen. Fitz. Lee certainly can, from his experience with them 
in the valley within the last few weeks. 

Iam, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant, | 
THOMAS L. ROSSER, q 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[First indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
January 18, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

Major Mosby’s command is the only efficient band of rangers I 
know of, and he usually operates with only one-fourth of his nom- 
inal strength. Such organizations, as a rule, are detrimental to the 
best interests of the army at large. 

J. HBS WA ee 


Major-General. 


[Second indorsement. | ; 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 22, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded, for the information of the War Depart- 
ment. 

As far as my knowledge and experience extends, there is much 
truth in the statement of General Rosser. I recommend that the 
law authorizing these partisan corps be abolished. The evils result- 
ing from their organization more than counterbalance the good they 


accomplish. 
R. RS 
General. 
{ Third indorsement. | 


JANUARY 30, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to Hon. Mr. Miles, chairman of Military 
Committee. 
Please examine and return the papers to the Department. 
J. A. CAMPBELL, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 
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[Fourth indorsement.] 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
February 14, 1864. 
me eeally returned to the honorable Assistant Secretary of 
Nar. 
The House has just passed the bill abolishing partisan rangers, as 
lrafted by Mr. Seddon, at my request. 
WM. PORCHER MILES. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
Petersburg, Va., January 12, 1864. 
ion. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

-Sir : I have the honor to state that, in accordance with our under- 
tanding in a conversation a few days since, I have ordered three 
ompanies of Wheeler’s battalion from Kinston to Garysburg ; at 
hat point there are already two companies unattached Virginia 
roops. These five companies, together with two companies from 
he Seventh Confederate Cavalry (which has twelve companies) and 
, light battery (Graham/’s), not attached, will give eight companies 
or the new regiment which I propose.* Colonel Hinton, command- 
ng the Northeastern State forces, and Colonel Griffin, of the Sixty- 
econd Georgia, in command at Franklin, both assured me that. there 
vere two companies of State troops under Lieutenant-Colonel Wynn 
mounted) [who] would gladly be assigned and incorporated in this 
ommand. This force of mounted men will within a week’s time 
ye assembled at Franklin. I shall assign them to the command of 
fajor Dearing, and ask that he may be ordered to take command 
f these troops, with the temporary rank of colonel. He is a young 
fficer of daring and coolness combined, the very man for the 
ervice upon which he is going, a good disciplinarian, and at the 
ame time generally beloved by his men. I am not saying too 
nuch in his absence in assuring you that Lieutenant-General Long- 
treet would strongly indorse his claims to promotion had he the 
ypportunity. 

One of the principal purposes in concentrating a command at the 
yoint above named under an efficient and trustworthy officer is that 
have in contemplation an expedition to the counties of Gates, Pas- 
uotank, and Perquimans, for the purpose of bringing out the bacon 
nd provisions so very necessary for us at this present time. If the 
memy do not make an offensive movement in North Carolina before 
shave had time to accomplish this I will advance a force toward 
suffolk, soas to attract attention and collect a wagon trainat Frank- 
in to accompany the expedition. They canalso, if successful, bring 
ut conscripts. I hope this plan will meet with your approbation. 
shall conduct it with as much secrecy as possible. In the mean 
ime, should the enemy make a movement on us either at Kinston 
r the railroad, I can order this cavalry to the point most needed. 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. E.. PLOKET YT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


*See Ransom to Pickett, December 30, 1863, Vol, XXIX, Part I, p, 895, 
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{Indorsement. } 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL : i 
Let the arrangement proposed by General Pickett be authorized, 
and Major Dearing be assigned, with temporary rank of colonel, to 
the command. It would be better, and General Pickett is advised, 
if it be practicable, to substitute two unassigned North Carolina co 

panies, if to be found, instead of the two Virginia compe 
Secretary. 


tale IES Ay a al 


HEADQUARTERS, Wilmington, January 12, 1864. 


General S. CoopEr, : 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond : 


GENERAL: The Department is probably not aware that while the 
defensive works for this place have been very greatly increased and 
strengthened the garrison remains the same as when General French - 
was in command. The mannerin which the enemy operates and th 
vast resources at his command have directed his attention to point 
heretofore either considered as secure from natural causes or as not of 
‘sufficient importance either to the attack or defense. The experi 
ence of Charleston shows that no rehance can be placed on natural 
obstacles to the enemy’s progress. I have therefore for several 
months been engaged in fortifying the important position of Smith’s 
Island, lying between the two entrances of the Cape Fear. The 
object is to prevent the enemy, who might by a cowp de main, land- 
ing at a smooth time, take possession of the points opposite Caswell 
and Fort Fisher, and, thus securing a chance for boats at night, get 
in guns and stores with which to close the harbor virtually for all 
our purposes. A glance at the map will show the effect of the pos- 
session of the island by the enemy. I send you also a sketch, which 
will serve to explain the position and its features. 
_ Your attention has previously been called to the danger of leaving 
Lockwood’s Folly and Shallotte to the westward exposed from want of 
force to be taken as a base. The occupation of Smith’s Island is an 
additional and most urgent reason for an increase of the permanent 
garrison here. And it istoaskfor such an increase that I now write. 
I want only to be reasonably secure against the fatal consequences 
of the enemy’s occupying positions which must result in the closing 
of the harbor, unless he can be checked in time. It is true that the 
occupation of Morris Island has not yet taken Charleston, and prob- 
ably will not, but it has closed that harbor to us. In our present 
‘condition this is what I want to prevent here, and I want to leave 
nothing to chance. Let me have a brigade here to defend the west 
of the river and hold this island. The troops I now have are indis- 
pensable on the equally important lines of the east and for the sup- 
port of Fort Fisher. 1 have not nearly enough forall. If a brigade 
cannot be detached from any army for this purpose permanently, 
let one be sent here temporarily for the winter, and in he mean time 
_ let a force be in process of organization from reduced regiments, 

detached regiments, and artillery companies, and it and the new 
levies to be sent here as fast as organized, and put under the com- 
mand of the excellent officers at the different forts, Only let every- 
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ing be made secure now. To me the great object here, to which 
L others are secondary, is to keep this port open, and to be sure of 
is I wish to neglect nothing. It must be recollected that within 
e past year to defend this place have been erected the powerful 
orks, Forts Campbell, Pender, Holmes, the lines of Smith’s Island, 
sides numerous batteries, great additions to Forts Caswell and 
isher and the advanced works of the latter. Extensive work, con- 
dered indispensable, is still in progress, under great difficulties in 
ie way of labor and material. It is not, I think, necessary for me 
» demonstrate the effect or importance of the different positions 
scupied or specially to discuss the necessity of the various works 
‘ected or in progress, further than to indicate their general relation 
»the main object, the preservation of the harbor. For this I send 
arewith the sketch* of Smith’s Island; the Department has none: 
ymuch in detail. By comparing it with a coast-survey map of the 
outh of the Cape Fear the relation of the island to Caswell and 
isher will be seen at once. I may make one remark pertinent to 
fe permanent occupation of the island by a strong garrison, that in 
l northerly weather, at which time the beach from Fort Holmes 
the cape is smooth and so far favorable to the enemy, it is with 
eat difficulty we are able to keep up communication and supplies. 
lease show the sketch to the President and call his attention to this 
tter, especially to the matter of increase of the permanent garrison 
1d dispatch of some of the troops now in winter quarters to this 
ace for its present security. 
Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 


{Indorsement. | 


JANUARY 13, 1864. 


Respectfully submitted to the President, with a map. Kemper’s 
‘igade was ordered to re-enforce General Whiting some days since. 
8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 13, 1864. 
is Excellency JEFFERSON Davis, 
President Confederate States, Richmond, Va. : 

Mr. PresIDENT: I have the honor to call your attention to some 
atters affecting the execution of the conscript law in the case of 
ose who have recently been made liable to it, as well as of others. 
There is a strong disposition manifested by the men to enlist in 
ymmands serving near their homes. This has been the case in sev-( 
‘al States, but I refer particularly to Western Virginia. I am 
formed that this disposition ig encouraged by the officers, who are 
aturally desirous to increase their forces. The evils of the system 
uve already been experienced. - Men who so enlist conceive that they 
ave a kind of right to serve in certain localities, and are averse to 
sing transferred to others. This was illustrated by the numerous 


* To appear in Atlas, 
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desertions that took place last summer from the commands of Gen- 
eral Jenkins, Colonel Wharton, and Lieutenant-Colonel Clarke | 
when they were brought to this army. But another and greater 
objection arises from the condition of the commands in Western | 
Virginia. I regret to say that, from all I can learn, those which 
would probably be most resorted to by such conscripts in that coun= 
try as avail themselves of the right to volunteer are not as efficient 
as they should be, and that the men who may go into them will 
be to a great extent lost to the general service without a thorough” 
reorganization of these forces. I refer particularly to the commands 
of General Imboden, Col. W. L. Jackson, and Maj. Gen. Sam. Jones, 

My own opportunities of observation have not impressed me favors 
ably with regard to the discipline and efficiency of General Imbo- 
den’s troops, and the accounts I receive represent the others, with 
few exceptions, to be no better. $ 

General Early in a recent letter states that his operations were 
impeded, and in a measure arrested by his inability to get service 
from General Imboden’s men. He says he could get no information 
about the enemy because he could make no reconnaissances with 
those troops. I have been disappointed in my expectations of the : 
services of General Sam. Jones’ command also. _ I think a reorgant — 
zation of these troops necessary, and a change of commanders desir- 
able. = 

The department requires a man of judgment and energy, whose 
discretion can be depended upon without always awaiting orders, 
The importance of this command will be augmented in view of the 
occupation by the enemy of East Tennessee, threatening Southwest 
Virginia, and demanding able, intelligent, and vigorous manage- 
ment on our part. We can afford to lose nothing by want of disci- 
pline and efficiency among the troops. ' 

In the mean time, in view of the facts I have alluded to, I think 
it desirable that no more men should be permitted to enter the 
organizations I have mentioned than it is impossible to prevent, as 
I consider that those who do enlist in them will be taken from the 
efficient strength of the army in a great measure, . 

Iam told that the repeal of the substitute law will bring in abou 
1,400 men from the counties of Rockingham and Augusta, besides 
large numbers from the vicinity of Lynchburg. The former will 
probably elect to volunteer in Imboden’s and the others in Jackson’s 
and Jones’ commands, 

If nothing more can be done, I earnestly recommend that none be 
permitted so to enlist beyond the number required to fill up existing 
organizations in those commands. No increase of them from this 
source should be allowed, but all the men that can be obtained should 
be used to fill up the depleted regiments of this army. ~ 

What I have said of Virginia is equally applicable to other States. 
The disposition to enlist in organizations somewhat local in their 
nature and remote from the principal theater of hostilities should 
be checked, and the recruits thrown as far as possible into the more 
important and active armies, which need them most. I respectfull 
suggest that the enrolling officers be ordered to see that none vol- 
unteer in such commands as I have mentioned beyond the legal com- 
plement and that no new companies be formed. \ 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 


R. EK. LEE, 
General, 


' 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
| January 13, 1864. 
ol. J. S. PREsToN, 

Superintendent Bureau of Conscription, Richmond, Va.: ° 
CoLONEL: I consider it very important to use every exertion to 
rengthen the armies in the field at once by the regular operation 
f the conscript law, and by collecting all made liable to military 
uty by the repeal of the substitute law. 
Very few conscripts are being received in this army at present. 
fear that the privilege of volunteering is abused. In the State 
{ South Carolina I am informed that a single company, called the 
utledge Cavalry, was increased by volunteering beyond its comple- 
vent until it was divided into two and afterward four companies. 
‘he regiments from that State in this army are much reduced, and 
think that ail men who have gone into organizations forbidden by 
vw and orders, and all who are in excess of the complement of 
ld companies, should be sent to the armies in the field. In the 
tate of North Carolina a similar state of things is said to exist, 
en volunteering in the heavy batteries at Wilmington and in cav- 
lry companies upon the coast. Upon the vigilant and strict execu- 
on of the conscript law depends in a great measure the issue of the 
ming campaign, and no effort should be spared to bring out the 
scruits at once, that they may be prepared by the opening of the 
oring. If you desire it, I can send you at present some officers 
‘om this army, to aid the enrolling officers in the different States 
ther to collect conscripts generally or those intended particularly 
yw this army, which needs them very much. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 13, 1864. 
ol. L. B. NORTHROP, 
OCommissary-General, Richmond, Va. + 

CoLONEL: Your letter of the 10th instant has been received. I am 
nable to coincide in your view of the law. It is plain to my mind 
1at Congress intended that the power of impressment given to com- 
anders of armiesin the field should depend upon emergencies in fact 
rowing out of their situation, and not difficulties created by laws or 
rders of the Department. It was never intended as a permanent 
r continuous means of procuring supplies. Such a construction 
‘ould do away with the general Commissary Department, except so 
ir as it might be occupied in collecting reserves. I think that de- 
artment was organized for the general supply of the Army, and not 
erely to make up such deficiencies as the Army itself by the exer- 
ons of its officers could not meet. It is true the staff officers of an 
rmy in the field may buy, or in cases of exigency impress under 
1e law, but their regular source of supply is the general Commissary 
epartment. A different construction would make it necessary for 
rery army to take care of itself. There would be no uniformity of 
rices, officers would be brought in competition with each other, and 
jury to the people and to the armies themselves would necessarily 
sue, . It certainly has not been the view hitherto taken of the 


\ 
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duties of your department, as indicated by its action, The law is | 
very plain in its requirements that impressment by a general com- | 
manding an army in the field shall be made by officers of his army ~ 
alone, and not by the general agents and officers of the Department, | 
as you propose. This appears from the nature of the certificates — 
required to be given by section 2 of the law and by the second 
section of paragraph 2 of General Orders, 37. This fact substanti- 
ates my view that the power is intended only to meet an emergency — 
in fact, and not for the continuous supply of the Army; otherwise, it” 
would not exclude those officers especially charged with the business 
of the general subsistence of troops. The third section of the law 
confirms my opinion of the nature of the exigency, for it pro- 
vides for a case where the emergency is so great as to prevent for — 
the time an appraisement by the impressing officer, and turns over 
the subsequent adjustment of cases so arising to the chief of the De- e 
partment and his agents. The emergency that now exists, so far as _ 
it proceeds from the operations of General Orders, 144, is entirely — 
within the power of the Department, and while that order remains 
unrevoked it would operate against impressments by my author 
just as much as against those of your agents. I repeat that the — 
emergency contemplated by the law is one that proceeds from the — 
situation of the army preventing free access to its regular and legiti- 
mate source of supplies—the stores of the Commissary Department. — 

I foresee nothing but evil and confusion if the armies are told to — 
take care of themselves. The supplies must be obtained by a gen-_ 
eral system under a common control, so that there may be uniformity, — 
and the burden made to fall equally upon all. Distress, dissatisfac- 
tion, and concealment of stores must result from any other system. 

I would suggest some modification in the provision forbidding the 
impressment of supplies intended for consumption. Thecauses you 
allude to have made our people lay by stores for much longer periods 
than usual. The necessities of the army render it necessary that 
those at home should subsist, as far as practicable, upon those articles 
which cannot be so well used by the troops in the field, and these— 
facts should be considered in determining what is necessary for 
home consumption. 

In speaking of ordering your agents, I, of course, had in mind 
the fact that their services were tendered by you; but, as I have said, 
IT am not at liberty to use the impressing power when an emergency | 
makes it lawful for me to do so, except through the agency of the 
officers designated by section 2, who must belong to the army under — 
my command. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. KE. LEE, 
General. 


£ 


HEADQUARTERS HAmpton’s DIvIsIon, 
; January 13, 1864. 
Major McCLELLAN, 

Assistant Adjutant-General : 
_ Masor: I beg to call the attention of the major-general command- 
ing to the very heavy duty entailed on the two brigades at present — 
in keeping up the picket-line. The pickets from Gordon’s brigade 
have now to travel 40 miles to their posts. Forage has to be car- 
ried to their posts, as none can be obtained near them, and the mere 
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ravel is sufficient to prevent any improvement in the horses, if not to 
break them down. I would respectfully recommend that my pickets 
may be relieved by infantry as low down the river as Ely’s Ford. 
A small force of infantry can guard the upper fords effectually, and 
the relief of my pickets would not only tend greatly to the improve- 
ment in the condition of my horses, but would leave at my disposal 

a much larger force to meet any incursion of the enemy. 
I beg to refer to the report of General Gordon on this subject, and 


Iam, very respectfully, 
WADE HAMPTON, 
Major-General. 


{First indorsement. ] 


Hpars. Cav. Corps, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 18, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded, approved. 

Infantry can be much more easily provided for than cavalry, and 
can, at the lower fords, draw their supplies from Hamilton’s Cross- 
ing, which will be no greater distance than the extreme right of our 
present infantry line from Orange Court-House. 

J. KE. B. STUART, 
Major-General. 
{Second indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS, January 22, 1864. 

Respectfully returned. 

I very much regret that the picket duty comes so heavy on the 
cavalry, and I wish I could relieve them. Small infantry pickets, 
as proposed, could be easily cut off. Nothing less than two brigades 
would be safe such a distance from support. The only relief I can 
suggest is to use vedettes on the river, with the reserve camp at Chan- 
eellorsville, or other more convenient point to which forage could be 


transported. 2 
R. E. LEE, 
General. : 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Hanover Junction, January 14, 1864. 
General 8. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 

GENERAL: I respectfully request that a special order be issued 
vonstituting the battalion of Maryland cavalry, Lieut. Col. R. Brown 
sommanding, under the name of First Maryland Cavalry; the bat- 
talion of Maryland infantry, Lieut. Col. J. R. Herbert commanding, 
under the name of Second Maryland Infantry, and battery of artil- 
lery, Capt. W. H. Griffin commanding, under the name of Second 
Maryland Artillery, with such other companies, battalions, and reg- 
iments as may be hereafter raised or assigned to it, ‘‘The Maryland 
Line,” under my command, in accordance with General Orders, No, 
3, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 1862, and Special Orders, 
No. 269, paragraph XIV, headquarters Army of Northern Virginia. 
[ desire this for the purpose of fixing the names of the battal- 
ions and companies of this command. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
BRADLEY T. JOHNSON, 
Colonel, Commanding. 
69 R R—VOL XXXII 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF RICHMOND, 
_ danuary 16, 1864. 

ARNOLD ELZEY, 
Major-General. 


Approved and respectfully forwarded, 


[Second indorsement. } 


JANUARY 16, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL : 
I see no objection to the proposed order. If you do, report for 
consideration ; if not, it may be issued. 
JAS. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


{Inclosure. ] 


SPECIAL ORDERS,} Hpgrs. Dept. oF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 

No. 269. ( October 31, 18638. 

* * 6 ok *k Bo *k 

XIV. The troops of the ‘“‘ Maryland Line,” consisting of First Bat- 

talion of Infantry, Captain Crane commanding ; battalion of cavalry, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Brown commanding, and Baltimore Light Artil- 
lery, Captain Griffin, in pursuance of orders from the War Depart- 
ment, are assigned to the command of Col. Bradley T. Johnson, who 
will proceed with these troops to Hanover Junction. 

* oS * * * Eo * 
By command of General R. H. Lee: ) 

IW SEL ay HOR: 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
Petersburg, Va., January 14, 1864. 
General 8. CooPEr, 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen., C. S. Army, Richmond, Va. : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
telegram of to-day, asking about the whereabouts of Kemper’s bri- 
gade. lasked for more troops for North Carolina in my letter of 
6th instant, which you answered by telegraph (copy of which I 
send).* J desired them for a certain point—Goldsborough. Your 
answer left it discretionary with me whereto send them. I commu- 
nicated with General Whiting in regard to them. I have received 
no reply either by telegram or letter from him. The brigade was 
needed at Goldsborough for reasons stated in my letter of 6th 
instant. Colonel Mayo, commanding the brigade, was directed to 
report to General Whiting upon his arrival at Goldsborough. Also 
T wrote General Whiting I would not only co-operate, but would, if 
he was attacked, send all my troops to his support. The point 
where he thinks he is threatened from is New Berne, and, if so, Kins- 
ton must be held. The force at Goldsborough can be thrown to 
Kinston or Wilmington as we choose. Do you wish the brigade sent 


*See Cooper to Pickett, January 8, p. 1072. 


Bee eI 
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to Wilmington ? If so, send the order. I did not so understand it, 
nor can J conceive of the necessity. Whiting has not so communi- 
cated tome. It left Weldon on the 12th, the day mentioned in your 
telegram, the train having broken down en route for Weldon from 
this city. To make assurance doubly sure, I send a staff officer to 
General Whiting by to-night’s train. I suppose I will by this means 
get a certified reply. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G.. Hh. PICKETE 
Major-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 15, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. A. Karly, with his staff, will proceed to Staunton and 
resume his command of the Valley District. The post quartermas- 
ter will furnish transportation. 
- By order of General Lee : 
C. 8. VENABLE, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


PETERSBURG, January 15, 1864. 
General S. COOPER: 
The following telegrams have been received from General Whiting: 
WILMINGTON, January 14, 1864. 
Major-General PICKETT : 

The emergency is, want troops; must have them. If you send Kemper I will 
see that you get others. Telegraph the War Department what I want. if they 
agree to the movement you must get troops from Virginia. I will write you to- 
morrow. Cipher goes straight from beginning. Would rather you would keep 
Kemper where he is and send me Clingman, if possible. 

W. H. C. WHITING, 
: : ; Major-General. 

This was sent in cipher : 

WILMINGTON, January 15, 1864. 
General PICKETT: 


Dispatch received. Have not yet called on Terry. Let War Department know 
my wishes and see what they say. Wrote you this morning. 
W. iH. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 
Shall [send Clingman and keep Kemper at Goldsborough, as Whit- 
ing asks? If so, I will want some other troops here. Kemper’s 
brigade is ready to move when Whiting calls for it. One of Cling- 
man’s regiments is on Blackwater. I must have a force there, as I 
am threatened with a raid from direction of Suffolk. 
Gai PICKETT, 
Major-General. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., January 16, 1864. 
General R. E. Len, 
Commanding Army of Northern Virginia: 
GENERAL: The President has received your letter of the 13th in- 
stant, and desires me to say in reply that he will do all in his power 


1092: OPERATIONS IN N. ©,, VA. W. VA., MD., AND PA. [Caar. XLV. 


to carry out your views in reference to the proper distribution of 
conscripts. Some change in the law may be necessary, but whatever 
can be accomplished by regulation will be done at once. 

His Excellency will be glad to have your opinion fully upon the 
subject of the reorganization of the troops in Western Virginia, and 
your assistance in selecting a commander for them. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. W. C. LEE, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


[JANUARY 16, 1864.—For Lee to Longstreet, see Vol. XXXII, 
Part II, p. 566. | 


War DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A., 
Richmond, Va., January 16, 1864. 


General G. EK. PICKETT, 
Petersburg, Va.: 
Send Kemper’s brigade to Wilmington, or such other point as Gen- 
eral Whiting may indicate. 
J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


Hpgrs. Dept. OF WESTERN VA. AND HAST TENNESSEE, 
Dublin, January 17, 1864. 


General 8. CooPErR, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, C. S. Army : 

GENERAL: On the 6th of September last, under instructions from 
the War Department, I assumed command of that portion of South- 
western Virginia embraced in the Department of East .Tennessee 
and all the forces east of Knoxville belonging to that department, 
and continued to exercise command in that department until, in the 
course of military operations, Lieutenant-General Longstreet came 
with his command east of Knoxville. Whilst I was exercising that 
command the former commander of the department, Major-General 
Buckner, ordered a number of the officers of the Department of East 
Tennessee to report to me, among them the military court, med- 
ical director, and inspector-general of cavalry of his department. 
They did so, and have been, and are now, acting under my orders. 
The Secretary of War has informed me that Lieutenant-General 
Longstreet having come within the Department of East Tennessee, 
as a matter of course, commands that department by virtue of his 
superior rank. But no order having been issued relieving me from 
the command, all the departmental business is still referred to me. 
If Lieutenant-General Longstreet is in command of the Department 
of Kast Tennessee, I respectfully ask that it may be so announced 
in orders, and that all officers of that department who have reported 
to me be ordered to report to Lieutenant-General Longstreet. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Dublin, January 17, 1864. 
General R. E. Les, 


Commanding, &e., Orange Court-House 

I was not here when your letter of the dth instant arrived or I 
should have answered it sooner. 

Some time between the 23d and 29th of December last I ordered 
my chief commissary to turn over to Major Cloyd, chief purchasing 
agent for this district, 1,500 beef-cattle to be sent to your army. 
On the receipt of your letter of the 5th instant 400 beeves were 
ordered to be turned over for the use of your army. Day before 
yesterday I ordered the product of 700 beeves, salted, to be for- 
warded to your commissary. There will be some delay in forward-- 
ing the salted beef, because of the want of barrels in which to pack it. 
It shall be forwarded with as little delay as possible. I have been 
obliged to resort to somewhat arbitrary acts to accumulate supplies 
for my own command, and which I am now forwarding to you. 
How I am to replace them is more than I know at present. I have 
given every facility in my power to Major Eggleston to enable him 
to forward beef-cattle to you, detailing from my own command, 
when I could not well spare them, the men he called for to drive the 
cattle. 

There is but little cattle in this part of the country to be procured. 
The chief purchasing agent in this district, Major Cloyd, is a prac- 
tical grazier of large experience and great energy, who, I am sure, 
will procure all the subsistence that can be procured in the district. 
I have sent a regiment of cavalry within the enemy’s lines to harass 
them, and, if practicable, bring out beef-cattle. When last heard 
from it was at Wayne Court-House, but the weather has been and is 
now so unfavorable that’ I am afraid it will not accomplish much. 

The railroad bridge over the Holston at Zollicoffer is completed, 
and Iam in daily expectation of hearing that the bridge over the 
Watauga at Carter’s Depot is completed. When that is done rail- 
road communication will, as I understand, be opened with Lieuten- 
ant-General Longstreet. I do not know what supplies you can 
procure from that section of country. I believe if the purchasing 
agents are active and energetic and honest they can procure more 
than supplies enough for Lieutenant-General Longstreet’s command, 
I suspect, however, that no more than enough for his command will 
be secured. 

I will inform you as soon as railroad communication with Long- 
street is opened. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Dublin, January 17, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, ; 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: You are aware of the circumstances under which, early in 
September last, I carried a portion of the troops of my department 
into Kast Tennessee. It was to meet a pressing emergency, caused 
by the withdrawal of Major-General Buckner’s command from that 
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section of country, and to endeavor to check the advance of General 
Burnside through East Tennessee into Southwest Virginia. General 
Burnside was checked, and I pushed my troops farther into East 
Tennessee and held that portion of country until, in the course of 
military operations, Lieutenant-General Longstreet came with his 
command east of Knoxville. The troops that I carried into Kast 
Tennessee are very essential to the defense of this department, and 
I never for amoment supposed that by moving them temporarily into 
that section of the country I thereby lost the command of them. 

Lieutenant-General Longstreet has informed me, much to my sur- 
prise, that by authority, as he conceives, of the President he com- 
mands that portion of my troops that he found in East Tennessee. 
If those troops have been placed under his command the order has 
never been communicated to me. I respectfully and most earn- 
estly ask that all the troops I carried from this department to that 
be restored to my command. I shall be glad to use them, as I have 
heretofore done, to give all the aid in my power to the commander 
of the Department of Kast Tennessee, but if I am expected to pro- 
tect this section of country and the important line of railroad passing 
through it I must have control of all my troops. 

I may remind you that since I was assigned to the command of 
this department the Twenty-ninth, Fiftieth, Fifty-fourth, and Sixty- 
third Regiments Virginia Infantry, all of them large regiments, and 
all of Brigadier-General Marshall’s command, including seven field 
batteries, have been taken from me, or rather from this department. 
After so heavy a draft on it I cannot think the War Department 
wishes to take from it the troops that I carried into Kast Tennessee to 
meet a temporary and pressing emergency. 

May I ask an early answer to this ? 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 18, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. R. Lawton, 
Quartermaster-General, Richmond, Va..' 

GENERAL The want of shoes and blankets in this army continues 
to cause much suffering and to impair its efficiency. In one regi- 
ment, [am informed, there are only 50 men with serviceable shoes, 
and a brigade that recently went on picket was compelled to leave 
several hundred men in camp who were unable to bear the exposure 
of duty, being destitute of shoes and blankets. I have no doubt you 
are making every exertion in your power to supply our wants, but 
the condition of affairs makes me desirous to know the prospect for 
the future, as it is useless to bring more men into the field than we 
can equip for active duty. The supply by running the blockade has 
become so precarious that I think we should turn our attention 
chiefly to our own resources, and I should like to be informed how 
far the latter can be counted upon. I do not think that we now 
receive enough shoes and blankets to supply those worn out or lost 
in service, so that the evil is increasing upon us. I desire to aid 
the Department in every way in my power. I think I can do so to 
advantage if the material for making shoes can be furnished me, 
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Please inform me whether youcan provide the materials, and to what 
extent. I trust that no efforts will be spared to develop our own 
resources of supply, as a further dependence upon those from abroad 
can result in nothing but increased suffering and want. 
Tam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. \ 


Hpgrs. Cav. Corps, ARMY OF NORTHERN VA., 
January 18, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. FirzHuau L&E, 
Commanding Cavalry Division: p 

GENERAL: General Stuart directs me to say that he desires you to 
send the Ninth Virginia Cavalry at once to Essex or Middlesex 
County, to be accompanied by the quartermaster and commissary of 
the brigade, who will establish arrangements for obtaining supplies 
of beef, bacon, and other commissary stores from Richmond County 
and the other counties of the Northern Neck, collecting these stores 
in as large quantities as possible, with a view to distribution to other 
commands. 

You will instruct the colonel of the Ninth Virginia Cavalry to 
ascertain what are the capabilities of the counties of Essex and Mid- 
dlesex to sustain, in addition to his own regiment, the other two reg- 
iments of that brigade, and report the result of his investigation to 
you as early as possible. Direct him to use every necessary means 
to maintain the discipline of his command, and urge him to efforts 
to increase the numbers of his regiments by recruits, bringing into 
service all men whom he can get who are rendered liable to military 
service by recent acts of Congress. Certain arrangements must be 
made to pay all expenses incurred by the presence of the troops 
both at their present encampment and in Kssex County, so that no 
accounts may remain unsettled when the troops move from their 
encampments. Pending the report of Colonel Beale in reference to 
the quantity of supplies to be procured in Hssex County, it is contem- 
plated to send the Tenth and Thirteenth Virginia Cavalry across the 
James River to Cumberland County. In reference to this last and 
to General Wickham’s brigade General Stuart will send you further) 
instructions. These arrangements are made in‘accordance with sug- 
gestions made by you in an interview with General Stuart on yes- 
terday. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, January 18, 1864, 


Lieut. Gen. R. 8. EwWELt, 
Commanding, &e. : 

GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 15th, transmitting a 
communication to you from the Secretary of War, with your reply. 
I am glad to hear that you now experience no inconvenience from 
your injury, and hope you may continue to feel none. 
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Your answer to the Secretary is such as I would expect froma true 
soldier and patriot as yourself. But I cannot take upon myself to — 
decide in this matter. You are the proper person, on consultation — 


with your medical advisers. I do not know how much ought to be 
attributed to long absence from the field, general debility, or the result 
of your injury, but I was in constant fear during the last campaign 
that you would sink under your duties or destroy yourself. In either 
event injury might have resulted. I last spring asked for your ap- 
pointment provided you were able to take the field. You now know 
from experience what you have to undergo, and can best judge of 
your ability to endure it. I fear we cannot anticipate less labor than 
formerly. 

Wishing you every happiness, and that you may be able to serve 
the country to the last, 

Tam, very truly, yours, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., January 18, 1864. 


His Excellency R. Hawes, 
Governor of Kentucky, Richmond, Va. : 

Sir: Your letter of the 7th instant, urging that General J. S. 
Williams be assigned to a command, has been received and referred 
by the President to this Department. In reply, I have the honor to 
say that the difficulty which at present exists to assigning General 
Williams to command, in the pendency of charges against him, is 
understood, and will be appreciated by Your Excellency. They will, 
of course, have first to be disposed of, and every proper facility will 
be afforded by the Department for their investigation and decision. 
Without entering minutely into the abortive efforts which General 
Williams is represented to have made to obtain a proper command 
by raising troops, it may be sufficient to say that only in the case of 
the assignment of General Preston to General Marshall’s command, 
in preference to General Williams, has this Department been instru- 
mental in defeating his wishes, and strong considerations of policy 
connected with the relations held by General Preston to that portion 
of the country induced such preference. I do not understand either 
the merits of General Preston or the force of these considerations to 
be controverted. General Williams’ energy, enterprise, and local 
knowledge have not been unappreciated, as he has been made a 
brigadier-general, even when his command hardly entitled him to 
the position. If the arrangements of the commands of the military 
department rendered necessary the reduction of General Williams’ 
command it may be matter of regret, but should hardly be of com- 
plaint, by him or his friends. It is impossible to say in the contin- 
gencies of the service what command may be assigned to General 
Williams should the charges against him be, as it is hoped 
dissipated ; but I can only say no prejudice or want of appreciation 
by the Department shall operate against the due recognition of his 
claims or merits. 

Very respectfully, 


JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
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RICHMOND, VA., Janwary 18, 1864. 
| Maj. Gen. J. A. Earty, 
Harrisonburg, Va. : 
Major Bell has been ordered to issue shoes to Thomas’ brigade on 
requisition approved by you. 
A. R. LAWTON, 


Quartermaster- General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 19, 1864, 
His Excellency JEFFERSON Davis, 
President Confederate States : 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I beg leave to bring your attention again to the 
abuse of the right of volunteering by conscripts, and its effects upon 
the armies in the field. ‘ 

In this connection I have the honor to submit a letter* from Col- 
onel Preston, while commandant of the camp of instruction at Colum- 
bia, which he sent me in reply to a letter from me on this subject, 
written recently. It will show Your Excellency the difficulties that 
have attended an equal distribution of conscripts from the State of 
South Carolina among the various regiments in different armies, 
The evil still exists, and unless some change is made in the law or its 
execution there is little chance of recruiting the reduced regiments 
from that State, which are with the armies most actively engaged. 

The evil complained of is greater in South Carolina than in any 
other State, though it exists to some extent in all. The South Caro- 
lina regiments in this army are much reduced by hard service, and 
it has been found impossible to recruit them, principally, if not 
entirely, on account of the encouragement given to men to volunteer 
in regiments engaged in the defense of the Department of South 
Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, and the measures adopted in that 
department to retain conscripts. / 

As showing the effect of this system upon the regiments engaged 
in local defense, many of which have seen no active service, or very 
little, I call your attention to the strength of the following cavalry 
regiments now in the State of South Carolina, as represented by Gen- 
eral Hampton: Third Regiment (Colcock’s), about 1,100 men; Fourth 
(Rutledge’s), 1,350; Fifth (Dunovant’s), 1,200; Sixth (Aiken’s), 1,000. 
There are other organizations quite as full. 

It is a matter of great moment that the recruits for this army 
should reach it in full time for the coming campaign, and whatever 
is to be done to bring them out should be done without delay. As I 
understard the law, the right to volunteer ceases after enrollment, 
and I respectfully suggest that it be vigorously enforced, and that 
no more enrolled men be assigned to the regiments in the department, 
but that they be equally distributed among those in the armies of 
Virginia and Tennessee. 

If the Department of War has not the power to prevent this 
practice, I think Congress should at once confer it, as otherwise the 
service will suffer much. If nothing else can be done, I recommend 
that some of the full regiments in the Department of South Carolina, 
&c., be ordered to the field, and the reduced regiments sent to | 


* Not found. 


} 
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Charleston to recruit. This would at least restrain the disposition t 
volunteer in the former regiments. It is not the least evil that re} 
sults from the encouragement given to men to enter organizationy 
intended for local service that they acquire the idea that they haved 
right to remain in such service and desert when ordered to other 
points. I have already mentioned to Your Excellency the cases 0} 
the commands from Western Virginia when ordered to this army 
last summer, as illustrating this fact, and if the reports with refer} 
ence to the conduct of some of the troops sent from Charleston tq 
Vicksburg last summer be true, it would appear that the same caus 
has produced a like effect among them. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


| 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, | 
January 19, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. R. Lawton, ; 
Quartermaster-General, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: I desire to state more fully to you my views with ref 
erence to procuring a supply of shoes for the army, as I fear thai 
unless great efforts are made the return of the season of active oper 
ations will find a large numberof the men barefooted. 

It is the opinion of the quartermaster of this army that if we 
were supplied with tools and materials, from one-third tu one-hal 
of the army could be shod by the system of brigade shoemakers 
already brought to your attention. I am satisfied that this system 
can be made an important auxiliary of the department, and an 
anxious that some measure may be devised to procure leather in suf 
ficient quantities. I caused a requisition for the least amount tha’ 
we could get along with, viz, 37,500 pounds to be made, of which we 
have only received 8,000 or 9,000 pounds. I hope that the rest wil 
be forthcoming. I think there is leather, and enough, in the country 
concealed by speculators, of which we never hear until the enem) 
captures and destroys it. Such was the case at Salem, where Genera 
Averell reports that he destroyed cords of it. Such was also th 
case at Luray and Sperryville. That at Luray was inthe hands o 
a speculator named Borst, I am informed, who had concealed i 
there. 

If this leather cannot be had in any other way it should be im 
pressed. But before resorting to impressment I would much pre 
fer to resort to the system of exchanging hides for leather. Thi 
approaches nearer to a purchase on a specie basis, and would cer 
tainly draw out the leather from its concealment, and not have tha 
tendency to repress production which is one of the worst conse 
quences of impressment. I recommend that the prohibition agains 
such exchanges be removed from this army at least, in view of th 
vital importance of procuring a prompt supply of leather. Th 
result of the experiment would enable you to judge better of it 
merits, and afford a better idea of the amount of leather in th 
country than can be otherwise obtained. 

Should you resort to, impressment I advise that good men b 
selected to regulate it. Major Bell, quartermaster at Staunton, o 
Captain Phillips, assistant quartermaster at the same place, woul 
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manage the matter so as to prevent hardship and get as much as 
can be expected by that system. I think that we could be more ex- 
peditiously and certainly supplied by exchange, however. What- 
ever is to be done must be done without delay, as it is indispensable 
to the efficiency of the army in the approaching campaign. The 
leather will be placed in charge of active and vigilant officers in the 
brigade, who will see that none is wasted and that all is applied to 
the use of the troops. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


ORANGE CouRT-Housgh, January 19, 1864. 


General G. W. C. Lzz, 
Executive Department : 
Corse’s brigade had better be sent to Weldon, or some point on 
railroad to Wilmington. 
R. E. LEE. 


{Indorsement. ] 


JANUARY 20, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL : 

Order General Longstreet to send Corse’s brigade to Petersburg, 
replacing it, if necessary for his safety or communication, by some 
other forces of his command. Order in cipher. eres 

AAAS 


Secretary. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 19, 1864. * 
General R. 8. EWEL., 
Commanding Corps: 

’ GENERAL: I design sending General Hoke to North Carolina on 
special service with his brigade, and as it is much reduced I wish 
to increase it by the temporary addition of the Twenty-first Georgia, 
Doles’ brigade, and the Forty-third North Carolina Regiment, Dan- 
iel’s brigade. I select the Twenty-first Georgia in preference to a 
North Carolina regiment because it has been under General Hoke 
and has operated with the Forty-third North Carolina Regiment. 
But if General Hoke prefers to take a North Carolina regiment you 
can order it. I desire General Hoke to proceed on the 2Ist to 
Petersburg, and his brigade will be placed under the senior officer 
with orders to report to General Pickett at that place. Similar 
orders will be given to the commanders of the regiments named. 
I wish you to have them prepared with what is requisite for the field 
and be marched to Gordonsville, where they will take the trains to 
Richmond. They must take with them their cooking utensils and 
such tents as may be necessary. Their transportation will accom- 
pany them no farther than Gordonsville. I understand provisions 
are issued to the troops to include the 21st. If flour is in the hands 
of the men they had better cook it; if not, they can draw hard bread 
from the division commissary. I have directed that two days’ hard 
bread and meat be issued to the men at Gordonsville. Hoke’s bri- 
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gade will take the cars at Gordonsville Thursday, 21st, at 7 p. m. 
the Twenty-first Georgia and Forty-third North Carolina ‘W ednes-} 
day, 20th instant, at 7 p.m. To save time I will send the order} 
direct to General Rodes for the two latter regiments. Please give; 
the necessary orders, and direct General Hoke to call on me on hig 
way for instructions. — 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 2 

R. EK. LEE, A 

General. | 


Hpgrs. Cav. Corps, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 19, 1864, — 

Maj. Gen. WaDE HAmpPpron, 
Commanding Hampton’s Division: 

GENERAL: I desire you to make inquiry whether it will be advis- 
able to send the Fifth North Carolina Cavalry to the same section 
of country to which the Fourth Regiment has been ordered, to re- 
cuperate during the winter and return to this army by the 1st of 
April. 

i have consulted with the commanding general in reference to the 
other brigade, submitting your letter, and he is unwilling to spare: 
so much cavalry from the army. The regiments of this brigade) 
cannot, therefore, be sent south to recruit, but the commanding gen- 
eral agrees to the plan of keeping one brigade more in advance than 
the other, and the moving of one brigade east of the railroad down 
toward Essex. This arrangement I suppose you have already made. 
I am making every effort to procure additional wagons for your 
command, both for forage and ordnance trains, and hope to procure 
them in a few days. 

Colonel Cone promised me while recently in Richmond to send 
up boots and shoes for your command (Young’s brigade). I presume 
some have already been received. You will please inform me in 
reference to this, so that if they have not been received I can remind 
Colonel Cone of his promise. I found that Colonel Cone had al- 
ready sent you a number of tents; you will please inform me if they 
have been received, and whether the supply is adequate for the 
wants of the men. 

In reference to your recommendation to relieve the cavalry pick- 
ets down as far as Ely’s Ford by infantry, the commanding general 
will not accede to it; it is, however, within your power to contribute 
some to the relief of your horses by placing the dismounted battal- 
ions on this duty. 

The commanding general is unwilling for your temporary trans- 
fer to the Southwest; but while he would regret to lose your serv- 
ices would, nevertheless, approve your transfer if it is in accord- 
ance with your own desire to command under General Johnston, 
provided a suitable officer is sent to take your place. 

I desire to express my high gratification at the good order and 
military discipline in Gordon’s and Young’s brigades during my 
recent visit to them. The memorandum of cavalry in South Caro. 
linasfurnished by you was left with the commanding general for his 
consideration. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
Jo, Bas LUA TS 


Major-General. 


| 
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1CIAL, ORDERS, ) ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
IN.O.315; { Richmond, January 19, 1864. 
<ITX. The battalion of Maryland cavalry commanded by Lieut. Col. 
Brown will be designated as the First Maryland Cavalry; the 
talion of Maryland infantry, Lieut. Col. J. R. Herbert command- 
, will be designated as the Second Maryland Infantry ; the bat- 
y of artillery commanded by Capt. W. H. Griffin, to be desig- 
ted as the Second Maryland Artillery, together with such other 
npanies, battalions, squadrons, and regiments as may hereafter be 
led, raised, assigned, or transferred to it, are organized into the 
wyland Line, under the command of Col. Bradley T. Johnson, in 
rsuance of General Orders, No. 8, Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
l’s Office, 1862, and act of Congress approved February 15, 1862. 
l. Bradley T. Johnson is assigned to the duty of organizing and 
ruiting the Maryland Line. 
* * * * * * * 
sy command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General, 


HEADQUARTERS, January 20, 1864, 
s Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President Confederate States : 

ir. PRESIDENT : I have delayed replying to your letter of the 4th 
til the time arrived for the execution of the attempt on New Berne. 
egret very much that the boats on the Neuse and Roanoke are 
; completed. With their aid I think success would be certain. 
ithout them, though the place may be captured, the fruits of the 
sedition will be lessened and our maintenance of the command of 
» waters in North Carolina uncertain. I think every effort should 
made now to get them into service as soon as possible. You will see 
the inclosed letters to Generals Pickett and Whiting the arrange- 
nts made for the land operations. The water expedition I am 
ling to trust to Colonel Wood. If he can succeed in capturing 
» gun-boats I think success will be certain, as it was by aid from 
» water that I expected Hoke to be mainly assisted. 

n view of the opinion expressed in your letter, I would go to North 
rolina myself, but I consider my presence here always necessary, 
yecially now, when there is such a struggle to keep the army fed 
1 clothed. General Early is still in the valley. The enemy there 
3 been re-enforced by troops from Meade’s army, and [by] calling 
wn General Averell with his cavalry. I do not know what their 
entions are. Report from General Early yesterday stated that 
‘erell with his cavalry had started for Moorefield. I will, however, 
to North Carolina if you think it necessary. General Fitz. Lee 
yught out of Hardy 110 prisoners, 250 horses and mules, 27 wagons, 
1 460 head of cattle. He captured 40 wagons, but 13 turned over 
the mountains and had to be abandoned. He had also to leave 
ind between 100 and 200 head of cattle. The difficulties he encoun- 
ed were very great, owing to the extreme cold, ice, storms, &c. 
arly all his men were frost-bitten, some badly ; many injured by 
. falling of their horses. He got within 6 miles of Paddytown, but 
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could not cross the mountains, owing to the icy roads and the smooth- — 
ness of his horses. He could take with him neither artillery nor 
wagons. ; 
Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. — 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


HEADQUARTERS, January 20, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. GEoRGE E. PICKETT, 
Commanding, &c., Petersburg, Va.: 

GENERAL: From all the information I have received I think the 
garrison at New Berne can be captured, and | wish it tried, unless 
upon close examination you find it impracticable. You can use 
for that purpose Barton’s, Kemper’s, Corse’s, and as much of 
Ransom’s brigades as you can draw to that point. I shall send, 
in addition, Hoke’s brigade from this army. General Hoke is 
familiar with the vicinity of New Berne, has recently returned 
from a visit to that country, and it is mainly upon his informa- 
tion that my opinion has been formed. He will hand you this 
letter, and explain to you the general plan, which, at this distance, 
appears to me the best. You can modify it according to circum- 
stances developed by investigation and your good judgment. It is 
proposed that General Barton shall pass south of Trent River 
and attack the forces said to be stationed behind Brice’s Creek, get 
possession of the railroad to Beaufort, cut off re-enforcements from 
that quarter, and take the town in reverse. General Hoke will 
move down between the Trent and the Neuse, endeavor to surprise 
the troops on Batchelder’s Creek, silence the guns in the Star fort and 
batteries near the Neuse, and penetrate the town in that direction. 
Whitford’s battalion, or such other force as may be designated, to 
move down north of the Neuse, occupy, if they cannot capture, Fort 
Anderson, at Barrington Ferry, and endeavor to take in flank with 
the batteries the line south of the Neuse, so as to lighten Hoke’s 
work. The night previous to the land attack, Colonel Wood, of the 
Navy, with 200 men in boats, will descend the Neuse, and endeavor 
to surprise and capture the gun-boats in that river, and by their aid 
drive the enemy from their guns. General Whiting will be requested 
on the day appointed for the attack to threaten Swansborough with 
the troops he has north of the Cape Fear, so as to fix the attention 
of the enemy at Morehead City, &c., and to co-operate otherwise in 
the general plan. Everything will depend upon the secrecy, expedi- 
tion, and boldness of your movements. General Barton should move 
first, and be strong enough to resist any combination of the forces 
from New Berne and Beaufort. The cavalry had better accompany 
him to cut the telegraph and railroad, gain information, &c. Gen- 
eral Hoke with his own brigade should move next, the force north 
of the Neuse to keep pace with him. Colonel Wood will attend to 
his part. If successful, everything in New Berne should be sent 
back to a place of security. In that event, too, it is hoped that by 
the aid of the gun-boats water transportation can be secured, the 
enemy driven from Washington, Plymouth, &c., and much subsist- 
ence for the army obtained. I wish you, therefore, to follow up 
your success. It will also have the happiest effect in North Caro- 
lina and inspire the people. I propose Major Dearing for the com- 
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id of the artillery of the expedition. With the two battalions 
\Longstreet’s corps, near Petersburg, there should be twelve 
under Parrotts and two 20-pounder Parrotts. Two 20-pounder 
rotts will be sent from Richmond. At Kinston I understand 
re are four Napoleons and one 3-inch rifle. From Branch’s bat- 
on I hope you will get more rifled guns, of which, if possible, you 
uld have about twenty, and as many Napoleons as you desire. 
> guns and ammunition must be sent by railroad, and the horses 
the common route. See that you have a sufficiency of ammuni- 
1 and subsistence. I wish you also not to interrupt the general 
vel on the railroad, but to use the empty trains going south for 
transportation of troops, &c. When the day of attack is fixed 
ify General Whiting. If you have to use the telegraph, merely 
, ‘The day is”—name the day of the month ; he will comprehend. 
mmit nothing to the telegraph that may disclose your purpose. 
u must deceive the enemy as to your purpose, and conceal it from 
citizens. As regards the concentration of troops, you may put 
mm the ground of apprehension of an attack from New Berne. 
neral Hoke will give out that he is going to arrest deserters and 
ruit his diminished regiments. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. E. LEE, 
General. 


[Inclosure No. 2. 


HEADQUARTERS, January 20, 1864, 
neral W. H. C. WHITING, 
Commanding at Wilmington, N. C.: 
YENERAL: An attack on New Berne is contemplated by the forces 
ler command of General Pickett. The time will be between the 
h and 30th instant. I request that you will give all the assist- 
e in your power, especially by threatening simultaneously with 
ir troops north of the Cape Fear the enemy’s positions at More- 
d City, &c., so as to prevent their re-enforcing New Berne. Gen- 
| Pickett will telegraph you the day, by which you will know 
at is meant. Commit nothing to the telegraph on the subject, 
| keep the matter secret.* 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. EH. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS, January 20, 1864. 

1eral R. FY. HOKE: 
tENERAL : I desire you to proceed to-morrow to Petersburg and 
ange with General Pickett for the transportation of the troops, 
is, &c., to Kinston. Your brigade will follow you in the evening, 
| I desire that it pass through Richmond at once toward its desti- 
ion. Upon completing the business concerning which you have 
1 instructions, you will take some convenient position in North 
olina and recruit your regiments. Communicate with the enroll- 

officers in the State and endeavor to get conscripts and recruits. 
cover your movement you will give out that it is for the purpose 


See also copy of this letter as furnished by Brigadier-General Martin, p. 87, 
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of arresting deserters and absentees and recruiting your brigade, 
On arriving at Petersburg you will deliver to General Pickett the — | 
orders with which you are charged, and explain to him fully the | 
plan of operations. Report to me your progress 1n collecting troops | 
for your brigade, your position, &c. See strictly to the comfort and 
health of your men, as well as to their discipline and instruction. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEH, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 20, 1864. 


General A. R. Lawton, 
Quartermaster-General : 


GENERAL: I design sending General Hoke to North Carolina on 
special service. About 1,000 of his men will leave Gordonsville this 
evening about 7 p. m. for Richmond, and the remainder, about the 
same number, to-morrow evening, 21st. I have divided them in 
order that they might take the down freight trains, so as not to inter- 
fere with the supply of provisions for this army. Irequest that you 
will forward them to Petersburg to General Pickett, who will give 
them further orders. They can march from Richmond to Peters- 
burg, if more convenient, but you will have to forward their camp 
equipage. I shall direct General Pickett, in forwarding them on, to 
employ the empty trains going south and endeavor not to embarrass 
the transportation of supplies on the road. Please make arrange- 
ments to pass them right through Richmond. Each regiment will 
be in charge of its commanding officer. General Hoke will see to 
their conveyance from Petersburg. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS, January 20, 1864. 
Col. Joun Tayvtor Woop: 
COLONEL: General Hoke’s brigade will leave to-morrow evening. 
He himself will precede it to Petersburg to arrange for its transpor- 
tation and for that of the guns, &c. He carries orders for General 
Pickett. I have endeavored to anticipate everything. If you want 
any help from the military call upon General Pickett, and this will 
be your warrant. If you get possession of the gun-boats turn their 
guns on the batteries on the Neuse, to facilitate Hoke’s advance. 
Should the place fall, secure all the water transportation you can for 
the movement of troops and supplies. Urge the completion of the 
gun-boats on the Roanoke and Neuse, that they may become availa- 
ble as soon as possible. 
Wishing you_all success, and commending you to the care of a 
merciful Providence, 
Iam, very truly, yours, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


Bin wn / 


Cuap. XLV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETO.—CONPEDERATE. 1105 


PETERSBURG, January 20, 1864. 
General S. CoopEr: 
Following telegrams just received from General Ransom: 


WELDON, January 20, 1864. 
Colonel Jones, Thirty-fifth North Carolina Infantry, has this moment reported 
the enemy 5,000 strong (doubtful) moving on him. I have ordered the Twenty- 
fourth [North Carolina| from Tarborough to support him, and shall run down my- 
self to attend the matter. The other arrangements you directed are being made. 


Second : 


General Hoke informed me on Saturday that he was ordered to relieve Faison, of 
the Fifty-sixth [North Carolina] Regiment, and that he would send them to me. 
Faison has just sent in a requisition of ordnance, and holds himself at High Point 
ready to move. If Faison and his regiment are to be returned to this place there is 
no use in sending ammunition to him. Please have the proper inquiry made at 
Richmond, and advise me. 


If the Fifty-sixth is to join General Ransom, please telegraph them 
at once, as they are needed. 
GH. PICKET E. 


RICHMOND, January 20, 1864. 
General SAMUEL JONES: 
Military possession must be taken of the Kast Tennessee road, and 
Mr. Owen, of the Virginia and Tennessee road, be appointed military 
superintendent. Have inventory taken of all property, locomotives, 
cars, and machinery by a board of officers. Send all damaged loco- 
motives or cars for repair to the workshops of Virginia and Ten- 
nessee road. I will write. 
JAS. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Dublin, January 20, 1864. 


R. L. Owen, Ksq., 
President of Virginia and Tennessee Railroad, Lynchburg: 

Sir: The Secretary of War directs me to take military possession 
of the Kast Tennessee and Virginia Railroad and appoint you mili- 
tary superintendent. He further directs that I appoint a board of 
officers to take an inventory of all the property, locomotives, cars, 
and machinery, and send damaged locomotives and cars for repairs 
to the workshops of the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad. 

Please procure all information you can as to the property of all 
kinds belonging to the East Tennessee and Virginia Railroad, and 
where it may be found, and inform me. If you can do so, please 
come here without delay. The Secretary’s telegram was in cipher, 
so say nothing of this. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


40 R R—VOL XXXIII 
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RICHMOND, January 20, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES: 
If in your command, send Corse’s brigade immediately to Peters- 


burg, where it is required for an emergency, replacing it if necessary — 


for your safety or communications by some other forces of your com- 
mand. General Longstreet has been telegraphed to same effect. 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


[JANUARY 20, 1864. ] 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President of Confederate States : 

The undersigned, members of the Legislature from the upper val- 
ley and southwestern portions of the State of Virginia, would most 
respectfully represent to Your Excellency that the sections of the 
State from which they come produces a large surplus of horses, cat- 
tle, hogs, grain, and hay, and that nearly all the iron, salt, and lead 
manufactured in the Confederate States is made in that section. 

The recent raid of the enemy into it has produced a general feel- 
ing of insecurity, so much so that if an additional force is not sent 
for the defense of that section a considerable part of the population 
will emigrate to other parts of the Confederacy, and thereby greatly 
reduce the production. We are sincerely of the opinion that as soon 
as the condition of the roads and water-courses will admit of it the 
enemy will invade our section for the purpose of destroying the iron- 
works and other manufactories, and particularly for the purpose of 
destroying the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad, thereby greatly 
PEE our means to prosecute the war to a successful termina- 

ion. 

We are satisfied that the force now on that line is wholly inade- 
quate to its defense, and we respectfully request that such addi- 
tional forces may be sent as re-enforcements as will effectually secure 
that result. From the valley of the Kanawha to the Virginia and 
Tennessee Railroad several ranges of lofty mountains intervene. 
There are but few passes in these mountains through which a 
mounted force with artillery can pass. If these were sufficiently 
fortified and garrisoned it would require a much larger force of the 
enemy than any he has heretofore had at his command in that sec- 
tion in order to enable him to make a successful invasion. We 
earnestly and respectfully ask that the prayer of this petition will 
receive from Your Excellency that consideration which its impor- 
tance demands. 

[Signed by] John T. Anderson, of Botetourt and Craig ; Ro. M. 
Wiley, senator from Roanoke and Botetourt district ; Mason Math- 
ews, delegate from Greenbrier County ; Cyrus P. Bryan, delegate 
from Alleghany and Bath Counties ; A. C. Cummings, delegate from 
Washington County; Green James, delegate from Botetourt County; 
James C. Taylor, senator thirty-ninth senatorial district: A. J. De- 
yerle, delegate from Roanoke; D. G. Douthat, delegate from Mont- 
gomery; Isaac Goodykoontz, delegate from Floyd; R. T. Bowan 
delegate from Tazewell; George Graham, delegate from Washington: 
James H. Horton, delegate from Scott; John H. Thompson, Smyth 
County; J. M. Ferguson, Wayne County; Samuel J. Mullins, delegate 
Henry County; David Miller, delegate Lee, Scott, and Wise; Wilson 
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uively, delegate Monroe; James B. Johnson, delegate Carroll; John 
3. Draper, delegate Pulaski County; I. A. Alderson, senator from 
Greenbrier district; R. M. Bates, senator from forty-second senatorial 
district ; William Frazier, senator from Rockbridge district ; Boli- 
var Christian, senator from Augusta district. 

I concur fully in the necessity of the defense suggested in the 


foregoing petition. ” 
SAML. PRICE. 


[First indorsement. ] 


JANUARY 23, 1864. 


Respectfully referred to General R. EH. Lee for remarks, &c. 
lke 19 


‘ [Second indorsement. | 


HEADQUARTERS, January 26, 1864. 

I think it more important that the troops now in West Virginia 
should be more thoroughly organized and disciplined than increased. 
Without the latter, numbers will avail but little. The troops should 
be kept in the field, instructed, and inspired with confidence; other- 
wise we shall meet with continued disaster. The enemy is now much 
emboldened, and on the opening of spring another advance on his 
part may be expected. The only additional force that I know of 
that can be sent to that department is the Fifty-fourth Virginia Regi- 
ment, Colonel Trigg, and the Sixty-third, Colonel Dunn. These 
regiments are now with General Johnston’s army. They were orig- 
inally sent to re-enforce General Buckner in Hast Tennessee, and 
thus got to the Army of Tennessee. I understand they are much 
reduced in numbers. Many of the absentees from these regiments 
are now in West Virginia, and might be gotten to their regiments if 
returned to the State. The regiments might otherwise be recruited. 
I recommend these or their equivalent be sent to that department. 

R. KE. LEE, 
General. 
P. $8.—The troops now under General Ransom (Wharton’s, Jack- 


son’s (Tennessee), and W. HK. Jones’ brigades) may in the spring be 
returned to that department. + he 


DUBLIN, January 20, 1864. 
General S8. COOPER: 

Your telegram of this date received. Lieutenant-General Long- 
street has assumed command of all my troops in East Tennessee, 
including Corse’s brigade. 

SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Dublin, January 20, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 
Str: I am informed on good authority that immediately after 
Brigadier-General Averell returned to his base of operations from 
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his raid to Salem he commenced preparations for another offensive 
movement on a larger scale.. He has been remounting the com- 
mand (four regiments and a battalion and six field pieces of artillery) 
which he has heretofore operated with, and in addition is mounting 
three other regiments, viz, the Sixth, Tenth, and Twelfth West 
Virginia Regiments. There are, besides, three or four regiments and 
a field battery at and near Beverly to co-operate with him. There 
are eleven regiments and two field batteries of six guns each in the 
Kanawha Valley. Two of those regiments are mounted and they 
are actively engaged mounting others, which are to constitute the 
cavalry brigade of Brigadier-General Duffié. 

I have information from various sources of the intention of the 
enemy to make another raid on the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad 
as soon as it can be made, and I have no doubt of their purpose to 
persevere in their efforts to cut and destroy this line of communica- 
tion, the iron and lead mines and the salt-works. If they cannot 
accomplish their purpose this winter, they will no doubt endeavor 
to occupy Greenbrier and Monroe early in the spring, and make 
them their base of operations on this road. They know as well as 
you do how inadequate the force I have is for the protection of this 
department. 

I deem it my duty to lay this information before you and invite 
your attention to my letters of the 26th of December last and 17th 
instant to you, and my letter of the 29th December last to the 
Adjutant and Inspector General, and respectfully but earnestly ask 
that at least the troops I carried to Kast Tennessee in September and 
October last and the Fifty-fourth and Sixty-third Virginia Regi- 
ments of infantry be returned to me. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


[First indorsement. ] 


Place within the other letters referred to and submit to the Presi- 
dent for his consideration and instructions to me. 


J. ALS: 


[Second indorsement. } 


JANUARY 28, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to the President. 
General Jones’ letters of the 26th and 29th December, 1863, are 
pean transmitted.* The letter of January 17 was sent up on 
e 22d. 
I shall be pleased to receive instructions on the subject presented. 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


(Third indorsement. ] 


SECRETARY OF WAR:. 


It is desirable to increase the force in Western Virginia; whether 
the mode proposed is the best may be doubted. General Longstreet 
is in command in front of the salt-works, and may be relied on to 
cover the approaches west of the Guyandotte. The subject of the 
distribution of troops will require further consideration. 

J. D. 


= 


*See inclosures Nos. 1 and 2, 
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Hpg@rs. DEPT. OF WESTERN VA. AND East TENN., 
Dublin, December 26, 1863. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Str: I am informed that a large portion of the enemy’s cavalry, 
recently in Hast Tennessee, is now in Kentucky and near the Virginia 
line. | think it highly probable that they contemplate a raid on the 
salt-works and lead mines. I therefore respectfully suggest that the 
infantry and a part of the artillery of Major-General Ransom’s com- 
mand be placed in position to guard those works and this line of rail- 
road. Oneregiment of Brigadier-General Wharton’s brigade is sta- 
tioned near Saltville. I think it advisable that the other part of the 
brigade be placed at or near Glade Springs. 

To defend this line of road against the raid on Salem, which I 
apprehended would be much more extensive and destructive than it 
proved to be, I ordered Major-General Ransom to send his infantry 
to Bristol, from which point it could have been moved by railroad 
to the point where their services might have been needed. 

Ransom referred my order to Lieutenant-General Longstreet, under 
whose orders he was acting, who declined sending the troops, and 
informed me that Ransom’s command was under his orders, as he 
(Longstreet) conceived, by authority of the President. Hence I can 
give no orders to that portion of my troops. I therefore make the 
foregoing suggestions to you for such action as you may think proper. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


{Indorsement. ] 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 

What orders have been given by the President placing Major-Gen- 
eral Ransom’s command under General Longstreet’s command? I 
cannot judge without such. 

JAS. 


{Inclosure No. 2.] 


Hpqgrs. DEPT. OF WESTERN VA. AND Hast TENN., 
Dublin, December 29, 1863. 


General S. COOPER, 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen., C. S. Army, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: The recent raid on Salem shows, I think, very clearly 
the importance of having on this line of railroad a force adequate to 
its protection. I have been satisfied ever since I assumed comman<| 
in this department of the importance of keeping a regular force 
directly on this road, and placed such a force on it last spring. But 
in July last, under orders from the War Department, I was obliged 
to send that force away, and have not been ablesince then to replace it. 

Under the conviction that it is important to keep some regular 
force on this road, I respectfully and earnestly recommend that the 
Fifty-fourth and Sixty-third Virginia Regiments, now serving with 
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the army lately commanded by General Bragg, be ordered to report | 
to me for duty, that I may employ them to protect this important 
line. Both of those regiments were under my command a year ago. 
The Fifty-fourth was sent last spring, under orders from the War 
Department, to East Tennessee. About the Ist of September last, 
under an urgent call from Major-General Buckner, which you _de- 
sired me to comply with, I sent the Sixty-third Regiment to Hast 
Tennessee for temporary duty, as [supposed. They both, I think, 
belong properly to my command. The exigencies of the service 
have caused them to be temporarily detached. They have rendered — 
valuable and distinguished service under General Bragg, and are — 
now greatly reduced in numbers. I think the interest of the service ~ 
will be promoted by bringing them back to this department, where 
they were raised and organized. 

The senior officer of the two regiments, Col. R. C. Trigg, of the 
Fifty-fourth, is an officer of great merit, who distinguished himself 
at Chickamauga by his gallantry and good conduct, and is held in 
high esteem by the officers under whom he has served, is thoroughly 
acquainted with this section of country, and I think could aid 
materially in its defense. 

If those two regiments are brought here I am sure they can render 
most valuable aid in protecting this section of country. As they 
are from this section of country I believe that under the laws which 
it is understood will be passed by the present Congress they can be 
filled up nearly if not quite to the maximum by the opening of spring. 
lt is probable they will diminish rather than increase in strength 
where they are are. 

I earnestly commend my suggestion to the favorable consideration 
of the War Department. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
SAM. JONKS, 
Major-General. 


{Indorsement. | 


JANUARY 2, 1864. 

Respectfully submitted to Secretary of War. 

I do not see how these regiments can be separated from General 
Johnston’s command at this time, and I think it would be hazardous 
to return them to Western Virginia, where they were recruited, for 
the purpose of filling their ranks and remaining in that section, as 
experience has shown that where regiments are stationed in sections 
where they are enlisted military discipline is apt to be loose, by the 
men straggling to visit their homes and families, and this has proven 
to be the case to some extent in Western Virginia. Corse’s brigade, 
of Pickett’s division, was sent to General Jones some time since, 
and will supply in numbers the two absent regiments referred to. 
{ know not where troops can be obtained to supply this requisition 


of General Jones. 
a [S. COOPER, | 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


TAs eh 
Secretary. 


Approved. 


CONFEDERATE. Tit 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 21, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. A. EARLy, 
Commanding, &c., Staunton, Va.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 11th instant, with General Rosser’s 
dispatch inclosed, is received. 

I hope that you will bear in mind the great importance of obtain- 
ing supplies of subsistence for the army. I fully appreciate the 
great difficulties that attended the late expedition to Hardy and 
Hampshire, and have no doubt that the men brought out all the 
cattle that they could under the circumstances; but I am informed 
by Major Hawks and others that there are many cattle in that 
region still which might be obtained, and which we should spare no 
effort to get. Owing to the condition of the roads and the intense 
cold, rendering rapid movements necessary, those parts of the 
country where most of the cattle are said to be were not visited. 
The cattle brought out were obtained generally on the line of 
march, as 1am informed by Major Gilmor. In sending any expedi- 
tion into that country, care should be taken to select men well 
acquainted with it, and who know where the cattle are to be found. 
I desire that if you find the weather and roads unsuitable for the 
movements of an organized body of troops you will endeavor to get 
all the cattle, &c., that can be brought out by intelligent and active 
indiyiduals, giving them all the assistance in your power. Maj. A. 
H. Johnson, commissary of subsistence, Harrisonburg; Captain 
Coontz, assistant commissary of subsistence, New Market; and 
Captain Ross, of Gilmor’s battalion, have been named to me as well 
qualified to aid in this work, by their energy, intelligence, and 
knowledge of the resources of the country. I wish you to put 
them and other suitable persons at this important business as soon 
as possible. 

Ihave just received a letter from General Sedgwick, dated the 
20th instant, which shows that he is present himself on the other 
side of the Rapidan, commanding in the absence of General Meade. 
How much of his corps has been sent to the valley is uncertain. 
Some reports say a brigade, others a division, and others still a 
brigade and a division. The camps are said to be still standing, so 
that it is certain that the whole corps has not gone. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 


General. 


STAUNTON, VA., January 21, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. A. EARLY, 
Commanding Valley District, Harrisonburg, Va.: 

GENERAL : I last night received your letter of yesterday, giving 
me instructions. I brought my assistants along with me, with the 
consent of Generals Ewell and Lee, and I have obtained quarters in 
Staunton, where I can keep them at work and supervise them once 
a week at least. 

I have a surveyed map of Rockbridge County, and also a survey 
of portions of Augusta, Bath, and Alleghany Counties, and I shall 
have them at once put together by my assistants, and so forward the 
work assigned me. I am now making tracings of the maps I have 
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to take along with me, that I may verify them ; that and other | 
necessary preparations will occupy the rest of this week, and on 
Monday I shall start, and go first along the line of the North Mount- 
ain, by the road nearest to it on the east, and go as far as where the 
road from the Sweet Springs to Fincastle crosses the same mountain, 
then come back by the nearest line of parallel roads on the west of 
the North Mountain, and so back and forth until I reach the Alle- 
ghany Mountains, as I suppose by so doing I shall be able best to 
comply with your orders. Of course, I shall examine all the cross- 
ings of the mountains from one parallel valley to another. I think 
I had better make the main road from Harrisonburg, through 
Staunton, Lexington, Buchanan, and Fincastle, on to Salem, the 
limit of the map on the southeast ; the road from Dry River Gap to 
Harrisonburg and the Parkersburg road from Staunton westward 
the limit on the northeast; the Alleghany Mountains the limit on 
the northwest, and the road leading from the White Sulphur Springs 
via the Sweet Springs to Salem the limit on the southwest, making 
a section of country 100 miles long and 40 wide, as shown in the. in- 
closed tracing.* Such, I understand, is the intention of your orders 
when you ask for ‘‘a map of Augusta and Rockbridge from Staun- 
ton and Lexington westward, and the counties’ adjoining them on 
the west,” and ‘‘ascertain the routes from Covington to Lexington, 
Buchanan, Fincastle, and Salem.” <All the materials from Staunton 
northeast to the proposed line are now ready to my hand, and only 
need reduction. If this boundary is not the one you desire, please 
specify to me a limit. I need a courier or cavalryman to go along 
with me; it expedites my observations much to have some one to 
send to ascertain names of houses, &c., while I am taking notes and 
sketching topography. A courier of Major Allan’s (A. D. Moore) 
desires to accompany me, and General Ewell and Major Allan have 
consented for him to come, but General Lee has referred the matter 
to you. I will be obliged to youif you will approve it. I have 
asked Colonel Imboden. to let one of his men accompany me next 
week, which will, I hope, meet with your approval. I have always 
had a courier sent with me when on such duty. 

I propose to construct the map on a scale of yeesa5 or ay Of an 
inch to the mile. My address will be Staunton. 

Tam, general, your obedient servant, 
JED. HOTCHKISS, 
Captain and Topographical Engineer, Second Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 21, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Commanding, &e.: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 17th instant is received, and I return 
my thanks for the cattle and beef you have furnished. Our necessity 
is great, and I hope they will soon arrive. It is necessary to make 
every exertion to procure supplies in order to keep our armies in the 
field. Hverything in the way of subsistence that can be brought out 
of the enemy’s lines by secret means should be procured. But, in 
addition to this, | want you to try and ascertain where there are cat- 


* Not found. 
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tle, sheep, hogs, &c., that might be obtained by sending a force 
after them. If I can learn of these in sufficient quantities to justify 
an expedition, I will send one, if it is in my power. Be cautious in 
receiving reports on this subject, as they are apt to be exaggerated 
or made without accurate observation. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. EK. LEE, 
General, 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 21, 1864. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: During the past year Major Mosby, of the Partisan Rangers, 
has been very active in harassing the rear of the Federal army 
operating in Northern Virginia. He is zealous, bold, and skillful, 
and with very small resources has accomplished a great deal. I beg 
leave therefore to recommend his promotion to be leutenant-colonel, 
under the act approved April 21, 1862, authorizing the President to 
commission such officers as he may deem proper, with authority to 
form bands of partisan rangers, in companies, battalions, or regi- 
ments. Ido this in order to show him that his services have been 
appreciated, and to encourage him to still greater activity and zeal. 

I inclose two reports* of his operations since January 1. Besides 
these two attacks there have been two others, the reports of which 
have not reached me. You wili see that he has commenced the new 
year with considerable zeal. 

lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 21, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. : . 

Sir: The supply of subsistence for the army is a matter of vital 
moment, and is now the chief subject of anxiety tome. Iam using 
every means in my power to meet the wants of the troops, so 
far as can be done by bringing out cattle, &c., from within the 
lines of the enemy, but my efforts have not been attended with the 
suecess I hoped for, owing to the extreme difficulty of military oper- 
ations in the regions to which expeditions have been sent. But with 
the most favorable results those means cannot be depended upon for 
regular and permanent supplies, and I have given much thought to 
the subject of bringing out those in the hands of our people. The 
Commissary Department is unable to do this effectually with the 
agencies now employed. I believe there isa great amount of sub- 
sistence in the hands of the people, many having laid in stores to 
serve them for along period. This isin part owing to the condition 
of the currency, as the people prefer to hoard supplies rather than 
money, which fluctuates so rapidly that they cannot depend upon it 


*See p. 9 for only report found bearing date prior to January 21, 


\ 
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for purchasing to meet future necessities. The system of impress-— 
ment, though absolutely necessary, is very objectionable in many 


ways, and not calculated to bring out fully the resources of the By 
country. If we had coin to offer for provisions! believethatenough | 


would come forward. I have thought that the money or credit that _ 


was employed to purchase subsistence abroad, to be brought in 


through the blockade, might be more safely and efficaciously em- 


ployed to procure that which is in the hands of our people. If there a 


be any funds abroad or credit which the Government can command 
for this purpose, it has occurred to me that it would be welltocall for _ 
proposals to furnish rations to be paid for in foreign exchangein such 
sums as may be determined upon. Private enterprise would thus be 


stimulated to collect supplies inaccessible to the purchasing and 


impressing officers, and the spirit of avarice that is now the worst 
enemy of the country would be enlisted in its service. The con- 
tracts should be awarded to the lowest bidder, and facilities for trans- 


portation offered by the Government to reduce the price. I feel 3 


convinced that the result would be favorable, and I think that, if 
possible, it should be tried, even at the expense of the abandonment 
of any employment of the means of the Government abroad that is 
not equally necessary to the maintenance of the army. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. HE. LEE, 


General. 


oe 


ORANGE CourRT-HOUSE, January 22, 1864, 
General 8S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 

Your telegram of yesterday received. General Hoke went on 
yesterday with full instructions concerning the troops you alluded 
to. He probably reached Petersburg last evening. 

R. E. LEH, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 22, 1864 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 
Sir: A regular supply of provisions to the troops in this army 
is amatter of great importance. Short rations are having a bad 
effect upon the men, both morally and physically. Desertions to 
the enemy are becoming more frequent, and the men cannot con- 
tinue healthy and vigorous if confined to this spare diet for any 
length of time. Unless there is a change, I fear the army can- 
not be kept effective, and probably cannot be kept together. I am 
granting furloughs at the rate of sixteen for each company of 
100 men, and eight for every company of 50 men, and other com- 
panies in proportion. This alleviates the matter to some extent, but 
these furloughs cannot be continued with safety longer than the 
opening of spring, nor increased without embarrassing the railroads 
in the country. It is absolutely necessary that the army should be 
properly fed. The present distribution of the supplies purchased by 
the Commissary Department does not effect the object. I recom- 
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| mend, therefore, that that portion of the Army Regulations, No. 
1127, which authorizes commissaries to sell to officers for the use of 
| their families be rescinded. I am confident that a large amount of 


supplies will thus be saved for the subsistence of the Army. At 


Richmond, Petersburg, Wilmington, Charleston, Savannah, Au- 


gusta, Atlanta, Mobile, and a multitude of minor posts, many 
thousand rations are consumed for officers’ families. This regula- 
tion was copied from the U.S. Army, where it was intended as a 
measure of necessity for the subsistence of officers and families on 
the frontier. The privilege was not designed to be used by those 
officers stationed in cities, where the market was open to all. The 
regulation is liable to much abuse, especially at the minor posts, 
which are very numerous, and causes great dissatisfaction among 
the people, who assert that their tithes, instead of going to the sup- 
port of the Army, are consumed by the families of the officers. The 
posts are now so attractive that there is a constant effort to create 
new ones, or to accumulate officers at those already established. The 
change of the regulation would arrest these abuses and place the 
officers at posts on a nearer equality with those in the field. They 
should make the same arrangements to provide for their families 
which their comrades in the field are compelled to make, with less 
opportunity. I hope this matter will receive your early attention. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. EK. LEE, 
General. 


{First indorsement. ] 


BUREAU OF SUBSISTENCE, 
Richmond, January 27, 1864. 

Respectfully returned to Secretary of War. 

In respect to the vital importance of sufficient food for the Army 
of Northern Virginia and the ill effects of ‘‘ short rations” now rep- 
resented by General Lee, I refer to my letter to you in response to 
his communication of 21st ultimo, recommending the purchase of 
meat with coin or sterling exchange. In my judgment, his reasoning 
on this subject is as erroneous as was that against the exercise of the 
power of impressment vested by law in the general commanding. 
General Lee now recommends that officers be no longer allowed to pur- 
chase from commissaries supplies for themselves and their families, 
first, because a large quantity will be thus saved for the troops; sec- 
ond, that the regulation allowing it was taken from those of the old 
service, which was then made to enable officers at frontier posts to pro- 
vide for their families, but was not designed for the benefit of those 
stationed in cities, where the markets are open to all; third, that the 
people are much dissatisfied, believing that the tithes are consumed 
by the officers congregated at small posts; fourth, that this induce- 
ment causes a constant effort to create new posts and more officers 
than are needed. Frontier posts generally afford a better chance of 
obtaining bread and meat than the cities mentioned by General Lee 
do now, and the commissariat has no superfluities tofurnish. Noth- 
ing that is not issued to men is sold to officers. There is no doubt 
that some abuses occur which should be corrected when. discovered. 
The creation of new posts should never be permitted when not nec- 
essary, and this bureau sees no difficulty in preventing the accumu- 
lation of officers at posts when not needed or of dispersing them by 
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direct methods. At present rate of mere breadstuffs, flour, and meal, . a 
in the cities mentioned by General Lee, an officer’s pay will not pur- | 


chase much, and those who are stationed at posts remote from their | 
homes must either become inextricably in debt or resign. Officers | 


in the field have left their families at home. I recommend that the ~ 
sale of meat be stopped to the families of officers assigned to posts 


by order of the Secretary of War, but that those who have their 


families with them be allowed to purchase other supplies under the — “ 


same rules as heretofore. The virtual nullification of the impress- 
ment law by the action of States, corporations, and courts, and the 
directions of the Secretary of War to purchase on the best terms 
possible, lessens very much the benefit of the privilege. 
L. B. NORTHROP, 
Commissary-General. 


[Second indorsement.] 


The proposed restriction to the sale of meat to officers at posts is 


approved.°* 
J tA ds; 
Secretary. 
(Third indorsement. ] 


OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE, 
February 9, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to Secretary of War. 
As there is a bill pending in Congress on this subject, [recommend 
that action hereon be suspended temporarily, but that the Secretary 
order an inspection to be made, so that the number of officers be re- 


duced at the posts. if General Lee’s complaint is well founded in, 


reference to that point. 


: 13. BaNORDHROPR; 
Commissary-General of Subsistence. 


[Fourth indorsement. ] 


FEBRUARY 11, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL : 
Let an inspection such as the Commissary-General recommends 
be ordered. 
J. A. S., 
Secretary. 


JANUARY 22, 1864. 
Col. C. F. M. Garnett, 


Commissioner, &e. : 

CoLONEL: I am instructed by the honorable Secretary of War to 
inform youthat he deems the present time favorable to a renewed 
attempt for saving the iron from the railroad between Fredericks- 
burg and Aquia Creek, and to call upon you to take the steps neces- 
sary to effect this object. 

The condition of things in East Tennessee is such as to invite a 
prompt and vigorous effort to save the iron from the Rogersville 
Branch Railroad. This section of country is now within our lines, 
and sufficiently protected to admit of the operations of a working 
party employed on the removal of the iron, whilst the reconstruction 
of the bridges on the Kast Tennessee and Virginia Railroad, which, 
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according to information received at the bureau, will be completed 
within a week, will afford means of transporting the iron removed 
from the road in question. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. L. RIVES, 
LIneutenant-Colonel, &c. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpgrs. ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA., ; 
INOs. 7 j January 22, 1864. 


The commanding general considers it due to the army to state 
that the temporary reduction of rations has been caused by cireum- 
stances beyond the control of those charged with its support. Its 
welfare and comfort are the objects of his constant and earnest so- 
licitude, and no effort has been spared to provide for its wants. It 
is hoped that the exertions now being made will render the necessity 
of short duration, but the history of the army has shown that the 
country can require no sacrifice too great for its patriotic devotion. 

Soldiers ! You tread with no unequal step the road by which your 
fathers marched through suffering, privations, and blood to inde- 
pendence. Continue to emulate in the future, as you have in the 
past, their valor in arms, their patient endurance of hardships, their 
high resolve to be free, which no trial could shake, no bribe seduce, 
no danger appal, and be assured that the just God who crowned 
their efforts with success will, in His own good time, send down His 


blessing upon yours. 
ayer R. E. LEE, 


General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 23, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. WavdE HAMPTON, 
Commanding Cavalry Division: 

GENERAL: Your letter with regard to recruiting and strengthen- 
ing your command has been received. I am anxious to do all in my 
power to effect that object. One brigade has been sent to the valley, 
as you suggested, and it was hoped there would be a sufficiency of 
forage for the other two in the counties below the Richmond and 
Fredericksburg Railroad. I regret to hear of the absolute deficiency 
of long forage. To send any of the regiments back to South Caro- 
lina is impossible. The official reports from North Carolina state a 
deficiency of forage on the Roanoke, on account of the freshets last 
summer. I have, however, written to the Quartermaster-General to 
make inquiries on the subject. 

The only relief which I can propose is to send one of the remain- 
ing brigades to Essex and Middlesex, while the other is on duty and 
alternate, so as to give each some opportunity of recruiting their 
horses. It is absolutely necessary to keep one brigade on duty, or | 
a force equal to the strength of one brigade. 

[Would ?] it answer to send two regiments of the North Carolina 
brigade to that State and two regiments of Butler’s brigade to Mid- 
dlesex and Essex, and alternate with these from the remaining regi- 
ments of the two brigades ? 

With reference to strengthening your command from other depart- 
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ments I have made frequent efforts to do so, but the matter has in 
every instance been referred to the generals commanding those 
departments, and they have always objected to the transfers. I do 
not believe the Secretary of War will order these commands to this 
army without their consent. I will, however, write again, and urge 
the matter upon his attention, and recommend that General Butler 
be sent on the special mission which you propose. 4 

If you desire to take a command in the Army of the Mississippi 
I will not interpose any objection, though I should be sorry to lose 
your services in this army. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 23, 1864 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 
Sir: The cavalry of this army, by its hard service, summer and | 

winter, and through the deficiency of forage in the latter season, has 
become very much reduced. ‘This is especially true of the two 
southern brigades, which have not the same opportunities of re- 
mounting themselves with those from Virginia. The enemy have 
always had on this line a cavalry force greatly superior in numbers, 
and will doubtless recruit their cavalry divisions largely before the 
next campaign. I hear of no recruits coming to this army, and see 
but little prospect of any, as they all choose the regiments and com- 
panies (already filled to overflowing) which are not called upon for 
very active duty. I think it is of the highest importance that steps 
should be taken to strengthen our cavalry. JI recommend that some 
portion of the cavalry in South Carolina and Southwestern Virginia 
be sent to this army so soon as the grass begins to grow. I know 
that the commanders of these departments will make objections to 
this, but I think it for the department to decide whether our forces 
are to remain scattered over the country or to be concentrated to 
meet the superior forces of the enemy. [ recommend that a South 
Carolina regiment be formed of the Holcombe Legion (five compa- 
nies) in the Department of Richmond, and four companies under 
Major Whitner in Southwestern Virginia, and one of the detached 
companies in South Carolina; that this and one regiment from 
South Carolina be added to the two South Carolina regiments in 
this army to form a South Carolina brigade. I would recommend 
that General Butler be sent to South Carolina to complete this bri- 
gade and to recruit the two regiments here from the excess reported 
in the regiments and companies on duty in that State. General 
Hampton reports to me four South Carolina regiments of cavalry in 
that department, numbering about 4,600 men, besides twelve compa- 
nies, five of which were raised without proper authority. I recom- 
mend that Millen’s Georgia battalion of four companies be added to 
the Jeff, Davis Legion; that the Phillips Legion be recruited by four 
companies from Georgia on duty in that State or in North Carolina, 
and that these, with Anderson’s regiment from Georgia, be formed 
into a brigade. I would ask, too, that the order once issued assigning 
the HKighth and Fourteenth Virginia Regiments to this army be re- 
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hewed. I think the proposed arrangements would bring together 
pnd make effective troops which in detached companies and regi- 
nents are now of but little service. 
Tam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 


; January 24, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. E. B. Stuart, 
Comdg. Cavalry, Army of Northern Virginia: 

GENERAL: In connection with the disposition of the two brigades 
of Fitz. Lee’s division now near Charlottesville, as proposed by 
Major-General Lee and indorsed by you, I am directed by the gen- 
eral commanding to say that he desires that the transportation of 
this command be kept together and well cared for. Perhaps a por- 
tion of it can be judiciously employed by Major-General Hampton 
in foraging and supplying the brigades of Young and Gordon, as 
General Hampton has expressed a desire for additional wagons for 
this purpose. Such asis not turned over to him for temporary serv- 
ice must be placed together under the proper officer of the quarter- 
master’s department, who shall see that the animals are properly 
foraged and protected and the wagons placed in the best possible 
condition. If the transportation cannot be properly attended to in 
this way, it must be turned over to Major Harman, the acting chiet 
quartermaster of the army, until required by the troops. 

General Lee directs me to add that Major-General Karly reports 
that Major-General Lee carried off with him some fifteen or sixteen 
of the captured wagons and most of the captured mules. Every 
one of them must be turned in to the chief quartermaster of the army 
and a report of the number of wagons and mules promptly made to 
these headquarters. 

The general commanding wishes the headquarters of Lee’s cavalry 
division, after the contemplated disposition shall have been effected, 
established at some point nearer the troops of that division now in 
front, say west of Orange Court-House, and somewhere between 
Lomax’s brigade and the camps in rear. 

Iam, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Wos TAY LOR, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


WILMINGTON, January 24, 1864 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 

From my scout, the enemy’s forces at New Berne are about 7,000; 
they are very much excited. Some negroes ran away from near 
Kinston and told them there were a great many troops in Kinston 
and they expected to attack New Berne soon. The Yankees were — 
out to Pollocksville on the 21st, looking for place to throw up 
works. Preparations for a raid have been in progress for some 


days. Roads bad. ; 
W. HH. C-wWHITING, 
Major-General, 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 25, 1864. 


Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR, 

Richmond, Va. : 
~$1tr: Lhave received a copy of an authority granted by the Depart- _ 
ment to Lieut. John W. Carter, assisted by Sergt. John Chew and 
Jasper N. Jones, of Chew’s battery, to raise a company of horse 
artillery within the enemy’s lines. I have often had occasion to bring 
to your attention the practical working of similar authorizations, and 
respectfully ask that my previous representations be considered in 
connection with those 1 now have the honor to submit. I should 
hesitate to repeat my views on this subject were they merely matters 
of opinion, but I deem it improper to withhold from you the results 
of actual experience and facts but too fully attested by the records 
of this army and the serious diminution of its numbers. 

Such authority as that granted to Lieutenant Carter will inevitably 
result initaking men from our infantry service, where they are most 
wanted, and promoting dissatisfaction and desertion among those who 
remain. This, asI have stated, is not a matter of opinion only, but 
a well-ascertained fact. Ido not hesitate to say that there is not a 
single command of the kind proposed by Lieutenant Carter to be 
raised in which there are not men properly belonging to this or some 
other of the principal armies of the Confederacy, which can ill afford 
tolose them. This fact proceeds in part from the direct efforts of 
those engaged in raising such commands to procure enlistments 
regardless of the obligations of those whom they approach, and partly 
from the strong disposition of the infantry to get into the cavalry 
or artillery, and of all to enter organizations which promise them 
service near their homes or of a local character. Already such 
organizations have in a good degree absorbed those men upon whom 
we relied to swell our reduced ranks for the coming campaign, and 
the consequences, in my judgment, involve the question of our abil- 
ity to keep the field against the largely recruited armies of the enemy 
unless every man who belongs to the army be retained and all fit for 
active service be sent to it promptly, so as to increase materially its 
present strength. We must rely for deliverance from our enemies 
upon other means than ourarms. I trust that the truth of this asser- 
tion may be realized in time. - 

In addition to the repeated instances already made known to the 
* Department of the enlistment of men belonging to this army in other 
commands, I now have the resignation of Capt. Wellington Eastham. 
of Company H, Forty-ninth Virginia Regiment, based upon the fact 
that of 84 men now remaining on his muster-rolls but 2 are present 
for duty. Some of the absentees are satisfactorily accounted for, but 
an inspection shows that of the 34 there are 14 deserters, 2 of whom 
are known to be in Gilmor’s battalion, 1 in the Twelfth Virginia 
Cavalry. A second lieutenant absent without leave is also in Gil- 
mor’s battalion, Captain Eastham, who is represented by his supe- 
rior officers to be attentive and zealous in the discharge of his duty 
Says: * A large majority of those absent have either deserted or 
joined other commands, from which I have been unable to recover 
them. Repeated attempts to recover and recruit my company have 
proved fruitless.” I need not enlarge upon the importance of filling 
up this company before making new or increasing those engaged in 
local service, While preparing to write this letter, Brig. Gen. J. M. 


® 
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Jones informed me that one of his men, just returned from furlough, 
had been offered a horse and equipments as an inducement to join a 
} company of cavalry now being raised by a Captain Kendrick, to be 
| attached to the command of Colonel or Major Owens [Bowen], in 
General Sam. Jones’ department. The man refused, but others 
_ have been seduced by like offers, and General Jones informs me that 
he has ordered charges to be preferred against Captain K. 

Instances of a similar kind could be multiplied indefinitely. The 

_ men thus seduced, or who enlist in other commands voluntarily, are 
lost tothe Army. Their own fear of the consequences of their crime, 
and the apprehension of those who enlist them of being held respon- 
sible, makes it almost impossible to recover them, and when brought 
back it is to receive that punishment without which all discipline is 
at anend. The dissatisfaction created among those who remain is 
an evil of no less consequence than the actual loss of men. I regret 
extremely that I have failed to impress the Department with the 
magnitude of this evil, as it has been made painfully apparent to my 
own mind. 

Iam persuaded that if the system of giving these permissions to 
raise companies continues as it now exists my efforts to preserve and 
improve the discipline and efficiency of the army must be unavailing. 
IT regard the whole system as an unmixed evil. No good has resulted 

from it at all commensurate with its bad effects. I would prefer to 
see it suppressed entirely, at the expense of losing the men who are 
rightfully brought into service by it, rather than lose the larger 
number that it draws from the army or renders unfit for a proper 
discharge of duty. If it must be continued, I strongly advise that 
all such grants of authority be coupled with the condition that if 
any man already in service be found in the new command the com- 
missions of all the officers of the latter shall be annulled and them- 
selves put as privates in the organization to which such man may 
belong, irrespective of their alleged ignorance that the man could 
not properly be enlisted by them. It is by this plea that they escape 
responsibility for their conduct, and no measure less stringent will 
force them to abstain from improper measures to procure recruits, 
or cause them to give the subject the necessary attention to prevent 
their agents from doing so. I ‘also advise that the same penalties be 
attached to all officers in whose commands such men now may be 
who can be proved to have enlisted them or allowed them to enlist 
with knowledge that they were already in service, or who shall not . 
return or account satisfactorily for them within a certain time after 
a demand shall be made for them. 

In the present instance I earnestly request that the authority given 
to Lieutenant Carter be revoked. It takes 3 men from this army, 
where they are much. needed, and if it takes no more, Lieutenant 
Carter Be econtradiat the invariable experience of such efforts. 

So strong is my conviction on this subject that I beg, if no other 
means can be found to supply General Jones with a battery of horse 
artillery, and he is in actual want of one, that a company be taken 
from the artillery of this army for his use. I shall then at least 
know to what extent it has been weakened, and nothing will have 
been done to encourage dissatisfaction and desertion. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, = __ 
R. E. LEE, 
General, 
71 RB R—VOL XXXII 
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JANUARY 28, 1864. 


Mr. S[HEPHERD] : 

Submit to me the papers on which Lieutenant Carter’s authority 
was granted. Retain this letter by you that I may estop such apphi- 
cations, &c. sad 


PETERSBURG, VA., January 25, 1864, 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 
The following dispatch just received : 


Fort BOYKIN, January 25, 1864. 
Capt. N. W. SMALL, 
Signal Officer : 
Four gun-boats passed up the river at about 1 p.m. Causey reports an advance 
from Old Point and Newport News toward Williamsburg and Yorktown. 
MILLIGAN, 
Major. 


The gun-boats are now reported opposite Lower Brandon, 10 a. m. 
If the two gun-boats were below the obstructions, as promised by the 
Secretary of the Navy, it would be worth 5,000 men to us. 

GEO. E. PICKETT, | 
Major-General. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
' Richmond, Va., January 25, 1864. 
General G. E. Picknrr, 
Petersburg, Va.: 

General Longstreet is urgent for pontoon train to be sent to him 
immediately. The only one that can be forwarded is that sent you 
recently. Can you possibly dispense with it ? 

JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


‘SPECIAL ORDERS, ) ADJT. AND, INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 20. ‘ Richmond, January 5, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 


XXXVI. Colonel Swanson’s regiment of Clanton’s brigade will 
proceed forthwith to the Army of Northern Virginia, taking the 
route by railroad via Greensborough, N. C., and Danville, Va. 

ok * * * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
_JNO. WITHERS, : 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 

: Dublin, January 26, 1864. 
| General S. CooPEr, 

Adjutant and Inspector General, C. S. Army: 


GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 20th instant, inclos- 
ing the following resolution, adopted by the House of Representa- 
tives on the 15th instant, viz: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to inform this House by what 
authority Generals Sam. Jones and Imboden have prohibited the transportation of 
food from the military districts in which they are located to the city of Richmond, 
for private use and consumption. 

Very respectfully, 


A. R. LAMAR, 
Clerk. 

You direct me to forward the report required. In reply I have 
the honor to state that I have not prohibited the transportation of 
food from this military department to the city of Richmond for pri- 
vate use and consumption. On the contrary, I have given all the 
aid in my power to facilitate the transportation of food for purposes 
specified in the resolution. 

I have endeavored to prevent speculators and extortioners, whose 
chief aims in life seem to be to shun service and enrich themselves 
by preying upon the necessities of better men, from stripping this 
department of the food necessary for the support of the army. To 
that end I have addressed letters to Thomas H. Ellis, president of 
the James River and Kanawha Canal, and R. L. Owen, president of 
the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad, extracts from which, together 
with Mr. Owen’s advertisement in a Lynchburg paper, are herewith 
forwarded, marked A, B, and C.* 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


DUBLIN, January 26, 1864. 


Col. M. J. FERGUSON, 
Commanding Sixteenth Virginia Cavalry: 

COLONEL: The major-general commanding has received your report 
of the 13th instant, and directs me to say that he is gratified at your 
success. He desires you to remain as long as you can, with safety to 
your command, in that section of country where you now are. Collect 
all the information you can as to the supply of beef-cattle, hogs, 
and bacon in that part of Virginia and the counties bordering on 
the Big and Little Sandy, and the practicability of procuring and 
bringing out the same. The general commanding especially desires 
you to do all in your power to conciliate the pee, and induce them 
to give us their aid. Be particularly careful, therefore, to maintain 
strict discipline, and restrain your men from depredations upon the 
people who are loyal or have so far remained neutral. Do not fail 
to send within our lines all the beef-cattle and hogs you can secure. 
It is deemed probable that our friends in that country may be in- 
duced to drive within our lines their cattle, hogs, and sheep, provided 
they receive payment in Virginia money or such other funds as are 


* Not found, but on same subject see Vol. XXIX, Part IT, pp. 911-918, 
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current among them. You may assure any persons disposed to do 
this that they will be paid in Virginia funds more than the market 
price in that section, with a liberal allowance for the expense and 
labor of bringing them out. Keep the general commanding informed 
of your movements, &c. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. 8S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Orange Court-House, January 27, 1864. 
Mr. PRESIDENT: 

I have not been unmindful of your request, expressed in your let- 
’ ter of the 16th instant,* desiring my opinion in reference to the 
reorganization of the troops in West Virginia. It is the difficulty 
of this subject and the importance of selecting a proper commander 
that has caused my silence. There are many able officers in this 
army, and many, 1 have no doubt, capable of administering that 
department, could I designate them. All have done well in their 
present positions, but to send them to a new and difficult field 
would be an experiment. But so important do I consider the main- 
tenance of Western Virginia to the successful conduct of the war 
that I will relinquish any of them you may select for its command, 
though I do not know where to replace them. <A change, I think, is 
necessary, both for the sake of the officers in that department and 
the interests of the country. The duties might be more unsuitable 
to the health of General Ewell than his present position. I have 
also great confidence in the ability of Generals Karly, Rodes, Edward 
Johnson, and Wilcox. Of the brigadiers, I think General Gordon, 
of Alabama, one of the best. I do not know to what duty General 
Buckner is assigned, but of the officers that have been serving in 
that department I think General Ransom is the most prominent. If 
any of these officers be selected, and they should not answer, they 
should be removed and another tried. 

If a proper man can be found I think it would be better to include 
the Shenandoah Valley in his command, in order that he might con- 
centrate the troops where most necessary. A better discipline should 
be instituted among the troops themselves. Their local character 
should be abolished by law, all deserters from other armies be re- 
turned to their proper commands, and all authority to organize com- 
panies, either within or without the enemy’s lines, be revoked. This 
authority causes desertion from the general service. Men go within 
the enemy’s lines, either really or nominally, with the connivance or 
invitation of the officers, to enter these organizations. In a word, the 
system should be such as to organize the men of the country for its 
defense, and not for their convenience or the benefit of certain indi- 
viduals. Unless this is done the resources of that country will be 
lost to us, both its mineral wealth and provisions. The first step to 
improvement is an energetic, active commander, and no time should 
be lost in his selection. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 


R. E. LEE, 


General. 


*See G, W.C, Lee to R, E, Lee, p, 1091, 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
, January 28, 1864. 
General A. Euzry, 
Richmond : 

GENERAL: Your dispatch of last night mentions having received 
reliable information from Ivor Station of the movements of the 
enemy froin Newport News toward Williamsburg and of the land- 
ing of troops at Yorktown. 

I do not see how men in that quarter can know what is going on 
north of James River, except from hearsay or reports of citizens, 
which are very uncertain. The force in that quarter must be very 
small and inefficient. As early asthe 21st instant a scout from Hamp- 
ton’s division reported that three regiments negro infantry landed 
at Yorktown on the preceding Monday, and one regiment negro 
infantry and one regiment white cavalry landed at Gloucester Point 
on the 20th; that a great many of their men had gone off on fur- 
lough ; that there was no truth in the report of their advancing 
some days previous, and that he was closely watching them. I have 
not heard from him since. You must keep men right in the front of 
the enemy, never losing sight of them, if you wish to know what 
they are doing. Your troops must be vigilant and bold, retarding 
any advance, and forcing them to discover their force, then you can 
make arrangements to oppose them. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
January 28, 1864. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, C. S. Army : 

GENERAL: The interference of the War Department with the 
strong arm of authority is absolutely necessary to secure to the regi- 
ments of this command from South Carolina and Georgia the re- 
cruits which they imperatively need. 

While regiments serving within the lmits of those States are 
swelling their numbers to over 1,000 each, their gallant comrades in 
Virginia, equally entitled to the benefits of the conscript law, are 
dwindling to a mere handful for want of recruits. J understand that 
some steps have been taken to correct this evil, but unless they are 
vigorous and immediate no good will result. 

I recommend that Brigadier-General Butler, now convalescent 
from his wounds in South Carolina, be empowered and_ directed 
without delay to inspect those regiments, so much beyond the proper 
proportion, and take out from their numbers by lot or other fair 
process a sufficient number to increase the First and. Second South 
Carolina Cavalry Regiments, now onduty with this command, to the 
proper proportions, and that Major King, now on leave of absence in 
Georgia, be directed to do the same with reference to the Georgia 
commands in this corps and the cavalry regiments serving in that 
State ; these two officers to organize these recruits and have them 
properly conducted to their new commands. 

The Georgia commands in this corps consist of the Cobb Legion 
and Phillips Legion Cavalry. 
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Immediate action in this matter is necessary, and provision should 
also be made to enable such as desire to join these commands to do 
so without unnecessary harassment or inconvenience. , 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. K. B. STUART, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
January 28, 1864. 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, C. S. Army: 

GENERAL : In order to maintain an efficient and adequate cavalry 
force in this army, it is necessary that section 3, paragraph IT, Gen- 
eral Orders, No. 7, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, be so 
modified as to allow volunteers or conscripts to be assigned to any 
company of cavalry which may not have on its rolls more than 100 
privates, instead of the minimum of 64. 

It is absolutely indispensable to discriminate thus in favor of the 
cavalry, as the class of persons able to buy horses at the present 
exorbitant rates is extremely limited, thus rendering difficult the 
increase of this indispensable arm of service. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. HK. B. STUART, 
Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, f Hpagrs. ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
No. 10. January 28, 1864. 

In order to afford every facility and encouragement to the farmers 
to prepare for planting the coming season, the general commanding 
directs that particular attention be given to the preservation of the 
fencing and the closing of roads through fields which the owners 
may desire to cultivate. The gaps in the inclosures of such fields 
which have been made by the army will be closed by the nearest 
command, and passage across them by persons mounted or on foot 
and by vehicles will be strictly prohibited. Travel will be confined 
to the regular roads of the country as far as practicable. 

Corps and division commanders will see to the strict enforcement 
of this order, and give to farmers in their vicinity all the assistance 
in their power. 

The general commanding is confident that it is only necessary to 
remind the army of the importance of a supply of provisions for its 
use, and that of the people, to insure a cheerful compliance by all. 

R. E. LEH, 
General. 


JANUARY 29, 1864. 
Col. W. H. STEVENs, 
Chief of Construction, Dept. of Northern Virginia: 
CoLonEL: The honorable Secretary of War has referred to this 
bureau the various communications received from the Secretary of 
the Navy in reference to the obstructions placed in James River be- 
tween the lower and the pontoon bridge, and has directed me to call 


upon you for a report upon the questions raised in the correspondence 
forwarded by the Hon. 8. R. Mallory. 


¢ 
4 
¥ 
id 
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This correspondence consists of letters from the pilots, George 
| Young and Edward Moore, C. 8. Navy, to Commodore F. Forrest, 
| flag officer, and of a letter from Commodore Forrest transmitting 
the same to the Secretary of the Navy. 

ne Young, in complaining of the obstructions above mentioned, 
states : 

First. That the piles are cut off so low that at high water or in a 
slight freshet it is impossible to discover the opening left for the 
passage of vessels. \ 

Second. That in consequence of a sunken wreck left in the main 
channel, a short distance above the obstructions, vessels of the larger 
size are compelled to make a difficult and dangerous circuit in ap- 
proaching the draw ; and 

Third. That since the width of the draw is but scant 48 feet, no 
sufficient provision has been made for the passage through the ob- 
structions of the iron-clads Virginia, Patrick Henry, &c. 

Mr. Moore, pilot, C. 8. Navy, repeats the statements of Mr. Young, 
and recommends— 


That one of the vessels that were sunk in the former barricade at that point — 
be removed, which would make a gap which could be approached by a direct 
course, avoiding sets of tides and all other obstacles, and leaving passway in mid- 
channel. 


Commodore Forrest, in transmitting these communications to the 
Secretary of War, declares— 


That he can perceive no necessity for any obstructions in the river above Drewry’s 
Bluff, since it is clear that if the enemy can pass beyond that fortification with their 
iron-clads they can readily shell the city. 


he laboring under a mistake as to distance, which has since been 
explained to and admitted by him. 

In referring these communications to the Secretary of War, Mr. 
Mallory suggests ‘‘that the obstructions be placed in accordance with 
the views expressed by the pilots,” and the Secretary has accordingly 
directed me to call upon you fora report in regard to the present 
condition of the obstructions and the propriety of making the pro- 
posed alterations. 

In another letter, which has also been referred to this bureau, the 
Secretary of the Navy represents the extreme importance of provid- 
ing for the passage of the iron-clads through the obstructions, and 
upon this the honorable Secretary of War has indorsed, ‘‘ To Engi- 
neer Bureau, for consideration. 1 really wish some suitable arrange- 
ment could be made to let these iron-clads out without endangering 
the obstructions.” The question is one of importance, and I am de- 
sirous of obtaining your views upon the subject. 


Yours, very respectfully, 
A. L. RIVES, 


Lieutenant-Colonel, &e. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 29, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. J. L. KEMPER : 


GENERAL: I have read with great interest your letter of the 22d 
instant. Its subject is a matter of constant anxiety and considera- 


\ 
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tion with me. Iagree with you in believing that the only safe plan 
for supporting the army is by calling out the full resources of the — 
country, and I am glad to hear that you think these resources am le. 
The great difficulty is as to the best mode of making them available. 


Wholesale impressments will give us present relief, but I fear it will — | 


injure our future supplies. It will cause concealment and waste, 
and deter many farmers from exerting all their efforts in producing 
full and proper crops. Already I hear of land in Virginia lying idle 
from this cause. It should be made the interest of every one to labor 
and contribute all he can, and the proper regulation of the currency 
will best effect this object. But I think the present law and orders 
on the subject should be so modified as to authorize the Government 
to impress when necessary a certain proportion of everything pro- 
duced in the country, this proportion to depend upon the wants of 
the Government. It should be made equal and as light as possible, 
and every care taken to deprive the execution of the measure of all 
harshness. 

If it requires all the meat in the country to support the army, it 
should be had, and I believe this could be accomplished by not only 
showing its necessity, but that all equally contribute, and that it 
was faithfully applied. Great dissatisfaction is now occasioned by 
the conduct of the agents, and the belief that much of what is col- 
lected for the Government is appled to the support of post garri- 
sons and the families of those there stationed, and that 1t does not 
reach the armies in the field. Much could be done, I think, by judi- 
cious agents in whom the people have confidence, and it was with 
this view that I desired you to take charge of the collection of sup- 
ples in Virginia. 

The other subject referred to in your letter, I believe, has received 
the attention of Congress and the Department. The prevention of 
men called into service selecting local organizations, fixed batteries, 
&c., so as to avoid service in the field, is very beneficial ; and the 
authority given to the President to change a judge from one military 
court to another, and to commanding officers to assign officers of the 
army to duty on those courts when necessary, will be attended with 
good results. 

The bill empowering commanding officers when separated from 
the army to call general courts-martial is also good. I think your 
proposition to empower all general officers to constitute general 
courts-martial, while operating with an army, would create con- 
fusion and embarrassment. But if they were authorized to order 
courts-martial in their brigades or divisions to take cognizance of 
the class of offenses referred by the Articles of War to garrison or 
regimental courts-martial it would be beneficial. When separated 
from the army, under this new bill, should it pass, they order gen- 
eral courts-martial. 

You need not apologize for writing to me on any subject. I only 
wish I could do anything to advance the good of the service or feel 
Bee my views sufficiently approximated the truth to make them of 
value. 

Hoping that you will be able to join the army at the beginning of 
the campaign, I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

R. E. LEE, 
General, 
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HEADQUARTERS C. S. FoRCEs, 
Mount Jackson, January 29, 1864—7 p. m. 


Maj. Gen. J. A. Earty, 
Commanding Valley District : 

GENERAL: I am directed by General Imboden to send you the 
 inclosed report of Lieutenant Thomson, Twelfth Virginia Cavalry. 
All is quiet in the lower valley. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. B. BERKELEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Inclosure. | 


New MARKET, V4., January 29, 1864. 
General J. D. IMBODEN : 

GENERAL: Ten days since a scout of 4 men, commanded by Lieut. 
Bush C. Washington, Company B, Twelfth Virginia Cavalry, was 
ordered by Brigadier-General Rosser to proceed to the counties of 
Jefferson, Berkeley, and Clarke, to obtain information, &c. I have 
the honor to report the following as the result of said scout, viz : 

At Charlestown.—Artillery, four guns. Infantry: Ninety-eighth 
Pennsylvania Regiment, 325 men, Colonel Baller commanding. 
Cavalry: First New York, 400, Major Quinn commanding; Twenty- / 
fifth [Twenty-first ?] New York, 600, made up of re-enlisted two-year 
infantry—very fine horses; First Connecticut, six companies, 200 ; 
Sixth Michigan, two companies, 75; and Second Maryland, one com- 
pany, 30. 

: ‘Ab Halltown.—Artillery, none. Infantry, three regiments (Fif- 
teenth [?] and One hundred and thirty-ninth Pennsylvania and a 
New York regiment), Sedgwick’s corps. 

At Harper's Ferry.—Artillery, some; amount not known. In- 
fantry, three regiments (Thirty-fourth Massachusetts, Tenth Mary- | 
land, and First [?] Pennsylvania). Cavalry, very small force, Sedg- 
wick’s corps. Cole and Means on Loudoun side. 

At Martinsburg.—Artillery, seventeen guns. Cavalry, Averell’s 
force, supposed to be about 3,000, and Fifth [?] Maryland, 400. In- 
fantry, 6,000. A re-enforcement of five regiments arrived last Fri- 
day, which goes to make up the 6,000. 

Lieutenant Washington was taken sick Wednesday night and had 
to be left in Clarke County. He ordered me to report information 
gained. Our horses are completely broken down, rendering it almost 
impossible to report in person. If you desire particular information 
as to the position of pickets, &c., I will be found at the camp of the 
Twelfth Virginia Cavalry. It is on my own responsibility that I 
have reported to you. I thought it best to inform you of the position 
of affairs. 

Respectfully, &c., 
WM. 8S. THOMSON. 
Company B, Twelfth Virginia Cavalry. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Dublin, January 29, 1864. 
General R. EK. LEs, 
Comdg. Army of Northern Va., Orange Court-House : 
GENERAL: Your letter of the 21st instant is received. I am in- 
formed by persons who ought to know that there is a large stock of 
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cattle, hogs, and sheep in the border counties of Kentucky, which it 
is thought may be procured. I have directed Colonel Ferguson, of 
the Sixteenth Virginia Cavalry, who was in Wayne County on the 
13th instant with his regiment, to procure all the information he ~ 
can as to where cattle, hogs, &c., may be procured and the practica- | 
bility of bringing them within our lines. I suggested to the War 
Department last winter that cattle, &c., might be procured from — 
Kentucky by private individuals living in that State, if the Govern- 
ment would pay for them in Virginia or the funds current in that 
State, but, so far as I know, the attempt was not made. I think it 
very important that the attempt should be made now. I have con- 
versed with graziers who have for years been purchasing cattle in 
East Kentucky, and they express great confidence that Kentuckians 
themselves would deliver a large number of cattle, hogs, sheep, &c., 
to us in Virginia if they were assured of being paid in Virginia funds 
at 5 or 6 cents per pound gross. I think the experiment worth try- 
ing, and it may be if you will recommend the experiment. The stock 
of sheep in this section of country is represented as unusually large, 
and I believe the stock of pork will be much larger than is generally 
supposed. Any information I may get on this subject which will be 
of interest to you I will communicate with pleasure. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
SAM. JONKS, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Dublin, Janwary 29, 1864. 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjt. and Insp. Gen., C. S. Army, Richmond, Va. : 

GENERAL: I think it important that there should be an officer in the 
immediate command of that part of Virginia embraced in the Depart- 
ment of Kast Tennessee and designated as the District of Southwest- 
ern Virginia. Brigadier-General Preston having been relieved from 
command of that district, 1 ordered Brig. Gen. W. E. Jones, whose 
brigade was in that section of country, to assume the command, re- 
porting direct to me. 

Paragraph XX VII, Special Orders, No. 19, of the 23d instant, from 
your office, announces Lieutenant-General Longstreet as the com- 
mander of the Department of East Tennessee, but does not seem to 
embrace Southwestern Virginia, and the Secretary of War told me 
that he did not regard that district as under General Longstreet’s 
command. Your order attaching that district to my command not 
having been revoked, I have thought it incumbent on me to continue 
to exercise control there. 

Brigadier-General Jones informs me by letter, received this morn- 
ing, that General Longstreet had ordered his brigade into East Ten- 
nessee. I havethought it proper to inform youof the order I gave 
Brigadier-General Jones, in order that if not approved it may be at 
once corrected, and to ask whether I am to continue to exercise con- 
trol over the District of Southwestern Virginia. May Lask of you 
an early answer ? 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
Orange Court-House, January 30, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON Davis, President Confederate States : 


| Mr. PREsIDENT: Report of a scout north of the Rappahannock 
| gives movements of the enemy which generally precede an advance. 
Provisions are being brought up from Alexandria, troops are moved 
to the front, &c. Ido not think it can be a general advance of their 
army, but may be intended to distract or to co-operate with the 
- movement reported in contemplation from Yorktown. They are no 
doubt aware that troops have been sent from this army, and of its 
dispersed condition on account of the scarcity of provisions and for- 
age, and may wish to strike a sudden blow. I have thought it 
proper to report these indications of some movement on the part of 
the enemy, as in the event of an advance up the Peninsula I might 
not be able to detach troops toward Richmond, and other preparations 
should be made. I think the two brigades that were sent to Charles- 
ton last fall, or their equivalent, might now be recalled. No serious 
movement having been made during the winter, it is hardly prob- 
able it will occur in the spring. A scout from north of the Potomac 
states that all the sea-going vessels in Boston, New York, Phila- 
delphia, and Baltimore are being taken up for an expedition to start 
south on the 15th February, believed to be against Mobile. I think 
it more probable if true that it is intended for General Butler, who, 
it is also stated, is to be furnished with 50,000 men to advance up 
James River or south of it. 
I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 30, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. A. R. Lawton, Quartermaster-General, C. S. Army: 


GENERAL: I have sent two quartermasters over the ridge to pur- 
chase leather for the use of this army. The one in the lower valley 
reports that he has found 2,880 sides, all inthe hands of original manu- 
facturers except 220 sides, which are in the hands of speculators. 
The officer in the upper valley had only visited three tanneries when 
he wrote, and had only found 400 sides ready for use, but many 
were in course of preparation. Some of this leather could be bought 
at Government prices, though it was offered in exchange for raw- 
hides. They asked as high, in some cases, as $10 a pound for upper 
and $7 for sole. 

The chief quartermaster of the army brought me this morning a 
sample of the shoes recently sent from Richmond. One pair was of 
Richmond manufacture and another frota Columbus, Ga. They 
were intended to be fair samples of each lot and were selected with 
that view. Neither could compare with the shoes made in this, 
army. In the Richmond shoe the face of the leather was turned in, 
that is, the side of the skin next the animal was turned out, which 
is contrary to the practice of the best makers and contrary to the ar- 
rangement of nature. Without knowing the result of experiment 
in this matter, I should therefore think it wrong. The leather of the 
Columbus shoe was not half tanned and the shoe was badly made; 
the soles of both slight, and would not stand a week’s march in mud 
and water. 
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If I could get leather I could set 500 shoemakers to work. The | 
scraps would answer for repairs. I have the workmen and tools, 
Can you get for me the leather I have referred to above, or author- 
ize the chief quartermaster of the army to do so? | am not in 
favor of exchanging hides for leather at the rates established by the 
schedule, viz, 45 cents for the hides and $2.80 for the leather. The 
old rule in Virginia, and I believe it is still practiced, was to receive 
one-half of the leather produced by the hides. I do not know 
whether we could exchange at that rate. The army isin great dis- 
tress for shoes and clothes. Every inspection report painfully shows 
it—artillery, cavalry, and infantry. The requisitions sent in are 
unanswered. 

Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEH, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS First DIVISION. CAVALRY CORPS, 
Near Fredericksburg, January 30, 1864. 
Major McCLELLAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

MaJsor: Acting under orders given by the general commanding 
by telegraph, I have prepared to move my command promptly to 
any point which may be threatened. Lieutenant Shinn sends infor- 
mation from the Peninsula that the enemy are preparing to move. 
As their movement has been delayed so long, they cannot meditate 
a surprise, but must intend a demonstration in some force. My 
opinion is that with an advance from Yorktown there will be a 
simultaneous one on the line held by me, with a view to concentrate 
a large force on the railroads. If this is done, the force at my dis- 
posal will be totally inadequate to make any successful resistance. 
Leaving men enough to keep up my picket-line, I will have not 
more than 700 to 800 mounted men. All the dismounted men, ex- 
cept those on duty, will be sent to Hanover Junction to re-enforce 
Col. Bradley Johnson if that point is threatened. I would suggest 
the propriety of placing a larger force until the emergency has passed 
on the fae of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad. A small force 
of infantry and artillery could protect this road against any sudden 
dash of the cavalry of the enemy, and would leave my command 
free to harass the enemy wherever it could best do so. If no attack 
is made on my line, I will, in the event of an advance on Richmond 
or the Junction, send all my dismounted men down by railroad, and 
then endeavor to gain the rear of the enemy with all the cavalry I 
can collect. Would it not be advisable to have the disbanded men 
of General Lee’s division who are in this vicinity ordered to rendez- 
vous at some point, so that they may be called out if necessary ? I 
wish, too, that you would send the dismounted men of Gordon’s bri- 
gade who are now at Orange Court-House to Hanover Junction at 
once. There are from 75 to 100 there, and their services would be 
useful at the Junction. But one battery is with me. To save time 
I have sent several telegraph dispatches direct to the general com- 
manding, giving information. 

_ Scouts have been sent to Stafford and Fauquier to obtain informa- 
tion there. No news has reached me this morning. 
I am, very respectfully, yours, 
WADE HAMPTON, 
Major-General. 
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JANUARY 30, 1864. 
[General J. A. Harty :] 

GENERAL: I found the enemy in the mountain pass; about one 
regiment. After a brisk skirmish, I succeeded in driving him 
through. The road was heavily blockaded, and much time was 
occupied in removing it. The train knew of my presence, and as 
soon as I got over the mountain I moved down toward Williamsport 
to attack the train, knowing that if would countermarch. About 
800 men were guarding it. I made a vigorous attack upon them, 
but owing to the convenience of the mountains I only succeeded in 
capturing about 15 or 20 prisoners (one major) and ninety-three 
wagons. I only succeeded in bringing off fifty-one. During the fight 
the mules of forty-two of the wagons were cut away by the enemy and 
got away. I will move upon Petersburg early to-morrow morning. 
I send the wagons back to you. They are loaded principally with 
commissary stores. Not a wagon escaped, and I would have capt- 
ured the guard but they ran off to the mountains. My loss in killed 
and wounded was about 25 or 30. My men behaved most gallantly. 
Please let me know at what time you will reach Petersburg. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
T. L. ROSSER, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, January 31, 1864. 
General J. E. B. Stuart: 

GENERAL: I have received General Lomax’s dispatch of this morn- 
ing, stating the enemy’s cavalry had crossed Robertson River this 
morning before daylhght. Endeavor to find them; defeat their 
object. Notify all parties in danger. Call upon Wickham and any 
infantry near their route if necessary. 

Very respectfully, 
R. EK, LEE, 
General, 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
January 31, 1864. 
Hon. THomas J. FOSTER AND OTHERS: 

GENTLEMEN : I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 
26th instant, calling my attention to the resolutions of the Alabama 
Legislature, requesting the transfer of the Twenty-sixth Alabama 
Regiment to that State. 

I have had occasion to present my views to the honorable Secre- 
tary of War upon the subject of these resolutions on the dth of 
January. This regiment has done most excellent service and is 
worthy of any compliment which the State may bestow upon it. I 
do not see how the good of the service can be promoted by detaching 
this regiment, thus breaking up a veteran brigade which has just set 
the glorious example in this army of re-enlisting for the war. If it 
is proposed to send the regiment home to recruit and return to the 
same brigade, the same proposition is applicable to many other regi- 
ments which have undergone like hardships and been equally re- 
duced in the same bloody conflicts. It is clear that this policy cannot 
be instituted in the army with the enemy in force in our front. I 
cannot recommend the transfer of this regiment, unless one equally 
good is sent beforehand to take its place, 
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If Colonel O’Neal desires duty in some other army I_ will interpose — § 


no objection. I regret that he feels that injustice has been done ; 


him here. I havea just appreciation of his gallantry and worth. | 
I recommended another officer to the command of the brigade be- — 
cause I believed him better qualified to perform the duties of the | | 


position. General Rodes’ whole division acted at Chancellorsville 
with distinguished gallantry, and that officer owes his promotion to 


General Jackson’s observation of his skill and conduct, and you will — 


see in my report of that battle that one of his dying messages to me 
was to the effect that General Rodes should be promoted major-gen- 
eral and his promotion should date from May 2. He has com- 
manded his division with success and ability, and I am gratified to — 
state that his division has re-enlisted for the war, Battle’s brigade, — 
of Alabama, having set the example. Instead of raising new bri- — 
gades, I think it would be far better to recruit to the fullest number 
those veteran brigades whose whole conduct is worthy of the admi- 
ration of their countrymen. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


R. E. LEE, 
General. 


WILLIAMSPORT, January 31, 1864. 
[General J. A. EARLY :] 

GENERAL: The Yankees have all goneto New Creek. Greenland 
Gap is open. There are not many cattle in this country, and it will 
take some time to get them up and out. I will go down to Burling- 
ton to-morrow morning and will send Gilmor and McNeill across the 
mountain. I think I can be able to destroy the railroad at Patter- 
son’s Creek, but I fear that if I undertake it I will not be able to get 
out the cattle. You see that I will have to pass near New Creek, 
but this I think will induce them to run re-enforcements from Cum- 
berland, and in that event I will attack Cumberland. I am uneasy 
about Averell. He will move out from Martinsburg, and I think 
will occupy Romney and make it very dangerous for: me about the 
mouth of Patterson’s Creek. If you will move a force to Romney I 
will be perfectly safe and will be able to do good service. I desire 
to break the railroad, and I also desire to get all the cattle in the 
country. I can deceive the enemy on my way down without trouble, 
and if nothing opposes me but infantry I can come out all right ; 
but if Averell comes up, and I think we must expect him, and 
Romney is the place he will come to, you will have to keep him off, 
and I will ruin the railroad above. Please let me hear from you to- 
night. If you will move to Romney to-morrow, or even the next 
day, I will go to the railroad to-morrow night. 

' Most respectfully, yours, &c., 
T. L. ROSSER, 
Brigadier-Generual. 


NARROWS, January 31, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES: 
The enemy have advanced a force to Raleigh Court-House. It is 

estimated by some as aregiment and by others at 3,000 men. They 

scouted to Pack’s Ferry yesterday. I willsoon know all about them. 

I can hardly think that they meditate anything serious. 

JNO. McCAUSLAND, 

Colonel, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
: Dublin, January 31, 1864. 
Hon. JAmgs A. SEDDON, Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 


There are indications of another movement of the enemy from 
the Kanawha. A force was at Raleigh Court-House yesterday and 
scouted to Pack’s Ferry. They were also examining obstructions 
from Lewisburg to Gauley. I think it highly probable these are only 
to engage my attention in front, whilst a cavalry force moves from 
the Kanawha through Tazewell, or from the north by Callaghan’s. 
In either case it is very important to have troops on this railroad. 
I again respectfully urge that General Wharton’s brigade be 
ordered immediately within this department and on the railroad. 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


(Same, excepting last paragraph, to General Lee.) 


Abstract from monthly return of the Army of Northern Virginia, General Robert 
E. Lee, C.S. Army, commanding, January 31, 1864 ; headquarters Orange Court- 
House, Va. 
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d Thomas’ brigade detached. g Not reported. 
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Abstract from return of the Department of Western Virginia, Maj. Gen. Samuel — 
Jones, O. S. Army, commanding, for the month of January, 1864 ; headquarters — 


Dublin Depot, W. Va. 


OPERATIONS IN N. ©, VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. [CHap. XLV. 
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a On detached service in East Tennessee, by order of Lieutenant-General Longstreet. 
b Beckley’s regiment (aggregate 520) not heretofore reported, 


c At Saltville. 


dIn front, acting under orders of Lieutenant-General Longstreet ; last return used. 


e One or two companies on this return not heretofore reported. 


Jf On detached service with Echols’ brigade. 

gOn raid ; no report received ; not included. 

h On detached service with McCausland’s brigade. 
74One company reported on detached service. 


j On detached service as couriers at Dublin and on courier-line ; not heretofore reported. 
kMcClung’s battery (aggregate 53) and Burroughs’ battery (aggregate 78) on detached service at 


Saltville, and reported separately. 


Organization of troops inthe Department of Western Virginia, com- 
manded by Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, C. S. Army, January, 1864. 


RANSOM’S DIVISION. 


Brig. Gen. GABRIEL C. WHARTON. 
Wharton's Brigade. 
Col. AUGUSTUS FORSBERG. 


45th Virginia.* 


51st Virginia, Lieut. Col. John P. Wolfe. 


i 


*On detached service at Saltville, 


30th Virginia Battalion Sharpshooters, Lieut. Col. J. Lyle Clarke. 
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Jones’ Cavalry Brigade. 


Brig. Gen, WILLIAM E. JONES. 


8th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Alphonso F. Cook. 
21st Virginia, Capt. W. H. Balthis. 
27th Virginia Battalion, Capt. John B, Thompson. 
34th Virginia Battalion, Lieut. Col. Vinson A. Witcher. 
86th Virginia Battalion, Capt. C. T. Smith. 
d7th Virginia Battalion, Maj. James R. Claiborne. 


Jackson's Brigade.* 


Brig. Gen. ALFRED E. JACKSON. 


Thomas’ North Carolina Regiment, Lieut. Col. James R. Love. 
Walker’s North Carolina Battalion, Maj. James A. McKamy. 
Williams’ Cavalry Brigade. 
Col. JAMES EH. CARTER. 
16th Georgia Battalion, Lieut. Col. 8. J. Winn. 
4th Kentucky, Maj. Nathan Parker. 
May’s Kentucky Regiment, Lieut. Col. Edwin Trimble. 


ist Tennessee, Lieut. Col. Onslow Bean. 
64th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Auburn L. Pridemore. 


King’s Artillery Battalion. 
Capt. GEORGE S. DAVIDSON. 
Davidson’s (Virginia) battery, Lieut. John T. Johnson 
Lowry’s (Virginia) battery, Lieut. J. H. Pence. 
Otey (Virginia) Battery, Capt. David N. Walker. 
i Ringgold (Virginia) Battery, Capt. Crispin Dickenson. 


DETACHED BRIGADES, &C. 


Echols’ Brigade. MeCausland’s Brigade. 
Col. GEORGE 8. PATTON. _ Col. JOHN MCCAUSLAND. 
22d Virginia.+ 86th Virginia, Maj. Thomas Smith. 
23d Virginia Battalion.+ 60th Virginia, Col. Beuhring H. Jones. 
26th Virginia Battalion.+ Beckley’s (Virginia) Battalion, Lieut. 
Partisan Rangers (two companies). Col. Henry M. Beckley. 
Chapman’s (Virginia) battery.+ Bryan’s (Virginia) battery. + 
Jacksows Brigade. 
Albert G. Jenkins’ Brigade. t Col. WILLIAM L. JACKSON. — 
14th Virginia Cavalry,§ Col. James Coch- | 19th Virginia Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Will- 
ran. iam P. Thompson. 
16th Virginia Cavalry, Col. Milton J. | 20th Virginia Cavalry, Col. William W. 
Ferguson. Arnett. 
17th Virginia Cavalry,“] Maj. Frederick ; Seven detached companies. + 
F. Smith. 


m Lurty’s (Virginia) battery.+ 


* On detached service in Hast Tennessee. 

{+ Names of commanders not given. 

t On detached service with different commands. 

§ With Echols’ brigade. 

| Part in Tazewell County; part on raid to Wayne County. 
4] With McCausland’s brigade. 
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Unattached. 


22d Virginia Cavalry, Col. Henry S. Bowen. 
Artillery. 


Burroughs’ (Tennessee) battery.* 

Levi's (Virginia) battery.* 

McClung’s (Tennessee) battery.* ‘ : 
Botetourt (Virginia) Artillery,t Lieut. Francis G. Obenchain. — 
Jackson’s (Virginia) Horse Artillery, Lieut. Randolph H. Blain. 


Abstract from return of the Department of the Cape Fear, Maj. Gen. William H. 
C. Whiting, C. S. Army, commanding, January 31, 1864; headquarters Wil- 
mington, N. C 
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Organization of troops wm the Department of the Cape Fear, Maj. 
Gen. Wiltam H. C. Whiting, C. S. Army, commanding, January 3 
31, 1864. 


Martin's Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. JAMES G. MARTIN, 


17th North Carolina, Col. William F. Martin. 
42d North Carolina, Lieut. Col. John E. Brown. 
50th North Carolina, Col. George Wortham. 
66th North Carolina, Col. Alexander D. Moore. 


Heavy Artillery. 


Forts Campbell and Holmes, Col. John J. Hedrick. 
Fort Caswell, Col. T. M. Jones. 

Fort Fisher, Col. William Lamb. 

Wilmington, Col. George A. Cunningham. 


Cavalry. 
7th Confederate (three companies), 


5th North Carolina (one company), » Col. George Jackson. 
oth South Carolina (two companies), 


* At Saltville. 
+ At New River bridge. 
{ At Walker’s Creek, Pulaski County, Va. 
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Light Artillery. 


3d North Carolina Battalion, Battery A, Capt. Andrew J. Ellis. 
3d North Carolina Battalion, Battery B, Capt. William Badham, jr. 
13th North Carolina Battalion, Battery A, Capt. Lewis H. Webb. 
13th North Carolina Battalion, Battery D, Capt. Zachariah T. Adams. 
Boggs’ (Virginia) Battalion. \ 
Young’s (Virginia) battery, Capt. Edward R. Young. 
Paris’ (Virginia) battery, Capt. Andrew B. Paris. 
Wilmington (North Carolina) Horse Artillery, Capt. Thomas J. Southerland. 


HEADQUARTERS PICKET, 
February 1, 1864—2 p. m. 

[General J. D. IMBODEN:| 

GENERAL : I sent a man some two hours ago to report to you the 
presence of the enemy at Strasburg. I have a report from two relia- 
ble men, who have just come in from that place, that they are about 
1,000 strong, with four pieces of artillery. They are reported 
encamped about 1 mile from the town, on the Capon Springs road. 
It is supposed by Mr. Snodgrass, a scout detailed by General Rosser, 
to be Averell’s force. They reached Strasburg soon after day, where 
they fed before going into camp. Mr. Snodgrass reports the enemy 
have been largely re-enforced in the lower valley. Some of the citi- 
zens reported to Mr. Snodgrass that Colonel Thomas’ brigade, of 
Kilpatrick’s division, was along (doubtful). I have advanced my 
vedettes and sent forward small scouting parties. 


Your obedient servant, 
T. STURGIS DAVIS, 
Captain, Commanding. 


STRASBURG, February 1, 1864—6.15 p. m. 


Brig. Gen. J. D. IMBODEN, 
Commanding Valley District : 

GENERAL: The force here this morning was part of Averell’s com- 
mand. They started in the direction of Wardensville, and left the 
impression that they were after Rosser. They had four pieces of 
artillery and two ambulances with them. They had about 400 men 
with them, not more, including the First and Second Virginia, com- 
manded by a man by the name of Thompson. I will follow on their 
tracks and dispatch you. 


Your obedient servant, 
T. STURGIS DAVIS, 


Commanding Outpost. 


BURLINGTON, February 1, 1864. 
[General J. A. HARLY:] 

GENERAL: I found a small force of cavalry here this morning 
when I arrived. They ran in direction of New Creek, blockading 
the road through the mountains. I believe I am getting all the 
cows, sheep, &c.; some will not amount to much. I am about 
starting on down toward Cumberland ; will sweep all the country 
right and left and bring everything out. I will return by way of 
Moorefield, reaching there on the 3d or 4th. Citizens report Averell 
moving up the valley, but they don’t know anything about it. It 


° 
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was very difficult to induce McNeill across the mountains, and I 
think he will do nothing after all. If you wish to communicate 
with me do so by the road upon which this courier will ride. 


Most respectfully, yours, 
7 he T. L. ROSSER, 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 1, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. S. Jones, Comdg. Department of Western Virginia: 
GENERAL: The tithe collector for the eleventh Congressional 
district of Virginia has forwarded to Col. Larkin Smith, the chief 
tithe collector, a complaint of the action of Col. W. L. Jackson’s 
command in collecting the tithes in Rockbridge County. Colonel 
Smith has sent the paper tome. I think it would be well for Col- 
onel Jackson to forage his command farther west, and as far from the 
lines of railway as possible, so as to eat up the forage not accessible 
otherwise. He is now drawing on the resources of this army, and 
it is a very difficult matter to get even a small supply for our ani- 
mals. It is very important also that none but specially authorized 
quartermasters and commissaries collect this tax in kind. All 
other persons should be sent to the depots of the tax in kind for 
supplies. 
Iam, very respectfully. your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEH, 
General, 


e 


HEADQUARTERS, February 1, 1864. 
Major McCLELLAN, Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Masor: On my return I proposed to General Gordon to place a 
regiment on the plank road for picket duty, and he is to let me know 
to-day if he can do this. His answer shall be telegraphed to you. 
The other brigade has not been moved, owing to the rumored 
advance of the enemy from the Peninsula. I shall be compelled to 
move it, however, as the supply of forage within reach is exhausted, 
and the railroad furnishes very little. Only one shipment came last 
week, and none is expected till Tuesday, while in the mean time a 
part of the command has none. I sent Captain Trezevant to make 
an investigation of the country below here, and he reports that it 
will be necessary to move 60 miles to procure forage. Shall Butler’s 
brigade be moved that distance ? It 1s absolutely necéssary to make 
a change, for the decreased strength of this brigade makes me fear 
that it will be unfit for duty at the opening of the campaign. I in- 
close a paper* showing the alarming decrease in this command, 
which, if not promptly remedied, will soon dismount every man in. 
it. Icall the attention of the major-general commanding to this 
unfortunate condition of affairs, in the hope that he may be able to 
suggest aremedy. Within the last twelve months upward of 2,000 
horses have been brought on to this brigade, besides those which 
nee captured, and now not 500 men can be mounted on serviceable 

orses. 
I am, very respectfully, 
WADE HAMPTON, 
Major-General. 


as N ot found. 


t 
“ 


Cnap. XLV,] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 1141 


HEADQUARTERS C. 8. ForcEs, 

' F Mount Jackson, February 2, 1864. 

Maj. Gen. J. A. EARLY : 
GENERAL: The foregoing [following] dispatch is from a gentle- 

man well known to me, and of the highest respectability. I inclose 

you three dispatches* from my outposts yesterday and last night. 

These convey all-the reliable information I have. 


Yours, respectfully, 
J. D. IMBODEN, 
Brigadier-General. 


- FEBRUARY 1, 1864. 
Brigadier-General IMBODEN : 

GENERAL: You may have the information ere this reaches you, 
but I find- that 3,500 (an estimate made on the spot) Yankees 
(mounted), with four pieces of artillery, passed through Winchester 
last night in the direction of Romney. They may have taken the 
Moorefield grade. The estimate formed by persons in Winchester 
of the train varied ; some say that at least 100 in all passed. Excuse 
haste and abadpen. I had the pleasure of having you with me a 
few moments once, during the high waters in July last. 


. 


HEADQUARTERS, February 2, 1864. 
General SAMUEL JONES, 
Commanding, &c.: 

I have received your dispatch of the 31st ultimo, reporting indi- 
cations of another advance of the enemy from the Kanawha, and 
your opinion that there should be some troops on the railroad, I 
have no troops to send. The facts had better be reported to the Sec- 
retary of War, as your department is beyond the limits of my com- 
mand. General Averell, by the last reports of scouts in the valley, 
was at Martinsburg, with hiscavalry. Ithink it probable, however, 
from the success that has hitherto attended his expeditions, that 
whenever the weather permits they will be renewed. Every prepara- 
tion ought now to be made to resist them. The main cause of his 
success appears to me at this distance to be owing to the terror with | 
which he has inspired the troops. As soon as his approach is an- 
nounced his progress is neither retarded nor watched. 

A body of select troops should remain constantly in his front, ob- 
structing his advance and reporting his route, that troops might be 
concentrated at the desired point. I know the difficulty of guarding 
a longline. You cannot have sufficient force at every vulnerable 
point, whereas the enemy can select whatever point he pleases, But — 
[ think the main passes through the mountains could be so fortified 
as to be held by a small force, and the minor ones so obstructed as 
to greatly embarrass their passage. If the home guards or local 
organizations could be got to hold the fortified passes, it would leave 
all your regular force free to move where necessary. But if you 
could make your arrangements such as to enable you to attack them 
at some vulnerable point and throw them on the defensive it would 
lighten your labor exceedingly. 

I have sent Captain Howard, of the engineers of this army, to ex- 
amine the routes through the Alleghany range south of Staunton. . 


_ * Not found as inclosures ; but see two dispatches from Davis to Imboden, p. 1139, 
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He will be joined by some young officers who have been occupied in 
that country for some time, and I hope a serviceable map of the roads, 
&c., can be formed by the spring, which may aid in future opera- 
tions. I would recommend, if not already done, that similar ex- 
aminations on the ranges west be made. I would recommend also 
that the people be organized for the defense of the country ; that 
all subject to military duty be brought into the regular service, and 
that existing organizations be filled rather than new ones created; 
that all deserters be sent to their proper commands and all cowards 
punished. I wish I could spare you some troops or aid you in any 
way, but the enemy in my front is active and increasing and I re- 


quire all I have. - 
Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. HE. LEE, 
General. 


War DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., February 2, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: 

I respectfully submit copies of the correspondence of General W. 
H. C. Whiting, relative to_the defenses of Wilmington, N. C.,* pre- 
pared with a view to a response to the accompanying resolution of 
the House of Representatives of the 31st December, 1863. It em- 
braces letters to the Secretary of War, Adjutant and Inspector Gen- 
eral, and superior officers, Generals Hill and Longstreet, from the 
28th January to the 21st December, 1863. 

One important communication, which was inclosed in the note of 
March 19, 1863 (p. 12), is not inthe Department. It consisted of a de- 
scription of the defenses of Wilmington, and was accompanied by 
maps. This ‘‘memoir,” asGeneral Whiting called it, was referred by 
you to the President on the 23d of March, 1863, and I do not find that 
it has been returned. I suppose, and in this Mr. Harrison concurs, 
_ that the President may have desired to keep it by him for reference. 
I have twice telegraphed to General Whiting requesting a copy of it, 
once near two weeks and again a week ago, but have not heard from 
him. With this explanation I submit the copy as it is. 


Respectfully, 
eR Ge Eek Aan 
Chief of Bureau of War. 


MILL CREEK, February 2, 1864. 
[General J. A. EARLY :] 

GENERAL: I will be in camp to-morrow morning. I destroyed 
three important bridges on the railroad this morning—the Patter- 
son’s Creek, the bridge over the Potomac, and the canal bridge. 
Captured 40 prisoners, and have sent, since I left you, 800 cows and 
300 or 400 sheep to the rear. 

Most respectfully, 
T. L. ROSSER, 
Brigadier-General. 

P..8.—Averell or some other man has been after meall day. The 
regiment left in the gap has been fighting him. 

y, Tota: 


* Not found as inclosures. 
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HEADQUARTERS, February 3, 1864. 
Major McCLELLan, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Masor: Captain Sandy, assistant quartermaster, reported to me 
yesterday, having received instructions to bring twenty wagons up. 
He has been employed in hauling supplies from the counties below 
me, and he reports but little forage to be had. I inclose amemoran- 
dum from him. I have ordered him to makea depot at Lloyd’s, and 
have suggested to General Young to make his camp near that point. 
As there are no further indications of an advance of the enemy from 
the Peninsula, I think this brigade had better move at once, but I 
shall await your reply by telegraph before giving orders that this 
should be done. The Fifth North Carolina will be sent home in a’ 
few days. General Gordon has determined to establish his picket 
force on the plank road,and Major Neal has gone up to Orange 
Court-House to make the necessary arrangements with Major Har- 
man. I will leave General Gordon where he now is, near Milford, 
and General Young will keep up his present picket-line. Every 
effort shall be made to procure supplies so as to recruit the horses. 


1 am, very respectfully, 
WADE HAMPTON, 
Major-General. 


{First indorsement:] 


Hpgrs. Cav. Corps, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 4, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

I think that Lloyd’s is too far from the picket-line, being over 40 
miles from Fredericksburg, and if the commanding general concurs 
with me in this opinion I will order this brigade to be established at 
some intermediate point. I have just sent General Hampton five 
additional wagons. A few days ago I sent him four teams and two 


wagons, 
day Hage ai, li Oak be 
Major-General. 
[Second indorsement. | 


HEADQUARTERS, February 4, 1864. 

General Hampton telegraphs that General Elzey wishes him to 
move toward Hanover, a& there is now no doubt in his mind that 
Richmond is to be attacked from the Peninsula. Until this is ascer- 
tained, of which I am not so certain, General H. had better [remain | 
within reach of Hanover Court-House, and his depot had better not 
be so exposed as it would be at Lloyd’s; but he must establish himself 
where he can get supplies. 

R. HE. LEE, 


General. 
[Inclosure. ] 

FEBRUARY 2, 1864. 
Having been engaged in hauling forage from the counties of Han- 
over, New Kent, King William, King and Queen, and Essex, I am 
satisfied forage is scarce, long forage particularly. There is yet 
some corn that can be bought, together with the tithes or tax in 

kind, is about all that can be obtained, I think. 
PHILIP A. SANDY, 
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster. 


, 
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CONFIDENTIAL. | HEADQUARTERS, 
Orange Cowrl-House, February 3, 1864, — 
His Excelleny JEFFERSON Davis, 
President Confederate States : . 
Mr. PresipENtT: The approach of spring causes me to consider 
with anxiety the probable action of the enemy, and the possible 
operations of ours in the ensuing campaign. If we could take the 
initiative and fall upon them unexpectedly we might derange their 
plans and embarrass them the whole summer. There are only two 
points east of the Mississippi where it now appears this could be 
done. If Longstreet could be strengthened or given greater mobility 
than he now possesses, he might penetrate into Kentucky, where he 
could support himself, cut Grant’s communications, so as to compel 
him at least to detach from Johnston’s front and enable him to take 
the offensive and regain the ground we have lost. I need not dwell 
upon the advantages of success in that quarter. The whole is appar- 
ent to you. Longstreet can be given greater mobility by supplying 
him with horses and mules to mount his infantry. He can only be 
strengthened by detaching from Beauregard’s, Johnston’s, or this 
army. If I could draw Longstreet secretly and rapidly to me, I 
might succeed in forcing General Meade back to Washington, and 
exciting sufficient apprehension at least for their own position to 
weaken any movement against ours. All the cavalry would have to 
be left in Longstreet’s present front, and Jones would have to be 
strengthened. If the first plan is adopted, supplies will have at once 
to be accumulated at Bristol or along the Virginia and Tennessee 
Railroad, ostensibly for Longstreet’s present use. If the latter, pro- 
vision must be made at Gordonsville and Richmond for this army. 
We are not in a condition, and never have been, in my opinion, to 
invade the enemy’s country with a prospect of permanent benefit. 
But we can alarm and embarrass him to some extent, and thus pre- 
vent his undertaking anything of magnitude against us. I have 
ventured to suggest these ideas to Your Excellency for consideration, 
that, viewing the whole subject with your knowledge of the state of 
things east and west, you may know whether either is feasible, or 
what else can better be done. Time is an important element to our 
success. 
Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
: Re DN, 
~ General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, / Hpgrs. ARMy oF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
No. 14. j February 3, 1864, 

The commanding general announces with gratification the re- 
enlistment of the regiments of this army for the war, and the re- 
iteration of the war regiments of their determination to continue in 
arms until independence is achieved. This action gives new cause 
for the gratitude and admiration of their countrymen. It is hoped 
this patriotic movement, commenced in the Army of Tennessee, will 
be followed by every brigade of the Army of Northern Virginia, 
and extend from army to army until the soldiers of the South stand 
in one embattled host determined never to yield. 

The troops which initiated this movement, so honorable to them- 
selves and so pleasing to the country. are Hart’s (South Carolina) 
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battery, Battle’s (Alabama) brigade, Doles’ (Georgia) brigade, Ram- 
seur’s (North Carolina) brigade, Johnston’s (North Carolina) brigade, 
Daniel’s (North Carolina) brigade, the Eleventh and Kighth Alabama 
Regiments, and the Forty-seventh Regiment North Carolina troops. 
Soldiers, imitate this noble example and evince to the world that 
you never can be conquered. The blessing of God upon your un- 
seeaited courage will bestow peace and iidenennenee to a grateful 
people. 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, February 3, 1864. 
Col. Wi1LL1AmM M. Browne, 
Aide to the President, Richmond: ; 
CoLoNnEL: I learn that a call has been made by Congress for my 
correspondence on the defenses of Wilmington. 1 write respectfully 
suggesting, for obvious reasons, that it should not be printed or 
made public, at least till all danger shall have passed. If it is printed 
there is great likelihood of copies finding their way to the enemy, in 
which case the whole system of defense would be exposed and our 
weak points designated. 
Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 
{Indorsement. ] 
FEBRUARY 6, 1864. 


Respectfully referred by the President to the honorable Secretary 
of War, to be considered in connection with the call for the corre- 
spondence referred to. 

G. W. C. LEE, 


Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


Kinston, February 3, 1864. 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 

GENERAL: Made a reconnaissance within a mile and a half of New 
Berne, with Hoke’s brigade and a part of Corse’s and Clingman’s 
and some artillery. Met the enemy in force at Batchelder’s Creek; 
killed and wounded about 100 in all; captured 13 officers and 280 
prisoners, 14 negroes, 2 rifled pieces and caissons, 300 stands of small- 
arms, 4 ambulances, 3 wagons, 55 animals, a quantity of clothing, 
camp and garrison equipage, and 2 flags. Commander Wood, C. 8. 
Navy, captured and destroyed U. 8. gun-boat Underwriter. Our 
loss, 35 killed and wounded. Am returning toward Kinston. 

G. E. PICKETT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


/ 


Hpagrs. Cav. Corps, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 4, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. WADE HAMPTON, 
Commanding, &e. : 
GENERAL: General Stuart directs me to say that, in consequence of 
the threatened advance upon Richmond from the Peninsula, Lloyd’s 
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will be too much exposed to be made a depot of supplies. It will 


also be necessary in consequence of the move of the enemy to move 
your command toward Hanover Court-House. It will be necessary, 
however, for you to make arrangements to supply your command, 
- and General Stuart would advise you not to move far from the rail- 
road, so that you can receive your supply of corn from it, and de- 
vote most your wagons to hauling long forage, especially as it seems 
that the failure to supply your horses with corn from the railroad 
has been owing to a misunderstanding as to the point where it 
should be deposited. General Stuart also directs me to inclose a 
memorandum* of forage which it is said can be obtained near 
Wallers Tavern. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
- H. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


RicHMonpD, February 5, 1864. 
General RopertT E. LEE, . 
Comdg. Army of N. Va., near Orange Court-House : 


GENERAL: Your communications of the 13th, 19th, and 30th ul- 
timo, as also that of the 2d instant, have been received. That of the 
13th came to hand just after my letter of the 20th had been mailed. 

I have carefully considered your views, and agree with you fully 
that our main reliance must be our home resources, though I do 
think that under proper management importations from abroad 
will go far to supply certain deficiencies. I am giad, too, to see that 
you do not encourage further the purchase of leather by the ex- 
change of hides, as that course undoubtedly leads to an extravagant 
expenditure of material. I prefer even, as heretofore suggested, 
resorting to impressment. 

Tam making every effort to fill promptly the requisition from Major 
Harman for leather with which to repairshoes. I am compelled to 
say, however, that it will not be practicable, for the present at least, 
to furnish you with material from the depot at this point to be made 
up into shoes in camp. With the aid of men temporarily detailed 
from the local commands, and material renewed at short intervals 
from the country at large, this depot is now turning out daily nearly 
500 pairs of shoes. Is it desirable to break up this establishment, 
where leather can certainly be worked up with more safety and econ- 
omy than in the field, by encroaching upon its supply of material in 
the manner proposed ? The samples forwarded from your command, 
especially that from Posey’s brigade, compare favorably with shoes 
manufactured elsewhere. It is not easy, though, to make all of a pro- 
duction correspond with furnished samples. Although many of the 
detailed men sent to the depot are but cobblers, and some not even that, 
I am satisfied that the shoes turned out here are fair specimens and 
serviceable. Iam informed by Major Ferguson that two members 
of your staff, General Chilton and Major Taylor, seemed thoroughly 
eae on this point, after a personal inspection of his Sceuaht 
ment. 


1 


* Not found. 


4 


~ 
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I inclose several blank authorities, to be filled up with the names 
of such agents or officers as Major Harman may select to obtain 
from the valley the leather reported to be there. Some I have 
signed and others go unsigned, as it is my impression that general 
orders, if not the law, require that all impressments made for the 
immediate use of an army shall be authorized by the commanding 
officers of the army or some detachment thereof. I hope that, 
through energetic and discreet agents, Major Harman may succeed 
in procuring large quantities of leather from the valley and other 
accessible points, and that your expectations in connection with its 
manufacture into shoes by the men available in camp may be fully 
realized. I will do all in my power to assist you. I have ordered a 
lot of shoemakers’ tools just received at Mobile to be sent forward, 
and it may be that Major Dillard, at Columbus, Ga., will be able to 
spare some leather. I look for his report daily. ; 

You desire to be informed in regard to the prospects for the future. 
As to the article of blankets, we are entirely dependent upon the for- 
eign markets for our supply. There is not a solitary establishment 
within the limits of the Confederacy where they are made, nor is - 
there one, since the destruction of Crenshaw’s, at this place, by fire, 
that possesses the appliances for making them. In view of this, 
would it not be well to require the men to turn them in for reissue just 
as soon as approaching summer will justify, as at that season these 
articles are wasted? The Department is also, owing to the great 
scarcity of wool, somewhat dependent upon the receipts from abroad 
for the heavy woolen cloths essential for winter wear. Inthe impor- 
tant item of shoes, I believe we are now laboring under our greatest 
difficulties, and that the coming spring will bring great relief. I do 
not allude so much to the relief incident to the season itself as that 
which will result from our increased resources. Besides the shoe 
establishment here, there are two other large ones in Georgia, at 
Columbus and Atlanta, and minor affairs at other points. Arrange- 
ments have been recently entered into for the introduction of ma- 
chinery, which, with limited details, will enable two of these work- 
shops to turn out 1,000 pairs of shoes each daily. Major Dillard has 
also in hand a very large number of hides that have been for some 
time in the vats, and which he reports will be available in the spring. 
A small portion of that material would relieve, if available now, the 
wants of the army. 

In your letter of the 30th ultimo you remark that the army is in 
great distress for shoes and clothes, and that the requisitions sent in 
are unanswered. This carries with it, I think, some injustice to 
the Department. At the beginning of the present month the first 
consolidated requisition for supplies for the Army of Northern Vir- 

-ginia was received. Theretofore the practice had been to send 
partial requisitions, approved by the chief quartermaster, some 
times for divisions, sometimes brigades, and at other times for regi- 
ments even. 

While all called for has not been sent, and that would be difficult to 
do, between our limited resources and _ the liberal character of the 
requisitions, surely the supplies forwarded, embracing thousands of 
pairs of shoes, blankets, and suits of clothing, must have filled some 
of the requisitions. I will forward to you, at an early day, a report 
showing the extent of the issues made. 

A. R. LAWTON, 


Quartermaster-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, February 6, 1864. 
General STUART, 
Commanding, &e.: | 

General Ewell reports enemy in force at Morton’s Ford and is} 
getting his troops in position. I have sent for artillery. Endeavor | 
to find out enemy’s intentions and direction. If his army is in 
motion we must concentrate and fight him. You had better prepare 

Wickham to move to the front. 
Very respectfully, | 
R. E. LEE, ~| 


General. 


General STUART, _ 
Commanding, &c.: 


General Ewell reports that the enemy has crossed two regiments | 
of infantry at Morton’s Ford and driven in his pickets. They have 
two batteries in position. Notify your pickets to be on alert and be 
prepared to move with cavalry if necessary. 

Very respectfully, 


| 

| 

HEADQUARTERS, February 6, 1864. | 
, 


R. E. LEE, 
General. 


ORANGE CourtT-Hovusn, Va4., 
February 6, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. WADE Hampton, 
Hamilton's Crossing : 

Have one brigade ready. to move at short notice. Indications at 
Morton’s Ford may make it necessary for you to move to the support 
of your picket-line. Get up some hard bread. 

; Je duvet E UA we 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Chaffin’s Farm, February 6, 1864. 
Maj. T. O. CHESTNEY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


The enemy have not attempted to rebuild Diascond bridge, as: 
the newspapers reported. A dispatch from Lieutenant Hume, com- 
manding foot scouts, dated 10 a. m. yesterday, says that Colonel. 
Spear, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, was expected to make an 
expedition up the Peninsula some 5 or 10 miles, for the purpose of 
administering the oath of allegiance to the citizens. All in Will- 
ilamsburg were required to take it on the 3d and 4th instant. He 
thinks the enemy’s contemplated raid has been delayed by the 
desertion of the prisoner sent to you, and that Williamsburg is to be 
held by a stronger force, and become an important permanent post. 


I am, major, yours respectfully, 
EPPA HUNTON, 


Brigadier-General. 
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[No. 7.]J—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to North Carolina troops. 


The Congress of the Confederate States having learned through 
he public press of the re-enlistment for the war of the North Caro- 
ina brigade, in the Army of Northern Virginia, serving under Gen- 
ral Robert D. Johnston: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
‘hat the patriotism and spirit of the North Carolina troops, evinced 
yy their prompt and voluntary devotion of themselves afresh to the 
ervice of the country, are beyond all praise, and deserve the un- 
ounded gratitude of the country. 

Approved February 6, 1864. 


No. 9./—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to the Alabama troops who have re- 
enlisted for the war. 


Whereas the Alabama troops composing the brigade commanded 
yy Brig. Gen. Cullen A. Battle, in the Army of Northern Virginia, 
olunteered in the service of the Confederate States in the early 
art of the year 1861, upon the first call for troops for the defense of 
Jirginia, have participated in every battle fought by that army 
rom the battle of Seven Pines to that of Gettysburg, always win- 
ing by their gallantry and devotion deserved praise and honor ; 
nd now, after enduring for nearly three years the hardships and 
angers of active military service, have re-enlisted for the war: 
*herefore, 

Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
‘hat the thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby cordially tend- 
red, to the Alabama troops, who, by their renewing the offer of 
heir services to the country for the war in advance of any legisla- 
ive action, have shown a spirit undaunted, a heroic determination 
o battle ever until the independence of their country is established, 
nd a consecration to the cause of liberty worthy of imitation by 
heir comrades. 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate a copy 
f these resolutions to the commander and troops of said brigade, 
s an evidence of the grateful appreciation by Congress of their 
ortitude and heroism during the trials and dangers of past services 
nd of their late act of patriotism, confirming the faith and reas- 
uring the hope of the patriot. 

Approved February 6, 1864. 


{No. 10.|—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to certain Florida troops. 


Resolved, That the thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby 
endered, to the officers and men of the Second Florida Regiment, 
rho, after a service of distinguished gallantry and heroic suffering 
or nearly three years, did, on the 28th ultimo, at a meeting held 
ear Rapidan Station, Va., resolve to re-enlist for the war at the 
xpiration of their present term of service. 

Approved February 6, 1864. 
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[No. 11.]—J OINT RESOLUTION of thanks to the division commanded by Major- 


General Rodes. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America, having 
learned that the division of troops commanded by Major-General 
Rodes have re-enlisted for the war, do— 

Resolve, That the thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby 
tendered, to the officers and troops commanded by Major-General 
Rodes for the patriotism exhibited by them in re-enlisting for the 
war, as well as for the gallantry they have always displayed upon 
the field of battle; and they are assured that their country will 


+ 


4 
= 


always bear in grateful remembrance the noble manner in which 


they have come to her assistance in the hour of her need. 

Resolved further, That the President be requested to communicate 
these resolutions to General Rodes and the officers and troops under 
‘his command. : 

Approved February 6, 1864. 


[No, 12.]}—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to Brig. Gen. 8. D. Ramseur’s brigade 
of North Carolina troops for tendering their services for the war. 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
That the thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby cordially tend- 
ered, to the gallant brigade of North Carolina troops commanded 
by Brig. Gen. 8. D. Ramseur, in the Army of Northern Virginia, 
for their devoted patriotism in unanimously offering their valuable 
services to the Confederacy for the war, after having already signal- 
ized their patriotic zeal, fortitude, and valor on many fields of battle 
and in many scenes of trial. 

Approved February 6, 1864. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
_ No. 16. ; February 7, 1864. 

I. The attention of the army has already been called to the obli- 
gation of a proper observance of the Sabbath, but a sense of its im- 
portance, not only as a moral and religious duty, but as contributing 
to the personal health and well-being of the troops, induces the com- 
manding general to repeat the orders on that subject. He has 
learned with great pleasure that in many brigades convenient houses 
of worship have been erected, and earnestly desires that every facil- 
ity consistent with the requirements of discipline shall be afforded 
the men to assemble themselves together for the purpose of devotion. 

II. To this end he directs that none but duties strictly necessar 
shall be required to be performed on Sunday, and that all labor, bot 
of men and animals, which it is practicable to anticipate or postpone 
or the immediate performance of which is not essential to the safety, 
health, or comfort of the army, shall be suspended on that day. 

III. Commanding officers will require the usual inspections on 
Sunday to be held at such time as not to interfere with the attend- 
ance of the men on divine service at the customary hour in the 
morning. They also will give their attention to the maintenance of 
order and quiet around the places of worship, and prohibit anything 
that may tend to disturb or interrupt religious exercises. 

R. HE. LEE, 


General. 
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WELDON, February 8, 1864. 
General 8. COOPER: 

Your dispatch received. I start with Ransom’s brigade as soon 
as transportation can be procured. Will use all diligence. Cling- 
man’s will follow without delay. 

G. E. PICKETT, 


Major-General, Commanding. 


PETERSBURG, February 9, 1864—11.10 a. m. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Your dispatch of yesterday was received this morning on my 
arrival at this place, too late to stop all of Ransom’s brigade, two 
regiments of which are here, but will go back to-day. I will report 
to you in person to-night or to-morrow morning. 

G. Ee PICKETT 
Major-General, Commanding. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A., 
Richmond, Va., February 9, 1864. 
The PRESIDENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES: 


Str: I have.received a copy of the following resolutions of the 
House of Representatives, referred by Your Excellency to this De- 
partment : 

Resolved, That the President be respectfully requested, if not incompatible with 
the public interest, to communicate to this House any correspondence with General 
Whiting relative to the defense of Wilmington, N. C. 

Second. That the President be also respectfully requested to inform this House 
whether any aid can be given by further legislation to the complete defense of that 
important post. 

I had with much hesitation directed the correspondence to be 
copied, and it was nearly ready for transmission when the letter of 
General W hiting, a copy of which is inclosed,* was received, and 
sharing his fears that serious evils might result from the communi- 
cation of his correspondence at this time, I have concluded to sub- 
mit a copy of his letter instead, believing it will satisfy the House of 
Representatives that it- would be ‘‘incompatible with the public 
interest” to furnish the correspondence called for by their resolution. 

Tam not aware of any measures of legislation required especially 
for the more complete defense of Wilmington. Great skill, energy, 
and activity have been displayed by the general commanding in im- 
proving and strengthening the fortifications of that city. Some 
embarrassments have occasionally resulted from the difficulty of 
commanding the requisite labor, and not unfrequently there has 
been inability to furnish the troops which were desirable for its de- 
fense. Aid in these two respects for the better protection of Wil- 
mington, incommon with that of all other fortified positions, might 
be afforded by legislation which would add to the resources at the 
command of the Department in obtaining an increased number both 
of laborers and of soldiers. 

Respectfully, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


* See p. 1145. 
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Hpgrs. Cav. Corps, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 9, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. L. L. Lomax, 
Commanding, &ce. : 


GENERAL: General Stuart directs me to say that he wishes you to 
have the fords of the Robertson River again barricaded. Where 
timber is not convenient to form abatis, he desires you to have a 
regular stockade formed. He wishes you also to make the roads 
which bisect the principal roads leading from the fords as few as 
possible. The position of your reserve pickets should be rendered 
as secure as possible by abatis, with outlets before and behind well 
known to the men, but difficult of ete a to the enemy, so that in 
case of surprise they can successfully defend themselves. Let a 
pioneer party under a competent officer be detailed for this work. 
When eompedied it will much lessen the chances of your men being 
captured. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ORANGE CourRtT-HovusE, February 10, 1864. 
General S. CooPER : 


Since my last announcement the following troops have re-enlisted 
for the war: The remaining regiments of Wilcox’s old brigade, 
Ninth and Tenth Alabama; Mahone’s brigade, Gordon’s (Georgia) 
brigade, the Third and Twenty-second Georgia Regiments of 
Wright’s brigade, the First Regiment Virginia Artillery, Lomax’s 
(Virginia) cavalry brigade. Re-enlistments progressing in other 
brigades and divisions. 

Rh. E. LEE. 


Hpgrs. Cav. Corps, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 10, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. FirzHucH L&E, 
Commanding Division: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to call your attention to General 
Orders, No. 14, headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, a copy of 
which is inclosed.* [I am desirous that the cavalry of the Army of 
Northern Virginia, which is inferior to no portion of our army in 
the patriotism which inspires its members and in services rendered 
to our cause, should not be behind their comrades in arms in 
expressing to the world their determination never to relinquish this 
contest until an honorable peace renders their heroic sacrifices no 
longer necessary. I well know that this determination exists in the 
heart of every member of this command; that while our enemies 
remain in arms against us there will be found not one who would 
exchange the privations of the camp for all the luxuries of home. 


* See p. 1144, 


%, 
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T only ask for the expression of this determination that it may go 


forth to the world, giving strength and confidence to our friends at 
home, and convincing our enemies and the world of the earnestness 
of our resolve. Already have the brave men of the West, with 
loud acclaim, declared their purpose. Longstreet has sent its echoes 
from the bleak and frozen hills of East Tennessee back to the Atlan- 
tic shore, and in the Army of Northern Virginia the veterans of 
Alabama, North Carolina, Georgia, and Virginia, in other corps, 
have nobly responded to the call. Now, while many of your com- 
panions are at their homes renewing their strength for the coming 
campaign, is a most fitting opportunity for this declaration. Now, 
while surrounded by their friends, in the sweet presence of those 
whom it is their sacred duty to defend, now while the smiles of love 
and beauty are ready to reward, let them renew their vows of patriot- 
ism, and goin for the war. Already has Lomax’s brigade of your 
division gone in toa man; what shal] I say of the rest of Lee’s divis- 
ion, which has never yet been behind in any noble work ? 
I have the honor to be, &c., very respectfully, 
J. HK. B. STUART 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS BUTLER’S CAVALRY BRIGADE, 
February 10, 1864. 
Maj. H. B. McCLELLAN, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Magor: I have the honor, very respectfully, to ask that this bri- 
gade be relieved with four full regiments from the coast of Georgia 
and South Carolina. It is impossible to recruit the brigade unless 
this is done. I cannot see how General Beauregard’s department 
would be loser by this exchange. In less than a month after the 
exchange, this brigade, being on the coast and near their homes, 
would be as full as the new regiments. Two-thirds of my brigade 
are dismounted, and it is impossible to mount them in Virginia. 
Many of the companies have become depleted by casualties in action 
to such a degree that they have fallen below the minimum, and these 
companies would be able in ashort time to recruit up to the requisite 
number. Something must be done, and done soon, or at the begin- 
ning of the spring campaign this brigade will not put as many men in 
the field for duty as ought to constitute one regiment. The author- 
ities are already too well aware that our capital has more than once 
been endangered and exposed to the raids of the enemy, and all for’ 
the reason that our cavalry force was too small to cope with the 


' enemy, and scarcely sufficient to keep up the picket-line. If por- 


tions of our country are laid waste.and our capital exposed for the 
want of cavalry, why not have it when so much is lying idle and 
actually in need of exercise? I respectfully propose that one full 
regiment be ordered on at once and permit me to send back two in 
its place. At the expiration of a month let three others be ordered 
up, and send back my remaining three. This will be giving Gen- 
eral Beauregard five regiments for four. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
PaleeB oY OUNG; 
Brigadier-General. 
73 R R--VOL XXXIII 
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1 / 
[First indorsement. ] 


FEBRUARY 12, 1864. 


Approved and respectfully forwarded. ; 

It is with great reluctance that I make a recommendation which, 
if carried into effect, will take from my command this brigade, which 
T value and trust so highly and to which I am so greatly attached. 
But I feel sure that the service, not only here but in South Carolina 
and Georgia, would be benefited by the exchange proposed. If three 
regiments from South Carolina and two from Georgia were ordered 
on, they could bring into the field next spring 5,000 fresh horses, 
whilst this brigade would perform all the duty required of these 
troops in the south fully as well as they do. Two regiments could 
be sent from here, with all the disabled horses, now, and the others 
could go on as soon as one full regiment from South Carolina reaches 
here. I cannot too strongly urge upon the general commanding the 
importance of this exchange, and I hope he will obtain from the 
Secretary of War a peremptory order to have at least four regi- 
ments sent here, when the State troops go outof service. This bri- 


gade would soon fill up if sent home. 
WADE HAMPTON, 


Major-General. 


[Second indorsement. | 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
February 18, 1864, 

Respectfully forwarded. 

IT cannot approve the transfer of any cavalry from this army when 
the number is already inadequate for the work to be done. I 
heartily approve the immediate and peremptory transfer of two 
Georgia and two South Carolina regiments of cavalry to set out on 
the 1st of March for thisarmy, but no exchange. Thecavalry force 
of. the Confederate States should be apportioned according to the 
force of the enemy of that arm of service opposed. Thus far, this 
has not been done. The enemy has kept his Laroeat and best force 
of cavalry in his Army of the Potomac, while our largest opposing 
has been six brigades. The Army of Tennessee, on the contrary, 
has eight or ten brigades, besides Morgan’s, Forrest’s, and S. D. 
Lee’s commands; and South Carolina and Georgia have 4,000 or 
5,000 fresh cavalry at least. 

J: Hoa bies. Uae le 


Major-General. 
(Third indorsement.] 


Hpqgrs. DEPARTMENT OF NORTHERN VIGRINIA, 
February 15, 1864. 
Respectfully forwarded. 
_ We have not now, nor have we ever had, a sufficiency of cavalry 
in this army for the service required of it. I cannot recammend 
the transfer of any from this army unless its place is supplied by 
that from other departments, and request to know the regiments to 
be sent here before these are removed. 
R. E. LER, 
General. 
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{Fourth indorsement.] 
FEBRUARY 19, 1864. 

Respectfully submitted to Secretary of War, and the transfer 
within recommended, as suggested by General Lee. 

See within letter from General Hampton.* The cavalry in Army 
of Northern Virginia should be speedily re-enforced. It has always 
been too hmited in numbers. 

S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 
(Fifth indorsement. ] 


FEBRUARY 19, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL : 
You will select a proper regiment in South Carolina, full in num- 
bers, and exchange. 
J. A.S. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 34. Richmond, February 10, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 

XII. Maj. William M. Owen, Provisional Army, C. S., is relieved 
from duty with Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, and will report to Lieut. 
Gen. J. Longstreet, commanding, &c., at Morristown, Tenn., for as- 
signment to duty. 

* * * * : * * 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


° 


Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 

Dublin, February 10, 1864. 

General R. E. LEn, 
Commanding, &c., Orange Court-House : 

GENERAL : I have received your letter of the 2d instant. My chief 
reasons for telegraphing you on the 31st ultimo of the indications of 
another move from the Kanawha was that I apprehended the move- 
ment might be designed to attract attention in that direction whilst 
General Averell or some other leader would make another raid east 
_ of but near my department, and I thought it probable you might 

desire to communicate the information to your officers commanding 
in the Valley of Virginia. 

I had no idea of asking you to detach any portion of your army 
permanently to aid me, but only wished you to place a small force’ 
on the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad, to be used in case of neces- 
sity, and to be returned to you when the immediate necessity for 
their presence should be removed. I knew my department was be- 
yond your command, but did not think that any reason why you 
should not give me a little temporary aid in protecting a very long 
and important line, if you could do so without endangering your 
own command. 


* See Hampton to Seddon, February 12, p. 1163, 
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If I had heretofore declined to allow any of my troops to go be- — 
yond my department my command would now be much larger than © 


itis. Two of the infantry regiments I sent to you temporarily, as 
I supposed, have never been returned to me, and all the troops I 
carried to East Tennessee last fall to meet a pressing and, as I sup- 
posed, temporary emergency, caused by the abandonment of that 
section of country, are now under Lieutenant-General Longstreet’s 
orders. 

You seem to overestimate the success which has heretofore at- 
tended General Averell’s expeditions—I mean those of his expeditions 
into and near my department. He has made three such expeditions. 
On the first he was met near White Sulphur Springs, on the 26th and 
2rth of August last, and whipped and driven back to his base with 
heavy loss. 

On the second he drove our troops from Droop Mountain on the 
6th of November last, but suffered so severely that he did not vent- 
ure south of Greenbrier River, and he and his officers admitted, 
as I am informed, the expedition wasa failure. On his third expedi- 
tion, in December last, he succeeded in penetrating between your 
command and mine, and struck the Virginia and Tennessee Rail- 
road, without coming within the limits of this department. On that 

raid he damaged us very slightly, and his own command suffered 
severely. 

I have not observed the. terror with which you seem to think 
Averell has inspired the troops in his front. I was with them dur- 
ing the late raid and did not observe,in them any indications of ter- 
ror; on the contrary, they exhibited, amidst great difficulties and 
hardships, enthusiasm and eagerness to meet the enemy, and if 
Averell had persevered in his attempt to return by the Sweet 
Springs I believe his command would have been captured or de- 
stroyed. 

You suggest that an aggressive movement on my part would, by 
throwing the enemy on the defensive, greatly lighten my labors. It 
happens that the two principal forces in my front operate from dif- 
ferent bases, several hundred miles apart, and are wholly independ- 
ent of each other. They are, besides, so far separated from me, by a 
country devoid of forage and subsistence, that they can easily evade 
me and fall back beyond my reach, if they desire to do so. Neither 
force is dependent upon the other for protection against any attack 
on it, and if I attack either one the other can penetrate to this rail- 
road with impunity, and ride from one end to the other of it, unless 
troops can be sent out of other departments to prevent them. I 
am sure that if you knew the. strength of my command, and had 
looked at the problem before me as earnestly as I have, to see if it 
admitted of a solution calculated to be productive of good to our 
cause, you would not advise me to make an aggressive movement at 
this time. 

I shall lose no opportunity which promises success of striking the 
enemy. 

With great respect, general, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 
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Abstract from field return of the Army of Northern Virginia, General Robert E. 
Lee, C. S. Army, commanding, February 10, 1864; headquarters Orange Court- 
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Second Army Corps, Lieut. Gen. R.S. Ewell: 
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Cavalry Corps,e Maj. Gen. J. E. B. Stuart : 
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Artillery Corps, Brig. Gen. W. N. Pendleton : 
First Army Corps 
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Third Army Corps 
Cavalry Corps 
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Maryland Line 
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a Hoke’s brigade detached 
b Twelfth and Twenty-first Georgia and Forty- 
third North Carolina not reported. 


ce Walker’s brigade detached. 
d Thomas’ brigade detached. 
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Abstract from tri-monthly return of the Department of Richmond, Maj. Gen. 
Arnold Elzey, C. S. Army, commanding, February 10, 1864; headquarters Rich- 
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Abstract from tri-monthly return of the Department of Richmond, &c.—Continued. 
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Organization of troops in the Department of Richmond, commanded 
by Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey, C. S. Army, February 10, 1864. 


Hunton’s Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. Eppa HUNTON. 

8th Virginia, Capt. Henry C. Bowie. | 

19th Virginia, Capt. James G. Woodson. 

28th Virginia, Capt. William L. Wing- 
field. 


82d Virginia, Col. Edgar B. Montague. 

56th Virginia, Capt. John Richardson. 

Holcombe (South Carolina) Legion, Col. | 
W. Pinkney Shingler. 

42d Virginia Battalion Cavalry, Lieut. 


Col. W. T. Robins, 


Maryland Line. 


Col. BRADLEY T. JOHNSON. 


| 2d Maryland, Capt. James P. Crane. 


ist Maryland Cavalry, Lieut.Col. Ridgely 
Brown. 

2d Maryland Battery, Capt. William 
H. Griffin. 

Cooper’s (Virginia) battery, Capt. Ra- 
leigh L. Cooper. 


RICHMOND DEFENSES. 


Col. WALTER H. STEVENS. 


First Division, Inner Line. 
Lieut. Col. JoHN W. ATKINSON. 


10th Virginia Battalion Heavy Artillery, 
Maj. James O. Hensley, 

19th Virginia Battalion Heavy Artillery, 
Maj. N. R. Cary. 


Second Division, Inner Line, 
Lieut. Col. JAMES How arp, 


18th Virginia Battalion Heavy Artillery, 
Maj. Mark B. Hardin. 

20th Virginia Battalion Heavy Artillery, 
Maj. James E. Robertson. 


Unattached. 


Louisiana Guard Artillery, Capt. Charles A, Green. 
Engineer company, Lieut. H. C. Derrick. 
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Light Artillery. 


Lieut. Col. C. E. LiGHTFOOT. 


Caroline (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. Thomas R. Thornton. 
2d Nelson (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. J. Henry Rives. 
Surry (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. James D. Hankins. 


CHAFFIN’S BLUFF. DREWRY’S BLUFF. 
Heavy Artillery.* Heavy Artillery.* 
Lieut. Col. J. M. Maury. Maj. FRANCIS W. SMITH. 
Goochland (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. | Johnston (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. 
Jonathan Talley. Branch J. Epes. 
Virginia Howitzer Company, Capt. | Neblett (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. Wiley 
John J. Young. G. Coleman. 
James City (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. | Southside (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. 
Lucien W. Richardson. John W. Drewry. 
Lunenburg (Virginia) Rebel Artillery, | United (Virginia) Artillery,Capt. Thomas 
Capt. C. Tacitus Allen. Kevill. 
Pamunkey (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. 
Andrew J. Jones. 


CHAFFIN’S FARM. 


Light Artillery Battalion. 


Maj. ALEXANDER W. STARK, 


Alexandria (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. David L. Smoot. 
Mathews (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. A. D. Armistead. 
McComas (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. David A. French. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 11, 1864. 
General J. A, EaRLy, 
Commanding in the Valley: 

GENERAL: I| have received your report of the 6th instant. Your 
expedition to Petersburg and the valley of the Potomac was con- 
ducted with skill and boldness, and attended with important suc- 
cess. J have forwarded your report to the Secretary of War, and 
commended your conduct and that of the troops under you to his 
attention. 

I desire you to turn over to the commissary agent in the valley 
the cattle and sheep, and to the quartermaster of this army the 
wagons and teams for its use. I wish you also to inform me of the 
condition and position of the troops, and to make every arrange- 
ment you can for their comfort. It is my desire to refresh and 
recruit them all I can, particularly the cavalry. It will be neces- 
sary to relieve Rosser’s brigade from further duty and give it an 
opportunity to rest and fill up its ranks. The cavalry of the valley 
will be sufficient for all ordinary duty. I wish you also to inform 
me whether any further benefit can be accomplished by retaining 
Thomas’ and Walker’s brigades longer in the valley, or whether the 
enemy’s force renders it necessary. I wish you would give every 
facility to Captains Janney and Merritt to procure leather for this 


* Reported as infantry. | See p. 43. 
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army. They are now in the valley for that purpose. I must request 
you also to give attention to fortifying the gaps through the mount- 
ains, so as to embarrass, if not arrest, all predatory expeditions of 
the enemy. I have sent Captain Howard, of the engineers, to you 
for this duty, who will be assisted by a party of engineers who have 
been surveying the roads, &c., in, that country for some time. I 
have thought that the principal routes through the mountains could 
be defended by well-constructed fieldworks and the minor ones 
blockaded. ; 
When you have accomplished all the good you can in your pres- 
ent field of duty it is my wish to recall you to your division. 
Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
Rk. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF HENRICO, 
Richmond, Va., February 11, 1864. 
General EARLY, 
Army of Northern Virgina: 

GENERAL: Inclosed I have the honor to forward you copy* of a 
letter written from Williamsport, Md., by Capt. George H. Ham- 
mond, provost-marshal at that place, to one W. L. Dooly, who is 
now confined at this place, with copy* also of the indorsement of 
the Secretary of War on original paper. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 11, 1864. 
General ARNOLD ELZEyY. 
Commanding, Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: As far as I am able to learn, the expedition up the 
Peninsula has returned to, Yorktown. I therefore know of no 
benefit that the troops sent to Hanover Junction and Richmond can 
now accomplish. They were taken from their huts, and, without 
adequate clothing, will suffer when exposed to cold weather like 
the present. I therefore request that you will order them back. I 
recommend that their transportation be so arranged as not to inter- 
fere with that of the supplies for this army. 

Tam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 


February 11, 1864. 
General R. Ff. Hox, 4 : 
Kinston, N.C: ; 

GENERAL: I have received by Major Wharton your report of the 
8th instant of the operations in vicinity of New rarer ; 

Tam very glad to see that you and your gallant brigade accom- 
plished your part of the work, while I regret very much that success 

* Not found, 7 e ee ; +See Pp. 95. 
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did not attend the whole expedition. It is difficult in a combined 
attack to regulate and harmonize on an extensive field all the oper- 
ations, but much was accomplished, and I hope the information 
obtained will secure future success. I am glad that you have made 
arrangements to urge forward the gun-boats. While they are 
being completed I desire you to use every exertion to recruit your 
brigade. If fear this cannot be as well accomplished in your present 
position as if you were farther west, unless the Governor can help 
you. Ihave thought, however, that your two regiments that are 
so much reduced might be sent to the section of the State in which 
they were organized for the purpose of rest and refreshment, and be 
at the same time recruited. HW you can spare them for the time, 
and think they can be recruited, I desire you to send them to the 
most fa\ orable position for the purpose. I hope you will also do all 
in your power for the comfort of your men, as well as to render 
Lani as strong and effective in the approaching campaign as pos- | 
sible. : . 
Tam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. HE. LEE, 


General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 11, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. A. R. Lawron, 
Quartermaster-General: 


GENERAL: I have had the honor to receive your letter of February 
8, calling my attention to Col. Larkin Smith’s indorsement in reply 
to mine of February 1. You have misunderstood the purport of my 
indorsement, which makes no charge against officers of the Quarter- 
master or any other department of using supplies in an unauthorized 
manner. I was not aware of the distinction drawn by Colonel 
Smith between post quartermasters and quartermasters of military 
posts. My intention was to draw the attention of Colonel Smith to 
the fact that officers at many military posts in the country, such as 
Staunton, Liberty, Farmville, Danville, Richmond, &c., under ar- 
ticle 1127, Army Regulations, are allowed to purchase supplies for 
their families. It is believed that large amounts of commissary 
stores are consumed in this way which it would be prudent to send 
-to soldiers in the field. About the date of the indorsement of Feb- 
ruary 1, I wrote to the Secretary of War recommending a modifica- 
tions of regulation 1127 so as to take this privilege from officers at 
posts, in order to husband our limited supplies and remove causes 
of dissatisfaction in the army and among the people. If the Secre- 
tary of War has no power to modify the privilege, I would respect- 
fully suggest that Congress pass a law upon the subject abolishing 
the law in question. A proper inspection of the military posts 

would show the extent of the evil. 
_ lean appreciate the difficulties under which Colonel Smith has 
labored in his efforts to collect the tithes by a well-regulated system, 

and no one can more cordially wish him success than myself. 

Iam, most respeetfully, your obedient servant, 
R, E. LEE, 
General, 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Dublin, February 11, 1864. 
General R. E. LER, 


Comdg. Army of Northern Virginia, Orange C. H., Va.: 

GENERAL: You asked me some weeks since to inform you where 
any cattle, hogs, sheep, &c., can be procured. Brigadier-General 
Hodge has just marched through West North Carolina and informs 
me that he saw large numbers of cattle, hogs, and sheep in the sec- 
tion of country through which he marched. He thinks that even 
at this late day a quantity of hogs might be slaughtered and salted 
in that section of country, or they might be driven near this railroad, 
where salt and transportation would be more ‘convenient. I give 


you the information for what it is worth. That section of country 


is beyond my limits, but the Commissary-General might procure any 
supplies the country affords. That section of country is not as 
loyal as could be wished, and the people would probably not be will- 
ing to take Confederate money, and some force would be necessary 
to collect the supplies. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 


MEaApDow StTaTION, February 12, 1864. 
Major-General ELZEy : 
GENERAL: A courier from Barhamsville reports that the enemy 
was there in heavy cavalry force, advancing rapidly. 


Very respectfully, 
W. P. SHINGLER, 
Pe een 9 Colonel, Cavalry. 
HEADQUARTERS, February 12, 1864. 
General R. E. LEE 
(Through Major-General Stuart) : 

GENERAL: Your telegraphic dispatch reached me last night, and 
one from General Elzey came a short time previously... On the re- 
ception of the last-named one my command received marching 
orders, and I telegraphed to General Elzey advising him of this and 
asking him to give me full information. To this he replied that 
there was no further information. This morning I again communi- 
cated with him and asked if he wished me to go down, but no reply 
has yet reached me. I should have moved down at the first notice 
of the approach of the enemy, but for the fact that false alarms con- 
stantly came from the Peninsula and my command is in such con- 
dition that a hard march would break it down entirely. - The last 
fruitless expedition did my horses much harm. In the North Caro- 
lina brigade only the Second Regiment is here, the First being on 
picket duty, and the major commanding it reports this morning but 
65 horses for duty, and in Young’s brigade I do not think that more 
than 350 men can be mounted. I was therefore very unwilling to 
take my reduced and worn-out command on a rnarch, unless there 
was an actual necessity for my doing so. I had written thus far 
when the following dispatch from General Elzey was received : 


The enemy have again retired to Williamsburg. N» assistance will be required. 


As these advances of the enemy seem to be constant, I would sug- 
gest that the only mode to stop them would be to have a sufficient 
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force organized to move at a moment’s notice. Have it located 
somewhere between this point and King William County, with the 
means of crossing the Pamunkey River, and at the first notice of 
the advance of the enemy let it be thrown across the river at Cum- 
berland Ferry, which is within 2 miles of New Kent Court-House. 

~The river at that point is narrow and the ferry good. This I know 
from a personal examination. If a small mobile force is placed at 
my disposal [ think that 1 can venture to promise that the people of 
Richmond will not be thrown into such regular and great panics as 
they now suffer under. 

A small force of infantry could act in concert with cavalry for 
this purpose to great advantage. Two good flats, which could be 
carried each on a wagon, would furnish ample means of crossing the 
river if, as I suppose is the case, it is not guarded. I will with 
pleasure make a reconnaissance into that country if you desire me 
to do so. I noticed when I was at the Junction the other day that: 
the works there were incomplete. The position is a strong one, and 
it occurs to me that it is of great importance to have our lines there 
strong and complete before the opening of the spring campaign. 
It may be necessary to uncover these lines, in wich case, if they 
are strong, they could repulse any cavalry raid. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

WADE HAMPTON, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, February 12, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War (through Major-General Stuart) : 

Sir: An application has been made by Brigadier-General Young 
to have the brigade he now commands relieved by fresh regiments 
from Georgia and South Carolina, and as I regard this proposition 
as very important, I deem it necessary to give more at large than I 
could do by a simple indorsement the reasons which have forced me 
to approve it. This brigade has participated in nearly all the fights 
which have occurred since its formation ; it has been constantly on 
arduous duty, with the exception of two months, and it is now so 
reduced that it cannot mount 500 men on horses fit for duty. In the 
last year it has had upward of 2,000 fresh horses brought on by the 
men, in addition to those captured, and yet it cannot now turn outa 
full regiment. Many of the men are unable to buy horses here, and 
unless prompt measures for its relief are taken this command, which 
for gallantry and all soldierly qualities is certainly second to none 
in the service, will soon be unfit for duty. The men, who all come 
from distant States, cannot obtain horses readily from their homes, 
nor can their disabled horses be recruited here. But if the brigade 
could be sent home to South Carolina or Georgia its numbers would 
soon be increased, whilst many of the horses which are unfit for 
cavalry could be exchanged with the planters for good ones. Its 
numbers are amply sufficient to perform all the picket duty in 
South Carolina and Georgia, and in case of an attack on either of 
those States its dismounted men, who have been regularly drilled 
as infantry, would be very effective, as the only mode in which cav- 
alry can fight there would be on foot. Five regiments from the two 
States named could be sent to take its place here, and 5,000 well- 
mounted men could be put here, where they will be so much needed 
next spring. Rutledge’s regiment, South Carolina, has 1,350 men 
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in it; the three other South Carolina regiments have each from 
1,000 to 1,100, and Anderson’s Georgia regiment has, I am told, 
1,000. To effect the change proposed I suggest that two of the 
regiments here be ordered at once to South Carolina, and at the 
same time two from South Carolina be ordered to report here. On 
the arrival of the latter here the rest of this brigade could be sent 
to South Carolina, while the other regiments come on here from 
that State. A sufficient force can thus always be kept here, as well 
as on the coast, and when the campaign opens here my command 
will be in condition to do some service. It is with great regret that 
I propose a plan which will take from me the men whom I have 
learned to trust and rely on, but in justice to them and to the serv- 
ice 1am compelled to do so. This is the only plan by which this 
brigade can be saved from destruction or by which the cavalry neces- 
sary here can be obtained. I trust, therefore, that it will be adopted 
at once, and that orders from you will have it promptly carried into 
effect. . 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
; WADE HAMPTON, 


Major-General. 
[Indorsement, ] 


HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 
February 15, 1864. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

This is an unpropitious time for marching cavalry as much re- 
duced as this is so far. Attention is invited to my remarks on a 
similar application of General Young a few days since. We need 
more cavalry here, but cannot spare any. 

J. Ky BeolWVA RT: 
Major-General. 


P. S.—Arrangements have been made to relieve this cavalry from 
picket duty during the month of March, when it will be allowed 
to go to Mathews or Middlesex to recruit for thirty days. The 
horses have received 8 pounds of corn as an average per day for a 
month, according to my inspector’s report, but only 1 or 2 pounds 
of long forage. To remedy the last defect I have directed the best 
forager now in the Confederate States (Major Waite) to be tempo- 
rarily on duty with this brigade to obtain for it long forage, with 
twenty additional wagons furnished from Richmond and five from 
corps quartermaster. With these additional facilities it is believed 
the brigade will fare better than by any disposition otherwise to 
be made. Tennessee, Kentucky, and Virginia cavalry stand this 
climate better than that so far south. 

J. Hh Ba. 


RICHMOND, VA., February 12, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. G. E. Pickett, 
Petersburg, Va. : 

Send but one brigade in answer to my dispatch of the 7th, retaining 
the others for further orders. Let me know by telegraph when the 
brigade may be expected here. Information deemed reliable has 
been received from the Peninsula that the enemy are preparing to 
make a descent on Weldon. 

8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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“HEADQUARTERS, Wilmington, February 12, 1864. 
General S. CoopEr, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond : 


GENERAL: If possible, I beg that you will send me another bri- 
gade, as asked previous to the expedition against New Berne. I have 
not half the troops necessary for common service here for the daily 
duties, leaving the question of attack open. The works are greatly 
increased ; many points threatened and entirely open. The duty of 
the troops is greatly increased by the necessity of protecting and 
saving many valuable cargoes wrecked by the increasing numbers 
and vigilance of the enemy. 

South of the river it is imperative for me to have a force, and I 
have none to place there. I received information from abroad that 
the pressure upon the Northern Government to stop this port and 
take it is enormous. They think there that starvation must do its 
work upon us with the want of supplies. I want to leave nothing to 
chance or to the neglect of the enemy, and therefore wish to be in con- 
dition to prevent a foothold being obtained by which either the rail- 
ways could be cut or my harbor defenses turned before I could inter- 
pose effectual resistance. A brigade was placed at my disposal before 
the New Berne expedition. I now again most earnestly request its 
immediate presence here as indispensable, referring at the same time 
to many previous letters explaining the necessity for its presence. 


Very respecéfully, 
WH Co Witt TING, 
Major-General. 
{First indorsement. ] 


FEBRUARY 15, 1864. 


Respectfully submitted to Secretary of War. 

There are three brigades at Weldon and Kinston, but as a move- 
ment is in contemplation from those points, I question if either of 
these brigades can be spared for the within purpose at this time, and 
I know of no other troops that could be sent to General Whiting, 
whose effective force, by his last return, dated January 31, 1864, was 
5,430; aggregate present, 6,181. The last return of Department of 


North Carolina, under General Pickett, December 31, 1863, shows 


effective force, 10,931; aggregate present, 13,239. Since this return 
he has sent to this city one brigade (Barton’s). 
S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


{Second indorsement.] . 
FEBRUARY 15, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to the President. 
I discern no greater necessity than has long existed for increase of 
force at Wilmington, but in deference to General Whiting, and in 
consideration of the importance of the place, submit his letter to 


your consideration. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 
[Third indorsement. ] 


_ General Bragg, for consideration. 


JW. 


{Fourth indorsement. | 


Kemper’s brigade has gone to Wilmington. 
: 4 . ee BRAXTON BRAGG. 
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. Staunton, February 12, 1864. 
General R. E. LEE, 
Commanding : 

GENERAL: Matters are quiet in the valley at present, and I hear 
of no indications of a movement by the enemy. The enemy has 
left Hardy County, and there has been no effort to reoccupy Peters- 
burg, and I think there will not be any, at least for this winter. 

The statements published in the Yankee papers that they attacked 
Rosser and recaptured the prisoners taken at Patterson’s Creek and 
captured and wounded some of our men is an arrant falsehood from 
beginning to end. When Rosser went to Patterson’s Creek he sent 
a regiment toward Romney to prevent any attempt to get into his 
rear by a force coming from Martinsburg that way. A lieutenant 
and 5 or 6 men were sent ahead as scouts, and on reaching Romney 
found a considerable force of cavalry advancing. They were pur- 
sued by the enemy, and the lieutenant’s horse fell with him in the 
river and threw him, and he is supposed to have been captured. The 
regiment (the Seventh) took position ina gap at Mechanicsburg, and 
there had a skirmish with the advance of the enemy and drove it 
back, having 2 men wounded. Rosser came back without being 
attacked at all and without losing any of his men after the fight with 
the guard for the train. 

The force which came to Moorefield as we were leaving consisted 
of some 2,000 or 3,000 mounted men sent from Martinsburg and 
Charlestown, and a considerable body of infantry and cavalry sent 
from New Creek and Green Spring and Cumberland, with twelve 
pieces of artillery, and perhaps more. It did not attack us and did 
not attempt to follow us. Only some 600 or 700 of the cattle brought 
off will do for beef, and they have been started tothe army. 

Iam here to see the engineers about the defenses to be constructed 
west of this place, and shall leave in the morning for Buffalo Gap 
and Millborough. I desire to know how long you expect me to re- 
main here. You will recollect that I have received no definite in- 
structions, and have always regarded my position here as temporary. 
I have therefore left all my messing arrangements at my division 
headquarters, and I am badly off for horses here. My division 
will require my presence for some time before the beginning of the 
spring campaign to get it into condition. I fear things are getting 
loose there. I wish you, however, to understand that I am willing 


to do any service that you think I can do with benefit to the country. | 


Upon leaving here | should like to go home for some fifteen or 
twenty days before taking command of my division, for several con- 
siderations, as I have not been at home since the war began except 
for a very few days, when I was wounded in June, 1862. However 
as I think all private considerations should give way to the public 
interests in these times, I shall be contented if you think I had 
better not go home. If I do go I should like to be at the March term 
of the court of my county, which takes place on the first Monday of 
the month, as I am informed there is engendering some discontent 
with the war and some lukewarmness in the cause, which I am in- 
formed I can rectify by my presence. ( 

I hear there is some danger of Rosser’s appointment not being con- 
firmed. I have conceived a very high opinion of him as a cavalry 
officer, notwithstanding the affair I mentioned to you of his coming 
here after his wife. He attends to his duties and manages his men 


Rd as aoe 
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well and I should regard it a great loss to the service if he should 
fail of having his appointment confirmed. He desires in the event 
of an advance of Meade upon you to cross the mountain and 
strike the railroad and the enemy’s trains in the rear, and I submit 
whether it would not be well to keep him here with that view. 


Respectfully, 
J. A. EARLY, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS NORTHWEST BRIGADE, 
four and a half Miles South of Swoope’s Depot, 
Augusta County, Va., February 12, 1864. 
Col. R. H. Curtron, 
Chief of Staff, Army of Northern Virginia: 

CoLONEL: I regret the necessity of troubling the commanding 
general with a personal matter, and would not do so but for the fact 
that my official character is involved, and to some extent the public 
service 1s affected. 

It has come to my knowledge repeatedly that Maj. Gen. J. A. 
Early, commanding this district, habitually uses the most disparag- 
ing language in respect to my command, and indirectly in regard to 
myself, in the presence of my own officers and others of the army 
and citizens indiscriminately, charging in general terms that it is 
known to every one in the army and to every one in civil life in the 
_valley, where this brigade has been on duty, that it is wholly ineffi- 
cient, disorganized, undisciplined, and unreliable. 

If these opinions of General Early are true in fact this brigade 
should be speedily disbanded and its men assigned to other com- 
mands or some officer be placed in command better qualified than 
myself to discharge the duties of the position Iso unworthily fill. 
If, on the other hand, they are untrue and unjustifiable, it is due to 
me, no less than to the officers and men under my command, that 
these aspersions, unofficially thrown. upon us in the towns and vil- 
lages of the valley by one whose rank and official relations to the 
‘brigade give his remarks a most damaging credence, should be offi- 
cially contradicted by the judgment of impartial and unprejudiced 
officers of the army, whose sense of honor will do us justice accord- 
ing to our deserts. 

General Early has never said anything to me or in my presence 
or made any official order to which I have any ground of exception, 
but the fact that he is my commanding officer justifies me in the 
effort I now make to defend myself and command against sneers 
and remarks unofficially and publicly made which are calculated if 
true to bring me and my command into disrepute and contempt. I 
hope to be able to prove that General Early has done me and my 
command gross injustice by yielding to the promptings of prejudice 
rather than reason. 

I therefore respectfully ask, that the commanding general will 
order a court of inquiry to report upon my official conduct since I 
have commanded this brigade and the Valley District, and into the 
general character of my command for good order, discipline, 
courage, and soldierly qualities, and the character and amount of 
service performed by the brigade since it took the field in April, 
1863, and the finding of such court, whatever it may be, with the 


1168 OPERATIONS IN N. ©., VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. [Cnar. XLV. 


orders of the commanding general thereupon, be published in this 
district, especially where the brigade is known and where General 
Early has seen proper to disparage it in the manner complained of. 

I forward this paper through General Early, as the proper channel 
of communication with General Lee. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
J. D. IMBODEN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


[First indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
f February 12, 1864. 


Respectfully forwarded. 

The extent of my remarks in regard to General Imboden’s com- 
mand is very greatly exaggerated. I have not spoken of the com- 
mand in public, but have mentioned on several occasions in private 
the condition in which, I am sorry to say, I have found it, and I 
have said more to Colonel Smith, who has commanded it for the 
greater part of the time I have been in the valley, than to any one 
else, and more on the occasion of a very recent murder of one of the 
sergeants of the command in the streets of Staunton by a lieutenant 
than at any other time. I am sorry to say that I have found the 
command generally in a very bad state of discipline, and from what 
I have seen and heard of it, [ should feel great reluctance to have to 
rely on it in any emergency. I had intended to call General Im- 
boden’s attention to the condition of his command, and urge upon’ 
him the necessity of improving its discipline and efficiency. No 
injury has been done this command in public estimation: by any re- 
marks that I have made, or am reputed to have made, for I have 
found the opinion very generally prevailing in all parts of the coun- 
try where I have been and the command has operated that it is 
inefficient and undisciplined. What is the cause of this state of 
things I can only conjecture, but I think it due in great part to the 
fact that a large number of the men have been recruited from de- 
serters from other pans of the army. I hope that the inquiry asked 
for may be granted, and that it may result in materially improving 
the condition of the command. 

J. A. EARLY, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Second indorsement. | 


HEADQUARTERS, February 15, 1864. 


General Imboden has been informed by letter to-day that I do not 
think a court of inquiry advantageous. 
R. EH. LER, 


General. 


—— 


RICHMOND, February 13, 1864. 
General SAMUEL JONES: 


General W. EK. Jones has been ordered to proceed to Morristown, 
Tenn., and report to General J. Longstreet. 
S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


e | 
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HEADQUARTERS CABELL’S BATTALION, 
: February 13, 1864. 
General W. N. PENDLETON, 
Chief of Artillery : 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your valued note 
of the 11th instant. 

My batteries are located as follows, viz: Fraser’s battery, three 
guns, at Somerville Ford ; Manly’s battery, four guns, at Raccoon 
Ford; McCarthy’s battery, four guns, at Morton’s Ford ; Carlton’s 
battery, three guns, in reserve near the intersection of the roads 
leading to Raccoon and Morton’s Fords, and equidistant from each. 
My headquarters are in a pine thicket adjacent to Captain Carl- 
ton’s battery, and are a few hundred yards from General Rodes’ old 
headquarters. The men are in good huts, the horses under good 
shelter. The horses are faring well. Scarcely any sickness of any 
kind in camp. 

I sent a requisition for horses early this month to General Lee’s 
headquarters ; unfortunately, it has not been supplied. Yesterday 
I received information that a Napoleon gun had arrived at Orange 
Court-House, intended for Captain Carlton’s battery. It would not 
be prudent to bring it here at present (though much needed) from 
the want of horses. I would be glad if you would write to Major 
Harman and urge him to supply us with horses immediately. It is 
bad policy to keep condemned horses here in front. The corn at 
first sent us was worm-eaten or rotten, and produced scurvy in the 
horses. Unfortunately, notwithstanding every care, 12 horses died. 
The forage is now sufficient, and of good quality. 

Captain Fraser’s battéry requires another gun. After the Thurs- 
day’s fight at Gettysburg, this battery having lost 2 officers wounded 
and a very large number of men and herses, it was thought advis- 
able to turn over one of these guns to the quartermaster to be trans- 

orted. It was sent to Staunton. The gun was a 3-inch rifled gun. 
I have written to Lieutenant-Colonel Baldwin, chief of ordnance, on 
the subject, asking a return of the gun. The gun will require horses 
and harness. There cannot be a more meritorious case. 

I have written to you in regard to the promotion of First Lieut. 
Morgan Callaway. It would be a great misfortune to lose him from 
the battery, and remaining with it he ought to be promoted. I 
would be very glad if you would give the subject your immediate 
attention. If he cannot be commissioned as captain of the battery, 
cannot he be commissioned as captain of artillery, and assigned to 
the command of this battery ? 

You ask me if I “‘need any more guns.” Captains Manly and 
Carlton’s batteries are both large enough for six-gun batteries. If 
the guns and horses can be supplied, I would like them to be restored 
to their former position as six-gun batteries. 

’ The attack of the enemy was by no means ‘“‘a small affair.” I 
have no doubt that they acted upon reports of the weakness of our 
forces and our supposed want of vigilance. Nearly all the pickets 
were taken prisoners. The preservation of the line and the conse- 
quent repulse of the enemy are unquestionably due to that portion 
of your artillery now with Lieutenant-General Ewell’s corps. The 
repulse was complete and the casualties small simply because of the 

romptness, courage, and energy of these batteries. But for them, 
instead of being characterized as a small affair, it would have been 
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one of the most disastrous affairs of the war. At the same time it 
is proper to state that General Ewell appeared on the field with the 
greatest alacrity, exerted himself in bringing up the infantry — 
promptly, and all his arrangements reflected great credit upon him, 
and the results show that the tactics, generalship, and admirable 
discipline of the army are so much improved as to overcome the 
disadvantages of unavoidable surprises. 

If young Saunders is under eighteen he can be received into the 
First Howitzers ; if older, perhaps an arrangement can be made for 
bringing him into the company by exchange. Let him apply at once. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
H. C. CABELL, 
Colonel of Artillery. 


Hpagrs. Cav. Corps, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 13, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. W. Hampton, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to call your attention to General 
Orders, No. 14, headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, a copy of 
which is inclosed.* 

Nothing could give a more certain promise of the final, the speedy 
success of our cause and the independence of our country than the 
movement inaugurated by the men of our armies, declaring to our 
enemies that the spirit of resistance to tyranny is as strong, nay, 
stronger, in our hearts to-day than when we first took up arms to 
resist invasion, and depriving them of their last hope and argument 
that disorganization and disaffection in our armies would give us 
over to them an easy prey. I well know that the patriotic spirit of 
the cavalry is not inferior to that of any portion of our army. 

The veterans of so many hard-fought fields, men whose sacrifices 
for their country’s sake have been so great, cannot at this hour be 
cold or listless. I only ask for an expression of those noble senti- ° 
ments that the grand acclaim now re-echoed from regiment to regi- 
ment, from corps to corps, from the army of the East to the army of 
the West, may meet with a response from the men of your command. 
The men of Hampton’s division, representing in States almost the 
entire confederation, will unite their voices to those of their com- 
rades in arms in this swelling chorus, and go infor the war. Lomax’s 
brigade, of Lee’s division, has re-enlisted for the war; the Seventh 
and Hleventh Regiments, Rosser’s brigade, of your command, have 
done the same, and I feel assured the rest of your gallant division 
will soon follow the example. 

Very respectfully, 
J. E. B. STUART, 
Major-General. 


WINCHESTER, VaA., February 13, 1864, 
Maj. Gen. J. A. HARLY: ‘ 4 
DEAR GENERAL : You have my sincere thanks for the prompt and 
satisfactory reply to my communication to the commanding general 


up the valley (being ignorant at the time whether it was yourself or 
General Imboden). 


*See p. 1144. 
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The sentence relating to the ground of Dooly’s arrest was com- 
municated to General [Colonel] Rodgers, from whom I received last 
evening the inclosed reply. He handed it to me in person, having 
come up with the troops, which seem to be now about returning. 
After reading the letter, I said to him that it was impossible for 
either Dr. Boyd or myself to certify anything in the matter of our 
own knowledge; for instance, the genuineness of the paper from 
General Sullivan. He said, ‘‘That is not required ; we know the 
paper is not genuine. General Sullivan has only been in command 
since October, and says that he has never given such a paper or 
employed Dooly in any way.” I remarked that why he (Dooly) 
should then have such a paper—forged—about his person was to my 
mind utterly inexplicable. He asserted, adding that the fact of 
Dooly’s having such a paper in his possession would entirely change 
our (their) relations toward him; they only wanted to ascertain that 
fact. Isaid that my inference from your letter was that you had 
seen the papers. He said they did not so understand it; that your 
certificate would of course be satisfactory. I then promised to pro- 
cure, aS soon as practicable, a copy of the paper, and such evidence 
as we might that the same was actually taken from the person of 
Dooly, or so acknowledged by him, 

In the course of the conversation, upon my remark that it was 
notorious here whilst Milroy was in command that Dooly was in his 
employ, Colonel Rodgers said that Milroy had been in Martinsburg 
lately, and expressly denied the fact. You may gather from the 
foregoing what is required from us, and with the concurrence of Dr. 
Boyd (who is now with me) I must beg leave to impose upon you the 
trouble to have it furnished, as we have difficulty in communicating 
directly with Richmond, and the necessary evidence is probably most 
accessible to you. <A certificate from Major Gilmor or yourself that 
the paper (of which a correct copy would be annexed) was actually 
found upon D.’s person, or so admitted, at the time of the capture 
would suffice. 

Very truly and respectfully, yours, &c., 
ROB. Y. CONRAD. 


{Inclosure. ] 


Hp@Rs. 3D Bria., lst Div., Dept. or WEST VIRGINIA, 
Martinsburg, February 12, 1864. 


RoBERT Y. CONRAD, Esq., 
Winchester, Va. : 

Sir: Ihave toacknowledge receipt of your letter of the 29th ultimo, 
containing an extract of a letter from General Early, in which he 
states that unquestionable evidence of the fact of Mr. William Dooly 
being in the secret service of the United States was found on his per- 
son, consisting of the following papers: ‘‘Authority from General 
Sullivan to pass through the lines on secret service,” &c. I have 
submitted your letter to Brigadier-General Sullivan, commanding 
this division, and he instructs me to say to you that if you produce 
a copy of the said authority for secret service, certified to by your- 
self and Dr. Boyd, or either of you, you will both be released from 


your parole. 
ROBT. S. RODGERS, 


Colonel, Commanding. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Dublin, February 14, 1864. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 


Sir: IL received yesterday your letter of the 11th, in reply to mine of - 
the 4th instant. You misunderstood my meaning if you supposed I 
desired the President to retain me in command of this department 
when he thought the interest of the service would be promoted by 
removing me. I knew that efforts had been made by men of local 
influence in the department to have me removed, and | had good rea- 
son to believe they had represented that a change would be agreea- 
ble to me. I only desired that the order relieving me should not be 
issued underany misapprehension. I was quite sure, and soexpressed 
myself to others, that the President would not remove me unless he 
was convinced that the best interest of the service would be thereby 
promoted. 

I recognize to the fullest extent that it is the right and duty of 
the President to assign officers to duty in the way best calculated to 
promote the public interest. He is the proper and rightful judge in 
all such cases, and I have the utmost confidence in his judgment. 
And whilst I sincerely regret that my administration of the trust 
confided in me has not given more general satisfaction, | have no 
disposition whatever to complain because the President has deter- 
mined to confide it to another, whom he thinks better adapted to 
secure the confidence of the people and promote the essential ends 
of the command. 

I sincerely hope the distinguished officer and statesman who has 
been selected to relieve me will succeed in the accomplishment of 
the end proposed. 

I may be permitted to say that I entered upon this command with 
reluctance, as I believe you and the President know, and my chief 
reason for reluctance was the general impression that not one of the 
many officers who had preceded me, not even General Lee, had given 
satisfaction to the people, and I doubted if any one who adminis- 
tered the affairs of the department with an eye single to the general 
good of the service, regardless of local interests and influences, could 
give satisfaction to those who assume to express the opinions and 
wishes of the people. 

Though it seems I have not the confidence of the people, I have 
the satisfaction of knowing that whilst I have contributed largely, 
considering the strength of my command, to re-enforce the Army of 
Northern Virginia, and was somewhat instrumental in checking the 
advance of the enemy through East Tennessee, when that depart- 
ment was abandoned, my own department has experienced no serious 
reverse, and that my troops now occupy all the territory they occu- 
pied when I entered on the command, more than fourteen months 
since. 

I await the orders of the President, feeling confident that he will 
not assign me to any duty which I will not perform cheerfully and 
to the best of my ability. 

With my thanks for the very kind terms in which you have com- 
municated to me the President’s intentions, I have the honor to be 
with great respect, your obedient servant, 

SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 
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FEBRUARY 16, 1864. 


J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


' 


Respectfully submitted to the President. 


(Second indorsement.] 


Read and returned to the Secretary of War. : 
The expressions of General Jones are such as I anticipated from 
him, and he may be assured that I appreciate the embarrassments 
which have surrounded him and the zeal and fidelity with which he 

has acted. 
Ura 8), 


| 
ORANGE CourtT-Houss, February 15, 1864. 
General 8. CooPER : 

The following troops have re-enlisted for the war since announce- 
ment of 10th instant: Lane’s brigade, Wright’s brigade, Perrin’s bri- 
gade, Davis’ brigade, Seventh Virginia Cavalry, Eleventh Virginia 
Cavalry, Thirteenth North Carolina Troops, Eleventh North Caro- 
lina Troops, Forty-eighth Virginia Infantry, Garnett’s, Poague’s, 
Haskell’s, and Pegram’s battalions of artillery. The following, hav- 
ing enlisted originally for the war, have reiterated their determina- 
tion to continue in service : Cutts’ battalion of artillery, McGowan’s 
brigade, and Fourteenth Alabama Regiment. 

R. E. LEE. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 15, 1864. 
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

_S1r: I have caused lists to be prepared of the absentees from this 
army, with a view to adopt measures to bring back as many of the 
able-bodied as possible before the opening of the spring campaign. 
The reports from three divisions have been sent in—EKarly’s divis- 
ion, 3,227; Rodes’, 4,102; Johnson’s, 4,054; and reported by medical 
officers as absent from artillery of Second Corps, 227; giving a total 
11,610. Some of these are prisoners, some deserters, others at home 
permanently disabled, and others properly detailed. Many of them, 
however, are absent at the hospitals, either as patients or nurses, 
ward-masters, clerks, &c.; many more detailed as disabled men in 
conscript camps and Government workshops. I propose to send a 
commission, consisting of Surg. R. J. Breckinridge, medical in- 
spector Army of Northern Virginia, Surg. R. T. Coleman, Ewell’s 
corps, and Surg. 8. W. Langton, Hill’s corps, to the hospitals in 
Virginia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Georgia, with the 
authority to send back to the army all of these patients or detailed 
men who are fit for field service, and to report on those detailed on 
Government works or in conscript camps, whether their places may 
not be supplied by men now disabled. In order to give due author- 
ity to the commission, I respectfully request that it be appointed by 


| 
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an order from the Department. I hope you will take speedy action 
in this matter, as it is a matter of extreme importance to get every 
able-bodied man back to the field as soon as we can. 
I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEH, 


General. 
{Indorsement,. ] 
FEBRUARY 19, 1864. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL : 


Issue proper orders to sanction commission named. 
Je As BE 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 15, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. A. EARLY, Commanding Valley District : 


GENERAL: Your letters of the 12th and 13th have been received. 
I do not know Manzy. Langley came to me once indorsed by Major 
Gilmor. Unless you can satisfy yourself they are true I wish to 
have nothing to do with them. Langley appeared to be zealous, 
and said he had been at one time employed by General Jackson. He 
came, I think, to General Hill when we were in Maryland with 
some information. He has a pass from the enemy. I consequently — 
directed that he should not come to the army, but must give his 
information to the officer in the lower valley. I do not think either 
Generals Hill or Stuart know more of him than I do. When last 
here he was paid $200 in Northern funds and $500 in Southern, for 
current expenses. It was before Christmas. Recently he has written 
to General Hill for $1,000 of the first and $1,500 of the latter. He 
professed not to want pay for services, but only enough to defray his 
expenses. Before I can make any arrangements with him I must 
know more about them. Can you ascertain ? Colonel Pendleton is 
not here now. I am glad to hear that the enemy has not reoccupied 
Petersburg, and that the report published in their papers of having 
recaptured Rosser’s prisoners is untrue. I stated in a former letter 
that I desired you to return to your division as soon as you had ar- 
ranged matters in the valley to the best advantage. I think you 
might manage to go to your home for a short time, and to be there 
the first Monday in March. You must write tome before you go, 
stating the condition of things, and also your post-office while absent, 
that I may inform you should your presence here be wanted. I have 
written to the Secretary of War in reference to Rosser’s nomination. 
Tam glad that you have disposed of the cattle, wagons, &c. One of 
the objects in sending Rosser to the valley was to enable him to re- 
cruit his horses and men and add to their numbers. I regret to hear 
that the hoof disease has appeared among the former. I fear it has 
been occasioned by hard work or too much grain. It was not my 
intention to put them at the ordinary duty, but merely to use them 
in cases of attack or emergency. I hoped that Imboden’s men would 
have been competent for the general guard and picket duty, and 
would have exhibited more than ordinary firmness in consequence 
of the supporting force within reach. As soon as you can, I desire 
you to relieve Rosser of picket duty, that his whole attention may 
be devoted to recuperating his command, which will be wanted for 
hard service in the spring. Those men who brought the false alarm 
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of the enemy being in Edinburg ought to be punished. It is the 
only way to correct such evils and to give quiet to the other troops 
and citizens. False reports keep the whole country in a state of 
alarm; do much mischief. Thomas’ and Walker’s brigades can re- 
main where they are for the present, and I desire you to look closely 
to their comfort and discipline. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. EK. LEE, 
General. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Orange Court-House, February 15, 1864. 


General A. Euzey, Comdg. Department of Richmond : 


GENERAL: I have received your letters of the 12th and 13th 
instant. The inclosed reports of your scouts I should think entirely 
unreliable, the smallest number given being at least six times the 
strength of the enemy ; the larger, twelve times. If re-enforcements 
are constantly arriving at Yorktown, where do they come from ? 
They do not descend the Potomac, and I doubt whether any arrive 
save contrabands and furloughed men. As many are seen going up 
the Potomac asdown. Theenemy always exaggerate their numbers. 
Can you not obtain scouts who will examine for themselves and sift 
all information received before reporting it? Exalted statements do 
much harm. I wish you had a sufficient regular force around Rich- 
mond. I know no place from which it can be drawn except Charles- 
ton. Pickett ought to rejoin Longstreet next month, and it is my 
‘wish to send him to him. The troops of this army, independent of 
Longstreet’s corps, are scattered from North Carolina to the valley, 
which, besides being deleterious to discipline, is injurious to the 
service and hazardous to the country. I wish to recall them all in 
March. There is not accommodation at Hanover Junction for more 
than one brigade, and wood is scarce for that. I can leave one 
brigade there for a short time and will recall General Rodes with 
the other. A snow-storm is now commencing, which I fear will add 
to their suffering and discomfort. If troops are accumulating at 
Williamsburg they must be drawn from some other part of Butler’s 
department and you must endeavor to find out, so that our troops 
may make corresponding movements. I believe the recent demon- 
stration on the Peninsula was intended to assist the escape of their 
prisoners, who had in some way contrived to give notice of their 
intended attempt. 

Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. HE. LEE, 
General. 


PETERSBURG, February 15, 1864. 
Major-General Euzey : 

Causey recrossed last night and reports as follows: The force 
which Butler sent up the Peninsula last week, under Wistar, Heck- 
man, and Graham, numbering about 7,000 or 8,000, have returned 
to the vicinity of Fortress Monroe. Some have already left for New 
Berne, while others are awaiting transportation. Butler now is per- 
sonally superintending the sale of confiscated lands in York, War- 
wick, and Elizabeth Counties. 

MILLIGAN. 
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PETERSBURG, VA., Hebruary 15, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. ARNOLD ELZEY, 5; 
Commanding Department, Richmond, Va. : 


GENERAL: My scouts from near Norfolk report as follows : 


There are three generals in command on the south side. Barnes has command in 
the two cities (Norfolk and Portsmouth); Wild of all the negro troops, which number 
about 3,500 or 4,000. One regiment of negro infantry left Portsmouth on Thursday 
in transports; destination unknown. Heckman has a full brigade of white troops— 
two Connecticut regiments, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, Twentieth New York Cay- 
alry, and four batteries of four guns each of light artillery. At Bernard’s Mills there 
are some 150 men of the Fifth Pennsylvania and Twentieth New York Cavalry, 
under the command of a Major Preston. No white soldiers are on duty in the cities; 
the negroes are having full sway. They are evidently expecting our boats down. 
All the Northern laborers in the navy-yard have gone home; a number of sutlers 
also. They are perfectly unprepared for our boats, and I hardly think they would 
make much resistance. There are scarcely any vessels in the Roads. They expect 
an advance from us by North Carolina and Suffolk. Their whole force is little over 
8,000, and the majority of them are negroes. At their first line of intrenchments 
(Manlove’s Hill, near Portsmouth) they have a very good battery of heavy artillery. 
The light artillery is near Gettysville, General Heckman’s headquarters. The small- 
pox is very bad in the cities. The pest-house for both cities is in or near Norfolk. 
All cases have to be carried over in the ferry from Portsmouth to Norfolk. They 
are now enrolling all the citizens in the Beast’s department, preparatory to drafting. 
I was within a mile of them yesterday, when they were enrolling some citizens near 
Bennett’s pasture. All is quiet on the Nansemond, Chuckatuck, and Pagan Creek. 
The gun-boats are a little shy of us. Iran the Flora Temple off with 4 men. 

. J. C. NOSWORTHY, 
Sergeant, Independent Signal Corps. 


The above report can be credited, as Sergeant Nosworthy is a young 
man of unblemished integrity, possessing every merit of a soldier. 
My opinion is that the whole force in Butler’s department is not much 
over 20,000, all told, if that. 

Your obedient servant, 
JAS. F. MILLIGAN, 
Major, Signal Officer. 


HANOVER JUNCTION, February 15, 1864. 
Major-General ELzEy : 


Battle’s men will suffer terribly in this weather ; if possible, please 
send them up to their cabins here. 
R. E. RODHS, 


Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF HENRICO, 
Richmond, February 15, 1864. 
Major-General Ezy, Commanding, &c.: 


GENERAL: I am instructed by the Adjutant and Inspector General 
to say that Colonel O’Neal’s regiment will furnish the guard neces- 
sary to convey the prisoners to Camp Sumter, Ga.* They will be 
forwarded in squads of about 400, and one company will be required 
for each detachment. When the railroad company can be heard 
from I will notify you of the time at which the first can be started. 

Very respectfully, 
JNO. H. WINDER, 
Brigadier- General. 

* Swanson’s (Alabama) regiment assigned to B ’s bri i : ; 

Pynega Once No. 36 Rajan ana fanior Ceneene ‘bikie: Feleanee te 
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HEADQUARTERS, Wilmington, February 15, 1864. 
General 8. CooPEr, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond: 


GENERAL: There is one thing in connection with my request, often 
urged lately, for another brigade at this place which is very im- 
portant ; that is, the rapidly deteriorating condition of our trans- 
portation. To move troops now to my aid, if attacked, requires 
now twice the time it did one year ago, when I was threatened by 
Foster’s expedition from Beaufort, and three times as long as was 
needed in the beginning of the war. Twenty-four hours at any time 
suffices to put the enemy in front of me by sea. As to land, my col- 
umn from this place captured the enemy’s position at Sheppardsville, 
110 miles from here, equidistant with New Berne, crossing two riv- 
ers on the fourth day of their march. It is reasonable to suppose 
the enemy can move by land as fast as we can. Last year, when 
5,000 men were sent me from General Beauregard, they were one 
week in arriving from Charleston, 200 miles by railroad. Wilming- 
ton was saved then by the diversion of the enemy’s attack to Charles- 
ton, due altogether to the feeling produced by Flag-Officer Ingra- 
ham’s attack on the enemy’s squadron off Charleston, their expedi- 
tion, aS is now well ascertained, having been intended for this place. 
In our present condition, the length of time taken to concentrate at 
Goldsborough for the late expedition shows, I think, conclusively 
that we ought not to trust entirely to our ability to relieve this place 
by railroad in case of emergency. It must be recollected further 
that this place has now become the great cotton depot and the entre- 
pot for a very large part of the supplies of the Army of Virginia. 
In case of emergency, then, all transportation but that of troops must 
cease, which will greatly embarrass the situation. This, added to 
the fact that re-enforcements can hardly arrive in time, and that my 
force is entirely inadequate to hold the enemy at bay, is surely a 
strong reason for placing beforehand a brigade at my disposal. I 
will not discuss the vast importance of this command; every one is 
aware of that. The single brigade asked for now is very far short 
of the forces which will be required, and that, indeed, together with 
the one now here, will make a less force than what I have always 
considered necessary as a permanent garrison for so vital a point as 
this. Will you be good enough to lay these considerations, which I 
do not think have been heretofore urged, especially the matter of 
transportation, before the President ? 

Very respectfully, 
WHC. WHITING, 
Major-General. 
[First indorsement. ] 
FEBRUARY 19, 1864. 

Respectfully submitted to Secretary of War, in connection with 

the one I submitted two days since from the same source. 
8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
[Second indorsement. ] 
FEBRUARY 21, 1864. 
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL : 

Note General Whiting’s remarks about transportation. Are there 

no means of remedying these delays ? lie 


Secretary. 
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[Third indorsement.] 


RAILROAD BUREAU, 
Richmond, February 24, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to Quartermaster-General. he 
The only remedy that suggests itself for these delays is increasing 
the rolling-stock. This can be done if a full force of mechanics are 
detailed from the Army to put the Petersburg iron-works up to their 
full capacity for production. It can also be largely benefited by more 
liberal details from the Army for service in the railroad machine- 
shops, who could repair cars and engines now broken down. 
F. W. SIMS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Quartermaster. 


[Fourth indorsement. } 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 

February 29, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to the honorable Secretary of War, whose 
attention is invited to the views of Colonel Sims, which are approved. 
The delays in transportation are caused, first, by the deterioration 
of rolling-stock ; second, by the fact that corn is now brought from 
Georgia to Virginia to support the armies here (which was not the 
case last year); and, third, by the frequent interference of command- 
ing officers with our limited and overburdened transportation. The 
remedy for the first and last mentioned difficulties lies with the Sec- 
retary of War. As suggested by Colonel Sims, the second must con- 
tinue, but will be greatly alleviated by removing the first and third. 

A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster-General. 


[Fifth indorsement.1 
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL : 
Recommend the details necessary for the Petersburg railroad 


shops. 
Je AveaS!, 
Secretary. 


[No, 20.]J—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to the Virginia troops stationed at 
Drewry’s Bluff. 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 


That the communication of Maj. Francis W. Smith, commanding a. 


battalion of Virginia artillery, stationed at Drewry’s Bluff, com- 
posed of United Artillery, Capt. Thomas Kevill; Johnston Artil- 
lery, Capt. B. J. Epes ; Neblett Artillery, Capt. W. G. Coleman, and 
Southside Artillery, Capt. J. W. Drewry, announcing their volun- 
tary re-enlistment for the war, is hailed with pleasure by Congress, 
as an evidence of unfaltering devotion to the cause of liberty and 
independence, and of stern determination to resist to the utmost the 
wicked purposes of a relentless and merciless foe. 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby 
tendered, to the officers and men of this command for their gallant 
and patriotic conduct ‘‘in unanimously re-enlisting for the war under 
such regulations as Congress may prescribe.” 

Approved February 14, 1864. 


Te —— 
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[No. 21.]—J OINT RESOLUTION of thanks to the officers and men of the Twenty- 
eighth and Thirteenth Regiments of North Carolina Troops. 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
That the thanks of Congress and of the country are due, and are 
hereby tendered, to the officers and men of the Twenty-eighth and 
Thirteenth Regiments of North Carolina Troops, who have so gal- 
lantly reyolunteered for the war, and have pledged themselves, their 
lives and fortunes, never to lay down their arms until our soil is 
freed from the invading foe and our independence obtained. 

Approved February 15, 1864. 


[No. 22.|—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to the officers and men of the Third 
Georgia Regiment. 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
That the thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby, through its 
representatives in Congress, tendered, to the officers and men of the 
Third Georgia Regiment, who were the first to leave their State to 
battle on the soil of Virginia, whose gallant dead have been left on 
many of her historic battle-fields, and which entire regiment to a 
man have cheerfully and unanimously re-enlisted for the war, hero- 
ically resolving that as they were among the first to take up arms 
in the cause of liberty and independence they will be the last to lay 
them down. 

Approved February 15, 1864. 


[No. 23.J—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to the officers and men of the Twenty- 
second Virginia Regiment. 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
That the thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby gratefully tend- 
ered, to the officers and men of the gallant Twenty-second Regi- 
ment of Virginia Infantry for their noble zeal and patriotism in re- 
enlisting for the war. 

Approved February 14, 1864. 


[No. 24.|—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to Hart’s battery, Hampton Legion, 
South Carolina Volunteers. 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
That the thanks of Congress are hereby tendered to Hart’s battery, 
Hampton Legion, South Carolina Volunteers, for their gallant and 
patriotic resolution, recently adopted, to re-enlist for the war. 

Approved February 15, 1864. 


[No. 25.|—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to the Sixteenth Mississippi Regiment. 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
That the thanks of Congress are hereby tendered to the officers and 
men of the Sixteenth Regiment of Mississippi Troops, Col. Samuel 
EK. Baker commanding, for their patriotic resolution, recently adopted, 
to re-enlist for the war. 

Approved February 15, 1864. 


1180 OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA. W. VA., MD., AND PA. [Caap. XLV. 


[No. 28.]J—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to the officers and men of the Seventh 
and Twelfth Regiments of Virginia Troops. 


_ Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
That the thanks are due, and are hereby heartily tendered, to the 

Seventh and Twelfth Regiments Virginia Cavalry for the patriotic 

and indomitable spirit they have displayed in so promptly re-en- 

listing for the war, and that they have entitled themselves to the 

lasting gratitude of their country in thus renewing their vows of 

consecration to the Sacred cause of Southern independence. 
Approved February 15, 1864. 


[No. 29..—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to the officers and men of Lomax’s 
brigade. 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
That the thanks of the Congress are due, and are hereby cordially 
tendered, to the gallant troops of Lomax’s cavalry brigade for their 
patriotic example in re-enlisting for the war, and that the lofty and 
determined spirit they have displayed in thus dedicating themselves 
afresh to the cause of independence will entitle them to the lasting 
gratitude of their country. 

Approved February 15, 1864. - 


[No. 31.J—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to certain Virginia regiments who 
have re-enlisted for the war. 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
That the thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby tendered, to 
the officers and men of the Sixty-first Virginia Regiment of Infantry 
and the Fifth Virginia Regiment of Cavalry for having patriotically, 
and in a spirit of self-sacrificing devotion, re-enlisted for the war. 

SEC. 2. Resolved, That a record of these proceedings be forthwith 
furnished to the troops composing the above-named regiments. 

Approved February 15, 1864. 


[No. 33.]—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to the Fifteenth, Twenty-seventh, and 
Thirtieth Regiments of North Carolina Troops for their patriotic devotion in re- 
enlisting for the war. 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
That the thanks of Congress are tendered to the Fifteenth, Twenty- 
seventh, and Thirtieth Regiments of North Carolina Troops for their 
patriotic devotion to our cause in re-enlisting for the war. 

Approved February 15, 1864. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 16, 1864. 
Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR, 
Richmond, Va. : ; 


Sir: The vital importance of the subject of food for the Army and 
my own anxiety induce me to trouble you with a repetition of a sug- 
gestion I made some time since, but about which I have not been 
favored with the views of the Department. I fear that the discipline 
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of the army is suffering from our present scarcity of supplies, and am 
sure that you will agree with me in the opinion that there is no sac- 
rifice too great to preserve its efficiency. . 

I had the honor to suggest to you that meat, and perhaps other 
articles of necessity, could be obtained by offering cotton and tobacco 
in exchange for them. This is, I believe, especially true of the bor- 
der counties of the State. Those people have no currency, and can 
» only supply their necessities by barter. They will not receive Con- 

federate money, because they can do nothing with it, and it isidle to 
attempt to get their produce from them by impressment ; but I feel 
confident that they would cheerfully bring forward whatever they 
have in exchange for cotton and tobacco, particularly the former. 

They stand in great need of it for making clothing, and it would 
also serve as a means for buying what they do not make. I do not 
consider the objection that some of this cotton would find its way 
to the enemy as worthy of being weighed against the benefits that 
we would derive from adequate supplies of articles of prime neces- 
sity to the Army, for it is the latter we should now be satisfied is our 
only dependence. A letter recently received from a gentleman in 
the lower valley, who has our success much at heart, gives assurance 
that the experiment will succeed there. He represents the want of 
cotton yarns as very urgent, and says that if the Government will 
send 100,000 pounds of those yarns to New Market they can readily 
be exchanged at the rate of 1 pound of cotton for 2 of cured bacon. 
He says that the supplies of that region are now finding their way 
to the enemy in exchange for what the people absolutely require 
and have no other means of purchasing. Interest’and their own 
inclinations will induce them to trade more readily with us, and he 
thinks the moral effect would be good. His suggestions do not pur- 
port to be theoretical, but to be the result of observation of the 
wants of his neighbors, who appear to need cotton as much as we do 
“meat. 

I respectfully ask that the experiment be made to the extent above 
mentioned, and we will then be able to form a better opinion of the 
merits of the plan, and can extend it or put an end to it, as circum- 
stances may direct. 

I shall be very glad to have your views on the subject, as some- 
thing must be done, and I can suggest no better plan. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. HE. LEE, 


General. 


RicumonpD, VA., February 16, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. R. E. RopEs, Hanover Junction : 
Battle’s brigade goes by Fredericksburg railroad to Hanover 
Junction. Central road unable at present to furnish transportation 


to Orange. Superintendent Whitcomb will communicate with you. 
A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster-General. 


[No. 35.]—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to the Fifteenth and Twenty-seventh 
Regiments of North Carolina Troops, Cooke’s brigade. 

Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 

That the re-enlistment of the Fifteenth and Twenty-seventh Regi- 
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ments of North Carolina Troops, Cooke’s brigade, is a grateful testi- 
mony of devotion to the great cause of Southern independenée, and 
entitles them to the thanks of Congress and the country. 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congress are hereby tendered to the 
officers and men of said regiments for their noble and patriotic con- 
duct in re-enlisting for the war. 

Approved February 16, 1864. 


[No. 36.]—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to the Ninth Alabama Regiment. 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
That Congress hails with delight the manifestations evinced by the 
brave and gallant officers and privates of the Ninth Regiment Ala- 
bama Volunteers, who have stood under the fire of the enemy for 
near three years, never to yield to Northern oppression, and for this 
act of patriotism and exalted self-sacrifice in re-enlisting for the war 
the thanks of Congress and the country are eminently due them. 
That the example of those brave men who have endured the dangers 
and perils of the war since its commencement is a happy omen for 
the future, and should encourage Congress and the country to rest 
with an abiding hope and confidence in the success of our arms and 
the final triumph of liberty, under the leadof those brave and uncon- 
querable spirits. 

Approved Febuary 16, 1864. 


[FEBRUARY 17, 1864.—For Lee to Longstreet, relating to opera- 
tions in a Tennessee and Kentucky, &c., see Vol. XX XII, Part 
II, p. 760. ' 


HEADQUARTERS ARTILLERY CORPS, 
February 17, 1864. 
General R. E. Lis, 
Commanding : 

GENERAL: I have the honor to submit to you a brief statement of 
certain facts concerning our horse infirmary and horse supply de- 
partment, ascertained in a visit I have just made to Lynchburg, 
the headquarters of that department, and through conference with 
Major Paxton, who has charge of that important branch of service. 

First. I was sorry to find that disease exists quite extensively at 
the several groups of stables from Lynchburg to the North Carolina 
line. Cases of the disease I saw in several stages, some just proving 
fatal, some mildly in progress, some almost recovered from. The 
judgment of Major Paxton and attendants is, that horses in good 
condition when attacked generally recover without much reduction, 
while those that take the disease when feeble often die. Of the 
3,000 in stable, 600 or 700 have died. Great care seems taken to 
guard against the spreading of the disorder, and good hope may be 
entertained of checking it. But I think the very best veterinary 
skill in the country ought to be secured as soon as possible, to guard 
against a great mischief in this important interest. 

Second. The system pursued by Major Paxton in parceling, pro- 
tecting, foraging, and improving his animals seems very good. He 


/ 
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has really accomplished wonders in a limited time, and will, I hope, 
successfully deal withthe many difficulties inherent in such a charge, 
and greatly aggravated by the circumstances of our position. 

Third. In the operation of securing new horses he is also, I think, 
acting with energy and judgment. He has no doubt of being able 
tolerably early in the spring to furnish us all the artillery horses we 
may then need, and keep up a reasonable supply. But the just ap- 
portionment of this drain of animals from the counties, and the pro- 
curement of them so as not to weaken agricultural force nor dissatisfy 
the people, requires great care and much time. 

Fourth. The question when animals should be in readiness to be 
called for and used he might therefore well have such intimation 
upon as may be deemed prudent. He mentioned to me that Major 


_ Johnston had indicated 1,500 as likely to be needed by 1st March, 


but that with the disease existing he does not consider it possible to 
have so many fit for service this early. My own judgment is that 
we had better not draw out the artillery horses we shall need until 
the season approaches for active operations. 

Fifth. The chief difficulty he apprehends is not as to a supply of 
the 1,000 or so of artillery horses we shall want, but respecting 
animals for transportation. He seems familiar with the statistics 
of mules in the different States, and considers it important to be 
authorized to have access with his experienced agents to Mississippi, 
&c. His brother, who is charged there with duties similar to his 
own here, has not, he believes, such experience of the difficulties 
involved as to enable him to obtain in time all that will be needed; 
and besides, while Virginia has been so greatly reduced in number 
of mules, great numbers have been run from Tennessee into portions 
of Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia, and it is alike just and wise 
that some of our needs be thence supplied. If you approve of this, 
a word from yourself to Major Cole in Richmond might be of value. 
My own views I will communicate to him immediately on these 
several points. 

I have the honor to be, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. N. PENDLETON, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery. 


{Indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS, February 17, 1864. 

Respectfully referred to Col. A. H. Cole for his information. 

I had previously directed that neither horses nor mules be brought 
forward before active operations became imminent. The suggestion 
of getting mules from the south is good. 

R. HE. LEE. 


[No. 88.]—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to the officers and men of Poague’s 
artillery battalion for re-enlisting during the war. 


Whereas Poague’s artillery battalion, Third Army Corps, North- 
ern Virginia, has patriotically re-enlisted to serve during the war: 
Therefore, 

Resolved by the Oongress of the Confederate States of America, 
That the thanks of Congress and of the country are due, and are 
hereby tendered, to the officers and men of said battalion for this 
act of noble and patriotic devotion to the cause in which we are en- 
gaged. ’ 

Approved February 17, 1864. 
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[No. 39.]}—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to the Pee Dee Artillery of South 
Carolina Volunteers. 


Whereas the Pee Dee Artillery of South Carolina Volunteers, 
early in the present struggle for Southern independence, tendered 
their services to the Government for the period of the war, and have 
recently renewed their pledge to serve their country until the last 
invader is driven from our soil: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
That the thanks of Congress are due, and are cordially tendered, to 
the Pee Dee Artillery of South Carolina Volunteers for their patri- 
- otic re-enlistment for the war. 

Approved February 17, 1864, 


[No. 40.|—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to the officers and men of McGowan’s 
brigade, consisting of Orr’s Rifles, the First, Twelfth, Thirteenth, and Fourteenth 
Regiments of South Carolina Volunteers. 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States, That the thanks 
of Congress are due, and are hereby tendered, to Orr’s Rifles, the First, 
Twelfth, Thirteenth, and Fourteenth Regiments South Carolina Vol- 
unteers, composing McGowan’s brigade, for their patriotic devotion 
to the cause of Southern independence, as manifested by their recent 
action, unanimously reiterating their determination to serve during 
the war. In thus renewing their pledges, after nearly three years of 
arduous and gallant service, they have met the expectation of their 
country, and are entitled to its approbation. 

Approved February 17, 1864. 


[No. 47.|—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to the officers and men of the Thirty- 
seventh Regiment of North Carolina Troops. 


Resolved by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, 
That thethanks of Congress and the country are due, and are hereby 
tendered, to the officers and men of the Thirty-seventh Regiment of 
North Carolina Troops for their gallant conduct in revolunteering 
for the war. 

Approved February 17, 1864. 


[No. 49.|—JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to the Surry Light Artillery. 


The Congress of the Confederate States of America do resolve, That 
the thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby tendered, to the en- 
listed men of the Surry Light Artillery, Capt. J. D. Hankins, for 
their patriotic resolutions adopted on the 9th day of February, 1864, 
and for their manifestation of zeal in our struggle, and devotion to 
their country’s cause, by re-enlisting for the war. 

Approved February 17, 1864. 


[FEBRUARY 18, 1864.—For Lee to Seddon, relating to Longstreet’s 
operations in Kast Tennessee, see Vol. XXXII, Part II, p. 766.] 


ee 
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HEADQUARTERS, February 18, 1864. 


His Excellency JEFFERSON Davis, 
President Confederate States, Richmond: 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I have received the dispatch forwarded to me 
to-day from General Longstreet, requesting 10,000 men to insure the 
capture of Knoxville.* I have no information of the practicability 
of the plan. I think it may be assumed that its defenses are stronger 
now than when it was last attacked, and an attempt to capture it by 
assault would not only be hazardous but attended with great loss of 
life. To reduce it by approaches would require time and, it seems 
to me at this distance, render necessary an army sufficient to defeat 
a relieving force that, now the railroad to Chattanooga has been 
opened, could be quickly sent from Grant’s troops. If a movement 
could be made to cut off supplies from Knoxville it would draw out 
the garrison, and this appears to me the wiser course. Could sup- 
plies be sent if troops were? For without the former the latter 
would be unavailing. I wrote to-day to the Secretary of War sug- 
gesting that Pickett’s division be sent to him in the spring and that 
a brigade of Buckner’s now at Dalton be returned to its division at 
once. I see by the Northern papers that General Gillmore and 
Admiral Dahlgren have gone to Florida, carrying three brigades 
with them. This reduces the force operating against Charleston. 
General Longstreet is under the impression that Sedgwick’s corps 
has been withdrawn from Meade’s army and sent to Knoxville. A 
division of it was sent to Harper’s Ferry at the time of General 
Early’s descent upon Petersburg, and a brigade was sent to John- 
son’s Island when the alarm was spread of a congregation of a force 
at Point Pelee in Canada. I cannot discover that any other troops 
have been sent from the Rappahannock, and my instructions to the 
scouts are to be particularly watchful, both here and on the Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad ; still they may be deceived. It is reported 
in the Northern papers that Longstreet has been re-enforced. If a 
portion of Meade’s army is sent west a part of this could be with- 
drawn. I would not think it wise if it is not, as we are now greatly 
outnumbered. It is very important to repossess ourselves of Ten- 
nessee, as also to take the initiative before our enemies are prepared 
to open the campaign. My information is restricted entirely to my 
own front, and I can do nothing for want of proper supplies. With 
these and effective horses I think I could disturb the quiet of the. 
enemy and drive him to the Potomac. 

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E., LEE). 
General... 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN, VIRGINEA, 
February,/18,. 1864... 
Maj. Gen. A. Euzny,. 
Richmond, Va.: 

GENERAL: General Hampton has written me of the effects of ‘the. 
late hard march to the Peninsula upon his command. The injury 
done to the troops morally and physically by movements at this 
season is so great that I beg leave to call yourattention again to the 


* See Longstreet to Cooper, F ebruary 17 pov Oks XXXII, Part U, De (59... 
75 R.R—VOL XXXII. 


1186 OPERATIONS IN N. ©, VA. W. VA., MD., AND PA. [CHap. XLV. 


importance of having scouts who can be relied upon, and of weigh- 
ing well the rumors and reports brought in by pickets and citizens 
before attaching any importance to them or sending them abroad. 
Pickets or scouts bringing in false or exaggerated rumors should be 
severely punished. Nothing so shakes the confidence of the people 
and the troops, nor has a greater tendency to render those on out- 
post duty careless and inefficient, 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 18, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. WADE HAMPTON, 
Commanding Cavalry Division : 

GENERAL: General Lee bids me say that he has received your 
letter of February 12, through General Stuart. 
| He thinks you did right to wait for further information before 
moving your command under the circumstances. He has been very 
much annoyed by the false alarms from Richmond, and the distress 
which it has caused among the men and horses in moving during the 
winter season. 

He regrets to hear of the reduced condition of your command, and 
has again and again urged upon the Department the different propo- 
sitions for recruiting it before the coming campaign. Your plan of 
keeping a mobile force somewhere in King William ready to fall 
upon the flank and rear of the enemy should he advance again 
- meets with his approval. The want of troops is the chief difficulty. 
The only troops available for this purpose will be such dismounted 
men as you can spare from your command and Col. Bradley T. John- 
son’s Maryland Line. A sufficient [number] of flota might be built 
on the Pamunkey or procured from Richmond from the Engineer 
Bureau. He will be glad to have you make the personal reconnais- 
sance in that country of which you speak. 

Colonel Johnson reported the incompleteness of the works around 
Hanover Junction, when he was ordered there, and it- was hoped 
that they had been pushed to completion since. He will endeavor 
to have something done in the matter. 

The general commanding will write to General Elzey and the 
Engineer Bureau. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. S. VENABLE, 
: Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 


; February 18, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. GEORGE EK. PICKETT, 


Commanding Department of Southern Virginia : 

GENERAL: I have had the honor toreceive your letter of February 
15, with the accompanying copy of the report of your operations 
near New Berne.* I regret the failure to capture the place, and 
have written to General Cooper, requesting him to order an investi- 


* See p. 92. 
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_ gation of the want of co-operation on the part of General Barton. I 
think such an investigation is due to that officer and to the country. 
Iam glad that the forces under your immediate command accom- 
plished their work so handsomely and with such good results. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. | 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 18, 1864. 
General 8. Coorrr, Adjt. and Insp. Gen., Richmond: 


GENERAL: I have received from Major-General Pickett a copy of 
the report of his late operations near New Berne, forwarded by him 
to the Department. In this report he asks an investigation of the 
want of co-operation on the part of General Barton. He expresses 
the opinion that General Barton should have advanced at the same 
time with the forces under Generals Hoke and Corse. I would 
respectfully suggest that the investigation be ordered at once, asit is 
due to General Barton and to the country. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
RK) LEE, 


General. 
{First indorsement. ] 


FEBRUARY 20, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
Perhaps it is due to General Barton, under the circumstances, that 
he should have the benefit of a court of inquiry. 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


[Second indorsement.] : 
FEBRUARY 22, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL : 
I had expected to await General Barton’s report, but as it has not 
come in, order the court of inquiry, as recommended. 
choy Aa huis 
Secretary. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 18, 1864, 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Sir: I am much concerned at the number of desertions that have 
~ occurred in the Louisiana brigade, Johnson’s division, of this army. 
They began before the last movement of the enemy across the 
Rappahannock. I have conversed with General Ewell and General 
Johnson on the subject, and no cause’ for itis known. Some cases 
have also occurred among the North Carolina troops. The men 
desert while on picket, and are supposed to join the enemy. The 
reportsof the last cases are inclosed.* Every attention is given to 
the wants of the men and every effort made to supply them with 
food and clothing. Pe 

The Louisiana brigade in which this evil exists is commanded by 
General Stafford. Heis now absent on leave, having gone to Rich- 


* Not found. 
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mond to have an operation performed, when he obtained a furlough 
for sixty days. I am anxious for his return, hoping it may produce 
some change in the disposition of his men. His leave of absence 
will expire about the 1st of March, but if he is in the vicinity of 
Richmond, I should like him to return at once. 
I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. EH. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARTILLERY CORPS, 
Louisa Court-House, February 18, 1864. 
Maj. A. H. CoLg, 
Superintendent of Transportation, &c., Richmond : 

Magor: I find it likely to promote the interests of the service for 
me to communicate to you some news derived from my recent exam- 
ination of Major Paxton’s arrangements at Lynchburg, and conter- 
ence with him respecting our prospects with regard to artillery 
arrivals. . 

First. You are already aware of the serious extent to which dis- 
ease is affecting the animals under Major Paxton’s care. I was sorry 
to learn from him that out of some 3,000 he had lost 600 or 700. I 
saw specimens of those diseased in the stables near Lynchburg, in 
several stages, some just dying, some still feeble but getting better, 
and some said to have been seriously sick but now nearly, if not 
quite, well. Major Paxton and the attendants consider that horses 
in good condition when attacked generally get well, while those pre- 
viously reduced are very apt to die. These facts indicate that the 
disease is not in all cases glanders, if inany. Great careis taken to 
remove all animals affected as soon as suspicion is excited, and by 
cleansing, fumigating, &c., to prevent the spread of the disease. I 
think it all-important, however, that the best veterinary skill be 
secured as soon as possible, or we may suffer incalculable mischief. 
It is believed by the battalion commanders, where ravages of the 


same disease have been experienced, that it was introduced among. 


them by horses brought to them from the supply stables. It may 
thus be diffused through the army and cripple us for active opera- 
tions. The most thorough remedial measures cannot therefore be 
taken too soon. 

Second. Major Paxton’s general arrangements struck me as very 

good, alike in regard to his system of accommodation, his measures 
for foraging, and his plan for obtaining new animals. Judgment 
and energy seem to characterize his proceedings. Much has cer- 
tainly been accomplished, for the time, and he is likely to achieve 
all*that can, under the circumstances, be done. I found him well 
posted as to the statistics of the country in his line, and laborious 
in exacting duty from others while discharging his own. 
_ Third. He has good hope of meeting, at an early day, our needs 
in artillery horses. He thinks he can furnish by April, certainly 
by May, all we may require. He does not think he could have 
ready for service by Ist March the 1,500 animals Major Johnston 
informed him he must have prepared by that date. The operation 
of purchasing is necessarily slow, because the impressment must be 
so conducted as not to dissatisfy the people under the smart of 
injustice, nor to impair the agricultural force of the country. His 
views and efforts in this matter seem to me satisfactory. 


- al 
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Fourth. His chief anxiety is respecting transportation animals. 
Mules he deems essential as our chief dependence. With the statis- 
tics of these in the several States he shows familiarity. Our supply 
cannot be obtained, he thinks, in Virginia and North Carolina, 
drained as these States have been all along. Much more [can] be 
done in the matter in Mississippi and the other States coterminous 
with Tennes«ee, as from this latter numbers have been run out into 
the others. His brother, operating in Mississippi as he is in Vir- . 
ginia, has not the experience in this business, expert as he otherwise 
is, to get up animals enough in time, nor will those he gets probably 
furnish any to this army. Hence he deems it important that he be 
allowed to obtain through certain of his own agents some supply of 
these animals in Mississippi, &c. This seems to me reasonable under 
all the circumstances. J mention it for your consideration, that you 
may, if approving, give the requisite authority. 

Fifth. He considers that injury must result to the animals under 
his charge and to the general service under his direction from the 
change in the original plans for him, by which North Carolina has 
been put under other officers. In this I concur with him, for two 
reasons: (1) Unless he can forage, &c., in that State, the depots 
of horses near its border cannot be conveniently, if at all, supplied 
with forage, &c. (2) His judgment, energy, and business qualifica- 
tions would enable him, I am sure, to have the whole better done, 
with unity of plan, than will be achieved under different heads, and 
to some extent adverse administrations. I fear you will not find 
much accomplished in North Carolina under the separate adminis- 
tration adopted. 

Sixth. There is danger of losing much of his zeal, if not his agency 
altogether, in this work, from the dissatisfaction with which he re- 
gards the change in his position. He supposed, he tells me, that he 
was to be chief in his department, and responsible directly to your- 
self, having under him the whole operation for the supply of ani- 
mals in Virginia and North Carolina. This was, he considers, the 
understanding with which he accepted the charge. He now finds 
himself placed under the orders of Major Johnston, deprived of half 
his sphere of action, and expected to meet demands for which his 
original jurisdiction and his untrammeled energy would not be more 
than adequate. Of course Ido not undertake to decide the merits 
of the question. I give you the state of the case as in Major Pax- 
ton’s mind. He is certainly sore. Whether Major Johnston really 
ranks him I do not know. If he does not, Paxton’s subordination 
to him is in fact a grievance. If he does, P. may still object that 
his position is not what he agreed to accept, and this he does allege. 
He wants to have charge of his own department, so that if there be 
efficiency he may get the credit; if reward at any time, he may not 
be so far down as to have it appropriated by others. In thus pre- 
senting the case I am in part complying with his request. 

These particulars, except the last, I have also submitted in a state- 
ment to General Lee, without, however, indicating anything respect- 
ing the setting off of North Carolina under another head. 

I hope among you all we may have such renovation of animals as 
to enable our armies to accomplish all the country needs next cam- 
palgn. 
ye Iam, major, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

_ W.N. PENDLETON, 
Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS,) | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, = 
No. 41. Richmond, February 18, 1864. 
* * * *K * * * 


XXVI. The First Regiment Engineer Troops, Lieut. Col. T. M. R. 
Talcott commanding, will report to Brig. Gen. John H. Winder, for 
assignment to temporary duty as prison guard. 

By command of the Secretary of War : 

. JNO. WITHERS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ORANGE CourRtT-HousgE, February 19, 1864. 
General §. COOPER : 

Since dispatch of 13th [15th] instant the remainder of Hill’s corps, 
except portions of the Sixteenth and Twenty-second North Carolina 
Regiments, the Stonewall Brigade, Young’s cavalry brigade of 
Hampton’s division, the Twenty-fifth Virginia Regiment, Carter’s 
Virginia battery, Troup (Georgia) Battery, First Richmond How- 
itzers, and Third North Carolina Regiment ager es sie ae cou 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Dublin, February 20, 1864. 
Hon. JAmEs A. SEDDON, Secretary of War: 

Sir: I received this morning your telegram of yesterday directing 
me to permit the pork belonging to Mr. Robert Harvey, agent of 
the Navy Department, and stopped by my order, to pass. I imme- 
diately ordered that the pork be allowed to pass. Itis here now, 
and cannot be forwarded because the railroad cannot give transpor- 
tation. Ido not think you would have sent your telegram of yester- 
day if you had known the facts. There are many persons in this 
department—I think the majority of them—who, through patriotism 
and an earnest desire to contribute all in their power to the Govern- 
ment, sell all of their supplies to the chief purchasing commissary 
at Government rates. There are a few who exert themselves to the 
utmost to get the highest possible prices, regardless of the Govern- 
ment. The man from whom Harvey procured this pork is one of the 
latter class, and he is one of the most unmitigated extortioners in the 
country. Hissurplus pork was engaged by the chief purchasing com- 
missary for the army at Government prices. Then an agent of Scott 
& Co., salt manufacturers, came and offered him a higher price, and 
he sold it to them. Then this man Harvey came here as purchasing 
agent for the Navy Department, but showed me no such authority, 
and he offered a higher price for the pork and bought of this man 
2,000 pounds, which had already been engaged for the army by 
Cloyd. This man (the owner of the pork) sent not only the 2,000 
pounds, but, eager to sell all that he could spare at the highest price, 
sent 1,500 pounds more than Harvey had engaged. When these 
facts were reported to me I stopped the shipment of the whole. 

If your telegram of yesterday is not rescinded the meat will be 
forwarded and the iniquitous extortioner will profit by the transac- 
tion which I have disclosed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; SAM. JONES, 
Major-General. 
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Abstract from field return of the Army of Northern Virginia, General Robert E. 
Lee, C. S. Army, commanding, February 20, 1864; headquarters Orange Court- 


House, Va. 
Present for e g 
duty. 8 @ S 
2, ay 
Command. g ee 
Z % | geo 
@. o og 
2 F be hi 
& 3) ap ap 
°o = <q < 
Second Army Corps, Lieut. Gen. R.S. Ewell: 
eR ERR TE Oe Son ENR eat. Sees Seamer ance : 15s ke esos 15 20 
PRAT YS lL VASTOM! Ch Aenacta steno rinecavsimoreeils anchors celle co /S Seale’ oie/acclasseegite 309 | 3,809 | 4,830 9, 336 
DoOHNSON Ss ALVislON7. saeco ceehtMo aw aiioe Gis Neel a paths sake helo seas 409 | 4,289 | 5,427 | 10,364 
EVOCLSS MCE WASIOIN IO coche yc crciectersiol arene ete rato cate thats recs tists ah asaTieteletene ais's 4 5,799 | 7,588 | 18,431 
Ce eine: ieee hs ne RO ae Ss nae eee 1,212 | 13,847 | 17,860 | 33, 151 
Third Army Corps, Lieut. Gen. A. P. Hill | : 
(ES oe ge a ACOA SUS MOS Cat eee COMET ISAT OPIS Meera saat B Liye Nirectencioe 15 18 
PATICEESONIS/CLVISLON 7 5 sts Meee stale, Hirota Aho etter HeIS aio iviers ares 461 | 5,652 | 6,987 | 12,194 
ethis division ct. was tecten ad tenet hese ay ich eet aig 284 | 4,455 | 5,305 8, 248 
Wilcox’s divisiond............. Pee etaicracin tae cupes Ree te nate setae se 363 | 4,982 | 6,117 9, 167 
To ea ere e NELSON bee od em eS hc tt ~ 4,128 | 15,080 | 18,424 | 29, 627 
Cavalry Corps, Maj. Gen. J. E. B. Stuart 
LEE Cong anu pEn LO Boda TUBHOS GS pase ce ork domccalrasooon woecanatad Ge eee ctecns 13 15 
Mampton’s GivISlOM ws .ce)slc oo pia cletehis ve) nose por ou beEeaorousad 245 | 3,302 | 4,135 7, 666 
LCE GMO NO Bocoo cpuckiqcoodser Ube dbaldeedus hap oe oomenacoaaae 73 992} 1,115 5, 658 
TEs aerate a, RRS ee Ia nee Be 331 | 4,204 | 5,263 | 13,339 
Artillery, Brig. Gen. W. N. Pendleton : | 
NSE ATID Vs COLDS aetee Mele o-helcteb eta ias hates ctibetaiet sate SSB stesew else 17 339 394 580 
SOCOMGPA TNA Yr OOVDSia ene cece rte eee ole etre sie tet seusiere caret 80} 1,368} 1,699 2,599 
PETA a COMPS iat eteterstaialelelatetererstreselateleleteleiet si = = sishe/- = Pods semog 10i | 2,010] 2,402 3, 360 
Gav almVvAC OLDS cigcs sale nace netilee 2 ons circ nists eters assets = 2 Oeics 16 346 398 598 
BE rien Were easter lote tose chars hat cve (ane) siapore. 8 aisle ae azoinssis. cielatesiete. visluie' a apiieieie’d 214 | 4,063 | 4,893 7, 187 
Unattached commands : 
Wallen DRAGS TEN oF DAO SISO UOETION GbaOnde Op ao OR ED GTO Oran Sodepaeanc Incodaarn ome socollbsudiretallnat occas 
Feary Lear ls MBA Mare tl oe ite) <cters Sie tala stetetess fe. ateterti crate Veins) In) aA wrnis rene, s 52 W15 872 1, 306 
SERPO VON tp Ul TU pepper sptte tis cl sche sede ict s cretnae¥s w)ola/a'n| siarate ayatayoiarals/ a dyateleusin 20 236 831 539 
Battalion scouts, guides, and couriersS...-.........-..0-.2--eeeees 11 188 228 381 
Nes) oo at ins USED AMEE SO CORIB OS SE OO Bee Tape hae renS rs Scat OT: 83 | 1,189 | 1,481 2, 226 
Grandeiotaleeie ries vetecsa ete t 4 stellen sie civauw sere SN So rehelcss Shsta1s 2,963 | 88, 482 | 47,871 | 85,480 


a Hoke’s brigade not reported. = 

bd Twenty-first Georgia and Forty-third North Carolina detached ; not reported. 

c Walker’s and Archer’s brigades detached. 

d Thomas’ brigade detached. 

e Lee’s brigade not reported ; Lomax’s brigade all absent ; total present, Lee’s division, consists of 
Second and parts of First and Fourth Virginia Cavalry ; remainder absent, recruiting. 

Ff Not reported. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 48. f Richmond, February 20, 1864. 

XXXI. Four companies (A, B, C, and D) of the Twentieth Georgia 
Battalion of Cavalry will proceed, under the command of the lieu- 
tenant-colonel commanding the battalion, to the Army of Northern 
Virginia, and report to General R. E. Lee. The remaining two com- 
* panies (E and F) of this battalion will remain as at present, in the 
Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, under the 


command of the major. 
* * * * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Field return of Northwest Virginia Brigade, commanded by Brig. Gen. J. D. 


Imboden. ie 
For duty. Sick. 
2 ¥ EI le Da lls 
Bil. Sobtee doeilll f ,|518 ’ 
Command, 8 3 a Za gs 5 z z Fe < zg I A a 
gleleloclaclzlaielslclelsi lal_lé 
S & | > aes q oo) + esl ees by 
4/88/8188) 88 E/2)2/e/8/Elelalzle)z 
S/S/S) 8/2 (Bele Elslelelelei sie) 82 
Blo |S || B {5 s s|izElas S\Bl/e/8)3 
Si3(S16142 [2° (Sl S/S (S| Bla] 4161815148 
General staff. ......... Pies aeatond 1 ane atl at 1 2 at 
(75h Ayptiveat at thd desea taal elm oc |\socal WenelleOonooeseu)eoegae peso) SSMLSOU Me Tt 
Mounted Infantry. mn 
BOL peta Meciment AS ocbS90||saad| (once adc enter Le) galllpie-wiall steele matte zara esata lererl COM SOOM terete 
Cavalry. 
4ist Battalion Virginia |....)....)..-.|-..-| s--+-|ec0--- We Biot Eee pone mers sos) emer kcde. sO) fee 3%! 
Cavalry. 
MeClanahan's batteryar.|Spiel’-s. hice heres |ommmsall. sew eZoalibis anellle cage lsc allt gars aillebe ell Merencl|l = ane al ane | eae 
otal. Akos Ve hie! 68 [22 | 2] 60 
Ext: In Absent fe g 
xtra ar- sen Ss 
duty. rest. Total total. 2 
o oO 
ei ; 5 Bll eingeeste || eae 
dq q q alae | & 
ES z aes B | og BE Remarks. 
Command. A] 8 $5 | 83 
2/Zieistie!s Sle | 3 ge] ae 
SleiSlialsizi & |S |eneded 
eldielajel2| &lela/B | s 
SOlalol/alolja| « |ojala2 12 
General staff ...........|.... AACS SOG aca Pema bo CtoS & Re ballidar Biles eraere Error of 8in last return 
on account of failure 
to report general staff. 
62d Virginia Regiment | 2 | 22]....) 3 | 17 |186 | 203 | 23 /829 | 555 | 535 | 20 recruits received 
Mounted Infantry. since last, return. 
18th Virginia Regiment |....| 29 | 1 |....) 24 3894 | 418 | 20 809 | 747 | 748 | Error,1 man absent in 
Cavalry. one not accounted 
or. 
41st Battalion Virginia |....| 14 |....| 8 | 21 [286 | 3807 | 15 |808 | 630] 617 | 13 recruits received 
Cavalry. since last return. 
McClanahan’s battery..|....| 9 |....]....] 3 |101 | 104] 2] 82] 188] 150 | 1 discharged, 1 died, 10 
dropped from rolls as 
deserters. 
POvG Ir sraarerat caleiels 2|74| 1 | 11 | 73 967 |1,040*) 60 |978 |2,078 [2,050 | General staff not re- 
ported in last return. 


{Nore].—Of the ‘‘ absent total,” 319 are absent on detached service, 209 absent sick, 90 absent with 
leave, 71 prisoners of war, 20 absent in arrest ; the remainder absent without leave, 8 deserters. 
O'Ferrall’s battalion cavalry, consisting of four companies, not being complete in its organization, 
and being located in Page County on duty, is not included in this return. Captain Woodson’s com- 
pany, numbering about 80 men, on provost-guard duty, Harrisonburg, not reported. 


Respectfully submitted. 
J. D. IMBODEN, | 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
Hays’ CREEK, ROCKBRIDGE CouUNTY, Va4., 
February 20, 1864. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY oF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 


; February 22, 1864. 
Lieut. Gen. R. 8. EweLi, Commanding Corps: 


GENERAL: The general commanding sets out for Richmond this 
morning, being called thither on business with His Excellency the 


* Error in addition not explainable. 


i 
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President. He will be absent several days. He directs me to say 
that General Chilton will remain here in the office, and is instructed 
to consult with you on all matters of importance connected with the 
army. Should it become necessary, General Lee desires you either 
to move up to Orange Court-House or to remove the office to your 
quarters, as you may think proper. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
C. 8S. VENABLE, 
Major and Aide-de-Camp. 


| Hpers. ARTILLERY, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
February 22, 1864. 
General R. E. Luz, 
Commanding Army of Northern Virginia : 


GENERAL: Although I know you are anxious to secure the pro- 
motion of our many meritorious artillery officers I regret, as I do, 
the obstacles that have hitherto hindered favorable action upon the 
recommendations in their behalf. I deem it my duty to submit for 
Oe consideration some additional facts recently brought to my 
notice. 

First. Some of the best officers in this corps, finding how extremely 
difficult it is to rise in it at all in proportion to service and merit, 
are making arrangements for more promising positions in other 
arms; nor can this be wondered at or even objected to as unpatri- 
otic. Men the most devoted must be expected to value rank alike, 
.as an evidence that their services are appreciated, and as an impor- 
tant condition toward more extended service. No man of merit ever 
disregards the question of promotion, and much as officers may be 
willing to sacrifice in times like these, they cannot ignore so uni- 
eee and powerful a sentiment as that associated with martiai 

onor. 

Second. Even those officers who have no idea of seeking other 
service, and whose simple sense of duty will keep them steadfast 
unto the end, in spite of disproportionate reward, are compelled to 
consider themselves and their commands regarded with less than 
justice, and after all that can be allowed for high principle we must 
conclude that it is not inhuman nature not to be more or less dis- 
turbed by such a reflection, nor can such disturbance be without its 
injurious effects upon the public service. 

Third. In addition to these considerations, the fact is worthy of 
particular attention that a number of the battalions have with them 
only one field officer, so that in contingencies frequently occurring 
the senior captain, not always well qualified for the charge, has to 
command a battalion, serious as are the responsibilities belonging to 
the position. It is certainly important that this difficulty be cor- 
rected before the next active campaign. 

You will I know appreciate the case, and again ask for such action 
on the part of the President and the Secretary as may be practicable 
toward remedying the evil indicated. 

I have the honor to be, general, respectfully, your obedient serv- 


ant, 
W. N. PENDLETON, 
Brigadier-General, &c. 
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SUBSISTENCE OFFICE, 
Harrisonburg, Va., February 22, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. A. EARLY, 
Commanding Valley District : 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
instructions of this date. I have to report as follows: On the 8th — 
day of this month Major Ginter, commissary of subsistence, turned 


over to me, viz: ’ 


Pounds. 

WShOxes a damanibine CAnmOLeS src eree ciscle ol sree oto ele @ +15) eee yp urietaielnie)= legal etek cietelciel ste 245 
I GADOXES SOAD ec sets sels le sreeeic acre cis = baer cteteke fee eats eke iota ey etofereleeieeleremielens 360 
il [eyop-¢ 4912) 9) S212 aan oem e o.0na ne Coho TOOT aa UeROO Coa UCN. { boc Goa cdc ong gOS 24 
Qoibarrels: pickled! porkee | ssiiec clots ss onc oe seca ee steels stro iene eeesieaeesle 4, 400 


The latter article I sent to General Lee’s army on the same day I 
received it. Thesoap has been regularly issued to the troops, &c. 
The candles and pepper have not been disturbed, I will forward 
the candles in a few days to the chief commissary Army of Northern 
Virginia. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
A. H. JOHNSON, 
Major, &c., Commissary of Subsistence. 


HEADQUARTERS NORTHWEST BRIGADE, 
Hays’ Creek, Rockbridge County, Va., February 22, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. A. HARLY, 
Commanding Valley District : 

GENERAL: Your letter of this date has been received. I will send 
a squadron down the valley to-morrow morning to relieve General 
Rosser’s pickets below Woodstock, as directed. I will also move 
my camp day after to-morrow to my old camp ground, this side of 
Swoope’s Depot. I would move to-morrow, but all my wagons have 
been sent out 15 miles from camp to-day in search of forage, and 
will not be in before to-morrow evening. Until Thomas’ and Walk- 
er’s brigades actually move from Rockingham, I presume there is 
no necessity for me to move the main body of my command to that 
county ; and till that necessity exists it is of the utmost importance 
for me to remain as far south as possible, on account of forage. I 
shall be compelled after I go to Rockingham to haul most of my 
grain from this (Rockbridge) county ; therefore every day that I can 
remain as far south as, say, Swoope’s Depot I will save that much 
in transportation. I scarcely see how it will be possible for me to 
subsist my horses in Rockingham, when compelled to go there, with 
the lmited transportation allowed by general orders. You are 
doubtless aware of the fact that Rockingham is nearly exhausted of 
forage and grain of all kinds, and that Shenandoah and the country 
below is so completely exhausted that it is with great difficulty and 
labor, and constant controversies with the people, that even a small 
picket force can be supplied. My own horses are as much in need of 
rest as those of any brigade in the army, and I had hoped that for 
three or four weeks I could rest and feed them here. As that cannot 
be, however, I will go down to Augusta day after to-morrow, and hope 
that by furnishing the mounted picket to relieve General Rosser, 
you will permit me to remain there until orders are received for 
the return of Generals Thomas and Walker to the Army of Northern 


= 
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Virginia, when I will at once proceed to take my entire command 
to Rockingham and support it as best Ican. If you will notify me 
the day before the infantry brigades move, I will move down so as 
to conceal their movements from the knowledge of the enemy. You 
are mistaken in supposing that the Staunton and Parkersburg road 
is open and unguarded. There is a guard at McDowell, stopping all 
persons on that road, under Lieutenant Carpenter, enrolling officer 
of Highland County, and I have a company besides in the north- 
western part of Highland, co-operating with four companies in 
Pendleton, to clean out the ‘‘ swamps,” arrest deserters, conscripts, 
and all suspicious parties. These forces cover all the approaches in 
that direction more effectually than any picket could do where you 
propose it (east of the Shenandoah Mountain), as there are several 
routes by which such a picket could be flanked from the valley. 
When the companies I now have on duty west of the Shenandoah 
Mountain return next week, I will station a picket permanently on 
that road, or keep a small force constantly scouting the roads in 
Highland and Pendleton. I also have four companies on the South 
Fork and South Branch, scouting, foraging, and gathering up cattle 
for my own command, sent out from Rockingham before I moved 
from Mount Crawford. McNeill is also over there, I understand, so | 
that I regard all western outlets from the valley very effectually 
closed up. If you desire me to move right on to Rockingham, 
you will find me after to-morrow 7 miles southwest of Staunton, 
where I was camped last week, near Jacob Baylor’s. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. D. IMBODEN, 
Brigadier- General. 
HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, February 23, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, Secretary of War, Richmond: 


Sir: I request that you will give me immediate authority to cause 
the pilots of this port to be enrolled, to put those who refuse to serve | 
as pilots under the regulations of the Department into the ranks of 
the army, and to detail such as are willing to act for the Government 
under such regulations and with such wages as may be prescribed. 
This is a matter of much importance and requires prompt action. 
The new law does away with the exemptions of pilotsassuch. They 
ought to be put under heavy bonds to return to the Confederacy, and. 
they should be entirely subject to military control. Asa body they 
have been guilty of outrageous extortion. 

I am putting up the lights at the mouth of the harbor, and am in 
hopes that the services of these men will not be so much needed 
hereafter, or at any rate may be more useful and successful than 
heretofore. An early answer is requested, 


Very respectfully, 
Writ Caw BITING, 
Major-General. 
{Indorsement. ] 

FEBRUARY 25, 1864. 
Telegraph the pilots may be enrolled and detailed on conditions, 
which should, however, give reasonable assurance of speedy return 

to the Confederacy. _ Re 


Secretary. 


\ 
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GENERAL oe ApJT. AND INsp. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No, 23. zichmond, February 24, 1864. 
General Braxton Bragg is assigned to duty at the seat of govern- — 
ment, and, under the direction of the President, is charged with the 
conduct of the military operations in the armies of the Confederacy. 


By order : 
8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
NGA D cet =f Richmond, Va., February 24, 1864. 


** * * * * * * 


XIII. ‘Maj. Gen. G. E. Pickett will immediately dispatch to Lex- 
ington, N. C., a sufficient force to repress the mob and to protect 
the public property at that place. 


* * * * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War : 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, C. 8. ARMY, 
Richmond, Va., February 24, 1864. 
Hon, JAMES A, SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir : I beg leave to state that the letter of the general command- 
ing the Army of Northern Virginia, respecting the discontinuance 
of certain hospitals, has received due attention. Owing to the ex- 
cellent health of the soldiers of the Army of Northern Virginia, 
many of the hospitals have been closed, and others temporarily, 
especially those in the city of Richmond. (See letter to Medical Di- 
rector Carrington on this subject, which is inclosed.) The general 
is under the impression that the detailed nurses (soldiers) are able- 
bodied men. This is a great mistake ; they are all disabled by rea- 
son of disability, and have been detailed for hospital duty on this 
account. To show that proper measures have been taken by this 
bureau to return even these soldiers to their commands, I refer to 
inclosed circular from this office, dated August 11,1863. In accord- 
ance with this circular, 376 detailed hospital attendants have been 
returned to their commands. The law requiring examining boards 
to furlough soldiers who will not be fit for duty in thirty days is 
another cause for the small number of patients; as this law has been 
modified, it will insure a larger number of patients than are at pres- 
ent in hospitals. If medical officers are required in the Army of 
Northern Virginia, it is the duty of the medical director to notify 
me of his wants; they have heretofore received prompt attention. 
The general must be aware there are other armies that require hos- 
pital accommodations. The medical director of General Longstreet’s 
army, for instance, has asked me for 10,000 beds. Where are they 
to be had if the larger hospitals enumerated by General Lee are 
closed? It appears to be the impression that hospitals can be put 
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in operation in a day ; such is not the case. If there were a hospital 
corps, surgeons, matrons, attendants, &c., in reserve the task would 
not be so difficult as it is at present, as the only attendants given to 
hospitals are disabled and incompetent soldiers, and to these the line 
officers invariably object as well as to negroes. If there should bea 
deficiency of hospital accommodation for the sick and wounded of 
our armies on whom will the odium fall? Not, surely, on General 
Lee, but on the chief of the medical department. The want of hos- 
_ pitals was terribly felt in 1861, and I dare not assume the responsi- 
bility of having such scenes acted over again. Whenever it is to 
the interest of the service to close hospitals it has been done. At 
present it is not deemed advisable to discontinue any more. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Ss. P. MOORE, 
Surgeon-General, C. S. Army. 


{Inclosure No. 1.] 


CIRCULAR, ) SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, C. 8. ARMY, 
No. 134. { Richmond, Va., August 11, 1863. 
The attention of the examining boards established by virtue of 
General Orders, No. 69, Confederate States Adjutant and Inspector 
General’s Office, for the purpose of granting furloughs and recom- 
mending discharges to sick and wounded soldiers in hospital, will 
be specially called to paragraphs I and Il of General Orders, No. 
96, of July 8, 1863, from the Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, 
and they are hereafter required to examine, at least once in each 
month, all enlisted men (exclusive of hospital stewards appointed by 
the Secretary of War) who have been detailed for any duty in hos- 
pital, and all white males subject to conscription who may be therein 
employed, and will return for duty to their commands, or will report 
to the enrolling officer for conscription, all such as are not positively 
disqualified for field service. A special report of all such thus found 
capable of bearing arms will be made monthly to this office. 
Ss. P. MOORE, 
Surgeon-General, CO. S. Army. 


{Inclosure No. 2.] 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, C. 8. ARMY, 
Richmond, Va., January 25, 1864. 
Surg. WILLIAM A. CARRINGTON, 
Medical Director, Richmond : 


Sir: Owing to the exigencies of the service, the following-named 
hospitals in Richmond will be temporarily closed and the patients 
transferred to the hospitals herein designated : General Hospital No. 
1 and Winder Hospital, patients to be transferred to Jackson Hos- 
pital ; Howard’s Grove Hospital, patients to be transferred to Chim- 
borazo. The property pertaining to these hospitals (No. 1, Winder, | 
and Howard’s Grove) will be carefully examined, and such repairs 
made as are necessary, and packed away for future use at the 
respective hospitals, placed in charge of a guard under the direction 
of the surgeons in charge of those hospitals. You are instructed to 
communicate with Colonel Stevens and ascertain if he can employ 
the negroes now in the hospitals about to be temporarily closed on 
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the fortifications or on some light duty, with the understanding that ¢ 
they be returned to these hospitals when their services are again — 
required. The matrons will be retained. The medical officers — 


attached to these hospitals will be assigned to other duty. As 
regards Winder Hospital, it is deemed advisable to pull down every 
alternate building, in order to give free ventilation and to secure 


- - 


4 


them from entire destruction by fire. The buildings thus torn down 
can be re-erected in the fine grove adjoining the division of Surgeon — 


Dudley. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
S.- P. MOORE, 
Surgeon-General, C. S. Arnvy. 


HEADQUARTERS, Wilmington, February 25, 1864. _ 
His Excellency the PRESIDENT : 

Sir: I beg to call your attention to the importance of a suspen- 
sion or partial suspension of the writ of habeas corpus in this com- 
mand, Many writs are being sued out under the authority of Judge 
Pearson, of the supreme court of this State, a man whom I believe 
to be a traitor, if not open at least at heart. If you would suspend 
the writ simply so far as relates to soldiers and parties hable to mili- 
tary service, I think the ends proposed in the recent action of Con- 
gress would be attained for the present. 

I beg leave to inclose herewith an extract from this morning’s 
Confederate. * 

Very respectfully, | 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 


[Indorsement. ] 


SECRETARY OF WaR: 


It seems proper that a general order should be issued for the 
guidance of officers in the military service. 
a Ds 


SPECIAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 46. \ Richmond, February 25, 1864. 


* * * * * * * 


XXVIII. Major-General Breckinridge is hereby assigned to the 
command of the Trans-Alleghany or Western Department of Vir- 
ginia. 

Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones is relieved from duty in that department 
and will be held subject to future assignment. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, | 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


* Not found. 
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HEADQUARTERS NORTHWEST BRIGADE, 
Near Bridgewater, February 26, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. A. EAR.y, 
Commanding Valley District : 


Your note containing dispatch from Major Gilmor has been re- 
ceived. I will send a courier to McNeill at once, as directed. I have 
two companies several miles below McNeill’s camp, on the South 
Fork, in the upper end of Hardy, who have been there over two 
weeks, guarding all the roads in that quarter, and especially watch- 
ing the Brock’s Gap and Dry River gaps, on the west side of Shen- 
andoah. They frequently scout to Moorefield and Petersburg. A 
courier arrived night before last from their camp with dispatches, 
reporting all quiet in Hardy. I also have Captain Stump and over 
50 men scouting in the upper end of Hampshire, on Big Cacapon, 
North River, and Lost River. These scouts will report any such 
movement as Major Gilmor mentions in ample time to provide 
against it. 

I don’t believe Averell has gone to Petersburg. The enemy has 
two regiments of infantry at work fortifying at Burlington, 
which ! believe hereafter will be their most advanced position. I 
will send you promptly any information indicating a move this way 
by Averell. My information from Burlington, Petersburg, &c., is 
up to last Friday evening. The enemy has only had two small 
scouts as far as Moorefield since you left there. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lang had a skirmish with and dispersed about 70 ‘‘swamps” on 
Seneca last week, with part of the Sixty-second Regiment, sent out 
from Mount Crawford. 

Yours, respectfully, 
J. D. IMBODEN, 
Brigadier-General. 


PETERSBURG, 
February 26, 1864. 


General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 


Following telegram just received from Lieut. Col. A. Herbert, at 
Lexington, N. C.: 


Has been no mob at this place, nor is there any likelihood of there being any, 
from what I can see and learn. On the 5th some women robbed Government de- 
pot, some 20 miles from here, and on the 18th a similar robbery was committed by 
women at Government mills, near the point of the first robbery. These women are 

‘supposed to have been encouraged by deserters and disloyal men. What shall I 
do? 
A squadron of cavalry would answer as well or better than 1,000 infantry. 
A. HERBERT, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Seventeenth Virginia Infantry. 


Colonel Herbert has been ordered to return, leaving two com- 


panies at that point. 
G. E. PICKETT, 
Major-General. 
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- 
Brigadier-General RANsom, % 

Weldon, N. C.: * 
It is reported that the military guard at Gaston are robbing the — 


stores. Please have them *emoved. 
A. R. LAWTON, 


Quartermaster- General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF CAPE FEAR, 
Wilmington, February 28, 1864. 
General BRAXTON BRAGG, 
Richmond : 

GENERAL: I beg leave to call your attention to the necessity of 
providing for this post a sufficient garrison to insure it against sur- 
prise. This necessity always exists, and that it may be fully con- 
sidered permit me to lay before you two or three letters* on the sub- 
ject addressed to the Adjutant and Inspector General of the Army. 
Memoirs, maps, and correspondence with the War Department will 
serve for a full understanding of this position, its importance, the 
means of defense and their application. 

Upon these letters Kemper’s brigade was assigned to me, but the 
New Berne expedition was ordered, of which that formed part. 
Since then I am not aware that it is at my disposal. My great need 
is to have such an addition to the permanent garrison as to enable 
me to prevent the works at the mouth of the river from being 
turned or surprised. I cannot do this as things now are. 


‘Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 


ORANGE CouRt-Hovuss, February 29, 1864. 
General Euzry: 

General Long, at Frederick’s Hall, reports that enemy, after cut- 
ting railroad below that point, moved to Louisa Court-House and 
Richmond road, and turned off in direction of the latter place. He 
also reported that Kilpatrick has gone through Spotsylvania. Please 
notify Colonel Johnson, at Hanover Junction. 

W., aot AY LOR. 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ORANGE Court-Houss, February 29, 1864. 
(Received 4.40 o’clock.) 
‘General 8. CooPER: 
As at present advised, enemy’s cavalry appears to be moving by 


our left and right, one column in the direction of Charlottesvi 
the other Frederick’s Hall. aes arlottesville, 
R. E. LEE, 


General. 


* Not found as.inclosires. 
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Abstract from return of the Department of North Carolina, Maj. Gen. George E. 
Pickett, C.S. Army, commanding, for the month of February, 1864; headquarters 


Petersburg, Va. 


Command. 


POL euta le SGaULL tetaeetereystoy=itay o) lela etal steseielelaVer ateraraiel sisieyerstelele 
Ransom’s brigade 
Corse’s brigade 
Clingman’s brigade . 
Hoke’s brigade 
67th North Carolina Regiment (Colonel Whitford). 
Kinston provost guard 
10th Georgia Battalion. 
CiS. Zouaves:...-..... . 
44th Virginia Battalion .. 


Total infantry 


3d North Carolina Cavalry (41st Regiment) .. 

6th North Carolina Cavalry (65th Regiment) 
62d Georgia Cavalry 

7th Confederate Cavalry... ...... 
Dearing’s regiment (Confederate cavalr. 


Motalicavialiry®. ori cmiacins stele stele sieaiciae ies, ctibi is 
Colonel Pool’s command (Goldsborough) ... 
Robertson’s (North Carolina) heavy battery 
Read’s battalion (88th Virginia) i 
Starr’s (North Carolina) battalion light artiller. 
Moseley’s (Virginia) battalion light artillery. . 
Washington (Louisiana) Artillery Battalion . . 
Coit’s artillery battalion 
10th North Carolina Troops (1st North Carolina Ar 
Andrews’ (Alabama) battery : 
Slaten’s (Georgia) batter: 
Lieut. Col. J. R. Branch’s command, near Peter 

Field and staff .. 

Sturdivant’s (Virginia) batter: 

Martin’s (Virginia) battery... 
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Organization of troops in the Department of North Carolina, com- 


manded by Maj. Gen. George E. 


month of February, 1864.* 


Ranson’s Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. Matt. W. Ransom. 


24th North Carolina, Col. William J. 
Clarke. 

25th North Carolina, Col. Henry M. Rut- 
ledge. 

85th North Carolina, Col. John G. Jones. 

49th North Carolina, Col. Lee M. McAfee. 

56th North Carolina, Col. Paul F. Faison. 


Pickett, .C. S. Army, .for the 


Corse’s Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. MONTGOMERY D. CORSE. 


15th Virginia, Col. Thomas P. August. 
17th Virginia, Col. Morton Marye. 
18th Virginia, Col. Robert E. Withers. 
29th Virginia, Col. James Giles. 

30th Virginia, Col. A. T, Harrison. 


* Organization of artillery not given on return. 
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Not brigaded. 
C. 8S. Zouaves, Lieut. Col. Alfred Cop- 


pens. 

10th Georgia Battalion, Maj. John E. 
Rylander. 

67th North Carolina, Col. John N. Whit- 


ford. 
44th Virginia Battalion, Maj. Peter V. 
Batte. 


Hoke’s Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. ROBERT F. HOKE. 


21st Georgia, Col. John T. Mercer. 

6th North Carolina, Col. Robert F. 
Webb. 

21st North Carolina, Col. William S. 


ankin. 

43d North Carolina, Col. Thomas §. 
Kenan. 

54th North Carolina, Col. Kenneth M. 
Murchison. 

d7th North Carolina, Col. Archibald C. 
Godwin. 


OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. 


[Cuap. XLV. 


Clingman’s Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. THOMAS L, CLINGMAN. 
8th North Carolina, Col. James M.Whit- 
31st North Carolina, Col. John V. Jor- 


dan. 

51st North Carolina, Col. Hector Mc- 
Kethan. 

61st North Carolina, Col. James D. Rad- 
cliffe. 


Cavalry. 


"th Confederate Cavalry, Col. V. H. 
Taliaferro. ; 

62d Georgia Cavalry, Col. Joel R. Grif- 
fin 


3d North Carolina Cavalry (41st Regi- 
ment), Col. John A. Baker. 
6th North Carolina Cavalry (65th Regi- 
ment), Col. George N. Folk. 
Dearing’s Confederate Cavalry Regi- 
ment, Col. James Dearing. 


Abstract from return of the Department of the Cape Fear, Maj. 


Gen. William H. 


C. Whiting, C. S. Army, commanding, for February 29, 1864 ; headquarters Wil- 


mington, N. C. 
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Orgamzation of troops in the Department of the Cape Fear, com- 
manded by Maj. Gen. William H. C. Whiting, OC. S. Army, 
February 29, 1864. 


Martin's Brigade. Heavy Artillery. 


Brig. Gen. JAMES G. MARTIN. Brig. Gen. Louis HiéBErt. 

17th North Carolina, Col. William F. 
Martin. 

42d North Carolina. 

50th North Carolina, 
Wortham. 

66th North Carolina, Col. Alexander D. 
Moore. 


Fort Caswell, Col. T. M. Jones. 

Fort Fisher, Col. William Lamb. 

Forts Pender and Holmes, Col. John J. 
Hedrick. 


Wilmington, Col. George A. Cunning- 
ham, 


Col. George 
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Cavalry. 


ith Confederate Cavalry (two companies), 
38d North Carolina Cavalry (one company), 
5th North Carolina Cavalry (one company), 
5th South Carolina Cavalry (two companies), 


Col. George Jackson. 


Light Artillery. 


3d North Carolina Battalion, Company A, Capt. Andrew J. Ellis. 

3d North Carolina Battalion, Company B, Capt. William Badham, jr. 
18th North Carolina Battalion, Battery D, Capt. Zachariah T. Adams. 
Staunton Hill (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. Andrew B. Paris. 
Southerland’s (North Carolina) battery, Capt. Thomas J. Southerland, 
Webb’s (North Carolina) battery, Capt. Lewis H. Webb. 
Young's (Virginia) battery, Capt. Edward R. Young. 


Abstract from return of the Department of Western Virginia, Maj. Gen. Samuel 
Jones, CO. S. Army, commanding, for the month of February, 1864; headquarters 
Dublin Depot, Va. 
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b With Echols’ brigade. d Not heretofore reported. 


Major-General Breckinridge is now absent in Monroe County and 
will not return for several days. As this report has already been 
delayed, and as General B. was not in command during the period it 
covers, I have thought it best, in the absence of the commanding 


general, to forward it at once. 
C. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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Organization of troops in the Department of Western Virgina, com- 
Handel by Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, C. S. Army, February 29, 
1864, 


Echols’ Brigade. McCausland’s Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN ECHOLS. Col. JOHN MCCAUSLAND. 
2d Virginia, Lieut. Col. Andrew R. | 36th Virginia. ; 
oe aaa 45th Virginia Battalion, Lieut. Col. 
23d Virginia Battalion, Lieut. Col. Clar- Henry M. Beckley. 
ence Derrick. 60th Virginia, Col. Beuhring H. Jones. 


26th Virginia Battalion, Lieut. Col. | Hart’s Company Engineer Troops. 
George M. Edgar. 

Virginia Partisan Company, Capt. Philip 
J. Thurmond. 

Virginia Partisan Company, Capt. Will- 
iam D. Thurmond. 


Troops at Saltville. 
45th Virginia, Col. William H. Browne. 


Jenkins’ Brigade,* Jackson’s Brigade. 
14th Virginia Cavalry, Col. James Coch- Col. WILLIAM L. JACKSON. 
ran. 
16th Virginia Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Will- | 19th Virginia Cavalry. ; 
iam L. Graham. 20th Virginia Cavalry. 
17th Virginia Cavalry. 46th Virginia Battalion. 
Couriers. 


87th Virginia Battalion, Company H, Capt. William H. Payne. 


Artillery. 


Botetourt (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. Henry C. Douthat. 

Bryan’s (Virginia) battery, Capt. Thomas A. Bryan. 

Rhett (Tennessee) Battery, Capt. William H. Burroughs. 
Chapman’s (Virginia) battery, Capt. George B. Chapman. 
Jackson’s (Virginia) Horse Artillery, Capt. Thomas E. Jackson. 
Lurty’s (Virginia) battery, Capt. Warren S. Lurty. 

McClung’s (Tennessee) battery, Capt. Hugh L. W. McClung. 


War DEPARTMENT, C.5S. A., 
Richmond, Va., March 1, 1864. 
COMMANDER AT PETERSBURG, VA.: 


The enemy are said to have crossed a small raiding force across 
the James, about 17 miles west of this city, with the view of striking 
the railroads on the south side. I consider this doubtful. Skirmish- 
ing on the east side of the city. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


ORANGE CouRT-HoussE, March 2, 1864. 
General 8. CooPER: 


” All quiet in front. Keep me advised of movements of Kilpatrick. 
R. HE. LEE. 


* Not at present united. 
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ORANGE Court-HovussE, March 2, 1864. 
General 8S. CooPErR: 


Just returned from Madison Court-House. Enemy (infantry and 
cavalry) recrossed Robertson River into Culpeper last night without 


injury. 
R. HE. LEE. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., March 2, 1864. 


General R. E. LEs, 
Orange Court-House, Va.: 


General Hampton, with some 400 cavalry, attacked the larger por- 
tion of the enemy’s cavalry, supposed to be a brigade, last night 
about 7 miles from Richmond. The enemy were defeated, with the 
loss of some 75 prisoners and many horses, and fled toward Hanover 
Court-House. General Hampton, from the jaded condition of his 
horses and want of forage, was unable to follow. 

Another body of cavalry, believed to be about five regiments, after 
being repulsed on the Westham road, retreated toward Hungary 
Station, and thence by the mountain road, apparently returning by 


the route they came. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
March 2, 1864. 
General E. JOHNSON: 

GENERAL: I wish you to move with so much of your division as 
is not on picket toward the Wilderness. You can either take the 
turnpike or plank road. If the former, continue as far as its inter- 
section with Wilderness Run; if the latter, to Wilderness Church, 
unless you hear of Kilpatrick returning to the Rapidan west of those 
points. The object is to endeavor to intercept him. Go as far as 
you conveniently can to-night. General Stuart, with Wickham’s 
and Rosser’s brigades, has gone down the plank road, and will be to- 
night at Parker’s Store or Wilderness Church. He has directions to 
communicate with you, inform you of movements of enemy, &c., 
and I wish you to conform to the information you receive or can ob- 
tain. Make arrangements for provision and forage, and you may 
take with you one or two batteries of Nelson’s battalion. I will 
direct him to be ready, and will notify General Ewell. The pickets 
on the Rapidan have been instructed to keep you advised of an 
movement of enemy in that quarter, and General Ewell will be 
directed to support you if necessary. I have directed a company of 
couriers to report to you. 

Let me know what road you take and where you will be to-night. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
; R. E. LEE, 


General. 
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RIcHMOND, VaA., March 2, 1864. 
General W. H. C. WHITING, 
Wilmington, N. C.: 

General Pickett has been ordered to send Kemper’s brigade to re- 
port to you. On its arrival order the Tenth North Carolina Battalion 
to report to General Lee’s army, Northern Virginia. 

8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


RICHMOND, VA., March 3, 1864. 
General RoBperRT E. LEE, 
Orange Court-House, Va.: 

Kilpatrick’s and Butler’s forces have united on the Chickahominy 
for attack on Richmond. If you can spare any [force] send it. 
The force at Hanover Junction has been drawn to this point. 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


ORANGE CouRT-Houss, March 3, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. A. ELZEy: 

Your telegram of 12.15 received. On call from General Cooper I 
have ordered troops to Richmond; are they needed? If not, inform 
me promptly. Are there any indications of an attack by Butler, or 
did he apparently simply move to Kilpatrick’s relief ? 

R. E. LEE, 
General. 


RICHMOND, VA., March 3, 1864. 
General G. E. Picker, 
Petersburg, Va. : 

Send without delay to this city the nearest brigade of your com- 
mand. Suspend execution of dispatch of yesterday respecting 
Kemper’s brigade. We are in need of re-enforcements here at the 
earliest moment. We want two brigades, if possible, immediately. 

Ss. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


ORANGE CourtT-Houss, March 3, 1864. 
General 8. CooPpEr : 


Stuart with cavalry and Heth’s division of infantry ordered to 


Richmond. Halt them if not needed. 
: Rye LER: 


RIcHMOND, VA., March 3, 1864. 
General Ropert EK. Leg, 
Orange Court-House : : 
Have just received your dispatch of to-day. The emergency has 
ceased. Stuart’s cavalry and Heth’s division not now needed. 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, Hpgrs. ARMY oF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
No. 61. Orange Court-House, March 3, 1864. 


* * * * * * * 


VI. Brig. Gen. N. H. Harris, Provisional Army, C. S., will report 
to Lieut. Gen. A. P. Hill, commanding Third Corps, Army of North- 
ern Virginia, for assignment to the command of the brigade of An- 
derson’s division formerly commanded by Brigadier-General Posey. 

By command of General R. E. Lee: 

We He eAsvaisO he 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


PETERSBURG, Va., March 3, 1864. 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 

I have ordered the cavalry companies which were to assemble at 
High Bridge to go to Richmond at once. Will you let me know im- 
mediately whether the danger in that neighborhood has passed? I 
want the City Battalion returned. There are no troops here. Two 
regiments of Clingman’s (number 1,400 muskets—more than Kem- 
per’s whole brigade) are now leaving here; that leaves this place 
entirely unguarded. Answer. 

GoW ePIi@kE 


Major-General. 


PETERSBURG, March 3, 1864. 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 

Your dispatch received. I have only twenty field pieces here, and 
horses enough to move seven pieces and men enough to fight the 
twenty. Shall I send them all? 

Gy) E., PICKELT, 


Major-General. 


RicumMonpD, March 3, 1864. 


General PICKETT: 
Send only the pieces for which you have horses, particularly the 
Napoleons and rifles. De ©. 


PETERSBURG, March 3, 1864. 


General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 
Have answered all your telegrams, but up to this hour, 3 p. m., 
have not been notified of the receipt of any of them nor any reply 
to my question as to whether the danger at High Bridge has 


passed. Answer. 
G. HE. PICKETT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


/ 
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PETERSBURG, March 3, 1864. 
General A. ELZEY: 
I have some twenty pieces of light artillery, only one of them 
rifled, all the rest Napoleons, but I have horses for only six of them. 
G. EJ PICKeTy. 
Major-General, Commanding. 


PETERSBURG, March 3, 1864. 


Major-General Etzny: 

Six pieces of artillery, in command of Captain Miller, Washing- 
ton Artillery, left here this evening. He will report to you by 12 
o’clock to-night. 

By command of Major-General Pickett: 

: C. H. RHODES, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GORDONSVILLE, March 3, 1864—6.15 p. m. 
General COOPER: 
I am directed by General Lee to halt my command at this point, 
unless otherwise ordered from Richmond. 
HET; 


Major-General. 


RicHMoND, March 4, 1864. 
Major-General Heru : 
General Lee was yesterday telegraphed that your division was not 
now required here, the emergency having passed. 
8. COOPER. 


HANOVER JUNCTION, March 4, 1864.. 
Hon, SECRETARY OF WaR: 

I arrived here this morning with Rosser’s cavalry brigade, after a 
night march from the vicinity of Chancellorsville. Have you any 
information of the enemy upon which I can act ? 

A ne si Pee Ore W Re De 
Major-General. 


nd 


FREDERICKSBURG, March 4, 1864—5 p. m. 
General 8. CooPpER: 2 l¢ 


The enemy’s cavalry has crossed Ely’s Ford and is ad i . 
ward Ghaddllorevilla” y is advancing to 
P. M. B. YOUNG, 


Brigadier-General. 


HaMILton’s Crossina, March 4, 1864—9 p. m. 
General S. CooPER: 
Enemy gone back over the river. 
Roi BV OUNG 
Brigadier-General. 


wap. XLV.) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 1209 


RIcHMOND, March 4, 1864. 
yeneral §. COOPER : 

GENERAL: From the report of Major-General Elzey this morning 
| deem the further presence of troops drawn from other points un- 
1ecessary, and suggest that they be returned to their respective posi- 
ions and that the previous order for a brigade to General Whiting 
9e Now renewed. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General. 


RIcHMOND, VA., March 4, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. A. ELZEY, 
Richmond, Va.: 


I am directed by the Adjutant-General to inform you that the pres- 
nce of troops drawn from other points for the defense of this city 
s deemed now unnecessary. They will therefore be returned to 
heir respective positions. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
HL) OLAY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ORANGE CourtT-Houss, March 4, 1864. 
Major-General Euzry : 
Use the troops about Richmond to repair the railroads as speedily 


is possible. 
R. E. LEE. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, C.S8. A., | 
Richmond, Va., March 4, 1864. 


yeneral G. EK. PICKETT, 
Petersburg, Va.: 


No force on the south side. Enemy believed to have retreated to 


Williamsburg. J. A. SEDDON 
; Secretary of War. 


od 


RICHMOND, VA., March 4, 1864. 
faj. Gen. G. E. PICKETT, 
Petersburg, Va.: 


Your two last dispatches of yesterday did not reach me until too 
ate last night to answer. I had _ previously directed General Elzey 
o telegraph you that we needed no more troops from your com- 
nand. You must have received my dispatch respecting the troops 


t+ High Bridge. 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


1210 OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. [Caap. XLV. | 


RicuMonD, VA., March 4, 1864, 

Maj. Gen. G. E. PICKETT, ia 
Petersburg, Va. : 

Orders have been given for your two regiments to be returned to 

you. You will spereL one car gut OneGrs lately given to you and 

rig - ra iting. 

send the brigade to Major-Gene g S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


.* 
t 
i 


A 


PETERSBURG, March 4, 1864. — 
General S. CooPER, j 
Adjutant and Inspector General: . 
Your dispatch received. I have ordered Kemper’s brigade to 
report to General Whiting. 
G.I. PICKETT 


Major-General, Commanding. 


DuBuin, March 4, 1864. 
General S. CooPER: 
General Breckinridge arrived this evening. I start for Richmond 


to-morrow. 
SAM. JONKS, 
Major-General. 


ORANGE CourRtT-Houssk, March 5, 1864. 
General S. CooPER : 


Am aware of enemy’s crossing at Ely’s Ford; troops are there to 


meet them. 
R. E: LEE. 


GENERAL ORDERS,) Hpgrs. DEPT. OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
No. 13. \ Dublin, March 5, 1864, 

In obedience to the orders of the President the undersigned hereby 
relinquishes command of the Trans-Alleghany or Western Depart- 
ment of Virginia. 

On parting with the troops he has so long commanded he desires 
to thank them for the courtesy that has marked their intercourse 
with him and his high appreciation of their gallantry and good con- 
duct. If all has not been accomplished during his administration of 
this department that may have been desired or expected, no blame 
attaches to them. He has always found them prompt to obey his 
orders and ready to meet or seek the enemy. They have at least 
the satisfaction of knowing that whilst they have contributed largely 
to re-enforce and aid other armies of the Confederacy, many of them 
fighting at Gettysburg, Chickamauga, and Vicksburg, and were in 
no small degree instrumental in checking the advance of the enemy 
through East Tennessee into Virginia, no reverse of any conse- 
quence has been suffered in this department, which it was the 
special duty of the Army of Western Virginia to defend. The citi- 


aN 
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zens have been almost wholly shielded from the ravages and devas- 
cations that the enemy has committed in other sections of the 
country, and that our troops now hold all the territory they held 
when the undersigned entered on command, more than fifteen 
months since. 

He earnestly hopes that under the guidance of the distinguished 
officer and statesman who this day enters on command in this 
department, and with the favor of the only Giver of Victory, they 
will perform their full share, and more, in bringing the unjust and 
savage war for our subjugation, now waged against us, to a suc- 
cessful termination, and in establishing the independence of the 
Southern Confederacy. 

SAM. JONES, 


Major-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpgrs. DEPT. OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
INOw 4, ©? Dublin, March 5, 1864. 


I. By direction of the President of the Confederate States the 
undersigned assumes command of this department. 

In relieving his accomplished predecessor he hopes by the efforts 
of brave troops and a patriotic people to protect this important and 
beautiful portion of Virginia. 

Il. First. Lieut. J. Cabell Breckinridge is announced as aide-de- 
camp in addition to the present staff, and will be obeyed and 


respected accordingly. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE 
et Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, 
March 6, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Commanding, &e.: 


GENERAL: I think it probable, from the information received from 
Colonel Jackson, at Warm Springs, that active operations in your 
department will commence on this end of your line. I was glad to 
know from your dispatch that you would be here during this week. 
I shall be glad to see you as early as you can properly come over, in 
order to have the benefit of your counsel and direction. It will also 
be a good time for you to become acquainted with the topography of 
the country. I have pretty minute and accurate maps of several of 
the counties in this immediate section, which will be of service to 
you. If you will let me know the day when you expect to reach the 
county of Monroe I should be glad to ride over and meet you. Mr. 
Caperton, I believe, expects you to be his guest when you come on, 
and his house is only 15 miles from my headquarters. I should 
think, if the enemy intend an advance now in this direction, that 
they would be here in the course of four or five days. 

Iam, general, very respectfully, &c., 
JOHN ECHOLS, 
Brigadier- General. 
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Narrows, March 6, 1864. 

Maj. C. S. STRINGFELLOW : 
I see by the dispatch of General Breckinridge that General Echols” 
is directed to call upon me for aid in the raid he reports. _My artil- 
lery and wagon horses have all been sent to the rear, into Bland and 
Pulaski Counties, and if Iam expected to move they must be sent_ 
for at once and I must have corn sent to this place or I cannot move, 
Let me know what I am to do. I moved to Union in the last raid, 
and it would have been much better if I had not gone. I suggest 
the propriety of my orders coming from department headquarters. 
JOHN McCAUSLAND, 
Colonel, Commanding, &e. 


[Marcu 8, 1864.—For Lee to Longstreet, relative to combined 
movement of Johnston’s and Longstreet’s forces into Middle Ten- 
nessee, &c., see Vol. XXXII, Part III, p. 594. ] 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
March 9, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. : ; 
Sir: I beg leave to call your attention to the importance of a 
speedy organization of the minutemen in the counties bordering on 
the Alleghany Ridge, for the protection of the agricultural and min- 
ing interests of that valuable region. General Imboden has sent me 
a plan of apportionment of these counties for the formation of regi- 
ments, which I approve. He thinks that five regiments may be ob- 
tained by the following apportionment: One regiment from Page, 
Shenandoah, Hardy, and such portions of the counties lower down 
as we can control, with its rendezvous at Woodstock ; a second regi- 
ment from Rockingham, Pendleton, and Highland, with its rendez- 
vous at Harrisonburg;,the third from Augusta and Bath, with 
headquarters at Staunton ; the fourth from Rockbridge and Alle- 
ghany, rendezvous at Lexington or some more convenient point; 
the fifth from Botetourt, Roanoke, and Craig, with headquarters 
at Salem, Buchanan, or Fincastle, or such point as may be selected. 
These regiments, organized under good commanders, with proper 
rendezvous to be assigned for the different battalions in case of alarm, 
with a good system of signaling, ought to be able to protect the val- 
ley and punish severely raiding parties of the enemy. I would sug- 
gest that the Conscript Bureau send active and efficient officers into 
the counties aforesaid in order to perfect the organization of these 
regiments as speedily as practicable. 
Tam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 
[First indorsement.] 
MaRkcH 11, 1864. 
ConscRIPT BUREAU: 
Efficient measures should be taken to effect the enrollment and 
speedy organization of the men inthe district referred to by General 
Lee. I should, however, prefer the battalion organization. 
de ALS ss 
Secretary of War. 
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BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, March 12, 1864. 


Respectfully referred to Colonel Shields, who will take into imme- 
iate consideration what officers he will send to these districts. 
By order of Colonel Preston, superintendent : 
THOMAS PINCKNEY, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(Third indorsement.] 


APRIL 12, 1864. 
NECRETARY OF WAR: 

Give instructions to General Imboden to direct the enrollment and 
rganization of the reserve force in the district named. Supernu- 
aerary and invalid officers should be first availed of ; appointments 
yhere authorized by lawcan follow. Among the brigadier-generals 
f Virginia one no doubt can be found who may be properly assigned 
nd relieve General Imboden hereafter, but the work should not wait 
or his arrival. ec 


{Fourth indorsement.] 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, April 12, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to the Secretary of War, whose attention is 
ivited to the indorsement of His Excellency the President. 
JOHN 8S. PRESTON, . 
Colonel and Superintendent. 


[Fifth Indorsement.] 


APRIL 13, 1864. 
fajor MELTON : 

Note particularly the President’s indorsement, and give the requi- 
ite orders to carry them out. Pies 


[Sixth indorsement. ] 


APRIL 13, 1864. 


In addition to his present duties, Brigadier-General Imboden is 
harged with the enrollment and organization of the reserve forces 
f Virginia in the counties of Botetourt, Roanoke, Craig, Rocking- 
am, Pendleton, Highland, Augusta, Bath, Rockbridge, Alleghany, 
age, Shenandoah, Hardy, and such portions of country lower down 
he valley as can be controlled. The enrolling officers in the coun- 
ies named, and such supernumerary and invalid officers as may be 
vailable, will proceed with their duties rapidly under the super- 
ision of General Imboden, who will act in co-operation with the 
sureau of Conscription and in strict accordance with the provisions 
f law and orders. The rolls will be forwarded without delay to this 
ffice for official action, and, mean time, arrangements will be per- 
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fected for the prompt assembling of the men in the event that the- 
President shall deem it necessary to call these forces into service, — 

(Colonel Withers, for orders as above. Copies for Bureau of Con- 
scription, General Lee, and General Imboden. : 
MELTON.) © 


HEADQUARTERS, March 9, 1864, 


Major-General STUART, __ 
Commanding : 


GENERAL : The condition of Butler’s brigade is such that unless_ 
it can have time to recruit before the spring campaign it will then 
be totally unfit for service. I was in hopes from what you told me _ 
that this brigade would be relieved on the 1st of March, but it is — 
still on duty, much broken down by its late marches. The almost 
total want of long forage is the main cause of its present condition. e 
Very little forage was to be had in that country, and but one ship-— 
ment of hay has been made to it by railroad. This seems the more 
strange as | have been informed that long forage has been regularly — 
shipped to the cavalry, which is on the left. It is proposed to keep 
one brigade near Richmond to protect the city, and I suggest that_ 
you send Butler’s. In a very few days, with rest and forage, it” 
would be in fighting condition, and it would improve constantly 
whilst on light duty. The dismounted men of the command could — 
do good service in the works, and if an enemy is to be pursued horses 
could readily be obtained in the city for temporary use. As soon 
as the condition of the brigade is good it can be brought to the field 
and another can take its place. By drawing all its pickets it could 
now mount 500 men, and quite a large number of recruits and fresh 
horses are coming on to it. The regiments of General Lee which 
were disbanded are coming in very full, and they could easily re- | 
lieve this brigade. : 

I beg that vou will take prompt action in this matter, and I am, 


very respectfully, yours, 
WADE HAMPTON, 
Major-General. 


GOOCHLAND Court-Hovuss, March 10, 1864. 
JAMES A. SEDDON: 

DEAR SiR: Pardon the liberty I take in presuming to intrude on 
your valuable time some suggestions to which, in the multiplicity 
of business in which you are engaged, you possibly may not have 
turned your attention, relating to the late Yankee raid in this 
county. It seems to me the felonies committed by them in this 
county, in burning houses on the various farms, stealing plate from 
Captain Morrow’s dwelling, burning Dover Mills and other mills, 
stealing negroes, and then hanging a negro they had stolen, are all 
offenses cognizable by the judicial tribunals of the State of Vir- 
ginia, for which they ought to be tried in this county. Witnesses 
can easily be procured to establish the arson, robbery, and murder 
on the officers and men captured in King and Queen, as accessories 
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yefore the fact. Previous to committing the felonies they had taken 
|S prisoners several officers at Frederick’s Hall, and afterward 
Thomas A. Card, in this county, who were kept in custody by the 
Yankees, carried with them wherever they went, witnessed the burn- 
ng, stealing negroes, &c., and hanging the negro, made their escape 
when the Yankees were defeated in King and Queen, and then acted 
as guards in conveying the Yankee prisoners to Richmond, along 
with the negroes they had stolen in this county. 

_If complaint was made to me as a justice of this county by any of 
the injured persons or their agent, and being furnished with the 
names of the prisoners, I would not hesitate in issuing warrants for 
their apprehension, and I presume the Confederate authorities 
would yield the prisoners to undergo a trial before the court of this 
county. 

Ido not wish you to consider this as addressed to you in your 
official character as Secretary of War, but as a countryman and 
Be upeance, who has been injured by the burning, and an old 

riend. 


BENJ. ANDERSON. 


(Indorsement. ] 


MARCH 12, 1864. 
Noted. Perhaps if punishment were duly administered it would 
not await the law’s delay. 
A IRBs iat 38 
Secretary. 


ed 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
March 10, 1864. 


General R. E. LEs, beset: 
Commanding Army of Northern Virgima: 


GENERAL: I inclose copy of a dispatch* to General Rosser from 
one of his scouts, received last night, which coincides with reports 
sent tome by my own men. I have little or no doubt that we shall 
have a big raid here some time this month. I have sent 350 men to 
work on the line of fortifications in the mountain passes. I can’t 
put up all those works in time to resist the next raid and at the 
same time keep an adequate force below Staunton. Would it not 
be well to notify General Breckinridge of these significant prepara- 
tions of the enemy, and call upon him to put up the works south of 
Millborough and require Colonel Jackson to do the work at Mill- 
borough ? If Averell comes with 5,000 to 6,000 men and threatens 
two or three places at once, say Staunton, Lexington, and the Vir- 
ginia and Tennessee Railroad, we shall be sorely put to to meet 
him unless these works are finished and other troops sent to the dis- 
trict. ; 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. D. IMBODEN, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


.* Not found. 
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Abstract from field return of the Army of Northern Virginia, General Rober 
E. Lee, CO. S. Army, commanding, March 10, 1864; headquarters Orange Court 


House, Va. 


Present for : 
duty. _ 


Command. 


Officers, 


[Cuap. XLV, 


esent, 


Aggregate pr 


absent 


d 


Aggregate present 
an 


Early’s division@..........-...-++.--+ 
Jobnson’s division 
ROGER Ell VASIOULO alate ayo tecciaiats oleic os/aiar ata ciecclereinie/sieistat> 


Third Army Corps, Lieut. Gen. A. P. Hill: 
Staff 


Fate SHER GL DG E ONS er MDOT SOO ATO EEL A ODAC AOE ce CAC TEraC Bl Baayen 12 18 
Anderson’s division sor 455 | 5,684 | 7,009 | 11,933 
TSA WICH TEs 087 o5- bopesecdee 2a pdeeiaodedoriceeerecedseocasas0uN 433 | 6,038 | 7,252 | 18,740 
IV UCOM BCI VISIOI ccs fscrites ant wipipiid eines ety aecices ine ceep re Slate alae 47 6,571 | 7,988 | 12,566 

ADOC chee cis einierc eioie sis a cists nas elev, nal lo dialopinweamnlelesinana? aeniest ae 1,370 | 18,293 | 22,261 | 38, 257 
Cavalry Corps, Maj. Gen. J. E. B. Stuart: ¢ 
ET RAIG CON SILL VASIOW Is cet ios aisiets 2 felstaseiclsie saiche = efereieisteislolaie < Yesivieivisie| smote iejera}aif leraiscein/orm| Reraie eetel iat 
AE SES AS AE VRNONE iets inc 0 cine acy ins «ik. leap Mio sgi Rial pinto b Wi Ore nga iote fw epepecnie sialon eke ohevaec Niacin cece i aac nen ne ee 
ODE ete teree unas Sir = cis sac aie isthe alaieie eleiciais ela ratatersie so mieisto" aie aera deiaiaersisiet eres ere ‘ki bie efaas hae 
Artillery, Brig. Gen. W. N. Pendleton : 
RES PAW EEG, COTS wa... vied oiapois a6 <!s(elsisisia ete aise viais ais Sian a1o\0 Sins nialstowslt 16 345 403 576 
Second Army Corps:...----22.- sseeccececceseenec snc rerecacseevses 7 1447+) 1,775 2,598 
BIE ed gh PITY OPPS sete ain zheia oi tsia nial aie vis, helalel one tera eis enieie ere me ieee ne 89 | 1,996 | 2,333 3, 358 
CAVEINYE COND S etre casas ens aa elute oveitie veareia pale stele tie heats tetsehre stealer 17 389 596 
recip Sek Sa Pier ee emer rth Ae ile DIE ie nay wee-| 200] 4,100] 4,900 7,198 
Unattached commands : 
VAG y aD ISANCD Cx sores teltin’ o.0cis cle Pwcianocis semieeienlt ceaeenwarene BSanal Bro cn aan osecoco| aacarndadl le sss acc 
Maryland Lane es: Gis. fesse vasa te cattecls one cee tee mee rae eaten ee ae ere Le eae 
Provost guard ..... eecciscbinceees ¢ HAC n Go SSOUASOLOOOREe Ace al 17 239 326 528 
Battalion scouts, guides, and couriers ..-...............20. - seen 9 189 233 344 
Te eS aE EN Sea ee OL 26 | 428| 559| 867 
Graxid COLL <5. gic vol sissieg ph vans wee earns roam Same eG 2,772 | 36,862 | 46,141 | 79,190 


a Hoke’s brigade detached ; not reported. 


b Twenty-first Georgia and Forty-third North Carolina Regiments detached ; not reported, 


cNot reported. 


Abstract from tri-monthly return of the Department of Henrico, Va., Brig. Gen. 
John H. Winder, C. S. Army, commanding, March 10, 1864; headquarters Rich- 


and absent. 


mond, Va. ‘ 
4 Present for 3 
duty. a, 
: Z 
Command. £3 
‘ ood 
z & 
Oo ~ 
oO - oO 
€ By = 
6/3 |8 
CityiGuard BOrces 3 oi% nse sie deers G it +:s1s:2/96 Ga ee iee eee anna = tay 928 928 
Camp Lee ...... oaks tas oh ORO. «5 ronan ee 21| 661) — 665 
CuScanilitary: Prisons: | ssissccr esp eeriea.\< a -hne neues ae ieee 25 393 433 
Motil cord tissu ieateke ee eeeReL.o eee ee 98 | 1,982 | 2,026 
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683 
4,741 
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Troops in the Department of Henrico, Va., Brig. Gen. John H. 
Winder, C. S. Army, commanding, March 10, 1864. 


City Guard Forces. 


Lieut. Col. Wyatt M. ELLiort. 
ist Regiment Engineer Troops, Lieut. Col. T. M. R. Talcott. 


Camp Lee. 


Col. J. C. SHIELDS. 


46th North Carolina (detachment). 

386th Virginia (detachment). 

Captain Page’s cavalry company (D, 39th Virginia Battalion). 
Confederate Guard (Company A, 9th Virginia Infantry). 
Engineer troops. 

Maryland recruits. 

Paroled and exchanged prisoners. 


C. S. Military Prisons, Danville, Va. 


Maj. M. MorFir. 


82d North Carolina, Company C. 
45th North Carolina, Companies D and G. 
538d North Carolina, Company C. 
8d Virginia, Company D. 
12th Virginia, Company I. 
18th Virginia, Company G. 
28th Virginia, Company I. 


WaAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., March 11, 1864. 
General R. E. LEE, 
Commanding Army of Northern Virginia: 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 9th instant, calling attention to the 
importance of a speedy organization of the minutemen of the coun- 
ties bordering on the Alleghany Mountains, for the protection of 
that valuable region, has been received and referred to the Conscript 
Bureau, with directions to adopt early and efficient measures to 
carry out your suggestions. 

In reply to your communication with regard to Major Wingfield, 
chief commissary of Anderson’s division, I have the honor to inform 
you that I ordered he should be relieved from duty with that divis- 
ion as soon as the application of General Hill reached me, which 
was on yesterday. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, March 11, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 
Srr : I beg leave to call your attention to the inclosed extracts 
from letters of Flag Officer Lynch and Lieutenant Loyall, C. 8. Navy, 
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dated the 8th instant, and respectfully request that instructions may 
be given to have the iron plates referred to transported to Kinston’ 
and Halifax at the earliest moment. The gun-boats at those points 
are completed with the exception of the iron plating, and the me- 
chanics are delayed in their work waiting for it. The work upon 
these vessels has been delayed for months by the want of transpor- 
tation, and now that they are very near completion I respectfully 
urge that no further delay on this account may be had, for unless 
_completed at an early day the detention of the boat at Kinston by 
the fall of Neuse River will be disastrous and may cause her de- 
struction. The subject is of so much importance that I suggest the 
detail by the Quartermaster-General of an officer specially charged — 
with it. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
8. R. MALLORY, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


{First indorsement.] 


MARCH 12, 1864. 


Quartermaster-General, for inquiry and remarks. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary. 


‘ 
g 

‘ 
* 
‘ig 
. 


[Second indorsement.] 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
March 15, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to honorable Secretary of War. 
At present forage and food necessary for our armies in the field 
demand our entire transportation. 
A. R. LAWTON, 


Quartermaster-General, 


(Third indorsement. ] 


Inform honorable Secretary. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


{Inclosure. ] 


Extract from Flag Officer Lynch’s letter of the 6th instant to Secretary 
of the Navy. 


Fourteen car-loads of plate iron arrived last evening, and for a 
week past we have had two car-loads waiting transportation to Kins- 
ton and Halifax. The whole rolling capacity of the road, except 
passenger trains, has been monopolized by the army, and I fear the 
completion of the gun-boats at those places will be delayed.‘ Besides 
my own occasional visits to the depot, a reliable officer is detailed to 
be there twice every day and apply for and report the prospects of 
obtaining transportation. The rights of the Navy are not respected 
its wants are utterly disregarded, and it is in the power of an acting 
assistant quartermaster to cause our transportation to be set aside at 
will. The importance of speedily completing the iron-clad on the 
Neuse and Roanoke does not seem to be comprehended. 
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Extract from Ineut. B. P. Loyall’s letter to Secretary of the Navy, of 
the same date. 


Flag Officer Lynch telegraphs me to-day that he cannot procure 
transportation forme from Wilmington. Weare in want of it here. 


ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
INOwrs: March 11, 1864. 


First Lieut. Theodore 8. Garnett, jr., having reported for duty in 
accordance with his commission, is hereby announced as aide-de- 
camp, Cavalry Corps, Army of Northern Virginia, and will be obeyed 
and respected accordingly. 

By command of Maj. Gen. J. E. B. Stuart: 

H. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ee HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS, 


HANOVER JUNCTION, March 12, 1864. 
General Euzry : 
Colonel Beale reports Kilpatrick’s whole cavalry force, with six 
regiments negro troops, at New Dragon Bridge, constructing a bridge 


to Urbanna. 
R. D. JOHNSTON, 
Brigadier- General. 


RicHMOND, March 12, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond: 

Sir: I have received a dispatch from His Excellency the Presi- 
dent ordering me to report to the Department of War and disap- 
proving of my conduct and that of Commodore Lynch in so nearly 
producing collision between the Army and Navy. I trust when the 
following statement is read, with the accompanying papers, it will 
be clear that I am in no way to blame in this matter. 

I was first made aware of any claim made by the Navy Depart- 
ment which would require the detention of a ship, the Alice, on 
the 6th instant, by the agent of South Carolina approaching me 
(with your authority, releasing the Government claim), for permis- 
sion for the Alice to leave, informing me at the same time that Mr. 
Peters, Navy agent, threatened to detain her. I sent for Mr. Peters 
and received the first intimation of the claim of the Secretary of 
‘the Navy. Though, under your letter by Major Bayne and the act 
‘of Congress regulating exports, I might have allowed the vessel to 
go, toy avoid difficulty I ce ae you for instructions, at the 
same time informing Mr. Peters that the general commanding alone 
had the power or authority to regulate the motions of these vessels, 
and RpnhGHion should be made to me to stop them, as it was in all 
cases to permit them to leave. You replied that your release of the 
Alice referred only to the War Department, and directed the claim 
of the Navy to be sustained. I accordingly detained the ship, in- 
forming Mr. Peters and yourself (see letter to Mr. Peters, page 210, 
Official Record, Department Cape Fear). No mention was made of 
steamer Hansa. 
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The War Department was fully aware that it was entirely my prov: 
ince to regulate the movements of the blockade-runners, and, to avoi 
difficulty, directed me explicitly to sustain the claims of the Navy. 
Not the slightest difficulty could have occurred had either of the 
naval authorities present made me acquainted with the wishes of the 
Secretary of the Navy or specified the vessel they wished detained, 
They did neither, but proceeded to act entirely independent of and 
contrary to my authority. On the evening of the 8th instant I re- 
ceived a note from Mr. Andrea, consignee of the Hansa (marked 
No. 1, accompanying papers), stating that Flag Officer Lynch had 
ordered his vessel under the guns of the North Carolina; that he de-— 
clined to obey, and desired me to take her in charge. This was the 
first intimation I received from any quarter whatever relative to the 
Hansa. I accordingly wrote paper No. 2 to the naval commander, ~ 
referring Mr. Andrea’s note for explanation, and adding that I had 
sent a guard on board the Hansa with orders to permit no one to- 
approach without proper authority, an order very frequently given 
in my command. Before an answer was returned I had received in-— 
formation that the Navy had actually seized the ship, weighed her 
anchor, and carried her down the stream to the anchorage of the 
North Carolina and placed a marine guard upon her. I then received 
late at night the reply of the naval commandant to my note No. 2 
(see No. 3). No other document than this is wanting to fix the 
whole blame of the affair, by which I mean the unwarrantable usur- 
pation of the military authority by this officer as unaccountable, as. 
uncalled for. My action in regard to the Alice, but two days previous, — 
should have convinced the naval authorities of what I would do in 
the premises had they informed me of their wishes, and of which no 
doubt Mr. Peters would have informed me but for the very premature 
action of the naval commandant. He. knew well the etiquette and 
the authority. He knew also that I would not permit interference, 
but feeling secure that he could plead the orders of the Secretary of the 
Navy, orders which I am sure the honorable Secretary could never 
_ have intended for execution in the mode pursued, he commenced at 
once to violate authority and right by seizing the ship. The ship had 
not even cleared for sea; had not applied for a pilot’s permit; had 
not asked for the authority from headquarters, without which no 
vessel is allowed to leave the town even, much less go to sea. If he 
did not know this he ought to have known it. The orders relative 
to the port have been published for months in the daily papers. 

He seized the ship. The honorable Secretary of the Navy does not 
appear to have ordered this. He says he ‘‘did not interfere as long 
as she lay at the wharf,” but only when she hauled out into the 
_ stream. There are two remarks to be made here: 

First. How long did he have the orders of which he speaks, but of 
which he never informed me until after he had used force? Had 
there been any desire on his part to avoid a collision some informa- 
tion would have been given me; but— 

Second. Why seize the vessel because she was hauled out? She 
ee ea ae the Woe to make room for another vessel. 

e remark about “slipping away” is simply absurd, and no 
better knows it than Flag Officer hea ee a 

He concludes his note by threatening me with his whole force in 
execution of his orders, ‘‘ but hopes I will do nothing to interrupt 
the harmony that ought to prevail between the two branches of the 
service ;” this after deliberately usurping my functions. He could 
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have done no more to bring about a collision had he ordered his 
forces into one of my batteries for the purpose of preventing the 
Hansa from going to sea, and then pleaded the orders of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, which might with equal propriety have been con- 
strued to that effect. 

Having received the information of his seizure of the vessel from 
the port officer of the guard (who had in obedience to my orders 
gone on board the Hansa) I wrote note No. 4 to the naval com- 
mandant, requiring the marine guard to be immediately removed. 
This I sent by Assistant Adjutant-General Maj. James H. Hill. 
Captain Lynch refused to withdraw the guard, and refused also the 
request of my staff officer to put his answer in writing. 

I might stop here, but it is necessary to add that I did -not act, as 
I might justly have acted, and put a stop at once to this unlawful 
proceeding. I sent a: dispatch to General Cooper reporting this 
conduct, and stating that, desirous of avoiding collision, I referred to 
the President and requested the removal of the naval commandant. 
The second in command of the naval forces, Captain Muse, was 
visiting me officially to communicate his orders at the time I wrote 
the dispatch. I read it to him and sent it off, at the same time as- 
suring Captain Muse that as far as he was concerned there could be 
no chance of a collision by me in this case. Captain Muse, in reply, 
stated that understanding I had already a guard on board the Hansa, 
and that I would not permit her to leave without the assent of the 
naval authorities, he would withdraw his guard at once. He then left, 
but very shortly returned with the information that Flag-Officer 
Lynch had given him orders not to doso. This in the presence of 
officers of my staff. 

Early in the morning I ordered in a battalion from Martin’s bri- 
gade to act as guards, and placing them to prevent communication 
temporarily between the fleet and the shore I sent the Cape Fear, 
C.S. steamer, of the Quartermaster’s Department, with a guard on 
board, weighed the anchor of the Hansa, had her removed to the 
quartermaster’s wharf and moored. There was no collision nor ap- 
pearance of any, nor did any occuratall, though after all this the 
North Carolina and Yadkin were brought up and placed in a threat- 
ening position with all their boats. 

It is to be remarked here, referring to the letter of Flag Officer 
Lynch (marked No. 3), that he states, ‘‘If the smoke-stack of the lat- 
ter vessel (referring to the North Carolina) were in place she would 
have taken a convenient position instead of moving the Hansa.” 
It now appears, however, that though he felt obliged on this account 
to seize the Hansa illegally and move her to the North Carolina he 
yet was able, when I had restored the Hansa to her proper position 
and control, to bring up the North Carolina, minus her smoke- 
stack, and place her apparently in a position to threaten me or to 
retake theship. This is consistent, at any rate. As soon as the Cape 
Fear got under way to bring the Hansa from the position to which 
she had been taken by the naval commandant communication was 
restored. A guard was left on the Hansa sufficient to insure her 
safety and her owners were notified that she could not leave unless 
by the consent of the Navy agent, a telegram to that effect having 
been received after she was secured from the Secretary of War. 

Late on the night of the 9th instant telegram No. 6 was received 
from General Cooper. No collision being anticipated or further 
trouble, the guard was withdrawn, and early the next morning, Com- 
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modore Lynch having left, Commander Muse was again informed 
that the Hansa would not be permitted to sail unless with consent of — 
the naval authorities. : 

I hope the above will fully satisfy the President as far as I am 
concerned. The correspondence referred to is forwarded herewith, 
which is all that relates to this particular affair. But that the Presi- — 
dent may be fully satisfied as to my course relative to the Navy, and | 
co-operation with them as well in this matter, I respectfully refer to 
paper marked 7, which is a list showing dates of letters to Flag Offi- 
cer Lynch since August last. These letters are all in the accom- 
panying volume of the Official Record of the Department of Cape 
Fear. They are few in number, being only seventeen, and very brief. 
They are confined, with a very few exceptions, to answers to the flag 
officer’s requests for assistance (invariably granted when in my 
power), and to one or two letters of suggestion ds to the common good 
or common defense. I request, in order to a full understanding of 
my course, not only as connected with the present matter but here- 
tofore, that these letters may be read and weighed. They need no 
comment from me, but they belong to the subject. 

If I do not now bring forward the correspondence which occurred 
previous to last summer it is for the reason: First, that since June 
last, when Flag Officer Lynch had the assurance to report me to 
the War Department for discourtesy and breach of faith because I 
refused to let him have two Brooke guns destined for the defenses 
of the Cape Fear on the gun-boat Raleigh, and lent to me by the 
honorable Secretary of the Navy himself to be mounted in my bat- 
teries until the Raleigh should be ready to receive them, I have 
declined any communication with him, the cases above mentioned 
excepted. He wanted to put the gunson Roanoke River. I refused. 
The Raleigh was not ready when he asked for them, nor is she ready 
now. Second, because if I should find it necessary, which I do not 
expect, to put any more weight upon this officer as to his course 
while in the naval command of North Carolina, and as to his inter- 
ference with me, for my own exculpation in this matter, the previous 
correspondence, which is all here, will form the subject of a separate 
communication. 

Very respectfully, 


W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 


{Indorsement. ] 


Marcu 14, 1864, 

Respectfully submitted to the President. 

These are the two telegrams* which you expressed a desire to see 
on Saturday. The first relates to the first trip of the Alice, and was 
indorsed by the letter of the honorable Secretary of the Navy. The 
second was on the receipt from him of the telegram informing that 
General Whiting did not recognize the rights of the Navy. After 
the receipt by him of my second telegram, he gave notice to Mr. 
Peters of his readiness to co-operate and detained the Alice till a 
satisfactory arrangement was effected by Mr. Peters. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


* See inclosures A and B. 
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) Witmineton, N. C., March 8, 1864. 
seneral WHITING, 
Wilmington: 

Str: Commodore Lynch has sent an order to the steamer Hansa 
0 drop alongside the North Carolina. I have declined to do so, and 
beg that you will either allow the steamer to lie at a more accessible 
spot or take her under your charge until all troubles or questions in 
suspense are settled. 

I am, sir, yours, most respectfully, 
TH. ANDREA. 


{Indorsement. } 


HEADQUARTERS, Wilmington, March 8, 1864. 
Original letter, and first and only communication to me that the 
steamer was to be detained. 
We He CW AITING: 
Major-General, Commanding. 


{Inclosure No. 2.] 


HEADQUARTERS, Wilmington, March 8, 1864. 


Mlag Officer LYNOoH, 
Comdg. C. S. Naval Forces N. C., present Flag Officer: 

I have just received the following communication from Mr. 
Andrea, agent for steamer Hansa:* 

* * * fot 2 * * * 

I respectfully refer this communication to you for explanation, 
aking it for granted that there must be some misapprehension. In 
the mean time, without designing to prejudice this case, I have the 
10nor to inform you that I will permit no interference with any 
vessel whatever in this department not belonging to the C. 8. Navy 
oy any authority but my own or by orders emanating from the War 
Department. 

A guard is ordered upon the Hansa and no person will be permitted 
0 approach her without proper authority. 


Very respectfully, 
Wee Oy WHITING: 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[Inclosure No. 3.] 


WILMINGTON, March 8, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING: 

GENERAL: I am just in receipt of your note respecting the 
Hansa. The order to me from the hozorable Secretary of the 
Navy is not to allow the Hansa or the Alice to proceed to sea unless 
he agents or the owners of those vessels consent to take the quan- 
ity of cotton which the Navy Department claims the right to send. 
The agents of both vessels have been notified of my instructions. 
so long as the vessels were alongside the wharves I did not interfere 
vith them, hoping to the’ last moment that matters might be ad- 


_* See inclosure No. 1, 
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justed ; but when one of them, with cargo on board, hauls out into © 
the stream, and it is given out by those belonging to her that she is — 
about to leave, it becomes my duty to obey the order I have received. 

Commander Muse is ordered to keep the Hansa near the North 
Carolina, so as to prevent her slipping off. If the smoke-stack of 
the latter vessel were in place she would have taken a convenient 
position, instead of moving the Hansa. ] 

Commander Muse is further ordered not to use force except in the 
last resort, but if it be necessary to enforce the order, to exercise 
all the means at his disposal. In this I will sustain him againstany ~ 
authority not paramount to that of the honorable Secretary of the 
Navy, and the only one I recognize as paramount,thereto is that of 
His Excellency the President of the Confederate States. 

In the hope that you will not bring on a collision between two 
branches of a profession which should ever act in harmony, 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
W. F. LYNCH, 
Flag Officer. 


{Inclosure No. 4.] 


HEADQUARTERS, Wilmington, March 8, 1864. 
Flag Officer Lyncu, 
Comdg. C. S. Naval Forces N. C., present Flag Officer : 

I have just received your note of this morning in reply to mine 
relative to the detention of the steamer Hansa. I can enter into no 
‘discussion upon this subject in reply at this time. My officer of the 
ruard, Lieutenant Thomas, reports to me that a marine guard is 
now on board of the steamer Hansa. I have only to say respect- 
fully that I require the marine guard to be withdrawn at once from 
‘he steamer Hansa. I request an immediate answer, if you please, 
by the bearer, Maj.J. H. Hill, assistant adjutant-general. 


Very respectfully, 
We EY CAW HITING: 
Major-General, Commanding. 


{Indorsement. ] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CAPE FEAR, 
Wilmington, March 8, 1864. 
As the bearer of this letter, I have to say that Captain Lynch 
would not give me a written reply to this letter, though the major- 
general commanding requested it. 
Respectfully, 
JAMES H. HILL, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. | 


{Inclosure No. 5.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE Care FEAR, 
Wilmington, N. C., March 8, 1864. 

Remarks of the major-general commanding the Department of the 
Cape Fear upon Captain Lynch’s (C. 8. Navy) letter of this date, 
herewith inclosed : : 
_ As to the first paragraph of Captain Lynch’s note of 8th instant, 
in which he states that the order to him of the honorable Secretary 
of the Navy is ‘‘not to allow the Hansa or the Alice to proceed to 
sea unless the agents of the owners of those vessels consent to take 
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the quantity of cotton which the Navy Department claims the right 
to send,” I have to say, with all respect to the honorable Secretary of 
the Navy, if his orders are as alleged, that in my opinion neither by 
the custom of service, the etiquette subsisting between the military 
and Navy Departments, by the act of the Confederate Congress regu- 
lating foreign exports, &c., or the regulations of the Government, 
signed by the Secretaries of War and Treasury, has Captain Lynch, 
of the Navy, anything whatever to do with exercising the authority 
he claims in the military department of the Cape Fear in this case. 
I suggest respectfully that the proper course should have been to com- 
municate to the commanding general that there was a necessity to 
detain a vessel. No vessel can leave this port without his express 
‘authority, if he has any. 

Second. Captain Lynch states in his second paragraph, ‘‘ As long 
as the vessels were alongside the wharf I did not interfere.” He has 
no right to interfere at all here with any vessel not belonging to the 
C. 8. Navy, either with the orders of the honorable Secretary of the 
Navy or without them. If the case were supposable he might with : 
equal propriety have orders to take command of my troops and this 
department. Again, Captain Lynch well knows, from published 
orders and from his own experience, that no vessel can pass the forts 
without special written orders and telegraph dispatches from these 
headquarters, and he could have communicated to me the desire or 
order of his Department to stop the vessel. He did not do it. 

Third. He orders Commander Muse to ‘*‘ keep the Hansa near the 
North Carolina, so as to prevent her slipping off.” This is an absurd- 
ity, consequent on his usurpation of authority in assuming to take 
charge of and move the Hansa under the guns of the North Carolina, 
he well knowing that not even his own vessels can ‘‘slip off” with- 
out my authority or permission. 

Fourth. He states that ‘Commander Muse is ordered not to use 
force except in last resort, but if it be necessary to enforce the order 
to exercise all the means at his disposal.” The order which he 
alleges to have received is, in his own words, to ‘‘ prevent the Alice 
or Hansa from proceeding to sea;” that is all. When the agent of 
the Hansa informed me that the Navy commandant had ordered his 
vessel under the guns of the North Carolina, an unwarrantable pro- 
ceeding, I sent a guard on board the ship to take her in my own 
custody. The officer of the guard found her moved already and a 
guard of marines on board. I demanded their removal. Captain 
Lynch refused. I have increased my guard, but have forborne to 
place Captain Lynch under guard himself for conduct subversive of 
all Iam put here for. I have so forborne because, first, I have His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief to appeal to, and because no 
collision can originate with me, and because also I can afford to have 
even my authority questioned or defied rather than produce a scandal 
such as this has nearly been. 

Fifth. He concludes his extraordinary note with the singular re- 
mark, all things considered; that he hopes I ‘‘ will not bring on a 
collision between two branches of a profession which should act in 
harmony.” ; 

It should be observed that, acting under the orders of the Secretary 
of War, received on the 6th instant, I had detained the Alice on be- 
half of the Navy Department. No notification whatever had been 
received by me as to the Hansa until her agent informed me of her 


improper seizure. 
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Lastly, I have to say that this is by no means the first occasion of 
usurpation by Captain Lynch or of forbearance on my part. The 
correspondence between this officer and myself for more than a year 
Tam willing to submit without comment. I have often thought it 
due to myself personally to report him and request his removal. I 
have been loth to do so from the regard and admiration I have ever 
felt for his branch of service, the Navy, with which I have been so 
much associated. It now, however, becomes my duty not only to 
myself but to the cause and to the country to report him. 

I may say, if I have refrained heretofore, it has been because his 
course here had convinced me that with his opportunities, if he could 
do no good for his country’s defense, he might perhaps do no harm. 
In May last he wrote me requesting that an appeal should be made 
to the President ‘‘ before his small but resolute force should come 
into collision with my comparatively overwhelming one.” Captain 
Lynch is always ready for this kind of thing, but when a few days 
ago I suggested that the force at his disposal might be useful relative 
to the late attempt to capture General Hébert in doing picket duty, 
instead of lying in perfect safety at the town and doing nothing, 
he answers me to the effect, as will be seen by his letter herewith | 
forwarded, that he cannot rely upon his ‘‘ small but resolute force” 

as against the enemy. This is at any rate an insult to his officers 
and men, for he has never tried them. 

I have -therefore respectfully, in the name of the country, the 
Navy, and of myself, as charged with the command and defense of 
this important place, to request that the President will remove this 
officer and place some one here who will at least attempt to aid me. 


Very respectfully, Wy Cen 
Major- General, Commanding. 


{Inclosure No. 6.]} 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CAPE FEAR, 
Wilmington, March 2, 1864. 
Flag Officer W. F. Lyncu, 


Commanding C. S. Naval Forces, N. C.: 


FiaG OFFICER: Night before last a party of the enemy, in two 
small boats with muffled oars, rowed in between Fort Caswell and: 
Bald Head and landed at the upper part of Smithville, conducted, 
evidently, by some one perfectly familiar with the localities. They 
went to the house occupied by General Hébert for his residence 
and succeeded in capturing Captain Kelly, of his staff. A flag-of- 
truce boat appeared yesterday from the enemy, with which I per- 
mitted communication. It was learned that the party was com- 
manded by a Lieutenant Jones,* of the U.S. Navy, and that their 
object was the capture of General Hébert. A few days since a 
party of 6 men, belonging to the Tenth North Carolina Battalion 
were ordered, about sundown, to take a boat in which some of the 

* Note on original by General Whiting : E 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT, March 8, 1864. 


Lieutenant-Commander Cushing [was] for some time with Captain Maffitt on 
the coast survey in Wilmington, in 1855 and 1856. Lieutenant Jones accompanied 
him, Cushing knew the boat pass by the east end of Battery Island to Smithville 
which could only be known by a pilot or a coast-survey man, 3 


Wa H..C. We 
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-erew of the steamer Pet had landed, along the beach to Fort Caswell. 
They took the opportunity to desert. No doubt on their information, 
and perhaps also a knowledge of localities formed by men formerly 
on the coast survey, the attempt was made. It was certainly very 
daring, and the actors deserve great credit. 

You are aware of the impossibility of discovering small boats from 
the shore at night in a wide entrance. To avoid a repetition of any 
such attempt, I now respectfully call your attention to the sugges- 
tion that, if you have the means at command, guard vessels or boats 
be established by the Navy at such points as may be regarded most 
suitable. I will be able to ae a number of boats for the use of 
the Navy, though I hope you will be able to station armed vessels as 

-arelief or reserve for outpost guard-boats. These boats should be 
required to bring to all boats or vessels moving in their vicinity at 
night, and thoroughly ascertain their character, and to that end, 
should this or any similar suggestion be adopted, instructions 
will be given to the military authorities, that no difficulty may occur 
in complete co-operation. 

This matter is now presented for your consideration, and I shall 
be glad to hear from you on the subject. 


Very respectfully, 
W._ H.. Cy; WHITING: 
Major-General, Commanding. 


[{Inclosure No. 7.] 


HEADQUARTERS NAVAL DEFENSES, 
Wilmington, N. C., March 2, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, 
C. S. Army, Comdg. Department of the Cape Fear: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of this date, and am disposed to do all in my power 
to prevent a recurrence of the transaction to which you allude. Un- 
fortunately, the men under my command consist mostly of con- 
scripts, whose loyalty is not unquestionable, and if sent in boats 
they might, as twice elsewhere and once here (in the case of the 
Tenth North Carolina Battalion), desert to the enemy. 

The North Carolinais having a new smoke-stack and some repairs 
to her battery, preparatory to taking a position lower down, and the 
other iron-clad is being pushed forward toward completion with all 
expedition. The small new steamer Yadkin and the tug Equator 
are fitting for the same locality, and their cruising about occasion- 
ally will be far more effective than rowing guard with boats manned 
with unreliable crews. With those vessels and a cordon of senti- 
nels the enemy cannot land, or landing cannot escape. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. F. LYNCH, 
Flag Officer. 


{Inclosure No. 8.] 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CAPE FEAR, 
Wilmington, N. C., March 8, 1864. 


General CooPER, if 
Adjutant-and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 
To-day, without any communication, Captain Lynch, of the Navy, 
took possession of and placed a guard of marines upon the Hansa, a 
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ship belonging to North Carolina and to private parties, and en- 
tirely under the authority of the commanding general, the purpose 
_being to prevent her from leaving port. The commanding general 
alone has authority here to stop vessels or to permit them to leave. 
On referring to Captain Lynch for explanation, he alleges orders ot 
the Secretary of the Navy. Having placed a guard on the Hansa, I 
have required the removal of the marines. He refuses, and has 
threatened me with using his whole force to sustain his usurpation 
of authority. j 

I forbear, to avoid collision, putting Captain Lynch and his peo- 
ple under guard, but for the good of the service and for harmony I 
request the President to remove this officer from here at once. I 
can permit no such interference with my command. 

Please to place this before the President at once. 

WE GS WELETIN Gs 
Major-General. 
{Inclosure No. 9.] 


RicHMonD, Marcn 9, 1864. 
General W. H. C. WHITING : 


Telegram of last night received. Desist at once from any colli- 
sion with Captain Lynch or his people. The merits of the case will 
be properly considered here, andl all the difficulties adjusted. 

8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


{Indorsement.] 


_ _ HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, March 10, 1864. 
On receipt of which, guard removed from Hansa, no collision 


having occurred. 
W. HH, C.- WHITING; 
Major-General. 


[Inclosure No. 10.] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, March 10, 1864. 
List of letters in Official Record of the Department of the Cape 
Fear from Major-General Whiting, commanding, to naval: command- 
ant, Wilmington, from September, 1863, to present date: 


as 105. Reply to note about labor in naval and military service, November 30, 


Page 111. Concerning wheel of Confederate States steamer Phantom ; answer 
returned. Not in possession of Navy, December 8, 1863. 

Page 119. To Mr, Peters, Navy agent, requesting a guard on the ground that the 
Navy guard was withdrawn by naval commandant because they could not be pre- 
vented from deserting. Attention is called to this December 5, 1863. 

Page 125. To naval commandant, in reply to a request to remove obstructions in 
the Neuse, December 11. 

_ Page 145. Informing flag officer of confidential letter of the President. Atten- 
tion called to this as illustrating desire to co-operate, December 21. 

Page 167. Answer to request for coal, January 14, 1864. . 

Page 168. Relative to coal, January 15, 1864. 

Page 179. Relative to a proposal to wreck steamer Ranger, February 2, 1864. 

Page 184. In reply to request to transport gun-boat iron, February 6. 

Page 187. February 7,in answer to a request to afford protection to steamer Dee 
being wrecked by Navy. 
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Page 191. In reply to request not to interfere with the Confederate States steamer 
Yadkin, February 14. 

Page 205. To Captain Muse, asking for boats, February 24. 

Page 208. Account of attack on General Hébert, and asking that Navy shall 
assist in placing guard-boats, March 2. 

Page 209. Calling attention to sale of goods from steamer Advance, and offering 
to reserve such as wanted by Navy, March 4. 

Page 210. To Mr. Peters, Navy agent, detention of Alice. 

Page 210. Naval commandant, informing the condition of Coquette. 
Meera Naval commandant, answer to request of boats by Commander Muse, 

arch 9. 


WH. C. WHITING. 
Major-General. 


{Inclosure A.*] 


WaAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., February 12, 1864. 
General W. H. C. WHITING, 
Wilmington, N. C.: 
The Navy Department claims the right to one-third of cargo of 
Alice. I have no authority to allow privileges interfering with 
arrangements of that Department, the rights of which must be 


respected. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


[Inclosure B.] 


WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A. 


Richmond, March 5, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, 
Wilmington, N. C.: 

I had authorized steamers, under arrangements with the State of 
South Carolina, to take out cotton for the State in lieu of that which 
they were to take for the Department. I have no reference to the 
engagements or obligations of vessels to take out cotton for the 
Navy. Mr. Mallory insists on his claim, and it must prevail. The 
regulations to be made by the President will, in a few days, settle 


the whole matter. 
J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS HAMPTON’S DIVISION, 
Milford, March 14, 1864. 


Brig. Gen. R. H. CHILton, 
Assistant Adjutant-General (through Major-General Stuart): 

GENERAL: In a communication of the 11th instant Major-General 
Stuart informs me that “the commanding general has decided 
that it is inadmissible to station Young’s (Butler’s) brigade in the 
vicinity of Richmond,” and he directs that this brigade be stationed 
somewhere on the lower Rappahannock. I must protest, most 
respectfully, against this location for this broken-down brigade, 
where they will have to be constantly on the alert to guard against 
attacks of the enemy, and where their only supply of forage will 
have to be obtained from the Northern Neck. This statement is 


* To Seddon’s indorsement, p. 1222. 
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made by Major Waite to General Young, and from all I can learn 
it is correct. As I regard the location selected by General [Lee?] 
unsuitable and dangerous, it is due to myself to declare that I can- 
not hold myself responsible either for the condition or safety of the 
brigade if it is placed there. 

I beg to call the attention of the commanding general to the fol- 
lowing telegraphic correspondence between Major-General Stuart 
and myself, which occurred to-day : 

Should Butler report for duty he will be assigned to the two South Carolina regi- 
ments till a full South Carolina brigade is formed, and Young will take the legions, 
to which will be added a Georgia regiment. 

J. H. B. STUART, 


Major-General. 


To this I replied : 


J cannot consent to the division of Butler’s brigade until the other regiments are 
brought on. 

I have received no orders from competent authority to break up 
one of my brigades, and until such orders come I shall not divide 
Butler’s brigade. I respectfully request the commanding general 
not to authorize any change in my command without at least con- 
sulting my wishes on the subject. 

I am, very respectfully, 
WADE HAMPTON, 
Major-General. 


PETERSBURG, March 14, 1864. 
General S. CooPErR, 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 

The reports from North Carolina are so threatening that I would 
advise Kemper’s brigade be sent back immediately to Goldsborough, 
so as to be ready to re-enforce Kinston or Halifax. 

GHO. E. PICKETT. 


PETERSBURG, March 14, 1864. 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 


The following dispatch just received from-General Ransom : 


_Colonel Jones telegraphs that the enemy certainly intend moving in this direc- 
tion. He says they have 1,200 cavalry and 6,000 infantry at Washington. I think 
they will attack Halifax or Kinston, according to circumstances. 


GEO. E. PICKETT, 
Major-General. 


: ORANGE, March 14, 1864, 
Maj. Gen. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE : ee 
Scouts from Hampshire County report accumulation of enemy’s 
cavalry and infantry at New Creek. Their information leads them 
to think a raid through western part of the State is contemplated. 
This agrees with what was yostareene sent you by mail. 
CW. EeA YLOR: 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Hpagrs. First Bric., ARMY OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Monroe Draft, Va., March 14, 1864. 
General R. HE. Lue, 


Commander-in-Chief, Army of Northern Virginia: 

GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of the 9th instant, in reference to the defenses of the 
Department of Western Virginia. 

On examination of General Harly’s report and the map accom- 
panying it, I find that his proposed line of defense, as soon as it 
enters the recognized limits of this department, diverges so much to 
the south as to leave exposed and entirely undefended the counties 
of Greenbrier and Monroe, and that portion of Alleghany through 
which the enemy in his late raid penetrated this department to the 
Virginia and Tennessee Railroad. 

The troops of this command are now holding positions 50 miles in 
advance of General Early’s proposed line, and are disposed of and 
occupied as follows: One brigade at Monroe Draft, near Burnt 
Bridge, 3 miles south of Lewisburg, and actively employed con- 
structing a line of defenses along the left bank of Howard’s Creek, 
covering the roads from Lewisburg and White Sulphur Springs ; 
the other at the Narrows of New River. With this brigade I pro- 
pose to occupy and construct at Princeton a large self-sustaining 
work, Princeton being the salient or key point of that section of 
this department lying west of New River. It masks and effectually 

_guards all the main roads leading to the Virginia and Tennessee 
Railroad, the lead mines of Wythe, and the salt-works. Four com- 
panies of cavalry attached to the First Brigade are stationed at 
Meadow Bluff, 16 miles in advance of Lewisburg, and a battalion of 
partisan rangers at Alderson’s Ferry, Greenbrier River. The engi- 
neer troops are employed at Covington reconstructing the bridge 
over Jackson’s River at that point, recently destroyed by the enemy. 
As soon as this is completed they wiil be moved to the Burnt Bridge, 
over the Cow Pasture River, Central Railroad, to construct the pro- 
posed defensive works at that point. Colonel Jackson’s command is 
at the Warm Springs. I expect to visit his command the latter part 
of the present week. 

In view, general, of the present disposition and occupation of my 
forces (and the extent of the country they are called upon to occupy 
and protect will necessarily prevent me from furnishing as large a 
detail as that mentioned in your communication), I have endeavored 
to put myself in communication with Captain Howard, engineer, 
and anticipate meeting him at the Warm Springs. 

After two applications to the War Office, I have been unable to 
ascertain the boundaries of this department. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. C. BRECKINRIDGH, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 65. Richmond, Va., March 18, 1864. 


* * * * * * * 


XXVIII. The First South Carolina Cavalry, Colonel Black, and 
the Second South Carolina Cavalry, Colonel Lipscomb, will proceed 
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without delay to South Carolina and report to General Beauregard, 
commanding, for duty ; the dismounted officers and men and the 
baggage by railroad, and the horses in charge of mounted detach- 
ment by highway. 

XXIX. The Fourth South Carolina Cavalry, Colonel Rutledge ; 
the Fifth South Carolina Cavalry, Colonel Dunovant; the Sixth 
South Carolina Cavalry, Colonel Aiken; the Seventh Georgia Cav- 
alry, Colonel White, and the three remaining companies of the 
Twentieth Georgia Battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Millen, will at 
once proceed in light marching order by highway to the Army of 
Northern Virginia. Thé train now attached to each regiment and 
to the battalion will accompany them on the march, and will trans- 
port cooking utensils only. The baggage conformed to regulation 
will be transported by railroad. 

XX. The companies of South Carolina cavalry commanded by 
Captains Tucker, Wallace, Boykin, Trenholm, and Magee will be 
organized with the cavalry of the Holcombe Legion into a regiment 
to be known as the Seventh Regiment South Carolina Cavalry, and 
commanded by Col. W. P. Shingler. The companies named will to 
this end proceed without delay by highway to Richmond, Va., in 
light marching order, and accompanied by sufficient transportation 
for the march. The baggage conformed to regulation will be trans- 
ported by railroad. 

XXXI. The Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth South Carolina Cavalry 
will, upon their arrival in the Army of Northern Virginia, be 
organized into a brigade, to take command of which Brigadier- 
General Butler will be assigned, and which will be attached to the 
division of Major-General Hampton. 

XXII. Major-General Hampton is charged with the prompt 
movement of the cavalry, as directed in the preceding paragraph. 

XXXII. The Hampton Legion Infantry, Col. M. W. Gary, will 
move at once with its transportation and baggage from the Depart- 
ment of East Tennessee, via Asheville, N. C., to Greenville, §. C., 
from which point the officers and men will receive furloughs each of 
twenty days, for the purpose of procuring horses and mounting and 
equipping themselves for service as mounted infantry. Upon re- 
assembling at Greenville the regiment will move promptly with its 
trains to Richmond, Va., for assignment to duty on the Peninsula. 

* * * * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
_JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GENERAL ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS, 
No. —. Kinston, N. C., March 18, 1864. 

I. The special charge of the outposts and matters relating to 
blockade-runners, disloyal persons, &c., is confided to Brigadier- 
General Hoke, to whom all reports and representations on the sub- 
ject will be made. His decision in such cases will be considered 
final, unless he prefers to refer them to these headquarters. 

By command of Brigadier-General Corse : 

i }eP BSHO@e | 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS, t ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 66. Richmond, Va., March 19, 1864. 


* * * * * * * y 


IX. Saltville, Va., will hereafter be considered as in the Depart- 
ment of Southwestern Virginia. 
K * * * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War : 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
March 19, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. D. IMBopEN, Commanding, &c.: 


GENERAL: The man Langley mentioned in your letter of the 
11th instant came to me recommended by Major Gilmor, but I do 
not know how far he deserves confidence. J understood that he had 
a permit to go in and out of the lines of the enemy as agent of a 
Northern newspaper to obtain copies of our papers. He is not em- 
ployed by General Hill or General Stuart, but was directed to com- 
municate any intelligence he might have to the latter in writing. 
While General Early was in the valley I directed that Langley should 
not be permitted to leave the lower end of it to come within our 
lines, and that he should be arrested if he did so. I desire that you 
will observe the same directions. It will not prevent him from being 
useful if he wishes, and will prevent him from doing us harm. Of 
Manzy I know nothing, and you will deal with him as prudence 
may dictate. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


Abstract from field return of the Army of Northern Virginia, General Robert E. 
Lee, O. S. Army, commanding, March 20, 1864; headquarters Orange Court- 
House, Va. 


5 » 
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duty. 3 2 
» 
# | Be 
a, 2 
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Early’s divisiona.... 3,917 | 5,086 9,151 
Johnson’s division 467 | 4,568 | 5,884] 10,470 
Rod esudivision! buses cyienie sees - BPP aS ate sls waa) teiehncere te eters 468 | 6,143] 8,186 | 18,431 
Total ean ee eS Slits! id Daa e eee 1,293 | 14,628 | 19,172 | 33,072 
Third Army Corps, Lieut. Gen. A. P. Hill: ; 
Staite c. meee arta ete ieitle occ of ota owes clante ojos aan Seles cia Sere ie, 15 Le 
Anderson’s division 486 | 5,831] 7,215 | 12,025 
Heth’s division z 448 | 6,245 | 7,620} 18,771 
Walleas-HiGhive ts Crile. due oben odoec FT ONOe POU BAA SOA AE ROBOC ens c.00r 505 | 6,793 | 8,828 | 12,515 
YRC er soea Soteceeirene Hate OC OTOO Le Ree e TOE OCI: A iardetasie 1,454 | 18,869 | 28,178 | 388,328 


a Hoke’s brigade detached ; not reported. : 
b¥Forty-third North Carolina and Twenty-first Georgia Regiments detached ; not reported. 
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Abstract from field return of the Army of Northern Virginia, &e.—Continued. 


Command. 
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Artillery, Brig. Gen. W. N. Pendleton : 
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Unattached commands : 
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Battalion scouts, guides, and couriers 
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duty. g Rs 
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g : 3 28 
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SE Rbrdueeac 13 15 
237 | 3,183 | 3,878 7, 784 
86} 1,345 | 1,566 7,978 
336 | 4,478 | 5,457 | 15,777 
15 363 424 586 
86 | 1,349] 1,720] 2,621 
88 | 1,987 | 2,349 3, 342 
18 367 414 607 
207 | 4,066 | 4,907 7, 156 
63 736 906 | 2,066 
45 761 889 1,305 
20 237 334 523 
12 200 247 845 
140 | 1,934 | 2,376 4,239 
3,480 | 48,975 | 55,090 | 98,572 


a Only Wickham’s brigade present ; Chambliss’ and Lomax’s absent. 


Organization of the artillery in the Army of Northern Virginia, 
Brig. Gen. William N. Pendleton, C. S. Army, commanding, 


March 19, 1864.* 


FIRST CORPS. 


Brig. Gen. E. PORTER ALEXANDER. 


Cabell’s Battalion. 


Col. HENRY C. CABELL. 
Maj. S. P. HAmMILTon. 


Manly’s (North Carolina) battery. 
Pulaski (Georgia) Artillery. 


Richmond (Virginia) Howitzers, 1st Com- 


pany. 
Troup (Georgia) Artillery. 
Huger’s Battalion.t 


Lieut. Col. FRANK HUGER. 
Maj. TYLER C. JORDAN. 


Ashland (Virginia) Artillery. 
Bedford (Virginia) Artillery. 
Brooks (South Carolina) Artillery. 
Madison (Louisiana) Artillery. 
Parker’s (Virginia) battery. 
Taylor’s (Virginia) battery. 


Blount’s (Virginia) battery. 

Fauquier (Virginia) Artillery. 
Hampden (Virginia) Artillery. 
Richmond Fayette (Virginia) Artillery. 


Haskell’s Battalion. 


Maj. JOHN C. HASKELL. 
Maj. JAMES REILLY. 


Jones’ Battalion.t 


Col. HiLary P. JONES. 
Maj. Joun P. W. Reap. 


Branch (North Carolina) Artillery. 
Nelson (Virginia) Artillery. 

Palmetto (South Carolina) Light Battery. 
Rowan (North Carolina) Artillery. 


* As indicated by Special Orders, No, 77, headquarters Army of Northern Virginia, 


of this date, which assigned the field officers as above. 


+ Formerly Alexander’s battalion, and serving at this date in East Tennessee. 


} Formerly Dearing’s battalion. 


\ 
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Washington (Louisiana) Artillery. 


Col. J. B. WALTON. 
Maj. B. F. ESHLEMAN. 


Hero’s (8d) company. 
Norcom’s (4th) company. 
Owen’s (1st) company. 
Richardson’s (2d) company. 


SECOND CORPS, 


Brig. Gen. ARMISTEAD L. Lone. 


Braxton’s Battalion.* 


Lieut. Col. CARTER M. BRAXTON. 


Maj. MARCELLUS N. MoorMAN. 


Alleghany (Virginia) Artillery. 
Chesapeake (Maryland) Artillery. 
ist Maryland Battery. 

Lee (Virginia) Battery. 


Carter’s Battalion. 


Col. THomMAS H. CARTER. 
Maj. RICHARD C. M. PAGE. 


Jeff Davis (Alabama) Artillery. 
King William (Virginia) Artillery. 
Morris (Virginia) Artillery. 
Orange (Virginia) Artillery. 


Brown's Battalion. 


Col. J. THOMPSON BRowN. 
Lieut. Col. R. A. Harpaway. 


Powhatan (Virginia) Artillery. 
Richmond (Virginia) Howitzers, 2d Com- 


pany. 
Richmond (Virginia) Howitzers, 3d Com. 
pany. 
Rockbridge (Virginia) Artillery. 
Salem (Virginia) Flying Artillery. 
Cutshaw’s Battalion.t 


Maj. WILFRED E. CuTSHAW. 
Maj. RoBeRT M. STRIBLING. 


Charlottesville (Virginia) Artillery. 
Courtney (Virginia) Artillery. 
Staunton (Virginia) Artillery. 


Nelson’s Battalion. 


Lieut. Col. WILLIAM NELSON. 
Maj. DAVID WATSON. 


Amherst (Virginia) Artillery. 
Fluvanna (Virginia) Artillery. 
Milledge (Georgia) Artillery. 


THIRD CORPS. 


Col. R. L. WALKER. 


Cutts’ (Georgia) Battalion. 


Lieut. Col. A. S. CuTTs. 
Maj. JOHN LANE. 


Irwin Artillery. 
Patterson’s battery. 
Ross’ battery. 


Pegram’s Battalion. 


Lieut. Col. WILLIAM J. PEGRAM. 
Maj. JoseEPpH McGraw. 


Crenshaw (Virginia) Artillery. 
Fredericksburg (Virginia) Artillery. 
Letcher (Virginia) Artillery. 

Pee Dee (South Carolina) Artillery. 
Purcell (Virginia) Artillery. 


McIntosh’s Battalion. 


Lieut. Col. Davip G. MoIntTosH. 
Maj. MARMADUKE JOHNSON. 


Clutter’s (Virginia) battery. 
Danville (Virginia) Artillery. 
Hardaway (Alabama) Artillery. 

2d Rockbridge (Virginia) Artillery. 


Poague’s Battalion. 


Lieut. Col. WILLIAM T. POAGUE. 
Maj. GEORGE WARD. 


Albemarle (Virginia) Artillery. 
Brooke (Virginia) Artillery. 
Charlotte (North Carolina) Artillery. 
Madison (Mississippi) Light Artillery. 


* Composition given as reported January 31. On May 4 it is reported as consist- 
a of the Alleghany Artillery, Lee Artillery, and Stafford Artillery. 


First Virginia Artillery. 
¢ Formerly Jones’ battalion. 
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Richardson's Battalion.* 


Maj. CHARLES RICHARDSON, 
Maj. M. B. MILLER. 


Donaldsonville (Louisiana) Artillery. 
Huger (Virginia) Artillery. 

Lewis (Virginia) Artillery. 

Norfolk (Virginia) Light Artillery Blues. 


CAVALRY CORPS. 


Horse Artillery. 


Lieut. Col. JAMES DEARING. 
Maj. R. PRESTON CHEW. 


Breathed’s (Virginia) battery. 
Hart’s (South Carolina) battery. 
McGregor’s (Virginia) battery. 
Shoemaker’s (Virginia) battery. 
Thomson’s (Virginia) battery. 


Wark DEPARTMENT, C. g. A., 
Richmond, Va., March 21, 1864. 
General J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, Dublin Depot, Va.: 

I have information from various sources that Averell is preparing 
and intending another raid. You are probably more fully informed, 
and I give the information only from more abundant caution. 

J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


Union, Monroe County, Va., March 21, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, : 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. : 


Your dispatch of this date received. I have some reports also 
of an advance from Kanawha Valley. I have directed Colonel 
Jackson to look to railroad bridges over Jackson’s and Cow Pasture 
Rivers. His force is small and ought to be supported when neces- 
sary by any available troops in Rockbridge or Augusta. While 
Ngee from Kanawha Kchols cannot leave the line of Green- 

rier. 

JNO. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Major-General. 


RicHMOND, March 21, 1864. 
General R. E. Lez, Commanding, &e. : 


GENERAL: I had the honor to receive, on the 14th instant, yours 
of the 10th instant. Appreciating fully the great importance and 
extreme difficulty of supplying the Army with food and forage, I 
have spared no efforts to have them promptly transported from the 
far South, now our almost sole reliance. Great pressure has re- 
cently been brought to bear on the main trunk railways by the 
stoppage of passenger trains, express cars, &c., and a very large 
amount of corn and commissary stores have reached Richmond in 
the few days that have elapsed since I had the pleasure of seeing 
you here. Scarcely before during this war have so many public 


* Formerly Garnett’s battalion. 
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stores been moved within the same number of days by these roads. 
But, like “‘forced marches” in an emergency, these results cannot 
be kept up permanently. Our efforts will not be relaxed, however, 
and I hope for better things in future. I will add that I received 
the first notice of subsistence stores being at/Goldsborough awaiting 
transportation after your letter reached me, and they have now all 
come forward. 

I take leave, general, to quote from your letter as follows: 

I believe that our railroad transportation can be so managed as to bring all these 
supplies without delay, besides doing the other work required of them, and thatall 
the difficulties can be overcome by attention, energy, and diligence on the part of 
the officer in charge of this transportation. 

As this opinion differs fromany I have received elsewhere, I would 
be truly pleased to have any suggestions which would tend to insure 
this result, and if there is an officer who can discharge the duties 
with satisfaction, and with a fair prospect of accomplishing what 
you think quite possible, I beg that you will not hesitate to indicate 
him, that the assignment may be made. I beg you to remember, 
general, that up to this time last year not a car-load of corn nor 
subsistence stores had been brought from points beyond Raleigh for 
your army. Now we are feeding the soldiers and horses of that 
army toa great extent from Georgia. If the supply of railroad 
transportation was even then found so deficient as to cause serious 
alarm to the Government, how can they now meet these immensely 
increased demands ‘‘ without delay, besides doing the other work 
required of them?” Not a bar of railroad iron nor a single locomo- 
tive has been brought into the Confederacy during that time, nor 
has the call for transportation of troops, ordnance stores, &c., been 
such as to diminish the “‘ other work required of them.” Iam will- 
ing to be stimulated to the discharge of my duty, general, and shall 
always be glad to know your wants and your views, but I beg you 
not to expect impossibilities. I admit that we have been able to 
accomplish so much now in the way of transportation and to sus- 
tain life with so much less in the way of food than we dreamed 
of three years since that my hopes are strong for the future. The 
arrivals at Richmond within the last week were such that your sup- 
plies for the present will only be limited by the capacity of the Cen- 
tral Railroad. One passenger train only each day is now permitted 
between Richmond and Augusta, Ga., and it is hoped that this ar- 
rangement will increase our supplies here. 

A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 


PETERSBURG, VA., March 22, 1864. 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 
The following dispatch just received from Kinston, N. C. : 


I have information that I feel bound to rely upon that the enemy were re-en- 
forced at Washington up to Saturday with fourteen regiments of infantry, five bat- 
teries, and 500 cavalry. Three more regiments expected on Monday. Burnside 


said to be in command, We ought to have men here or at Greenville. 
: M. D. CORSE, 


Brigadier-General. 


GEO. E. PICKETT, 
Major-General, 


Whiting must send troops to me. 


Hy 
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PETERSBURG, March 22, 1864. 


General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 

The following telegram just received from Weldon: 

The following just received from Tarborough, from Capt. G. H. Brown, assistant 
quartermaster : f 

‘¢ General Burnside, with re-enforcements, reached Washington, N. C., on Sat- 
urday. General Harland also there. I have information direct that they will make 
an advance at an early day ; this is reliable.” 

JNO. C. PEGRAM, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


GEO. E. PICKETT, 
Major-General, Commanding. 


—y 


RicHMonD, VA., March 22, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. W. H. C. WHITING, 
Walmington, N. C.: 

GENERAL: To man efficiently and at once the vessels of the Navy 
it has become necessary to transfer 1,200 men from the armies. To 
this end the honorable Secretary of the Navy has detailed officers, 
with instructions to proceed to the headquarters of each army for 
the purpose of selecting and designating the men to be so transferred. 
From your command 50 men will be designated, whom you are 
requested to transfer to the Navy, upon the written request of the 
naval officer sent to your command, and under his direction to send 
them to Wilmington, N. C. You will please forward a list of the 
men so transferred to this office without delay. 

“By command of the Secretary of War: . 
S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


(Copy sent to Secretary of the Navy.) 


RicHMonND, Va., March 22, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. ARNOLD ELZEY, 
Commanding, &e.: 


GENERAL: To man efficiently and at once the vessels of the Navy 
it has become necessary to transfer 1,200 men from the armies. To 
this end the honorable Secretary of the Navy has detailed officers, 
with instructions to proceed to the headquarters of each army for 
the purpose of selecting and designating the men to beso transferred. 
From your command, including the brigades of Hunton and Bar- 
ton, 100 men will be designated, whom you are requested to transfer 
to the Navy, upon the written request of the naval officer sent to your 
command, and under his direction to send them to Richmond. “You 
will please forward a list of the men so transferred to this office 
without delay. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


(Copy sent to Secretary of the Navy.) 
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RicHMonND, VA., March 22, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. G. E. Pickett, Commanding, &c. : 

GENERAL: To man efficiently and at once the vessels of the Navy 
it has become necessary to transfer 1,200 men from the armies. To 
this end the honorable Secretary of the Navy has detailed officers, 
with instructions to proceed to the headquarters of each army for 
the purpose of selecting and designating the men to be so transferred, 
From your command, not including Barton’s and Hunton’s bri- 
gades, 80 men will be designated, whom you are requested to trans- 
fer to the Navy, upon the written request of the naval officer sent 
to your command, and under his direction to send them to Halifax, 
N.C. You will please forward a list of the men so transferred to ° 
this office without delay. 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


(Copy sent to Secretary of the Navy.) 


HEADQUARTERS, March 23, 1864. 


General JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Commanding Army of Western Virginia: 

GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 14th instant, and 
am very glad to find that you are earnestly at work in fortifying 
the approaches to the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad and the im- 
portant points in your command. ‘The farther these points are 
advanced the better, provided they cannot be turned and the garri- 
sons cut off. The points named by you are well calculated for re- 
sistance to the enemy advancing on those roads, but I am not suffi- 
ciently acquainted with the country to judge whether they are best 
in a system of general defense for the concentration of troops for 
determined defense. This line, too, should be connected with that 
being fortified by General Imboden. 

The enemy generally, in his advances in the country, threatens 
several sections and rapidly advances against one, and concentra- 
tion of our troops can only be made on a retired line. The longer, 
however, he can be held on an advanced line the more certainly can 
concentration be made to oppose him in the retired positions. It 
was with this object that the line through Jennings’ and Buffalo 
Gaps, &c., to Millborough was selected. General Early did not go 
much beyond the latter point, and merely indicated that the works 
should be continued to protect the important region westward. I 
hope the line you are fortifying will accomplish that object. In 
more than one instance Col. W. L. Jackson has been obliged to retire 
before the approach of the enemy east of the Warm Springs Mount- 
ain, and as he is now located in that region I thought it would be 
advantageous for him to construct the works, if practicable, intended 
to intercept the advance of the enemy after crossing the ridge. Ido 
not know where the line dividing the departments is situated. The 
forces watching the approaches to each operate at a distance from 
this line, and on an advance of the enemy against either necessarily 
co-operate. I have therefore considered the line between them 
imaginary. 

Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEH, 
General, 
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WILMINGTON, March 23, 1864. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 

Have you received information deemed reliable from Pickett ? 
Shall I re-enforce by railroad if called upon? Under present orders 
about transportation, can any troops come from south? Pickett 
telegraphs that Burnside is said to be at Washington. Please an- 


swer. F 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 
[First indorsement.] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
March 24, 1864. 

Respectfully referred to Quartermaster-General. 

Kemper’s brigade was yesterday ordered from Wilmington back 
to Kinston. Your views are requested as to their transportation by 
railroad, as it is a case of emergency. 

By command of Secretary of War: 

JOHN Weer Cie 
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


{Second indorsement. ] 


MARCH 24, 1864. 
Respectfully returned. 


A single brigade can be transported from Wilmington without 
serious interference if the railroad is allowed to run its own schedule. 
A. R. LAWTON, 
Quartermaster- General. 
(Third indorsement. ] 


General [CooPER]: 
I have telegraphed General Whiting the substance of the Quarter- 


master-General’s remarks. 
JOHN W. RIELY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


RicHMonD, VA., March 24, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. W. H. C. WuitING, 


Wilmington, N. C.: 
Kemper’s brigade, which you were yesterday directed to send 


back to Kinston, can move by railroad, allowing the authorities to 
run their own schedule. 
S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


: FAvuQuiER, March 26, 1864. 
Major-General STUART, 


Commanding Cavalry Corps : 
GENERAL: I received a few moments ago Major McClellan’s note 
with reference to the movements of the enemy along the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad. I made a reconnaissance over there yesterday 


/ Onap. XLV] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.— CONFEDERATE. 1241 


with afew men. Heretofore they have had all their cavalry camped. 
at Halltown. They had no picket-line covering the railroad until 
last Saturday, when they formed a chain of pickets extending all 
along the pike from near Charlestown to Smithfield, thence to a small 
village (Gorrettown [Ganotown ?]), I think near North Mountain. 
. This is evidently designed to cover some movement, though what it 
is I was unable to ascertain, as they have been very vigilant and rigid 
in preventing ingress and egress from their lines. I learned, how- 
ever, that some engineers within the last few days made a survey of 
the Winchester and Potomac Railroad, and that they had already 
commenced laying the rail. The heavy cavalry detail required to 
picket closely such an extended front would indicate that it was but 
a temporary arrangement, as they have never done anything of the 
kind even when the valley was occupied by much larger force. 

Milroy has again been placed in command at Harper’s Ferry. The 
_ impression among citizens is that a movement up the valley is con- 
templated. I will send another scout over to-morrow. I would be 
glad if you would furnish me with $2,000 secret-service money, 
as with my present opportunities I could use greatly to the public 
advantage. In the event of getting it, I propose investing it in 
tobacco, and then converting it into greenbacks. This could be done 
without much loss in the difference of currency. Should you fur- 
nish it, my brother, William Mosby, the bearer, will take charge of it. 

Please grant no papers to any man coming to join my command 
unless he can furnish evidence of having been recruited by an agent 
_of mine. The enrolling officer in Richmond has assumed to enlist 
men for me, and I have had the trouble of sending them back. 
Please have the inclosed paper* returned to him. You can very 
readily understand how necessary it is for success in my operations 
to have none but first-rate men. If the swollen waters do not pre- 
vent, I propose an expedition into the valley to-morrow for the pur- 
_ pose of capturing some cavalry outposts. J had a good thing on 
them to-day, but my designs were frustrated by the escape of two 
prisoners. I shall endeavor to keep you posted with regard to opera- 
tions in the rear. I have procured a fine electrician, who will be 
with me in a few days, which I am in hopes will add greatly to my 
facilities for procuring a knowledge of their movements. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JNO. 8. MOSBY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 


In the event of a forward movement either by our army or the 
enemy I would like to be informed. 


, RicHMonND, VA., March 26, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. W. H.C. WHITING, 
‘ Wilmington, N. C.: 

GENERAL: In answer to the communications in reference to the 
movement of Pool’s command to Wilmington, the Secretary of War 
directs me to say that applications from commands in onedepartment 
addressed through the commander of another department cannot be 
entertained. Had the application been regularly and properly made, 


* Not found. 


; 
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however, there would not appear to be any reason for granting it, 
the force at Wilmington, compared with that at other points, being 
ample for the duties to be performed. It will be remembered that 
the Tenth North Carolina Battalion, replaced by Kemper’s brigade, 
has been allowed to remain in the Cape Fear District. 
Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
SAML. W. MELTON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Marcu 27, 1864. 
Colonel Jackson, Magnolia: 
A gun-boat sent a party into Bear Creek and carried off some 60 
or 70negroes. On the 25th Dickinson repulsed a party from Swans- 
borough. He expects them to return, Can you increase his party 


at all ? 
W. HL. C. WHITING, 
Major-General, 


Wark DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A., . 
Richmond, Va., March 28, 1864.’ 
General R. HK. Lrg, 
Orange Court-House, Va. : 

The operator at Fredericksburg reports : 


Yankees opposite town; don’t know in what force. They are in full view of 
town. Have made an attempt to cross. 
J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


PETERSBURG, March 28, 1864. 
General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General: 
The following dispatches just received by signal line from Swine- 
yards: 
Gun-boats going down the river from Fort Powhatan. 


E. R. WIN, 
Sergeant. 


5 P.M. 
E. R. WIN, 
Sergeant. 


Co He RHODES; 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


The gun-boats are shelling Fort Powhatan. 


PETERSBURG, March 28, 1864. 
General S. CooPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General : 
Three gun-boats are coming up the James River. They are now 
vassing Lower Brandon—5,.30 p. m. 
In the absence of General Pickett : 
N. W. SMALL, 
Captain, &e. 


Cuap. XLY.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 1243 


HEADQUARTERS, Kinston, N. O., March 28, 1864. 


‘Col. J. N. WHITFORD, 
Commanding Siaty-seventh North Carolina: 


CoLONEL: Your communication of this date conveying the agree- 
able information of the capture of a flat from the enemy is at hand. 
General Corse requests me to ask you to congratulate the men 
engaged in the enterprise upon the happy accomplishment of their 
object and to return his thanks therefor. Such acts, while display- 
ing gallantry, are calculated to annoy the enemy and protract their 
work, which is very desirable, and besides, inflict losses, which it 
should be our aim to do whenever it can be done. He will always 
be glad to hear of such affairs. Please keep us posted of any infor- 
mation you may receive, rumors as well. 

Iam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. B. HOOH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Warm Springs, Va., March 29, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN ECHOLS, 
Commanding, &c. : 

_ GENERAL: Scouts just in from Northwestern Virginia report ten 

regiments of the enemy at Clarksburg, and fortifying ; three bri- 
gades in the Kanawha Valley, one company at Weston, four at Bull- 
town, and two regiments at Beverly, with artillery. I havenot been 
able to ascertain the force at New Creek and other points. The 
enemy anticipate a movement on our part some time this spring, 
and many of our friends there send me word that another raid from 
Averell may be expected. My horses are not secure where I am 
feeding them hay; they will not be able for service until late in the 
spring, but I have no safe place to take them. Rockbridge and other 
counties seem to be in this department when the enemy advance, 
but entirely out side of it when forage and supplies are needed.’ Two 
weeks since a corps at least passed over the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad from Tennessee to Meade. No other news. Theenemy will 
not advance on this line during this bad weather. 


Iam, general, very respectfully, 
i aa WM. L. JACKSON, 


Colonel. 


CoLumpBiA, March 29, 1864. 
General CooPER, , 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 

GENERAL: I find most of the cavalry so badly equipped here that 
there will be some delay in moving them. <A very large proportion 
of the saddles have been condemned, and Captain Calhoun, of Rut- 
ledge’s regiment, goes on to Richmond with a requisition for that 
regiment. I am preparing to concentrate the troops near here, so 
that they can march as soon as they can be prepared for the journey. 
I hope to move all, or most of them, by the 15th April. An effort is 

made in Charleston to keep Rutledge’s regiment here, though Colonel 
R. himself is very anxious to’go on. I hope you will enforce the 


con ' 
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order moving the troops embraced in the list given to me, as they are 
needed far more in Virginia than here. The order cutting down the 
companies to 80 men each has already been enforced, though it is 
clearly against law, which allows 125 men to each company. The 
three South Carolina regiments will carry on fewer men than you 
supposed, and this will make Butler’s brigade small even at the com- 
mencement of the campaign, which will, of course, reduce it still 
further. I recommend that four regiments be put in this brigade, 
which can be done by adding the Holcombe Legion or the Hampton 
Legion to it. Ishould prefer the latter. General Butler goes with me 
to Charleston to-morrow, and he will leave in a few days for Rich- 
mond, where he will consult with you as to his command. I have 
arranged for forage as far as Charlotte, and I hope soon to hear that 
General Lawton has established depots along the line of march. 
Aiken’s regiment has been relieved from duty by General Beaure- 
gard, and it is now getting ready to move. There is a company of 
light artillery in this State, commanded by Captain Harle, and he 
has applied to be transferred to my command in Virginia. This 
application was approved by General Lee, provided horses could be 
obtained for the battery. Captain Earle writes that there would be 
no difficulty in procuring them by impressment if orders to that effect 
were given. Henow has 75 good horses, and I can furnish at once 
5 more in Virginia. He would need only about 40 more, which I feel 
sure can readily be furnished from captured horses. So anxious is 
Captain Earle to get into active service that he has refused a com- 
mission as major, in the hope that his battery will be ordered to join 
me. Iam very desirous of having a battery of South Carolina artil- 
lery with me, and I respectfully request that you will let me have 
Captain Earle’s company to add to that of Captain Hart, now with 
me. I shall keep you advised of the movements of these troops, and 
I will write from Charleston if there is any necessity for me to do so. 
Iam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WADE HAMPTON, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
March 30, 1864. 
His Excellency J. Davis, 
President Confederate States : 


Mr. PRESIDENT : Since my former letter on the subject the indi- 
cations that operations in Virginia will be vigorously prosecuted by 
the enemy are stronger than they then were. General Grant has 
returned from the army inthe West. Heis at present with the Army 
of the Potomac, which is being reorganized and recruited. From 
the peparis of our scouts the impression prevails in that army that 
he will operate it in the coming campaign. Every train brings it 
recruits, and it is stated that every available regiment at the North 
is added to it. It is also reported that General Burnside is organ. 
izing a large army at Annapolis, and it seems probable that addi. 
tional troops are being sent tothe valley. It is stated that prepara 
tions are making to rebuild the railroad from Harper’s Ferry tc 
Winchester, which would indicate a reoccupation of the latter place 
The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad is very closely guarded along its 
whole extent. No ingress or egress from their lines is permitted t¢ 


\ 
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citizens, as heretofore, and everything shows secrecy and preparation. 
Their plans are not sufficiently developed to discover them, but I 
think we can assume that if General Grant is to direct operations 
on this frontier he will concentrate a large force on one or more 
lines, and prudence dictates that we should make such ,preparations 
as are in our power. If an aggressive movement can be made in 
the West it will disconcert their plans and oblige them to conform 
to ours. But if it cannot, Longstreet should be held in readiness 
to be thrown rapidly in the valley, if necessary, to counteract any 
movement in that quarter, in accomplishing which I could unite 
with him, or he unite with me, should circumstances require it, on 
the Rapidan. The time is also near at hand when I shall require 
all the troops belonging to this army. I have delayed calling for 
General Hoke, who, besides his own brigade, has two regiments of 
another of this army, under the expectation that the object of his 
visit to North Carolina may yet be accomplished. I have heard 
nothing on the subject recently, and if our papers are correct in 
their information, the enemy has thrown re-enforcements into that 
State, and the Neuse is barricaded just above New Berne. There is 
another brigade of this army, General R. D. Johnston’s, at Hanover 
Junction. I should like as soon as possible to get them both back. 
Iam, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
Genera. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
March 30, 1864. 


Col. A. L. Rivzs, 
In Charge of Engineer Bureau : 


CoLoNEL: It is necessary that the engineer corps of this army be 
reorganized and increased commensurate with the wants of the serv- 
ice. The engineer officers attached to the army have done well, but 
their numbers are inadequate to the duties. I desire Colonel Talcott, 
with the First Engineer Regiment, to join me early next month. In 
addition to this regiment, there will be six pioneer companies, under 
engineer officers, besides the officers attached to the staff of the army. 
This would make an appropriate command for a brigadier-general, 
who should be chief engineer of the army. Ido not know whether 
there is authority for an officer of this grade holding that position, 
but I must beg for a suitable officer for the duty, with such rank as 
the law allows. Among the advantages of having a general officer 
as chief engineer is that he may exercise authority over the troops 
engaged in engineer constructions on which the whole army is at 
fimes employed. The only officers whom I know available for this 
duty who appear to me to be suitable are General M. L. Smith, Col. 
W. H. Stevens, and General G. W. Custis Lee. The first, I under- 
stand, is ordered on duty at the bureau, and his services there may 
be more necessary than in the field. The duties of the second I 
know are important where he is, and I have reason to believe that a 
transfer at this time would be embarrassing to him. The third also 
has peculiar duties which prevent my applying for him, but if he 
can be spared I should like very much to have him. Any good offi- 
cer, bold, energetic, and intelligent, who can discharge the duties, 
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will be most acceptable to me. If he cannot he will be a hinderance. 
I request that you will see the Secretary of War on this subject at 
your earliest convenience, and ask his immediate consideration and 
action in this matter. General Grant is present with the Army of 
the Potomac. Itis being reorganized and recruited ; many additions 
are being daily made to it. The impression prevails that Grant will 
operate it. If so, he will concentrate a large force in Virginia on 
one or more lines, and we must put forth all our strength to oppose 
him. I shall want all the assistance I can get. There is no time to 
lose. 
Tam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEH, 


General. 


[First indorsement. ] 


APRIL 1, 1864. 
The within has been submitted to me by Colonel Rives, and seems 
to require early attention. The engineer troops will be ordered and, 
with your approval, organized as recommended by General Lee. I 
venture to recommend that General Smith be ordered to General 
Lee’s command, as suggested by him. 
J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 
9 


[Second indorsement.] 


Secretary of War’s recommendation approved, and the necessary 
orders will be issued. 
J.D; 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, 

March 30, 1864. 

Maj. CHARLES S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 


Masor: The lieutenant who was sent ten days ago in charge of a 
flag of truce, and to take a number of women and children through 
the lines, returned last night, after having gone within 2 miles of 
Beverly before coming to the pickets of the enemy. He reports at 
Beverly two regiments, the Twenty-eighth Ohio and Tenth Virginia, 
with four pieces of artillery and a few companies of cavalry. He 
got Northern papers of 23d instant, which state that Averell is very 
sick at Martinsburg, and not expected to recover. I will send you 
one of the papers if I can getone. The lieutenant represents a very 
great scarcity of forage on the route; nothing to be had anywhere 
along the line. I had four desertions from the Twenty-second Regi- 
ment night before last and one from the same regiment last night. 
Every effort will be made to capture them, but they are so perfectly 
acquainted with the country that it is very difficult to do. They 
were all, I believe, new men. We need one or two or more good 
examples in the way of punishment very badly. 


Iam, major, very respectfully, &c., 
JNO. ECHOLS, 


Brigadier-General. 


‘ 
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Abstract from tri-monthly return of the Department of Henrico, Va., Brig. Gen. 
John H. Winder, C. S. Army, commanding, March 31, 1864 ; headquarters Rich- 


mond, Va. 


Command. 
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a Troops in the department same as those reported March 10, 1864. 


Abstract from tri-monthly return of the Department of Richmond, Maj. Gen. 
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artment of Richmond, commanded — 


by Maj. Gen. Arnold Elzey, C. S. Army, March 31, 1864. 


HUNTON’S BRIGADE. 


ma 


Brig. Gen. EppA HUNTON. 


Holcombe (South Carolina) Legion, Col. 
W. Pinkney Shingler. 
8th Virginia, Capt. Henry C. Bowie. 
19th Virginia, Capt. James G. Woodson. 
28th Virginia, Capt. William L. Wing- 
field 


eld. 
32d Virginia, Col. Edgar B. Montague. 
56th Virginia, Capt. John Richardson. 
42d Virginia Battalion Cavalry, Lieut. 
Col. W. T. Robins. 


BARTON’S BRIGADE. 
Brig. Gen. SeTH M. BARTON. 


9th Virginia, Col. James J. Phillips. 
14th Virginia, Col. William White. 
88th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Joseph R. Ca- 
bell. 
53d Virginia, Col. William R. Aylett. 
57th Virginia, Maj. Clement R. Fontaine, 


MARYLAND LINE. 


Col. BRADLEY T,. JOHNSON. 


2d Maryland Infantry, Capt. James Parran Crane. 
1st Maryland Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Ridgely Brown. 
2d Maryland Artillery, Capt. William H. Griffin. 
Cooper’s (Virginia) battery, Capt. Raleigh L. Cooper. 


ENGINEER TROOPS. 


1st Engineer Regiment, Company D, Lieut. H.C. Derrick. 


RICHMOND DEFENSES. 


Col. WALTER H. STEVENS. 


First Division (Inner Line). 


Lieut. Col. JOHN W. ATKINSON. 


10th Battalion Virginia Heavy Artillery, 


Maj. James O. Hensley. 


19th Battalion Virginia Heavy Artillery, 


Maj. N. R. Cary. 


Second Division (Inner Line). 
Lieut. Col. James Howarp. 


18th Battalion Virginia Heavy Artillery, 
Maj. Mark B. Hardin. : 

20th Battalion Virginia Heavy Artillery 
Maj. James E. Robertson. 


Unattached. 


Louisiana Guard Artillery, Capt. Charles A. Green. 


Light Artillery Battalion. 
Lieut. Col. C. E. LigHtTroot. 


Caroline (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. Thomas R. Thornton. 
2d Nelson (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. J. Henry Rives. 
Surry (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. James D, Hankins. 


CHAFFIN’S BLUFF. 


Heavy Artillery.* 
Lieut. Col. J. M. Maury. 


Goochland (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. Jonathan Talley. 
Virginia Howitzer Company, Capt. John J. Young. 

James City (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. Lucien W. Richardson. 
Lunenburg (Virginia) Rebel Artillery, Capt. C. Tacitus Allen. 
Pamunkey (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. Andrew J. Jones. 


2 Reported as infantry. 
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DREWRY’S BLUFF. 
Heavy Artillery.* 
Maj. FRANCIS W. SMITH, 
Johnston (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. Branch J. Epes. 
Neblett (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. Wiley G. Coleman. 


Southside (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. John W. Drewry. 
United (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. Thomas Kevill. 


CHAFFIN’S FARM. 
Light Artillery Battalion. 
Maj. A. W. STARK. 
Mathews (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. A.D. Armistead. 


McComas (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. David A. French, 
) 


Abstract from return of the Department of the Cape Fear, Maj. Gen. William H. 
C. Whiting, C. S. Army, commanding, for the month of March, 1864; headquar- 
ters Wilmington, N. C. 
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Organization of troops in the Department of the Cape Fear, com- ~ 
manded by Maj. Gen. William H. C. Whiting, C. S. Army, March 
31, 1864. 


Martin's Brigade. 


Brig. Gen. JAMES G. MARTIN. 


17th North Carolina, Col. William F, Martin. 
42d North Carolina, Col. John E. Brown. 
50th North Carolina, Col. George Wortham. 
66th North Carolina, Col. Alexander D. Moore. 


Cavalry. 


7th Confederate (two companies). 

8d North Carolina (one company). 
5th North Carolina (one company). 
5th South Carolina (two companies). 


& Reported as infantry. 
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Heavy Artillery. 


Fort Caswell, Col. T. M. Jones. 

Fort Fisher, Col. William Lamb. 

Forts Holmes and Pender, Col. John J. Hedrick. 
Wilmington, Col. George A. Cunningham. 


Light Artillery. 


8d North Carolina Battalion, Company A, Capt. Andrew J. Ellis. 
3d North Carolina Battalion, Company B, Capt. William Badham, jr. 
13th North Carolina Battalion, Battery D, Capt. Zachariah T. Adams. 


Southerland’s (North Carolina) battery, Capt. Thomas J. Southerland. 


Staunton Hill (Virginia) Battery, Capt. Andrew B. Paris. 
Webb’s (North Carolina) battery, Capt. Lewis H. Webb. 
Young’s (Virginia) battery, Capt. Edward R. Young. 


Abstract from return of the Army and Department of Western Virginia, Maj. 
Gen. John C. Breckinridge, C. S. Army, commanding, for the month of March, 
1864; headquarters Dublin, Pulaski County, Va.* 
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W.L. Jackson’s cavalry brigade fy %3| 623 “623 ; 778 1,61 i “gta 
14th Virginia Cavalry. sy 448 448 543. | 810 i 
16th Virginia Cavalry..... Hee 181 181 2 OO) \ntes 
ihe Vilrodnia, | Casaliry:e. cusses coaches teas wees ; Bl 278 278 356 BBYh. cocci 
22d Virginia Cavalry.......... Foon Ek a eee nace, ties | 22 263 263 32 AT ee a 
37th Battalion Virgina Cavalry, Company H .......... ape 58 58 69 |  108.|..2) 2m 
Mobal cavalry stoke eed ec See een Cee | 189 | 4,851 | 1,852 | 2,278) 4,619 |.....2.8 
Chapman's (Vareimia) avery 5 vein ccenc vee: cece oe oes 3 “104 104 119 158 6 
isryanis (VInSinia iDAbUeL Yi cinik deem cece ct te 3 129 129 141 157 6 
Burroughs? (Tennessee) battery 2-2. .....s.cece-s-n vince 2 37 37 40 86 
McClung’s (Tennessee) battery ..........-5....c.0000-, f 42 42 4 5B |: 
Lurty’s (Virginia) battery ..... 4 62 62 66 95 |...5 a 
Botetourt (Virginia) Artillery 5| 104] 104| 116) 152) 0° 6 
Jackson’s (Virginia) Horse Artillery 6 74 74. 82 90 )\..48 Se 
Motallia tiller yar a yares sock rele vaste a tee oe eae a een eerie 26 552 552 611 796 18 
Grand total. % .cemtes .. eet adi panbe cb aousAogan 443 | 5, 667 5, 667 6,737 | 11,027 i 18 


* Maj. Gen. S, Jones and personal staff relieved from duty and Major-General 
Breckinridge and personal staff assigned to duty in this department by Special 
Orders, No. 46, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, current series, and Lieu- 


tenant Schley assigned by Special Orders, No, 
Office, current series. 


58, Adjutant and Inspector General’s 


—— =~ 
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Organization of troops in the Department of Western Virginia, 
commanded by Maj. Gen. John OC. Breckinridge, C. S. Army, 


March 31, 1864. 


ECHOLS’ BRIGADE. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN ECHOLS. 


22d Virginia, Col. George 8. Patton. 


23d Virginia Battalion, Maj. William 


Blessing. 
26th Virginia Baftalion, Lieut. Col. 
George M. Edgar. 


Virginia Partisan Rangers, Capt. Philip 
J.Thurmond. 

Virginia Partisan Rangers, Capt. Will- 
iam D. Thurmond. 


MCAUSLAND’S BRIGADE. 
Col. JOHN McoCavusLanD. 


36th Virginia, Maj. William E. Fife. 

45th Virginia Battalion, Lieut. Col. 
Henry M. Beckley. 

60th Virginia, Col. Beuhring H. Jones. 

Hart’s Company Engineer Troops, 
Capt. William T. Hart. 


AT SALTVILLE, 


45th Virginia, Col. William H. Browne. 


JENKINS’ BRIGADE,* 
14th Virginia Cavalry, Col. James 
Cochran. 
16th Virginia Cavalry,} Lieut. Col. Will- 
iam L. Graham. 
17th Virginia Cavalry,§ Col. William H. 
French. 


JACKSON’S BRIGADE. 
19th Virginia Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Will- 
’ iam P. Thompson. 
20th Virginia Cavalry, Col. William W. 


Arnett. 
46th Virginia Battalion Cavalry. 


AT MARION. 


22d Virginia Cavalry, Col. Henry 8. Bowen. , 
37th Virginia Battalion Cavalry, Company H, Capt. William H. Payne. 


ARTILLERY. 


Botetourt (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. Henry C. Douthat. 
Bryan’s (Virginia) battery, Capt. Thomas A. Bryan. 

Rhett (Tennessee) Battery, Capt. William H. Burroughs. 
Chapman’s (Virginia) battery, Capt. George B. Chapman. 
Jackson’s (Virginia) Horse Artillery, Capt. Thomas E. Jackson. 
Lurty’s (Virginia) battery, Capt. Warren S. Lurty. 

McClung’s (Tennessee) battery, Capt. Hugh L. W. McClung. 


Wak DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 


General R. E. Les, 


Orange Court-House, Va. : 


Richmond, Va., 


April 1, 1864. 


T have information, believed to be reliable, sent from Maryland on 
the 26th ultimo, that troops had been passing for days from the 
west on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad.. Enemy’s pickets doubled 


and every effort made to 
not stated even conjecturally. 


revent information. 


Numbers passing 


J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


* Not collected. 


+ With Echols’ brigade. 
t+ At Tazewell Court-House. 
§ With McCausland’s brigade. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 1, 1864, — |h 
General 8. CooPER, ‘I 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 
GENERAL: Your circular of March 23 with reference to partisan 
rangers has been received. The organizations of partisan rangers || 
serving with this army are the Fourth and Fifth North Carolina 
Cavalry (Fifty-ninth and Sixty-third Regiments), now absent in 
North Carolina ; Lieutenant-Colonel Mosby’s battalion, serving in 
Fauquier ; Captain Kincheloe’s company, serving in Rrince William ; 
Captain McNeill’s company and Major Gilmor’s battalion and Major | 
O’Ferrall’s battalion, serving in the Valley Department. Of these, |) 
the Fourth and Fifth North Carolina Regiments have been serving | 
as regular cavalry, and will come under act No. 19, published in | 
General Orders, No. 29, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, |} 
current series, being continued in their present organizations as ) 
regular cavalry. I am making an effort to have Colonel Mosby’s 
battalion mustered into the regular service. If this cannot be done 
I recommend that this battalion be retained as partisans for the 
present. Lieutenant-Colonel Mosby has done excellent service, and jl 
from the reports of citizens and others I am inclined to believe that; 
he is strict in discipline and a protection to the country in which he iif 
operates. Gilmor’s battalion I have already recommended to be dis- 
banded and the companies brought under section 2 of act No. 19. 
I renew the recommendation, and recommend the same course to be 
pursued with Kincheloe’s company, O’Ferrall’s battalion, and Mc- 
Neill’s company. Experience has convinced me that it is almost 
impossible, under the best officers even, to have discipline in these 
bands of partisan rangers, or to prevent them from becoming an | 
injury instead of a benefit to the service, and even where this is} 
accomplished the system gives license to many deserters and ma-}} 
rauders, who assume to belong to these authorized companies andll} 
commit depredations on friend and foe alike. Another great objec- i 
tion to them is the bad effect upon the discipline of the army from#) 
the constant desire of the men to leave their commands and enjoyji}. 
the great license allowed in these bands. With the single exception|i) 
mentioned, I hope the order will be issued at once disbanding the) 
companies and battalions serving in this department. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 

General 


} 
1" 


[First indorsement. | 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
April 18, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. he 
O’Ferrall’s battalion has been organized intoaregiment. It oughth): 
not to be disbanded. The recommendation of General Lee as teil) 
Kincheloe’s and McNeill’s companies is submitted for favorable 
consideration. Gilmor’s battalion is made up in fact of Virgin4} 
ians and Marylanders. He is represented to be a good officer andl 
his men willing to come into general service. I think he should bel) 
ordered to the Maryland Line, the Virginians to be transferred tcl) 
Virginia companies. 
By order: 


SAML. W. MELTON, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General, 
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[Second indorsement. ] 
‘ 


\ APRIL 21, 1864. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: 


Mosby’s and McNeill’s commands I prefer to have retained as 
partisan rangers. In respect to the others Major Melton’s sugges- 
tions are approved. 

Nest eae 


Secretary. 


APRIL 26, 1864. 


[Third indorsement. ] 


Colonel WITHERS: 


Order Gilmor’s battalion to be mustered into the cavalry service, 
and to repair to Camp Maryland, Staunton. Citizens of Virginia 
who are enlisted men of any company of this battalion may, if 
they desire it, be transferred to Virginia companies. * 

MELTON. 


HEADQUARTERS First BRIGADE, April 1, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Commanding, &e. : 

GENERAL: I have to-day received your letter of 28th instant, as I 
did some days ago yours of 24th instant. I have up to this time 
forwarded to you all the information which I have been able to 
obtain from the front, which you have no doubt received. I will 
endeavor in every way in my power to carry out your views and 
wishes, fully and cordially concurring in their propriety and impor- 
tance. Immediately upon the receipt of your letter to-day I sent a 
dispatch to Colonel Jackson by special courier, informing him of 
your wishes in regard to taking up his horses. A few days after the 
publication of the order in regard to assembling the three cavalry 
regiments in Monroe, Brigadier-General Jenkins sent to Colonel 
Cochran, of the Fourteenth Regiment, an order to have his horses 
brought up, but authorizing him to suspend his action thereon for a 
few days it he thought proper. I have not therefore of course felt 
myself authorized to give any direction or order in the matter since. 
Although I think it now of the greatest importance to us that the 
men should be mounted as soon as possible, and the cavalry put on 
the most efficient footing possible, I have given some days ago 
orders to the four companies in my front in Greenbrier to have their 
horses brought together, most of them having been turned out for 
ithe last two months on account of the scarcity of forage. Very 
many of these men are, however, still without arms, which, however, 
I hope to remedy in three or four days, as I have a train on the road 
to the Narrows for arms, having sent it as soon as I possibly could. 

I have for the last day or two been thinking a great deal as to what 
the movements of the enemy from the Kanawha Valley might proba- 
bly be, and you must excuse me for indicating a plan which I would 
not be surprised if they wouldtake. I take it that they now have 
near 4,000 mounted men in the valley and as many infantry. They 
might send a part of their infantry toward Princeton and a part of 
it here for the purpose of keeping McCausland and myself occupied, 
or they might send the whole of their infantry to Princeton and 
send down a force from Beverly through Pocahontas and Greenbrier 


* So ordered May 5, 1864. 


ql 
if 
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to me here, and in either event Averell might come over Sewell 
Mountain, and then turn to the south and cross Greenbrier at Alder- 
son’s Ferry and ford, or he might come from Fayette Court-House 
very soon, constructing a large raft at Bowyer’s Ferry, and then 
crossing Keeny’s Knobs, coming to Greenbrier River at a fine ford 
(Haynes’ Ford), at either of which fords he would be only 15 miles from 
Union. He could thus pass directly through the county of Monroe 
and make his way to the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad at any 
point either in Roanoke or Montgomery, and he would be enabled to 
pass before either McCausland or I could reach him, because it could 
be so arranged that neither of us could know of his approach until he 
reached Greenbrier River, especially if a body of infantry was sent 
in front of him, a plan which he has before adopted. They know 
the location and strength of our different forces as well as we do; 
they know that there is a considerable force near the salt-works, 

and I suppose that they know that there is not much force at or near 
New River bridge, and it has been an earnest desire upon their part 
to destroy this bridge. I merely suggest this plan for your consid- 
eration, knowing that your knowledge of the country and judg- 
ment will enable you correctly to estimate the chances of its being 
taken or of its being successful if taken. I am more induced to call 
your attention to it because I had been thinking over it on yester- 
day, and this morning Colonel Patton, whose judgment is very good 
and also his knowledge of the country, came to my headquarters, 

and without any mention of it from me told me that he had come to 
the conclusion that this course would be taken. Excuse me for thus 
volunteering any suggestion on the subject. 

Permit me to thank you for your kind expression of confidence in 
me. I assure you that my only desire is to do my duty faithfully to 
aid in the protection of the country and to deserve your confidence 
and good opinion. I have sometimes been afraid that you would 
think that I was too ready to complain of difficulties and not patient 
enough or self-reliant enough, but I trust that I $hall do better in 
this regard. I know that one so far removed from headquarters or 
wise counselors, as I am here, is apt to think that he has rather more 
difficulties to overcome than any one else, but I assure you that this 
is not the case with me, but that I have fully appreciated and sympa- 
thized with you in the great responsibilities and embarrassments 
which you have to encounter in the administration of this depart- 
ment under the present circumstances. I am impressing constantly 
upon all of the officers of my command the necessity of the strictest 
economy, and your suggestion as to forage had some time since been 
ap aved: The animals which are not being used are on grass, 
and those that are being worked constantly have been for the last/} 
three weeks on half rations, barely enough to keep them up. 

Iam, general, most respectfully and truly, yours, 
JOHN ECHOLS, 


Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Orange Court-House, April 2, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON Davis, 
President Confederate States, Richmond: 
Mr. PRESIDENT: The weather of the past week has been unfavor 
able for observation of the enemy. The snow and swollen stream 
have prevented free movements of our scouts. One on North River 
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) 19 miles from Romney, 26th March, reports that no troops had passed 
{ over the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad since about the 15th, when 
| three regiments moved as far west as Grafton. This conflicts with 
the information of a dispatch from the Secretary of War received last 
evening. Scoutsin the valley confirm the reports of the Secretary 
of the extreme vigilance practiced on the Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 
road, which seems to be intended to conceal movements on that route. 
It is stated there is a double chain of pickets from the Blue Ridge 
to the North Mountain. The scouts north of the Rappahannock re- 
port almost daily arrival of re-enforcements to General Meade’s army 
| by railroad. They do not know whence they come, or whether they 
' are returning convalescents, men from furlough, &c. On the 26th 
and 27th ultimo the trains were particularly full. <A battery of 
artillery and 600 cavalry are stated to have marched through Cen- 
treville on the 26th for the Rappahannock. On the 30th and 31st 
large re-enforcements by railroad are also reported; also that a 
report was in circulation in Alexandria that four corps were to be 
added to the Army of the Potomac. The furloughed men of the 
Ninth Corps are ordered to repair to Annapolis, and General Long- 
street reports that the Ninth Corps has left Knoxville and gone east 
via Cumberland Gap. This is corroborative of the statement of the 
assembling of Burnside’s troops at Annapolis. General Couch is 
stated to be at Hagerstown with 5,000 or 6,000 new troops; number 
probably exaggerated. These various reports render it quite prob- 
able that Virginia may be the theater of Grant’s campaign; that 
Burnside may operate from some point on the coast, and that a 
column may also be pushed up the Shenandoah Valley. Should this 
be the plan of the enemy I think troops will be drawn from their 
other armies, which should be watched with a view of discovering 
it. I would recommend that this army be strengthened as much as 
practicable; that should it be ascertained before commencement 
of operations by General Johnston that troops have been drawn 
from his front and sent to Virginia, that Longstreet’s corps be 
ordered here, and that re-enforcements be sent to General Johnston 
from General Polk, Mobile, and Beauregard. General Johnston 
will then be relatively stonger in comparison with the force opposed 
to him than now, and Fier of all kinds should be accumulated 
at Richmond or at points convenient as fast as possible. 
Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 


R. E. LEE, 
General. 
SPECIAL ORDERS, } ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, ; 
No. 78. j Richmond, April 2, 1864. 


VII. Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones will proceed to Charleston, 8. C., 
and report to the commanding general of the Department of South 
Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, for assignment to replace Major- 
General Gilmer,* in command of the defenses of Savannah. 

* * * * * * ui 


By command of the Secretary of War : 
JOHN WITHERS, 


Assistant Adjutant- General. 


*Who was ordered to resume his duties as Chief of the Bureau of Engineers. 


4 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 4, 1864. 
Hon. JamMEs A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va.: 

Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the circular 
— letter of the Department of the 31st ultimo, with reference to detail- 
ing men under the late act of Congress. 

The law is vague in its terms, and it seems to me that to secure 
that degree of uniformity in its execution which is necessary to 
prevent dissatisfaction the decision of all applications should be 
left with the Department. If committed to the commanding gen- 


erals there would be a diversity of views as to what constituted a_ 


good claim on grounds of justice, equity, and necessity, and discon- 
tent would ensue from an unequal enforcement of the law. All ap- 
plications should be forwarded through the commanding officers, 
who will always be able to obtain information as to the facts stated 
by the applicant by inquiring in his company. Whatever course 
may be adopted, I fear the subject is one of great difficulty and 
open to great abuse. The utmost care and rigor on the part of the 
Department will hardly be sufficient to prevent it. I fully recognize 
the claims of those who have made extraordinary sacrifices for the 
country, but the difficulty appears to be how such claims are to be 
allowed in our present situation consistently with the overruling con- 
sideration of the public safety, to which every other must give way. 
If the necessities of a man’s family are to constitute grounds for 


his exemption, grave objections present themselves. Cases of ex-_ 


treme hardship will doubtless be laid before the Department, as they 
have been before myself, but I do not think it sound policy to allow 
them to control my action. JI will mention but one reason for this 
opinion, though others could be added. 

It is impossible to equalize the burdens of this war; some must suffer 
more than others. The wants and destitution of soldiers’ families 
are now provided for by the efforts of the States or by individual 
benevolence. The aggregate of relief afforded by these means is 
far greater than any system of details could furnish, unless the 
system should be extended so far as to impair our strength in the 
field very seriously. But if it be once known that a man has been 
exempted or detailed because his family is suffering, the consequence 
will be that those persons who are now contributing to aid soldiers’ 
families will endeavor to assist them by getting details for the hus- 
bands, sons, or brothers on grounds of necessity, rather than con- 
tinue a charity which, however creditable, is onerous, and perhaps 
less satisfactory to givers and receivers than the restoration of the 
absent members of the families would be. The same considerations 
would in the end reach those public efforts which are everywhere 
being made in behalf of the destitute and suffering. So far as indi- 
viduals are concerned I know the truth of what I have said by ex- 
perience. I have received applications for the furlough, and some- 
times the detail, of a man to enable him to assist his family, signed 
by enough persons to do what the necessities of that family would 
have required had they turned their attention in that direction. 

I think, therefore, that the adoption of a principle of granting 
details merely on account of the suffering of a man’s family would 
be productive of injury by diminishing the aggregate of relief now 
afforded by public or individual benevolence, and thereby increas- 
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ing the necessity of such details. As they could not be extended to 
meet every case, dissatisfaction would ensue and more suffering in 
the aggregate than now exists. 

So also with regard to details on the ground that a family has con- 
tributed a number of its members to the service. The difficulty of 
laying down an uniform rule that would do justice and at the same 
time not be injurious to the service is very great. The husband of 
a helpless family, or a man whose only son is in the ranks, has as 
strong a claim as he has [who] sent two of them or one of two sons. 
Yet it is plain that if the equal claims of all these persons be recog- 
nized our strength must be greatly impaired. If exceptions are 
made discontent must ensue. It seems to me that the necessities of 
our situation compel us to postpone these worthy claims to a more 
opportune time, and I respectfully suggest that they should only be 
regarded in those cases in which a detail is otherwise necessary. By 
selecting as the subjects of exemption and detail for service out of the 
army those persons whose situations entitle them to particular con- 
siderations it is possible to afforda measure of relief without such 
serious detriment to the service; but te grant exemptions and details 
merely on the ground of assisting a man’s family, or because several 
members of it are or have been in the Army, will, I fear, be found to 
be attended with much difficulty and no little injury to the service. 

I am confident that the discretion conferred by the law will be 
exercised with an eye single to the safety and good of the country, 
and have made these suggestions only as the result of my own ex- 
perience and observation, with the hope that they may prove of use 
to you in the discharge of your delicate and onerous duties. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
R, E. LEE, 
General. 


Hopagrs. Cav. Corps, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
Apri 4, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. R. CHAMBLISS, Jr., 
Commanding, &e.: 

GENERAL: I wish you to bear in mind a few considerations for 
your government as the commander of the outposts on the lower 
Rappahannock. Keep out scouts who will be competent and certain 
of communicating to you any movement of a large body of infantry 
(which, of course, will be preceded by a large force of cavalry) 
down the Rappahannock on the north side, with the view to a 
change of base or extension of line to the Aquia Railroad. 
Endeavor to secure accurate information and telegraph it clearly, 
avoiding the possibility of ambiguity, for which telegrams are noted. 

- It is very important also to state time and place of enemy’s move- 
‘ment. Should the enemy endeavor to cross the river anywhere in 
your front, it is desirable to prevent it; it is possible to delay it, and 
to the accomplishment of these alternatives, preferably the former, 
devote every effort, and if needed send for Hart’s battery, near Mil- 
ford. Bear in mind that your telegrams may make the whole army 
strike tents, and night or day, rain or shine, take up the line of 
march. Endeavor, therefore, to secure accurate information. Should 
the enemy cross at Ely’s or Germanna you should move at once to 
meet him, feel his force, endeavor to penetrate his designs, and 
report back by telegram, giving his progress, and watch his direction 
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of march, in doing which do not let a feigned movement deceive 
you. ltis probable that a corresponding move will be made by a 


part or all of our main body, to connect your reconnaissance with — 


which will be highly desirable. The enemy’s main body will, in 
the event of such a move, either march directly for Fredericksburg 
or move up the turnpike or plank road toward Verdierville, as before. 
In the former case, endeavor to impede his march with artillery and 
dismounted men, so as to give us a chance to strike his flank. In 
the latter case, close up and harass his rear, as Rosser did so hand- 
somely before. Above all, vigilance! vigilance! vigilance! 


Very respectfully, Jn DGBeSTUOARE 
wry ' Major-General. 


CoLuMBIA, April 4, 1864. 
General COOPER : 

GENERAL: Last night I returned from Charleston, where I had 
gone to see General Beauregard as to the movement of the cavalry. 
As my last letter informed you, I wrote to General Beauregard on 
my arrival here, inclosing the order of His Excellency the President, 
and requesting that all the troops mentioned might be made ready 
to move. When General Beauregard returned from Florida I went 
down to consult when the troops could. move, and in what order 
he wished to relieve them from duty. To this he replied, that if this 
cavalry was taken away the whole State between Charleston and 
Savannah would be left entirely open, but that they were under my 
orders, and I could take them at any time. . 

As this seemed to throw the whole responsibility of the withdrawal 
of these troops upon me, and made me in fact answerable for the 
picket-lines of General Beauregard, I declined to order the troops to 
move. I told General Beauregard that my instructions were to ‘‘ take 
charge of the movement” of these troops, and that he must, of course, 
indicate what portion he could spare first. He then ordered Duno- 
vant’s regiment relieved, and that it should report to me. This regi- 
ment, like all the others, is badly equipped, and I fear it cannot get off 
from this point before the 15th instant. Colonel Dunovant is using 
every effort to expedite the movement. In order to free myself 
from the position in which I appeared to be placed. that of throwing 
open the State, I wrote the communication of which the inclosed is 
a copy, after sending a dispatch to you, saying that ‘‘ Dunovant’s 
regiment would move first. General Beauregard desires other regi- 
ments to remain till those from Virginia arrive. What are your 
orders?” No reply came to this; but after my letter of the ist 
instant General Jordan informed me that under the order he had 
received from Richmond he thought these regiments should move 


at once, and that he would therefore direct them to rendezvous | 


here immediately. I asked that they might do so by the 15th if — 


possible, and he says that they shall. In the mean time I am en- 
deavoring to obtain such equipments as are absolutely necessary 


for the troops, and I shall move the regiments on as fast as they 
can be made ready. I hope all difficulty as to the withdrawal of 
the troops is settled, and I trust that you will approve my action in | 
the matter. There were other difficulties which met me in Charles-_ 
ton, not so important as the one just mentioned, but very vexa-_ 


tious. Orders have been issued for each captain to reduce his 


S 


\ 
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} company to 80 men, instructing the captains in carrying out the 


order to retain on their rolls a fair proportion of their dismounted, 
absent, or sick men, so that instead of all the companies taking with 
them effective men they will have a portion not fit for duty. 

Again, there has been great abuse in the system of details and trans- 
fers. General Jordan claims the right to transfer men, not only with- 
out but against the consent of their commanding officers. Cases came 
under my observation where strong, able young soldiers, who desired 
easy places, were so transferred, one, indeed, transferred, not de- 
tailed, by Colonel Rhett, as his orderly. This is all done before the 
troops are ordered to report to me, so I can do nothing, but I hope that 
you will either remedy this evil or give me the power to do so. One 
captain informed me that 30 men (1 think that was the number) were 
detailed from his company, and he was threatened with arrest by 
General Jordan for protesting against the transfer by Colonel Rhett 
ot one of his menas orderly. If you willallow the captains to select 
the men to go with them to Virginia, and order all left behind to be 
sent at once to the conscript camp, an efficient body of men will be 
carried on, a great abuse will be broken up here, and the men who 
are now trying to shirk their duty will be punished. I particularly 


_ desire to reach these men, and I respectfully request from you orders 


that will enable me to effect this object. The Charleston Light Dra- 
goons is a fine company, composed of’ gentlemen, and from this com- 
pany very large details have been made. It will be hard to fill its 
ranks again with the same material, and I recommend that the cap- 
tain be authorized to retain the maximum numberin it. I think the 
law fixes this number at 125, and it would have been better to let all 
the companies that could do so take that number, as service in Vir- 
ginia will soon reduce them. Amongst the troops to go on is a very 
fine squadron, commanded by Capt. William L. Trenholm, who has 
contributed greatly to its organization and equipment. The squadron 
was about to be merged into a regiment, of which Captain Trenholm 
was to have been colonel or lieutenant-colonel. From all the officers 
in Charleston qualified to judge I heard but one opinion expressed 
of Captain Trenholm, that he was an admirable officer, and I recom- 
mend his appointment as lieutenant-colonel, should he be assigned to 
the Holeombe Legion. My leave of absence expires on the 16th in- 
stant, and I shall leave here then, unless you deem my presence nec- 
essary to get the troops off. I hope all will be able to start by the 
20th, and if you wish me to remain I beg you to send your order by 
telegraph. Owing to the deficiency of saddles, I shall have to send 
the horses in charge of detachments, making the rest of the men go 
by railroad, as you proposed. The men who have recently had fur- 
loughs will take on the horses, and the dismounted men, left to go 
by railroad, can then have ten days’ furlough. I have established 


- some depots of forage, and I hope to have them on the whole line. 


Waiting further instructions, and claiming your indulgence for this 
long communication, 
Iam, general, very respectfully, yours, 
WADE HAMPTON, 
Major-General. 


P. §.—As General Butler will have a brigade of new troops, I have 
requested the colonels of the First and Second South Carolina to let 
me have ten men from each regiment as scouts and guides. These 
men know the country, and they will be of great use to me, No 
objection will be raised by the colonels, and the men are very anxious 


| 

| 
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to go back with me. Ido not care to have them mounted, as they | 
can soon mount themselves in the lines of the enemy. I request that | 
you will authorize this detail, with the consent of the colonels. The- 
service of my old scouts is very important to me, and the number 
asked for will not impair the usefulness of the regiments here. | 
Colonel Black has 730 men, and thinks he can mount all in twenty | 
days. He has cheerfully given his consent to the detail, and I am | 
sure Colonel Lipscomb will. 


j 
[First indorsement. ] | 
Major MELTON: 

Stop this interference of General Jordan with regard to transfers, 
and have the orders heretofore given carried strictly out in the name 
of the President. I am surprised to learn from this letter that Gen- | 
eral Hampton refers to the expiration of his leave. His leave has | 
already expired by his assignment to this important duty, from | 
which he cannot be separated until that duty is performed, when he | 
will return to his former command. Let me have these papers-after | 
you have done with them, for submission to the President in the case 
of Colonel Jordan. | 

S. COOPER. | 
[Second indorsement. ] | 
General CooPER: 

A telegram has been sent to General H., as you direct. A letter | 
to General Beauregard is inclosed, which please sign. It was pre- 
pared yesterday by me, and shown to the Secretary, who approved. 
If you desire it changed so as to read ‘‘ By order of the President,” I 
will do so. I am surprised at Hampton’s recommendation of Tren- 
holm. He has heretofore been very anxious for Haskell’s promotion | 
and does not know, probably, that this will conflict. The Legion is | 
not in his command, however, and probably will not be. 3 | 

MELTON. | 
| 
| 


{Inclosure.] 


CHARLESTON, April 1, 1864. 
Brigadier-General JORDAN, Assistant Adjutant-General: 

GENERAL: By Special Orders, No. 65, from War Department, I 
am charged with the prompt movement of the cavalry from this 
department to the Army of Northern Virginia. In accordance with 
these instructions to me, I have the honor to request that the general 
commanding will order the troops embraced in the order mentioned | 

| 
, 


above to rendezvous at Columbia as soon as he can relieve them from 
duty in his department. The two companies of the Fifth Regiment 
now in North Carolina will be directed to move to Virginia by my- 
self, as they have been ordered to report to me. 
Iam, very respectfully, 
WADE HAMPTON, 
Major-General. 


: HEADQUARTERS, April 5, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON Davis, 


President Confederate States : 
Mr. PRESIDENT: All the information I received tends to show that 
the great effort of the enemy in this campaign will be made in Vir- 
ginia. Nothing as yet has been discovered to develop their plan. 


i 


7 
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} Re-enforcements are certainly daily arriving to the Army of the 
! Potomac. I cannot ascertain whence they come. Information was 
) recdived on the 3d from two scouts, derived from citizens along the 
} Orange and Alexandria Railroad, that the troops on the cars said they 


belonged to Grant’s Army of the Tennessee. <A resident of Culpeper 
stated that the Hleventh and Twelfth Army Corps had returned 


| there. I telegraphed to Generals Johnston and Longstreet to know 


if they were still inthe West. I inclose their answers. Both seem 
to think they are in their front, but preparing to leave. The tone 
of the Northern papers, as well as the impression prevailing in their 


|. armies, go to show that Grant with a large force is to move against 
| Richmond. One of their correspondents at Harrisburg states, upon 


the occasion of the visit of Generals Burnside and Hancock, that 


| it was certain that the former would go to North Carolina. They 
cannot collect the large force they mention for their operations 
_ against Richmond without reducing their otherarmies. This ought 
_ to be discovered and taken advantage of by our respective command- 


ers. J infer from the information I receive that Longstreet’s corps 
is in the vicinity of Abingdon and Bristol. It is therefore in posi- 
tion to be thrown west or east. Unless it is certain that it can be 


advantageously employed west for a speedy blow, I would recom- 
mend that it be returned to this army. The movements and reports 


of the enemy may be intended to mislead us, and should therefore 


ave Sit 
on 


General R. E. Lug, 


_ be carefully observed. But all the information that reaches me goes 


to strengthen the belief that General Grant is preparing to move 
against Richmond. 
Tam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
Ri h.eLEH, 
General. 
[Inclosure No. 1.] 


BRISTOL, April 4, 1864. 


Orange Court-House, Va.: 
I doubt if there is a regular organization as the Eleventh Corps. 


Fragments of the Fourth, Seventh, Eleventh, and the Fourteenth 


and Twenty-third Corps were at Knoxville and vicinity eight days 


ago. There are reports of movements going on, but are not con- 


a 


firmed. Citizens report the enemy preparing to leave Kast Tennessee. 
J. LONGSTREET, 
Tneutenant-General, Commanding. 
{Inclosure No. 2.] . 
DALTON, April 4, 1864. 
General R. E. Lee, 
Orange Court-House, Va. : 
Our scouts report Eleventh and Twelfth Corps opposite to us, but 


rumors that they are to go to Virginia. Some of their furloughed 


Hon. Jas. A. SeppON, Secretary of War: 


ae 4 


regiments are in the Northeast. 
J. EK. JOHNSTON. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 5, 1864. 


_§ir: The approach of active operations, and the importance of 
having all the companies and regiments of this army properly and 
‘speedily officered, induces me to make a few suggestions on the sub- 
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ject of examining boards. I know that the onerous duties of the 
Department prevent you from giving your personal attention to the 
merits of the various cases as they are forwarded, but I think tha 
in many of them the power of acting can with great advantag 
be delegated to a discreet officer, and thus secure prompt action 
There are five classes of cases presented in the reports of the examin. 
ing boards: 

First. Where the report of the board is favorable to the promo. 
tion of an officer entitled to the same by seniority or election. 

Second. In which the report of the board is favorable to an officer 
whose competency for his present position has been questioned. 

Third. Where the board reports unfavorably to the promotion of, 
an officer entitled otherwise to be promoted by seniority or election. 

Fourth. In which an officer is found unfit for his present positior} 
through physical disability, and it is recommended that he be hon} 
orably retired from the service. 

Fifth. When the board finds the officer incompetent for his present 
position or careless and inattentive in the discharge of his duties, 
and it is recommended that he be dropped. 

Though all the boards are now usually appointed under the ac 
No. 26, General Orders, No. 93, Adjutant and Inspector General’s 
Office, series of 1862, in order to give greater authority to their proy 
ceedings and formality to the records, I think it is clear that th 
Department has the power to act in all these classes of cases except 
the two last, and the power, I think, might be delegated with a ; 
vantage to the officer specially assigned to this duty. 

The cases presented in the fourth and fifth classes must, it seems, 
under the law, if you approve the finding of the board, be laid be4 
fore the President ; but those of the fourth class are nearly all pro 
vided for by the act establishing an invalid corps, and those of the 
fifth class are not sufficient in number to accumulate to any grea 
extent. If some method could with propriety be adopted to facilitate 
the examination of these reports, and secure prompt action upon! 
them, it would contribute much to the discipline of the army. | 

Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. KE. LEH, ) 
General. | 


GENERAL ORDERS, | Hpgrs. ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
No. 2%. \ April 5, 1864. 


I. The army will be immediately placed in condition to march, 
and rations and forage for seven days will be kept on hand. All 
sick men who cannot advantageously [be] kept in the field will be 
sent back to hospitals, and all visitors to the army will retire from 
the lines. Officers will habitually encamp with their commands, 
and the occupation of houses is prohibited. 

The transportation and camp equipage will conform to the follow- 
ing schedule, and’should circumstances require a further reduction 
during the campaign it will be made pro rata for officers and men: 

Army headquarters, one 4-horse wagon. 

Inspector-general and assistants, one 4-horse wagon, 

Chief quartermaster and commissary of subsistence and their 
assistants, one 4-horse wagon. 

Chief of ordnance and assistants, one 4-horse wagon. 
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| Chief engineer and assistants, one 4-horse wagon. 
Medical director and assistants, one 4-horse wagon. 

II, Corps headquarters, two 4-horse wagons and one 6-horse wagon. 

Division headquarters, two 4-horse wagons and one 6-horse wagon. 

Brigade headquarters, one 4-horse wagon. 

Military court, one 4-horse wagon. 

The transportation for corps, division, and brigade headquarters 
includes the personal staff, engineer, signal corps, and medical 
| officers, and other officers of the general staff, except those herein- 
after mentioned. 
| Chief quartermaster and chief commissary of subsistence of corps 
, and assistants, one 4-horse wagon. 

Chief quartermaster and chief commissary of subsistence of divis- 

ion and assistants, one 4-horse wagon. 

_ Chief quartermaster and chief commissary of subsistence of bri- 

_gade and assistants, one 4-horse wagon. 

_ Regimental headquarters, including staff, surgeon, quartermaster, 

and commissary of subsistence, one 4-horse wagon. 

Company officers of regiments, one 4-horse wagon. 

Corps headquarters, for forage for animals, two 4-horse wagons. 

Division headquarters, for forage for animals, two 4-horse wagons. 

_ Brigade headquarters, for forage for animals, three 4-horse 

~ wagons. 

Corps provost guard, one 4-horse wagon. 

Pioneer party and provost guard of division, one 4-horse wagon. 

_ Kach regiment, not exceeding 500 men actually present, for cook- 

ing utensils, one 4-horse wagon. 

Each division, for medical supplies, one 4-horse wagon. 

- Kach brigade, for medical supplies, one 4-horse wagon. 

— To every 375 men, for ordnance supplies in brigade train, one 
4-horse wagon. 

— To the same, for ordnance supplies in division train, one 4-horse 

- wagon. 

III. Headquarters chief of artillery of the army, including personal 
staff, quartermaster, commissary, medical officers, and other officers 
of general staff, one 4-horse wagon. 

Headquarters each artillery battalion, including quartermaster and 
surgeon, one 4-horse wagon. 

Kach artillery battalion, for medical supplies, one 2-horse wagon. 

Company officers, each artillery battalion, one 4-horse wagon. 

To every 500 men actually present, for cooking utensils, one 4-horse 
wagon. 

Hach battery of artillery, for forage and commissary supplies, two 
4-horse wagons. 

The general supply trains and transportation for blacksmiths’ tools, 

'&c., are not affected by this order. 

Necessary transportation for officers not attached to any head- 
quarters and forage wagons for detached trains will be assigned by 
the chief quartermaster of the army. 

IV. The transportation will be the same for cavalry as for in- 
fantry, with the following exceptions, viz: For every 200 horses in 

each brigade, for forage, one 2-horse wagon. 

Each squadron, for transportation of shoeing tools, 1 pack-mule, 
Each regiment, for transportation of ammunition, 1 pack-mule. 


i Maa 
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V. Not more than 1,800 pounds shall be taken in any wagon except 
in cases where the distance is short and the load constantly decreas 
ing, and no trunks will be allowed to be carried. 4 

No unauthorized vehicles will be permitted to accompany 
army. 

VL Baggage: Each general officer shall be allowed 60 pounds per- 
sonal baggage. Each field officer shall be allowed 50 pounds per- 
sonal baggage. All other officers shall be allowed 30 pounds personal, 
baggage. The men will carry their baggage on their persons. Ar-| 
rangements will be made by commanding officers for the dispoail 
and security of all surplus baggage of officers and men, which may 
be sent to Maj. W. T. Brintley, quartermaster, for safe keeping. | 

Tents: There shall be allowed to army headquarters two wall- 
tents and flies. 

Inspector-general and assistants, one wall-tent and fly. | 

Chief quartermaster and chief commissary of subsistence, one 
wall-tent and fly. 

Chief of ordnance and assistants, one wall-tent and fly. 

Chief engineer and assistants, one wall-tent and fly. 

Medical director and assistants, one wall-tent and fly. 

Lieutenant-general and staff, two wall-tents and flies. 

Major-general and staff, two wall-tents and flies. 

Brigadier-general and staff, one wall-tent and fly. 

Regimental commander, one wall-tent and fly. 

Military court of each corps, one wall-tent and fly. 

et quartermaster and commissary of subsistence, one wall-tent} 
and fly. 

Division quartermaster and commissary of subsistence, one wall- 
tent and fly. 

Brigade quartermaster and commissary of subsistence, one wall-| 
tent and fly. 

Chief of artillery of army and staff, one wall-tent and fly. 

Chief of artillery of corps and staff, one wall-tent and fly. 

Commander of battalion of artillery, one wall-tent and fly. 

Shelter-tents will be issued to the troops as far as practicable. 

The chief quartermaster of the army is charged with the execu 
tion of this order. 

By command of General R. E. Lee: | 

Wes TAMLOR: | 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, } ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 80. j Richmond, April 5, 1864. 
* * * * * Be * 


V. Lieut. Col. James Dearing, artillery, Provisional Army, C. §., 
will proceed without delay to the headquarters Army of Northern 
Virginia, and report to General R. E. Lee, commanding, for assign- 
ment to duty with horse artillery of that army. 

* * * * % * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
_JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


® 
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el APRIL 6, 1864. 
*General STUART: 

_ My Dear GENERAL: I am miuch obliged to you for the fine water- 
jmelon. I tried to tempt General Long to stay to eat it, but he would 
jnot. Can’t you come over and dine with us ? 

/ Iwill embody your remarks, or rather admonition, to our prison- 
/ ers in a general order. You know I clip my words very much, and 
}it need not interfere with your promulgating to the cavalry your 
} views. I received from Richmond last evening information concern- 
| ing enemy’s movements, &c., exaggerated, I think, but to the gen- 
) eral effect of- what we know. Grant, it is said, has been to Fort 
| Monroe. You can see them when you come over. 


| Truly, 

¥ R. E. LEE. 

- SPECTAL ORDERS, } ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 

" No. 81. j Richmond, April 6, 1864. 
ok * * * *k ae * 


a a oe eee 


X XI. Maj. Gen. M. L. Smith will proceed without delay to the 
headquarters Army of Northern Virginia and report to General R. 
H. Lee, commanding, for assignment to engineer service. 

* * ok * * * ok 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


% 


HEADQUARTERS, April 7, 1864. 
General BRAXTON BRAGG, 
Commanding Armies of Confederate States : 3 
_ GENERAL: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 4th 
instant, inclosing a note from the honorable Secretary of War, with 
the accompanying memoranda, &c. I think it apparent that the 
enemy is making large preparations for the approaching campaign 
in Virginia. The extent or whence the troops are derived are not 
so evident. The report of ‘‘ Potomac,” of Ist April, to Major Norris 
of 60,000 troops marching from Washington to Point Lookout I sup- 
pose intended for wit. There are rumors from citizens of troops from 
the West joining General Meade, but none of my scouts have seen 
them. I therefore think it doubtful. 
A self-elected scout in the vailey reports Thomas’ corps having 
passed over the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad to Baltimore, and citi- 
Zens in Culpeper and Fauquier report the arrival of the Eleventh 
and Twelfth Corps on the Rappahannock. ‘These reports are not 
confirmed. General Longstreet has reported the departure from his 
front of the Ninth and Twenty-third Corps (Burnside’s and Hart- 
—suff’s). Reports from two scouts north of the Rappahannock, re- 
ceived last night, state that great activity prevails on the Orange 
and Alexandria Railroad. Troops are constantly passing up from 
* Alexandria. They think they are recruits and furloughed men. 
Their clothes are too new and overcoats of too deep a blue for old 
troops. They estimate that from 20,000 to 25,000 men have been 
conveyed on the railroad to the Rappahannock in the last ten days. 
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The artillery that they have seen appears larger than ordinary. | 
These men have been on opposite sides of the railroad, with no com- 
munication with each other. All quiet on the Potomac and at Aquia. | 
I think every preparation should be made to meet the approaching; 
storm, which will apparently burst on Virginia, and unless its force 
can be diverted by an attack in the West, that troops should be col- 
lected to oppose it. I desire Hoke’s and R. D. Johnston’s brigades 
to be returned to me from North Carolina and Hanover Junction, 
and all the recruits that can be obtained. Supplies of all kinds 
should be collected in Richmond or at points accessible to this army, 
as rapidly as possible. With our present supplies on hand the 
interruption of the trains on the southern roads would cause the} 
abandonment of Virginia. 
Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 7, 1864. 
General G. W. C. LEE, 
Aide-de-Camp : 

GENERAL: [have received your letter of the Ist instant, accom 
panying copy of communication from Mr. W. Newton to His Excel 
fence the President. I think the best thing we can do is to destro 
the boats in the Saint Mary’s River. That will dispose of the ques- 
tion. Iam confident that Colonel Wood, if he can procure the 
means, can accomplish it. I have sent down to procure accurate in 
formation about them, if possible. Colonel Wood might do th 
same. I can furnish volunteers from the Ninth Virginia Cavalry, 
who are acquainted with the shores of the Potomac, and who are 
now on the lower Rappahannock. Captain Fitzhugh, of the Ninthj 
Virginia Cavalry, the officer who destroyed the enemy’s steamers ini 
Cherrystone Creek, on the Eastern Shore of Virginia, I have noj 
doubt could join him with some of his men. 

I am, very respectfully, &c., 
General, 


R. E. LEE, | 


[APRIL 7, 1864.—For Cooper to Longstreet, ordering latter t 
rejoin Army of Northern Virginia, with his troops, see Vol. XXXII, 
Part III, p. 576. ] 


| 


CIRCULAR. | Hpgrs. ARMY oF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 7, 1864. 

I hope that few of the soldiers of this army will find it necessary 
at any time in the coming campaign to surrender themselves prisoners 
of war. Wecannotspare brave men to fill Federal prisons. Should, 
however, any be so unfortunate as to fall, through unavoidable neces- 
sity, into the hands of the enemy, it is important that they should 
preserve entire silence with regard to everything connected with the 
army, the positions, movements, organizations, or probable strength 
of any portion of it. I wish the commanding officers of regiments 
and companies to instruct their men, should they be captured, under 


hah 
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| any circumstances not to disclose the brigade, division, or corps to 
which they belong, but to give simply their names, company, and 
regiment, and not to speak of military matters even among their 
associates in misfortune. Proper prudence on the part of all will be 
of great assistance in preserving that secrecy so essential to success. 
Iam, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. HE. LEE, 
General. 


| SPECIAL ORDERS, re a ARTY., ARMY OF NORTHERN VA., 
No. 13. Apri 7, 1864. 
The artillery of the Second Corps will hereafter be organized into 
_ two divisions, as follows: The First Division, consisting of Nelson’s, 
_ Hardaway’s, and Braxton’s battalions, will be under the command of 
Col. J. T. Brown, and the Second Division, consisting of Cutshaw’s 
and Page’s battalions (lately Carter’s), will be under the command 
mot Col. T. H. Carter. 
Inthe absence of either Colonel Brown or Colonel Carter, their 
_ respective battalion commanders will report directly to the officer 
then commanding the artillery of the Second Corps. 
By order of Brigadier-General Long : 
| Ss. V. SOUTHALL, 
= Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 8, 1864. 


PHis Excellency JEFFERSON Davis, 
; President Confederate States : 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I received yesterday reports from two of our 
most reliable scouts, upon whom I have depended for information. 
One was dated the 4th and the other the 6th. The writer of the 
- former had been near Alexandria, had communication with persons 

inside the town every day, and had watched the Alexandria and 
_ Orange Railroad four or five days. He states that a large number 
_ of recruits are being sent to the Army of the Potomac, and expressed 
surprise at the number of troops conveyed on the road, but that no 
additional corps had yet passed up. The general impression was 
that the great battle would take place on the Rapidan and that the 
Federal army would advance as soon as the weather is settled. All 
the white trvops had been taken from the intrenchments around 
_ Alexandria and ordered to General Meade, and their places supplied 
by negroes. It was reported that the troops from Charleston were 
to be brought to Fort Monroe. The writer of the latter was in Cul- 
‘peper in communication with the C. H., watching the enemy’s move- 
‘ments. Among the reports in circulation was that the Eleventh 
and Twelfth Corps were expected. That may be, however, to 
encourage their men, who were deserting in expectation of a fight. 
I think General Beauregard had better be notified of the transfer of 
the troops from Charleston to Fort Monroe, which I think very 
probable, and that all available re-enforcements be sent to this 
army. 


4 
< 
, 
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I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
Rw Une, 
General. 
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Wak DEPARTMENT, C. 8S. A., 
Richmond, Va., April 8, 1864. | 


Maj. Gen. GrorGE H. PICKETT, i 
Commanding, Petersburg, Va.: *| 


GENERAL: It has become a matter of strict military necessity th 
six miles of iron should be at once taken and removed from t 
Charlotte and Statesville Railroad, in North Carolina, for the con; 
pletion of the Piedmont Railroad, which will be ready for its trac} 
as soon as the iron can arrive. I have sent from here a detachmeni 


the ground of positive necessity, and it might be we 
send a discreet officer to the point to direct operations and meet an 
contingency of possible opposition. I rely upon your prompt atten! 
tion to this. 
Respectfully, 
JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 9, 1864. 


His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President Confederate States: 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I received this evening a letter from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Mosby, dated Loudoun, 8th instant, who had been directe 
to cause the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and the Alexandria an 
Orange Railroad to be closely watched. He states that a gentlemar 
from Shepherdstown had informed him that the Eleventh Corps 
passed east over the former road last week, and that another, living 
near Fairfax Station, whom he considered reliable, reported that no 
re-enforcements had come up the latter road, but that every night 
this week large numbers of troops with artillery had passed down to 
Alexandria. Ido not think the report of the gentleman from neat 
Fairfax Station is worthy of as much credence as that of the scout 
which Isent you yesterday. That additions have been made tc 
General Meade’s army is shown by an increase of tents. Anothe 
scout from Culpeper to-day says that the troops on disembarking 
from the cars separate into squads and move off to the different 
camps, and do not march in a body, showing that they belong te 
many organizations. He also states that the Eleventh and Twelfth 
Corps are expected, and that it is rumored have already arrived ir 
Alexandria. These may be the troops which are said to have come 
east on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, or they may belong to the 
Ninth Corps, which is assembling at Annapolis. Troops may als 
have been sent to Alexandria during the nights of this week, as the 
report from the scout I sent you yesterday was dated Monday. 1 
see it stated in the Washington Chronicle, of the 4th instant, tha 
over 30,000 troops are in the vicinity of Annapolis, and that Genera 
W. F. Smith has been ordered to the command of the troops aroun¢ 
Fortress Monroe. The former is no doubt an exaggeration. Thé 
latter, if true, would indicate that operations are contemplated fron 
that quarter, which they did not wish to trust to General Butler 


| 
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We have to sift a variety of reports before reaching the truth, and 
that you may compare the foregoing statements with such as may 
be derived from other sources is the object of this letter. 
Tam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. HE. LEE, 
General. 


‘Abstract from report of companies of artillery, Third Corps, Col. R. L. Walker 
; commanding, for April 9, 1864; headquarters Camp Taylor.* 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
April 9, 1864. 

General R. E. LE, 

Commanding, &e. : 


GENERAL: I received your communication of the 4th instant, in- 
osing a letter from a deserter in Floyd County to a soldier in your 
command, and am fully impressed with the importance of the views 
expressed. I regret that I cannot immediately carry out your wishes 
‘in regard to this matter. The great scarcity of forage has compelled 
he dismounting of nearly all of the cavalry of this department and 
e horses are some distance to the south of this place. I have, in- 


‘deed, no mounted men, except the few in my front, whose places 


q * Original signed by Col. R. L. Walker and Assistant Adjutant-General Richard 
Walke., 
+ Cutts’ battalion. | Poague’s battalion. 

MclIntosh’s battalion. - #| Richardson’s battalion. 

Pegram’s battalion. ** Haskell’s battalion. 
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cannot now be supplied, and they are, in addition, too far from ti 
locality described to be sent after these deserters. I shall, howeve 
have some of my cavalry force available for this purpose by the 1 
of May, and will then do all in my power to break up and arrest thi 
\ party. Should you deem earlier action more advisable, I would su 
gest that you order a good company from General Rosser’s comman 
which I understand is in Rockbridge, to report to me, and I thin 
can devise a.plan for the suppression of this band of tories and 
serters. Infantry could not, I think, secure their arrest. 


Very respectfully, 
JNO. C. BRECKINRIDGE, ,7| 
Major-General. 


Union, April 9, 1864. 
(Received Dublin, 10th.) | 
Major-General BRECKINRIDGE : 
My command is entirely out of breadstuffs. Nothing at the Na 
rows; nothing at Jackson’s River. I have sent to mill this evenini 
corn taken from the quartermaster, but there is only enough of th 
for two days’ rations. What am I todo? Nothing can be had 
this country. My troops must suffer, and I dread the consequence? 
I wish that you would order Captain De L’Isle at once to send by h} 
wagons what can be procured. I will put the men to-morrow oa 
half rations to make the corn hold out as long as possible. Answ 
by telegraph at once where I must send my train, which has come ij 
without supplies. It takes eight days to make the trip to the Na} 
rows and back, and seven days to Jackson’s River. Answer to-nigh} 
JNO. ECHOLS, 

Brigadier-General. 


General §. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 
The following received from General Ransom, at Weldon : 
Same news from Suffolk reports a large force between Suffolk and Portsmouth 
that the same troops are now at Bernard’s Mills and Savage’s farm that have bee 


there all the time. A new regiment has reached Washington, and the enemy a1 
very busy trying to obstruct the Roanoke. 


PETERSBURG, April 10, 1864. | 
| 


M. W. RANSOM, 
Brigadier-General. 


G. Bo PICK Ee 
Major-General. 


APRIL 10, 1864. 
General Corsz, Kinston: 


Information from New Berne, April 6, states that more troops at 
there now than at any time since war; still re-enforcing. Expe 
to move on Kinston in a few days. Practicing with artillery goin 


on constantly. 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 
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APRIL 10, 1864. 
eneral PickETT, Petersburg : 


_ Additional information from New Berne to that sent to General 
Corse about enemy’s force and movement on Kinston states that on 
th Burnside was not at New Berne, but daily expected. He is to 
take charge of movement. Order spies and scouts to watch if fleet 
of boats goes through canal to Albemarle. 
Way Hike Can WELL eG 
Major-General. 


Abstract from field return of the Army of Northern Virginia, General Robert E. 
Bee, C. ) Army, commanding, April 10, 1864; headquarters Orange Court- 
_ House, Va. 


| 
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«a Hoke’s brigade detached; not reported. 
b Two regiments detached ; not reported. 
c Not reported. 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 11, 1864. 
General J. C. BRECKINRIDGE: 

GENERAL: Present indications render it more than probable tl 
on the opening of the campaign by the enemy a combined effort 
be made for the capture of Richmond, and that the great strug 
will take place in Virginia. Troops are apparently concentrating | 
the Rappahannock and the waters of the Chesapeake. There is 
little doubt that the Ninth Corps, to which other troops are add 
is now in the vicinity of Annapolis, under General Burnside. T! 
Eleventh and Twelfth Corps have been consolidated into the Twe; 
tieth, under General Hooker, and is reported to have been order’ 
to General Meade. It is rumored that a part of the troops at lee) 
have reached Alexandria. All the white troops that can be spar! 
have been ordered from the line of the Baltimore and Ohio Railro. 
and the intrenchments around Alexandria, and brought up to t) 
Rappahannock, their places being supplied by blacks. Other re-e 
forcements have been made to the Army of the Potomac, and I thi 
it probable that at the proper time the siege of Charleston will | 
suspended and certain troops and iron-clad steamers transferred | 
the James River. I see it stated in the Northern papers that Gener; 
W. F. Smith has been ordered to the command of the troops in tl 
vicinity of Fortress Monroe, and that General Gillmore has be¢ 
assigned a part in the projected operations. To carry out this pl 
points in other parts of the country must be weakened, of which y 
must take advantage. Longstreet has reported that the Ninth ar} 
Twenty-third Corps had left Knoxville, marching via Cumberlar 
Gap. Ido not know the present strength of the enemy in Kast Te 
nessee, but should it not exceed the combined forces of yourself a 
General Buckner important advantages might be obtained ther 
Again, should he have drawn a portion of his forces from Nort 
western Virginia, or exposed any part of the long line of the Balt 
more and Ohio Railroad, a combination with General Imbode 
might enable you to strike a serious blow in that direction, interruy 
his communications, and draw off some of his troops from the mai 
attack. I have thought it well to call your attention to these point: 
as in the multitude of matters claiming your consideration in you 
new command they might escape you. If you can, by the con 
mencement of active operations by the enemy, have completed ti 
defenses guarding the main approaches of your line, and organize 
the local troops as garrisons, you will be able to employ your actiy 
forces where they can be most advantageously used in thwarting h 
general plans. When his main movement takes place we must | 
prepared for feigned attacks on many points, and not be misled k 
them. I will write to General Imboden to communicate to you an} 
thing of importance occurring on his line. : 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 


R. E. LEE, 


General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, - 
April 11, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. J. D. ImpopEN, Comdg. Valley District: 


GENERAL: Present appearances indicate that the enemy is conce: 
trating troops on the Rappahannock and the waters of the Ches 


{ 
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eake for a combined movement against Richmond. To do this he 
st diminish his forces at other points. In addition to the infor- 
ion contained in your dispatch of yesterday, I learn that troops 
e been withdrawn from the line of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 
d, and that blacks have been substituted for whites in the in- 
enchments around Alexandria. Should you be able to complete 
} the field-works on which you are engaged by the opening of the 
campaign, and to organize the local troops for their defense, it will 
{ enable you to strike at any vulnerable point with your active force 
you may discover in the enemy’s line. I also desire you to be pre- 
) pared, should opportunity offer, upon the advance of the Army of 
the Potomac to the Rapidan, to cross the Blue Ridge with your 
available force, leaving your pickets with a proper reserve in posi- 
to operate on the enemy’s flank and rear, unless at that time 
ou can get possession of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, arrest 
the travel, and thus detach troops from his main army. I wish you 
to keep General Breckinridge advised of any movement that may 
be made against you, or any that you think you can advantageously 
make against the enemy, in order that, if possible, he may co-operate 
with you. We must be prepared for feints by the enemy when he 
_isabout to make his general advance, and not be deceived by them, 
} but repulse them boldly. I have informed General Breckinridge 
| that you will communicate to him anything received of importance. 
Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. EK. LEE, 
General. 


cH 


’ 


a HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NoRTHERN VIRGINIA, 

a April 11, 1864. 
General G. E. PICKETT: 

| GENERAL: I received this evening your letter of the 9th, by your 
' courier. Your plan for operations in North Carolina is good, and if 
ju can carry it into execution at once I think must succeed. I 
have delayed recalling Hoke until the last moment, with a view to 
his assisting in the accomplishment of these operations. As the time 
of the completion of the gun-boats is still uncertain, could not the 
place of his brigade at the proper time be supplied by one from Wil- 
“mington or Charleston, and let him join me at once? He should 
send off his men by detachments, so as not to interrupt transporta- 
| tion of supplies by railroad, which will require several days for the 
journey. As far as I can judge, the Army of the Potomac will ad- 
vance as soon as the roads will permit, and I shall require all the 
re-enforcements I can get. I therefore request you to forward 
Hoke’s command to me as soon as you can. General Kilpatrick is 
‘in Culpeper. My inquiry was caused by a report from one of the 
Scouts, who stated he had not returned with his troops. I had seen 
the statement of his arrival at Willard’s, but did not know whether 
it was true. Maj. Gen. P. H. Sheridan is assigned to the command 
of the cavalry of the Army of the Potomac. The Eleventh and 
Twelfth Corps have been consolidated into the Twentieth, under 
General Hooker. Iam obliged to you for information of troops on 
the Peninsula. Scouts on the Potomac report that on the 9th ten 
steamers with troops, estimated at two brigades, passed up the river. 
They did not state whether they were river or sea steamers. I con- 
jecture the former, as they always particularize the latter. This 
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does not look as if they were concentrating on the Peninsula, | 
they are providing launches I should think they were intended 
the James River. The defenses at Petersburg should be streng 
ened immediately to their fullest extent. | 

Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, | 


DaLton, April 11, 186. 

General R. E. Leg, Orange Court-House, Va.: 

Chattanoga papers report Eleventh and Twelfth Corps uni’ 
called Twentieth, and still there. 

J. EK. JOHNSTOM 

ac ahehi j 

! 


Unton, April 11, 1864 
General BRECKINRIDGE, Dublin: | 
1 


Your dispatch just received. I will do all that I can. thet 
nothing in this country to impress. I am trying to gather up a | 
potatoes. I have sent an agent toStaunton to try and borrow so; 
thing for a few days, if he cannot do anything else. The men 
on half rations of breadstuffs. I can work along four or five d 


longer. 
JOHN ECHOLS, | 
Brigadier-Gene ra 
ah aye. | 
| 
GENERAL ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS, 
No. —. ( Kinston, N. C., April 11, 186: 


It is with mortification as well as surprise that complaints 
daily heard at these headquarters of the lawlessness of the trot 
composing this command, especially since the repeated orders on | 
subject which have been issued to them. It is totally unworthy | 
character of men who call themselves soldiers, fighting to sus 
the right and against a corrupt government and people. Men | 
caught daily straggling 20 miles from camp, thieving and plun 
ing people to whom the hardships of war have barely left a supp 
The brigadier-general commanding therefore directs that st 
guards be kept around each encampment, and no man will be 
mitted to leave its confines without the written authority of } 
ment or battalion commanders. It is with reluctance that 
measure is resorted to, but it is determined to break up these ¢ 
graces and outrages, and more rigid means will be adopted sho 
these prove insufficient. It is hoped that it will not be necessary 
recur again to the subject. 

By command of Brigadier-General Corse : 


PaB. HOO 
Assistant Adjutant-General 


Wark DEPARTMENT, 
Richmond, April 11, 1864 
General R. E. Lrg, 


Commanding, &c., Orange Court-House, Va. : 
GENERAL: Iam reliably informed that the U. 8. marshal, wit 
guard, is in Loudoun County, near Leesburg, serving notices 
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enants and others, so as to stop the rents of lands and houses for 
benefit of that Government. Will it not be well to call the atten- 
of Major Mosby to the fact, that any parties engaged in that 
‘+k may be captured, or, if possible, frightened from the county, 
which would be preferable. 

; Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


[First indorsement. | 


% HEADQUARTERS, April 12, 1864. 
_ Respectfully referred to General Stuart, who is requested to in- 
form Lieutenant-Colonel Mosby of the facts and direct that efforts 
»made to capture or drive the U. S. marshal out of Loudoun and 
avery other county in Virginia beyond our lines. 

R. E. LEE, 


General. 


[Second indorsement. | 


Hpgrs. Cav. Corps, ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
B Apri 18, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to Lieut. Col. J. 8. Mosby. 

Please see remarks of commanding general. 

~ By command of Maj. Gen. J. HE. B. Stuart : 

4 H. B. McCLELLAN, 
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


(Third indorsement. | 


Hpgrs. 43D VIRGINIA PARTISAN RANGERS BATTALION, 

a. April 16, 1864. 

_ Respectfully returned, with the information that the honorable 
retary of War has been misinformed. No Federal foot presses 

e soilof Loudoun. My quartermaster is now engaged in collecting 


supplies in that section. 
a JNO. S. MOSBY, 


Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 12, 1864. 
Mr. Presipent: My anxiety on the subject of provisions for the 
army is so great that I cannot refrain from expressing it to Your 
Excellency. I cannot see how we can operate with our present sup- 
plies. Any derangement in their arrival or disaster to the railroad 
would render it impossible for me to keep the army together, and 
might force a retreat into North Carolina. There is nothing to be 
had in this section for man or animals. We have rations for the 
troops to-day and to-morrow. I hope a_new supply arrived last 
“night, but I have not yet had a report. Every exertion should be 
made to supply the depots at Richmond and at other points. All 
pleasure travel should cease, and everything be devoted to necessary 
wants. 

I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. HE. LEE, 
General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, April 12, 1864, | 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS: 

Mr. Prestpent: I have received this morning a report from Col- 
onel Mosby, dated 4a. m., 11th instant. He had just returned fro 
a scout in Fairfax, and reiterates the opinion that no re-enforce 
ments have been given to the Army of the Potomac, but that th 
enemy is attempting to impress the idea upon our citizens that it 
has been largely increased. He says the trains of last week carrie 
down infantry and artillery, and that a large number of wagons 
went down on the cars. He further states that the troops from the 
West, as well as those from Meade, have gone to Annapolis ; that a 
large portion of the troops from the defenses around Washington 
have been removed and the Invalid Corps substituted, and negro 
troops sent to the valley. Ido not know how he got this informa- 
tion, except from citizens, and the first part conflicts with informa-} 
tion from special scouts, who must have obtained it by observation. 
A report from Channing Smith, of the 10th, states that the sutlers, 
traders, and all persons not connected with the Army of the Potomac 
are ordered to leave. All extra baggage, &c., has been ordered to 
Washington. The wagons reported by Mosby may have been sur- 
plus, broken, &c., sent back. C. Smith repeats the report that the 
Eleventh and Twelfth Corps have been ordered to Meade and are 
daily expected. I see an order published in the Washington Chroni- 
cle of the 8th that the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps have been con- 
solidated into the Twentieth, under General Hooker, and that Maj. 
Gen. P. H. Sheridan has been assigned to the command of the cay-} 
alry of the Army of the Potomac. Reports from the valley state that 
the enemy have left Halltown and are leaving Harper’s Ferry; they 
do not now allow produce to be brought within their lines; that the 
Eleventh New York Cavalry has left that district, and that Martins- | 
burg and Cumberland are garrisoned by negroes, Captain Calmese 
attacked about 150 of the enemy in Winchester on the 8th; drove 
them to Stephenson’s Depot, capturing 30 prisoners of the Sixth | 
[West] Virginia Cavalry, 28 horses, equipments, arms, &c., some 
provisions. No losson our part. Scouts on the Potomac report that 
ten steamers with troops, estimated about two brigades, passed up 
the river on the 9th. They may be merely sick, &c. If they are 
preparing armed transports and lances for disembarking troops I 
think they can only be intended for the James River. I see no other 
place where they would be required. We should be prepared in that 
quarter, A landing may be intended at City Point to capture Drewry’s 
Bluff. I think it probable that at the appointed time operations at 
Charleston will be suspended and certain troops and iron-clads be 
transferred to James River, as I see it stated in the Northern papers | 
that General Gillmore has been assigned a part in the proposed cam- 
paign in Virginia. | 

Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. HE. LEE, 


General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 12, 1864. — 
Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR, Richmond, Va.: 
Str: [have the honor to call your attention to the importance of 
making the best preparation in our power to meet any possible “4 


ea | 
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jtingencies of the campaign that in all probability is now near at 
jhand. No arrangements that our foresight can suggest or our 
jmeans accomplish should be neglected, and while every exertion 
q should, and | doubt not will, be made to insure our success, we 
‘should not be unprepared for unfavorable results, and neglect pre- 
cautions that may lighten any calamity that may befall us. 
| The subject of the greatest immediate importance is the collection 
vat suitable and safe places of adequate supplies of provisions and 
forage. I earnestly recommend that no private interests be allowed 
ito interfere with the use of all the facilities for transportation that 
| we possess until the wants of the Army are provided for. The rail- 
4 road should be at once devoted exclusively to this purpose, even 
should it be found necessary to suspend all private travel for busi- 
ness or pleasure upon them for the present. 
if It is difficult,in view of the conflicting information received, to 
sascertain what the purpose of the enemy may be, but an investment 
Tpf Richmond is one of the possibilities for which we should be pre- 
4 pared, Hven should no actualinvestment be made, it is not improb- 
sable that an accumulation of troops in or near the city may become 
“necessary, and operations may be carried on in its immediate vicinity. 
on either case I think it very desirable that all the population whose 
“presence would impede or endanger our efforts should be removed, 
aK specially that part of it which increases the consumption of public 
“stores, without aiding or strengthening the army. Prisoners of the 
‘memy and our own paroled men are of this class, and I think no 
: ime should be lost in placing them in some other locality. Besides 
“these, the presence of Federal deserters and persons with no visible 
ind reputable means of support is not only a burden, but in a criti- 
‘jal movement might be attended with danger. As far as practicable 
4:11 such should be removed from the city and every encouragement 
4iven to the rest of the non-combatant population to retire, except 
‘those whose services may be useful or who will not increase the 
scarcity of supplies. 
Mi With reference tothe transportation of supplies, &c., [beg leave also 
io urge that all officers and agents connected with it be required to 
vive their constant personal attention to their duties. They should 
lot only give orders and directions, but as far as practicable see in 
‘yerson to the faithful execution of them. Much that is considered 
jmpracticable from the reports of employés and agents has been 
‘jound to be feasible when intelligent and energetic officers have 
iaken it in hand themselves. All should be prepared for a degree of 
“iffort, self-sacrifice, and labor, until the crisis has been safely passed, 
“uch as may not be necessary in the performance of duty on ordinary 
4ceasions. You will be able best to determine how the surplus popu- 
-jation to which I have referred can be disposed of, but you will per- 
jeive the urgent necessity that nothing should be left undone while 
{here is yet time to make our preparations. I think it advisable also 
hat such public property as is not necessary for the immediate use 
\f the army should be removed to a place of security without delay. 
%) Whatever inconvenience and even hardship may result from a 
“yigorous and thorough preparation for the most complete defense 
‘ive can make will be speedily forgotton in the event of success or 
“jmply repaid by the benefits such a course will confer upon us in 
jase of misfortune. 
Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

R. HE. LEE, 


General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, April 12, 1864, | 


General STUART: 

GENERAL: I have read Mosby’s letter. He seems to be confident 
of his information, and he may be correct. But it is strange thai 
among all the other scouts none should have discovered this coun 
ter movement. Mosby seems to draw a distinction between re-en 
forcements and recruits that have joined Meade. You know Smith 
and others state that no corps has joined him, but recruits, detach: 
ments, &c. A corps may have been sent to Burnside and replacec 
by the troops from the railroad, Washington, Alexandria, &c., yei) 
as now organized I do not think they would detach one of their 
present corps ; if they have we ought to know it, and strike at them. 
Can you find it out ? 

Very truly, 
R. EK. LEE. 


General PICKETT, 
Petersburg: : 
Enemy reported moving troops from New Berne. Destination not 


known. 
W.H. CC, WHITING; 
Major-General, 


| 

| 

APRIL 12, 1864. | 
/ 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT, AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 88. Richmond, April 12, 186%. 
* * * ks K * He ' 
XXVI. Col. T. M. R. Talcott, commanding First Regiment Enyr 
neer Troops, will proceed with that portion of his command now sta 
tioned at Camp Gilmer, near this city, to headquarters Army 0} 
Northern Virginia, and report to General R. E. Lee, commanding. 
&c., for assignment to duty. 
By command of Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 13, 1864. 
General BRAXTON BRAGG, 
Commanding Armies of Confederate States: 

GENERAL: From the letters of Generals Pickett and Hoke th 
completion of the gun-boats seemed so distant and even indefinit 
that I could see no advantage in retaining the latter longer in Nort 
Carolina. All the troops we can get will be required in Virginia 
and, as far as I can judge, those not necessary in the Department 0’ 
Georgia, South Carolina, and Florida should be moved northware 
gradually, so as not to interrupt the transportation of supplies, t 
the extent at least of replacing Pickett and Hoke. Pickett should b 
disengaged so as to join Longstreet. Our scouts report that th 
three corps of General Meade’s army, as at present organized, numbey 
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') 75,000 men, and that he will move with 100,000. This force is said to 
| be independent of Burnside and that which will be on the Peninsula. 
1 did not intend to change Johnston’s position till I saw further as 
‘} to the probable plans of the enemy, and have not yet ordered Hoke 
jto joinme. If anything is to be done in North Carolina it should 
| be done quickly. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. EH. LEE, 
General. 


E HEADQUARTERS, Kinston, N. C., April 13, 1864. 

9Col. J. N. WHITFORD, 

| Commanding Sixty-seventh North Carolina: 

7 COLONEL: General Corse directs that you have your command in 

‘readiness to move at a moment’s notice. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Db rOO He 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


‘ 


WaAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., April 14, 1864. 


Commanding, &e.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the 
2th instant, just received, and to thank you very sincerely for the 
‘valuable suggestions it contained. They fortify me by the might of 
»your authority in the convictions of policy entertained and the line 
sof action I had adopted, to some extent, in pursuance of them. The 
‘most earnest efforts are being made to command the full resources 
‘for transportation of the railroad lines, and I have not hesitated 
sto stop passenger trains whenever by so doing Government freight 
‘could be increased or expedited. The officer in charge of railroad 
Jtransportation has been sent out, and is now absent on a mission, 
}with all the power the Department could confer, to secure the fullest 
‘concert of action and the employment of all the means that could 
‘be commanded for transportation. The Piedmont Railroad is being 
‘pressed to early completion, but, unfortunately, the recent floods 
‘oppose embarrassing impediments, which may delay it two weeks 
‘longer than I confidently anticipated. I still hope 1t may be com- 
‘pleted in the early part of next month. 

' fam thoroughly convinced of the importance of depleting the 
)population of Richmond, and have, on more occasions than one be- 
jfore the reception of your letter, urged on the President the exer- 
Jeise of his influence and authority to accomplish the removal of the 
/population, so far as they could be spared from the necessary work 
of the city. Such steps have not as yet been taken, for the difficul- 
‘ties and embarrassments attending it must be acknowledged to be 
‘of a very grave character. It is next to impossible to make, by the 
Jaction of the Government, adequate provision for the shelter and 
feeport of the numbers which would then be thrown homeless and 
indigent upon the country, and even those who had means of 
‘self-support would find it very difficult to obtain accommodation 


| 
M 


oo f 
i 
| 
1280 OPERATIONS IN N, ©., VA.. W. VA., MD., AND PA, [Cuar. XLY,j 


and supplies. Refugees have begun to be regarded with less of} 
sympathy than of apprehension, for they are looked upon as dimin-} 
ishing the means and increasing the privations of the communities 
to which they may flee. Still, I fear necessity requires that, to a 
considerable extent, the removal of the useless population from the 
city should be attempted, for without such measure I do not see| 
the possibility of accumulating the requisite reserve of supplies to’ 
enable us to meet partial reverse and bear brief interruption of com-| 
munication. 

The prisoners of the enemy and our own paroled men are nearly) 
all removed, and the rest will speedily follow. The hospitals and 
work-shops will be cleared of all who can be spared, and such ma- 
chinery and stores as are not of immediate necessity I have directed} 
to be prepared and gradually removed. It will be difficult to induces 
either the people of the city or our officers to make the requisite 
exertions and sacrifices which a prudent precaution demands, fo 
they repose such confidence in the valor of our troops and the gen- 
eralship of their commanders as to be incredulous of approachingy 
danger. Still, I hope your counsels and the influence of the Depart 
ment will not be wholly without avail in inducing the ‘‘ efforts, self- 
sacrifice, and labor, until the crisis has been safely passed,” which a 
prudent forecast of all contingencies demands. 

Experience of the past and a just reliance on our means of de 
fense, employed with the skill and energy which have heretofore 
guided us, may well entitle us to expect, under the blessing o 
Heaven, deliverance from the worst efforts of our malignant foes; 
but we should not be the less prepared to be grateful and happy in 
triumph for having realized our danger and arranged to meet and! 
repair the consequences of a reverse. | 

Very truly, yours, 


i 


JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


RICHMOND, VA., April 14, 1864. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Charleston, S. C.: 

Send Evans’ brigade (five regiments) to Wilmington by railroad 
immediately. Should any portion be detached beyond Savannah, 
so as to delay the movement, substitute an equal number from the 
nearest available force. Report its departure. 

S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


RicHMonND, VA., April 14, 1864. 
General W. H. C. WHITING, ee 
Wilmington, N. C.: 
Order Martin’s brigade to Weldon immediately by railroad. Il 
will be replaced by another. Report its departure. ‘th 
S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, 
4 


; 
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WILMINGTON, April 14, 1864. 
xyeneral S. COOPER : 


( Dispatch in cipher received. Brigade ordered to move. One regi- 
nent (Seventeenth), the strongest, is on the harbor 25 miles from 
were. The movement of the others leaves me utterly defenseless. 


sthe first train goes at once. 
: W. H.C, WHITING, 
Major-General. 


APRIL 14, 1864. 
Col. J. N. WHITFORD :] 


CoLoNEL: The enemy are making some demonstrations below on 
the other side of the river. The general directs that you keep on 
the lookout and report promptly anything from your front. Keep 
your men together and ready to be under arms at any moment. It 
Haay be necessary to move you in this direction. If you are attacked, 
owever, hold your position. 
Very respectfully, 
Pe BY HOOK 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


4 General Corse wants one or two men as guides around this place. 
lease send them mounted. They should know the Wilmington, 
Vhite Hall, Dover, Neuse, the Trent roads, &c. 


Nafta dnt al 
ViENERAL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS, 
No. 4. , Kinston, N. C., April 14, 1864. 


| Col. G. N. Folk, commanding Sixth Regiment North Carolina 
favalry, will relieve Col. J. T. Mercer of the command of the out- 
: hosts. 
By command of Brigadier-General Corse : 
P. B. HOOH, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


ge 
Z, \ 


\PECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 87. Richmond, April 14, 1864. 
* *% * * 


= 


* * * 


) XXII. In addition to his present duties, Brigadier-General Imboden 
as charged with the enrollment and organization of the reserve forces 
¥f Virginia in the counties of Botetourt, Roanoke, Craig, Rocking- 
tiam, Pendleton, Highland, Augusta, Bath, Rockbridge, Alleghany, 
"Page, Shenandoah, Hardy, and such portions of country lower down 
‘the valley as can be controlled. 

' The enrolling officers in the counties named, and such supérnumer- 
ry and invalid officers as may be available, will proceed with these 
iluties rapidly, under the supervision of General Imboden, who will 
ct in co-operation with the Bureau of Conscription, and in strict ac- 
jordance with the provisions of law and orders. \ 
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The rolls will be forwarded without delay to this office for officia 
action ; and mean time arrangements will be perfected for the prompt 
assembling of the men in the event that the President shall deem if 
necessary to call these forces into active service. | 
# * # * * * * 


| 
By command of Secretary of War: . | 
| 
| 
) 


f 


i 


JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ) Hpgrs. ARTY., ARMY OF NORTHERN VA4., / 
No. 18. j April 14, 1864, | 
Col. J. T. Brown, commanding Second Corps Artillery, will move 
his command to the grazing camp selected, commencing his marcel 
on Monday, weather permitting. The day before his commanc 
moves he will send forward a pioneer corps to put the road ir 
order. Battalions will be kept well closed up, all straggling wil 
be prevented, and the journey will be made by easy marches. As 
many guns as can be will be carried ; the balance, together with othey 
property left, will be left at Frederick’s Hall under guard. , 
By command of General Long, acting chief of artillery : - 
S. V. SOUTHALL, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 15, 1864. 
Mr. PRESIDENT: The reports of the scouts are still conflicting as 
to the character of the re-enforcements to the Army of the Potomac 
and the composition of that at Annapolis under General Burnside: 
I think it probable that the Highth Corps, which enrbraces the troops 
who have heretofore guarded the line of the Baltimore and Ohi 
Railroad, the intrenchments around Washington, Alexandria, &e. 
have been moved up to the Rappahannock, and that an equivalent 
has been sent to Annapolis from General Meade. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Mosby states that the Eleventh and Twelft 
Corps, consolidated, have also been sent to General Burnside. Bu 
whatever doubt there may be on these points, I think it certain tha’ 
the enemy is organizing a large army on the Rappahannock, and an 
other at Annapolis, and that the former is intended to move directl 
on Richmond, while the latter is intended to take it in flank or rear 
I think we may also reasonably suppose that the Federal troops tha 
have so long besieged Charleston will, with a portion of their iron 
clad steamers, be transferred to the James River. I consider that th 
suspension of the attack on that city was virtually declared when Gen 
eral Gillmore transferred his operatiohs to the Saint John’s River 
It can only be continued during the summer months by the fleet 
The expedition of the enemy up Red River has so diminished bhi: 
forges about New Orleans and Mobile that I think no attack upo 
the latter city need be apprehended soon, especially as we have ré 
son to hbpe that he will return from his expedition in a shattere 
condition. I have thought, therefore, that General Johnston migh 
draw something from Mobile during the summer to strengthen hi 
hands, and that General Beauregard with a portion of his troop: 
might moye into North Carolina to oppose General Burnside shoul 
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| he resume his old position in that State, or be ready to advance to 
the James River should that route be taken: I do not know what 
| benefit General Buckner can accomplish in his present position. If 


ye 
a4 


_heis able to advance into Tennessee, reoccupy Knoxville, or unite 
_ with General Johnston great good may be accomplished; but if he 
4 can only hold Bristol, I think he had better be called for a season to 
Richmond. We shall have to glean troops from every quarter to 
oppose the apparent combination of the enemy. If Richmond could 
be held secure against the attack from the east, I would propose that 
Idraw Longstreet to me and move right against the enemy on the 
} Rappahannock. Should God give us a crowning victory there, all — 
# their plans would be dissipated, and their troops now collecting on 
the waters of the Chesapeake would be recalled to the defense of 
) Washington. But to make this move I must have provisions and 
} forage. Iam not yet able to call to me the cavalry or artillery. If 
» lam obliged to retire from this line, either by a flank movement of 
§ the enemy or the want of supplies, great injury will befall us. I 
| have ventured to throw out these suggestions to Your Excellency in 
order that in surveying the whole field of operations you may con- 
¥ sider all the circumstances bearing on the question. Should you 
) determine it is better to divide this army and fall back toward Rich- 
mond I am ready to do so. I, however, see no better plan for the 
© defense of Richmond than that I have proposed. 
I am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. EH. LEE, 


General. 


CHARLESTON, S. C., April 15, 1864. 


General SAMUEL COOPER, n 
a Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 
' One regiment infantry leaves to-day, two to-morrow, and two 


day after. 
if G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
fe General, Commanding. 


RICHMOND, VA., April 15, 1864. 


+| General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
‘ Charleston, S. C. : 


Pe Repair with the least delay practicable to Weldon, N. C., where 
~ instructions will be sent to you. 
a 8. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General. 


‘ RICHMOND, VA., April 15, 1864. 

3 | Major-General BUCKNER, 

a Bristol, Tenn. : 

’ Order Major-General Ransom to repair forthwith to this city for 
other and distant service, 

big S. COOPER, 


Adjutant and Inspector General, 
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WILMINGTON, April 15, 1864. 
General S$. COOPER : 
Which shall I send, troops or corn? I have peremptory orders 
for both. Troops are moving. 
W. H. C. WHITING, 


Major-General. 


APRIL 15, 1864. 


Colonel JACKSON, 
Magnolia: 
Corse reports enemy attacked his pickets yesterday. Repulsed. 
May be a feint to cover move on railroad. 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, 
April 15, 1864. 
Maj. CHARLES S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, &e. : 

Masor: A letter from Colonel Jackson, received this morning, 
says: 

Scouts report the concentration of forces at New Creek Depot, and reiterate the 
reports that a considerable force has been transported on the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad to the Army of the Potomac. They als6 represent that a large amount of 
supplies have been taken to Beverly, and that the place is strongly fortified. A 
battalion was sent from Clarksburg to Buckhannon. 

A young lady named Simonton, who is represented to me as yery 
Piellicent reached Lewisburg two days ago. She was sent out 
from her home on the Kanawha for alleged disloyalty. She sent me 
a statement on yesterday, which she says she knows to be accurate. 
T herewith inclose, for the information of the major-general com- 
manding, a copy of thestatement.* It has been some ten or twelve 
days since she left Charleston. I have heard from other reliable 
sources of the accumulation by the enemy at Gauley and Loup Creek, 
some 5 or 6’miles lower down the Kanawha River, of large quantities 
of forage and other supplies. They seem to be getting their cavalry 
in good condition. 

Iam, major, very respectfully, &c., 
JNO. ECHOLS, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 16, 1864. 

General BRAXTON BRAGG, 
Commanding Armes of Confederate States : 
GENERAL: I received last evening your letter of the 14th instant 
by the hands of Major Parker. I trust that the expedition in North 
Carolina will be attended with success, and that the troops in the 
Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida may be made 
available to oppose the combined operations of the enemy in Vir- 


* Not found. i 
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| ginia. No attack of moment can be made upon Charleston or the 
} Southern coast during the summer months, and I think General 
Johnston can draw with impunity some troops from Mobile to him. 
Buckner’s force, too, might be made available in some way ; I fear 
as he stands now it will be lost tous. At present my hands are tied. 
If I was able to move, with the aid of Longstreet and Pickett, the 
enemy might be driven from the Rappahannock and _ be obliged to 
look to the safety of his own capital instead of the assault upon ours. 
| Icannot even draw to me the cavalry or artillery of the army, and 
} the season has arrived when I may be attacked any day. The scar- 
city of our supplies gives me the greatest uneasiness. All travel 
should be suspended on the railroad until a sufficiency is secured. I 
) can have a portion of the corn ground into meal for the army if it is 
* senttome. I donot know whether all can be furnished. The mills 
* are mostly on the Rapidan, and consequently exposed if any move- 
i ment takes place. It will also increase the hauling, which at this 
@ time I should like to avoid if possible. If the meal can be prepared 
) in Richmond it will be more convenient at this time. If it cannot, 
) we can at least grind part of the corn if sent tous. If we are forced 
back from our present line the Central Railroad, Charlottesville, and 


) all the upper country will be exposed, and I fear great injury in- 


1 flicted on us. 
. Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R, E. LEE, 


General. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 16, 1864. 


4 General Braxton Braaa, 
_ Communding Armies of Confederate States : 

_ GENERAL: I have received your letter of the 13th, inclosing a copy 
' of a communication from Colonel Gorgas in reference to the large 
roportion of artillery with this army. I have never found it too 
arge in battle, and it has generally been opposed by about 300 pieces 
>) of the enemy of larger caliber, longer range, and with more effect- 
») ive ammunition. If, however, its equipment overtaxes the means 
of the Ordnance Department, or, as you suggest, its supply of horses 

| cannot be kept up, that decides the question, and no argument on 
+» the subject is necessary. Taking the European standard of three 
©» guns for every 1,000 men, based upon the experience of their wars, 
© not ours, the number of guns in this army will fall short, provided 
| the regiments are filled to the minimum allowed by law. I think 
‘ Colonel Gorgas is correct in not adhering to this standard when the 


+) Organizations recede from their maximum of strength. Taking his 


» own standard, and allowing five guns to each brigade, we ought to 
» have 230 guns. Longstreet has twelve brigades, Ewell thirteen, Hill 
+’ fourteen, and the cavalry (including the Carolina brigade being or- 
ganized) seven—forty-six brigades. Taking Colonel Gorgas’ state- 
+) ment as correct, which I have not time to verify, there are in this 
4 army 197 guns; with General Longstreet 27, and in the Washington 
1 Artillery (if full) 16 = 238 [240]. The excess is not large, but going 
+ back to the European standard we have 206 regiments. Taking the 
1) minimum and not the maximum of strength (206 x 640=131,840), and 
| allowing three guns for every 1,000 men (131,840+3)=395 guns. Our 
© aggregate present and absent would give us more. I differ from 
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Colonel Gorgas in thinking that twenty guns are too much for ei 
cavalry. In my opinion they are not enough. We should have 
battery for each brigade and a reserve battery for each division. Thy 
seven brigades would require seven batteries, and the three division: 
three reserve batteries, making ten. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. E. LEE, 

General. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 16, 1864. 
General BRAXTON BRAGG: 

GENERAL: I learn from General Longstreet that all of his troo 
will not reach Charlottesville before the 21st, the railroad not bein; 
able to transport over 1,500a day. For want of good camping groune 
in the neighborhood of that place, I have directed him to take posi 
tion in the vicinity of Gordonsville, where he will be more conven 
ient for service here or eastward, and for procurement of supplies 
The brigades will march from Charlottesville as they arrive, so ai 
not to embarrass the railroad. General Longstreet states that, wit! 
the view of equalizing the commands with him in Tennessee, hi 
had attached Law’s brigade of Hood’s old division to Buckner 
division for service, Buckner having with him but two of his br 
gades, the other being with General Johnston’s army. He has n 
ordered Law’s brigade to move with his corps. I understood thi 
order of the department to embrace all of his corps with him. — 
that was the intention, I request you to order Law’s brigade forwarc 
The brigades in motion with General Longstreet will amount 
about 9,000 men. That of Law numbers about 1,500. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
General. | 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Charlottesville, Va., April [16?], 1864. 

General R. E. LEn, 
Commanding, &c., Orange Court-House : 


GENERAL: The troops are coming in very slowly, owing to ot) 
very imperfect railroad arrangements. We cannot hope to have tl 
command up before the middle of next week. 

It may have a good effect during this delay for me to go to Peter 
burg and remain. By leaving my horses, &c., with the comman 
I could get back by express train in full time for any emergence 
If the enemy learns that I am at Petersburg he will in all probs 
bility assume that my troops are with me, and that that is the pois 
at which my corps will rendezvous instead of this. | 

If such should be the effect, he will move with more caution “J 
that direction and more boldness in this, and we may, by this mean#} 
get a fine opportunity at him. I think that we should not advand 
here until we learn that the army at Annapolis has set out on if 
intended expedition ; then, having all things well prepared, I thi 
that we should take up the shortest line of march for Washingt 
City. We will be able to get between the enemy and his capi 4 
and, by pushing on toward it, we will force him to give battle h 
riedly in order to save his capital. If he does that we ought to ha ; 
great reason to hope that we may destroy him and get his capite: 
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4 It seems to mé that this will be our safest and best move, whatever 
{} may be the service intended for General Burnside’s army. If he 
4) goes up York River or to Urbanna we would force Meade to fight 
4 before Burnside could join him. If he goes to the south side of the 
| James we ought to be able to get Washington before he could get 
i back there. 
|  Isuggested last fall the idea of fortifying Richmond below, so as 
} to hold the river at Drewry’s and Chaffin’s Bluffs with our vessels 
) and about 10,000 men. In the course of the summer’s campaign it 
} may become necessary to use all of the rest of your troops in such a 
| manner as to leave Richmond exposed. If it should so turn out, and 
| the enemy should get there and get possession of the river, he will 
} hold it for the balance of the war; but if we can even hold the posi- 
7 tion on the river we will be able to recover Richmond very readily, 
y even if we should have the bad fortune to lose it temporarily. 
7 I remain, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. LONGSTRERT, 
Lieutenant-General. 


@ SpecraL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
] Richmond, April 16, 1864. 
* * * * * % 
’ XLII. Col. George A. Gordon, commanding Sixty-third Georgia 
Y Volunteers, will proceed by railroad with his regiment to head- 
# quarters Department of Northern Virginia, and report to General 
' R. E. Lee, commanding, &c., for assignment to Brig. Gen. A. R. 
® Wright’s brigade. 
| XLII. Maj. J. E. Rylander will proceed by railroad with his bat- 
§ talion (the Tenth Georgia) to headquarters Department of North- 
ern Virginia, and report to General R. HE. Lee, commanding, &c., for 
assignment to Brig. Gen. A. R. Wright’s brigade. 
_ By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


f 


| GENERAL ORDERS, | Hpagrs. ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 

Wa No. 30. April 16, 1864. 

) In pursuance of Special Orders, No. 81, paragraph X XI, Adjutant 
and Inspector General’s Office, Maj. Gen. M. L. Smith is hereby 

} assigned to duty as chief engineer of this army, and will be respected 

_ accordingly. 

) By command of General R. EK. Lee : 
ie W. H. TAYLOR, 

Assistant Adjutant-General. 


A. 

| HEADQUARTERS FourRTH BRIGADE, 
7: Narrows, April 16, 1864. 

| Maj. C. S. STRINGFELLOW, 

pe Assistant Adjutant-General : 

| _Masor: Your confidential letter of the 15th has been received. 
} The scouts are now out. A scouting party of 30 men, under Captain 
| Crawford, Seventeenth Cavalry, left the Mercer salt-wells on the 3d 
_ and returned on the 14th ; they went within 6 miles of Brownstown, 
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Kanawha County, and captured 7 Yankees. He reports everythin 
quiet and the location of the Yankee troops unchanged. 
Mrs. John McMullen tells me the same, and they both state this: 
Twelfth and Ninety-first Ohio and Ninth Virginia (bogus) and Sin) 
monds’ battery, at Fayetteville; Fifth Virginia (bogus), at Moni 
gomery’s Ferry ; Second Virginia (bogus) Cavalry, at Camp Piat 
Twenty-third and Thirty-fourth Ohio and McMullin’s battery, a) 
Charleston; Thirteenth Virginia (bogus), at Cabell Court-House} 
squadron of cavalry, at Winfield, Putnam County, W. Va. 
General Crook has just returned from Washington, where he ha, 
been in consultation with Grant. The force on Kanawha has neith 
been diminished nor increased. 
Respectfully, 
JNO. McCAUSLAND, 
Colonel. | 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Warm Springs, Va., April 16, 1864. 
Brigadier-General ECHOLS, 
Commanding, &e. : 
GENERAL: Scouts report that Beverly has been re-enforced by th 
Eleventh (bogus) Virginia Regiment, making three regiments anc 
artillery there ; also a regiment is believed to be at Summerville, ai 
troops moved from Buckhannon, Weston, and Bulltown in that dij 
rection. This may be the same party that was at Summerville : 
short time since. There does not seem to be any other indica 
tions of an intention to advance; the weather is too unsettled. Th 
distribution of my force is as follows: McNeel’s company at Mil 
Point, scouting to Edray ; Marshall’s at Camp Northwest, this sid 
of Huntersville, scouting to Green Bank, &c., with constant con 
cealed scouts near Beverly; Colonel Arnett, with the Twentietl 
Virginia Cavalry, at Crab Bottom. Colonel A. has, in addition, on 
company of the Forty-sixth Battalion. So large a force is require 
at Crab Bottom to guard and protect the horses of my command o 
grass and hay there. Itis also ina good position to give notice 01 
and delay any raid from -New Creek, &c. Colonel Arnett has in. 
structions to send me information of all movements of the enemy. 
delay and harass any advance, and if pressed to fall back to me by 
way of McGraw’s Gap. Captains McNeel and Marshall have the 
same instructions. The McGraw’s Gap route, therefore, should not 
be destroyed ; I understand its destruction is proposed. The Forty 
seventh Battalion, Lurty’s battery, five companies of the Forty. 
sixth Battalion, and eight companies of the Nineteenth will be at 
Jackson’s River Depot on Monday evening, the 18th instant. For 
time the hospital will have to be kept here, as it would not do te 
move the sick. My courier lines will be from your headquarter: 
to this pomt, where I shall remain for a time (unless you direet 
otherwise), in view of the above disposition of my force, and t 
obtain the earliest news of any advance of the enemy. Of course, | 
will be in communication with all my detachments. I have issuet 
strict orders as to discipline, drill, and am making every effort t 
thoroughly equip my command. My position here will enable m« 
to give you the earlest information of any movement of the enem} 
on this line. My teams are being rested, and are on grass in the 
Falling Springs Vallev. As soon as they are recruited, if no move 
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| ments interfere and the grass will suffice, I hope to be allowed to 
| move into Pocahontas. You will please apprise the major-general 
) commanding of the disposition of my forces, &e. 
) -Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. L. JACKSON, 
Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
April 17, 1864. 
) General 8. CoopEr, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 
| GENERAL: The difficulties which have existed and now exist in 
regard to supphes for this department compel me again to address 
you. On this subject I respectfully refer you to my letter of the 30th 
# of March last. 
| Attempting to follow the circular from the Commissary-General’s 
| Office, of July 15, 1863, Major King, my chief commissary, applied 
to Major Noland, chief purchasing agent for Virginia, and was by 
ihim referred to Major Cloyd, chief purchasing agent for this dis- 
}trict. Major Cloyd expressed every desire to meet our wants, but 
jisaid he was only purchasing agent, and his duties were exhausted 
when he bought supphes and turned them over to the post commis- 
‘saries, who would issue on requisition. My requisitions on these 
officers were not filled, sometimes because the purchasing agent had 
not furnished supplies enough, and sometimes because those on hand 
were shipped out of the department by direct orders from the Com- 
#missary-General’s Office. Major Noland also construed the duties of 
WMajor Cloyd differently from that officer, and by his orders Major 
4C. sent out large supplies without turning them over to the post com- 
missaries to be issued on requisition. 
_ Mean time the case was urgent, and some of the troops actually 
suffering. Under these circumstances I issued the order holding the 
{fsupplies then in the hands of the post commissaries, and which was 
‘Wully explained in my letter of the 30th of March. It was not in- 
Jiended to violate any law or regulation. 
Ihave caused requisitions to be made for a supply for one quarter. 
This was only anotification of our prospective wants, for of course 
(did not expect it all to be furnished at once. But in view of the 
letached condition of my troops, their distance from the depots of 
‘supply, and the almost impassable state of the roads, I have thought 
wt necessary to collect at least one month’s supply. 
) Requisitions did no good, for evenin anticipation of collection at 
the posts the supplies were directed to be sent out of the depart- 
‘nent by orders from Richmond. To meet the emergency I ordered 
uy chief quartermaster and chief commissary of subsistence, under 
)existing laws and regulations authorizing a department commander 
‘0 impress, to collect a month’s supplies. This odious recourse was 
‘only resorted to under extreme necessity. These officers are execut- ~ 
ng the order, but to-day Major King, my chief commissary of sub- 
Mistence, shows me a dispatch direct to him, from the Commissary- 
‘teneral, ordering him to withdraw his ‘purchasing agents” and 
wirect them to report to Major Cloyd for orders. Of course, these 
‘gents employed in carrying out the order first offer the Govern- 
Qeaent price ; if refused, they impress. 

1 Lhave tried every other mode prescribed by law and regulation. 
einally, I have resorted to impressment. If an order, not to me from 
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: 
your office, but to my chief commissary of subsistence, sent direct h 
the Commissary-General, can stop this mode also I shall be cor 
pelled to report that it will be impossible to feed the troops. Iw: 
hear from the Department before I cease impressing. 
I know the great difficulties the Commissary-General has to e} 
counter in feeding the armies, and nothing could induce me to inte 
pose an illegal or factious obstacle. At the same time I must roma 
that under the great pressure for supplies this department has be 
stripped from every direction, and our requisitions have not "a 
filled. At this moment my cavalry horses, and even many of t] 
artillery horses, are gleaning forage in the rear, while imment 
quantities of it have been sent out of the department for troops els: 
where. 
I would respectfully suggest that the troops of a departmes 
should be first supplied out of its resources ; and accordingly, if t}: 
purchasing-agent system developed in the circular of July 15, 1864 
is to be regarded as exhausting the whole field, that the purchasiil 
agent and the post commissaries should be required first to fill nf 
reasonable requisitions and then send the surplus, if any, out of tf 
department. | 
Iam, general, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, | 
Major-Generai. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 18, 1864. 


His Excellency JEFFERSON DaAvVIs, 
President Confederate States : 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Recent information from scouts reconcile ma: 
discrepancies of former reports. Lieutenant-Colonel Mosby, up\ 
closer examination, finds that the troops sent back to Alexandi 
from the Rappahannock consisted of some furloughed regimen 
which had re-enlisted, invalids, sick, sutlers, retainers, &c. 
artillery and wagons were the disabled pieces, carriages, &c., th 
had been replaced by others. I think no new corps has joined Ge 
eral Meade. He has been re-enforced by recruits, detachments, a 
the troops from about Washington, &c., but no corps or divisid 
have been detached from him. Ido not think his army will exce 
75,000 men, though they claim to have 100,000. I believe that ti 
corps have been transferred from the West to Annapolis, the Ni 
and probably the Eleventh and Twelfth consolidated. All accout 
agree that two corps have passed over the Baltimore and Ohio R 
road east. As tothe numbers of the corps reports vary. A sec) 
just from the valley reports that Averell left Martinsburg lf 
Tuesday, and moved up the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, talk 
with him all the cavalry that could be spared from that region, led 
ing only a garrison at Martinsburg. There is now no force at Hf 
per’s Ferry. A physician of his acquaintance went into Martinsb i 
and learned that two corps had passed down the Baltimore and O¥ 
Railroad toward Baltimore ; did not know whence they came. Sai 
information comes from other sources. I think it probable tl 
Averell will move upon the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad,| 
Staunton, or some point west, at the time of the general movem# 
upon Richmond, from some point beyond the North Mountain. 
think, too, General Grant will rely upon his flank movement uy 
Richmond to draw this army back.. If that movement can be 
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ssfully met and resisted, I have no uneasiness as to the result of 
ithe campaign in Virginia. I know of no better plan than that sub- 
| mitted in a former letter to Your Excellency. 
Iam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. EK. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 18, 1864. 
rig. Gen. J. D. IMBopEN, Commanding, &c. : 
GENERAL: A scout just from the valley reports that Averell, with 
1 the cavalry that could be spared from that region, left Martins- 
burg and went up the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad last Tuesday, 
leaving only a garrison in that city. He also states that there is no 
rce at Harper’s Ferry. I think it probable that Averell will make 
jan attempt upon the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad at the time 
proposed for the combined movement against Richmond from some 
point beyond the North Mountain. [ see no indications of a move- 
)ment up the valley.. Reports have been industriously spread abroad 
}to that effect. An examination of the Potomac and Winchester ~ 
Railroad has been made by engineers, &c., but I believe it was with 
the intention of misleading. I hope you and General Breckinridge 
‘will be prepared to unite and beat him back wherever he may come, 
and drive him across the Potomac. I shall be so occupied, in all 
probability, that I shall be unable to aid you.* 
| Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 
: General. 


te Mount CRAWFORD, April 18, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE : 
) Enemy is concentrating considerable force at Grafton, New Creek, 
Sumberland, and Martinsburg. Sullivan has gone to Grafton. 
#Another raid is brewing. I can watch all points except Beverly. 
Will advise you promptly of any movement discovered. 
4 J. D. IMBODEN, 
Brigadier-General. 


1 RIcHMOND, VaA., April 18, 1864. 
General W. H. C. Wuitine, Wilmington, N. C. : 
* Evans’ brigade is not designed to replace Martin’s. It must move 
Yon to Weldon. 

baa 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


Ricumonp, Va., April 18, 1864. 
{ Maj. Gen. 8. B. Buckner, Pristol, Tenn. : 
"Send Law’s brigade to Charlottesville to report to General Field. 
‘xeneral Law will be relieved from arrest and put in command of it. 
ahe charge against him will not be further entertained. 

og S. COOPER, 


my Adjutant and Inspector General. 


* Entered in General Lee’s letter-book as ‘‘ substance” of letter. 


+ | 
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April 18, 186 
General S. Cooper, Adjutant and Inspector General: 


GENERAL: I forward herewith a copy of my department retu 
for March, which I presume, from Major Melton’s communicatio 
the 13th instant, must have miscarried. The original return y 
sent on the 9th instant. 

My attention is also called to the circular of June, 1863, requir) 
tri-monthly reports. Every effort has been made to comply wy 
that circular, and the necessary orders have been issued. I find, 
inquiry, that Major-General Jones addressed several letters to — 
Department, explaining the circumstances which rendered it imy 
sible for him to make tri-monthly returns, and the same reasons ¥ 
render it equally impracticable now. There are so many sepa 
detachments and commands in this department, which the exigen¢ 
of the service require to be kept at places widely apart, with mos 
which I can communicate by couriers only, that one clerk is kh 
almost constantly employed in making up a single return for 
month. The frequent mistakes made in the reports of subordin 
officers rendered it necessary to return them for correction. ! 
great is the distance of some commands or detachments from hej 
quarters that at least eight days are thus consumed before 
erroneous report can be received here again, even if the officer sho) 
have the means of correcting iton the spot. This will not seem sin} 
lar when I remind you that some of my troops are at Jackson’s Rif 
Depot and others at Saltville, separated about 150 miles in an | 
line. If I should hereafter be able to collect my troops near eno 
together to render it possible, the tri-monthly returns shall be mg 
as required. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Major-Generait 


{ 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, j 


SPECIAL ORDERS, )} ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 90. Richmond, April 18, 1864 
* * * * * * * 
XXXI. The District of Cape Fear is united with the Departm! 
of North Carolina, which is placed under the command of Gend 
G. T. Beauregard. 
By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 


Assistant Adjutant-Genera: 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NoRTH CAROLINA, 
April 19, 1864 
General BRAXTON BRaAGG, 
Comdg. Armies Confederate States, Richmond, Va.: 
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose a copy of the report of 
J. F. Milligan, signal officer, of the recent demonstration of 
enemy in this department. 
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedi 
servant, 
G. K.. PICKET 
Major-General, Commanding 


* See abstract, p. 1250. 
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{Inclosure.] 


iF 


fh PETERSBURG, VA., April 19, 1864. 
jaj. Gen. G. E. PtcksErt, 
Commanding Department of North Carolina: 


\GENERAL: It is very evident to my mind that the party which 


| 


fade the raid upon the 14th instant upon Smithfield and Fort Boy- 
yo, via Chuckatuck, Holloway’s Point, and Stone-House Wharf, are 
‘t any of Burnside’s forces. 

ibe party was under command of General Graham, and consisted 
ithe Twenty-third Massachusetts Regiment, Twenty-fourth Mas- 
@husetts Regiment, a Michigan regiment, a New Jersey regiment, 
td a Wisconsin battery of six pieces, with two companies of negro 
Wantry. The force, all told, was not over 2,500 men. From the 
Wture and character of the vessels composing Burnside’s flotilla, 
‘shows conclusively they are not intended for a sea voyage, they 
Ying principally river steamers of hight draught. My scouts are 
Jzilant and active, and from their different stand-points of investi- 
tion report in detail the result of their information, which I | 
‘ature to assert has always heretofore proved reliable. 

ur lady friend on the north shore reports that the plan of land- 
@; on the south side of the James River, above the Appomattox, is 
vil freely discussed. The advance of the enemy along the line of 
mickwater on the 14th instant and this raid along the line of James 
"1 Pagan Creek was evidently intended to create a diversion from 
Tir real point of attack. I would also respectfully call your atten- 
yo to the fact that a part of Graham’s force, the Twenty-fourth 
Yssachusetts Regiment, is certainly from the front of Charleston, 
*J., and for all I know other troops may have been sent from there 
Smake up General Smith’s command for general operations 
Soughout his department. We have now two scouts in the ene- 
1’s lines near Old Point, whom I expect a report from on to-mor- 
r, or as soon after as practicable for them to communicate with 
# signal station at Fort Boykin. The enemy took particular pains 
‘report that it was General Burnside’s forces who were on their 
Sy to Weldon via Joyner’s Ford and Franklin, which accounts for 
* reports of the scouts along the Nansemond, who were within 5 
Jes of Portsmouth while the enemy held Suffolk. 

Since the 14th instant the enemy’s flotilla at Old Point and New- 
‘yt News are very much increased, and the enemy upon the lower 
“nes are particularly active and their guard-boats more vigilant 
se Davidson’s gallant attempt to destroy the Minnesota. 

dl of which is most respectfully submitted by your obedient 


Svant, 
ee JAS. F. MILLIGAN, 
Major and Signal Officer, Dept. of North Carolina. 


TuxEsDAY [April 19, 1864]—10 p. m. 
Bjor-General Evzry : : 
‘}tiR: The enemy appeared to-day in Rappahannock, opposite Bow- 
®s Ferry, consisting of five transports and four gun-boats. They 
Mied in the North Neck, opposite Bowler’s Ferry, and are carrying 
Pall the negroes they can see, young and old; and I learn their 
®@\ntion is to take off grain, meat, and cattle. Their force amounts 
Mibout 500 white troops. There appeared at the mouth of the 
mn: y a 
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Rappahannock River this morning forty-five sails of vessels—I mean | 
gun-boats and transports—supposed to be Burnside’s fleet. They 
have not as yet appeared in the river (sundown to-night). I willlearn | 
more to-morrow and inform you. 

Iam, general, your obedient servant, 


{ 
| 
JOHN §. BRAXTON, | 
| 
| 
| 


Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General. 


The enemy have gone aboard.of their boats, but still lie in the | 
same place. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
Apri 19, 1864. 
Hon. SECRETARY OF WAR, Richmond, Va. : ‘| 


Sir: The letter of Lieutenant-Colonel Sims, of the 21st ultimo, | 
referred to me by you, was received, and I have caused inquiry to , 
be made to ascertain whether the mechanics for whom he asks can | 
be furnished. Iam fully aware of the necessity of increasing our } 
means of transportation, and am gratified that the subject has been | 
taken in hand by the Government. On a former occasion, when I 
was inquiring as to the possibility of building cars, &c., I was, 
informed that the machine-shops which had been used for work of | 
that kind were all engaged by the Navy Department. I recom- | 
mended that the cars should be constructed at those shops if possi- | 
ble, as they had greater facilities than any that could now be built, 
besides having mechanics connected with them who had skill and 
experience in the business. In an interview with the Secretary of | 
the Navy I understood that he thought the work could be done at 
those shops. If Iam correct in this I hope that it may be under- 
taken, not only to avoid taking so many men from service, but 
because I am satisfied that the work can be better and more expe-| 
ditiously performed. I have no doubt that, in view of the perma- | 
nent importance of preserving the strength of the army and the} 
impossibility of doing so without transportation adequate to suppl 
it, the Secretary of the Navy will allow the necessary work of build- 
ing cars, &c., to have precedence over any work of his Department} 
less urgent and not immediately required, and that he will con- 
tribute all in his power to save the withdrawal of men from the} 
field, where they are so much needed. I hope also that the De-} 
partment will see that every means of obtaining the proper me-} 
chanics has been exhausted before calling upon the army for men. 
I think that the facility of obtaining labor in the army sometimes} 
impairs the efforts of officers superintending Government works to 
procure it elsewhere, but I am sure that you will require every other 
means to be fully tried before resorting to our already weakened! 
ranks. In the present instance, if mechanics cannot otherwise be 
had, they must be sent from the army, as the work to be done is 
essential to its existence, but I see no necessity for taking all from 
this army, now apparently more menaced than any other. The 
benefit to be derived from the construction of these cars, &c.. 
will inure to all the armies, as it will relieve some of those on the 
Southern roads now used to supply us, and I think that if possible 
a proportionate number of mechanics should be drawn from all. 

I have thought proper to bring these suggestions to your attention, 
with the hope that you may be able to give effect to them to th 
benefit of the service; but at the same time I will meet the deman 
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for these operatives as far as possible, should you consider it neces- 
sary, that all should be drawn from this army, for, as 1 before re- 
marked, the work must be done. 
‘ I have now the names of 8 blacksmiths, 36 carpenters, 6 molders, 
: 5 finishers, and 4 rollers and puddlers, who can be had as soon as re- 
* quired. The other carpenters, it is thought, can also be had, and 
© possibly the remaining finishers and rollers and puddlers, but their 
4 names are not yet received. 
_ I trust, however, that arrangements can be made to spare some of 
| these men, and in any case I hope they will only be called for when. 
actually needed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEH, 
General. 


} HEADQUARTERS, April 19, 1864. 
{| General J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, Commanding, &c. : 


| GENERAL: I learned yesterday from a scout, whom I had sent to 
i) the valley, that General Averell, on this day week, left Martinsburg 
) with all the cavalry which could be spared from that region, and 
ii moved up the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. I think it probable, 
/) when the weather permits, or about the time when their proposed 
“| combined movement against Richmond takes place, that he will 
ii make another attack upon our western railroad at or beyond Staun- 
\) ton, from some: point west of North Mountain. I see now no indi- 
cation of an advance up the valley. There is only a garrison at 
i) Martinsburg, and no force, it is said, at Harper’s Ferry. Such an 
/) advance has been industriously hinted abroad, an examination of 
lt the Potomac and Winchester Railroad made, but I believe it was 
done to deceive. I would recommend that Colonel Jackson keep his 
. scouts toward Beverly, &c., on the alert, that you may receive early 
\) information of any preparations or movements, that you may be 
i ready to meet an advance if made. General Meade’s army is reported 
\} ready to advance. His sick, invalids, sutlers, &c., have been sent 
.) back to Washington, his troops rationed, and only waiting for the 
.§ roads to become passable. Should an advance be made west of the 
t Blue Ridge, I hope, with the aid of General Imboden, you will drive 
it the assailants beyond the Potomac. 

wf Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. EK. LEH, 

General. 


‘| GENERAL ORDERS, ) Hpgrs. ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 

: No. 32. \) April 19, 1864. 

* * * * * * * 
f III. The general commanding directs the following modifications 
i | of paragraph VIII, General Orders, No. 27, from these headquarters. 
i The chief quartermaster of the army will see that they are carried 
‘into effect without unnecessary delay. 

‘) There will be allowed for headquarters of each division one 6-horse 
) wagon. , 
4} For transportation of medical stores of every two battalions artil- 

‘Blery, one 2-horse wagon, 


1296 OPERATIONS IN N. ©., VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA, [Cuar. XLV. 


For the chief quartermaster of the artillery of army, one 4-horse | 
wagon; to the chief quartermaster and commissary of subsistence _ 
of artillery of each corps, one 4-horse wagon. These wagons will _ 
be also required to transport the necessary forage for the animals at | 
the headquarters, respectively. | 
_ For the officers of each regiment, including field, staff, surgeon, 
quartermaster, commissary of subsistence, and company officers, one 
4-horse wagon. . 

For the officers of a battalion of artillery, including field, staff, 
surgeon, quartermaster, and company officers, one 4-horse wagon. 

By command of General Lee: 

W. H. TAYLOR, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


BoypDton, MECKLENBURG CoUNTY, VA., 
April 19, 1864. 
General 8. Cooprr, Adjutant and Inspector General: 


GENERAL: Being most anxious to enter the field in the coming 
campaign, and finding that my rank in the Provisional Army is ap- 
parently an insuperable obstacle to my wishes, I respectfully re- 
sign my commission as licutenant-general, and request to be assigned, 
as lieutenant-colonel of artillery, to immediate active service. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. C. PEMBERTON, 


TIneutenant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, 
April 19, 1864. 
Maj. CHARLES S. STRINGFELLOW, Asst. Adjt. Gen. : 


: 

| 

| 

) 

| 

Ihave received this morning from Colonel Jackson the following | 
dispatch, dated last night : 

Brig. Gen. J. ECHOLS, Commanding : 

GENERAL: I inclose an exact copy of dispatch from General Imboden. I suppose 
““M. C.” means Mount Crawford, as General I. was there when I last heard from 
him. You may rely upon my keeping a strict watch upon my frent and right, and 
the forwarding of any important information, My last news from Beverly is three 
regiments and artillery. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. L. JACKSON, 
Colonel. 
[Inclosure.} 
a) 


M.'Cr 18: 
Col. WILLIAM L. JAcKson, Commanding, Warm Springs, Va. : 


Enemy is concentrating a considerable force at Grafton, under Sullivan. Look 
out for danger from Beverly. Formidable preparations going forward at New 
Creek, Cumberland, and Martinsburg. Another raid brewing. What force have 
you and where? We may have to co-operate. I am guarding all approaches from 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. We will give you timely warning of danger. 

J. D. IMBODEN, 
Brigadier-General. 


I have sent three different scouts to the Kanawha, who will strike 
the enemy’s lines at different points. They were on foot, and will. 
not report for a week or ten days. As soon as they do, I will forward 
the information given to the major-general commanding, I received 
information on yesterday that the enemy had put into New River, 
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at Bowyer’s Ferry, a large ferry-boat. Bowyer’s Ferry is about 8 
nutes from Fayette Court-House, and on the old State road to Lewis- 
urg. 
al am, major, very respectfully, 
JNO. ECHOLS, 
Brigadier-General. 


HEADQUARTERS FouRTH BRIGADE, 
Narrows, April 19, 1864. 
Maj. C. 8S. STRINGFELLOW, Asst. Adjt Gen. : 


Masor: The scouts have just returned ; they report the arrival of 
fifteen pieces of artillery at Fayetteville, and great activity among 
the steam-boats on the Kanawha River. The enemy has rebuilt the 
large commissary house at Montgomery’s Ferry, and is building 
a large hospital at the same place. The scouts think the enemy jn- 
tends to attempt a move through to the railroad. The citizens with 
whom they conversed told them that the Yankees make no secret of 
it, and say that they will move when Grant is ready. I give you the 
report as they make it, and they are sensible and reliable men. 


Respectfully, JNO. McCAUSLAND 
3 Cc z 


Colonel, Commanding. 


STAUNTON, April 20, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE: 

Saw General Imboden to-day at Mount Crawford. His scouts re- 
port that Sixth Army Corps, of Grant’s army, arrived at Martins- 
burg the 16th instant, and Averell left last week for the west with 
his entire command; it is supposed for another raid on your line. 
General Sullivan is said to have concentrated 8,000 men at Beverly. 
Will return to-morrow if no further instructions are received. 


Reel OOK: 


Abstract from field return of the Army of Northern Virginia, General Robert E. 
_ Lee, C. S. Army, commanding, April 20, 1864; headquarters Orange Court- 
House, Va. 
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Second Army Corps, Lieut. Gen. R. 8. Ewell: 
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ye EEEPS OAT oe CNV LSNOE tame tyres Weeds cS neni essa mid a aidie ee aiaieits Seka ye so 556 | 4,894 | 6,383 ] 10,405 
PEROCGS REVISION OME Ae tenia cee orale) or diaicis isi ssicfais eels o vince ons Sieitlsrelatea es 559 | 6,629 | 8,733 | 18,292 
RSH he cis cee OER 6c GIRO Oe tO COE Tle CC ERCP E a ExcRScerie = th rae 1,524 | 15,705 | 20,710 | 32,723 
Third Army Corps, Lieut. Gen. A. P. Hill: 
Staff...... Oat SoboROCn eee 1 JE ACP ERD OOO. COORG Comey Tae 1 Eee eee 16 16 
Jealieresfors\as linatst0hel, Pe 1c coh oace Hempel ate aeiceoes senor unacaenn 563 | 6,489 | 7,910 | 11,991 
ISR A ee ONRpe! Chiles bc soba oo cr BOnEt Mace pMnOUpROSene ee ores oneee tet 558 | 6,948 | 8,502 | 14,349 
[WilCOX;S CIVISiON 72 .)... <5. ees Halel ance oe ates ee ot tate Mtetausis ahs 569 | 7,261 | 8,963 | 12,646 
THOTT lie ed oe Belle ally Gancieadl pelea OREN Tao OIRO OD Se Mice See 1,696 | 20,648 | 25,391 | 39,002 
a Hoke’s brigade detached ; not reported. 6 Two regiments detached ; not reported. 


82 R R—VOL XXXIII 


1298 OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA, W. VA. MD., AND PA. [Cuar. XLV. 


Abstract from field return of the Army of Northern Virginia, &c.—Continued. 


Present for a g 
duty. 2 pen 
o) | 
5 Ao 
Command. g $3 
yi ap bos 
3 2 | 2s 
e | 2 | 818 
e) a a 4 
Cavalry Corps, Maj. Gen. J. E. B. Stuart: 
tate. : = Sse: FN cake iia, + RCN fe Cee 131 Yonseey 13 15 
LAM PCOS GLVISLON Ge). yeis wietels slelsiele steve eietar= REE Fe itaks caer Cioanoateke Meteors 304 | 2,931 | 3,815 8, 192 
Fitzhugh Lee’s division .............-. A ceibisteh smpeticmataaeee eee 308 | 5,001 | 5,872 8,715 
PLOUAL Fat seit Saat eres ca cce las RGGeeaNsi's Rares Sorotemie ieee 625 | 7,932] 9,700 | 16,922 
Artillery, Brig. Gen. W. N. Pendleton: 
Parse Army: OORDSsen, setae aes oa steinasieel aie Gian eicints vie ccistels Riera 18 409 465 592 
Seely Ngeos MA CLig Veloce ptredA doo db ote Hoong CoO AGOgCON Ds Se tooncess 90 | 1,600} 1,977 2, 603 
ind eAM IM ye COLPSeratyacrrie serio ete eee is atesaeiaGie os Soka aloe eae 111 | 2,204} 2,632 3, 368 
FR im ck O10) ds HeceornaeRe On oe BnELOO) cen Be cote os hasonaaia minds 18 404 473 674 
"POCA ar eee che Fae Talo. san alae tel doles ole Sis Se etl Netaneregrslote yeceate 237 | 4,617 | 5,547 7, 237 
Unattached commands : 
(ValleyasDistrict Gites aera sensei oeie arcenileios 
Mar ylang LiIneG ereccemect icine 
PrOVOsu SUALC  reciesfusts esi ae xBu8 
Battalion scouts, guides, and couriers ......-...-.. --..-+-.+-+-=- 11 219 265 855 
Lush ON dea tne aaa ae aan OSH ROPES SHON a ean osos oe oe 88 | 1,272] 1,565 | 2,290 
Grand total 3. ccebactec cecal eeeinesses iid fi ibienioeenincigatomie ees 4,170 | 50,174 | 62,913 | 98, 17 


a Not reported. 


Abstract from return of the Army and Department of Western Virginia, Maj. 
Gen. John C. Breckinridge, C. S. Army, commanding, April 20, 1864; head- 
quarters Dublin, Pulaski County, Va. 


j > j 
Present for | % 3 5 a 
duty. 5 8 2 : 5 
= 8 RE log 
= = -") = 
O43 = 3 les 
Command. a 2 Qa ea 
f g° | & | gell3s 
0) ost yp i) a 8 
SI d 3 Bb bb ) 
cS 2 US| ap &p ab 
) a | <{ < a 
Generalistalh ta sccnar mice o-miceite sinaensemesees aloreeecn QU raster all een eers 21 QL Net 
Hchols) brigade es Seclsciasiss.s10:selele snc sie leoejaiete.qatti eeu eee 1087) 17599))|) 509) || > 1 S72 2454 ae 
MeCausland!s brigade. Dieie. s. wictisiee ae ote state ve sissies epee 89 | 1,479 | 1,479 | 1,695 228 
A5bboVirpinia INLAY) weeds waa) sat siete eine elie er 42 698 698 828 97 
Hart’s company engineer troopsd ...........-.....2205- 2 48 48 51 71 
Mokal inf aiabryiesceactees chee. dua Ye ideale cee 241 | 3,824 | 3,824! 4,446| 5,723 1...... 
W. L. Jackson’s cavalry brigade 6 e.-...........-. -.---. 95 825 823 | 1,026 |- 1,982 )...... 
Lath Virvinia Cavalry: fo.ce..> (me «ce crenean se ceenaciee es 36 509 509 576 S55. \. ote 
a6bhi Virginia Cavalry: g)s se. rye ace te ytieer sensei aye 19 189 189 217 G4 tees 
ith’ Virginia Cavalry O:4 fo... em-<c a <seeriveee tee. oh 31 382 832 406 - 580. iss nee 
Ce MEME E HOE NEMA Aon LSangon scdop roe se saOR gobo ama Bs 2 308 308 375 798) | eee 
37th Virginia Battalion Cavalry, Company H d.......... 4 58 58 69 1084) aee 
Tobal CAVAILY. oa tenet <oseeee:. Leeeen eee Ae 210 | 2,219 | 2,219 | 2,669| 5,087 |...... 


aTen captured. Amick’s company (aggregate 65) now first reported. 

b Taken from return of 10th instant ; none received since, Jackson’s command is on a move and 
can furnish no return. 

c Three officers and 34 enlisted men prisoners of war. 

d Taken from return of 31st ultimo ; none received since. 

e Five officers and 201 enlisted men prisoners of war. Forty-seventh Virginia Battalion Cavalry 
(aggregate 315) now first reported. 

f Twenty-nine captured. 

g Five officers and 74 enlisted men absent in arrest. 


h ge officer and 37 enlisted men prisoners of war, and 2 officers and 3 enlisted men absent in ¥ 
arrest, - 
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Abstract from return of the Army and Department of Western Virginia, &e—Cont'd. 


Present for a 4 | A 
duty. 5 2 Bis | @ 
a gS. B as |S 
or a n Oo by 
Command. +4 2 os | as 
a 0) 3 3 Sa 
p B ap woe |S 
o » o og n 
ro) 5 oO a is} i 
Bol Sou| cena aime 
°o eq <3) 4 <4 AY 
Chapman's (Virginia) battery ..........202:2s0ssescecee0: 4 125 125 135 159 
iBryanis (Virginia) battery @-..<-/525= estses o> 0 veisiesi eos cle 4 128 128 149 158 6 
Burroughs’ (Tennessee) battery 2 40 40 43 SON eee 
McClung’s (Tennessee) battery 4 7 47 53 One eee 
Lupby si (Virginia) battery a ¢ 2.52 4..2.6.c.ce cece ccccedes 4 7 57 62 Ost Rosine 
Botetourt (Virginia) Artillery b....................00008- 5 104 104 116 152 6 
Jackson’s (Virginia) Horse Artillery ..................... 5 78 7 83 90 4 
“RDG SR ie 23|  579| 5791 641] 800| 22 
Grand ‘tote lt e829. neta tarain +0155 atisle nate posts nies 500 | 6,622} 6,622 | 7,777 | 11,681 Rice 


a Taken from return of 10th instant ; none received since. Jackson’s command is on a move and 
can furnish no return. 

b Hight enlisted men prisoners of war. 

c Taken from return of 31st ultimo ; none received since. 


Abstract from tri-monthly return of the Department of Richmond, Maj. Gen. 
hla me C. S. Army, commanding, April 20, 1864; headquarters Rich- 
mond, Va. 


1 »~ ' 

Present for | $ = B re 

duty. 5 2 83 5 

—| 3 B a8 1/3 

643 =) n OD. 
Command. =a 2 ce a ig 
f E ® | &o \ oq 

® : S Fa aa | & 

nS soit eel es 

fo) a | 4 < a 
PrEnOUall ata team teeta Crise wae siete sie soos soa aeesemiencmaccds OR eireiiadl nae Sena 9 i Mee ee 
PRICHINONG WD ECLONSES s 3.5.5 o:01< ciejs:c <iniats or eisie esieesiecit.ac's aac. «= 90 | 1,444] 1,583] 1,822] 2,216 ]...... 
PENAL OMS ETS ACC sere mcimisl, hes emits clacie cle crisis ieleia) ei. «ers 112} 1,57 1,556} 1,992 ) (2/050 5 a5. 
SENET 3 Oil Geet Bes OOas Dobe eo ORO ROBSCHOe Snr Oe oo erter 20 331 418 483 BDO sscterers 
PS WHYASEOIUIL crite eerste sete scscteise easiqe seas 18 385 406 445 BOG Verret 
PdaManwiand Int anbry:s eacdch 2 dekoek odes arliadcae tenons 21 285 285 865 ‘AGG! \ on toee 
i UanCearattD [Boe tego ac erp OB a eee Piers meni LA ee RS 78 | 1,498] 1,493] 1,789] 3,181 |...... 
Cail Lh oose RES gate Ee ne eee 339 | 5,461 | 5,741 | 6,896| 9,879 |...... 
‘Holcombe (South Carolina) Legion Cavalry.............- 15| 201 199 | 285| 307 /...... 
42d Virginia Battalion Cavalry........... .........8.005- 15 222 218 293 G51 Ie Scere 
ReCMNAN VIAN OAVAITY to cect once cnet ces Wecisiiecisien scees 18 294 294 338 BOTS Geer. 
UR eh OME deol ake. 48|  717| vii] 916| 1,6891...... 
CAME NER I VAPIALEA TUILOLY re 220 oi ope. siete sos s jt, 2 ojsiais tiein ordage a'e/> he 4 66 66 80 104 4 
SMightfoot’s battalion 22... 22 ete cee neve e nec s es encnsaee 12 302 823 354 393 14 
Sa Fears OA GUA LION ees feptcpetctoy setae eile acc) oicte vi scasaterenel sie) Hata avec 8 202 200 227 266 8 
Cooper’s'(Virginia) battery coe 1... jes cece eee vere ees 5 92 92 105 127 4 
ML DUAL tera tenes is eee Ac le ae erste els: sha oe haya viniweieare cians 29 662 681 766 890 30 
Grand totaleens ee ee i seri acssoeae 425 | 6,840 | 7,188 | 8,587 | 12,419] 30 


* Organization the same as that for March 31, 1864, except in Hunton’s brigade, 
Twenty-eighth Virginia Regiment, Captain Wingfield, is left out, and Twenty-fifth 
Virginia Battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Elliott, substituted in its place. 
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Abstract from tri-monthly return of the Department of Henrico, Va., Brig. Gen. 
John ps Winder, C. S. Army, commanding, April 20, 1864 ; headquarters Rich- 
mond, Va. 


Present for 


Absent, pris- 
duty. 


oners. 


Command. 


and absent. « 


Effective total pres- 
ent. 
Aggregate present 
Aggregate present 


Men. 


@ityaasrd sores seecr seme -eister ete eee «anil 22 579 5G 659 910 if 59 


@amp Lee. 1.5.2... SOO E Rainacocir ne jobeadparr 14 118 81 120 Hane lSOi ee. os ell eter 
C. S aitary. prisons, Danville, Va........ ..-.. 28 478 519 585 708 3 18 


SEAR Set 8: Posrsce mR pe Ree 64| 1,175| 1,179] 1,383| 3,748| 10 17 


Troops in the Department of Henrico, Va., Brig. Gen. John H. 
Winder, C. S. Army, commanding, April 20, 1864. 


City Guard Forces. 
Col. WILLIAM WATTS. 
18th Virginia, Company C. 

28th Virginia. 
Camp Winder guard. 
Captain Braxton’s company. 


Camp Lee. 
Col. J. C. SHIELDS. 
Confederate Guard. 


Paroled and exchanged prisoners. 
Post band. 


Prison Guard Forces, Danville, Va. 
Maj. MASon Morrirt. 

382d North Carolina, Company C. 
45th North Carolina, Companies D and G. 
58d North Carolina, Company C. 

3d Virginia, Company D. 
18th Virginia, Company G. 
28th Virginia, Company I. 
Hargrove Blues. 


Abstract from return of the Department of the Cape Fear, Maj. Gen. William H. 


G. joe C. S. Army, commanding, April 20, 1864; headquarters Wilming- 
on, N.C. 


Present for B r= 8 
duty. 5, 2 Bis 
aaa ie We ae esl 
Oo 
Command. ~e 8 83 
g Ae op ahs) 
2 : 5 Fa 3 
=“ dj ® &o 
€ ® ES a0 80 
° a a =] <j) 
Generalistare sonata. sossiceietiess oa. os masta eimai ae 10 2 2 12 14 
Postion Willmin pbOn erate einiiceilomalaw cetacean peer ntrte UD sl te viens, Gretel pereta sires 12 12 
50th Regiment, Martin's brigadea@........0.2) tne cece ceee nee. 31 653 673 754 930 
HNSINEET) LPOODS ae. Neate eee lolyert oles ales. ee Rite 6 2 26 76 87 103 
SipMAl COMPS ate miairiascteisielee else A erie) «ia e)= ticle eee eee 1 42 42 43 57 
Hoavy artillery. .catecee oy neta eee ce tebe Raa ee ene: 119 | 2,298 | 2,956} 3,310 4,151 
OEE ep ea conc oSensa bors 5cc06. cone aad of Gasersumee. nucioricdeat 31 412 44 ‘1 676 
Light arbillery soci) atom lege sey pa enes ton eae em 35 770 797 874 
otal 2.004 tk Ae ae Seren tr SRA, aa 241 | 4,203| 4,987 | 5,593 | 6,926 


aThe Seventeenth, Forty-second, and Sixty-sixth North Carolina Troops, 
an aggregate of 3,075, ordered to Weldon, N. C. 


of Martin’s brigade, with 


* 
¥ 
£ 


\ 
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Organization of troops in the Department of the Cape Fear, com- 
pene tae by Maj. Gen. William H.C. Whiting, C. S. Army, April 
20, 1864. 


Infantry. 
50th North Carolina, Col. George Wortham. 


Cavalry. 


7th Confederate (two companies). 
3d North Carolina (detachment). 
5th South Carolina (two companies). 


Heavy Artillery. 
‘ 


Fort Caswell, Col. T. M. Jones. 

Fort Fisher, Col. William Lamb. 

Forts Holmes and Pender, Col. John J. Hedrick. 
Wilmington, Col. George A. Cunningham. 


Light Artillery. 


3d North Carolina Battalion, Company A, Capt. Andrew J. Ellis. 

3d North Carolina Battalion, Company B, Capt. William Badham, jr. 
18th North Carolina Battalion, Battery D, Capt. Zachariah T. Adams. 
Southerland’s (North Carolina) battery, Capt. Thomas J. Southerland. 
Staunton Hill (Virginia) Battery, Capt. Andrew B. Paris. 
Webb’s (North Carolina) battery, Capt. Lewis H. Webb. 
Young’s (Virginia) battery, Capt. Edward R. Young. 


Abstract from statement of ‘local defenses, special service,” in Richmond, on duty 
in Government Departments and Bureaus, April 21, 1864. 


Department. 
B oi 
Battalions. \ B Ba 
3 ; g a 
. DQ b 
2.) Bg es 
es BH A a 
emirate tala Ge eO0 EMRE EMT Me ad ave aleseeh to dry opsnny ate | ope", 81d |o. ot. v4 
_ GE RES a SUS) ch Sak bobs oc dono hridnios bo don Adu Sd Oa BUENO EE mobenonoscJocser ses: BAD Hr aielincte cafe satoes 
_ASET On Eira Jas oO 40 Bob 9 RO SORBED CUMERIND DADHOCE IRE marae BOOMER ees) alle eae 
et Syste INGSBI Crna ae 
311 | 633 wy 


WYTHEVILLE, April 21, 1864. 


Major STRINGFELLOW : 
Your dispatch received. Telegraph General Echols and McCaus- 
land of reported Depa ce of enemy. They must be ready to 


move any moment. [ will return in the morning. 
J. C. BRECKINRIDGE. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 
April 21, 1864. (Received 22d.) 
Maj. C. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Your dispatch received. Iam in a very bad way to move any- 
where, as you will see by my letter of to-day. Major McKendree 
started to Dublin this evening to see what is the matter, but I will 
order him back to-night. I have but two days’ rations on hand and 
one train on the road. I have this moment received a dispatch 
from the front, saying that the enemy were moving over Sewell 
Mountain; only 300 seen by the scouts, but a larger force supposed 


to be coming. ° JNO. ECHOLS 
Brigadier- General. 


HEADQUARTERS FIRST BRIGADE, 
April 21, 1864. 
Maj. C. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 

Magor: I herewith inclose to you, for the information of the major- 
general commanding, a copy of a dispatch received this morning from 
Col. William L. Jackson, 

Tam, major, very respectfully, &c., 
JNO. ECHOLS, 


Brigadier-General. 


{Inclosure.] 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Warm Springs, Va., April 20, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN ECHOLS, 
Commanding : 


GENERAL: Captain Marshall reports that the enemy at Beverly 
are preparing fora move. Heis unable to report the force there. 
I learn from other sources that nearly all the force in Northwestern 
Virginia is at Beverly, on the railroad toward the eastern part, and 


in the Kanawha Valley. The garrrison at Bulltown numbers not- 


more than 100, and there is no force between that and Parkersburg. 
At the latter place there is not more than one company. The force 
there recently (one regiment) has gone to Beverly. About ten days 
since a regiment arrived at Parkersburg from the West, but returned 
the next day for some cause. I am of the opinion, from all I can 
learn, that the enemy either intend a raid or are preparing to resist 
one. If they come I do not think they will move for eight or ten 
days, on account of the unsettled state of the weather. Forage is 
scarce in Northwest Virginia, owing to the failure of the crops last 
year. On account of the war the people raised but little in Barbour, 
Tucker, Upshur, Lewis, Gilmer, Calhoun, Braxton, Webster, Ran- 
dolph, &c. There is no forage from here to Parkersburg. If the 
raid is on this line before grass, horses must suffer. Ten days of 
good weather will make good grass. Large amount of flour is pass- 
ing over the railroads from the West for the Army of the Potomac. 
Recruits from Ritchie County report that there has been troops sent 


from Bulltown, Buckhannon, and Weston to the Kanawha Valley, 


but they did not give the numbers. There were but few companies 
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at those points. They also report that some companies of Jenkins’ 
brigade had been in Guyandotte and occasioned considerable alarm 
and some movements of troops. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. L. JACKSON, 
Colonel. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Orange Court-House, April 22, 1864. 
General BRAXTON BRaGG, : 
Commanding Armies of Confederate States : 

GENERAL : Colonel Beale, Ninth Virginia Cavalry, who has beer 
operating on the lower Rappahannock and in the Northern Neck of 
Virginia, reports that he has positive and certain information that 
no steamers or tow-boats of any kind are in Saint Mary’s River. 
The negro regiment recently in Westmoreland, which came from 
Leonardtown, has been sent to the front ; destination unknown. It 
is certain that a large number of vessels are going down the bay 
and his scouts think that troops are going to the Peninsula. 

Iam profoundly grateful to the Giver of all Victory for our suc- 
cess in North Carolina. I trust it may continue, and that the end 
may be as favorable as the beginning. I desire Hoke’s brigade to 
be sent to me as soon as practicable. Harly’s division is very weak, 
consisting of two brigades and a part, two of its regiments having 
been detached with Hoke. Colonel Mercer, commanding one, I re- 
gret to learn, is killed. General Imboden reports that the Sixth 
Corps (Sedgwick’s old corps) arrived in Martinsburg on the 17th. I 
think it erroneous. No movement has yet been made by General 
Meade, but his army is reported ready packed and equipped. The 
roads and ground are now in good condition. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. EK. LEE, 


General. 


APRIL 22, 1864. 
Col. W. H. STEVENS, 
Chief of Construction, &c., Dept. of Northern Va.: 

CoLONEL: I am directed by the honorable Secretary of War to 
request you to cause to be examined and reported upon by a compe- 
tent engineer officer, as promptly as possible, the fords in the James 
River as far as Columbia, with a view to ascertaining their character, 
-whether easy or difficult, and erecting (should it be deemed judi- 
‘cious) small and compact defensive works, sufficient to enable a 

small body of troops to resist the passage of a large raiding party. 


Very respectfully, yours, 
peg aes A. L. RIVES, 
Colonel, &e. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CAPE FEAR, 
Wilmington, N. C., April 22, 1864. 
‘His Excellency Governor Vance, Raleigh : 
Sir: Last night the enemy landed at the State salt-works and_de- 
stroyed one of them, taking off a number of the conscripts. I do 
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not regret it. I consider that the whole affair was done with the 
complicity and on the information of parties engaged there. The 
enemy undoubtedly were made aware of the withdrawal of Martin’s 
brigade. The establishment has long been a nuisance, and the cir- 
cumstantial evidence of their intercourse with the enemy is very 
strong, and, combined with the known character of many of the 
conscripts, is sufficient to induce me to remove what the enemy 
have spared. In this connection I respectfully refer to my letter of 
22d ultimo to you. If the works are regarded as indispensable to 
the State, it will be necessary to remove them to the Cape Fear 
River. No more salt-works will be permitted on Masonborough 
Sound. The enemy left a number of letters to be distributed. 


Very respectfully, W. H. Cc. WHITING 
"Major-General. 


WILMINGTON, N. C., April 22, 1864. 


His Excellency Governor Z. B. VANCE, 
£4 Raleigh, N. C.: 

DEAR Sir: The enemy landed at one of the State salt-works on 
Masonborough Sound last night in force estimated at 100 to 150 
men. They were not discovered till within 50 yards of the works. 
Immediately on landing they made prisoners of every one they could, 
and set fire to the works. They attempted to destroy the pans by 
throwing shells into the furnaces. They did but little damage in 
this way, not breaking a pan, and displacing but one. The sheds 
over the works, being dampened by the steam from the boiling-pans, 
burned slowly, and were soon extinguished after departure of the 
enemy. The chief damage done was to the steam-pump and engine. 
They are badly damaged, and it will take some time to repair them 
and get them in position again. If I could pump water to-day two- 
thirds of the works could be run. The blacksmith-shop, wagon- 
shop, and tools and stables were entirely consumed. Mules and horses 
were not injured. Forty-seven men were missing this morning ; of 
this number but one, so far as I can learn, iseven suspected of having 
willingly gone. [I mention this. latter fact for the reason that I 
learn it is rumored, and I understand believed by the commanding 
general, that they were glad of the chance to go. I have just re- 
turned from the works, and have thoroughly inquired into the 
matter, and am fully convinced that they were forced to go. I may 
be misinformed. The landing was so sudden and unlooked for 
that the alarm could not be given in time for the men to escape. 
Some of those who did escape were fired on. 

Tinclose communications* from General Whiting, received during 
my absence to-day. I have not been able to see him since my re- 
turn. If I am required to comply with this direction it will be 
equivalent to putting a stop tothe works. It is impossible, with the 
means at my command, to move and run the works on the Cape 
Fear to advantage. The experience I have already had in boating 
water satisfies me that it will not do to make salt on a large scale 
on the Cape Fear River. The flats I have built, and one now build- 


ag ~ * Not found. 


“f plewtatuesintins 


ti 
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ing, for carrying wood through the sound to the works, are working 
to my satisfaction, and will enable me to dispense with a large num- 
ber of my teams and diminish the cost of the salt. My opinion 
is that it would be better to entirely discontinue the works rather 
that move them to the Cape Fear River. What shall I do ? 
Your obedient servant, 
D. EK. WORTH, 


Salt Commissioner. 


Hpgrs. DEPARTMENT OF THE CAPE F RAR, 
Wilmington, N. C., April 22, 1864. 


Col. J. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Richmond : 


CoLonEL: I have received the order consolidating my command 
and that of General Pickett, under General Beauregard. Was it not 
an error to say, “‘ District of Cape Fear?” I commanded the Depart- 
ment of Cape Fear. 

Very respectfully, 


W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Fachmond, Va., April 22, 1864. 


Maj. Gen. J. ©. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Commanding, Dublin, Va.: 


GENERAL: The President directs me to inform you of substance of 
a letter received from a friend in Baltimore, believed to be true and 
reliable, so far as he knows what he writes of. You will take it for 
what it is worth, and endeavor to ascertain the truth of it. The 
main point of his letter is the concentration of Grant’s forces for a 
grand movement on General Lee. Among other statements he says: 
General Ord and other good commanders have been brought to Washington from 
West, and Ord was expected to move from Harper’s Ferry down the great valley, but 
as Averell’s cavalry have all gone to the Ohio River for some raiding operations from 
the Great Kanawha River, probably to prevent use of Virginia and Tennessee road, 
for re-enforcing Lee, and no fresh troops are gathering about the head of the valley at 
all, itis doubtless not intended to move that way. Some think he (Grant) may trust 
his cavalry to destroy road at Junction, and move his main army to east of Gordons- 
ville, but this is doubtful. Averell is likely to play an important part. 


He mentions movement of Ninth Army Corps from Kentucky ; 
also says, ‘‘Averell will be at mouth of Kanawha probably by 12th 
or 14th, but not before 10th possibly”—underscoring his own. The 
President also hears from other sources that there has been some 
concentration of troops in Kentucky. Your information on this 
point should be better than his. Your accurately ascertaining the 
probable value of these statements is important. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. PRESTON JOHNSTON, 
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 
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HEADQUARTERS, April 22, 1864. 


Maj. C. S. STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General : 
- Dispatch just received from officer in command of outpost says 
that enemy were engaged yesterday evening in building a bridge 
and chopping out the blockade. Supposed to be a regiment at work, 
and guarding the workmen. My train will get in this morning. 
JNO. ECHOLS, 
Brigadier-General. 


Mount CRAWFORD, April 22, 1864. 
Major-General BRECKINRIDGE : 


On Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday last Averell’s whole com- 
mand, men and horses, passed Cumberland and New Creek on the 
cars bound westward. ilroy in person has gone west, supposed to 
take command at Grafton. There is a large force of infantry and 
artillery to my front at Martinsburg. I have a regiment at Frank- 
lin, obstructing road to Monterey. 

J. D. IMBODEN, 


Brigadier-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 94. richmond, April 22, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 


XXX. The Fifty-ninth Regiment North Carolina Troops (Fourth 
Cavalry), Col. D. D. Ferebee, is detached from Brig. Gen. James 
B. Gordon’s brigade. Colonel Ferebee will report to General Beau- 
regard, commanding, &c., Weldon, N. C., for duty. : 

The Third Regiment North Carolina Cavalry, Colonel Baker, will 
immediately proceed by highway to headquarters Army of Northern 
Virginia, and report to General R. E. Lee, commanding, &c., for 
assignment to General J. B. Gordon’s brigade. 

* * * * * * * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 23, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President Confederate States : 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Notwithstanding the numerous reports received 
of the Hleventh and Twelfth Corps having come east, I do not think 
it certain. I have had very direct intelligence of the passage of the 
Ninth Corps over the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad about the last of 
March and Ist of April, and of the transportation of troops from the 
West to the Kast since, but I cannot identify any particular corps, 
so many numbers are given. The Eleventh and Twelfth, now 
Twentieth, may have passed over the Pennsylvania routes, but from 
an order reported in the Chattanooga paper of the 6th April it would 
seem that that corps was then in Tennessee. I do not think it has 
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joined the Army of the Potomac. Two corps are said to be with 
Burnside, and the Twentieth may be one. I have sent a man there 
to see. There has been some movement of the troops on the line of 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad recently. They have gone west- 
ward, some report to New Creek, others to Grafton. Averell him- 
self, with his cavalry and some infantry, marched on the road to 
Romney. His destination is probably Petersburg, whence he may 
make another expedition. Only one regiment of infantry and two 
squadrons of cavalry are said to be at Harper’s Ferry, and a suffi- 
cient garrison at Martinsburg. Their picket-line is drawn close to 
the railroad. J have warned Generals Breckinridge and Imboden. 
I am very anxious to get Hoke’s and Johnston’s brigades back, 
Their divisions, Early’s, and Rodes’, are much weakened by their 
absence. I am holding Longstreet for the present near Cobham till 
his troops shall all arrive, and until I can ascertain where he will be 
most required. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. EK. LEH, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 23, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. EK. B. Stuart, 
Commanding Cavalry Corps: 

GENERAL: The commanding general directs me to inform you 
that, in view of the reports of your scouts and those of General Im- 
boden, he is disposed to believe that Averell contemplates making 
another expedition, either to Staunton or the Virginia and Tennessee 
Railroad, simultaneously with the general movement of the Federal 
army. The reduction of the enemy’s force on the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad, in the lower valley, has induced the general to direct 
General Imboden, if he finds it practicable, to endeavor to anticipate 
the movement of Averell and disconcert his plans by a demonstra- 
tion against the railroad and the force guarding it in Martinsburg 
and the lower valley. Should General Imboden attempt this; Gen- 
eral Lee thinks that his end might be promoted by the co-operation 
of Colonel Mosby, and he directs that you will notify the latter to 
commitnicate with General Imboden and, if possible, arrange some 
plan for a combined movement. Great care should be taken to pre- 
vent your letter to Mosby from falling into the hands of the enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES MARSHALL, 
LIneutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp. 


WELDON, N. C., April 23, 1864. 
Pursuant to instructions from the War Department, I assume com- 
mand of the Departments of North Carolina and the Cape Fear. The 
two departments thus consolidated will be known as the Department 
of North Carolina and Southern Virginia, and will embrace that 
portion of the State of North Carolina east of the mountains and 
that section of the State of Virginia south of the James and Appo- 
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mattox Rivers. A prompt obedience of orders, a mutual good under- 
standing, and a cordial support of one another are enjoined on both 
officers and men as indispensable to success. Violations of regula- 
tions and orders must be promptly reported in order that discipline, 
so necessary, may be maintained. 

The personal and general staff of the department for the present 
are announced as follows: 


PERSONAL STAFF. 


First Lieut. A. R. Chisolm, aide-de-camp. 
First Lieut. A. J. Toutant, acting aide-de-camp. 


GENERAL STAFF. 


Capt. John M. Otey, assistant adjutant-general, in charge adju- 
tant-general’s department. 

Capt. Albert Ferry, assistant adjutant-general. 

Maj. Henry Bryan, assistant adjutant-general, inspector. 

Maj. Giles B. Cooke, assistant adjutant-general, inspector. 

Col. D. B. Harris, chief of engineer’s department. 

Maj. E. Willis, chief quartermaster. 

Maj. F. Molloy, chief of subsistence. 

Surg. 8. Choppin, medical inspector. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 

General, Commanding. 


MECKLENBURG County, N: C., April 23, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Str: Allow me to represent to you the extreme importance of the 
most active military operations in Eastern North Carolina. 

Plymouth having fallen by the aid of the Confederate gun-boats 
built on the Roanoke, Washington, Raanoke Island, and New Berne 
may be speedily recovered, and the enemy be driven from Eastern 
North Carolina. 

The counties now held by the Yankees in this State would furnish 
vast supplies of corn and much meat for subsistence of our aymy in 
Virginia, and if our gun-boats from the Roanoke, Tar, and Neuse 
Rivers shall be able to maintain possession of the sound, those sup- 
plies would be readily transportable to Tarborough and Weldon or 
Halifax, and thence to Richmond. ( 

It seems now doubtful whether Grant intends an advance soon on 
Richmond, I[f not, could not a portion of the Virginia army be de- 
tached in a column sufficiently strong to insure the capture of Wash- 
ington and New Berne, by co-operating with present command of 
Brigadier-General Hoke? Celerity of movements, after the style of 
Napoleon in Italy or Stonewall Jackson in the Valley of Virginia 
would insure just now the redemption of Eastern North Carolina 
from Yankee oppression and secure the defeat of the traitorous 
Holden party, now resisting the re-election of Governor Vance. 
The recovery of Kastern North Carolina is in every point of view 
of vast moment, and in none more than with reference to the sup- 
port of our Virginia army. By prompt concentration of forces and 
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by bold and rapid movements the prize can most surely be secured. 
Let a feint be made on Washington, and an overwhelming force 
be suddenly precipitated on New Berne, or vice versa, and success 
will be almost certain. The force massed for these purposes should 
be overwhelming, if possible, so as to insure victory. The troops 
sent from Virginia might accomplish the proposed work by great 
celerity of movement and return to Virginia before needed there, 
oe Grant should advance more promptly than now seems prob- 
able. . 

The moral and political effect at the North of the expulsion of the 
Yankees from North Carolina would be incalculable and would be 
immediately demonstrated in its influence on the gold market in 
New York. Nowis the accepted time for a bold, sudden stroke, and 
every Yankee soldier in North Carolina would be slain, captured, or 
compelled to flee the State. Postpone the effort and the golden op- 
portunity will be lost. Let there be no rest until the State of North 
Carolina is ‘‘ redeemed, regenerated and disenthralled.” It can be 
done; only strike heavily and strike quickly. 

Ihave the honor to be, with great respect, your very obedient 


servant, 
C. L. BURGWIN. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 23, 1864—7 a. m. 
Maj. C. S..STRINGFELLOW : 

The enemy, after removing the blockade entirely, have returned. 
There was not more than one regiment. There is no boat in the 
river‘at Bowyer’s Ferry. I wrote you on yesterday. For last two 
weeks large quantities of forage and other supplies have been taken 
to Fayette Court-House, as I am informed. 

JNO. ECHOLS, 


Brigadier- General. 


APRIL 24, 1864. 
, General BEAUREGARD, 
Weldon : 

Scouts report large transport moving west about New River. Am 
sure the enemy know my condition. Troops reported sent from New 
Berne to Morehead City. Seventeenth [North Carolina] has gone 
as guard. Can you send anything to help ? 

W. H. C. WHITING, 
. Major-General. 


APRIL 24, 1864. 
General BEAUREGARD : 

Can’t you send me two regiments ? The Fiftieth [North Carolina] 
is very small, and necessarily greatly scattered. The enemy are 
certainly fully acquainted with my position, and their movements 
show it. I ought to have re-enforcements to-night. 

W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 
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APRIL 24, 1564. 
General BEAUREGARD, 
Weldon, N. C.: 


Large transport reported hovering about Masonborough filled with 


troops. 
WHE OY WATLING: 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, 
Wilmington, N. C., April 24, 1864. 

General BEAUREGARD, 
Weldon, N. C.: 
A double-ender gun-boat has joined the fleet. Have ordered Hé- 
bert here. Will come as soon as possiple. General Walker went to 
Goldsborough this morning. Better let some troops move here as 
soon as possible. I have ordered Colonel Jackson from Kenansville, 
leaving Major Moore there, temporarily detaining Hampton’s two 


companies of cavalry. eM ee TS 
Major- General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Dublin, April 24, 1864. 
Brigadier-General ECHOLS, 
Commanding First Brigade, Monroe County, Va.: 


GENERAL: Your letter of the 22d instant was received, and I sent 
you a dispatch last evening. I have also seen a communication 
from your quartermaster and your accompanying letter. 

With our small forces and extended territory we are much em- 
barrassed, but on the whole, unless some sudden emergency makes it 
necessary, it will be imprudent to separate the troops too far; hence, if 
there should be a regular advance of the enemy in force too strong 


for you, you should, if possible, retire toward McCausland, who — 


would advance at once. It will not be necessary to fall back from a 
raiding party. Keep your scouts and Jackson’s constantly as far to 
the front as possible to give timely and accurate notice. I am 
anxious to know the exact force at Beverly. Averell passed Cum- 
berland the other day westward with his command. Jackson should 
look to the depot and the two bridges, and keep up communication 
with Imboden. 

Jenkins will soon have a respectable force near you. It has been 
impossible to change the location of the Forty-fifth [vgniel: I 
had given orders for Carr’s company to be sent to Edgar, Bosang’s 
taking its place, when by orders from Richmond nearly all the men 
will be lost to the latter company. One company is necessary here. 
Major Dorman hopes to be able to furnish me one very soon, when 
Carr’s company will be ordered forward at once. 

In the matter of subsistence and forage I am making every effort. 
But for the troubles on this score I should have been with the 
troops before this time. I have ordered long since ten days’ supplies 
to be kept with the troops. In regard to breadstuffs and forage, 
great difficulties have existed, but Iam sure you must have a good 
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supply of meat. Nothing can be sent nearer to you than the Nar- 
rows and Jackson’s River Depot, nor is it possible to furnish more 
transportation. Your last return shows a large quantity. I hope 
the grass will soon improve the condition of the stock. Would it 
not be best to send the unserviceable wagons and stock to the rear 
as soon as practicable ? 

I have directed every effort to be made to supply your wants. I 
know your difficulties. Mean time we must be as economical as pos- 
sible. The quartermaster and assistant commissary of subsistence 
should look closely into their departments. Unless the quartermas- 
ter has a competent set of wagon-masters, who attend strictly to their 
duties, not even grain and hay can keep up the stock. 

I hope to see you soon. 

ours, truly, 
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 25, 1864. 


Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. : 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 22d instant, with reference to detailing men from this army. 
Ihave no doubt that the reasons assigned by you will account to 
some extent for the fact of the excess of details from this over those 
fromother armies. Thereis, however, another circumstance to which 
I-think it worth while to call your attention, from which I think the. 
applications for men in our ranks in some measure proceeds. I refer 
to the assignment to local duties of officers who reside at or near the 
place where those duties are to be performed. I have known instances 
of officers so assigned, when they required assistance, making applica- 
tion for the detail of men from the same neighborhood, friends or 
relatives perhaps, when it appeared to me that the aid required might 
easily have been obtained in some other way. 
This army being composed of men from nearly every State, the 
number of calls upon it for details is, I think, much increased in this 
way, as there is scarcely an officer assigned to local duty anywhere 
that requires assistance who cannot find some friend or neighbor 
among our soldiers whom he can oblige by restoring to his home. 
Even when the officers are not so disposed themselves they are oper- 
ated upon by the solicitation of friends. 

- To prevent this I would respectfully suggest that when it is prac- 
ticable officers should be selected for local service of the kind that is 
likely to require details from among those who are not residents of _ 
the place where that service is to be performed. 

I think that the observance of this rule will not only relieve this 
army and all others to some extent, but secure a stricter attention to 
duty on the part of the officers themselves, who will be free from the 
temptation to neglect their business to which those are exposed whose 
families and friends reside at the place of their assignment. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. EK. LEE, 


General. 
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RICHMOND, April 25, 1864. 
General S. COOPER, 
Adjutant-General : 

GENERAL : Please order Gracie’s brigade from Buckner’s depart- 
ment to Richmond, and Colquitt’s from South Carolina and Georgia 
to Wilmington. Order by telegraph, and troops to move by rail. 

BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General. 


[APRIL 25?, 1864. | 

Major-General ELZEy : : 

One of my men has just come in. Left Frederick Monday night ; 
crossed Potomac north of Shepherdstown Tuesday night; passed 
over Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, a mile from Kearneysville, Wednes- 
day night. The Government had possession of the railroad all the 
previous week and were moving troops up the railroad beyond Mar- 
tinsburg all the week—infantry and artillery. They stated they 
were going to make a raid up the Kanawha Valley. No troops at 
cet me along the railroad, nor at Martinsburg, except guard for 
railroad. ; 


Your obedient servant, 
BRADLEY T. JOHNSON. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 96. Richmond, Va., April 25, 1864. 


* * * * * * * 


XVIII. Brig. Gen. G. C. Wharton, with the troops under his com- 
mand (the Fifty-first Regiment and the Thirtieth Battalion Virginia 
Volunteers), will proceed by railroad to Dublin Depot, Va., and re- 
port for duty to Maj. Gen. J. C. Breckinridge, commanding, &c. 

XXXII. Maj. Gen. R. Ransom, jr., is assigned to the command of 
the Department of Richmond, and will relieve Maj. Gen. A. Hlzey. 
The latter, on being relieved, will repair to Staunton, where he will 
establish his headquarters as commander of the Maryland Line. 

* * * * * 6 * 

By command of the Secretary of War: 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 26, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. : 
Str: General Nicholls, commanding at Lynchburg, seems to find 
some difficulty with regard to the command of the reserves in the — 
counties adjacent to that post. It is important that the question of — 


Cuap. XLV.] CORRESPONDENCE, ETO.— CONFEDERATE. 13138 


command should be settled as soon as they are organized, so that there 
may be no difficulty or dispute on the subject when they are called 
into active service, should the emergency arise. 

There should be one commander to see to their arms and equip- 
ments, and tohave any which can be spared for distribution oroperly 
kept in arsenals and to make arrangements for the rendezvous, &c., 
in the different counties. I think the matter might be so arranged 
* to avoid any collision between the State and Confederate authori- 

ies. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. HE. LEE, 
General. 


RICHMOND, April 26, 1864. 
General Ropert E. Les, 
Comdg. Army of Northern Va., near Orange Court-House : 
GENERAL : Immediately upon the receipt of your note of the 19th 
instant instructions were given to the depot officer at this point to 
forward, as promptly as possible, as many shirts and drawers as your 
army may require. There is a large excess of these articles on hand 
at every clothing depot, and the only reason why so few were sent 
up to the Army of Northern Virginia during the quarter just closed 
is that Captain Janney requested Major Bentley, the forwarding 
officer, not to send any more, saying he had enough. When Colonel 
Corley was here a few weeks ago, it was suggested that as spring 
was about to set in the health and comfort of the men might be pro- 
moted by a liberal issue of these under-garments. He assented 
thereto and promised to indicate by letter at an early date the num- 
' ber he pond require. I was still in expectation of receiving that, 
when your note came to hand. 
A. R. LAWTON, 


Quartermaster-General, 


GATLIN BATTERY, April 26, 1864. 
Colonel LAMB : 

Sir: According to instructions received, I have made a thorough 
investigation of the sound from Masonborough Inlet to Gatlin Bat- 
tery, finding only one place that might be called a ford. This one 
is between Montgomery’s salt-works and the State works, or between 
400 and 500 yards northeast of Montgomery’s. The main is marked 
by a cross 8 feet high, with the outer arm pointing in the direction 
of the shallowest water. After following this for 20 yards it turns 
diagonally across the sound, the outer arm pointing in the proper 
direction. This continues until you reach the marsh on the side 
inext to the beach, the point marked on the edge of the marsh by a 

1 cross-stake. The water in its deepest place is about 23 feet at low 
tide ; allow from 14 to 1 foot and 8 inches for the rise of the common 
high tide ; to-day it raised only about 11 inches above the low-water 
mark. Bottom across, gravel. The marsh is very good—hard ; that 
is, if the main creek be.kept as close as possible. There are one or 
two ponds and creeks, which I think can be passed without trouble ; 
the rest of the road is hard, and can be used except at very high tides. 
The distance from Masonborough Inlet to this place is about 44 
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miles, and is better marked by Craig’s house on the mainland and 
Craig’s pole on the beach (the second high pole from Gatlin Battery). 
Cavalry companies could cross this place at any time. 
Respectfully submitted. 
Ee BAUD LAY, 
Captain Company D, Thirty-sixth North Carolina Troops. 


P. §8.—Should you wish to send any artillery across there, I would 
like to send the pilot I had with me (one of my men). BA 


RICHMOND, VA., April 27, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, Charleston, S.C. : 


Order Hagood’s brigade instead of Colquitt’s, as suggested. 
5S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


HEADQUARTERS, Wilmington, April 27, 1864. 
General BEAUREGARD, Commanding, &c., Weldon: 


My DEAR GENERAL: In accordance with your orders, transmitted 
yesterday from General Bragg, I have sent the Fiftieth [North 
Carolina] Regiment to Rocky Mount, there to telegraph you as to 
its farther destination. 

With regard to the Yankee prisoners, the agents, commissary, or 
quartermaster should notify my people of the movement of the 
trains, that I may make ready. One train arrived to-day without 
notice and without provisions. Please send on the negroes for my 
works as soon as possible. Burnside’s attack must either be here or 
at Weldon or at Petersburg; I think the latter. If in your power, 
concentrate at once. Hither point is vital to our defense of Rich- 
mond. To save any point, everything we have must be put on one 
line of communication until the point of attack is determined. I 
know your views on this matter. Push them if you can. Any 
attack now on the separate posts of the enemy involving a disper- 
sion of our forces seems to me a military blunder of the worst kind. 

If concentrated, we settle Burnside. I will guarantee that in ten 
or twenty days we clear North Carolina. | 
Yours, truly, | 


WHITING. 


APRIL 27, 1864. 
General BEAUREGARD, Weldon: 

Tf you think proper, send the following dispatch to General Bragg 
from me : 

“‘Gun-boat on Neuse hopelessly fixed. Whatever be the point of 
Burnside’s attack, Petersburg, Weldon, or this place (I think the 
former), I hope no time will be lost in concentrating all troops avail- 
able on line of Wilmington and Weldon Railroad. After settling 
him we can clear the frontier of North Carolina in a fortnight.” 

W..H.1C: WHITING, 
Major-General. 
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HEADQUARTERS, Wilmington, April 27, 1864. 
General BEAUREGARD, Commanding, &c., Weldon: 


My Dear GENERAL: Arrived all safe. Things quiet so far. 
Enemy sounding off Masonborough and Wrightsville yesterday and 
this morning, but driven off by one of my Whitworths. 

I sent you dispatch to-day to forward to Bragg if you think fit. 
Every little helps to the great object, and as I have been invited by 
him to correspond freely and give my views, there will no doubt be 
no impropriety in my hinting by welebrape at a matter of so vital 
importance as the immediate and rapid concentration of our forces, 
especially as I know this is your especial wish at this time. I tele- 
graphed Corse as Iwas coming down, and he informed me last night 
that the-gun-boat was hopelessly fixed. I verified this by observation 
of the condition of the river. Represent this to the Department. 
If you require me in the field when you have your troops together, 
and circumstances will permit my leaving here, I hope you will let me 
have Martin, Ransom, and Clingman; if you have twelve brigades 
add Walker’s. All these people have been with me, and I believe 
are friendly. Try and get Law in your command. He was of the 
Fourth Alabama, and succeeded to command of my old Third Bri- 
gade; a most capital officer, and one of the best men in battle I ever 
saw. He is from South Carolina, and now with Longstreet, but in 
difficulty with him and wants to come to me. 


Yours, truly, W. H. CO. WHITING 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE CAPE FRAR, 
Wilmington, N. C., April 27, 1864. 

(Memorandum for General Beauregard.) 

Defenses of the Cape Fear : 

First. Brigadier-General Hébert is charged with the command of 
the forts for defense of the harbor and guarding the beach on the 
east and west of the entrances. His troops occupy positions from 
South Carolina line to Masonborough Inlet, and consist entirely of 
heavy and light artillery. The three main positions are Oak Island, 
at the west entrance, Smith’s Island, between the two, and Confed- 
erate Point, the east entrance or New Inlet. On Oak Island the 
defenses are Fort Caswell and its advanced work, Fort Campbell, 
distant a mile apart, and midway between the two Battery Shaw. 
Fort Campbell is arranged for defense against both land and sea 
attack. 

Second. On Smith’s Island, a very important position, are Fort 
Holmes, a line of field-works from Fort Holmes to Light-House 
- Creek, and various batteries in course of construction. 

Third. Confederate Point comprises the various batteries known 
as Fort Fisher. They extend for a mile and require a strong garri- 
son and a supporting force. When able to furnish this it has been 
stationed near the head of the sound, where Gatlin Battery is. In 
northwest winds it is feasible to land anywhere along the beach 
between Confederate Point and Masonborough Inlet. The garrison 
of Oak Island and Fort Fisher picket the coast from the latter point 
(Masonborough Inlet) to South Carolina line or Little River. For 
the security of the blockade runners great activity and vigilance is 
required. 
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Fourth. Smithville is the depot of the forts, headquarters of Gen- 
eral Hébert, and contains heavy batteries bearing on the harbor and 
channel. Its garrison should be much stronger and a heavy infantry 
force ought slags to be maintained within striking distance to 
operate against an attack by way of Lockwood’s Folly and Shallotte. 
There is no support there now. 

Fifth. The officer commanding the infantry force of the depart- 
ment has always reported directly to the major-general commanding, 
and not charged with the defense of the land approaches of the city, 
theexterior lines. This force, to prevent surprise and insure security, 
should never be less than a brigade. The command is for a briga- 
dier-general. The exterior lines are Virginia Creek, 23 miles distant, 
on the old New Berne road, the left resting on Holly Shelter Swamp, 
the right opposite Néw Topsail Inlet, an important inlet on the coast ; 
Harrison’s lines, 10 miles nearer to the city ; Sterne’s lines, 15 miles 
on the Holly Shelter road, and two positions, one 40 and one 20 miles 
on the same road. The latter are important as against a cavalry 
raid to cut the railroad at Northeast, where is a long and costly 
bridge. The supporting force should guard the coast of the main- 
land on the sounds from the head of the sound to Virginia Creek and 
be posted so as to aid Fort Fisher in case of surprise. It should be 
sufficiently large to furnish a strong detachment to operate on the 
west side of the Cape Fear River. 

Sixth. The post of Kenansville is important, as the best point 
whence to protect the railroad and the headquarters of the lines of 
pickets, which, from Swansborough, on White Oak River, to Kenans- 
ville, in connection with the pickets from Kinston, watch the move- 
ments of the enemy. The few on this duty furnish also the line of 
couriers from Jacksonville and Swansborough to Virginia Creek. 
The withdrawal of cavalry from this service’ is a serious evil to us. 
While the enemy hold New Berne the railroad cannot be secure, un- 
less we occupy Kinston and Kenansville in sufficient force to oppose 
cavalry attacks. 

Seventh. This department has heretofore comprised the counties 
bordering on the Cape Fear and its branches to the South Carolina 
line, including Onslow, Duplin, and Sampson, extending to Warsaw, 
N. C., on the Wilmington and Weldon Railroad. 

Highth. The maps will show that the enemy can attack above or 
below the harbor, moving directly on the city. Necessarily this 
movement would turn the harbor defenses, and if successful compel 
their surrender. There is no time, then, at which a place so impor- 
- tant should be stripped of its supporting force. 

Very respectfully, 
W. H. C. WHITING, 
Major-General. 


WaAR DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A., 
ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Richmond, Va., April 27, 1864. 
Col. JOHN WITHERS, 
In Charge of Office of Orders: 


CoLoneEL: The following-named troops have been moved by tele- 
graph: Gracie’s brigade from Hast Tennessee to Richmond; Ha- 
good’s brigade from Charleston to Wilmington; Fifty-fourth Ala- 
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bama Regiment, doing provost duty at Montgomery, to Army of 
Tennessee, for assignment to Baker’s (Alabama) brigade; the Sixty- 
third Georgia Regiment, previously ordered to Virginia, to Dalton, in 
place of First Georgia Regiment; the Sixty-fourth Georgia to Army 
of Northern Virginia, in place of Sixty-third Georgia. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
JOHN W. RIELY, 


Assistant Adjutant-General. 


Hpagrs. Derr. or N. CAROLINA AND SOUTHERN VA., 
Weldon, N. C., April 27, 1864. 
General 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va. : 

GENERAL: As the instructions referred to in your telegram of the 
16th instant, directing me to assume command at this point, were 
not awaiting me here, as advised, nor have yet been received, I have 
the honor to request that copies of the same be furnished me with 
the least delay practicable. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 


General, Commanding. 


[First indorsément. ] 


ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
May 2, 1864. 
Respectfully referred to General Bragg. 
The Adjutant and Inspector General beliéves that General Bragg 
has already given the instructions to which this letter relates, 
By order of the Adjutant and Inspector General : 
HL GRAY, 
Assistant Adjutant-General, 


[Second indorsement. ] 


HBADQUARTERS ARMIES CONFEDERATE STATES, 
May 9, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to Adjutant-General. 
On General Beauregard’s arrival at Weldon he was met by one of 
my staff officers, who carried a written memorandum for his guid- 
ance in a conference with the general. This conference covered all 


_ points of interest and importance in the department, and was in- 


tended to put the general more fully in possession of the views of 


the Government and of the state of affairs in his department than 
-could any written communication. 


BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General. 


ORANGE Court-Hovuss, April 27, 1864. 


General J. C. BRECKINRIDGE: 
General Imboden reports General Averell in command of troops 
in vicinity of New Creek. He cannot, therefore, as reported, have 


gone to Kanawha, General Imboden will keep you advised. 
R. E. LEE. 
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Dublin Depot, April 27, 1864. 


General BRAXTON BRAGG, 
Richmond, Va.: 


GENERAL: I have the honor to report that the condition of my 
command continues to improve, although I have still to encounter 
many difficulties. 

The infantry may be said to be respectably armed. The cavalry 
was hardly armed at all, but it is now nearly supplied, though of 
various calibers, and not of the best. Requisitions for arms and 
ammunition do not receive prompt attention, owing, I presume, to 
the great demands elsewhere. 

My predecessor found it necessary to dismount the cavalry and 
send fh horses to the rear from the impossibility of obtaining for- 
age. Nearly all the grain has been taken from this department, and 
in some localities many families, especially those of soldiers, are in 
actual suffering. I am compelled to draw largely on the little grain 
in hands of my quartermaster to furnish meal for the troops, and it 
is with difficulty they can be kept rationed with breadstuffs. Most 
of the country in front is absolutely destitute. In a few days the 
grass (which is very late) may subsist the horses. Orders have been 
issued to collect them at once. 

Having stopped furloughs, my last report forwarded shows a 
gratifying increase of effectives. 

Echols’ brigade is on the south side of Greenbrier River, about 7 
miles from Lewisburg ; Colonel McCausland’s brigade at the Nar- 
rows of New River and Princeton, in Mercer County. Col. W. L. 
Jackson is covering the country south of the Warm Springs with 
about 1,000 cavalry (dismounted), and with mounted scouts thrown 
forward to Huntersville and toward Beverly. J have alittle cavalry 
in Tazewell County, to cover one of the approaches to Wytheville 
and the lead mines, and a large regiment and fourteen pieces of tol- 
erable artillery at Saltville. A portion of General Buckner’s troops 
are also near the latter point. 

I propose to assemble General Jenkins’ cavalry, which should be 
over 1,500 strong, in Monroe and Greenbrier. I have a good six- 
gun battery with each infantry brigade. Jenkins will have a bat- 
tery of four guns (horse artillery), and Colonel Jackson has three 
guns, but is not fully equipped. 

The enemy had, on the 1st of April, between Fayetteville and 
Charleston, about 4,200 infantry and cavalry, with a good supply of 
artillery. I heard, two days ago, of fifteen pieces being sent to 
Fayetteville (which is strongly fortified), and a re-enforcement of 
two regiments at Charleston. They are active on that line, and are 
assembling troops also at Beverly, in what number I hope to know 
in afew days. I do not see that we would gain any great advantage 
in penetrating, temporarily, the Kanawha Valley. I prefer, when it 
Bere possible, a movement against the Baltimore and Ohio Rail- 
road. 

Under existing laws and regulations, I am impressing vigorously, 
and yet cannot get sufficient grain for men and animals. 

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant, 
JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Major-General. 
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DUBLIN, April 27, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN ECHOLS and 
Col. JoHNn McCAavusuanD: 

General Buckner, at Abingdon, reports positively that Averell, 
with 2,500 men, was at Point Pleasant seven days ago, moving up 
the valley. Be ready. Ido not know whether he will come east or 
west of New River. Give any news you get. 

JNO, C. BRECKINRIDGH, 
Major-General. 


; ABINGDON, April 27,1864. 
General S. CooPErR: 
There are ten good pontoons here, which I can spare if they are 
wanted with the Virginia army. 
Ss. B. BUCKNER, 


Major-General. 


{Indorsement. ] 


General Lee does not require the pontoons. 


ABINGDON, April 27, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE: 

A movement of the enemy from Kast Tennessee has required me 
to withdraw my cavalry from Saltville. I will probably have 600 
other cavalry at Seven-Mile Ford to-morrow. If I havea fight below, 
can you lend me any infantry for a few days? Please reply to-day. 

Ss. B. BUCKNER, 
Major-General. 


ABINGDON, April 27, 1864. 
General BRECKINRIDGE: 

Averell, with 2,500 cavalry, was certainly at Point Pleasant on the 
20th. My information is positive. He meditated a raid on the rail- 
way ina few days. As soon as I can arrange matters below I will 
_ again concentrate near Saltville. Keep advised in time to assist you. 
That point will probably be his object. How long would it require 
for him to make the march ? 

Ss. B. BUCKNER, 


Major-General. 


ABINGDON, April 27, 1864. 
General J. C. BRECKINRIDGE : 


Probably not prudent to take infantry from Saltville, unless my 
cavalry arrives in the vicinity to-morrow. Will probably know posi- 


tively about cavalry to-night. 
Ss. B. BUCKNER, 


Major-General, 


4 
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 28, 1864. 
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir: Your letter with regard to the recruits received by General 
Imboden, between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, has been re- 
ceived and forwarded to him for his guidance. While it is desirable 
to remove the evil of unauthorized enlistments, I fear the enforce- 
ment of the order contained in your letter will not be advantageous 
at the present time in the valley. General Imboden’s authority was 
to raise a corps of partisan rangers and troops within the lines of 
the enemy, and these partisan rangers, &c., afterward, with the 
exception of one company (Captain McNeill’s), constituted the regu- 
lar Sixty-second, Highteenth, and Nineteenth Virginia [Cavalry] 
Regiments. Jam aware of the great evils and abuses which have 
arisen under the authorities to raise new organizations, and think 
they should be corrected as far as can be done without incurring 
hazard and causing manifest injury to the service. A good corps 
for observation and defense is very necessary in the Valley District, 
and if General Imboden has enlisted any considerable number of his 
men under a mistaken view of his authority, to remove them at this 
time might be disadvantageous. I have called upon him for a report. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. HE. LEE, 
General. 


{First indorsement.] 


May 13, 1864. 
To Conscription Bureau, for consideration and remarks. 
; A he 0a 
Secretary. 


[Second indorsement. ] 


BUREAU OF CONSCRIPTION, 
Richmond, May 19, 1864. 


Respectfully returned to the Secretary of War. 

This bureau has uniformly expressed opinions against the policy 
of granting such authority as that indicated as being held by General 
Imboden, and has always recommended the withdrawal of conscript 
material from such organizations. In view of the emphatic declara- 
tion of General Lee, it is suggested that such material as may now 
be found in these organizations may be permitted to remain ‘‘ until 
further orders,” but with no admission that the arrangement is to be 
permanent. : 

JNO. S. PRESTON, 
Colonel and Superintendent. 


HEADQUARTERS, April 28, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON Davis, . 
President of the Confederate States : 
Mr. PresIDENT: I received last evening your letter of the 26th, 
and regret that Your Excellency is unable to visit the army this 
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week. I know it would have afforded the troops great pleasure, and 
I thinkit would have been attended with benefit. I know not what 
the following week may bring forth. For some cause there seems 
to be a pause in the movements of the Army of the Potomac. It 
has apparently completed its preparations, and for some days back 
no additions have been made to it. There is great activity in their 
camps, change of position, &c., and they are apparently surround- 
ing Culpeper Court-House with field-works. Iam much rejoiced at 
the successes which have attended the operations in North Carolina 
and hope for more good results. I did not expect the return of 
Hoke’s brigade until the work was accomplished or it could be 
spared, but | think it very important that it should be restored to 
its division as soon as possible. When troops have been serving to- 
gether for some time a mutual confidence is established between 
officers and men, and their separation produces a greater evil than 
even the diminution of strength. I have witnessed this and heard 
it expressed by all parties. There are two regiments with General 
Hoke, the Twenty-first Georgia and Forty-third North Carolina, 
which belong to other brigades, and which should at once be restored 
tothem. Iam glad of General Hoke’s promotion, though sorry to 
lose him, unless he can be sent to me with a division. General Beau- 
regard’s presence in North Carolina will, I hope, ward off the danger 
threatened to that position. If now General Johnston can be 
strengthened sufficiently to enable him to strike at Sherman before 
his forces are united it will be attended with the happiest results, 
For this purpose, if even temporarily, I have thought ie might draw 
from Generals Polk and Maury about 10,000 troops. I have not yet 
been able to see General Longstreet’s corps. It is much diminished 
from his report, and I am having it equipped as fast as our means 
will allow. The grass is springing now and I am drawing the cav- 
alry and artillery nearer to me. I regret I cannot spare General E. 
Johnson at this time ; expecting to go into battle any day, it would 
be very hazardous to assign a new commander to hisdivision. There 
is no one in it whom I could recommend for the position. I could 
spare Early better at this time than Johnson, because I might get 
Gordon or Hoke of that division in his place. Jam also embar- 
rassed by the apprehension that I am preventing so worthy a soldier 
as General Johnson from promotion, though that was not stated by 
General Cooper. I hope it may not be necessary at this time to 
take him away. 
With great esteem, most respectfully, yours, 
R. HE. LEE, 
General. 


ABINGDON, April 28, 1864. 


General S. CoopEr, 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 


What extent with reference to co-operation with General Breck- 
inridge am I expected or authorized to move or to accompany troops 


from this department ? 
Ss. B. BUCKNER, 
Major-General. 
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{Indorsement., } 


APRIL 30, 1864. 
Captain RIELY : 


General Buckner has been ordered to Trans-Mississippi. General 
Bushrod Johnson answered. 
Hale: 


DuBLIN, April 28, 1864—2.25 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. S. B. BUCKNER, 
Abingdon, Va. : 

Colonel McCausland, at Narrows of New River, reports Averell at 
Charleston a few days ago. They have also nine regiments of in- 
fantry. They intend a movement east or west of New River. If 
the Tennessee movement is a feint, can’t you at once move your 
troops nearer, say Wythe or Tazewell, that we may co-operate and 
that you may cover approaches to Saltville, railroad, and lead 


mines. 
JNO. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Major-General. 


ABINGDON, April 28, 1864. 
General BRECKINRIDGE: 

IT have in the department about 2,000 infantry, besides Morgan’s 
dismounted men, three brigades of cavalry, one of which is in North 
Carolina, so that I can assemble at any one point at most 4,000, 

8S. B. BUCKNER, 
Major-General. 


ABINGDON, April 28, 1864. 
General BRECKINRIDGE : 
T will move part of my troops to-morrow with a view of covering’ 
Saltville. I have telegraphed to Richmond to know to what extent 
I am expected or authorized to move troops out of this department 
to co-operate with you. The movement you suggest, in order to be 
effective, would involve the abandoning of this department. You 
may rely upon every assistance I can possibly render you. I will 
inform you as soon as determined the location of the troops which 
are to assist you. 
8. B. BUCKNER, 
Major-General. 


ABINGDON, April 28, 1864. 
General BRECKINRIDGE: 


My information about Averell is from one of Morgan’s escaped. 
scouts. Morgan vouches for him. He saw the troops at Point 
Pleasant on the 20th. There may be doubt as to the commander, 
but none as to the troops being there. Every one said they were 
Averell’s cavalry, and they were given out at 2,500. Itis certain 
that there was a large body of cavalry about starting on a raid. ° 
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After a skirmish, in which they were worsted, the enemy are retir- 
ing on Tennessee. I will, as soon as practicable, throw troops in 


position to aid you. 
8. B. BUCKNER, 
Major-General. 


‘ 


RICHMOND, August 28, 1864. 
General J. C. BRECKINRIDGE : . 
The following telegram just received from General Buckner, dated 
April 27: 
Averell, with 2,500 cavalry, was certainly at Point Pleasant on 20th, expecting to 
start on a raid in a very few days. 
BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General, 


DUBLIN, April 28, 1864—3.15 p. m. 
General BRAXTON BRAGG, 
Commanding, Richmond, Va.: 

Your dispatch received. I have reason to think Averell’s brigade 
reached Charleston (Kanawha) about a week ago. An escaped pris- 
oner reports large numbers-of troops passing Point Pleasant in boats 
(up the Ohio) for several days before and after the 5th of April, des- 
tined, as they said, for Richmond. 

JNO. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Dublin, April 28, 1864. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN ECHOLS, 
Commanding, &c., Monroe County, Va.: 

GENERAL: It is hard work with the troops we have to defend the 
salt-works, the lead mines, the railroad, the iron-works, &c., dotted 
over an extended country accessible to attack from many quarters. 
Yet I will do all I can short of entire and fatal separation of the 
troops. 

ss advance by us at this moment is impossible. The enemy may 
advance on the west or the east of New River from Kanawha, or he 
may move from Beverly, or all together. As yet there are no cer- 
tain indications. He may make araid ora generaladvance. Hither 


-you or McCausland can whip a raiding party. In case of a general 


advance we must concentrate. Active scouts pushed far will give 
notice enough to secure this. Should the enemy advance from 
Kanawha in force too strong for you it is not desirable, unless abso- 
lutely necessary, to retire toward the east. This would divide the 
troops, not to mention other considerations. We must expect feints 
to accompany the real movement of the enemy. Your position is 
quite far in advance, but I don’t want to give up Greenbrier, Monroe, 
&c., and you will allow me to say that our intercourse has strength- 
ened my confidence in your vigilance and discretion. Colonel Jack- 
son should collect his horses at once, and do the best he can for 
forage. Matters look too imminent for delay. 
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Small quantities of breadstuffs are procured with the greatest dif- 
ficulty. Employ the utmost economy, and if possible reduce the 
forage rations, substituting grass. 


R tfully and truly, 
gt =e INO OC! BRECKINRIDGE 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS First BRIGADE, 
April 28, 1864—11 p. m. 
Maj. Gen. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE : 

One of my scouts and spies, perfectly reliable, is just in. Aver- 
ell’s command reached Camp Piatt on Monday evening. Three or 
four infantry regiments havealso reached the valley. The force now 
there is estimated at 8,000 men. My impression is that the main 
force will go through Raleigh, as large quantities of hard bread have 
been taken to Fayette Court-House in’ last few days. Their inten- 
tion is to strike Virginia and Tennessee Railroad. This information 
was obtained direct from one of Averell’s colonels. Large force at 
Beverly collecting ; their object is Staunton. I will write you fully. 

JNO. ECHOLS, 


Brigadier- General. 


Narrows, April 28, 1864. 
Major STRINGFELLOW, 
Assistant Adjutant-General: . 

Captain Stollings’ (Forty-fifth) battalion has just arrived from 
Boone County. Averell’s brigade—five regiments of cavalry—had 
reached Charleston. An escaped prisoner has also arrived, and re- 
ports that large numbers of troops have been passing up the Ohio 
River, and they said they were going to Richmond. As many as 
twenty-five steamboats loaded with troops have passed Point Pleas- 
ant in one day. The force at Kanawha is estimated at nine regiments 
of infantry and seven of cavalry. Captain Stollings thinks they will 
operate on the west side of New River. Iam of the same opinion. 
The road will be completed to Rocky Gap by the 1st May. 

JNO. McCAUSLAND, 
Colonel, &e. 


HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Dublin, April 28, 1864. 
Col. JoHN McCavusLanD, 
Commanding, Narrows, New River: 

CotongEL: I do not wish to give up Greenbrier and Monroe, and 
as to an advance, Echols can hardly be fed where he is; besides, it 
would require a union of all the forces. 

‘The enemy is evidently preparing for a raid or a general advance. 
Hither you or Echols can whip a raiding party. If he advances in 
force we must concentrate so that the brigades must not at any time 
be too far apart. 

The enemy has two routes open to him from the Kanawha, one on 
the east, the other on the west of New River. He may also come 
from direction of Beverly. As yet there is no certain indication of 
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his route. Active and daring scouts pushed far to the front will 
give notice enough to secure concentration if he advances in strong 
force. If the troops at Princeton should be threatened by too strong 
a force before you can assist them they must move toward Narrows 
or Rocky Gap, according to circumstances. Some force must be left 
at the Narrows in any case. The completion of the road up Wolf 
Creek at once is very important. 

The enemy occupies a position from which roads lead in every 
direction to our numerous assailable points, each of which is ex- 
pected to be defended, but you know the inherent difficulties of our 
position as well as Ido. We must trust to the earliest intelligence 
and then to the promptest movements. 

Breadstuffs and forage are procured in small quantities and with 
extreme difficulty. Hmploy the utmost economy, and if practica- 
ble reduce the forage ration and use grass. 

Tam, colonel, respectfully and truly, 
JNO. C. BRECKINRIDGH, 
Major-General. 


HEADQUARTERS KiInsTON MILITARY DISTRICT, 
Kinston, N. C., April 28, 1864. 
Col. JoHN N. WHITFORD, 
Commanding Siaty-seventh North Carolina Regiment : 
COLONEL: Brig. Gen. W. 8S. Walker, commanding, thinks the 
movement suggested by you would bea good one, but General Hoke 
is aware of your position and has the sole control of the troops in the 
operations about Washington. It is presumed he has made arrange- 
ments for cutting off the enemy on the road to New Berne, and that 
your command may be required for other purposes. Hold your- 
self in readiness and await orders. If practicable, put yourself in 
communication with General Hoke and suggest the advance of your 
command to a point where it will be available in cutting the lne of 
the enemy’s retreat and can be securely withdrawn to your present 
ost. 
E Iam, colonel, yours, very respectfully, 
JAMES LOWNDES, 
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, ApjT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, . 
Noda. { Richmond, April 28, 1864. 
* * * *% * * * 
- VI. Brig. Gen. A. Gracie, jr., with his brigade, will proceed by 
railroad to Richmond, Va., and report to Maj. Gen. R. Ransom, jr., 
commanding, We. 
VII. Brig. Gen. J. Hagood, with his brigade, will proceed by rail- 
road to headquarters Department of North Carolina, Weldon, N. C., 
and report to General G. T. Beauregard, commanding, &c., for 
assignment to duty at Wilmington, N. C 
* * * * * * * 
IX. Paragraph XLII, Special Orders, No. 89, current series, is 
hereby revoked, and Col. George A. Gordon, with his regiment, the 
Sixty-third Georgia Volunteers, will proceed by railroad to. head- 
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quarters Army of Tennessee, Dalton, Ga., and report to General J. 
K. Johnston, commanding, &c._. 

X. Col. John W. Evans, with his regiment, the Sixty-fourth 
Georgia Volunteers, will proceed by railroad to headquarters Army 
of Northern Virginia, and report to General R. E. Lee, command- 
ing, &c., for assignment to Brig. Gen. A. R. Wright’s brigade. 

XI. So much of paragraph XL, Special Orders, No. 89, current 
series, as refers tothe First Regiment Georgia Volunteers is hereby 
revoked. } 

* * * * * * * 


By command of the Secretary of War: 
JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 


HEADQUARTERS, Apri 29, 1864. 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, : ) 
President Confederate States : 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I received this morning a report from a scout 
just from the vicinity of Washington that General Burnside, with 
23,000 men, 7,000 of which are negroes, marched through that city 
on Monday last to Alexandria. He also states that the Hleventh 
and Twelfth Corps have not been sent to Virginia. This report was 
forwarded by General Fitz. Lee from Fredericksburg, and I presume 
the scout to be Stringfellow. If so, he has good grounds for his 
assertion. If true, I think it shows that Burnside’s destination is 
the Rappahannock frontier, and that he will have to be met north 
of the James River. JI would therefore recommend that the troops 
which you design to oppose him, which are south of that river, be 
drawn toward it. I think there are sufficient troops in: North Caro- 
lina for the local operations contemplated there without those sent 
from this army, and request that Hoke’s brigade and the two regi- 
ments attached to it be returned tome. I think it better to keep 
the organization of the corps complete, and, if necessary, to detach 
a corps than to weaken them and break them up. I have kept Long- 
street in reserve for such an emergency, and shall be too weak to 
oppose Meade’s army without Hoke’s and R. D. Johuston’s brigades. 
The enemy yesterday made a demonstration on our left with two 
brigades of cavalry. The supporting force could not be accurately 
ascertained. He advanced no farther than Robertson River, send- 
ing about a regiment of cavalry into Madison Court-House, and re- 
tired at night. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
: R. HE. LEE, 
General. 


Hpgrs. Dept. NoRTH CAROLINA AND SOUTHERN VA., 
Weldon, N. C., April 29, 1864. 
General BRAXTON BRaGoG, 
Commanding, &c., Richmond, Va. : 
GENERAL: As it may become important to the War Department 
during the coming campaign to ascertain as soon as practicable if any 
of the enemy’s forces from the Department of South Carolina, 
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Georgia, and Florida have been transferred to the armies of North 
Carolina or Virginia, I send you, as follows, the names of most of 
General Gillmore’s general officers, whose arrival in those States 
might be an indication of a corresponding transfer of troops: Briga- 
dier-Generals Seymour, Vogdes, Terry, Hatch, Schimmelfennig, and 
Turner, chief of staff. It may be well to remark here that most of 
these brigadier-generals are in command of divisions, their brigades 
being commanded by colonels. Should it be probable that I may 
have to operate soon north of the James River I have to request 
that maps of that part of the country should be prepared before- 
hand for me, showing all the roads, rivers, fords, swamps, &c., and 
that material for temporary bridges should be collected whenever 
they may be required for rapid offensive movements. I take this 
opportunity to remark that should the operations of the coming 
campaign make it necessary that I should be placed immediately 
under the orders of that distinguished officer, General R. E. Lee, I 
would take pleasure in aiding him to crush our enemies and to 
achieve the independence of our country. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
General, Commanding. 


{First indorsement. ] 


May 2, 1864. 

Respectfully referred for the information of the War Department 
and President. 

Brigadier-Generals Vogdes and Terry have arrived with troops at 
Fort Monroe, and the best information tends to show a general 
transfer of troops from the south to operate against this point. 

BRAXTON BRAGG, 


General. 


[Second indorsement. } 


May 4, 1864. 
Respectfully submitted to Secretary of War. 
8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


[Third indorsement. } 


May 7, 1864. 
‘Respectfully submitted for the information of the President, in 
accordance with General Bragg’s suggestion. 
: J. A. SEDDON, 
Secretary of War. 


[Fourth dndorsement. ] 


May 9, 1864. 
SECRETARY OF WAR: 

Maps of the country, with such additions as may from time to 
time be made, should be kept on hand in the Engineer Bureau and 
furnished to officers in the field. Preparation of material for 
bridges, &c., will continue to be made as heretofore, and with such 
‘additional effort as circumstances require. I did not doubt the 
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readiness of General Beauregard to serve under any general who 
ranks him. The right of General Lee to command would be de- 
rived from his superior rank. 

JEFFN. DAVIS. 


[Fifth indorsement. ] 


May 11, 1864. 
ENGINEER BUREAU: © 
Note the earlier paragraph of the President’s indorsement. 
Secretary. 


[Sixth indorsement. ] 


ENGINEER BUREAU, 
May 13, 1864. 
Respectfully returned to the honorable Secretary of War. 
Indorsement noted as requested. Maps have been furnished to 
and received by General Beauregard. 
A. L. RIVES, 


Colonel and Acting Chief of Bureau. 


WELDON, April 29, 1864. 
General S. COOPER : 


General Whiting telegraphs as follows : 


Great fire raging on opposite side of river. All Government works and cotton 
and private cotton below the railroad depot destroyed. Cotton press and torpedo- 
boats gone. Fire broke out in these warehouses simultaneously. Home guards 
were sentinels on train of eighteen cars burned. Have saved the depot and pris- 


oners. 
G. T. BEAUREGARD. 


ABINGDON, April 29, 1864. 
General BRECKINRIDGE, 
Dublin, Va. : 

Wharton’s brigade, by written orders from Adjutant-General’s 
Office, is ordered to report to you at Dublin Depot. I am to-day 
sending it to Glade Spring. Shall I direct to continue its march by 
rail to Dublin ? Please answer at once. 

Ss. B. BUCKNER, 
Major-General. 


SPECIAL ORDERS, t ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No. 100. Richmond, Va., April 29, 1864. 
* * * * * * * 

XIV. Brig. Gen. J. Hagood, with his- brigade, will proceed by 
railroad to Wilmington, N. C., and thence report by letter to Gen- 
eral G. T. Beauregard, commanding, &c., Weldon, N. C., for assign- 
ment to duty. 

BS * * * * * * 

By command of the Secretary of War : 

JNO. WITHERS, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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GENERAL ORDERS, | Hpagrs. Kinston Minirary District, 
No. 5. r Kinston, N. C., April 29, 1864. 


I. In pursuance of orders from the general commanding the depart- 
ment, I assume command of the troops in the Kinston Military Dis- 
trict, embracing the country between the Tar and Trent Rivers. 

II. The following-named officers will constitute my staff and will 
be obeyed and respected accordingly : 

Capt. Edward H. Barnwell, assistant adjutant-general and in- 
spector ; Capt. James Lowndes, acting assistant adjutant-general ; 
Lieut. George L. Washington, aide-de-camp. 

W. S. WALKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


HEADQUARTERS, Kinston, N. C., April 29, 1864. 


Colonel WHITFORD, 
Commanding Outposts near Coward’s Bridge : 


‘COLONEL: You will order a rapid and close reconnaissance, with 
such cavalry as you can spare for the purpose, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the meaning of the recent movement of the enemy from 
Washington toward New Berne. You will instruct the officer com- 
manding the party to furnish the information obtained to the com- 
manding officer of our forces near Washington (General Ransom), 
and also to these headquarters, as early as practicable. If there is 
any information of interest that can be sent here by 5 o’clock this 
evening, General Hoke would be able to avail himself of it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
“W.S. WALKER, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 


_ APRIL 30, 1864, 


General S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 


GENERAL: A dispatch from General Lee to the President, just 
received, reports Burnside certainly moving rapidly to join Meade, 
and General L. urges the movement of all assistance practicable to 
‘his front. The Secretary of War concurs with me in the following : 
Urge the expedition of General Hoke to an issue at once, so that 

his force may join General Lee. It will be best to telegraph Beaure- 
gard at Kinston, where he went yesterday to confer with Hoke. 
Order B. R. Johnson’s brigade from Bristol here, and Hagood’s 
_ from Wilmington ; Colquitt’s or Wise’s may also be safely sent on 
from Charleston. As Wise’s are Virginia troops, they may be best, 
but you know them better than I can. These orders should be sent 
to-night if possible. 
Very respectfully, 
BRAXTON BRAGG, 
General. 
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{Indorsement. ] 


Major RIELY : 

Make a telegram in conformity to General Bragg’s suggestions 
within in my name to General Beauregard, &c., and send it off to- 
night. Order Johnson’s brigade from Bristol here, and Hagood’s 
from Wilmington to start without delay, and dispatch General Jones 
to send on at once Wise’s or Colquitt’s brigade (Wise’s in preference), 
to repair immediately to Richmond. Also telegraph General Beaure- 
gard to send up Hoke’s force if there should be no prospect of an 
attack by Hoke on New Berne, which it is understood will not now 
be made, on account of large force of the enemy at that place and 
the strength of the works there ae 


ORANGE CouRT-HOUSE, April 30, 1864. 
General S. COOPER : 


Your telegram is received. They are not wanted. 
R. HE. LEE. 


J RiIcHMoND, V4., April 30, 1864. 
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, 
Kinston, N. C.: 
Send Hagood’s brigade from Wilmington to this place. If there 
is no prospect of an attack on New Berne by General Hoke, order 


his force on also. 
‘ 8S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


; ; RICHMOND, VA., April 30, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. S. B. BUCKNER, 
Abingdon, Va.: 
Send Johnson’s brigade without delay to this place. 
. 8. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


’ 


RICHMOND, VA., dpril 30, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES, 
Charleston, S. C.: 


Send at once Wise’s or Colquitt’s brigade to this place; the former 


preferred. 
' S. COOPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 


April 30, 1864. 
Hon. SECRETARY OF Wak, ~ A 


Richmond: 
Str: As the session of Congress is about to begin, I beg leave to 


call your attention to the subject of publishing reports of military — 


operations, It is erroneously supposed that no harm can be done by 
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disclosing everything connected with those events that have been 
completed. Such is not the case, in my opinion, and I have seen 
already some of the evil consequences that ensue from such publica- 
tions. In my own reports I endeavor to explain the reasons that in- 
duced me to adopt any particular line of policy, and those reasons 
may influence my action on future occasions. Sometimes our move- 
ments are controlled by the nature of the country and other physical 
causes ; at others they are governed by an assumed intention of the 
enemy, and frequently by both causes combined. It is no little ad- 
vantage to our opponents to know how we are affected, or what ac- 
tion is induced by movements of theirs, or by any other state of cir- 
cumstances. Particularly is this the case at the present time. The 
operations of this campaign are likely to cover many localities that 
have been the scene of some of the events narrated in my reports, 
and itis by no means impossible that we may have to deal with 
combinations of circumstances in all respects analogous to some that 
have already been encountered, and I feel that I should be embar- 
rassed if the enemy knew the line of conduct pursued by me on 
former occasions and the reasons that governed me. 

I am afraid that much injury has already been done by these pub- 
lications. Ishould be well pleased to have as accurate information as 
to the strength, means, and difficulties of the enemy as the publica- 
tion of the correspondence between General Johnston and the De- 
partment afforded them of our situation and strength in Mississippi. 
I have no doubt their subsequent expedition into that State was 
based to some extent upon the knowledge derived from that publica- 
tion. I have seen comments upon the short report I forwarded of 
the Pennsylvania campaign, which show that the enemy do not,fail 
to appreciate the information it contained, and will avail themselves 
of it should another invasion be attempted. 

I beg that, if it be possible, no reports may be made public, at least 
until after the campaign. Congress can use them, but it is not neces- 
sary for any purpose to disseminate them, and will seriously em- 
barass me in directing our own movements and understanding those 
of the enemy. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. EH. LEE, 
General. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA, 
April 30, 1864, 
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
President Confederate States : 

- Mr. Prestpent: My dispatch of 1.45 p. m. to-day announced to 
you the march of Burnside’s forces through Centreville. Citizens 
report the arrival of his troops at Rappahannock Station. I send 
you the Philadelphia Inquirer of the 26th, from which you will learn 
that all their available forces are being advanced to the front. They 
are also apparently drawing troops from Florida and the southern 


-coast. Lieutenant-Colonel Mosby, who was within a mile of Centre- 


ville on the 28th, the day that Burnside passed through, learned from 
prisoners that no troops were left at Annapolis except convalescents. 
I see no evidence of more troops being brought from Tennessee, and 
it may be inferred from newspapers sent, and from the Washington 
Chronicle of the 27th, that the Twelfth Corps is still in that depart- 
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ment. As far as I can judge, although there may be a large force in 
Tennessee, it seems to occupy an extended line, and_is not yet con- 
centrated as if for attack. If General Johnston could be re-enforced 
from Mobile; or by General Polk, he might be able to penetrate their 
lines or successfully resist their advance. Our scouts report that 
the engineer troops, pontoon trains, and all the cavalry of Meade’s 
army have been advanced south of the Rappahannock. The regi- 
ments of the old Fifth Corps, which have been guarding the Orange 
and Alexandria Railroad, have been brought forward and replaced 
by negro troops. Everything indicates a concentrated attack on this 
front, which renders me the more anxious to get back the troops be- 
longing to this army, and causes me to suggest, if possible, that others 
be moved from points at the south, where they can be spared, to 
Richmond. There will no doubt be a strong demonstration made 
north or south of the James River, which Beauregard will be able 
successfully to resist. I judge also, from present indications, that 
Averell and Sigel will move against the Virginia and Tennessee 
Railroad or Staunton, to resist which Generals Breckinridge and 
Imboden should act in concert. I have requested them to do so. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEE, 


General. 


eee 


HEADQUARTERS VALLEY DISTRICT, 
April 30, 1864. 
Maj. Gen. J. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Commanding Department of Western Virginia: 

GENERAL: Your letter of the 24th was received three days ago, 
and I have delayed answering it in the hope that further develop- 
ments of the enemy’s plans would be made from day to day, but as 
yet I have been unable to discover his purpose. I have dispatches 
from Hampshire this morning of date 28th instant. Considerable 
bodies of troops from the West have been passing for a week over 
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad to re-enforce Grant, reported to be 
the veteran troops of Grant’s old command. Sigel has 800 cavalry 
in Cumberland and 300 at Springfield in Hampshire, and a consider- 
able body of infantry at New Creek, all under marching orders, and 
believed to be in readiness to co-operate with Averell, whose precise 
whereabouts I cannot discover. He was personally present in Cum- 
berland about a week ago in conference with Sigel. Citizens from 
Martinsburg on yesterday report that he is at that place. I do not 
believe this last report. The force to my front is small, guarding 
the railroad, and apparently meditating no advance up this valley, 
though I believe an advance will be made from New Creek and 
Cumberland through Hardy, Pendleton, and Highland to co-operate 
with a movement from Beverly and the Kanawha Valley. I have 
an effective force of a little over 2,000 men. I am concentrating 
about 1,500 of these about 20 miles northwest of Staunton; the resi- 
due I will leave in Shenandoah and Page as scouts and pickets. 
With my main body I will have to make the best defense I can of 
the Virginia Central Railroad and of- Staunton and Lexington if 
menaced or attacked. The great difficulty with me is that I am 
threatened from two directions, New Creek and Beverly, and possibly 
from Martinsburg. 
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Iam much obliged to you for directing Colonel Jackson to com- 
municate with me. It may become highly important for Colonel 
Jackson and myself to unite at or about Millborough, if the enemy 
seeks to penetrate the valley about Lexington. I am therefore tak- 
ing a position on the Warm Sisriiies and Harrisonburg turnpike, from 
whence I may move in either direction. I will promptly advise you 
of any important movement of the enemy as soon as discovered, — 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. D. IMBODEN, 
Brigadier- General. 


‘ ee 


Mount CRAWFORD, April 30, 1864. 


General S. CooPEr, 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 


T have organized into companies, and have commenced arming over 
1,000 reserves in Augusta, Rockingham, and Shenandoah, under 
pares app 22, Special Orders, No. 87. A raid upon us is imminent. 

ask immediate authority to call out temporarily these forces if the 
enemy advances, 

Respectfully, 
J. D. IMBODEN, 
Brigadier-General. 


War DEPARTMENT, C. S. A., 
Richmond, Va., April 30, 1864. 


General J. D. IMBODEN, 
Mount Crawford : 


You are authorized to call out the reserves as far as organized, 
according to your judgment. 
J. A. SEDDON, 


Secretary of War. 


ABINGDON, April 30, 1864. 


General 8S. CooPER, 
Adjutant and Inspector General : 


General Johnson has just informed me that he has received in- 
structions from General Bragg to throw his cavalry forward. This 
cannot be done at present, because the cavalry destined for that part 
of my line has not yet returned from North Carolina, and all the 
rest of my cavalry is concentrating at different points for a neces- 
sary purpose. I will explain more fully by mail. Please inform 
General Bragg that his orders, if given direct to me instead of tomy 
subordinate, will be executed with the utmost promptness whenever 


practicable. 
Ss. B. BUCKNER, 
Major-General, 
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Hpers. DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN VIRGINIA, 
Dublin, April 30, 1864. 
Brigadier-General IMBODEN, 
Mount Crawford, Va.: 


GENERAL: I believe Major Poor, engineer of this department, by 
my direction has seen and conferred with you, but for certainty | 
send a few lines. 

I observe that by authority from the War Department you are 
organizing the reserve forces in Alleghany, Botetourt, and_ certain 
other counties. I have had a work completed at the railroad bridge 
over the Cow Pasture, and have ordered another at the railroad 
bridge over New River, and rifle-pits at Island Ford. These latter 
should be done very soon. By this time I think the road through 
McGraw’s Gap has been destroyed. Colonel Jackson’s command is 
the only one I can rely on for sudden service in that region. He has 
been directed to look to the approaches to these points. I presume 
you will have the reserve forces of Alleghany, Botetourt, Rock- 
bridge, &c., ready to occupy these positions if necessary. 

I am, general, respectfully and truly, 
JNO. C. BRECKINRIDGE, 
Major-General. 


Abstract from return of the Army of Western Virginia, Maj. Gen. John C. Breck- 
inridge, C. S. Army, commanding, for the month of April, 1864. 


Present for g + a 
duty. = z g 3 
$1 5 | Be 
=) 
Command. a . a g £ e 
2 de ap ae 
oO ae) (i) oad 
2 z 3 bb bp 
& ® a a0 ac" 
ie) a Q <q <q 
General Stadheyet tetas leek s citautais vlecole Sralein ei oeie av einee slam een tatetals OTM sm cktee ceva leteas a eustee 21 21 
=| 
Infantry : 
Echols brigade Oi wccxsctassiasy wr wilic. Jesieen tenia udeanuleeres 107 | 1,389 | 1,389] 1,615 2,182 
MeCausland’s DriG Ade Dic. cscs sine eels sce se eualisleins «eaten aie 99 | 1,548} 1,548) 1,77 2, 257 
Wharton's Drie ade S22... acteis tase aiclare: tie wrare ehoctiaauarereitlaetotete stotelelllete oe cette ore meal ore eee esr cnet ae | 
45thoVirginial Neeimient ce ccteaseanshincewos hia wasaeccnmemias fe 42 749 749 840 97 
Bosang’s company........ ... Re SER er inh rrk ion) clans) Nmaees 41 39 48 96 
Mopal infantry te vary eek ee weni toss oasines aeabia meme 248 | 8,677 | 3,675 | 4,277 5,506 
Cavalry : | 
Waekson's brigade. sccscn saci emcee t ERE ceria tes 89 810 810 | 1,010 1,994 
Jenkins? privade (collecting)ie Omi. sere: seme eee ceesteee 115)" 173816 1,332 | 1,616 8, 008 
th Virginia Battalion, Company H.................. wees 4 67 a7 71 99 
Motel cavalt yar nets sac Shee emeanns ce aad Remon 208 | 2,192 | 2,209) 2,697 5, 101 
Arbillery (Seven batteries); 2 aei<tc 00s oie Joe tialleieies seine tea eiienies 30 | 642 597 675 822 
Engineer troops (On€ COMPANY). ..........0eececcsceseeee Sen sce Ts 57 57 61 G3 
Grand totaly cir seat. con ee tere ee ee ee 510 | 6,568 | 6,588| 7,731 | 11,522 


a Three companies (aggregate 229) on detached service omitted from brigade return. 
b Three officers and 33 men prisoners of war. 


c Just reported, and being on the move, have not yet forwarded return. 


d Ble ones and 200 men prisoners of war, Forty-seventh Virginia Battalion (aggregate 315) not 
reported. 


e One officer and 66 men prisoners of war. 
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Organization of the Army of Western Virginia, Maj. Gen. John 
C. Breckinridge, C. S. Army, commanding, April 30, 1864.* 


Echols’ Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. JOHN ECHOLS. 


22d Virginia, Col. George S. Patton. 

23d Virginia Battalion, Lieut..Col. Clar- 
ence Derrick. 

26th Virginia Battalion, Col. 
George M. Edgar. 

Virginia Partisan Rangers, Capt. Philip 
J. Thurmond. 

Virginia Partisan Rangers, Capt. Will- 
iam D. Thurmond. 

Virginia Partisan Rangers, Capt. John 
Amick. 

Chapman’s (Virginia) battery, Capt. 
George B. Chapman. 


Lieut. 


Jenkins’ Cavalry Brigade. 
Brig. Gen. ALBERT G. JENKINS. 


14th Virginia, Col. James Cochran. 
16th Virginia, Maj. James H. Nounnan. 
17th Virginia, Col. William H. French. 
22d Virginia, Col. Henry S. Bowen. 


Saltville. 
Col. WILLIAM H. BROWNE. 


45th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Edwin H. Har- 
man. 

Burroughs’ (Tennessee) battery, Capt. 
William H. Burroughs. 

McClung’s (Tennessee) battery, Capt. 
Hugh L. W. McClung. 


McCausland’s Brigade. 
Col. JOHN McCausLanp. 


36th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Thomas Smith. 

60th Virginia, Col. Beuhring H. Jones. 

45th Virginia Battalion, Lieut. Col. 
Henry M. Beckley. 

Bryan’s (Virginia) battery, Capt. Thomas 
A. Bryan. 


Jackson's Cavalry Brigade. 
Col. WILLIAM L. JACKSON. 


19th Virginia, Capt. George Downs. 

20th Virginia, Gol. William W. Arnett. 

46th Virginia Battalion, Lieut. Col. 
Joseph K. Kesler. 

47th Virginia Battalion, Maj. William 
N, Harman. 

Lurty’s (Virginia) battery, Capt. Warren 
S. Lurty. 


Miscellaneous. 


Bosang’s company (Company C, Fourth 
Virginia Infantry), Lieut. James 
F. Cecil. 
Hart’s engineer company, Capt. William 
Hart. 


Botetourt (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. 
Henry C. Douthat. 

Jackson’s (Virginia) Horse Artillery, 
Capt. Thomas E. Jackson, 


* Wharton’s brigade not accounted for. 


ALTERNATE DESIGNATIONS 


OF 


ORGANIZATIONS MENTIONED IN THIS VOLUME." 


Abbot's (Henry L.) Heavy Artillery. See Connecticut Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Abbott's (Henry L.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Abbott's (Joseph C.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Abbott's (Robert O.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps. 

Abell’s (Caspar K.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 72d Regiment. 

Abraham's (Isaac M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 85th Regiment. 

Accotink Home Guard. See Virginia Troops, Union. ‘ 

Ackerly’s (Albert J.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Adams’ (Charles F., jr.) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Adams’ (George W.) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Batiery G. 

Adams’ (Zachariah T.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 13th Bat- 
talion, Batlery D. 

Addicks’ (Thomas H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 157th Regiment. 

Ahl’s (George W.) Heavy Artillery. See Delaware Troops. 

Aigan’s (John) Heavy Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 5th Regiment, Battery A. 

Aiken’s (H.K.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Albemarle Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Alexander’s (Charles M.) Infantry. See District of Columbia Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Alexander’s (Frederic W.) Artillery. See Baltimore Artillery, Union, post. 

Alexandria Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Allcock’s (Thomas) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 4th Regiment, 3d Bat- 
talion. 

Alleghany Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Allen’s (Crawford, jr.) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery H. 

Allen's (C. Tacitus) Heavy Artillery. See Lunenburg Heavy Artillery, post. 

Allen's (Richard J.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Alles’ (Henry M.) Infantry. ‘See New York Troops, 74th Regiment. 

Allison’s (John 8.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Ames’ (John W.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 6th Regiment. 

Ames’ (Nelson) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery G. 

Amherst Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Amick’s (John) Partisans. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Amory’s (Thomas J.C.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Anderson’s (Hiram, jr.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 92d Regiment. 

Anderson’s (L. B.) Home Guards. See North Anna Home Guards, post. 

Anderson’s (Robert H.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Anderson’s (Robert M.) Artillery. See Richmond Howitzers, post, 1st Company. 

Andrew Sharpshooters. See Massachusetts Troops, 1st Company. 

Andrews’ (William G.) Artillery. See Montgomery True Blues, post. 

Angel’s (Ashbel W.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 5th Regiment. 


* References, unless otherwise indicated, are to index following. 
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Angel’s (James R.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Batteries K and M. 

Anthony’s (George T.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 17th Battery. 

Armistead’s (A. D.) Artillery. See Mathews Artillery, post. 

Armory Battalion, Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 1st Battalion, Local 
Defense. 

Armstrone’s (Jesse J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 146th Regiment. 

Arnett’s (William W.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 20th Regiment. 

Arnold's (Abraham K.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment. 

Arnold’s (William A.) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery A. 

Arsenal Battalion, Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 5th Battalion, Local 
Defense. 

Arthur’s (William) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 4th Regiment, 2d Bat- 
talion. 

Ash’s (Joseph P.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment. 

Ashby’s (George E.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery E. 

Ashland Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Atwood’s (Cornelius G.) Infantry. See Massachuseits Troops, 25th Regiment. 

August’s (Thomas P.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 15th Regiment. 

Avery’s (M. Henry) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Aydelotte’s (John B.W.) Cavalry. See Delaware Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Ayer’s (Ira, jr.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 10th Reserves. 

Babbitt (John W.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Babcock’s (Nathan 8.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 77th Regiment. 

Bacon (William P.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Badham’s (William, jr.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Bat- 
talion, Battery B. 

Bailey’s (Edward L.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Baily’s (Silas M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 8th Reserves. 

Baily’s (William P.) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Baird's (William H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 126th Regiment. 

Baker’s (John A.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Regiment. 

Baker’s (Lafayette C.) Cavalry. See District of Columbia Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Baker’s (J. Stannard) Cavalry. See District of Columbia Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Baker’s (Samuel KE.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Ball’s (William H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 122d Regiment. 

Ballier’s (John F.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 98th Regiment. 

Balthis’ (W.H.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 21st Regiment. 

Baltimore Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Confederate, 2d Battery. 

Baltimore Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Union. 

Barbee’s (Andrew R.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 22d Regiment. 

Barnard’s (Daniel P.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 139th Regiment. 

Barnes’ (Almont) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery C. 

Barnes’ (Charles) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 9th Reserves. 

Barney’s (Albert M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 142d Regiment. 

Barney’s (Elisha L.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Barney’s (Valentine G.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Barstow’s (George F.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment, Batteries 
Fand Kk. ; 

Bartholomew’s (Walter G.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 27th Regiment. 

Bartlett’s (William F.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 57th Regiment. 

Bassett’s (Isaac C.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 82d Regiment. 

Bates’ (Delevan) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 30th Regiment. 

Bates’ (James L.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Bates’ (Thomas H.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery A. 

Bates’ (Willard W,) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 8th Regiment. 
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Batte’s (Peter V.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 44th Battalion. 

Bayley’s (Thomas) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 9th Regiment. 

Beach's (Francis) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Beale’s (Richard L.T.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 9th. Regiment. 

Bean’s (Onslow) Cavalry. See James L. Carter's Cavalry, post. 

Beaver’s (James A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 148th Regiment. 

Becker’s (Gottfried) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 28th Regiment. 

Beckley’s (Henry M.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 45th Battalion. 

Bedford Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Bedford Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See p. 306, 

Beger’s (Charles) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 2d Battery. 

Belden’s (Charles O.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 67th Regiment. 

Belger’s (James) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery F. 

Bell’s (Louis) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Bell’s (William) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Benjamin's (William H.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Bennett’s (Frank T.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 55th Regiment. 

Bennett's (George A.) Cavalry. See Union Light Guard, Cavalry, post. 

Biddle’s (William M.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, Ath Regiment. 

Bidwell’s (Daniel D.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 49th Regiment. 

Bigelow’s (John) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 9th Battery. 

Biles’ (Edwin R.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 99th Regiment. 

Biles’ (Edwin R.) Sharpshooters.* See Union Troops, Volunteers, 1st Regiment. 

Bingham’s (Samuel R.) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Regiment, 
Battery D. 

Black Horse Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment. 

Black’s (John L.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Black’s (Mahlon) Sharpshooters. See Minnesota Troops, 2d Company. 

Blain’s (Randolph H.) Artillery. See Thomas E. Jackson’s Artillery, post. 

Blair’s (M. Lewis) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 143d Regiment. 

Blaisdell’s (William) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Blakeslee’s (Erastus) Cavalry. See Connecticut Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Blessing’s (William) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 23d Battalion. 

Blount’s (Joseph G.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Bodine’s (Robert L.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 26th Regiment. 

Bolinger’s (Henry C.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 7th Reserves. 

Borrowe’s (William) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery H. 

Bosang’s (William H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment. 

Botetourt Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Bowen’s (Edward R.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 114th Regiment. 

Bowen’s (George K.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 188th Regiment. 

Bowen’s (Henry 8.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 22d Regiment. 

Bowen’s (Lot) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Bowerman’s (Richard N.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 4th Regiment. 

Bowie’s (Henry C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 8th Regiment. 

Boyd’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 21st Regiment. 

Boykin’s (Ed. M.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Boyle’s (Peter T.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 63d, 69th, and 88th Regiments:. 

Boynton’s (Henry) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Bradbury’s (Albert W.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 1st Battery. 

Bradley’s (Leman W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 64th Regiment. 

Brady’s (Allen G.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 20th Regi-- 
ment. 

Brageg’s (Edward §.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 6th Kegiment. 
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Branch Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 

Brander’s (Thomas A.) Artillery. See Letcher Artillery, post. 

Braxton’s Company. (Official designation not of record.) See Captain Braxton. 

Breathed’s (James) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Brinckle’s (John R.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Battery E. 

Briner’s (William) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 3d Reserves. 

Brinton’s (William P.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Broady’s (K. Oscar) Infantry. See New York Troops, 61st Regiment. 

Bronson’s (Nelson) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 89th Com- 
pany. 

Brooke’s (James V.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Brooker’s (Albert F.) Heavy Artillery. See Connecticut Troops, 1st Regiment, Bat- 
tery B. 

Brooks Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 

Brown’s (Francis C.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Brown's (Hiram L.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 145th Regiment. 

Brown’s (John A.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 85th Regiment. 

Brown’s (John E.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 42d Regiment. 

Brown's (Morris, jr.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 126th Regiment. 

Brown’s (Ridgely) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Confederate, 1st Battalion. 

Brown's (T. Fred.) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery B. 

Brown’s (William R.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Browne’s (William H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 45th Regiment. 

Bruen’s (Luther B.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 12th Regiment. 

Bryan’s (Thomas A.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Bryan's (Timothy M., jr.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Bryan’s (William E.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Bucklyn’s (John K.) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery FE. 

Buffum’s (Martin P.) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Bukey’s (Van H.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Bull’s (James M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 126th Regiment. 

Bulmer’s (George A.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 13th Regiment, Bat- 
tery A. 

Burke's (Denis F.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 88th Regiment. 

Burke’s (Thomas F’.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Burnham’s (John H.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Burns’ (Michael W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 73d Regiment. 

Burpee’s (Thomas F.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 21st Regiment. 

Burroughs’ (William H.) Artillery. See Rhett Artillery, post. 

Burton’s (John E.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 11th Battery. 

Cabell’s (Joseph R.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 38th Regiment. 

Cady’s (A. Lester) Artillery. See New York Troops, 24th Battery. 

Campbell’s (Cleaveland J.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 23d Regiment. 

. Carlin’s (John) Artillery. See West Virginia Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery D. 

Carlton’s (Henry H.) Artillery. See Troup Artillery, post. 

Caroline Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Carpenter’s (Leonard W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Carr’s (John O.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 26th Battalion. 

Carroll's (Edward) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 95th Regiment. 

Carroll’s (John J.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Carson's (John M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 27th Regiment. 

Carter’s (James E.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

Carter’s (John J.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment (Veteran). 

Carter’s (William P.) Artillery. See King William Artillery, post. : 

Cartwright’s (George W.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 28th Regiment. 
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Cartwright’s (John) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 27th Regiment. 
Cary’s (N.R.) Heavy Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 19th Battalion. 
Catlin’s (Theodore B.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 5th Regiment. 
Cavins’ (Elijah H. C.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 14th Regiment. 
Cayce’s (George M.) Artillery. See Purcell Artillery, post. 
Cecil’s (James F.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment. 
Chamberlain’s (Abial G.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 37th Regiment. 
Chamberlain’s (Frank) Infantry. See New York Troops, 125th Regiment. 
Chambers’ (John G.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 23d Regiment. 
Chapin’s (Robert H.) Artillery. See Umion Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Bat- 
tery D. 
Chaplin’s (Daniel) Heavy Artillery. See Maine Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Chapman’s (Alford B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 57th and 66th Regiments. 
Chapman’s (George B.) Artillery. See Monroe Artillery, post. 
Charleston Light Dragoons, Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 4th Regiment. 
Charlotte Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, Bat- 
tery C. 
Charlottesville Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 
Chase’s (Dudley H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 17th Regiment. 
Chesapeake Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Confederate. 
Chew’s (Henry F.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 12th Regiment. 
Chew’s (R. Preston) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 
Chincapin Rangers, Cavalry. See James C. Kincheloe’s Cavalry, post. 
Choate’s (Francis C.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Colored, 2d Regiment, Battery B, 
Chrysler's (Morgan H.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 2d Regiment ( Veteran). 
Church’s (Morris H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 19th Regi- 
ment. 
City Battalion, Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 
Claassen’s (Peter J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 132d Regiment. 
Claflin’s (Ira W.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 6th Regiment. 
Claiborne’s (James R.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 37th Battalion. 
Clapp’s (Dexter E.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 38th Regiment. 
Clark’s (A. Judson) Artillery. See New Jersey Troops, 2d Battery. 
Clark’s (Charles A.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 27th Battery. 
Clarke’s (J. Lyle) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 30th Battalion. 
Clarke's (Robert) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Battery A. 
Clarke’s (William J.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 24th Regi- 
ment. 
Clarke's (Will W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 85th Regiment. 
Clutter’s (Valentine J.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 
Coates’ (Henry C.) Infantry. See Minnesota Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Cobb’s Legion. See Georgia Troops. 
Cochran’s (James) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 14th Regiment. 
Cochran’s (Thomas A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 103d Regiment. 
-Coffin’s (Benjamin J.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 9th Regiment. 
Coit’s (James B.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 14th Regiment. 
Colcock’s (C. J.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment. 
Cole’s (George W.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Colored, 2d Regiment. 
Cole’s (Henry A.) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, P. H. B. 
Coleman’s (Wiley G.) Heavy Artillery. See Neblett Heavy Artillery, post. 
Collis’ (Charles H. T.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 114th Regiment. 
Comegys’ (William H.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, E. 8. 
Comfort’s (Samuel, jr.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 20th Regiment. 
Confederate Guard, Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 9th Regiment, 
Conine’s (James W.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 5th Regiment. 
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Conley’s (Isaiah) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

Conner’s (Freeman) Infantry. See New York Troops, 44th Regiment. 

Connor’s (Selden) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 19th Regiment. 

Conrad’s (Joseph 8.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment. 

Conwell’s (Russell H.) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Regiment, 
Battery D. 

Cook’s (Alfonso F.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 8th Regiment. 

Cook’s (John E.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 76th Regiment. 

Cook’s (Joseph H.) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Cook’s (Roger E.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, P. H. B. 

Cooke’s Edwin F.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Cooley’s (Francis M.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 11th Regiment. 

Coons’ (John) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Cooper's (Frederick) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Cooper’s (James H.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery B. 

Cooper’s (Raleigh L.) Artillery. See Stafford Artillery, post. 

Coppens’ (Alfred) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops. 

Corbit’s (Charles) Cavalry. See Delaware Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Coughlin’s (John) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Coulter’s (Richard) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Counselman’s (Jacob H.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Bat- 
tery K. 

Courtney Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Covenay’s (Jeremiah W.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 28th Regiment. 

Cowan’s (Andrew) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Battery. 

Craig’s (Calvin A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 105th Regiment. 

Crandell’s (Levin) Infantry. See New York Troops, 125th Regiment. 

Crane’s (James Parran) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment 
and 1st Battalion. 

Crego’s (Thomas H.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery D. 

Crenshaw Artillery. See Thomas Ellett’s Artillery, post. 

Crocker’s (John S.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 93d Regiment. 

Crocker’s (William H.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Crookston’s (Absalom) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Cross’ (Nelson) Infantry. See New York Troops, 67th Regiment. 

Cross’ (Richard E.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Crossman (Horace F.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 96th 
Company. 

Crowninshield’s (Benjamin W.) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 1st Regi- 
ment. 

Crowninshield’s (Casper) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Cuff’s (William) Infantry. See New Yrok Troops, 158th Regiment. 

Cullen’s (Edgar M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 96th Regiment. 

Cummings’ (Charles) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Cummings’ (Emory) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 23d Battalion. 

Cummings’ (Joseph H.) Heavy Artillery. See Connecticut Troops, 1st Regiment, 
Battery B. 

Cummins’ (Francis M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 124th Regiment. 

Curlis’ (William B.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 9th Reyiment. 

Curry’s (William L.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 106th Regiment. 

Curtin’s (John I.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 45th Regiment. 

Curtis’ (Sylvanus W.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Curtis’ (William B.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Cutcheon’s (Byron M.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Daggett’s (Rufus) Infantry. See New York Troops, 117th Regiment. 
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Daily’s (John M.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 14th Regiment. 
Dale’s (Richard C.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 116th Regiment. 
Dana’s (Edmund L.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 143d Regiment. 
Dandy’s (George B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 100th Regiment. 
Danks’ (John A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 68d Regiment. 
Danville Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. f 
Dare’s (George) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 5th Reserves. 
Davidson’s (George 8.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 
Davis’ (Edwin P.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 153d Regiment. 
Davis’ (Phineas §.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 39(h Regiment. 
Davis’ (William) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 69th Regiment. 
Dawson’s (George W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 61st Regiment. 
Dawson’s (Matthew M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 100th Regiment. 
Day’s (Luther) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 17th Regiment. 
Dayton’s (Oscar VY.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 19th Regi- 
ment, 
Deane’s (Charles W.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 6th Regiment. 
Dearing’s (James) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, Regulars. 
Deering’s (Arthur) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 32d Regiment. 
De Forest’s (Jacob J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 81st Regiment. 
De Land’s (Charles V.) Sharpshooters. See Michigan Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Deming’s (Charles R.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 16th Battery. 
Denison’s (Andrew W.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 8th Regiment. 
Dennison’s (William N.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Bat- 
tery G. 
Departmental Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 3d Battalion, Local Defense. 
Derrick’s (Clarence) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 23d Battalion. 
Derrick’s (H.C.) Engineers. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment. 
Deverell’s (Joseph) Infantry. See New York Troops, 108th Regiment. 
Devereux’s (Arthur F.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 19th Regiment. 
Devol’s (Hiram F.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 36th Regiment. 
Dewey’s (George M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 10th Regiment. 
Dickenson’s (Crispin) Artillery. See Ringgold Artillery, post. 
Dickinson’s (George W.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 6th Regiment. 
Dimon’s (Charles A. R.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Volunteers, 1st Regiment. 
Dixon’s (William D.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 6th Reserves. 
Dobbs’ (Cyrus J.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 13th Regiment. 
‘Donald's (William K.) Artillery. See Rockbridge Artillery, No. 2, post. 
Donaldsonville Artillery. See Louisiana Troops. 
Dorrell’s (William B.) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 3d Regiment. 
Douglass’ (Roswell S,) Heavy Artillery. See Connecticut Troops, 1st Regiment, Bat- 
tery M. 
Douthat’s (Henry C.) Artillery. See Botetourt Artillery, ante. 
Dow’s (Edwin B.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 6th Battery. 
-Downing’s (Patrick J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 42d Regiment. 
‘Downs’ (George) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 19th Regiment. 
Drake’s (Jeremiah C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 112th Regiment. 
Draper’s (Alonzo G.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 36th Regiment. 
Draper’s (William F.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 36th Regiment. 
Drewry’s (John W.) Artillery. See Southside Artillery, post. 
Du Bois (Samuel T.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 3d Regiment. 
Dudley’s (James S.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Battery LE. 
Dunkin’s Troop. (Official designation not of record.) See Dunkin. 
Dunn’s (David C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 63d Regiment. 
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Dunne’s (John P.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 115th Regiment. 

Dunovant’s (John) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Du Pont’s (Henry A.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Battery B. 

Durell'’s (George W.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery De 

Dutton’s (Arthur H.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 21st Regiment. 

Duvall’s (Robert E.) Cavalry. See Purnell Legion, Cavalry, post. 

Dwight’s (Augustus W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 122d Regiment. 

Bagan’s (Michael) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 20th Regiment 

Eager’s (Charles H.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Bakin’s (Chandler P.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery H, 

Harle’s (William E.) Artillery. See Palmetto Artillery, post, Battery A, 

Easterly’s (George B.) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 4th Battery. 

Eaton's (John B.) Artillery. Sve New York Troops, 27th Battery. 

Ebright’s (Aaron W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 126th Regiment. 

Edgar's (George M.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 26th Battalion. 

Edgell’s (Frederick M.) Artillery. See New Hampshire Troops, 1st Battery. 

Edmonds’ (Charles A.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 109th 
Company. 

Edwards’ (Albert M.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 24th Regiment. 

Edwards’ (Clark 8.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Edwards’ (John, jr.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment, Batteries 
Land M. 

Edwards’ (Oliver) Infantry. See Massachusetis Troops, 37th Regiment. 

Egan’s (John) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery K. 

Egan’s (Thomas W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 40th Regiment. 

Elder's (Samuel §.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery B. 

Ellett’s (Thomas) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Elliott’s (Robert T.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Elliott’s (W. M.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 25th Battalion. 

Ellis’ (Andrew J.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Battalion, 
Battery A. 

Ellis’ (Richard) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 2d Reserves. 

Hlwell’s (Andrew) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 23d Regiment. 

Emerson’s (Albert L.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Emery’s (Sabine) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 9th Regiment. 

England’s (Theophilus L.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 89th Regiment. 

Enoch’s (William H.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Ent’s (Wellington H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 6th Reserves. 

Epes’ (Branch J.) Artillery. See Johnston Artillery, post. 

Essex Guard. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Evans’ (Andrew W.) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Evans’ (David M.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Evans’ (John W.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 64ih Regiment. 

Bwing’s (Charles) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Ewing’s (Chatham T.) Artillery. See West Virginia Troops, Battery G. 

Ewing’s (William A.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery H. 

Exempts’ Battalion, Infantry. See West Virginia Troops. 

Fagan’s (Andrew) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery H. 

Fair’s (Charles) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 147th Regiment. 

Fairlamb’s (George A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 148th Regiment. 


Faison’s (Paul F.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 56th Regiment, 


Fardella’s (Enrico) Infantry. See New York Troops, 85th Regiment. 
Farnham’s (Augustus B.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 16th Regiment. 
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Parnsworth’s (Addison) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 12th 
Regiment. 

Farrington’s (Preston M.) Cavalry. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Fauquier Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Fay’s (Thomas M.) Infantry. See New York Lroops, 151st Regiment. 

Fearing’s (Joseph T.) Cavalry. See George W. P. Smith’s Cavalry, post. 

Federhen’s (Jacob) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 1st (A) Battery. 

Fellows’ (Charles EH.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Ferebee’s (Dennis D.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 4th Regi- 
ment. 

Ferguson's (Milton J.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 16th Regiment. 

Ferguson’s (Raymond) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Fernald’s (Granville) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 14th and 
21st Regiments. 

Field’s (Edward) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Battery E. 

FPife’s (William E.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 36th Regiment. 

Fisher’s (Marvin P.) Infantry. See District of Columbia Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Fisk’s (John) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 2d Regiment, Mounted Rifles. 

Fiske’s (Joseph E.) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Fitch’s (Butler) Artillery. See New York Troops, 8th Battery.’ 

Pitzhugh’s (Charles L.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Bat- 
teries C and E. 

Fitzhugh’s (Thaddeus) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 5th Regiment. 

Fletcher’s (Samuel J.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Fletcher's (Stephen C.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Fiood’s (Hugh C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 155th Regiment. 

Floyd’s (Eldridge G.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Fluvanna Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Fogler’s (Wiliam H.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 19th Regiment. 

Folk’s (George N.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 6th Regiment.’ 

Follett’s (Frederick M.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Bat- 
tery D. 

Fontaine’s (Clement R.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 57th Regiment. 

FPord’s (Robert H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 106th Regiment. 

Forney’s (George H.) Infantry. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, 1st Battalion. 

Forrester’s (Samuel) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 102d Regiment. 

Foster’s (C. H.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 2d Kegiment. 

Foster’s (George P.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Fox’s (Edward C.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, Sth Regiment. 

Frankle’s (Jones) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Regiment. _ 

Franklin’s (Freeman E.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 34th Regiment. 

Fraser’s (John) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 140th Regiment. 

Fraser’s (John C.) Artillery. See Pulaski Artillery, post. 


. Fredericksburg Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 


French’s (David A.) Artillery. See McComas Artillery, post. 

French’s (Frank S.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Batteries 
E and G. 

French’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 17th Regiment. 

Frink’s (Henry A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 186th Regiment. 

Frost’s (Daniel) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Fuger’s (Frederick) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Battery A. 

Fuller’s (George) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Fuller’s (Josiah C.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 32d Regiment. 

Fuller’s (Nehemiah P.) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Regiment, 

Funk’s (Augustus) Infantry. See New York Troops, 39th Regiment. Veh. aa 
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Furst’s (George) Artillery. See West Virginia Troops, Battery A. 

Gamble’s (William) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 8th hegiment. 

Gansevoort’s (Henry 8.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Garden’s (Hugh R.) Artillery. See Palmetto Artillery, No. 2, post. 

Gardner’s (David) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Garrard’s (Jeptha) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Colored, 1st Regiment. 

Gary’s (M. W.) Infantry. See Hampion Legion, post. 

Gaskell’s (William Penn) Engineers. See Pennsylvania Troops. 

Gates’ (Theodore B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 80th Regiment. 

Gerhart’s (J. Stanley) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 184th Regiment. 

Getchell’s (Thomas) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 150th Regiment. 

Gibbs’ (Alfred) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 19th Regiment. 

Gibbs’ (Frank ©.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery L. 

’ Gibbs’ (John S.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery D. 

Gibson’s (Augustus A.) Heavy Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Gibson’s (Thomas) Cavalry.* See Thomas Gibson. 

Gilbreth’s (Samuel G.) Sharpshooters. See Massachusetts Troops, 1st Company. 

Gile’s (George W.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veleran Reserve Corps, 9th Regiment. 

Giles’ (James) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 29th Regiment. 

Gilkyson’s (Stephen R.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Gillies’ (Charles F.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 21st Regiment. 

Gilliss’ (James) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Batteries C 
and I. 

Gilmor’s (Harry W.) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Confederate, 2d Battalion. 

Gilmore’s (George W.) Cavalry.. See West Virginia Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Gilpin’s (Charles) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 3d Regiment, P. H. B. 

Glassie’s (Daniel W.) Artillery. See SethJ. Simmonds’ Artillery, post. 

Glenn’s (John F.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 23d Regiment. 

' Glenny’s (William) Infantry. See New York Troops, 64th Regiment. 
Godwin’s (Archibald C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 57th 
Regiment. 

Goochland Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Gordon’s (George A.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment. 

Gordon’s (George A.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 63d Regiment. 

Gordon's (John 8.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 13th Regiment, Battery I. | 

Gould’s (Ebenezer) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Gould's (Frank H.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 16th Battery. 

Graham's (Edward) Artillery. See Petersbury Artillery, post. 

Graham's (George W.) Artillery. See West Virginia Troops, Battery F. 4 

Graham’s (Samuel A.) Infantry. See Purnell Legion, Infantry, post. 

Graham’s (William L.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 16th Regiment. 

Grandy’s (Charles R.) Artillery. See Norfolk Blues, Artillery, post. 

Granger’s (Henry W.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 7th Regiment. 

_ Grantman’s (William) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Graves’ (CharlesC.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Graves’ (I’'rank) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Gray’s (Robert H.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Green’s (Charles A.) Artillery. See Louisiana Guard, Artillery, post. 

Greenawalt’s (Jacob W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 110th Regiment. 

Greenfield’s (Andrew J.) Cavalry. See Ringgold Cavalry, post: also Washington 
Cavalry, post. i 

Griffin’s (Joel R.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 62d Regiment. 

Griffin’s (William H.) Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Confederate, 2d Battery. 

Grill’s (Louis A.) Heavy Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery B. 
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Grimes’ (James F.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 17th Regiment. 
Griswold’s (Charles E.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 56th Regiment. 
Gross’ (Frank P.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 72d Company. 
_ Grover’s (Andrew J.) Cavalry. See Vermont Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Grover’s (Ira G.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 7th Regiment. 
Grubb’s (Peter) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 4th Regiment. 
Guiney’s (Patrick R.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 9th Regiment. 
Guion’s (George M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 148th Regiment. 
Guss’ (George W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 138th Regiment. 
Guss’ (Henry R.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 97th Regiment. 
Gustin’s (Richard) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 12th Reserves. 
Guthrie’s (Herbert F.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment, Battery G. 
Gwyn’s (James) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 118th Regiment. 
Hagans’ (Harrison H.) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Haggard’s (Calvin) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
Hale’s (Oscar A.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 6th Regiment. 
Hall's (Caldwell K.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 14th Regiment. 
Hall’s (H. Seymour) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 43d Regiment. 
Hall’s (Isaac B.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery A. 
Hall’s (Norman J.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 7th Regiment. 
Hall’s (Thomas M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 121st Regiment. 
Hamblin’s (Joseph E.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 65th Regiment. 
Hamilton’s (Edgar A.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 7th Regiment. 
Hammell’s (John 8.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 66th Regiment. 
Hammond’s (John) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 5th Regiment. 
Hampden Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 
Hampton Legion. See South Carolina Troops. 
Hankins’ (James De Witt) Artillery. See Surry Artillery, post. 
Hanley’s (Patrick T.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 9th Regiment. 
Hapgood’s (Charles E.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 5th Regiment. 
_ Hardaway Artillery. See William B. Hurt’s Artillery, post. 
Hardin's (Mark B.) Heavy Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 18th Bat- 
talion. 
Hargrove Blues, Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 
Harhaus’ (Otto) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 2d Regiment. 
Harlan’s (J. G.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 5th Regiment. 
Harman’s (Edwin H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 45th Regiment. 
Harman’s (William N.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 47th Battalion. 
-Harn’s (William A.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Battery. 
Harriman’s (Walter) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 11th Regiment. 
Harrison’s (A. T.) Infantry. See*Virginia Troops, Confederate, 30th Regiment. 
Harrison’s (C.S.) Heavy Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 10th Battalion, 
Battery D. = 
Hart’s (George D.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 5th Regiment. 
Hart’s (James F.) Artillery. See Washington (S. C.) Artillery, post. 
Hart’s (Patrick) Artillery. See New York Troops, 15th Battery. 
Hart’s (William T.) Engineers. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment. 
Hartshorne’s (William R.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 13th Reserves. 
Hastings’ (Charles W.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 12th Regiment. 
Hastings’ (George S.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 24th Battery. 
Haurand’s (August) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 4th Regiment. 9 
Hawkes’ (George P.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 21st Regiment: 
Hawkins’ (William J.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, sith Regiment, Bat- 
tery F. 
Hawthorn’s (Aldus F.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 157th Legiment, 


1348 OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA., W. VA, MD., AND PA. [Cuar. XLV. 


Hayes’ (Albert W.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Keserve Corps, 19th Regi- 
ment. 
Hayes’ (Joseph) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 18th Regiment. 
Hazard’s (John G.) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery B. 
Head's (Henry T.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 84th Regiment. 
Heaton’s (Edward) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Batteries B 
and L. j 
Heine's (Charles) Artillery. See Michigan Troops, 14th Battery. 
Helwig’s (Frank B.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 34th Regiment. 
Hennisee’s (Argalus G.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, E. 8. 
Henry’s (William, jr.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Henry’s (William W.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 10th Regiment. 
Hensley’s (James O.) Heavy Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 10th Bat- 
talion. 
Herbert’s (James R.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment. 
Hero’s (Andrew, jr.) Artillery. See Washington (La.) Artillery, post, 3d Battery. 
Hexamer’s (William) Artillery. See New Jersey Troops, 1st Battery. 
Higgins’ (Jacob) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 22d Regiment. 
Hight’s (Thomas) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 31st Regiment. 
Hill’s (Hannibal)Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 62d Regiment. 
Hill’s (Wallace) Artillery. See West Virginia Troops, Battery C. 
Hill’s (William A.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment. 
Hillis’ (David D.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery D. 
Hines’ (Jonathan D.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 12th Regiment. 
Hobensack’s (John) Cavalry. See New Jersey Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Hoffman’s (John J.) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troops, 2d Regiment. 
Hoffman’s (William) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 13th Regiment, Bat- 
tery B. 
Hofmann’s (J. William) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 56th Regiment. 
Holcombe Legion. See South Carolina Troops. 
Holman’s (John H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 1st Regiment. 
Holmes’ (James H.) Artillery. See West Virginia Troops, Battery H. 
Holt’s (Thomas) Infantry. See New York Troops, 74th Regiment. 
Hooper’s (I. Harris) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 15th Regiment. 
_ Hopkins’ (George G.) Heavy Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 5th Regiment, Bat- 
tery E. 
Hopper’s (George C.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 1st Regiment. 
. Horn’s (John W.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 6th Regiment. 
Hovey’s (Charles H.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 13th Regiment. 
Howell’s (John H.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery M. 
Hudson’s (Edward McK.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 14th Regiment. 
Hudson’s (Henry W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 82d Regiment. 
Huger Artillery. See Joseph D. Moore’s Artillery, post. 
Hughes’ (JamesG.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 39th Regiment. 
Hugo’s (William H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 70th Regiment. 
Huidekoper’s (Henry 8.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 150th Regiment. 
Hulings’ (Thomas M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 49th Regiment. 
Hull’s (James C.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 62d Regiment. 
Hullinger’s (Josiah C.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 21st Regiment. 
Hume’s (F. Charles) Cavalry Scouts. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 42d Battal- 
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Humphrey’s (William) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Hunt’s (John S.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Battery L. 
Huntley’s (John H.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, P, H. B, 
Hurt’s (William B,) Artillery. See Alabama Troops, — 
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Euston’s (John 8.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 7th Regiment. 
Hutchins’ (Benjamin T.) Cavalry. See New Hampshire Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Hyde's (Robert H. 8S.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 15th Regiment. 
frish’s (Nathaniel) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery I. 
irvin’s (John) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 149th Regiment. 
Irwin Artillery. See Sumter Artillery, post, Battery C. 
Jackson’s (Samuel M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Reserves. 
Jackson’s (Thomas E.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 
Jaehne’s (Julius) Cavalry. See Jilinois Troops, 16th Regiment. 
James City Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 
Janeway’s (Hugh H.) Cavalry. See New Jersey Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Jeff. Davis Artillery. See Alabama Troops. 
Jeff. Davis Legion, Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops. 
Jenckes’ (Henry C,) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, 2d Regiment. 
Jenkins’ (David T.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 146th Regiment. 
Jenkins’ (Horatio, jr.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 40th Regiment. 
Jenkins’ (Samuel H.) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 3d Regiment. 
Jewett’s (Albert B.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 10th Regiment. 
Johannes’ (John G.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 8th Regiment. 
Johns’ (Thomas D.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 7th Regiment. 
Johnson’s (Daniel D.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 14th Regiment. 
Johnson’s (Dutee, jr.) Heavy Artillery. See Rhode TIsland Troops, 5th Regiment, Bat- 
tery A. 
Johnson’s (George W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 49th Regiment. 
Johnson’s (James) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps. 
Johnson’s (John T.) Artillery. See George 8. Davidson’s Artillery, ante. 
Johnson’s (Thomas I.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 
Johnston Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 
Jones’ (Andrew J.) Heavy Artillery. See Pamunkey Heavy Artillery, post. 
Jones’ (Archibald F.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 53d Regiment. 
Jones’ (Beuhring H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 60th Regiment. 
Jones’ (Edward J.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 11th Battery. 
_Jones' (Edward 8.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 3d Regiment. 
Jones’ (George W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 150th Regiment. 
Jones’ (John G.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 35th Regiment. 
Jones’ (Noah) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Jordan’s (John V.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 31st Regiment. 
Jordan’s (Robert B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 84th Regiment. 
‘Ealt’s (Hyron) infantry. See New York Troops, 158th Regiment. 
Karples’ (Henry M.) Infantry, See New York Troops, 52d Regiment. 
Keenan’s (John B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Regiment. 
Eeene’s (John R.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, ist Regiment, E. S. 
Keeper’s (John V.) Artillery. See West Virginia Troops, Battery B. 
Keese’s (Oliver, jr.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 118th Regiment. 
Keifer’s (J. Warren) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 110th Regiment. 
Kelley’s Artillery. (Official designation not of record.) See Lieutenant Kelley. 
Kelley's (Samuel H.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 9th Regiment. 
Kelloge’s (ElishaS.) Heavy Artillery. See Connecticut Troops, 2d Regiment. 
Kelloge’s (Horace) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 123d Regiment. 
Kelloge’s (Josiah H.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 17th Regiment. 
Kelly’s (James R.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment, Batteries C, | 
F, and K. 
Kenan’s (Thomas S$.) infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 43d Bank 
ment. 
Kennedy’s (John T.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 62d Regiment. 
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Kenny’s (William) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Kerwin’s (Michael) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 13th Kegiment. 

Kesler’s (Joseph K.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 46th Battalion. 

Ketchum’s (William A.) Engineers. See New York Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Kevill’s (Thomas) Artillery. See United Artillery, post. 

Keyes’ (Daniel M.) Cavalry. See Loudoun Rangers, post. 

Kidd’s (James H.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, Gth Regiment. 

Kiddoo’s (Joseph B.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 22d Regiment. 

Kimball’s (Melville C.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 4th Battery. 

Kimball’s (Thomas D.) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Regiment, 
Batteries A and B. ' 

Kincheloe’s (JamesC.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

King’s (William H.) Infantry. SeeWorth Carolina Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

King and Queen Home Guards. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

King William Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Eleinz’s (Christopher) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Kleiser’s (Alfred von) Artillery. See New York Troops, 30th Battery. 

Knight’s (Napoleon B.) Cavalry. See Delaware Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Knox’s (Edward B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 44th Regiment. 

Knox’s (Robert T.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battalion, 
50th Company. 

Kochersperger’s (Charles) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 71st Regiment. 

Kobhler’s (John B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 98th Regiment. 

Kopp’s (William) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 82d Regiment. 

Kunkle’s (Michael) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 56th Regiment. 

Kusserow’s (Charles) Artillery. See New York Troops, 32d Battery. 

Ladd’s (James D.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 8th Battery. 

Lafayette Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops. 

Lakeman’s (Moses B.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Lamb’s (John C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate,17th Regiment. 

Lamkin’s (James N.) Artillery. See Nelson Artillery, post. 

La Motte’s (Charles E.) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Langley’s (John F.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Lansing’s (Jacob H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 86th Regiment. 

Latham’s (George R.) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Lazelle’s (Henry M.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Lee Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Lee’s (Horace C.) Infantry. See iassachusetts Troops, 27th Regiment. 

Lee’s (Richard H.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 16th Battery. 

Le Gendre’s (Charles W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 51st Regiment. 

Lehmann’s (Theodore F_) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 103d Regiment. 

Leib’s (Edward H.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment. 

Leidy’s (Asher 8.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 99th Regiment. 

Lemon’s (William) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 8th Reserves. 

. Leonard’s (John) Infantry. See New York Troops, 72d Regiment. 

Lessig’s (William H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 96th Regimeni. 

Letcher Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Levi's (John T.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Lewis’ (George W.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Lewis’ (James) Infantry, See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps. 

Lewis’ (John R.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Lewis’ (John W.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Lewis’ (William) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Lincoln Cavalry. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Lincoln’s (Theodore, jr.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, Gth Regiment. 
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Lipscomb's (T. J.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Ti roops, 2d Regiment. 
Little Fork Rangers, Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment. 


‘Lloyd’s (Samuel T,) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 121st Regiment. 


Lockhart’s (John) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 72d Regiment. 

Lockwood’s (Abram L.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 120th Regiment. 

Lockwood’s (Jonathan H.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Long’s (James W.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment. 

Long’s (John S.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 93d Regiment. 

Long’s (William W.) Cavalry. See Jilinois Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Lord’s (Nathan B.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Loudoun Rangers, Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Union. 

Louisiana Guard, Artillery. See Louisiana Troops. 

Love’s (James R.) Infantry. See W. H. Zhomas’ Legion, post. 

Low’s (Thomas) Artillery. See New York Troops, 23d Battery. 

Lowry’s (Francis M.) Artillery. See West Virginia Troops, Battery E. 

Lowry’s (William M.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Luce’s (Constant) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Lumbard’s (George W.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Lunenburg Heavy Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Lurty’s (Warren 8.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Lusk’s (Isaac M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 111th Regiment. 

Lusk’s (Thurlow W.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 1st Regiment. * 

Lyle’s (Peter) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 90th Regiment. 

Lynch’s (Charles M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 145th Regiment. 

Lynch’s (William A.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 42d Regiment. 

Lyons’ (Charles A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

McAfee’s (John) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery L. 

McAfee’s (Lee M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 49th Regiment. 

McAllister’s (Robert) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 11th Regiment. 

McCabe's (George F.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 13th Regiment. 

McCalmont’s (Alfred B.) Infantry, See Pennsylvania Troops, 142d Regiment. 

McCarthy’s (Edward 8.) Artillery. See Richmond Howitzers, post, 1st Company. 

McCartney’s (William H.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 1st (A) Battery. 

McCaslin’s (Maxwell) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 15th Regiment. 

McChesney’s (Joseph M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 1st Regi- 
ment. 

McClanahan’s (J.H.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

McClennan’s (Matthew R.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 138th Regiment. 

McClung’s (A. P.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 14th Regiment. 

McClung’s (Hugh L. W.) Artillery. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate. 

McClure’s (William S.) Cavalry. See /ndiana Troops, 3d Regiment. 

McComas Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 


-McConihe’s (John) Infantry. See New York Troops, 169th Regiment. 


McConihe’s (Samuel) Infantry. See New York Troops, 93d Regiment. 

McConn’s (George W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 158th Regiment. 

MacConnell’s (Charles C,) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, Sth Regiment, 
Battery I. 

McCoy’s (De Witt C.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 83d Regiment. 

McCullough’s (John I.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 140th Regiment. 

McCullough’s (Peter) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 2d Regiment. 

MacDonald's (Christopher R.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 47th Regiment. 

McDonough’s (Patrick) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 2d Reserves. 

McBlroy’s (James N.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 60th Regiment. 

McFadden’s (William) Infantry. See New York Troops, 59th Ieyiment. 

McGilvray’s (John) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Battery C. 
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McGowan’s (Thomas 8.) Infantry. See Patapsco Guards, post. 

McGrath's (Eugene, sr.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 5th Regiment, 
Battery F. 

McGraw’s (Joseph) Artillery. See Purcell Artillery, post. 

McGregor’s (William M.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

McGruder’s (William M.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 42d Battalion. 

MclIlrath’s (James P.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 23d Regiment. 

MclIntyre’s (Martin V.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 7th Battery. 

MclIvor's (James P.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 170th Regiment. 

McKamy’s (James A.) Infantry. See W. H, Thomas’ Legion, post. 

McKee’s (Samuel A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 155th Regiment. 

McKeen’s (H. Boyd) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 81st Regiment. 

McKethan’s (Hector) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 51st Regi- 
ment. 

McKiernan’s (James) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 7th Regiment. 

McKinley’s (Norval) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, P. H. B. 

McKnight’s (George F.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 12th Battery. 

McKnight’'s (James) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Battery M. 

McLaughlen’s (Napoleon B.) Infantry. See Massachusetis Troops, ist Regiment. 

McLaughlin’s (Robert W.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 13th Regiment, 
Battery I. 

MclLean’s (George P.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 183d Regiment. 

McMahan’s (John) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troops, 2d Regiment. 

McMahon's (Andrew R.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 15th Battery. 

McMahon’s (James P.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 164th Regiment. 

McMichael’s (Richards) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 53d Regiment. 

McMullin’s (James R.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 1st Battery. 

McNary’s (William H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 158th Regiment. 

McNeel’s (William L.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 19th Regiment. 

McNeill’s (John H.) Partisans. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Macon Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

McPherson’s (Samuel W.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 25th Regiment. 

McReynolds’ (Andrew T.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment. & 

McVicker’s (George W.) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Macy’s (George N.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Madill’s (Henry J.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 141st Regiment. 

Madison Artillery. See Louisiana Troops. 

Madison Light Artillery. See Mississippi Troops. 

Magee’s (J. J.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Maginnis’ (James) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Majtheny’s (Theodore) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Manly’s (Basil C.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, 
Battery A. 

Mann's (Daniel P.) Cavalry. See Oneida Cavairy, post. 

Mann’s (Nehemiah H.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Mann's (Orrin L.) Infantry. See {llinois Troops, 39th Regiment. 

Mansfield’s (John) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Markell’s (William L.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Marsh’s (John F.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 24th Regiment. 

Marshall’s (J. W.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 19th Regiment. 

Martin’s (Augustus P.) Artillery. See Massachusetis Troops, 3d (C) Battery. 

Martin's (Joseph W.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 6th Battery. ; 

Martin’s (Leonard) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Battery F. = 

Martin’s (Montgomery) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 58th Regiment. 

Martin’s (S. Taylor) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 
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Martin’s (William I.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 17th Regi- 
ment. : 

Marye’s (Edward A.) Artillery. See Iredericksburg Artillery, ante. 

Marye’s (Morton) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 17th Regiment. 

Maryland Line. See Maryland Troops, Confederate. 

Mason’s (Edwin C.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Mason's (Julius W.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment. 

Mason's (Philip D.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery H. 

Massey’s (Elijah E.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, FE. S. 

Mathews Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Mattocks’ (Charles P.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Mattocks’ (Charles P.) Sharpshooters.* See Union Troops, Volunteers, 1st Regi- 
ment. 

Maulsby’s (Thomas A.) Artillery. See West Virginia Troops, Battery I. 

Maurin’s (Victor) Artillery. See Donaldsonville Artillery, ante. 

May’s (A. J.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, 10th Regiment. 

- Mayo’s (Ezekiel R.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 3d Battery. 

Means’ (Samuel C.) Cavalry. See Loudoun Rangers, ante. 

Meikel’s (George W.) Infantry.* See Michigan Troops, 3d and 5th Regiments ; also 
New York Troops, 40th Regiment. 

Mendell's (George H.) Engineers. See George H. Mendell. 

Mercer’s (John T.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 21st Regiment. 

Mercereau’s (Charles L.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 22d Regiment. 

Merriam’s (Gustavus F.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Merriam’s (Waldo) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Merritt’s (Robert B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 75th Regiment. 

Meservey’s (Charles C.) Heavy Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Messenger’s (Daniel) Cavalry.* See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Regiment; also New 
Hampshire Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Metcalf's (Richard) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Battery C. 

Michalowski's (V'heophilus B. von) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regi- 
ment, Battery I. 

Miles’ (John B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 49th Regiment. 

Milledge Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Millen’s (John M.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 20th Battalion. 

Miller’s (Francis C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 147th Regiment. 

Milton’s (Richard 8.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 9th Battery. 

Miner’s (Milton L.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 17th Battery. 

Miner’s (William H.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 17th Battery. 

Mink’s (Charles E.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Kegiment, Battery H. 

Mitchell's (John F. B.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Mitchell's (William) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 108th Com- 
pany. 

Mix’s (John) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d and 5th Regiments. 

Mix’s New Cavalry. See New York Troops, 23d Battalion. 

“Mlotkowski’s (Stanislaus) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery A. 

Moegling’s (William C.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Moesch’s (Joseph A.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 83d Regiment. 

Moffett’s (Samuel G.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 26th Regiment. 

Monroe Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Montague’s (Edgar B.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 32d Regiment. 

Montgomery True Blues, Artillery. See dlabama Troops, 

Moody's (William H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 139th Regiment. 

Moore’s (Alexander C.) Artillery. See West Virginia Troops, Battery L. 
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Moore’s (Alexander D.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 66th Regi- 
ment. : 

Moore’s (Caleb) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 8ih Regiment. 

Moore’s (John W.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 3d Battalion. 

Moore’s (Joseph D.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Moore’s (Samuel A.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Moore’s (William) Infantry. See New York Troops, 62d Regiment. 

Moorman’s (Marcellus N.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Moorman’s (Robert B.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 14th Regiment. 

Moran’s (James) Heavy Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Moroney’s (Richard) Infantry. See New York Troops, 69th Regiment. 

Morris Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Morris’ (Lewis 0.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Morris’ (Robert M.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 6th Regiment. 

Morris’ (Thomas) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Morrison’s (Andrew J.) Cavalry. See New Jersey Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Morrison’s (David) Infantry. See New York Troops, 79th Regiment. 

Morrison's (Joseph J.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 16th Regiment. . 

Morton's (Howard) Artillery. See West Virginia Troops, Battery G. 

Morton’s (Peter) Artillery. See New York ‘Troops, 8th Battery. 

Mosby’s (John 8.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 43d Battalion. 

Moseley’s (Edgar F.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment. 

Moulton’s (Orson) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 25th Regiment. 

Muhlenberg’s (Charles P.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Bat- 
tery A. 

Mulligan’s (James A.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 23d Regiment. 

Murchison’s (Kenneth M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 54th 
Regiment. 

Murray’s (Edward) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Myer’s (Aaron B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 125th Regiment. 

Myers’ (Henry A.) Cavalry. See Ringgold Cavalry, post. 

Naval Battalion, Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 4th Battalion, Local 
Defense. 

Neall’s (Isaac J.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 9th Regiment. 

Neblett Heavy Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Nelson Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Nelson Artillery, No. 2. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. — 

Nevin’s (David J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 62d Regiment. 

Nevin’s (John I.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 93d Regiment. 

Nevin’s (Robert J.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery I. 

Newton’s (Charles B.) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Regiment, 
Battery C. 

New York 1st Dragoons, Cavalry. See New York Troops, 19th Regiment. 

New York 2d Militia, Infantry. See New York Troops, 82d Regiment. 

New York 9th Militia, Infantry. See New York Troops, 83d Regiment. 

New York 14th Militia, Infantry. See New York Troops, 84th Regiment. 

New York 20th Militia, Infantry. See New York Troops, 80th Regiment. 

New York 69th National Guard Artillery. See New York Troops, 132d Regiment 
Infantry. 

Nichols’ (Eli 8.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 8th Regiment, Battery B. 

Niles’ (Alanson E.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 13th Reserves ; also Union 
Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 11th Regiment. 

Nixon’s (Richard) Infantry. See New York Troops, 99th Regiment. 

Norcom’s (Joe) Artillery. See Washington (La.) Artillery, post, 4th Battery. 

Norfolk Blues, Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 
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North Anna Home Guards. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

North Carolina Second Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 36th Regiment. 
North Carolina Third Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 37th Regiment. 
Northrup’s (Charles) Infantry. See New York Troops, 97th Regiment. 
Nounnan’s (James H.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 16th Regiment. 
Nowlen’s (Garrett) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 116th Regiment. 
Obenchain’s (Francis G.) Artillery. See Botetourt Artillery, ante. 

O’Ferrall’s (Charles T.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

O’Hara’s (John) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Olcott's (Egbert) Infantry. See New York Troops, 121st Regiment. 

Olcott’s (Egbert W.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery C. 
Oley’s (John H.) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Oliphant’s (Samuel D.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps. 
Oliver’s (Samuel C.) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Regiment, Bat- 

teries E and F. 

Onderdonk’s (Benjamin F.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 7th Regiment. 
O’Neal’s (Edward A.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 26th Regiment. 

Oneida Cavalry. See New York Troops. 

Opp’s (Milton) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 84th Regiment. 

Orange Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

O’Riordon’s (Callaghan H.) Artillery. See Michigan Troops, 13th Battery. 

Orr’s (James L.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 1st Regiment, Rifles. 
Orwig’s (Thomas G.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery EH. 
Osborn’s (Francis A.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 24th Regiment. 

Otey Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Otis’ (Charles G.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 21st Regiment. 

Otis’ (John L.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Over's (Ewald) Infantry. See Hxempts’ Battalion, ante. 

Overton’s (Edward, jr.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 50th Regiment. 
Owen’s (Edward) Artillery. See Washington (La.) Artillery, post, 1st Battery. 
Page’s (John H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment. 

Palmer’s (Charles W.) Cavalry. See Purnell Legion, Cavalry, post. 

Palmer’s (Frederic 8.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 6th Regi- 

ment. 

Palmetto Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 

Palmetto Artillery, No. 2. See South Carolina Troops. 

Pamunkey Heavy Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Paris’ (Andrew B.) Artillery. See Staunton Hill Artillery, post. 

Parker’s (Nathan) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, 4th Regiment. 
Parker’s (William W.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Parnell’s (William R.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Parsons’ (Joseph B.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 10th Regiment. 
Patapsco Guards, Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union. 
_Patterson’s (George M.) Artillery. See Sumter Artillery, post, Battery B. 
* Patterson’s (John W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 102d Regiment. 
‘Patton’s (George S.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 22d Regiment. 
Patton’s (William) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Payne’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 37th Battalion. 
Peale's (Henry) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Pearson's (Alfred L.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 155th Regiment. 
Pearson’s (Henry H.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Pee Dee Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 

Pence’s (J. H.) Artillery. See William M. Lowry’s Artillery, ante. 

Penick’s (Nathan) Artillery. See John W. Lewis’ Artillery, ante. 

Peninsula Scouts, Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 42d Battalion. 
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Pennington’s (Alexander C. M., jr.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regi- 
ment, Battery M. ; 

Pennsylvania 1st Rifles, Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 13th Reserves. 

Penrose’s (William H.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 15th Regiment, 

Perrine’s (Henry A.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Perry’s (Robert C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 111th Regiment. 

Petersburg Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Pettes’ (William H.) Engineers. See New York Troops, 50th Regiment. 

Phelps’ (Charles E.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 7th Regiment. 

Phillips’ (Charles A.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 5th (LZ) Battery. 

Phillips’ (James J.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 3th Regiment. 

Phillips Legion. See Georgia Troops. 

Phillips’ (William H.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery C. 

Pickett’s (Josiah) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 25th Regiment. 

Pierce’s (Byron R.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Pierce’s (Francis E.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 108th Regiment. 

Pierce's (Lewis B.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Pingree’s (Samuel E.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Pingree’s (Stephen M.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 4th Kegiment. 

Piper’s (Alexander) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Piper’s (James W.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Battery E. 

Pleasants’ (Henry) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 48th Regiment, 

Plimpton’s (Josiah I.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Pollard’s (James) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 9th Regiment. 

Poor’s (Walter 8.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Union, 2d Regiment. 

Porter’s (David E.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery FE. 

Potter’s (George F.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 13th Regiment, Battery C. 

Potts’ (John R.) Artillery. See Branch Artillery, ante. 

Powell’s (Edward H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 10th Regiment. 

Powhatan Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Pratt’s (Benjamin F.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 36th Regiment. 

Pratt’s (Franklin A.) Heavy Artillery. See Connecticut Troops, 1st Regiment, Bat- 
tery M. 

Prescott’s (George L.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 32d Regiment. 

Preston's (Addison W.) Cavalry. See Vermont Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Prey’s (Gilbert G.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 104th Regiment. 

Pridemore’s (Auburn L.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 64th Regiment. 

Pulaski Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Pulford’s (John) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Pulsifer’s (Alfred H.) Heavy Artillery. See Vassachusetts Troops, 2d Regiment, Bat- 
tery A. 

Purcell Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Purington’s (George A.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Purnell Legion, Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Union. 

Purnell Legion, Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union. 

Purnell’s (Washington I.) Cavalry. See Purnell Legion, Cavalry, ante. 

Pye’s (Edward) Infantry. See New York 7) oops, 95th Regiment. 

Quartermaster’s Battalion, Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 2d Battalion, 
Local Defense. 

Quinn’s (Timothy) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment (Lincoln). 

Quirk’s (J ames) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 23d Regiment. 


Radcliffe’s (James D.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 61st Regi- 
ment, 
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Rafferty’s (Thomas) Infantry. See New York Troops, 71st Regiment. 
Ramsay’s (John A.) Artigery. See Rowan Artillery, post. 
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Ramsey’s (David M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 101st Regiment. 

Ramsey’s (John) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Ramsey’s (Joseph F.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Battalion. 

Randol’s (Alanson M.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Bat- 
teries H and I. 

Rank's (William D.) Heavy Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 3d Regiment, Bat- 
tery H. 

Rankin’s (William 8.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 21st Regi- 
ment. 

Ransom’s (Alfred) Artillery. See New York Troops, 23d Battery. 

Ransom’s (Dunbar R.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment, Bat- 
tery C. 

Raulston’s (William C.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 24th Regiment. 

Ray’s (Richard M.) Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Union, Battery D. 

Read’s (J. P. W.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 38th Battalion. 

Read's (Samuel B. M.) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Reckard’s (Frank B.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery H. 

Regan’s (Peter C.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 7th Battery. 

Reid’s (Thomas M.) Infantry. See New Troops, 182d Regiment. 

Reilly’s (William A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 115th Regiment. 

Reinhold’s (Reuben) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 17th Regiment. 

Reynolds’ (Gilbert H.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Batteries EH 
and L. 

Rhett Artillery. See Tennessee. Troops, Confederate. 

Rhoads’ (George B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 88th Regiment. 

Rhodes’ (William B.) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery E. 

Rice’s (Edmund) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 19th Regiment. 

Rice’s (R. Sidney) Artillery. See Danville Artillery, ante. 

Richards’ (Thomas J.) Artillery. See Madison Light Artillery, ante. 

Richardson’s (J. B.) Artillery. See Washington (La.) Artillery, post, 2d Battery. 

Richardson’s (John) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 56th Regiment. 

- Richardson’s (Lucien W.) Artillery. See James City Artillery, ante. 

Richardson’s (Samuel W.) Infantry. . See Massachusetts Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Richmond Battalion, Artillery. See Richmond Howitzers, post. 

Richmond Fayette Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Richmond Howitzers, Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Ricketts’ (R. Bruce) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, lst Regiment, Battery #. 

Rider’s (Henry W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 12th Regiment. ; 

Rigby’s (James H.) Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Union, Battery A. 

Riggs’ (William J.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery H. 

Ringgold Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

_ Ringgold Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops. 

' Ripley’s (Edward H.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Ritchie's (David F.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery H. 

Rittenhouse’s (Benjamin F.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, 

’ Battery D. : 

Rives’ (J. Henry) Artillery. See Nelson Artillery, No. 2, ante. 

Roberts’ (Horatio) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 143d Com- 
pany. 

Roberts’ (Joseph) Heavy Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Roberts’ (Samuel H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 139th Regiment. 

Robertson's (James E,) Heavy Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 20th 
Battalion. 

Robertson’s (John C.) Heavy Artillery. See North Carelina Troops, Confederate, 
3d Regiment, Battery F, 


1358 OPERATIONS IN N. C., VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA. [Cuar. XLV. 


Robertson’s (John R.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 42d Battalion, 

Robins’ (W. T.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 42d Battalion. 

Robinson's (Charles) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 30th Regiment, Colored. 

Robinson’s (O'Neil W., jr.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 4th Battery. 

Robinson's (William W.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Robison’s (John K.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Roche’s (Charles H.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Rockbridge Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Rockbridge Artillery, No.2. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Rockwell's (Alfred P.) Artillery. See Connecticut Troops, 1st Battery. 

Rockwood’s (Theodore H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 19th Regiment. 

Roder’s (John W.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Battery K. 

Roemer’s (Jacob) Artillery. See New York Troops, 34th Battery. 

Rogers’ (Edward W.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 19th Battery. 

. Rogers’ (George) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 4th Regiment. 

Rogers’ (Isaac) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 110th Regiment. | 

Rogers’ (Robert E.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery B. ‘| 

Rohrman’s (William G.) Heavy Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 3d Regiment, 
Battery A. 

Rollins’ (Adonijah W.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Root’s (Augustus I.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Rosney’s (Andrew) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery D. 

Ross’ (Hugh M.) Artillery. See Sumter Artillery, post, Battery A. 

Rowan Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 

Ruge’s (Horace P.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 59th Regiment. 

Rutherford’s (Allan) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 22d Legi- 
ment. 

Rutledge Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Rutledge’s (B. Huger) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Rutledge’s (Henry M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Trovps, Confederate, 25th Regi- — 
ment. 

Ryan’s (George) Infantry. See New York Troops, 140th Regiment. 

Ryerson’s (Henry O.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Rylander’s (John E.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 10th Battalion. 

Sackett’s (William) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Salem Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Sampson’s (Ira B.) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Sanford’s (Oliver 8.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Sanger’s (Joseph P.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment, Battery EB. 

Sargent’s (Horace B.) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Savage's (James W.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Saviers’ (Lemuel) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 26th Regiment. 

Sawyer’s (Franklin) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Schall’s (Edwin) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 51st Regiment. 

Schall’s (John W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 87th Regiment. 

Scheibner’s (Eugene W.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Scherfi’s (Martin) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 19th Regiment. 

Scherrer’s (William) Infantry. See New York Troops, 7th and 52d Regiments. 

Schirmer’s (Louis) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Schley’s (Benjamin H.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 1st Regiment. 

Schley’s (William L.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 5th Regiment. 

Schubert's (Emil) Artillery. See New York Troops, 9th Battery. 

Schulz’s (Carl) Artillery. See Wisconsin Troops, 2d Battery. 

Scott’s (Alexander) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Scott’s (Henry D.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 16th Battery. 
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Scroggs’ (Gustavus A.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 25th Regiment. 

Sears’ (Thomas D.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 4th Regiment, lst Bat- 
talion. 

Seaver’s (Thomas 0.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Seeley’s (Aaron P.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 111th Regiment. 

Seeley’s (Francis W.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps. 

Seipe’s (David Z.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Battalion. 

Serrell’s (Edward W.) Engineers. See New York Troops, 1st Reyiment. 

Seward’s (William H., jr.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Sewell’s (William J.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Sharra’s (Abram) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 1st Regiment. ) 

Shaw’s (H. M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 8th Regiment. 

Shaw’s (James, jr.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 7th Regiment. 

Sheldon’s (Albert S.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery B. 

Sherwin’s (Thomas, jr.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 22d Regiment. 

Shields’ (Joseph C.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 19th Battery. 

Shingler’s (William P.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 7th Regiment ; also Hol- 
combe Legion, ante. 

Shipman’s (Volney J.) Sharpshooters. See New York Troops, 1st Battalion. 

Shoemaker’s (J. J.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Showalter’s (John H.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Sickel’s (Horatio G.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 3d Reserves. 

Sides’ (Peter) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 57th Regiment. 

Simmonds’ (Seth J.) Artillery. See Kentucky Troops, Union. 

Simpson's (Benjamin L.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 9th Regiment. 

Simpson's (John G.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery A. 

Sinex’s (Joseph H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 91st Regiment. 

Sisson’s (Henry T.) Heavy Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 5th Regiment. 

Slack’s (Hedgeman) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Slaten’s (C. W.) Artillery. See Macon Artillery, ante. 

Sleeper’s (J. Henry) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 10th Battery. 

Smith’s (Charles H.) Cavalry. See Maine Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Smith’s (C. T.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 36th Battalion. 

Smith’s (Frank) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 3d Company. 

Smith's (Frederick F.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 17th Regiment. 

Smith’s (George F.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, Glst Regiment. 

Smith’s (George W.P.) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Union. 

Smith’s(Thomas) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 36th Regiment. 

Smoot’s (David L.) Artillery. See Alexandria Artillery, ante. 

Snider’s (Joseph) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Snow’s (Alonzo) Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Union, Battery DB. 

Southerland’s (Thomas J.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st 
Regiment, Battery I. 

Southside Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

- Spangler’s (Aaron) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 110th Regiment. 

_ Spear’s (Ellis) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 20th Regiment. 
Spear’s (Samuel P.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Spear’s (Vivian K.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 95th Com- 
pany. 

Speece’s (Le Grand B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 7th Reserves. 

Speer’s (William I.) Cavalry. See Lafayette Cavalry, ante. 

Speidel’s (John) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 3d Regiment. 

Spence’s (Beldin) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery F ; also 
Battery G. ) 

Spencer’s (James) Cavalry.. See New York Troops, 20th Regiment. 
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Spencer Rangers. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 

Spofford’s (Winslow P.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Sprague’s (Augustus B. R.) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Stafford Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Stage’s (Peter) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Stahle’s (James A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 87th Regiment. 

Stanford’s (Samuel N.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Stanhope’s (Philip W.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 12th Regiment. 

Starr’s (Joseph B.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 13th Battalion. 

Start’s (Romeo H.) Artillery. See Vermont Troops, 3d Battery. 

Staunton Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Staunton Hill Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Staunton’s (John F.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 67th Regiment. 

Stedman’s (William) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 6th Regiment. 

Steele’s (Joseph) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Steeple’s (John §.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 88th Regiment. 

Steere’s (William H. P.) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Stetzel’s (George) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Stevens’ (Aaron F.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Stevens’ (Atherton H., jr.) Cavalry. See Massachusetis Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Stevens’ (Greenleaf T.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 5th Battery. 

Stevens’ (Moses) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 13th Regiment, Battery D. 

Stewart’s (Charles H.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Stewart’s (Frederick) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Stewart’s (James) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4ih Regiment, Battery B. 

Stewart’s (William W.)Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Reserves. 

Stickney’s (James W. H.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d 
Battalion. 5 

Stitt’s (William) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery A, 

Stocking’s (Solon W.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery K. 

Stollings’ (Joel E.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 45th Battalion. 

Stone’s (James Rk.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 2d Battalion. 

Stone’s (Newton) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Stoughton’s (Homer R.) Sharpshooters. See Union Troops, Volunteers, 2d Regiment. 

Strain’s (Cornelius W.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Stratton’s (Franklin A.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Regiment, 

Streight’s (Abel D.) Infantry. see Indiana Troops, 51st Regiment. 

Stribling’s (Robert M.) Artillery. See Hauquier Artillery, ante. 

Strickland’s (Dudley W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 48th Regiment. 

Strickler’s (Michael B.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 20th Regiment. 

Strong’s (Rollin M.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 19th Regiment. 

Stryker’s (Stephen W.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 18th Regiment. 

Sturdivant’s (N. A.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Sturmfels’ (Emil) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 24th Regiment. 

Sumter Artillery. See Georgia Troops. 

Surry Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Sutherland’s (Robert J.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 71st Com- 
pany. 

Swain’s (James B.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Swanson’s (W.G.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 61st Regiment. 

Sweitzer’s (Nelson B.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment. 

Taft’s (Elijah D.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 5th Battery. 

Taggart’s (George W.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 14th Regiment. 

‘Tait’s (George F.) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Talcott’s (I, M, R.) Engineers. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, 
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Taliaferro’s (V. H.) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, 7th Regiment. 
Talley’s (Jonathan) Artillery. See Goochland Artillery, ante. 
Talley’s (William C.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Reserves. 
Tannatt’s (Thomas Rk.) Heavy Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Tappen’s (John Rk.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 120th Regiment. 
Taylor’s (Alexander W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 101st Regiment. 
Taylor's (John P.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Taylor’s (Osmond B.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 
Taylor's (Robert F.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment (Veteran). 
Taylor’s (Samuel B.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 62d Regiment. 
Taylor's (William C.L.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 20th Regiment. 
Tevis’ (Charles Carroll) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 3d Regiment. 
Thaxter’s (Sidney W.) Cavalry. See Maine Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Thomas’ (Albert F.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 2d Battery. 
Thomas’ (George W.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Regiment, Battery I. 
Thomas’ (Henry G.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 19th Regiment. 
Thomas’ (W. H.) Legion. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate. 
Thompson’s (Francis W.) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troops, 6th Regiment. 
Thompson's (George W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 152d Regiment. 
Thompson's (Henry E.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 6th Regiment. 
Thompson's (James) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery C. 
Thompson’s (James) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Battery D. 
Thompson’s (Jason D.) Cavalry. See Connecticut Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Thompson's (John B.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 27th Battalion. 
Thompson's (John L.) Cavalry. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Thompson’s (Samuel 8.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 5th Regiment. 
Thompson’s (William P.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 19th Regiment. 
Thomson’s (James W.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 
Thornton’s (Thomas R.) Artillery. See Caroline Artillery, ante. 
Thorp’s (Thomas J.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 19th Regiment. 
Throop’s (William A.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Thurmond’s (Philip J.) Partisans. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 
Thurmond’s (William D.) Partisans. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 
Tidball’s (John C.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 4th Regiment. 
Tilden’s (Charles W.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 16th Regiment. 
Tilton’s (William 8S.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 22d Regiment. 
Tolles’ (Samuel) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 15th Regiment. 
Totten’s (Enoch) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 5th Regiment. 
Touhy’s (Thomas) Infantry. See New York Troops, 63d Regiment. 
Towers’ (Lemuel) Infantry. See District of Columbia Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Townsend’s (Charles) Infantry. See New York Troops, 106th Regiment. 

, Townsend’s (Solomon) Cavalry. See Delaware Troops, 1st Regiment. 
‘Tracy's (Benjamin F.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 109th Regiment. 

. Travis’ (Edmund R.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 6th Regiment. 
Tredegar Battalion, Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 6th Battalion, Local 
' Defense. 
Treichel’s (William P. C.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 6th Regiment. 
Trenholm’s (William L.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 7th Regiment. 
Trige’s (Robert C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 54th Regiment. 
Trimble’s (Edwin) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, 10th Regiment (May's). 
Tripp’s (Porter D.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, ith Regiment. 
Trotter’s (Frederick E.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Veteran Reserve Corps, 1st 

Regiment. 
Troup Artillery. See Georgia Troops. ‘ 
Truefitt’s (Henry P., jr.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 119th Kegiment. 
- 86 R R—VOL XXXII 
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Truex’s (William S.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 14th Regiment. 

Trull’s (Edward R.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Tucker’s (John H.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Tully’s (Redmond) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery Cc. 

Turley’s (John A.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 91st Kegiment. 

Turnbull’s (Charles N.) Engineers. See Charles N. Turnbull. 

Twitchell’s (Adelbert B.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 7th Battery. 

Tyler’s (John S.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 2d Regiment. 

Union Light Guard, Cavalry. See Ohio Troops. 

United Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Upham’s (Charles L.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 15th Regiment. 

Utterback’s (Addison W.) Artillery. See James V. Brooke’s Artillery, ante. 

Vanderbilt’s (George) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Voris’ (Alvin C.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 67th Regiment. 

Wadleigh’s (John) Artillery. See New Hampshire Troops, 1st Battery: 

Waite’s (John M.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Walcott’s (Aaron F.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 3d (C) Battery. 

Wales’ (Nathaniel) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 35th Regiment. 

Walker's (David N.) Artillery. See Otey Artillery, ante. 

Walker's (Elijah) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 4th Regiment. 

Walker's (W.C.) Infantry. See W. H. Thomas’ Legion, ante. 

Walker’s (Wilson W.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 2d Regiment, E. S. 

Wallace's (William J.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 23d Regiment. 

Wallace’s (W.L.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 7th Regiment. 

Walrath’s (Ezra L.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 115th Regiment. 

Walsh's (James J.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 13th Regiment. 

Walsh’s (James W.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 3d Regiment. 

Ward's (George) Artillery. See Madison Light Artillery, ante. 

Ward’s (John E.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 8th Regiment. 

Wardrop’s (David W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 99th Regiment. 

Warner's (James M.) Heavy Artillery. See Vermont Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Warren's (Horatio N.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 142d Regiment. 

Warren's (Zenas C.) Artillery. See New Jersey Troops, 5th Battery. 

Washburn’s (James) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 116th Regiment. 

Washburne’s (A. Livingston) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Washington Artillery. See Louisiana Troops. 

Washington Artillery. See South Carolina Troops. 

Washington Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops. 

Waterman’s (Richard) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery C. 

Watkins’ (Guy H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 141st Regiment. 

Watkins’ (Thomas H.) Cavalry. See Purnell Legion, Cavalry, ante. 

Wead’s (Frederick F.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 98th Regiment. 

Webb's (Lewis H.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 13th Battalion, 
Battery A. 

Webb's (Robert F.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 6th Regiment. 

Weddle’s (Jacob) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Weed’s (Theodore H.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 10th Regiment. 

Weir’s (Gulian V.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Battery L. 

Welch’s (Norval E.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 16th Regiment. 

Welling’s (Joseph) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 91h Regiment. 

Wells’ (Charles A.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment ( Veteran). 

Wells’ (George D.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 34th Regiment. 

West’s (George W.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 17th Regiment. 

West's (Rowland R.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 12th Regiment. 

Wheelan’s (James N.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 7th Regiment. 
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Wheeler's (Alger M.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 33d Battery. 
Wheeler’s ( Samuel J. ) Cavalry. See North perolnt Troops, Confederate, 12th Bat- 
talion. 
Wheelock’s (Charles) Infantry. See New York Troops, 971h Regiment. 
Whistler's (Joseph N. G.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 2d Regiment. 
Whitaker’s (Edward B,) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 72d Regiment. 
White's (Elijah V.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 35th Battalion. 
White’s (Moorman B.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 14th Regiment: 
White’s (Robert) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 41st Battalion. 
White’s (William) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 14th Regiment. 
White’s (William B.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 18th Regiment. 
White’s (William P.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 7th Regiment. 
Whitford's (John N.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 67th Regi- 
ment, 
Whitson’s (James M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 8th Regi- 
ment, 
Whittier’s (Edward N.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 5ih Battery. 
Wiebecke’s (Charles) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 2d Regiment. 
Wight’s (William W.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 24th Regiment. 
Wildey’s (Henry Y.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery E. 
Williams’ (Arthur B.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regi- 
ment, Battery C. 
Williams’ (Henry P.) Heavy Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 5th Regiment Bat- 
tery C. 
Williams’ (Samuel J.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 19th Regiment. 
Wiilliamson’s (Henry V.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 83d Regiment. 
Williston’s (Edward B.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Bat- 
tery D. 
Wilmington Horse Artillery. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 1st Regiment, 
Battery I. 
Wilson’s (James E.) Artillery. See Union phe? Regulars, 2d Regiment, Battery I, 
Wiilson’s (John) Infantry. See New York Troops, 43d Regiment. 
Wilson’s (P. Benner) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 2d Regiment. 
Wilson's (Robert) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 14th Regiment. 
Wilson’s (Samuel) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 8th Regiment. 
Wilson’s (William) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 81st Regiment. 
Wilson’s (William R.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery F. 
Winans’ (Ira) Infantry. See New York Troops, 99th Regiment. 
Wingfield’s (John T.) Artillery. See Sumter Artillery, ante, Battery C. 
Winegfield’s (William L.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 28th Rex SKU N 
Winn’s (S. J.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, 16th Battalion. 
Winn’s (Theodore) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, 7th Regiment. 
Wiinslow’s (Cleveland) Infantry. See New York Troops, 5th Regiment (Veteran). 
Winslow’s (George B.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Batlery D. 
-Winslow’s (Robert E.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 68th Regiment. 
* Witcher’s (John S.) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troops, 3d Regiment. 
“Witcher’s (Vinson A.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 34th Battalion. 
Withers’ (Henry H.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 10th Regiment. 
Withers’ (Robert E.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 18th Regiment. 
W oerner’s (Christian) Artillery. See New Jersey Troops, 3d Battery. 
Wolfe’s (John P.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 51st Regiment, 
Woodall’s (Daniel) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 1st Regiment. 
Woodbury’s (George T.) Artillery. See New Jersey Troops, 4th Battery, 
Woods’ (Thomas) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 69th Regiment. 
Woodson’s (Charles H,) Partisans. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 
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Woodson’s (James G.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 19th Regiment. 

Woodward’s (Orpheus S.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 83d Regiment. 

Woolworth’s (Richard H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 4th Reserves. 

Work’s (George T.) Cavalry. See Ringgold Cavalry, ante. 

Wortham’s (George) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Confederate, 50th Regi- 
ment. 

Wright’s (Charles J.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 39th Regiment. 

Wright's (Elias) Infantry. See Union Troops, Colored, 1st Regiment. 

Wright's (Joseph W. B.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 14th Battery. 

Wright’s (William B.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 27th Regiment. 

Weyatt’s (James W.) Artillery. See Albemarle Artillery, ante. 

Wyndham’s (Percy) Cavalry. See New Jersey Troops, 1st Regiment. 

Young’s (Edward R.) Artillery. Sce Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Young’s (John J.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery G. 

Young’s (John J.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate. 

Young’s (John V.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 11th Regiment. 

Yutzy’s (Enoch D.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 54th Regiment. 

Zabriskie’s (Abram) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 9th Regiment. 

Zeigler’s (Edwin E.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 107th Regiment. 

Zimmerman’s (William E.) Artillery. See Pee Dee Artillery, ante. 
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manding officer; State and other organizations under their official designation. (See Alternate Desig- 
nations, pp. 18387-1864. ) 


Page. 
Abandoned and Captured Property. Action touching. Communications 
from 
IBUbSip eM) ams Weneatactescas ater inc toe cscs aa ce Some tee a= ae ce soeateeee 556 
WW rclliaice mie Witmer as a. eter aaa nese amine ae cane mee Ne ce eae tee oe emma ae 989 
Abbot, Henry L. ‘ 
Correspondence with Henry 7d sELUMt ss=<7os1.csccees-cce selene 922, 950, 982, 1014 
VISTO Cretan mete ie micina oper uk co wine te ce cle sees oe Shae cee 474, 880, 1048 
Abbott, Henry L. 
Correspondence-with Wantield S; Hancock... . .s-2s- s-csen ses oesleco ecto. 744 
BV Ke ML OING Clee ers ena ee sie Soe nce Sic c eeareei aoe an cio ce teile tenet ejoreene 1038 
EvODOctR Lai Comm Len toned: sauamcee at sasets caso «crac as cawecameniess ais eelen Seen, Mee 
ZODOLELIOSeD i Cae VlentlONOd sie cd.cocc steae s+ can cs el ace eo ssietiece a a esis 1056 
BED UOLE ODIO w Mentioned: Sa sacks acces. 2 cds eonccceaherceocaeseae -menier 1047 
PDC iGaspatitn nes Men tiOMed sree ses ecc Soc s os micienree eee we oa a see dese aes cess 466 
EPHOTCrOMDICy JOU J) Mentioned oa. - = <sccew- cidanst ace eecalecc-crsnocte 472, 1047 
Prana saaCuve. me MentlONeG .c2sae0 foc ccicdcic ca tose ode we cree e(elsonis sets nee 1055 
Peoranane thomas... Menbioned ses. cce ss. o5- cos mec eces ebe.os asec csiss sae 144 
| Absentees. Communication from Robert E. Lee ...-....---..--------------- 1173 
Accotink, Va. Affair near, Jan. 12,1864. Report of Henry H. Wells....-.-.-. ig) 
Ce ly PAU Dert din Men tlON Gunes sca tecis cele slsen a once tel se ssa aaa sie sie ecieacis 160 
Meet toler D. Montioned: 2.22-0.22--~- 22 -vo--2 onca-se-aenetele stan asscey 810 
Pecamom@harles £:..gior sMennOned. 2220. <-+ 1a nles sins e we nee asie acniesnmieciee 1037 
Adams, GeorsesWiw Mentioned saccseeess --s2s seme acceatane ot tee eee see 470, 1043 
Racin wows eeontioned: seeeces tececes «os eee s eters acess oe seine encase 572 
/ Adams, Robert, jr. 
’ Correspondence with 
GWE yee ony AMMNUh ema eemee ee aa nat as eiae sr oeetise cae sa che ciaceces ns ccs 655 
BR ir Seite Me Gen Inne Mee Re eo nie oo diecinc {Gee Facile ative ss ee sabe sae 4 oe 656 
NESE OMe Ce ene ope eer tye Ac) oet Soe Se wie cis See eie ache eas eae ye acto 832 
mdams,.Zachatiah. tT.) Mentioned :_...- 22.225 --<ja--- o2se0: 1139, 1203, 1250, 1301 
PeCICiS THOMAS elas MOMUMONECG 2. soc. scene crim acrlscecninees =< seen sess 1049 
Adjutant-General’s Office,U.S. A. 
Correspondence with : 
|, DSERST TIGER TIES co sceRSe uA C AS OLD OCOUECDOOCHT Ban OBIECReDeEca Ser 357 
DXi OL Sivaiiien ds WW Sones cece Hee aon ee OO Ban Dae eIOe IERSRe coeiee aera 700 
Claassen, Retendcren<-- sss cess. +. -ce ts ABE CHEH SEGRE Hees Ena e 61 
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Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S. A.—Continued. 

Correspondence with 

(Caren a yl Ute eke See Seo oSa oA Ge Seco Os Gado a) Sa Desnt De bprpedodaos 267, 741 
Heinizelman, Samuel Pils cee. neces. yo eee === a= ferent cee eres 654 
[ETO epAL bi Onw Ris eee ee eens ee RR ARR SPE UD ae lt. Sete Ee 708 
shite Jakeiard! smoga send Ko seeuseun dsccoe »son coonas GeScsonann ses atade: 818 
TMG BP NTVON) Soa Sa saGe cocsbo Usd oseoarananed soGame seérisase Sa0e 359 
AN ICEACERKE C0) negeN Cpa Rare Sacre Seaeue ao CulS taoesn as2aGe Snosoueabe 177, 267, 
j 326, 337, 357, 571, €29,. 682, 722, 741,776, 971, 993, 1032 
Seshanpatele OMY Sogcas cesses sens sodeos cies sonde cebcsoeneses cece 384, 395, 439 
Sigel, Franz ......---- 263, 719, 720, 754, 762, 766, 797, 800, 813, 823, 840, 861, 875 
\WIGTITIEY ong Bron male enemas a Ree ARO ES SomEoe Ete Coon onobbEorsdascca 1008 


Orders, Circular, series 1864: No. 32, 926. 
Orders, General, series 1864: No. 80, 618; No. 97, 671; No. 98, 669; No. 


115, 717; No. 121, 752; No. 123, 926; No. 125, 898; No. 126, 
757; No. 129, 769; No. 144, 798; No. 152, 814; No. 154, 816; 
No. 155, 820; No. 252, 866. 


Orders, Special, series 1864: No. 8, 361; No. 11, 366; No. 16, 373; No. 20, 


375; No. 40, 427; No. 93, 595; No. 96, 617; No. 110, 657; 
No. 118, 681; No. 126, 722; No. 127, 732; No. 129, 753; No. 
131, 757; No. 146, 861; No. 150, 895; No. 161, 1004. 


Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A. 
Correspondence with 


Barton, Soul IM Aes ne sata aco efs scious ece eae ore cicts sea See oy efoto ine ee peer 100 
Beauregard, Gril we soca mjeye ms sinc veiw sen ene save ene tale 1280, 1283, 1317, 1328, 1330 
Brace, Brax tomes... = sar See a sueieta tee ate rere eae epee area 1209, 1312, 1317, 1329 
Breckinridge, John Cio... 22s sess nalsecel se ea cae eines ere ae 1289, 1292 
IBuCKMerTOlMONED Mecmecmscaet on emceast sees 1283, 1291, 1319, 1321, 1330, 1333 
Davis, Jetersonc. .. Seon sce Sea egal viss= Se Rea eee See eee 1085 
HIZO, ATMO: cate iaate cieeian ccemise sees Sele ets ae se eta ieee cue ee) 1209, 1238 
Hampton, Wader. so \os soe sneces cess amage saris Seea nde ee 1243, 1258 
ELOth MELONT Yes asia dah ocean sm omeee Heeger se see nee ace eee eee 1208 
imboden,JohnuD) oso. cranes sone ae cet aoe ee ee eae eee eee ae mms 
Johnson bradley. jes soc ates sae ations feats ee ere eee wa cee OSS 
Jones, Samuel .......4.. 1092, 1106, 1107, 1109, 1123, 1130, 1168, 1210, 1314, 1330 
SOs EU Z INU Oe e sia ote Ne cote are Ste te eee ices ieee ee ie errs ect e 217, 224 
Wie ROD ORU Aig se tee ator sc vere eemten neers 223, 224, 249, 1063, 1070, 1074, 
1075, 1114, 1152, 1154, 1173, 1187, 1190, 1200, 1204-1206, 1210, 1252, 1330 
Longstreet, james ss <\.2 cleo eran cit esas =o ae eae ieee eee eee 1266 
Nai sD ep actin mi, (Cis 2c ey enter te emicieeuas tas, seers ae are reee ee 1238, 1239 © 
Ordnance Departmen: Cn SANs asec eer = eae ae ee eee ee 1066 
Pemberton, John Cites. a-sceuee secu lic oo eer se Shee eae eee ee 1296 
MONO; COEDS ahsces acandaLssec 239, 260, 1067, 1072-1074, 1090, 1091, 1105, 
1145, 1151, 1164, 1199, 1206, 1207, 1209, 1210, 1230, 1237-1239, 1242, 1270 
Quartermaster- Generals Oftice) Cao a ueeeseee eee see ene aie 1240 
Htielys obi IW 2L. a See eae cen ce ete ent Roe eee een cee tyes Neier anna 1240 
ILO oem ae ae cs Coen ee wns Asta cars obo woed Auotee Sudan 1242 
SLUAT UIE ED oc c= coe eee eo meee ae tae Rin eae 1125, 1126 
WarDepartmaent, C18 )s2nccne sy asee eee apenas 9, 46, 209, 1068, 1070, 
1084, 1090, 1099, 1109, 1110, 1116, 1155, 1165, 1174, 1187, 1213, 1252, 1253 
AU V an hare: NOURI SIO) eae coe cen aeeeou SosSa dees 84, 1064, 1069, 1084, 1119, 


1165, 1177, 1206, 1227, 1228, 1238, 1240, 1241, 1271, 1280, 1281, 1284, 1291, 1305 _ 


Young hierce Mi (Bac co= nae =-— ee ee oe ere ee * 1208 
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54, 100; No. 65, 1231; No. 66, 1233; No. 78, 1255; No. 80, 1264; 
No. 81, 1265; No. 85, 1278; No. 87, 1281; No. 89, 1287; No. 
90, 1292; No. 94, 1306; No. 96, 1312; No. 99, 1325; No. 100, 


1328. 
Ndv ance; Sveamera e Mentioned ssas. mss- cece sas ceedduc coset eos seesteas eee 1229 
PME CLE OL OM aa MON LONE aaete + cam craic ee eRe ble ve onneb red doce eene Sarita VAS 
Aigan, John. Mentioned-...... RES Cee OSS REESE CRE eat i ABA SAAe io cien 1058 
PIC Onis Cle cme OT LOM GU tesa sey sce sien fonts ins a aoarenre obiroe nc comes eee Seueleos 
PAS AO LGA Olan Moen LON Odes anaes wa Ae bac coe tics ties Da Sat acids cckeeee ees 915 
Alabama Troops. 

Mentioned. 


Artillery, Dicbt = batieeies: Hurt’s, 1235, 1269 ; Jeff. Davis, 1235. Regi- 
ments : Montgomery True Blues, 1201. 
Infantry—Regiments: 4th, 339, 349, 350; Sth, 1145; 9th, 1152, 1182; 
10th, 1152; llth, 1145; 14th, 350, 1173; 26th, 1133, 1176; 54th, 
1316; 61st, 1122, 1176. 
Thanks of C, 8. Congress to Battle’s brigade and 9th Regiment of, for re- 
enlishmentie sce eye cc Se aa Site ee ee eee 1149, 1182 
Abomarie: Cosco me Mentioned a. ce csc cnstecastcisce. eee te oeeeeee 294, 297-2956, 305 
Albemarle County, Va. Custer’s Raid into, Feb, 28-March 1, 1864. 
Communications from 


Mee; Robert His--== fon Slee ide ashe tarot sceeslacttocs of beteeceee eee 167 
Vie Woriy ie Wiel, oa tcl niscisices ds'sletsneanjsise-cicne ae aicig ao ee cows arate ete ae 166 
Meader Georpe,G 22 cossa ices oases ca sincte ae een ae ae oes eee eee 616 
Pe easOntomyvAl fred 723 ses ace wg oak «he te ice ase Se ES eS 163 
acl owe kaw) OM Man selec onic etree cea oe we edneeeea enc wie eeEiee acne 618, 616, 628 
Reports of 
Wuster, GOOreerAee. saas2 Pree eoceles mactiseetesa ck noe sei see ene a ees 161, 162 
Moorman phlarcellugiN sy teces Gece) tes-ce tose ss ose meee eactiences< 167 
INICHOMS  Hrancisiitecoes shoes olooc wi oc we pene ate somes Bes eo 166, 167 
ates, GCOl COM Witte ars Memnet ck mcs sie suis Sabon sowe ottess omeme Mace aes 164 


See also Richmond, Va. Kilpatrick’s Expedition against, Feb. 28-March 4, 
1864. Report of Meade, p. 169. 
AIcottpee Deri w., » Mentionede. 25 ssc. he feeees toceesssessdecemeaccaenelpess 485 
Alderson, I. A. Correspondence with Terorenn Dawisimexes lasses 5 ase 1106 
Aldie, Va. Skirmish near, Feb. 5,1864. Report of Robert O. Tyler...-..---- 118 
Aldie and Middleburg, Va. Scout to, March 28-29, 1864. Report of Joseph 
Westligh One ae cee cic cele wie lo va tia te ceigae = Sela ooas ge sete ee etone 259 
Alexander, Andrew J. For correspondence as A. A.G., see George Stoneman. 
Alexander, Charles M. 


WrenmOnedwmrt os tase eee eee me eect hata els Sacitaae ca aemoeew eles sone loth we 474, 1049 

Report of attair at) Pliny Hill, Va., Jan. 6) 1864°2-2- 52222-6222 asec ssc 12 
ve xancaele Ee Olle we entloned as e1-2 yee = Seale fee allan 2 Sotin sts) a ay Solis 1234 
Aviexander, | redene—wi | Mentioned ~ 5 .52.\/.\d2jsas so eine see -Sis. ecco 476, 1051 
Altordmoamuel, Wieme Men toned sy. /-/-\at= 22 -e\nseeeeyeeian toes sae one aeee 483, 1056 
Aleem UsselieA mm MemiMmONeds. jasssscrecee daring S8 ae eines) scr - ase a 141, 193, 471 
Alice. steamensm Montlonedt..-/..-.. jase once cems- 2 2s 1219, 1220, 1222-1225, 1229 
Patani VV MilaTiee MotntO nM Gtlser soc) sat 22 Syne eee soci m= oslohem melo lsaan 2 


Allcock, Thomas. .Mentioned 2... 2 s2.---s-\s-----< eee eae a ae PE 1039 
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Allen, Charles. Mentioned .-......--.--------- ----++ e200 sence oo eee ---- 924, 925 
Allen, Crawford, jr. Mentioned .......--.-------------- +----+ ------ <--> 473, 1046 
Allen, C. Tacitus. Mentioned -....-.----.---------------- ee. Gere 1159, 1248 
‘Allen, Dana B. Mentioned .......-..-------------- ---+ +--+ eee eee ooo 2-2 one 303 
Allen, David, jr. Mentioned.....-....--.------ -----+ ---- 2+ eee eee cere eee 337 
Allen, John A. P. Mentioned .....-...---..--------- -----------------7 ---- 72 
Allen, John C. Mentioned..-.-......----.-------------- ------- +--+ -----+---- 33 
Allen, Richard J. Mentioned ...-.....--...-..----- +----+ ------ 22-27 enone 1058 
Allen, Thomas S. Mentioned..---...---..----.---------------+--++---++---- 469 
Alles, Henry M. Mentioned ....-..--....---------- ---- ------ +1 22-2 +--+ ee 466 
Aason Steamer. | Men ulOMed aeeeee elenie co seia ae © nlete = ole le ea Gun 50 
ATson John GS.) Men biomed eee neni ciasci soe ne = eee eae ee a eaters 485 
Ambulance Corps. Condition of, in 2d Army Corps, Army of the Potomac. 
Communication from Gouverneur K. Warren. -.---.--.---------. 379 
Ames, Adelbert. Mentioned ....-.......---..--.---- @acaed ceonsteese tee ee 1056 
Ames; George me EntiOnedeeaesces ee cece = ce eels cies eee ate male mint foment area 239 
Ames, John W. ; 
Correspondence with George Rogers - -.-. .--- 2s se00 ences snce-- -------- 255 
Meniionedise ee: sone cine e cet ketal te ot eee ne oe. eeeemte roe 253-255, 483, 1055 
FAINICS MING] SOM ae MeIE LOMO Gamers ates eee a eater a te era te eee rele eree 465, 1039 
FAMMICKM ODN. 4 SLentlONed. ec xs was tae che oes onee cae cee Cee neo eae ee eee 1335 
Amnesty. Circulation of proclamation of. Communication from John J. 
POcksatanoes cos sees ce beakers cee Reh eoee e eee eee eee 795 
Amory, Thomas J.C. Mentioned ..-.--...-..----- 58, 55, 58, 61, 484, 576, 1012, 1057 
Anderson, Mentioneds:t2..,.402 22 oec5 ce oe bot eee ee eee eee 216 
Anderson, Benjamin. Correspondence with James A. Seddon ......-... 1214,1215 
Anderson eliram, jon Mentlonedecescssescen- ese eee tees eetmeees 58, 484, 576, 825 
Anderson, James Q. Méntioned:.ccohck dk vee Sure ceee eee 872, 873 
Anderson, John T. Correspondence with Jefferson Davis-.-.--..----...---. 1106 
Anderson, L. B. Report of Kilpatrick’s Expedition against Richmond, Va., 
BPebu2SMareh:4 1864" otc van ca eeleecas ae cene s coe ee eee 213 
rfAnderson;) Richarad Ei.) Mentioned ee re. 2. sees te eee ee eee ae eee anes 397, 
1075, 1185, 1157, 1191, 1207, 1216, 1233, 1271, 1297 
Anderson,h vl a Mentionedit. 22054 22: Wt seeeee te sek eee cece ee eee 142 
‘Anderson, camel, seMentioned .:.s.- sec ckcsehecone cece eee cee seer eee 214 
Andrea, Th. 
Correspondence with William Hl. Cs Whiting 22) -.22 esses ese eee see eae 1223 
Mentioned: 223 220s. scu.gsn ace hes See ec cere eee eee 1220, 1223 
Andrews ohn Ry Mentionediss se nae cece cae eee ee eee ase eee 196, 197 
FAndrews Clinton Mie Mentioued:.sceess. coe soc eee See e eee eee eC eee 202 
Andrews, Georces. "| Montioned 2a-ces soccer cote ta ee nc eee eee eee 472 
FAMGLCW BS. aVV 1lliam: Et) Mentioned 2tct..csenekes scott sete eee eee 130 
Aneel Ashbpeliw sr Mentioned scenes see ee eee cee cans cane See ee 466 
Angeluames hr. Mentioned=c-cecee sete cnen eee ee eee dpi tre eas 5 5c 1055 
Annandale, Va. Affair near, March 16,1864. Report of Robert O. Tyler. .--. 250 
Annapolis, Md. 
Transferonobh Army Corps) toy Marchei4 164s es ae. eee ee ae 3 
Washburn, Cadwallader C., assigned to command of..-.....--..----..-+-. 753 
Anthony, Georgest;) Mentioned 22s. saree. sacees ease e ete oo eee eee 474, 1049 
Archer, James J. Mentioned::..= <sSsee eee oe eee ee eee 341, 1191 
Armies of the Confederacy. Braxton Bragg charged with the conduct of 
military operations, ims. sd. os oe re sane ee ene Coen eee 1196 


ote ee 


— 


en 
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Armies of the United States. 
Grant, Uis. assioned to command Of.......-.-.. ececscdecede. sex --dSb50e 663, 669 
Halleck, Henry W., assigned as Chief of Staff of......--.. .222-. 2-c--- 22 = 3 


Orders, Special, series 1864: No. 5, 750; No. 6, 758; No. 10, 851; No. 11, 
865; No. 15, 911. 


Armistead .A.. Da Mentioned eon. o.sssces.c5 foc concs ones e eee eas canes 1159, 1249 
Axcmistead) Lewis A. Mentioned)2.s)-2-.2-+2--.ce2-2 aces eoseecee oe Doh OL 406,585 
Armory, Thomas J.C. Mentioned...-...----. .. Ber asec ar ectoSce Arce See 538 
\Arms, Ammunition, etc. See Munitions of War. 
JX Giedovey (Opyouenong AiR OEE AAA Aes Gee ae onocon Gabor Eo o65 ee 5os ease 11 
IID SELON STI ESSC dice MEN GONOM sai. 3 teiaciseisia scissor 468 
Army Corps, lst. : 
Discontinued, and troops assigned to 5th Army Corps .........----.------ 3 
Itineraries. 
Dana, Edmund L. (1st Brigade, 3d Division), Feb., 1864.............- 623 
Kenly, John R. (3d Division). 
ae) RIV ALCOA Sameer ements acs cao cetise Hae aS ae wiccnaas aan che acre eee 461 
Heby, 1864 sso casesverce tase ct state oas dae career et ee ee aaa 623 
Leonard, Samuel H. (1st Brigade, 2d Division), Feb., 1864...--....... 623 
McCoy, Thomas F. (1st Brigade, 2d Division), Jan., 1864 -...-........ 460 
Morrow, Henry A. (1st Brigade, -1st Division), Jan., 1864 ...........-. 460 
Newton, John. 
BE JAN LSOA ee tacs en cne ton ssn cee steep see ateioee ea eyeeuclse teases 460 
OD eagl OOS oan eaicm hee wisa/se arcsec a tajsasiesecee coma = eee Aeeaisneaer 622 
Rice, James C. (2d Brigade, 1st Division), Feb., 1864.-.............-. 623 
Robinson, John C, (2d Division). 
aN pL SOA ohare oe ae aie das css os he te Se cl Who ee ek saloons ete 460 
HOD iy LOGS Ss ocala ct te eeinenien ccs Seat seas = See seer mee 623 
Robinson, William W. (1st Brigade, Ist Division), Feb., 1864 -...-...- 623 
Wainwright, Charles 8. (Artillery Brigade), Feb., 1864......--...--.- 622 
Wheelock, Charles (2d Brigade, 2d Division), Jan., 1864 ..........---.- 460 
Wister, Langhorne (1st Brigade, 3d Division), Jan., 1864....-........- 461 
Itinerary of demonstration on the Rapidan, etc., Feb. 6-7, 1864 .......-... 114 
Kenly, John R. Farewell address of, to 3d Division -..-......-.......-.- 724 
Newton, John. Farewell address of, to .-- 2. ---- 200-56 ce eno tese scene 735 
Army Corps, 2d. 
Barlow, Francis C., assigned to duty with .............-2..----+ --0. eee0- 427 
Calawell, John C., temporarily in command of ..-2...222-. .2--s.--226-2- 2 
Condition, ete., of Ambulance Corps of. Communication from Gouverneur 
Ie ALCON Meee se cree a toasts Halas eens Se fbn a cane eee ee ee 379 
iancock, Winticld.S., resumes command of. -2.50.-. .22- concuc ooewselsnccce 724 
Itineraries. 
Birney, David B. (3d Division), March, 1864........-..2...----2------ 784 
Bradley, Leman W. (4th Brigade, 1st Division), Jan., 1864........---- 461 
Broady, K. Oscar (1st Brigade, 1st Division), March, 1864..-.--...---.- 784 
Caldwell, John C. (1st Division), Feb., 1864.........---....---..----- 624 
Carr Joseph Ba (4th Division), March, 1864.52 s.. 222 22. -<\i-ne= se = 784 
Carroll, Samuel §. (1st Brigade, 3d Division), Feb., 1864..-.-.-.-.----- 625 
Hrankweanl isha Oivisiom) March, LOGS i accete meer oe: 4 cles let citer === 783 
Frank, Paul (3d Brigade, 1st Division). 
Meleuy HO case ORR Necee Se Sero Coro Go BAT cto Ru SeOm en SreE a accr so 624 
IRVIN), LE coceisenthOcei6 O ROnm Went 6c OHO OR RIBS ceEaRen omaaOc area 784 
Funk, Augustus (3d Brigade, 3d Division), Feb., 1864---.-..-.--..----- 626 


Hancock, Wantield S., April, 1864--.- 2 ose o co once wn oelnne- ==> === 1035 
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Army Corps, 2d —Continued. ; 
Itineraries. ‘ 
Hays, Alexander (3d Division), Feb., 18641--..---.-...---------------- 625 
McKeen, H. Boyd (ist Brigade, 1st Division), Feb., 1864...--...-.---- 624 
Morehead, Turner G. (3d Brigade, 2d Division), Feb., 1864..--.-...---- 625 
Morehead, Turner G. (2d Brigade, 2d Division), March, 1864 ......--.-.- 784 
Smith, R. Penn (2d Brigade, 2d Division). 
Ale hth pe bole} brane Soe an eee ERA aI IOO SE GEUONNGOon Cdasco.cecbes 461 
Hebi, 1ISG4.5.05 «costco = taetie haste aneee eet == oe eee eet 625 
Smyth, Thomas A. (2d Brigade, 3d Division), Reb; WlS64 22 se aes 625 
Warren, Gouverneur K. 
BLE iat a folsy es see eee Sas NAPE ano GeenaaniCis Jean otiese Sadia 461 
Wel, 186425 2 eo seee ates eee orem ce ere et ataiea mae ae tei «eee eer 624 
‘ March, 1864 25-2 ae 5 a nO pO RE IR ote, ri, 783 
Organization of. Communication from Winfield 8. Hancock ....--.------ 735 
Portions of 3d Army Corps (discontinued) assigned to .....--..----------- 3.9 
Recruitment for. Communication from Adjutant-General’s Office,U.S.A-- 373 
Warren, Gouverneur K., temporarily in command of.-.--..----...----..-- 1,2 
Army Corps, 2d, Commanding Officer of. Correspondence with George G. 
MWIGENG IG) Soaps Ane See near SAOCCR BOOS OSE. SIH pnon seHncm enact 5300) 718 @ 
Army Corps, 3d. 
Birney, David B., temporarily in commana OLiccc.cantnot sae sete Nae 2 
Discontinued, aaa troops distributed to 2d and 6th Army Corps. ---....--. 3 
Hrench. William E., resumes Command Ofso. cos as eae sale eee eere eee see 2 @ 
Itineraries. 4 
Bimey Davids. (lst Division), Hep. leo4mcce shceae sce eeneeeeeeneees 626 
Blaisdell, William (1st Brigade, 2d Division), Feb., 1864.......-----.- 626 
Carr, Joseph B. (3a Division), Feb., 1864 ...-.....--..----- ere nee 627 
Egan, Thomas W. (3d Brigade, 1st Division), Feb., 1864..---...-.--.).- 626 
French, William H. ‘ 
Jane 1864. abs.. ese aaerile. ith Ata eeth se eee cae 461 9 
Pe. el664 S22. ee SIoee Jae eeeeal Sat eee eee cee 626 t 
Prince, Henry (2d Division, 3d Army Corps), Feb., 1864 .............- 626 } 
Sewell, William J. (3d Brigade, 2d Division), Feb., 1864......-......- 627 
Smith, Benjamin F. (3d Brigade, 3d Division). . 
Tats 1064 ..2-- hie ns ccsses cacecccakeeeneae sore eens eee eee 461 
Reb.; 1864 x52 <i scene = Ble eeeeeise Jot ORE eae Ee SE See eee 627 i 
Ward J tobarh. (1st Division). any COA meee cesar eee ee ieee 461 
Itinerary of demonstration on the Rapidan, etc., Feb. 6-7, 1864...-......-. 138 
Army Corps, 5th. 
Itineraries. 
Bartlett, Joseph J. (1st Division). 
Rebs 1864 cajohs cant Hakone Miata antaer de = cron ane ee 627 
March @Q64 i0)..2eusn fod: Sepa reeds Soa te a 785 
Baxter, Henry (2d Brigade, 2d Dieioe MarnehwilS640.so8* stnce neues 785 
Bolinger, Henry C. (1st Brigade, 3d Division), April, 1864..........--.. 1036 
Cutler, Lysander (1st Brigade, 4th Division), March, 1864 ._._... ..._-- 785 
Dushane, Nathan T. (3d Brigade, 2d Division), March, 1864.........-_- 785 
Fisher, Joseph W. (3d Brigade, 3d Division), April, 1864 ...........--- 1036 
Griffin, Charles (1st Division), April, 1864 ...-.........-.....-..------ 1035 
Leonard, Samuel H. (1st Brigade, 2d Division). 
Marcy, 1864 «. . Ec inistics aes ney aoe ee ree ate te 785 
April, L864. 32eiaie ic Aes Reis Geter ane tae ae es or 1035 
McCandless, William (8d Division), Anril, 1864..-__.2.......---.....-- 1035 @ 
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Army Corps, 5th—Continued. 
Itineraries. 
Sykes, George. 
a) SUL SOME retorts aterae CIN ett eae te SE he se Se ee ROM rh oie Pi gah 462 
‘Ul ENS GS io 02 Rash 2 ol eo ah a ie a ee Eee ab a Sei SS OE ae RL ee 627 
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Madison Court-House, Va. 
Reconnaissance to, April 28, 1864. 
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Infantry—Regiments : 3d, 466, 736, 1038; 4th, 466, 737, 1038; 5th, 469,1041; ’ 
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1040; 31st, 32d, 926, 1045. 
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Mallory, W. B. 
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Marling’s Bottom, W. Va. Affair at, April 19, 1864, Report of William L. 
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Marshall, Charles. For correspondence as A. D. C., see Robert E. Lee. 
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Marshall, Humphrey, Mentioned ....0 csvceescteedvedcourdvcees 1094, 1096 
teevrs d 
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Wlarsteller nA Anam DLONGiON 6G yar ctectslerereseteretde sowie Meme Beaslsme cae cow See tees 267 
Marston, Gilman. 
PASSION LOsC te Vor eee ie ate, fae acta eee vinta sale Sn SAS ee eet ee eee 931 
Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler...-.....-......--..-.---- 360, 658, 667 
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Nartimnvhredericks Mentioned. si. 25s cidesd aeccasdes ote coset ees cea ss 303 
Martin, James G. 
Correspondence with 
BALLON SO UMoN eee ca” Nate ctoath ars cla owe wae Sense Mace ae ace enor ---. 87-89 
eI CHORGH Prt ema ee roth cele LUE ob clare a lee Sea eR baere as setae eee 90,91 
Wihitin' ps Wallan Hs (Cees 2 he. satis sobs cela nce eas ee a saeeees 82, 88 
Mentioned tas s5 Stam ne goes a aio feeiae sae 55, 58-60, 77, 82-84, 93, 95, 286, 289, 
307, 537, 1000, 1069, 1070, 1103, 1138, 1202, 1221, 1249, 1280, 1291, 1304, 1315 
Report of expedition against New Berne, N. C., Jan. 28-Feb. 10, 1864. .... 84 
Martin® Joseph’ W.’ Mentioned -sicieh2.5.225 .c5 2 stats oe eee eee e oe eg se 471, 1044 
Tartine ueOnard.s «Mentioned os. cente = snc wow civiein =e to eidia-eo-sinee ee aeeeeieeise 473, 1047 
Martin wilonteonieryan Mentioned irssa cet ciclo a0-lecletn -'wleom aoe a oem iieicrale 485 
Martin Wailliam-F,.) Mentioned)... 55. cesses tows so neee vee ce neetiens 1138, 1202, 1249 
Martindale, Franklin G. 
Correspondence with William W. Averell...... 2... --....---2--ece ese 265, 833 
IMGnGIONOG 228 24 cote SRSEES Sale Sion ae ees t See nde Soe se sees podsseeal seers 263 
Martindale; JohnH. Mentioned) t3.. 22.5. -./.5- eco reece cle stan 473, 1017, 1047 
Maryeyiviorton. “Mentioned 2.52225. s02-.0c. Jee cee EBoseec pote a cos Hoes 30 1201 
Matyel Leeman, obeantet. | Mentioned ves. aaa acne ole ee ofc olemieim<ticminielnisla cle leels 915 
Maryland Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate. ) 
Artillery, Light—Batteries : 1st,* 1235; 2d, 1076, 1089, 1090, 1101, 1158, 1247, 
1248, 1299; Chesapeake, 1235. 
Cavalry—Battalions : 1st, 387, 1076, 1089, 1090, 1101, 1158, 1247, 1248, 1299; 
24, 8, 43, 46, 151, 223, 322, 327, 328, 334, 393, 394, 445, 452, 677,715, 716, 755, 
998, 1252, 1253. 
Infantry—Batta/ions: 1st, 1090. Regiments: 2d, 1089, 1101, 1157, 1158, 1247, 
1248, 1299. 
Miscellaneous—Maryland Line, 559, 1023, 1075, 1076, 1135, 1157, 1191, 1216, 
1234, 1252, 1271, 1298. 
Maryland Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 
Artillery, Light—Batteries: A, 114,464, 622, 1047; B, 480, 894; D, 1051; 
Baltimore, 405, 476, 1051. 
Cavalry—B8atta/ions: Purnell Legion, 231, 476, 477, 454, 826, 1051, 1057. 
Companies : Smith’s, 477, 1051. Regiments: Ast, 358, 462, 1051; 1st P. 
H. B.,+ 15, 17, 18, 33, 480, 653, 876; 3d, 386. 
Infantry— Companies: Patapsco Guards, 478, 1052.. Regiments: 1st, 464, 
1040; Ist E. S., 402, 477, 859, 1051; Ist P. H. B., 479; 2d B.S., 477, 479, 
859; 24 P. H. B.,t 33, 34, 40, 480, 791, 986, 987, 1016, 1129; 3d P. H. B,, 
405, 476, 1051; 4th, 464, 1040; 5th, 476, 1051, 1129; 6th, 467, 745, 1042; 
7th, 8th, 464, 1040; 9th, 405,476; 10th, 346,365 405, 1129; Purnell Le- 
‘ gion, 405, 476, 1051. 


* Also called Dement’s Battery. 
+ Also called Cole’s Cavalry. 
{ McKinley’s company serving as cayalry, 
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oth Page, 
Mason Eawin.C., Mentioned <22..-2!2---- -pecc- sod en sieininiere Pessehese se 469, 1042 
Mason, Julian J. Mentioned -2-. 22.20.55. 220 seen mode sae - sewer esto ose 168 
Mason, Julius W. Mentioned ..--....-.--...-s2.. Mccicta's Jade, sastthow ete sad 470, 1043 
Mason, Philip D. | Mentioned 2c. ioc. cece cere cece eel csisisiee Pere ne 471 
Masonborough Inlet, N. C. 
Aiairs at, April 27=29), 1864 = 7 co ele wsisioe oe ne aici wicte le © satel’ = leet wollte nl 4 
Destruction of salt-works at, April 21, 1864. 
Communications from 
Dees S Reb PSs cee as season Seer oats oi cedar tne sete mateo 1028 
SWehubine:. William El C2 eye yoe se tenets Or erehaye = aie) aiats eee er 1303 
Worth, DB 3. 2. Ssiac ceien gate nee web -ayesccjee ae os ae eee peieneine 1304 
Reportiof William H. ©] Whiting es. sac. 2 cece oct oe niet eae er ate ET 
Massachusetts Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Heavy—Regiments: 1st, 474, 888, 1048; 2d, 58, 78, 297, 303, 482, 
485, 523, 543, 576, 577, 826, 933, 1010, 1054, 1057; 2d (Batteries), A, B, 485, 
1058; C, 77, 80, 485, 1058; D,77, 485, 1058; B, F,825; G, H, 301. 
Artillery, Light—Batteries : 1st (A), 470, 760, 1043; 34 (C), 468, 760, 1041 ; 
5th (£), 468, 760, 1041; 9th, 471,761,1044; LOth, 467, 760, 1039; 11th, 
14th, 1045; 16th, 1047, 
Cavalry—Regiments: 1st, 155, 470, 779, £73, 1037, 1043; 2d, 113, 159, 316, 474, 
1049; 4th, 1057. 
Deen eon eanies : Ist Sharpshooters, 465, 1038; 2d Sharpshooters, 
1039. Regiments: Ast, 466, 737, 1039; 7th, 469, 1042; 9th, 467, 1039; 
10th, 469, 1042; 11th, 466, 737, 1039; 12th, 13th, 463, 1040; 15th, 122- 
125, 465, 736, 1038; 16th, 466, 737, 1039; 17th, 59, 64, 65, 69, 75, 76, 285, 
289, 310-312, 484, 576, 577, 825, 826, 933, 1057; 18th, 467, 1040; 19th, 465, 
624, 736, 1038; 20th, 465, 736, 1038; 21st, 1045; 22d, 467, 1039; 234, 
230, 271, 273, 274, 483, 939, 1055, 1293; 24th, 803, 1055, 1293; 25th, 270- 
272, 274, 275, 401, 483, 484, 595, 939, 968, 969, 1055; 26th, 808; 27th, 230, 
270, 482, 642, 939, 1055; 28th, 464, 735, 1037; 32d, 467, 1039; 34th, 31, 480, 
511, 527, 788, 791, 859, 883, 894, 1129; 35th, 36th, 1045; 37th, 469, 1042; 
39th, 463, 1040; 40th, 1056; 56th, 57th, 1045. 
Massasoit, Steamer,’ Mentioned (222 052-52 22 - See oe so arenie eee Brcke ae 298 
Massey.) blijah bm Mentionedite:. 22 cee ee = o-tee felon seins) ce eats eae eee 479 
Masters, Hibbert'B; Mentioned: .:.-. 2.22 s.2-2<c- aceanne soe vee eee eee eee 810 
Mathews and Middlesex Counties, Va. Expedition from Yorktown into, 
March 17-21, 1864. 
Communication from John W. Ames ..-.-... deed bcm dee dicn Be ontemmoedesemee 955 
Reports of 
Duncan, Samuel A. oo. ate ic re eee we eee res io tsle bine wleie ote pitas 253 
Rogers George sae wk 26> RG eh ecto oe emia et a yac eee ene 254 
Mathews, Mason. Correspondence with Jefferson Davis........-.......---. 1106 
Mathews, William I. For correspondence as A. D. C., see Franz Sigel. 
MatildaeSteamer.t;Mentionedh: sstesstisaea- 2 gels-- Sots Se er eee eee 915 
Mattison, William Ro) Mentioned'ss: sgaeeeci s-e oseee- as eect ee eee 196, 197 
Mattocks, Charles} Pi aMentioned & s2fcte-e tt anecenctees<ucce boeeet ce meee 466, 1038 
Maulsby; Waithanwho Mentioned aq oo sisacoe se ance cafes anne ees . 479 
Maury, Dabney H. -Mentioned..........-...... be dou Siete eect eee 1321 
Many, (0. den blenbionedis 2a ce wer - aioe ei c me ts ee een seen 1159, 1248 
Mazwell John.) Mentioned:3o2 5. aa $s ses st eet See eee 939 
Maxwell; Wilson Cx Mentioned .225 222.2222 -e-es-5 5. selec eiercerte sete tee 23-25, 589 


May, Ella, Steamer, Mentioned Prevay reser asseggegerese yeerse reer "Vere vey 79 
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Pag 
Mayflower, Steamer. Mentioned ............ ides ahs etnies eee ie cca oe 915 
Maguew 7 Natalie Mentioned 2. . ooo. ¢6e0s<¢-<a0 ecocctedeaiacs. oceechincuce 810 
Maynadiersvvalliant Mgeaentioneds 42. ss-sce ocee he cconte. ce ese e 811 
DAY OMEmew oleae M embeds. — Ja:5< non ciass vesaae os cave neice coeeee ce. 1047 
May Om Gseplreit me Ment Oned eae segs sece cece fee tee. Caan e eo 1090 
Meade, George G. 
Correspondence with 

ACI UbaN: GenelalsOliCOy Wis S.A esse og sai os) stcisen case caren nee ee 17%, 

267, 326, 337, 357, 571, 629, 682, 722, 741, 776, 971, 993, 1032 

Army Corps, 2d, Commanding Officer Ole 2 sctecten teat eae nace eee 718 

Army Eorigncvien: Semigsieieieis=) OOL004,,.040— 348, 386, 397, 570, 595, 615, 632, 638 

AasuEec hhistO phen Osca-sades 6 seine teense thee octets cae 683, 734 

IP BT SCO WaisillO Debye ete ance eek o,f Serine ects sta a oy cieceeicea tee ee 573 

Bon Mall MONEVAN wie once aso wok cet rs cae ese ae tene 616, 753, 934, 982 
Burnside wAmDLosel bres fees ace = ah. ack cae ee en eee 990, 994, 1015 
Commanding Officer of Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac........-- 718 
TEU CH EW ALANS e. < aoe <ofte.- he Seo cies aisles een wsceee * 319, 597, 604, 605, 690 

(Ene WN SE Settee Aaa ces Sel esse ane Anne i GARR PRRs i nB oad as eet S 681, 

688, 689, 718, 816, 827, 855, 880, 881, ¢89, 598, 918, 949, 982, 992, 1003, 1013 
Gres ome D amide MicM eho cce Ng ocr does nee obs tance oy Bee aaa eee 900, 996 
icLamcockwavyamiieldiS ee 4cbetee acc 175, 348, 731, 743, 811, 818, 822, 839, 940 
EERIE INS VSsPAN TOW Ane. a. Se Serisie scyacis Goss ~ Se fee stemiastecare oe am ae 639, 640 

ishitcls, ISICTE 2A Ns, aeeeOeess Cones ae ee 451, 581, 595, 760, 818, 829, 880, 898, 899 

Hm pallcmer neue pe = set- oie ns ope e oeid ain stewie se stems oe 596, 647, 650, 651, 852, 853 
MIKOLS VAS CMPAIMMINGE) soe n alors te Sein cco s seb sess eects ae eee eee 653 

Mal patrick POMdsON. scccen ss ac Secss s<al--ceaeseessese 178, 175, 177, 180, 640 
Meeshoberiwhe- ace scot sss eek cee ee5 see eoeds a cewek aaias ateec eee 178, 180 

EAN GOL PA Dra amass sre oe amine in: n= iSisic weaves aledtaw, Se cincetinm oe teas Sees 918 
MoMaCandlesssWilliam cmc olewie ce Setisic ches onic ssink sine ols occa see aeqeees 1032 
IMCCLICKOLb MN noc saes coc os eos tegte cece ccecesies csiee~ scene saeaeeee 899, 993 

Me iiteeysOlLn scacas.ccccce.ce caccceee secre tee sce ses kpiae <6 Sasiewbteaee 666 
IMGTEUL EVV OSLO Vane miaciensnee eerie ose icinoie simian Aco sss eee eb eaibiesae 604, 647, 651 
NEWTON: J OND 5 25e8h Soteseisers cose SeUenc ceeds ccbeeansee 317, 318, 330, 604, 690 
INOELOMMMOMUCID fetace «seo Soe cicsiseine Saineuserelateiisiee mine reas eeieee 776, 822 
IPleasontonwAltred wescmcaic selee <cacels sonic acy Seewlens ae ceneeinseters 13, 171, 


173, 175-177, 181, 182, 317, 319, 326, 330, 331, 349, 351, 563, 587, 593, 
598, 604, 606, 609, 631, 633, 641, 653, 670, 671, 673, 682, 693-695, 733 


Sedmwacks JOM er esas ince Sneaw. cecisieee om sesen oe e eae yannche ote 338, 
349, 386, 562, 578, 597, 609, 615, 616, 628, 630, 690, 830, 940, 994 

Sino), Grins 65 Seca sn6 Sone co Ee Bbee CORO En aden Ghana sceacennat 650 
Sheridam, Dilip ell see sean sicin coos ican == wien elgiioeoeyaim Holes o> ae i eee 830, 
831, 835, 839, 844, 872, 908-910, 940, 941, 952, 962, 984, 995, 1005, 1015, 1016 
StantonphawinyMl ses. sc se > occa a6 2 sleeeis ieee ee ane staan ams mie 448 
Sullivan, Jeremiah) Coase. lens os 5-205 -e0r 95 ese e era ~° -mns ies sien 653 
Sweitzer, Nelson B..-.....------. ------ --- 20) 2-22 eee ee ene eee ee 873 
SykesGeorge) mec sce see asc ence mnele == 237, 337, 248, 574, 605, 691, 692, 707 
Tay OwsLOUM Bye setae sins so ieee ney Seecisn sie -) ale oierqceemias einiae 341 
War Department, U.S..---. 357, 541, 646, 728, 770, 897, 918, 925, 950, 961, 1025 
Warren, Gouverneur K ...... 266, 604, 608, 633, 690, 601, 694, 829, 935, 940, 962 
Wentz, Pnulules eres o22c.enc2. one vie ea emne 2-5 sinned) -n0\=iee'ano-eeeesns 993 


Co-operation with. Communication from Benjamin F. Butler............ 618 


1446 INDEX. 


P Page. 
Meade, George G.—Continued. 

Mentioned =--:* ==. --- (Ser pets HT Rowe astin ase sacs ee catoce s.otc ahaa 5, 11; 118} 
127, 145, 161, 173-177, 182, 187, 193, 200, 217, 218, 220, 223, 224, 237, 259, 290, 
317-319, 322, 326, 327, 331, 334, 335, 337, 338, 341, 348-350, 361, 366, 387, 389, 
395, 399,452, 462, 506,507, 520, 562, 563, 587, 591, 593, 595-598, 604-606, 608, 
609, 616, 618, 630, 633, 637-639, 641, 649, 651-653, 659, 661, 663, 666, 670, 672, 
673, 677, 682, 693, 688, 690-695, 699, 707, 708, 714,715, 717, 718, 721,723,724, 
726, 730-734, 738, 739, 743, 773, 774, 777, 786, 795, 806, 818, 820, 822, 829-831, 
835,851, 852, 856, 857, 879, 880, 885, 897, 899, 900, 904, 907, 908, 912, 918-921, 
923, 925,938, 940, 941, 946, 949, 951, 952, 951, 955, 962, 963, 966, 970, 971,993-— 
995, 1004, 1005, 101%, 1015, 1017, 1036, 1037, 1074, 1101, 1111, 1144, 1154, 
1167, 1185, 1243, 1244, 1246, 1255, 1261, 1265, 1267, 1268, 1272, 1273, 1276, 
1278, 1282, 1284, 1287, 1290, 1295, 1302, 1303, 1307, 1321, 1326, 1329, 1332 

Reports of Kilpatrick’s Expedition against Richmond, Va., Feb. 28-March 


AMI OGA eae cn cree cate te cee secs crete anima steeneais ath Se nee eee ete 169, 170 
Means. Samuel.C. Mentioned 22> snes. ses os = sieee seciniseyremiocs 480, 789, 912, 1129 
Wiedera Nicholas Bo, Mentioned! ses sete se eis eeeiaie etn el= clearer renee 263 


Medley, W. Va. Capture of wagon train at, J an. 30, 1864. See Hampshire 
and Hardy Cownties, W. Va. Operations in, Jan. 27-Feb. 7, 1864. © 
Reports of 


Early, Jubal A. Lee, Robert E. Snider, Joseph. 
Kelley, Benjamin F. Rosser, Thomas L. Thoburn, Joseph. 
Meems}, David. . -Mentioned:.co5-aienc- seek ieee ociona ie see a seelociee aaa eaieits ole 
Mehaffey; John... Mentioned s 22 2it bcc -cctoe cic net wale ciseiens tom seem alee 780 
Meigs Jann Wt oMontioned «25.62 2s 6..ces. sce 5stocus caee ss 831, 836, 889, 840, 976 
Meigs, Montgomery C. . 
Correspondence with U\.'S..Grant. -52<52 ss. 4csm- esos Oe ee eciet eee eee 808 
MGI tLON Odisek sat. 42 ate ea aaeres Poaceae te 647, 649, 650, 804, 808, 821, 886, 921 
For correspondence, etc., see Quartermaster-General’s Office, U. S. A. 
Meikel, George! Wi. Mentioned. .cccenncicwierc ce cine wie viclesiole cicieeeteee ett emer 466 


Melton, Samuel W. 
Correspondence with 


COONeN SAM Clie aain stale mlelelaleinierniete miele Tee wale alelesiol=lnete ae te tetera 1260 
WAGHGLS; cd OM Di eyoens She Gort Ae ceen epee cane cies wleerle Rotate eee nee 1253 
Mera C1 OM Oizarerolene Ee iare ce teh are ele letorayc Natale mele velel =i ctelnnlalstenatapyatete Serene eee 1253, 1292 
For correspondence as A, A. G., see Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. 
8S. A. 


Melvin, Thayer. 


Comespondence:with: Franz Sigeli., sceus. cm apace se cece ate senor eee 976, 1007 
MPOMGION OCs: terns a atetctlss See trea ale cimeklne ata as a eens tiate Sr ete eae 875 
For correspondence as A. A.G., see Benjamin F. Kelley ; also Franz Sigel. 

MemmingeereC Gres NlemblOn Od. oer sare foie lm ict cen tate ele eet ee Re ee 1225 
Wendell George Ele Mentioned’: oie tees esse seine coeele eee 450, 854, 1036, 1037 
Nendenhall J ohnyS + Mentionedisssasos aces sacs eee ee oe eee 71 
NFercedita;.U. 8:8... Mentioned 222 2 scc.te ows ch sce ee ee 80 
Meércerad ohn se Ment ionedeeererer eee eeee 96, 297, 298, 303, 1202, 1281, 1303 
Mercereau Charles L. Mentioned ...--....-.......... bie Skee See eee ae 477, 478 
Merchant; :Charles’S2 Mentioned tere qos aoe eee 472 
Meredith) Franics, Mentioncidire. setoas es casel- so ses ocean eens aes eee 409 
Meredith, Solomon. 

ABSIO TIONG CO“CUOY ceretnetets cscs frail tack ctal- Tore cleft Sera Sate ae ene 722 

Méntioned-..<- Pst AST Bae, Se Shee ie - ae 639, 715, 722 

Relieved from duty with Army of the Potomac ..............---.-.-.----- 717 
Merriam: Gustavus). lentioned sass sees nee ae 480, 746 


Merriam, Waldo. Mentioned aces CUBE) 
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Merrill, Jesse. phe 
Correspondence with 

Fuller, Frederick ...-... aS Sse eo 6 aos aio seen eee eis wee CCe eS 908, 923, 951, 994 

LOM Aide OUMG Peer sete. ae cs lve ns cs aattemrat icon ates walt ee tee 993 

MeCloskev an rancia, Ke o.. ssc aossens soe s Sees vs eee ete ee ae 908 

eee COCCI Aly Cue acne sana ece sak arabe hue ctaotee 890, 899, 922, 961, 971 


Fail OL peter Neen nie Som = is ce aeaig oe a ei eee ce eee eee EOS ORO 7208. 
VECO GON O Reais cece 2 siete a2 ijn dc wed bakin oe acdc soeiae aera Hl OAR O04 


Menibione dasemars hte ee errs Roe ae Sen aac aitce ae Sep 482 
Report of expedition against New Berne, N. C., Jan. 28-Feb. 10, 1864....-. AT 
Mermitty a Clarksona Mentioned © -<..c-,.cccee + ot Se aewde ne een es ace eee 513 
Merritt, C; G: (Mentioned * 52 2c .2sic-c.ce5 Se HE ae eee be 1159 
IMiGimitterncnryeA:L) .sVientioned. Co s-2820 9 let, qsaees ce Saciee eee ce seek 194 
MMemitisho bets. «Mentioned =. cas sce siescac da otis ns eee ee ere ee eee nee 1048 


Merritt, Wesley. 
Correspondence with 


CTarkesGeorg Orde J acni norte sfeaiseicintere's acess stole Sc aye atetarein: sas aemere ere wee, 700 
Gibbs yAdied, (ca ctscte tenis ote cies ce ects 385, 391, 440, 441, 449, 515, 609, 610, 666 
Gord onmnGeor get ay ata. shee cops cemend sage hee ARC ae eee Sees eee 449 
Gregg, David McM.........-- pee acl Ge 408, 411, 427, 432, 437, 449, 525, 745, 806 
Meade GeOrg Ol Gre asna)scirsas toes aioe ee eeceicee sates een eee 604, 647, 651 
INGWhO NN ONM eeer sce ee bo acie ee. naa < ones ape eals Se ee Steen a re 556 
EA TRONSH MOS do see 2 sae ee a6 foe Hatcts oiap alc mia sie ake eta eee ier aeets 806 
Plegsoncon cA lired| sss a seas te oe soa eee ae 319, 339, 350, 358, 364, 369, 388, 
391, 578, 586, 587, 599, 641, 647, 652, 657,659, 669, 694-696, 699, 700, 702, 713 
SantordsGeorgoc Dy see sacut amet oee euteee ce ciiee aerdnn sober ate toner ae 487 
Sedgwick Johmoes: .-.<-- <4) die Binvefopae sie ee eaeietnieg opis tee erase a 408, 562, 563 
LROLp se LUOM As dies ats ota see sa soem tis a= Soe eee aoe Cee meee corte 545 
Itineraries of 1st Division, Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac. 
OD 1 BO4 eeeitecs coe sess axis Sic sage siamic oe aelen stay ioe as ee Ne aoe se alae 619 
IMA TO LML EGA sc arerctcieiaa a aclere asic wis. s<)5,a/cnrcie' oS ejelse sine Set esine ote nie clone meee 778 
IMIOME OW Cir tapioca fascial atctets a denic)ne aie a in ateelisie ae oe a Se CIS te Ole > Riera 18, 140, 174, 


183, 184, 190, 191, 193, 330, 331, 349-351, 408, 470, 515, 525, 536, 562, 563, 601, 
606, 607, 609, 619, 622, 630, 631, 633, 669, 693-695, 719, 777, 778, 835, 892, 1043 
Reports of 
Madison Court-House and Mount Carmel Church, Va. Reconnaissance 
tox dams ol LEG4 2 coc sas seine oes tploacisce & ope cee es een eee 108 
Rapidan River, Va. Demonstration on the,including engagement at 
Morton’s Ford, and skirmishes at Barnett’s and Culpeper Fords, 


Mel iG=atel SOA a ieee oe cco meres chins onintes prataia cla ninja sears Eee 139 

Mervine, Catharinus B. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Jacob B. Sweitzer. 
IWieservey, Cc haies ©. Mentioned jose sec ecl-mlicas a) canine ea ego ota einai 474, 1048 
Messinger, Daniel. Mentioned ....-..- Bs cach cae nd Sey ee eee eee 1054 
Motcaltehichard.,. Mentioned ss msc. eens eke Soe oe eae ee seae see ee seeeisseees 465 
| Miami, U.S.S. Mentioned............-:.. 51, 278, 279, 283, 297, 298, 512, 938, 939, 967 


Michigan Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light—8atterjes : 13th, 14th, 1047. 

Cavalry—Regiments: 1st, 471, 474, 475, 964, 1043, 1049; Sth, 174, 194, 195, 
471, 783, 891, 1043; 6th, 33, 174, 471, 480, 848, 876, ¢91, 912, 927, 942, 1043, 
1129; 7th, 174, 185, 471, 891, 1043. : 

Infantry—Companies: 1st Sharpshooters, 2d Sharpshooters, 1046. 
Regiments : 1st Sharpshooters, 657, 1046; Ist, 467, 1040; 2d, 1046; 3d, 
358, 466, 737,1038; 4th, 467, 1039; Sth, 358, 466,737, 1038; 7th, 358, 465, 
624, 736, 1038; Sth, 1046; 16th, 358, 46%, 1040; 17th, 20th, 1046; 24th, 
463, 1041; 26th, 464, 735, 1037; 27th, 1046, 
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Page. 
Middleburg, Va. Scout to. See Aldie and Middleburg, Va. Scout to, March 
28-29, 1864. 
Middle Department (8th Army Corps). 
Affairs in, generally. Communication from Lew. Wallace...-.-..-------- 884 
Delaware, District of. 
Kenly, John R. 


Agsigmed: tor command Ol soe sees sas sme iat sacle aoa eee a 794 
Assumes command*of-25-2c.ca-cese ses (eee = ae eee 802 
Tyler, Daniel, relieved from command of. .......----.---..----------- 794 
Kenly,jJohm Re, assigned toy Qu typ tino ayer let sin eia\=lat cla wlaleieielai= ofan oleate ete 722 
Lockwood, Henry H. 
Assigned to command of 3d Separate Brigade .........--... Petes Se ee 727 
Relievedtfrom”command Of esse 2 ae sae ee = oe se aa om alates eee 3 
Movements and disposition of troops in. Communication from Henry H. 
Lockwood? 202 2220 lc ct2 ces hecsees ee anne os eles ce eee eee eae 405 


Orders, General, series 1664—Lockwood : No. 2,386; No. 11,680. Wallace: 
No. 16, 717; No. 17, 727; Nos. 20, 21, 794; No. 25, 904; No. 
30, 989. Kenly: No. 1, 02. 
Union troops in. Organization, strength, etc. 
SRN T81, [OOS eaecce ccs ene cie a cae scale des oem atte lacie Meera tee eee 475-477 
API, 1864 cae eee Soa se sIe een delese eases cee Sete sense 1050, 1051 
Wallace, Lew. 
Assigned to command of 2 
Assumes command:of2: st 2 tess kstceats 22o ts sore ee eet eee 717 
Middlesex County, Va. Expedition into. See Wathews and Middlesex Coun- 
ties, Va. Expedition from Yorktown into, March 17-21, 1864. 
Middletown, Va. Skirmish near, April 24, 1864. 
Communications from 
Imboden oh 1): oe asisce as cess eas ets ate hos Seana eee ne ees 309 


Bay lOnsNODert! Le Saran tec aac cet Sac osnoe an sa cme heats eee aes 97 
Reports of ; 
Galmese,Plelding Mir secesras seas onse ane eeeee ee wes etyseecsetecaes 309 
Weber, Ma mages fet 2 oe tis coc Si clases tia cts orate coats oy ene ncn ca 308 
Miles John B.* Mentioned 57 r.2 2-0 --. ce ecionee eect: Hee Soe eee eee 469 
MilestNelsonva:. | Mention eds occ. qecmien see see reece eee ae eee 735, 1037 
Miles, William Porcher. 
Correspondence with War Department; C. S222. 22.2 _ 22 eae ese c ce cece 1083 
M Oni 1On CO Seats oa oe ein ere oo tin eaaiunis anise ss wee ele teen tre eT ene 1032 
Miles, William W. Correspondence with William W. Averell ........... 658, 767 
Milford, Va. Affair near. See Bristoe Station and Milford, Va. Affairs near, 
April 15, 1864. 
Mintlen, Jon IM Mentone dse sec cecs site se e siqaee es seer ise hese eee 1232 
Miller, Mentioned }42s2 J. 2 52 Se ies ae e Pose ee Se eee 672 
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Navy Department, U.S .-..-----.----2 .---2- 222 2220 eee eee coon oes 326, 814 
’ Transfer of troops from Army to. Communications from 
(Chiming, (ie Si caoe Gee ooo soos canes scene cee a0a eB ea00 Oo ere cone obiagorsr 880 
Hunt, Henry J..-...-. ------ ------ 22 222 eee tee nee eee cee eee eee 898 
Meade, George G..-.-. ..---- een e eee ene ee eens tee eee corer eens 759, 899 
Sigel, Franz -....----------- +--+ eee ones cee eee ee tee eee eee Ries wisera 926 
Navy Department, C. S. Correspondence with 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s RBC; (ORS os epost coca ecencconds 1238, 1239 
Loyall, B. P ..---.------ -- 2-22 ene een eee eee cee ce ert seen cree rene 1219 
Lynch, William F.-.....----.--.---+-- +--+ serene cree cee cere ter ee es ceccee 1218 
War Department, C.S -.-..------ Peiets see tee sds scm epecesee dee sees, eek, 
Navy Department, U. S. Porvdnondcnce Ww ith, 
Butler, Benjamin F ....-..----.-------- + ---2-2 ere eres NSH SoS RBA OGEED 511, 959 
Grant, U. S..-.-. 1-2 2-2 22-2 eee eon cee rene cee ene tenn ns te ccee ene 821, 878 
Meee ose Dinan sees = cele ese nets i - SHE ano Saba por Sacco 512, 843, 938, 967, 1028 
War Department, U.S.....---------- 22-22 eee ee eee rete eee 326, 814, 1028 
‘Neal, J.B. Mentioned ........---------1 eoeeee ete e eee et cere eee teers 1143 
Neall, Isaac J. Méntioned ..--....---- .----2 eee ee eee e ee ere rere tees 1949 


Neblett, N, M, Mentioned reverurevos rer rrF rer ese TERT Tee RTT eH PEP Te? CORTE Te 207, 208 
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Page. 
Neel, William H.R. Mentioned......---..------ ------ +--+ ---eee eee eee ee 772 
Negroes. Enlistment of, etc. Communication from Henry H. Lockwood.-...- 680 
Neill, Edward M. Mentioned ...-.....--.-.-----+----+ +--+ ---- rchouee: 366, 542, 837 
Neill, Thomas H. ; 
Itinerary of 3d Brigade, 2d Division, 6th Army Corps, March, 1864...---.. 726 
WIGid HKG etn eb Sonsee AoC onso SaaS EebSactaccosse 338, 410, 469, 786, 850, 1042 
Nelson, Amos. Mentioned .......--..2---. .----------- +--+ 22-002 +2 = +22 239 
Nelson, William. Mentioned...-....----------------------------- 1205, 1235, 1267 
Nevin, David J. Mentioned -.........-.-..---- +--+ ---- --2 + soe eee eee eee 479 
Nevinyssonn 1 )> Mentioned yt 15- 9s ofan ses ee cee eee ee ee She oe 479 
Nevin, Robert J. Mentioned ....... ..------ ------ 2-2-5 0-2-2 eee eee one 478, 1052 


New Berne, N. C. 
Defense of. Communication from Innis N. Palmer...--.-.-.----.---.----: 932 
Establishment of free schools in. Communication from John J. Peck .-.. 668 
Expedition against, Jan. 28-Feb. 10, 1864. 


Casualties; -Returns of. Union troops .-2----.-2-2- --.2 essere 59, 67, 69 
Communications from 
JV IO IG ISTE DIN OS oi ioddmocrachob Gapcos cnaoScmode-Opaers sags 87-89, 97, 100 
Butler, Benjamin Feo... cccce i-ccstes se ees ose ae 506, 507, 511, 518, 543 
Claassen wheter: meeee st semies ot cee slew eee ele ae ele ee eee eee 61, 67-71 
IGNGIGg, CCORGG Mis chee suo cabSoacos Hde cendicoese coeseS oSece) soon 12 
Parquhars Francis Wr. st stec. pecs cere esas tenes saeetee) eae 531 
UGH Ss Titi) matter dtos (ins debotid posomnbSctdooadpé onaoscesHess 90, 91. 
“OW, JQ Ss Sasa CuO ao OGsO CORD OS Gastn Heecbe Sober euSSoN 496, 523 
Lee; Robert Weericriccsccpesttasesne ase ce aac oss 87,1160, 1186, 1187 
WG n ish BOAT Tek Sea serocaaagapeasodase 2 apa delays eivatis siacae eee trees 512 
Martinw ames Gace wei ci cles Ss cei = tcecse ciacicte ate ee 87-89 
Palmerelinis iN se scce seca esse ee oma oer eeee meet ee 70, 496, 501, 502, 522 
Pecks Ol nid Mees scat acre c's se ce cise sec ree tear eee eee eae see 663 
Pickett; George E)li.s..0. 2. ae. wee ae Re meesiia se. 2. 92, 1145 
Savare; JAM eS Wilseccrccctes cs cies sce s cete tele cn creme toe ms eee Rete 72 
Simpson; George Bie cees wee se eee ce eee ase eee eee eee eee 512 
Wressells\-Henr yaw soe rccicte coe te ce ote ce ane rae ere Meee sgh lil 
Whiting, “William Hl Cte eis ees cece. sen eateteray eee eee em Sone! 
Reports of 
Barney, Valentine Gras. heaciese se cise isc seeises ae icant eee 81 
Barvony Sebh My ee sowie s cl eeele toto yet oe S sitet ene ae een eae 97 
Claassen, Reber Jc inscsse ace se yest tee caste a eee e meee eee 62 
Clingman\Dhomag Lito. cee cite clece eo eine cena een 101 
Hoke Robertghyee os aces ce ones amisetiel mee eee cae eee eee ene 95 
Jourdan, James se. cois2. 2. cece ee ee cee eee ee eee 77, 80 
Martin vyamesiG-..c-- cree ercren meme re No a/eislae ise eelerelel eke sete eeteette 84 
Merrill J@ss072 signe ces ucer comene ieee meen eee eee 47 
Palmer innisiNia. era ast ne ences eres Bedakucedsind -.. 49-52, 54, 57 
Beck, John I Yascte ooitc cease oct ale ee re te 60 
Ricketh, George, 15-00. ..cet sotece ss er et acces cr ee tees eee 92 
SavapetJ ames" Was. . scl. t-test ee ee ne cee ee eee eee 69 
Smith Charles Go. so. tensg oe as cnsee cree Meet dees eee eee 73 
Whiting eWilliam-H Cr os. 2.5 sce ose sa eeee se noe cee eee 82, 83 
Winansmirage.* ooo escuectcen tects 2 See oo eens an 71 
Wood; John Day lors... taecaeeaceet see oo ae eee 102 
Proposed expedition against. Communications from Robert E. Lee.1061, 1101-1104 
New Berne, Sub-District of. Designation of, ordered ............---...---- 646 


Nowby.—--—,, . Mentioned 25, v--cscerssce secs seiee ew eee tne nets eee eee 22 
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New Creek, W. Va. Scout from., Feb. 21-22, 1864. See Moorefield, W. Va. ee 
Scout from New Creek to, Feb. 21-22, 1864. 
Newhall, Frederick C. ; 
Correspondence with Philip H. Sheridan... ........-.. sc-cec ccaces .2ccccee 891 
Me ition Wee ae meta ean = ek a8 ob 552 126th ra can LL chen ce Cone eke 972 
For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Alfred Pleasonton. 
New Hampshire Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Light—Batterjes: 1st, 467, 761, 1039. 
Cavalry—Regiments : 1st, 620, 1056. 
Infantry—Regiments : 2d, 484, 939, 1055; 3d, 1056; 4th, 878, 1056; 5th, 484, 
1057; 6th, 926, 1045; 7th, 1056; 9th, 926, 1045; 1Oth, 225, 227, 230, 483, 
803, 939, 1054; Lith, 926, 1045; 12th, 484, 939, 1055; 13th, 270, 433, 803, 
939, 1054; 14th, 473, 487, 527, 557, 587. 
New Jersey Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Light—Batteries : 1st, 471, 761, 1044; 2d, 467,761, 1044; 3d, 473, 
1047; 4th, 473,914, 1056; 5th, 473, 886, 1056. 
Cavalry—Regiments : 1st, 155, 361, 470, 1043; 3d, 946, 1046. 
Infantry—Regiments: 1st, 2d, 3d, 469, 1041; 4th, 358, 469, 1041; 5th, 6th, 
7th, 8th, 466, 737, 1039; Oth, 225, 226, 272, 273, 275, 483, 939, 1055, 1293; 
10th, 478, 1041; 11th, 466,737, 1039; 12th, 118, 129, 130, 465, 736, 1038; 
14th, 467,744, 1042; 15th, 469, 1041. 
Newport Barracks, N. C. 
Expedition from. See Swansborough, N. C. Expedition from Newport Bar- 
racks to, April 29-30, 1864. 
Skirmish at, Feb.2, 1864. See New Berne, N. C. Expedition against, Jan. 
28-Feb. 10,1864 Reports of 
Barney, Valentine G. Martin, James G. Whiting, William H. C. 
Jourdan, James. Palmer, Innis N. 
Skirmish near, Feb. 6,1864. See New Berne, N. C. Lxpedition against, Jan. 
28-Feb. 10, 1864. Report of Jourdan, p.79. 
Noawzron, Charles B. Mentioned -- +. 2. - 2-0 --52242 jot -sho- sees 78, 80, 485, 1058 
Wewton, John. 
Assignment to duty -.--....,---.----------- fe eles cone wabne ga bn nwiecive wees 722 
Correspondence with 
(CLOT, ING Reh WEE S53 564 Gob Sea sos soe te dnohe sooeoe 373, 497, 502, 533, 647, 690 
(CRS, IDA SEHD) 265656 cade Sade docen seod sgn SSAeaseesee soveaSGaaS2 Sc 743 
IDanyeln,, \WavnG ht Ste Hee Reae naddeo hacen cegedomdes eoorogho auc 407, 408, 410 
iysereenels RYO NTO Sloe eSee coer Josebe Lg DaeooU caboose sae bed. 593, 597, 604 
MendenGeorge Gls sate. si os soles talon vace crutineSelnake.- 317, 318, 330, 604, 690 
Blom rit GMiVViCSleVseri= oteksa\cle'se siete sic <1 fe ysiee inte = e\riein Shoei tae 556 
amon, d@en CO cots cgobe on cnapreocronbu cere cdess Gee odo udebs sued 337 
Reda miek JOM: »caguuce-s o02+-504-sbepec 407, 410, 435, 515, 523, 532, 533, 540 
Wiggins, John C .......--- ++ 25. bane toe eee ne ene teen eee eee 373, 
497, 502, 523, 524,533, 534, 589,556, 566, 586, 591, 615, 647 
Farewell address of, to Ist Army Corps.... .--.. ---. --02 --e eee tee eee eee ee 735 
Itineraries of 1st Army Corps. \ 
Jam., 1864 222-2 oe hee ce ene eee ne nee ene cee ee cee cree scene 460 
Feb., 1864... ...- 2. 2-2 econ oe eee ee ce eet ce nee cee nee eens cece sence 622 
Mepimodan tense sea. SL. ede ach ck. bss 114, 115, 118, 119, 326, 382, 
407, 460, 462, 463,515, 516,525, 535,554, 622, 638, 639, 695, 718, 722, 730, 735 
Relieved from duty with Army of the Potomac ....-----.----------+-------- Nie ie 
Newton, W. Mentioned..........----------+ ---+ seer ee eee ee ee eee eee eee 1266 


New York, Steamer, Mentioned... -+re-creessaverecoever cece crsresvere scree 919 
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Page. 
New York Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Heavy—Regiments: 2d, 474, 888, 1048; 4th, 474, 761, 829; 4th 
(Battalions), Ist, 1043; 2a, 1041; 3d, 1039; 5th, 405, 476, 480; Sth (Bat- 
teries), F,476; 6th, 471, 584, 761, 861, 1044; 7th, 473, 888, 1048; 8th, 405, 
476, 1051; 8th (Batteries), B, F, 1051; 9th, 473, 888, 1048; LOth, 473, 881, 
888, 1048; 13th, 273, 1010, 1054; 13th (Batteries), A, B, C, D, 483; I, K, 
1053; 14th, 913, 938, 955 ; 1th, 474,761, 1044; 16th, 484, 861, 1055. 

Artillery, Light—Batteries: Ist, 470,760, 1043; 3d, 470,760, 933, 1043; Sth, 
471, 761, 1044; 6th, 471,761, 1044; 7th, 482, 1055; 8th, 484, 1054; 9th, 473, 
1048; L1th, 471, 761, 1044; 12th, 467, 760,1044; 15th, 471, 761, 1044; 16th, 
484.1057; 17th, 474, 1049; L9th, 473, 1045; 23d, 304,311, 485, 1021, 1057 ; 
24th, 297, 301, 485.1058; 27th, 478, 1046; 30th, 480, 755, 1017; 32d, 480, 
727,914, 1017; 33d, 473, 886, 1056; 34th, 1046. Regiments: Ist, 358; 1st 
( Batteries), A, 478, 1052; B, 471, 761, 1044; C, 468, 761, 1044; D, 467, 760, 
1041; B, 461, 1041; Band L, 760; F, 473, 1047; G, 465, 760, 1039; H, 464, 
760, 1041; K, 818, 1047; Is, 114, 464, 622, 760, 1041; 3d, 470, 485, 577, 825, 
826, 1057; 3d (Batteries), C.576; D, 1058; H, 576, 837, 1057; Hi, 484, 1054; 
T, 58,576; K, 69,76, 576, 837, 1055; M, 483, 1055. 

Cavalry —Batta/ions : 23d, 24,77, 485, 1058. Companies: Oneida, 462, 1037. 
Regiments: 1st (Lincoln), 25, 33, 34,309, 480, 492, 653, 706, 727, 740, 746, 
841, 847, 876, 903, 929, 977, 1129; Ist (Veteran), 233-236, 475, 487, 503, 653, 
841, 847, 876, 903, 929; 2d, 141, 174, 191, 193-196, 471, 1044; 2d ( Veteran), 
475 ; 2d (Mounted Rifles), 1050; 3d, 143, 146, 147, 150, 484, 521, 522, 572, 
576, 577, 612, 824, 826, 837, 838, 877, 1013, 1054; 4th, 174, 470, 892, 1043 ; 
5th, 174, 184, 191-194, 402, 471, 1044; 6th, 253, 314, 358, 470, 619, 1043 ; 
7th, * 20-22, 143, 145, 147, 150, 240, 243-245, 313, 314, 483, 521, 522, 668, 672, 
1057 ; 8th, 107, 140, 470, 619, 872, 873, 892, 1044 ; 9th, 253, 358, 470, 619, 1043 ; 
10th, 459, 464, 470, 621, 780, 857, 909, 974, 1033, 1034, 1042; L1th, 473, 1276; 
12th, 24, 62, 64, 66, 69-73, 277, 297, 301, 311, 484, 485, 538, 576, 577, 824-826, 
933, 1057, 1058; 13th, 28, 474, 762, 1048, 1049; 15th, 33, 34, 228-230, 475, 
480, 509, 588, 746, 986; 16th, 159, 316, 474, 1049; 18th, 475 ; 19th, 470, 
622, 892, 1043; 20th, 482, 483, 1001, 1010, 1054, 1176 ; 21st, 33, 309, 480, 841, 
847, 876, 903, 929, 943, 944, 975, 976, 987, 938, 1129; 22d, 879, 966, 994; 
24th, 25th, 1050; 27th (?), 879. 

Engineers—Reg/ments : 1st, 1057 ; 15th, 463, 934, 1037; 50th, 463, 753, 829, 
1037. 

Infantry—Battalions : 1st Sharpshooters, 463,1041 Regiments: 3d, 803 
1056; 5th (Veteran), 474, 1049 ; 7th, 464, 736, 1037; LOth, 118, 129-132, 
465, 736, 1038; 12th, 467, 1039; 39th, 118, 127, 134, 135, 465, 736, 788,784, 
1037; 40th, 358, 466, 736, 1038; 42d, 465, 736, 1038; 43d, 358, 469, 
1042; 44th, 468, 574, 1040; 47th, 48th, 1056; 49th, 469, 1042; 51st, 
1045 ; 52d, 464,736, 1037; 57th, 464, 624, 736, 1037; 59th, 358, 461, 465, 
624, 736, 1033; Elst, 358, 464, 624, 735, 1037; 62d, 479, 1042; 63d, 358, 
464,736, 1037; 64th, 464, 736, 1037; 65th, 469, 1042; 66th. 358, 461, 464, 
736,784, 1037; 67th, 469, 1042; 69th, 35x, 464, 624,736, 1037 ; 70th, 71st, 
72d, 73d, 74th, 466, 737, 1039; ‘75th, 1048; 76th, 460, 463, 785, 1041; 
77th, 469,1042; 79th, 1046; 8Oth, 462, 1037; 81st, 483, 939, 1054; 82d, 
122, 124-126, 465, 736, 1038; 83d, 463, 1040; 84th, 463, 1041; g5th, 106, 
297, 301, 303, 485, 1058 ; 86th, 358, 466, 736, 1038 ; 88th, 461, 464, 624, 736, 
1037 ; 89th, 803, 1056 ; 92d, 484,576, 577, 825, 826, 933; 93d, 358, 462, 1038 ; 
95th, 463, ‘1041; 96th, 483, 939, 1054; 97th, 463, 1040; 98th, 483, 939, 
1054; 99th, 62, 64, 66, 69-73, 484, 576, 577, 636, 642, 825, 826, 933, 1057 ; 
100th, 1055; 103d, 803; 104th, 463, 1040; LOG6th, 467, 744, 1042; 108th, 
118, ies 182, aoe 738, 1038; 1O9th, 475, 1046 : 111th, 118, 195 , 136, 465, 


Also 1st Mounted R titles, a vata th 
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New York Troops. Mentioned—Continued. . 
Infantry—Regiments: 111th (continued), 475, 736, 783, 784, 1037, 1050; 
112th, 115th, 1056; 117th, 803, 1056; 118th, 225, 238, 272, 275, 276, 401, 
483, 562, 572,573, 939, 1054; 120th, 466, 737, 1039; 121st, 469, 1041; 122d, 
469, 1042; 124th, 466, 736, 1038; 125th, 135, 136, 465, 736, 783, 784, 1037; 
126th, 118, 137, 465, 736, 733, 1037; 132d, 62, 63, 65-67, 69, 70, 74-76, 484, 
531 538, 576, 577, 825, 826, 933, 1057; 139th, 21, 22, 150, 252, 483, 562, 572, 
573, 939, 1054; 140th, 468, 1039; 142d, 1056; 146th, 468, 1039; 147th, 
463, 1041; 148th, 484, 939, 1055; 151st, 467, 744, 1042; 152d, 126, 465, 
736, 784, 1038; 153d, 473; 155th, 474, 1049; 158th, 24, 77, 79, 80, 257, 
485, 496, 523, 825, 826, 932, 933, 1057, 1053; 164th, 474, 1049; 169th, 1056; 
170th, 1824, 474, 1049. 
Nicholls, Francis T. 
Correspondence with 


JiR) TOO Dieses BARS RE ACOSO eS a a IAR ARH ascr te Sein Wes Ain 167 
Wellies AWS Baa see eueesaaae Epeteetere orcas vis! cialetate siele ve aicia tie amie cere erate es 166 
vemiumomedeee eae oo Peis ak SpasdaSduanodoBond daboadcoaa aco) Jay 
Reports of Custer's Raid ito Aiberarie County, Va., Feb. 28-March 1, 
LUCY ed Ae SE SERRA AAR ee aa eae Somes cumeece tenons eee ets 166, 167 
NICHOLS wE li Sm \lentione die acces 2s ce ccse one cssticcecs sto ace ae eeeee eee 1051 
NICHOleMGeOLPe Fume len iOned (seven ce sacss cece cece ace | coeeaclte moeementes 275 
INiOvNOlsmw iliiameaAys pvlentlOoned ws. cece cence cee cc bre or cceeseeeetee eeeee 810 
For correspondence as A. A.G., see Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S. A. 
NiChOlSOM gd OUlimeOnulonedes: sues sce sors ceccs estes saat Seneca tees 617 
ENA atin CLIT MPN OIlOUC eset ne ac seco oc ce Lacs sete see ae eestor cee ee eee 584 
INTeStPAV ANSON cam MENtIOLCE <2. c<55.cicccahe cccscs cane cece secs snecoues 468, 1049 
INIIMINO Ws ONN Me NlON GONE oes esac sec scces sacs ccks corcinee scgs= Sees eene cee 142 
Nims, Frederick A. For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Jeremiah C. Sul- 
livan. 
Np, Uh jseiss MORO ilGesesaSeseqeune ScaeuoncddS copocEIpecoicevEgcoorséd 4, 1028 
INGENGyey, (foagudel, . Neila CCG tasea eaaciener SAOmnaeso eeoeo mips saee qaeroeSSce 1057 
Wokesville, Va. Affair near, Apri] 13, 1864. Report of James F. Grimes .... 269 
INO lancer wir pee LeIUTON Odin mares cree tee oa ve cca ve J nce pee eeeesinens semee 1289 


Norfolk, Va. 
Expedition from. See Isle of Wight County, Va. Expedition from Norfolk 
to, and skirmishes near Cherry Grove Landing and at Smithfield, 
April 13-15, 1264. 


Graham, Charles K., assigned to command of...-....---. ----------+ ------ 931 
Wild, Edward A., relieved from command of........---- a eetinca Seon eseres 931 
Worris, Charles B. 
EL Oe Witten loredeGlM Sass adele es «+ ss Sag ER ASRO Oop Seeds 545 
NOH OO Meee ree ech kan. ee gone case sect Se eeee OO LOSD 
Norris, William. Men Honea. sda dad nSbS Co SSOR CEE ORS CREEP Gapaciin dood 1265 
North, George H. Mentioned..--.. ISEGa0 684 ERS DSUs SIESHSINeS Sen aceeecaditose 903 
WNortincarolina, ©, 9.95 Mentioned. .cee...222 5-15: 22 2-25 oes nne 1221, 1223-1225, 1227 
North Carolina, Department of. (Confederate.) 
Affairsin, generally. Communication from George E. Pickett .--.. .----. 1067 
Cape Fear, District of, united with ........-. .---------+- +222 er cree ee eee 1292 
Confederate troopsin. Organization, strength, etc., Feb., Say ae ea 1201, 1202 
Movements and disposition of troops in. Communication from George E. 
IO apt Men ae he ns cob aca cies ac ene Bsiniclewisele creole ates csieis 1151 
Operations in. Communications from 
Corse, Montgomery D..-.-..----. .----. ------ e222 eee errr ee ee 1243 
Picket GCOrrG Heine: 2feseeh cows «peeveves: ecgeer cree cvercese, LUBY; 1105 
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Page. 
North Carolina, Department of. (Confederate)—Continued. 
Orders, General, series 1864—Corse : March 18, 1232; April 11,1274; No. 
4, 1281. 
Proposed operations in. Communication from C, L. Burgwin....-------.- 1308 
Reported movements of Union troops in, Communications from 
Barton, Seth M .......-.. .2---- +--+ oo coon tere e es ee eee cree eee 1068 
Corse, Montgomery D...---------- ------ +--+ --- 22+ tere ee reer eee 123 
Milligan, James F...-...----- Be one Gen ane Soon e pases caee so Raa ss0 G55 1293 
Ransom, Matt. W ..---. ..-. ---- 22-22 eee ees eee et cere e ee cece ee ee ee 1270 
North Carolina, District of. (Union.) 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from 
Peck, John J... 2... 22-220. 20-0 coe e es cree ne coins cone e tien nen - 2 eens 300 
Weasells, Henry W ....-. «-.- -- 220 - << eee oe ene wanisn einen snes eines 537, 551 
Operations in the, Jan. 20-29, 1864. 
Record of events on district return for Jan., 1264 ........---.-.-.---- 24 
Reportiof Innis N. Palmer .<-- 4-2-2 ce-- elee o = ee el 23 
Palmer, Innis N. 
Agsiomedabo command: Ofe= soe seer cei eae eats sehen ieee 916 
INGEN AKU OO} OU NTH VIMO Coe Saas GOGO EO ObEecec eed cease Goonce Secasec nee 981 
Peck, John J. 
iRelveveditromeucomim an dsOls soem. soma erate ele eee ree telat ele eee 916 
Relinguishesicomman (Ot Goo - ae. ce ae a eaeigeet ce aceon ee ketene ee OL 
North Carolina, Governor of. Correspondence with 
Whiting, William H. C .....-..-.. BOS IAB Corer Sono ade Ja Seo as = 1303 
WWior thi) Whee ices salsicislnetey siaiciaicic Ipinio eo Civiclaic vette wle'= cid) =)a\nicians apenas 1304 


North Carolina Troops. 
Mentioned. (Confederate. ) 
Artillery, Heavy—Batta/ions: 10th, 1206, 1226, 1227, 1242. Regiments: 
3d (Batteries), F, 1201. 
Artillery, Light—8attalions: 3d (Batteries), A, 56, 85, 1139, 1203, 1250, 
1301; B, 1189, 1203, 1250, 1301; 13th, 1201; 13th (Batteries), A, D, 
1139, 1203, 1250, 1301. Batteries: Branch, 1234, 1269; Rowan, 1234, 
1269. Regiments: 1st, 62, 1201; lst (Batteries), A, 142, 143, 1169, 
1234; C, 1235, 1269; I, 1139, 1203, 1250, 1301. 
Cavalry—8attalions: 12th, 1083, Regiments: 1st, 201, 1162; 2d,* 56, 
201, 1162; 3d, 53, 58, 97, 98, 917, 1201-1203, 1249, 1301, 1306; 4th,t 56, 
1100, 1252, 1306; 5th, 1100, 1138, 1143, 1203, 1249, 1252; 6th, 702, 1201, 
120259 
Infantry—Regiments: ist, 56; 3d, 1190; 4th, 56; 6th, 1202; 8th, 56, 
101, 1202; Lith, 1173; 13th, 1173,1179; 15th, 1180, 1181; 16th, 1190; 
17th, 82, 84, &5, 1138, 1202, 1249, 1281, 1300, 1309; 21st, 56, 1202; 22d, 
1190; 24th, 1105, 1201; 25th, 56,1201; 27th, 110,1181; 28th, 1179; 
30th, 1180; Sist, 1202; 32d, 1217, 1300; 35th, 1201; 37th, 1184; 
42d, 82, 84, 85, 1138, 1202, 1249, 1300; 43d, 76, 1099, 1100, 1135, 1157, 
1191, 1202, 1216, 1233, 1321; 44th, 56; 45th, 1217, 1300; 46th, 1217; 
47th, 1145; 49th, 56, 1201; 50th, 1138, 1202, 1249, 1300, 1301, 1309, 
1314; Sist, 56,101, 1202; 53d, 1217, 1300; 54th, 56, 1202; 56th, 95, 
1105, 1201; 57th, 1202; 61st, 56, 272, 1202; 66th, 1138, 1202, 1249, 
1300; 67th, 55, 93,95, 261, 262, 1102, 1201, 1202; 68th, 56. 
Miscellaneous—Spencer Rangers, 155 ; Thomas’ Legion, 1137. 
Thanks of C. S. Congress to Johnston’s and Ramseur’s brigades, and 13th, 
15th, 27th, 28th, 30th, and 37th Regiments, for re-enlistment- -.-- 1149, 
1150, 1179-1181, 1184 


* Also called 19th North Carolina Troops. 
{ Also called 59th North Carolina Troops, 
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North Carolina Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) er 
Infantry—Regiments : 1st, 311,312, 485, 870, 960, 991, 1010, 1057, 1058; 2d, 
63, 69, 78, 80, 106, 297, 301, 484, 485, 569, 580, 865, 867-870, 948, 1058, 
Worth Carolina and Souther Virginia, Department of. 
Beauregard, G. T. 
Assionedetorcommandol secs semen setae es teeta eee nee eee ne 1292 
FASSUINGS COMMA GO LSe natn he. see See eek. ocean eee, 1307 
Operations in. Communications from 
Walkers Wallianl Geiss 2 te: sek ees eect eee 1329 
Waiting Ss William. S243 55 ods sk ee ee ee 1314, 1315 
Orders, General, series 1864: No. 5 ( Walker), 1329. 
Reported movements, etc., of Union troopsin. Communications from Will- 
iam H. C. WRN 9GEO50 oS ER EHCOCO RE BES CO Ec eocaSnconpDEces 1309, 1310 
Northern Neck, Va. Raid on the, Jan. 12-14, 1864. Report of John S. Brax- 
COME ree cnie sacl Seed ella si stnstsiateincetee ee eect eects Tees Cree bes 19 
Northern Virginia, Army of. 
Condition of Butler’s brigade of cavalry in. Communications from ‘ 
Elam pbons Wiad @esc. seas. selmi ceiricice sits cse > ote cece ae eee eee 1214 
1b Gy TONE LD Coocke oSaqGs65E0Ep 25050 shins SSE Ob secascaesoas uoHacdos 1118 
Desertions in Louisiana brigade, Johnson’s division. Communication from 

LONG 615d BC ee aceton Bobo Uea0 GObEEbEiaSoAcisenlbES s4acK0« 1187 
Details from. Communication from Robert E. Lee ...-.....--.-..---..... 1311 
Examining boards for promotion in. Communication from Robert E. Lee. 1261 
Furloughs for enlisted men securing recruits. Communication from Robert 

JO LED po Scob because See qoSaSEEaneaO CO SbeceDisE Bersceon6. sarecoased 1059 
HAATIS Ne ASSIO NO, LO AUbYIN coe sc. checee ccncee comes aetna tee tree 1207 
Longstreet’s Corps transferred to .......-...----.--... wceeee pivcieisie sere 4 
Orders, Special, series 1863—Lee: No. 269, 1090. 

Orders, Circular, series 1864—Lee: April 7, 1266. 
Orders, General, series 1864—Lee: No.1, 1059; No. 7, 1117; No. 10, 1126; 

No. 14, 1144; No. 15, 1150; No. 27, 1262; No. 30, 1287; No. 

32, 1295. Stuart: No. 3, 1219. 

Orders, Special, series 1864—Lee: No, 61, 1207. Long: No. 13, 1267; No. 

18, 1282. : 
Organization, strength, etc. 

Jane LOM SOA sete scons s «cae oe see w ns acces tosces sees essaessssesescee 175 
Jan 3, 1864 ... 2 22 -- 25 wn oe ee cece ce ewes coon os ost eae woes ease Coos: Liles 
Feb, 10, 1864 .----. ..---- 2-22 o-oo ene eee oe toe eet n sees eee 1157 
Feb. 20, 1864 -. ..---- .-- 222 o-oo enn een eee eee ee en ee ene eee 1191, 1192 
March 10, 1864 .----. .----- .----+ ---- +22 = ene eee ee eee eee aceccd 1216 
March 19 and 20, 1864........ .----- ------ -- 2202 = eo nee ooo eee 1233-1236 
April 9, 1864 .....--------+------- ---+ ++ -- 22 eee eee eee eee ee cece eee 1269 
April 10, 1864 ....-..--. ---- ------ cee 2ee 2-22 eee eee eee cee eee cree ee 1971 
April 20, 1864 ..--..-------- +220 252 ee eae te eee ee eee eee eno ee 1297, 1298 
Promotion of artillery officers in. Couimuniéation from William N. Pen- 

GUS 0) AA SG ab todees Saeco SO SeEeise ace See rerNsCeE Sse=eddssucrrmcon 1193 
Proportion of artillery in. Communication from Robert E. Lee -..-...-.. 1285 
Re-enforcements for. Communications from 

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C.S. A ..----------+---- esas aw 
Bragg, Braxton ...--. .-------------- +--+ --22---ore ere rete re eee 1329 

Reorganization of Engineer Corps of. Communications from 
Lee, Robert E.----...---- ------ ---- 22 eee 2 veer enone ones tren teeee 1245 
1246 


War Department, (OS aeemeOoe Perr re ere ee eee Ce oe ee 
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' Page 
Northern Virginia, Army of—Continued. 
Smith, Martin L. 
Assigned as chief engineer of ..........------ MOORS COL ac OH 9e SORE 2055 1287 
Assigned to duty 10 35.2. .-jecee = <onjemnnieie serie elses see =~= eer 285 
Transfer of cavalry from. Communications from 
Adjutant.and Inspector General’s Office, C.S.A----- biiijete: crate depsharbtateteiaetae 1155 
Hampton, Wader.--2--5--s--sse> _ Beeee deeb ce Sey ER eee eek Hoek eee 1154, 1163 
Lee, Robert Bi i... oo. oo coe cscs siete cinnicin cinfemeinmicinaininieis © atic es cinismie = 1154 
Stuarts. Ba Besccc< s2c0 ca osse 4 nteeoses oie se tinnle™ alvm sities csmieetet 1154, 1164 
WiareDepartinenty Cy Seatac cicia siete aac = te tate eee lee lele tie ete eee ree 1155 
Young, Pierce, Ms Bi. ejb eteee ea > ateleieielee = slo le efoto Ries aoe 1153 
Transfer of cavalry from South Carolina to. Communications from 
Coopers Samuel Senet cease ae ess so sds eeeer ie eee eter 1260 
Hamptop pwede... --Sae% sees cent - peer aersieese eee ee 1243, 1258, 1260 
Northrop, Lucius B. Mentioned .......-....- 1064, 1077, 1078, 1116, 1162, 1289, 1290 
For correspondence, etc., see Subsistence Department, C. S. A. 
Northrup, Charles)” Mentioned)... .. 6. soce ecw a sccn'nee cle vee weir se nlelsiseelenie 463 
Norton, Lemuel B. 
Correspondence with 
Bartley, Reuben......... sia) ajelfe wielateratnia\ a)alere(atede Sars ate lela ele te ciel ---- 574,590 
Camp eNormanve si hcceiccte fesse eeteete cesses 369, 384, 398, 436, 502, 647, 689 
Castle; Davis I toes 2s.i2ck essa eet awe e doce cosoneeaee 539, 712, 743, 754, 771 
@larke pGeOr ged ere crac cote rereieh teiciaiere » arate ate let elete wletetat ot ate meal nieiotmlatetoietee 712, 723 
(Pwilllers hire derichiars << spect « astels\lcieicorsiwlorsincis sleretuicier ies 771, 776, 811, 834, 857 
Halsted, Bdwatd Ties se... 2-6 cn ae os asec se coh a= eeeaPO rl (O40 nos ono4d. 
Me@loskeys be raneisiKo ss. cse)c sie ciclo siete alae 643, 689, 712, 718, 723, 743, 749 
RUIN) CORES (Cio anocdo dooksces adee 6 Be eGo eon se Jason SBsae Sasene 776, 822 
Painey J dedi ah Oly ae mceweiee epee weele amie eerie ie a eel 326, 
330, 358, 514, 534, 535, 539, 541, 542, 578, 771, 777, 822, 829, 838 
Sed owvickselOWnen te. selite cotecese - eo etopleloraseteie, Bele eae eier seer eee 437, 535, 542 
Taylor, Peter A..-.-...- 544, 590, 682, 689, 743, 754, 772, 811, 818, 823, 838, 843, 856 
Wiartsse William EL esq soso sose se siete of s cette elem ances = seis Ss ance meer 712 
NWWptego) TVS UMN Of cre Solos Saarebeiens oaoeod Soc Sam dos aacee 2 nSbene 369, 376, 
384, 387, 398, 436, 437, 440, 502, 508, 523, 524, 533, 534, 539, 544, 566, 615, 647 
Wilson ountain Dae easels. eee cee oe eee Seeree ecias eee 330 
Mentioned Sick 2) siiae Siete sos 2 -accekaccvacccds= sos Qeee serene ecaere 462, 822 
Norvell: JohniMie Mentioned tees. e.c sacc ees de scee secon se sien etcaee ceneeee 407 
Norwood, awWilliam. Mentioned) c.-22. .scc-te-eeecise ncn eee se ECee nace eee 1062 
Nosworthy, James C. 
Correspondence witht James i. Milliganeesse o-c sess ceceee ee cee ose eee 1176 
Mie@nbionedsaus o.eae wrsaccite soos sac ee nine cote peeeen seen ad Seoee ce eee eee 1176 
Nottingham Mrsiwevenwoned 2222. setts ee eee cee en eee ee 434 
Wounnan, James H. 
AWGRIITONGI Oapacagb Gacuee.dqpbnc Gado sbesse sean sby.ocbede Aobrcesce 111, 1335 
Report of capture of Beane Levi on the Kanawha River, W. Va., Feb. 3, 
PS GARMIN Sa Bree wie Se sete Sin) Bs Glos a ave oc stee ea oe Rr 112 
Norwlen; Garretty # Mentionede ee scns ese aces eee eieeeee ee aa cteeee 464 
Nugent, James Hee Mentioned 22s... eeeiecee eels see ene Seen eee eee 36, 229 
Nunn William (Ce sMeéntioned eas aqeee meee seas se cle see neee oe eee eG 
NuttTAlbert:/Sie Mentioned *:-ee.ceneeccecee ences hee nee eee eee eee 225, 227 
Obenchain; francis, Gwe Mentioned fasee eee eee ee ae ce a eae eee eee 1138 
O'Connor, Hdward. Mentioned! sot nesae a cese ame eee eee ee ae 136 
O'Hara, John, ‘Mentioned ins ivscery assactse seas etal cep eetet annette ye ECS 
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d 12 
Ohio, Army of the. ne 
Orders, Special Field, series 1864: No. 7 (Schofield), 685. 
Ledlie, James H., assigned to duty with .................--.-....-s..---. 361 


Meredith, Solomon, assigned to duty in ........................---- eee. 722 
Ohio Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Light—Batteries: Ist, 481, 1288; 19th, 685. Regiments: 1st 
(Batteries), H, 471, 761, 1044; L, 468, 1047. 
Cavalry—Companies : 3d, 481, 674, 876; Union Light Guard, 473, 1047. 
Regiments: 1st, 471, 1044; 2d, 722, 966, 1050; 6th, 470, 779, 1043; 8th, 
802, 843, 844, 861, 876, 897, 938, 986, 998. 
Ira fantty= Regiments: 4th, 118, 122, 125, 128, 465, 736, 1038; 8th, 118, 128, 
465, 736, 1038; 12th, 481, 1288; 23d, 481, 1288; 28th, 481, 791, 832, 876, 
1007, 1246; 34th, 403, 481, 833, 1288; 36th, 802, 839, 840, 842, 843, 845, 
846, 938, 964, 1007 ; 60th, 1046; 62d, 67th, 1055; 91st, 481, 1288; 110th, 
467, 745, 1042; 116th, 479, 791, 859, 894; 122d, 467, 745, 1042; 1234, 
479, 495, 497, 498, 751, 788, 791, 859, 894; 126th, 467, 745, 786, 1042. 
Olcott wegberty Mentioned =2-------2). 5-0 s. seen eee tees eee -- 469, 1041, 1058 
Old Church Va. Skirmish near, March 2, 1864. See Richmond, Va. Kilpat- 
rick’s Expedition against, Feb. 28-March 4, 1864. Reports of 


Davies, Henry E., jr. Hampton, Wade. Kilpatrick, Judson. 
Oley, John H. 
Correspondence with Benjamin F. Kelley .....----.....--.. 345, 439, 446, 455, 456 
MPM ELON CW e cess ee otic os cian 2/nja0 sina Som sare ose 30, 42, 345, 354, 445, 454, 481, 529 
Olpbantrscamuel Da sMentioned) ).2- Seis e' «nein tea ne) tote alate ppeeeenace 478 
Olivers sainireliC meMemtlon Gl. .)s ce. asicicie\e\cps oo! alaol= ein onioing aiaiepeieici Wee eee 825, 1057 
OlivermVVilliam™. An Mentioned: (2 2. clase solar om seisfolniaiaasacls seelentins seein 246 
Onderdonk, Benjamin F’. 
Correspondence with Samuel P.Spear.......- .--- <2. --- --22 saceeeecras-<5 435 
Mentionedacs-. -c0. «-----2-22----c2-0---. 186,241, 242-245 483, 522, 668, 672, 1057 
Reports of 
King and Queen County, Va. Expedition into, March 9-12, 1864 ...... 243 
Williamsburg, Va. Expedition from, and skirmish at Twelve-Mile 
Ordinary, April 27-29, 1&64...... pen Git be cleietets Geis c/sclene Salsas 313 
O'Neal Bdaward A; Mentioned -2-2-- 22. 22.2 enesee s+ once oa = ieee eit 1134 
Onondaga, U.S.S. Mentioned ..........---.--------- --- 200 e20- 2002 22-2 814, 878 
Opp, Milton. Mentioned .........-..---- ---- ++ -- 2222 ee cee cee cece ee ceee 466, 1039 
Ord, Edward O. C. 
Assignment to command ..--.. ..-. --0- --- 2-0 = ones eee ee eae e cone rane enee 813 
Assignment to duty ...--. -....----- ---- 22-22 eee eee nee ree eee eee 758 
Correspondence with U.S. Grant ......--- Ponseee Cs aoe coonoser oqen 758, 770, 787 
MI TOMEI Iss Gabeee code aoUnibneo doeden coe ooD eenoeearosand song c0n0 758, 765, 766, 
778, 797, 799, 812, 813, 823, 828, 831, 845, 846, 858, 859, 893, 901, 911, 927, 1305 
Relieved from duty in Army of West Virginia....---.---..----+ +++ +--2-- 911 
Ordnance Department, C.S. A. Correspondence with 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C.S. A..-.-.--------+-++--+--+--- 1066 
Whiting, William H.C ......-.--.----- +--+ +--+ ++ 2-2 ee tener cece re cere ee 1066 
Ordnance Department, U. S. A. Correspondence with 
Hunt, Henry J ...------- 2-2 22 cee eee ee eon cen ee cn teen cere ene ote 935 
Sigel, Franz... ./...-...--------+---+------ Be DOGO aESCOC SESE TESS Bout ounce 792 
Organization, Strength, etc. 
Confederate Troops ..-.-.-.----- 1075, 1076, 1135-1139, 1157-1159, 1191, 1192, 1201- 


1204, 1216, 1217, 1233-1236, 1247-1251, 1269, 1271, 1297-1301, 1334, 1335 


Union Troops.......--. .e--ee cece ee cence en eee sees 462-485, 702, 777, 1036-1058 
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Page 
O'Riordon, Callaghan H. Mentioned ...-...-----.----- ---2--++ s2-4 e222 see 1047 
Orleans, Va. Scout to. See Salem and Orleans, Va. Scout to, March 19, 1864. 
Ormsby, William EB. Mentioned --.-.-.--.--------------------- Shs jeter oe 113, 536 
Orwig, Thomas G. Mentioned ....-..-.--.------------------+-----+-++----- 1057 
Osborn, Francis A. Mentioned..-....----..----------------- See ae 3, LOd5 
Osborn, Stephen H. Mentioned.-.......----.--------------- +--+ -2erers cee 273 
Osborne. Eli W. Mentioned’: - 2.2. 2.22. 325)- 2-50 p= ene sem pe ee 25 
Otey, John M. Mentioned..........----..-----+----------- +--+ 2-22-25 -2-- 1308 
Otis, Charles G. Mentioned...-...-.------------- ++ ------ +----+ e222 oe 22-- 33, 480 
Otis, John L. Mentioned --....--...----- BENS eee eon ee an sceeenscas 1055 
Ould; Robert. Mentioned S-2e-2-- 24-nistee reese ee - ees ie eee 177, 180, 181 
Outwater, James D. For correspondence as A. D.C., see John J. Peck. 
Over, Eywalds iMentionedeacasc:- seeer eo see eel See ies eee eres 479, 481 
Overtonsbdadward, jrin Mentioned 34. cs= eciee Geis eee elec lee eis 1046 
Owen Frederick: W..) Mentiotiedss cas sovcs- Soscebes Sonate sneer ae 809 
Owen, Joshua T. 
Mentioned ....-.-...---- 114-116, 118, 120, 121, 125, 127-129, 132, 137, 465, 736, 1038 
Report of demonstration on the Rapidan River, Va., including engagement 
at Morton’s Ford, and skirmishes at Barnett’s and Culpeper 
Hordss PebiG=%4 1804.4 Saree eee «ae Sisict wisis eels on weisioma aces 132 
Owen, R. L. 
Correspondence-with.Samuel Jones. s224. conse ice lense = see see ree 1105 
IMGni1ON CG eee sie ticleie ocean oie, tree ero oe J aes melon oe says nae Centers eee 1105, 1123 
OwenwilliamHo? Mentioned’! 3: c2nceosc. ccc nance cass aac ene tee 738, 774 
Owen William? MsieMentioned ? 5252202 5.55 ao clse os cnc ceieinclc ee eee sete eiaesers 1155 
Owines; Nicholas: nm Mentioned( 222-2262 1 cicinsn con eeeeee eee eee 153 
Ozmon;Charles? by) Mentioned 2322.5. sac ne oo cle ness ec emer oen heen eee 231 
Page, John oH we Mentioned ©. 24 vt. ocewcletecloeinine saeeeeeice coon eee seen 468 
Pare, is.+ FR. o Mentioned : joo. saeeincseico ac Gian iseis Sea einlc se en seer ola ae ee OO 
Page erichara= Cs M-) Mentionedwe.2-hee eee eee eee eee eee 211, 1235, 1267 
Page, William H. Correspondence with George Sykes...........-..-------- 436 
Paine, Charles J. 
Correspondence with Benjamin, E. Butler = sees. eee ce telieceieme  aeteens 957 
Mentioned see ee ae we eee oe ee eee ee ee OS 
Paine, Jedediah C. \ 


Correspondence with 


Davis, Oliarles) Wisse Minaclnse tes case fone iscea cet eee eae eee eee UMA GT 


NisherPeBen] anain Hse ey. Se yeas ees cerce eee 1003, 1015 
LGPL TORSO woe ted fect a ss cee bette ere ne nee 890, 899, 922, 961, 971 

Norton *Memuel) Bee at ee eee es ese eee ee ee eee 326, 

330, 358, 514, 834, 535, 539, 541, 542, 578, 771, 777, 822, 829, 838 

INFeTItIONEd 2. sey see ee eee ne ya cea eae eee wa Ste A Eee emer 408, 822 
PaumMer ns veamerss MONtiONed =. censs cea. > e sere eae ce ee ae see Tee eee 915 
Palmer, (Confederate,)” Mentioned --.sea-shee ees eiece eee ete ne 7 
Palmer, (Union:) @Meh tioned 22a. esses ce sseee tee ee tee eee 520 
Palmer Charles’ Ws Mentioned ssaanacseemeae east ee eee ee eee ee 476 
Palmer, Prederio So Mentioned mance ceec once ascent ee ence ee ee eee 1047 


Palmer, Henry. Mentioned.... 
Palmer, Innis N. 
ASSISTING LO CODMI ATIC = arya eee era eee ee qoeea cee 916 
Assumes command of District of North Carolina 


vis Selsisleieiein! « giein vialeleelsieceieie erin ete UDG 


SSS SEs. crises 981 

Correspondence with 
Butler, Benjamin F.....-.. 507, 916, 947, 959, 960, 968, 979, 980, 1010, 1021, 1031 
Claassen, Peter'J sc =: =... 5225s etl tees eee ee ee eee eer 67-69, 


496, 538, 543, 553, 567, 569, 872, 917, 934, 940, 981, 982, 1012 


fs 
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Palmer, Innis N.—Continued. ae 
Correspondence with 

Davenport, Henry K.... 5 

Ho BOSeS0 4a ABO BondErnAnEG AnOBre 501, 969, 1062, 1011 

EASE Y GEN AW RIGO Meta taps rao yn aysnae xe dsl minions gc ERM : 541, 558 

Pisrer ACHAT LER EW pots aeons inocu veal cuca, OL AR ; 501 

PS mela RON Wa Warde ist. tes. oS kc ep tei oe ee 990, 1011 1022 

JALICS —— Se Oi enh TPE oF 502 

A OULC BA FAN C8 cterara¥ect fale) one Sins ooo 6 Aan ara ct ANTS Se So na ae 496 

Bic hesney J Ose phy M taj cinse;e ais nics astanos..sn00 den <a iee Sena 522, 1031 

ECE O LUN Simic tee tee taeisiapcte anise eeao's eeidewe 576, 611, 678, 824, 906, 932, 969 

SEN gS), IERIE SE NESS Gane ae oe ne es eS 70, 531, 538, 917, 1012 

Mphamy Charles Layee. i0 oan eae twanienhinn ade he seen 570 

BOM GON Oewae ere eine sees Sen eee ee Se ee ea 54, 61, 63-65, 67, 


71,77, 79, 80, 279, 282, 284-289, 293, 310, 482, 484, 506, 507, 511, 512, 522, 523, 
531, 538, 541, 558, 567, 569, 570, 589, 646, 795, 877, 916, 981, 1012, 1022, 1057 


Reports of 
New Berne, N.C. Expedition against, Jan. 28-Feb. 10, 1864... 49-52, 54,57 
North Carolina, District of. Operations in, Jan. 20-29, 1864.......... 23 
Plymouth, N.C. Capture of, April 17-20, 1864..--...........--.--..- 303 
Washington, N.C. Evacuation of, April 26-30, 1864 -...............- 309 
Palmer dOnmM sss Men tloned As. <sosio= oct = sen cue ec cicie cies eee ahi <c Jone me 1261 
Palmer, Thomas H. Mentioned.......--...:-.-smece seh eietelele «iq Saale neeeisioa ee 47 
Pamlico, Sub-District of. 
Harland, Edward, assigned to command of .... 0.2. 2-222 ----s2e--0ee sane 668 
McChesney, Joseph M., relieved from command of........---..----. 2-2. 668 
Paris ~Anerewis. » Mentioned: 2. 62.0) - issimalonee =ieiclen ae 84, 1139, 1203, 1250, 1301 
Parke, John G. 
NSS len Ment HO COMMANG 2. = ofa enim acjens einai m enmin ~alalpia miofeinieinfe |< aaleie)aie = aie 913 
Correspondence with 
(Saat ISTO Ee pope DOO ROBO DEOOREISOOCIROOR CODE OO SC OaanO SAGES Ancocnes 926 
MWYMMN@GES (OMEN BABS peace cabene One SOG COOGEE = S08 m0 ec Shen 66 en bice Lorn 7387 
MIGMHONN sassy ossoSs one COO ROOe CO OEE Bee eEee Coes oEeoo na --- 428, 443, 444, 685, 913 
Relieved temporarily from duty in Army of the Ohio.-......-...-.--...-. 685 
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Mentronedes oh nean cee Se eu ye SAMO ah sim, sere ct Alp Re: 


Thoroughfare Mountain, Va. ‘airaiens near, agains 27,1864. Report of J. E. B. 
Bidar’: 2 ae se beers oe edad Sa parce ae ae ne eee 28 


INDEX. 1499 
Tuseepewalliam A. .Mentioned .<.. 6... .20. ccc. sce coeebs. gine 
Thruston, Dickinson P. Mentioned ..---............. pee See xe cadee 904 
Pounnoads Phalinss,>Mentioned 2.32.40. See eee 1204, 1251 1335 
Thurmond; “William D. Mentioned ....... 0.5... cccc cece veoo ge neue 1204, 1251, 1335 
Tibbits, William B. wos 
Correspondence with 
Rigel pbrangeamesclezssasccocse Nieacscee denies Stace ao Sone oe eee 
eu RerpIUNUN seat n oY ose cakaaceelasesceeccshes . uhto cee mie a 
WI CLIGIO NG Cie bay SS ce AAS ate nace sana ays teen ae oe 943, 944 
aballavohn: Crum Mentioned sass: snssce so ccccnnsccecaces 474,721, 760, 829, 1039 
PUL ya Oce Om MOL GON ed aes, 22 cininsaocciascins oedo-iceeccascc so. eee $637 
PLECet mC Natl esuVVeneMOntlOned2o-122- coe cecaccecaese. ose eee 1040 
Tilton, William S. 
Itinerary of 1st Brigade, Ist Division, 5th Army Corps, March, 1864 ....... 785 
ICTR ONNG wp. ncy Sei Sees See a Se, Go Wg Peder 3 ae! 467, 785, 1039 
misiphonemsteamern) Mentioned.< .. 222 .ses.sasneconecessntucesuee keer eee 843 
Titan, Steamer. *Meéntioned ....... 05.1. /.-0+ ccc cone /sead face cee - 208, 231, 232, 649, 658 
ICUs PELenbDert Ss MenblONed <st.2 cesses sceeic costes kee ece eee eae Tees 1045 
LOCH eV LaltUS Ewe MC HONGG Srsie 2c. cassis sti weccme soc oes eae eae ee eee CUT OdO 
Todd, Wiel Mentioned csarss.'ss22eet san ec eet keaton Sean eeec ee eee oe 153 
ones, Cornelia W. Mentioned -... ....-<. -<lse2ic 2... ese a 775 
-Lolles samuel. Mentioned... .-.22---. 222s. coe Ecc iane ede soot See 24, “106, 825 
FLOM NSO eADia Aw Mentioned = .s.ccosess hese a ean celee = ee es sees eee 481 
ELOMMINSOMmMICmVVItL Com Mentioned 2... accor ce cess ccess ceecenese seuss 810 
Lompkine Charles H.. Mentioned. 2222. 22-2-2cc eee ee cee <5 Ses 338, 431, 470, 1043 
Pomp kins WONMTCA | (Mentioned. ....5. sss or Nee act tema cneceede vise tee cette 1044 
Torbert, Alfred T. A. ; 
Correspondence with 
Wevtiehnomas Cer s vance sce sicccret ae cssetcceeneceaen asec pee 812) 873 
GibpemAltred sree chat cct 22tss re shes Fe ees ces caste eee es eee 973 
Shonmdanmehthipwidl seasee so. sane sanes hates Ses 857, 936, 941, 951, 984, 995, 996 
Itineraries of ist Brigade, 1st Division, 6th “Army Corps. 
TRS) ., WES 6 cb5 SoS ORE es cece Ge aee ne aereSt eats JouEg apegsine coOSes 628 
Wigirelh, IM - As oss eesecon sancasscoomsonpeea nada condoepoujanaosaticssc 786 
Itinerary of Ist Division, Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac, April, 1864. 1033 
Mientionied:s.2scs-c--° >. - 314, 469, 628, 786, 830, 844, 873, 891, 909, 984, 995, 1033, 1043 
Totten, Enoch. Mentioned ..--.....-..----------2+ cee cee eee cee eee cece ese 469 
Totten, Joseph G. Mentioned .........---------------- --++ +--+ eer eee 415, 420 


For correspondence, etc., see Engineer Department, U. S. A. 
Touhy, Thomas. Mentioned ......-..-------------+++-2-2 2+ rere ee tee eee 1037 


Toutant, A.J. Mentioned.....---.----.------ +--+ +--+ +----+ BOGR03 6090s 98a0 1308 
Towers, Lemuel. Mentioned ....-...-. +--+ 02-2 e021 cere ee errr rete teres 474 
Town, Franklin &. 
Correspondence with 
Kelley, Benjamin F.....-. .... .---2 ---+ 2220 cee e ee eee e eee ester ce cnee 654 
MafitsFlonry 6 oo220.----2- --2 > vo-ae- ean ae ren eee nnn s -senatinnmenane 1026 
Mentioned. .oe.. os eeaicces sees eo ecsccececcas seewesesne canna eminem tsaose 832 
Townsend, Charles. Mentioned..---.-.----------------------------° .--- 467, 1042 
Townsend, Edward D. Mentioned ...--..----------- +--+ ------errrtrers 982 
For correspondence as A. A. G., see Adjutant-General’s Office, U.S. A. 
Townsend, Solomon. Mentioned.....------------------+ ¢+-2-0 rer cr teers 476 
Tracy, Benjamin F. Mentioned---.-----------+----+++---+ +7 erect rrr 475, 1046 
Tracy, John, Steamer. Mentioned ..-...---------+---0+---rrecr rte 271, 274 


Trans-Alleghany or Western Department. See Western Virginia, Depart- 
ment of. 


1500 INDEX. 
Page. 
Transportation, Army. See Munitions of War. 
Transportation. (Railroad and water.) Communications from 
Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A .-------..------+---+- ---- 1240 
gAtverelill Wal liiam Wi cece ota cate eee ere a= eens ete ke ale eer 902, 936, 937 
Garreviny Olin. Wisse at ease ae e selec ate ar eye sce weer ee eleteee Sean ene a 503 
Ive R I Ron eeees oareaepcocab coadue BubdeoopocuSdate Cmccocsoess Fee cso OO. 
“Kilpatrick, Judson. ....-2.+<s<2 ERE EE eer a ee ee eee 657, 661 
TOG ET NO) cfs qu Os ARERR SG Oreo Care eam nr acecciuoe Sao papeerindbtod soasés asus 1073. 
Toy AN 8 ene ae Aa see GO oS was eSOE EE BeBe Osecs aoSadd Gano Sasaneeds: Lss6G> 1219 
IEwartolons WAU hola Oe aR ee Sesee BOB. aUCoGo Coesoo sees UsoD caeecactSrs so 55 1218 
Naw yeDepariment,C.Siesce sees sae ne saeaccials oc nse ieee eid ee eee 1217 
Pleasonton, Alfred: o2.0 Yee we eons nce Ge eel lee eee ee cristo = ae eee 652, 653 
Quartermaster-General’s Ofiee, Ce ScA. goer oceene eres 1178, 1181, 1218, 1236, 1240 
Quartermaster-General’s Office, U. SIAs ss. oa eae- one oaeie ew nlee em ee eee ae 886 
Sigel@PiranZ:\.¢ ss. esses 2552 ee See oea tines Soa ease es see ecee eee eames 792, 928 
SIMS y Hee Waste tates oc eee eiceaece ceclnncikeis sore esol se a ae Rae eeeinete eta 1178 
WihidineaWal lambs Cwees ac: secece hone cers coe ec en ate nate Remeer aeeee 1177, 1240 
Wise Georges a mire. cies fence, ce tees sees danas oor eae ee eee 915 
Travisetiamund mR.) Mentioned .-e22 os 2sste senate ee cia eee ae eee te 1044 
Treichely Charles. Mentioned 22... .sc..a4scm sce cee paces cece eee ene 620 
Treichel, William: PAG. Mentioned’. 22.22 ceu2seeten eee cee ee 470, 1043 
Tremain, Frederick L. For correspondence as A. A. G., sec Henry LB. Davies, jr. 
Trenary.Gamucl pe Mentioned... o- eas see ean se is oeeeese ees = eee wat Se opD: 
Trenholmawillian’ Ls.) Mentioned] s2-.- 22 22 tecsaeseee ae ee eee ee 1259, 1260 
Trezevantidames Dy) Mentioned) sss ocasen a =aeee-tereencns eee eeoee eta 1140 
Trice: Robert’ Cis) Mentionedeac-.<sce seme cs ois seers s ee cee eee 1107, 1110 
Lrimbleshd win.» Mentioned. 22 .nn,-scs0 bese necteres eee oe Seer eee eee IBY 
Trippy orter Daw Mentioned 2s. Yt 2.2 cot ooca tees es eener ee see eee 466 
‘Lrotter, Erederick Fi. Mentioned... ...2-0..--2c0 eee eee ne eee SP onto 1047 
Trowbridge, William P. Mentioned -......-.....--. 411, 415, 419, 420, 422-424, 798 
Truehtt) Henry bree Mentioned... ca ta. secheee ee beeen eee 469, 1042 
Truex, William S. Mentioned.---- Disk ok eae 2) Pe ee ee A ern ene see 467 
Taal bicuarc. be | Mentioned. i. 2.222 ac see cree cee ee ee ee es 475 
Luxtunevwvalliiamsrs sMenbioned 52-2 20tess ce sae vee meen eee ene ee ee 296 
Tucker, Campbell. For correspondence as A. D. C., see Benjamin F. Butler. 
muckertaohm Steamer me Mentionedseansateie os cites teeter sce anee cece eee. 271-273 
Duly wReadimoudus Mentioned &. s:ccsceecs ccee nas cane eee eee eee 614, 1058 
Dunst ery IVE. Mentioned, 64. ase 3c acice rosea e Seton ape rani ne eee TO) 
Turkey, Creeks Vian ,Afiainmearm Janl6. 1064" pes sees eee otenee eee 2 
muney John Ange Mentioned: 2h.5 cso ase en eee eee en ee eee ee 481 
Taurmbull Charles, Ni. Mentioned. 52. ssccces ancsie see ome eae e kee » 435, 463 
RurmercC olonel ua Mentioned: 22.25. oe cues oe eee eae ae eae 742 
Lumen oun. 5 Mentioned. cen. tc ecee eee nee oe eee eee eee 887, 1327 
For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see Quincy A. Gillmore. 
DUTNET MV or Lem WEN tLON GG ye te eer ec) See et an 15, 16 


Twelve-Mile Ordinary, Va. Skirmish at. See Williamsburg, Va. Expedition 

Jrom, and skirmish at Twelve-Mile Ordinary, April 27-29, 1864. 
Twiggs, J.D. Mentioned ........ sige sEecke eemeniet ee OLS 
awatchell, Adelbert) 5.9 Mentioned 2-522 ee. eee eee ee 473, 1046 
Tyler, Daniel. 


Mentioned SO TE aS REECE SOC OER ESANSAIS Capa sci apiece an ase 475, 476, 794 
Relieved from command of the District of Delaware .......-----.....-..-. 794 
Dyler hrastisi 5. Mentioned s. aera: sea eee eee ee 475, 476, 1050, 1051 


ryler, John Ss. ;Mentioned ese see ec ois eee ee) 


* No circumstantial reports on file. 
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Tyler, Robert O. ae 
Correspondence with 
MUCUD MC MTIBtO DOr Cease. Se sae Ae eee ae 4.. 320, 377, 388, 
438, 442, 536, 542, 587, 591, 594, 664, 700, 714, £07, 836, 858, 900, 926, 985, 996 
BOwe lc LALiod Rae [Tere Cee et eke ce: oe ea aoe ae 432 
Mennioned sect ee seers mc) wre Gn) Dir ae 432, 472, 474, 888, 1047, 1049 
Reports of 
Widie V.ae- Skirmish near, Feb. 5) 1864 felis eel. 113 
Annandale, Va. Affair near, March 16, 1864 ._................-...... 250 
Circleville and Dranesville, Va. Skirmishes near, Feb, 21-22, 1864... 159 
Pint Hall, Va!) Affair at, Jan. 18, 1864 00..0 8 2 AA ocean, 20 


Underwriter, U.'S.8. 
Capture of the, Feb. 2, 1864. See New Berne, N. C. Hxpedition against, 
Jan, 28-Feb. 10, 1864. Reporis of 
Hoke, Robert F. Pickett, George E. Wood, John Taylor. 
Palmer, Innis N. 
See also Jeffords to Martin, p. 90. 
Mentioned.....--..-..---.e00------------ 50, 56, 58, 94, 501, 511, 512, 573, 834, 1145 
Union Troops. 
Casualties. Returns of. 
New Berne, N. C. Expedition npn Jan. 28-Feb. 10, 1864...... 59, 67, 69 
Plymouth, N.C. Capture of, April 17-20, 1864..........-..-......-2. 301 
Rapidan River, Va. Demonstration on the, including engagement at 
Morton’s Ford, and skirmishes at Barnett’s and Culpeper Fords, 
Hel nO=7, 1864 ote a cae co niate nos wale elaine eee a-n ole ee Seer mL AO) 
Richmond, Va. Kilpatrick’s Ha peiton against, Feb. 28-March 4, 
SOA Dee raece saint lore soa seeinse Bees Maal so eh ae eee 174, 187 
List of veteran volunteers sent to their respective States, to Jan. 5, 1864.. 358 
Mentioned. 
Colored. 
Artillery, Light—Regiments: 2d ( Batteries), B, 482, 1055. 
Cavalry—Regiments: Ast, 482, 555, 1057; 2d, 230, 237-239, 270, 482, 
666, 757, 870, 1057. 
Infantry—fegiments: 1st, 303, 304, 482, 577, 825, 826, 932, 933, 1055 ; 
4th, 253-256, 483, 957, 1055; Sth, 150, 230, 83, 957, 1055; 6th, 253, 
483, 957, 1055; 7th, 230, 477; 9th, 477; ‘10th, 374, 375, 484, 870, 
957, 1055 ; 19th, 477, 1046; 22d, 249, 245, 662, 957, 1055; 234, 
1048; 25th, 282, 283, 304, 876,877, 886, 932,933; 26th, 804 ; 27th, 
30th, 1046; 36th, 268, 269, 482, 1057; 37th, 482, 870, 957, 1001, 
1054; 38th, 870, 1001, 1054; 39th, 43d, 1046. 
Regulars. 
Artillery, Light—Regiments: 1st (Batteries), B, 1056; C, 485, 1058 ; 
D, 1056; B, 163, 164, 471, 761, 1044; G, 1044; H, 471, 761, 819, 
1044; I, 10, 471, 761, 1044; K, 10,437, 471, 761, 1044; 2d (Batteries), 
A, 471,761, 1044; B and L,* 471, 761, 1044; D, 471, 761, 1044; EB, 
1046; G, 471, 761, 1044; I, 476, 1051; M, 471, 595, 761, 1044; 3d 
(Batteries), C, 183, 193, 471, 761, 1044, EB, 1056; F, 468, 761, 1044; 
G, 1046; K, 468, 761, 1044; Land M,* 685, 1046 ; 4th (Batteries), 
A, 471, 761, 1044; B, 114, 369, 464, 622, 623, 760, 1041; C, 470, 761, 
819, 1044; D, 493, 1055; B, 471, 761, 819, 1044; K, 467, 760, 1039 ; 
L, 146, 241, 245, 484, 662, 1055; Sth (Batteries), A, 483, 961, 1055 ; 
B, 479, 755, 823, 833, 948; C, 465, 760, 1039; D, 468, 760, 1041; 5, 
477, 478, 1044; F, 473, 1047; I, 473, 760, 1039; L, 473, 1047; M, 


470, 760, 1043. 


* Consolidated. 
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Union Troops—Continued. 
Mentioned. 
Regulars. 

Cavalry—Regiments: 1st, 140, 470, 619, 622, 783,873, 1043; 2d, 268, 
269, 449, 462, 470, 484, 546, 622, 1043, 1057; Sth, 140, 162, 163, 268, 
269, 462,470, 484, 619, 783, 1043, 1057; 6th, 462, 470, 1043. 

Infantry—Regiments: 2d, 265, 266, 468, 1039; 3d, 468; 4th, 8th, 
10th, 938, 945; 11th, 378, 391, 468, 574, 1039; 12th, 14th, 468, 
1039; 17th, 269, 468, 1039. 

Veteran Reserve Corps—B#attalions: 2d, 482, 1053; 2d (Companies), 
50th, 478; 71st, 72d, 89th, 95th, 96th, 1051; 1O8th, 1053; 
109th, 1052 ; 143d, 1051. Regiments: 1st, 1047; 3d, 1049; 6th, 
1047; 9th, 473, 1047, 1049; 11th, 12th, 14th, 1049; 19th, 1047, 
1049; 20th, 1049, 1053; 21st, 1049; 22d, 24th, 1047. Miscel- 
laneous detachments, 472, 473, 475, 476, 478, 888, 1047, 1050-1052. 

Volunteers. / 

Infantry+Regiments: 1st Sharpshooters, 466, 737, 1038; 2d 

Sharpshooters, 358, 466, 736, 1038; Ist, 1001, 1054. 
See also respective States. 
Movements and disposition of. Communications from Henry W. Halleck. 878, 


887, 897 
Organization, strength, ete. 
rr Chg sh Quy 65 Sens cauaee SccQoans: Badeo uedeeamag= Saco ssodtes 1045, 1046 
Bast, Department Of bNC. oo os sce cpa sae cee ae see eee eee ae eee 472 
Middle Department (8th Army Corps) -- .---.----------- 475-477, 1050, 1051, 
Monongahela, Department.Ot thejss= sis a= cee se 478 
PO LOMAG ATI Of DNC ere = emetic eer aero 462-471, 702, 777, 1036-1044 
Susquehanna, Department of the ...............--------- 477, 478, 1052, 1053 
Virginia and North Carolina, Department of-........-... 482-485, 1053-1058 
iWiashineton. Department Of sscenescscse ase seem esaerice 472-475, 1047-1050 
West. Virginia, Departmentiot 2.5. s.t_-cc-es-.ee sees oe eee eee 479-481 
Recruitment, organization, ete. Communications from 
Adjutanti-Generalis Office, Wess :An = se: seen eee seen eee eae ee 373 
Burnside, Ambrose E.........---- FRO B SADE De HO Gack Da Sas ed coo ULOReoEAS 913 
HalleckscHenry Was <ayaicctie dn yor, «alee, Se hee eee eee mee 907 
Hancock, Wintield: S <s2a.5..se. sssee sees ee ee eee eee eee eee 735 
Pecks Joh nid Seo. 2 ~ ett, Soe serch acct a oa tee eee 870 
iProvost-Marshal-General’s,Office, UsSuA Jee. csesesea ee eee ee eee 362 
Sigel; Mranzits. 2282: 5 aa: = ee PERE Seine oi sineeie ike ee eee 813, 832, 986 
War Department, Us/S :j22) ascent yas tects een eee eeee 443 
Upham, Charles L. 
Correspondencoswithelnnis iN Palmer... a seeeee ieee eee eee ee 570 
Mentioned tat... th ectcit ct cnseee hee ceclscteeee sen Oe nee eae 54, 485, 577, 1057 
Upperville, Va. Scout from Vienna toward, April 28-May 1, 1864. 
Communications from 
Augur, ChristopherCse.. sos. te ast e-eeeees sae arene eee ee eee 315 
Myler Robert Oar pirat os scitsc coe ses dee ase eee a eee seeeces 316 
ReportiofCharles:R: boyell yt eo. ae = eee ee oe eee ae =) ee a 315 


Upperville and Front Royal, Va. Skirmishes at, Feb. 20, 1864. 
Abstract from record of events on return of Cavalry Brigade, Department 
of West Virginia, Feb., 1864 


Sie ieee Slee chicas oe Oe 157 
Communications from 
Lee, Robert Mi wes wok oss tebe ose ee ee ete ee EER RIS e ee ee ee 158 
SUED ied OMY ea Seas Seance oie win) w alin a's Sim oi ofela cis's e/a eiaioeje lng tates See 158 
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Upperville and Front Royal, Va. Skirmishes at, Feb. 20, 1864—Continued. fi by 
Reports of 
PROMO YE GUUS Stee ewe wae Taso cca. Cee ee ee Aa ee 157 
Pavan CLOM ait Ol c.1c Sista. 7k Fee eee ee tale Oe 156 
Upshur, Elizabeth T. Correspondence with Benjamin Bl; Butler -o. 22s. cee 371 
anus onnwt. Mentioned :<* 200s. (sant Ved. 55. Sache pole Uae 434 


Upton, Emory. 
Itineraries of 2d Brigade, 1st Division, 6th Army Corps. 
OD pel COsMero ca seen oe 


NUALCIUSL SOL cemrscesteleee cries sage eet ee Caen Cee a ae eee 786 
Merit Tie ieee cre mica Ste ae oaks Sei ENS apes ee eee Ge 469, 628, 786, 1041 
Valentine, Alonzo B. Mentioned 3. saapces Saat (laa Se, ee gen pe ee 810 
WalleyiCity oveamerms Mentioned = se. aces yes sien eae ness sees ee 1011 


Valley District. 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from 


ETAL YE ROU DLT Ate cies ere mininnie wee sicic elem ecin oe eee te acer sietr ca ae eran ee 1166, 1168 
Tem sores d Kel abel Decogoseion nesbod cae secetn S586.ccooie 26 capone Sa] 1167, 1215 
Heeye LO Deus resem ccl- cc. soso asa ce: Seer aaa een wee seein 1174, 1320 
Movements and disposition of troops in. Communications from 
TBE head ORNS Same os oc S Ase eo eee acOe o. Secag Bingo anbe be SRywele 1060 
Leal oer ed KO tt WW ieecoce sec eeooaaeosbo tet oEs Hnae ons. daascoceses = TIMED 
Lge) 1 WA NIE D, eeeemcerecoononeIeEmeenEoeet orc nanos osaenes Gocec co 1059 
ICO ROU GEOL: cca take seine nro o't as eisiaiaeie nic sis ose) Seon eee eye ee 1074 
‘Simtel als (CCiongats) 18 INE Se ere seca cose sener 6500 6 Ja oa50 Sano SuSHeaoesH ae 1059 
enoTmasyalsGiwarcelat 22 sor = c/o. eave oc oo oe eee Cee cles cere oo ee SeeELOGO 
Operations in. Communications from 
[DEN DOT em GTN IDS eSxtoncaco OSes cee naeer6 can \5amecS Soca pedo sr aesasc 1199 
GG. LO eri Dae -SShee ache pOnSE eaerae> Soo sH PS Sho dose Gane a 1272, 1307 
siniel, (Cxetong 22) s behe coemen seca SOB > Bae oS Asoc eed HSCG=6 esabicane Sear 1067 
TNnomnesy Ih eis by da Seertoce tomdeemtcoe ndimonesionsoder ascc Gade 1061, 1062 
Organization of minute men in. Communications from 
Davis, Jefferson ....-..----. -.--------++ +--+ 2+ 2-2-2 ee eee eee eee eee eee 1213 
(Dae, INOMGIH 10) SSS S Seee neoecemerae dese Cac UocoUsesGe-nederad term seer 1212 
War Department, C.S .---.-----.---------------- +--+ 22-2 2s eee eee 1212, 1217 
Reported movements, etc., of Union troopsin. Communications from 
Davis, T. Sturgis.-.------------+----+ +--+ ---+ eee eee eee ee eee eee eee 1139 
Echols, John .-..-----------+ -+--2- ee 2222 re cree reece renee ee eee ee 1284 
Jackson, William L .----- ------ +--+ ---+ ++ +--+ s+ 2202 ene were eee eee 1243 
Johnson, Bradley T .----- ---------++ +++ --+2 seer eee eee eee eee eee eee 1312 
Imboden, John D ...-.----+ ----+- e+ 2220 -- reer rere ee eee: 1291, 1296, 1306 
Lee, Robert E .----. ---- -------- 222 ++ 2-22 eee eee eee ene cer nee eee ee ee 1291 
Mosby, John § ..------ ----0+ ---2 eb eee teen een eee eee eee eee eee 1240 
1ehYOdy dit We aeeee on aeciebo On SOO CESS SSSI RCSC 60325 GoGo Saas Soe or 1297 
Smith, George H.-.- ---- ---- +--+ +--+ ++ eee eee eee eee eee ee ee ee eee eee 1062 
Thomson, ithe hilgseeeceose cece Beem Sorc coco sce Gano Gae0 FOSo.co55 1129 
Van Buren, James L. Mentioned 2255 2:08 sien tee ee eee nen 4 = ssh eee 366, 429 
Vance, Zebulon B. Mentioned .-....----.----+-------++--++---- 307, 611, 1161, 1308 


For correspondence, ete., see North Carolina, Governor of. 
Vanderbilt, George. Mentioned .-..-.------ +2. ---5 2. -22- eee cee ee ne eeeee 
Vanderhoef, Robert B. Mentioned ....---------. 2. +--+ +--+. e220 cere terres 
Van Lew, Lizzie. Mentioned ....----.----- ---+--22 22.222 cece cece ce eeee 520, 
Van Lew, Menagh. Mentioned ........-.-------.-------- 0-25 ceeereeeeeee 
Van Vliet, Frederick. Mentioned ......-.-.---.--.-------- 0-02 sere seeee 


239 


- 
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Page. 
Van Vliet, Stewart. | 
Correspondence with Benjamin F. Butler........-....-------+------++---- 895 
IN Gren Or0 G(s hapsuebadiasne once Goer CEOACO CU OGOr MEE DOO SOLER aS 1nrar cas oSheane ~ 886 
Vatchet, William D. Mentioned ..---.----------+-------------------0----- 774 
Vatterlin, Steamer. Mentioned .......--.---.---.-------- +--+ ++--+- +--+ -+-- 915 
Vaughn, Zenas. Mentioned ....-----..---+-------------+ +--+ --+2 +++ +--+ 780 
Veech, David H. Mentioned .........-...---.- ------2----+ ------ 2-2 --- ---- 810 
Venable, C.S. For correspondence as A. A, A. G. and A. D.C., see Robert £. 
Lee. 
Vermont Troops. Mentioned. 
Artillery, Heavy—Regiments: 1st, 473, 831, 888, 1048. 
Artillery, Light—Batteries : 3d, 473, 1046. 
Cavalry—Regiments : 1st, 174, 194, 196, 469, 471, 783, 891, 985, 1044. 
Infantry—Regiments: 2d, 3d, 4th, 469, 1042; Sth, 6th, 358, 469, 1042; 
9th, 24, 77, 79, 81, 82) 485, 523, 1058; Oth, 467, 745, 1042; 17th, 926, 
1045. 
Waste avorny, (Exeloyd 4s) Miho, AVIGNON, AAA Geo eos adoias coos pcm Gonb a Scisns saOE Ae 17,18 
Vertegans, BG. Mentioned vert eres eatin ae iors weiner einen es DY 
Wises, Sicambns INOmiionGCle oso se ocde soap cedodscacs Se coe S Coa556 orc ase acne 1 
Viall, John G. Mentioned -.......--- ESSE OSA SAG IGA IOGSOS SESSES oS Sa1SnAE 776 
VACtrOSS Oloamerme Men tlODOd sass cincel tac cee sees Geer te ene eae eee 109 
Wielemrle ele. wien blOMOd Wereets sce staciestettsic sie oe cae sie eicle a eele ae er eae 77 
Vienna, Va. Scout from. See Upperville, Va. Scout from Vienna toward. 
April 28-May 1, 1864. 

Vincents luomas IVE.) Mentioned sc. .sen eo. ea e oe ees ena ee eee eee 994 
For eopnes Dome Cate as A. A. G., see heii General’s Office, U. S. A. 
ayinaetbiuky Cl sh top MIG OE oo peo Gono boo tot cgaueqQnannne DOSS mae. Os... 567, 1127 

Virginia, Bastern Shore of. Raid on, March 5, 1864. 
Communications from 
: Heese iii iu oie etere tele teeter —tetee tartrate Nats aa'annls osc s) am eee eee eee 232 
OGY JOYE 18) GaSe capo aaag eens HSGkeo Onn oseSoess Sees Goosedo nee eesese 232 
lore awl sleiny WEE ocoonosded Odedad SnnccoopoCcotoSESs wancme sdbe ac 644 
Stuarts) lubes pce carsce son ce sire leietsaveeencrce anette te oie mine rates eee ae 232 
WianDepartinent sin Srcc ssctts sista cceiouecrncicts sietoee cies serene ae eae 643, 644 
Reports of 
JOUR NM UO yes Oe ome pon aoc. do SoM CAS SAOBONG ASSO e see Ged Gnd 231 
Liao Rela OMNES SS eooo aban desaco Oa aS nnSaqa GaSe sasnn been sese 232 
Virginia, Northern. 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from Robert E, Lee. ..-- 1254, 1260, 1303 
Confederate hospitals in. Action touching, Communications from S. P. 
GTO ae RSE ease rns ets acted caaaech a! 2a. 1196, 1197 
Destitute citizens of. Relief of. Communications from 
Patricks Margetiadayue oes stan eoetee evecare cic eaten a tae ere 399 
Bedgewiels, John sees crass = Sater eles erate eel eeet ree els eae ee 399 
PVCS, COORG Oct eay ace eek nels eee seatdns cease ke. ao eee 398 
Movements and disposition of troops in, Communications from 
Abbot, Henty: Lick, Cimpose- i sac wwe tears ae se cay = eye eee ee 982 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. 8. A ...............-. 1209, 1287 
Bragey Braxtoneee.. ys.c cot ebaee Benes tea anes seo bee e eee eee 1209 
Bryan, Limothy My, ire vx e-nee rete net eee een ee eee 687, 924, 953 
Burnside, Ambroser iter sss se cee seme eee eee mee eee 994, 1004, 1024 
Cabell, Henry Cory ois. .gt cece woes oergapectinereee so acs see een eee 1169 
De Russy;,GustavascA 2. co.cc ciate Ce eee eee See ee ee 700 


ee 
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Virginia, Northern—Continued. 
Movements and disposition of troops in. Communications from 

Gamble my illiamitssrma cis aciattses salveiss.\ceccee cot bicsceueeiee saute e 327, 351 
Gibbs ead ite dimen ctarpera cs tsce st cette cine cac ees acct tacecet ake 609 
Granby Ug seer reese isa eeiscsscsape ec ceaic.coeite Soetioeet 882, 949, 955, 992 
Grego Da vidiMicMe ser cciscce ances 339, 340, 351, 396, 437, 516, 641, 745, 790, 831 
Grr CH AGL espesemes aceite Sa eioese hci o=i.ninwis once eaise eee cee 1024 
ETANLSC kaWiden TV aW tee clerics slo aecinmys.cis lewis ei eieinc,eic Risse oleae Se ee OE 7A1, 1002 
Hamptons Wiad ote: J. . see aides. 2-e.esces ee 1088, 1132, 1140, 1143, 1162, 1229 
FIM OME youre Selnosa te siscis See ean ccee see Seats ee eo aeuie 829, 846 
J OWNS One DUACLC VM a aettsl-lspAs sic Aea\apaae = ctoe sielos cetee eee ey aeteioes 1089 
Rapa nie iON tee een Sete res ec higes ciccebas ch aeeCee ee 686 
ieee Rowert. Boers siec os see scieise cle sec siese sc 1089, 1090, 1099, 1117, 1143, 1286 
LEG RVOO, SENOICIIRE Gt aad secon bboee aaa eeaniaaad Sea Reese aseGos dor ood 604 


Meade, George G....-.......---.- 317, 319, 326, 337, 338, 341, 349, 595, 597, 604- 
606, 608, 631, 692, 693, 734, 753, 829, 873, 881, 949, 952, 962, 1003, 1005, 1015 


Merni btm VieSlOVe os agama: ames sels Sa\sic)s cna nome a eee hace aie eae 350 
Newton Jobnet acne ciecispie iene cise D2 ce sleectssedwigics Geen 317, 318, 330, 408, 410 
PleasontonmpAlltred ts. cencctecin==ne2 ces cessiee gee cnis 319, 339, 599, 607, 630, 687 
INO MORO My dO O56 660 aa dou nh Sebos GSE ECUMnOaa Hage SO0b S6aGShe WESGS 337 
OM NW LC kare O NM eres caet Slee: cals) atease clare stale < cic are oe 407, 410, 435, 515, 630 
Sheridan ebilip El eeessese<cae esc sales = 835, 909, 923, 936, 941, 962, 973, 985 
IMG dig ls ).6 sacle Gana Bees hon bedaee ae viecbecesS cogcec 1089, 1095, 1100 
SIWARGEL, CXXOREE 38s SAS Gh AO AE GOACEDIaDOO SEGHE BOCODe aBEB6E 348, 574, 676, 691, 692 
ead Onye ODM es eee seusceieever es ce tees eacemncss saee tite’ sect came 340 
PRVIOLMODOLDIO) eels oc nie sieeen ais Bes cise etalon alee micieteinee s aiseeta ae 985, 996 
Wiarrorn GOUVernel mcr aaeenea ccc cccelenseisomieie cisiclesicisicets soiiate 633, 1024 
Wiiidtinkcersn Es Civ ANC a Wy scriaaainislaisrsizia ele ocleecialsl (asic elwsie\eicioie vlelslavsiota'atelerete 835 
Operations in. Communications from 
Amar, (CUTE OO NE (Cs kecc.6 ooo BbneS JOSC0 Goon SnoSeroagnb tdados acne 438 
SAR, UOTE NYS), BOOS e650 Beo8 BEOR EOD AOS OB S500 Hebe nO COBCIEBSOO ODD CEE 693 
Mistery GeOn yer Aaear sacie ania sie eee aelnmetem nace l= amie = nae gale ise ser 402 
IDyeyabn, WMNaTEO) 6son poosen bees sogos Boop aocdbeodQsacess5.CsoceCs 872, 873 
(Chip, Wisiiss—6.o56 580 cdaqdo oa Bee S be map ee se SacNEee coor 821, 992, 1009, 1017 
Gregg, David McM .-......-.----- 397, 600, 660, 686, 893, 900, 942, 963, 974, 996 
Grimshaw, Arthur H --.-......- 2222+ 2265 cen 2 een nes ane seals 601, 617, 874 
Harhaus, Otto ...-...----- -- 2-20 eee nee ne ce ene co ene ee se nnee 908, 924 
Humphreys, Andrew A ....-. .----- ---- 0+ ~~ ones ce nee oe one 639 
Judson, Robert F.......--...---.-----0+---+ GARaS COGEEN cadedodsecasiie 857 
Kilpatrick, Judson .....- ...2-- +204 2--- 102-02 2250 22 ene wenn =e 20 == 0 702, 787 
Muse ODOR Wieser aeacee 2s eee seam aaa 1081, 1186, 1244, 1266 
Meade, George G.. 331,578, 587, 597, 598, 609, 633, 651, 682, 695, 718, 816, 830,900 
Merritt, Wesley ..-..----------------- 427, 432, 437, 587, 651, 652, 657, 694, 699 
Murphy, Mathew....-. .----- ---- e202 eee ne eos eee eee eee eee nee eee 591 
Page, William H .... .-.. .--+-- enon 0-202 cone woe ween enn eee ee 436 
Parnell, William Kh 2.2. .).c--cs «eres -/-ce ve semee sme enesnwica <> +20 ners 367 
Pleasontonpatirew se. .5-5 +4 += see ee asco ce 392, 599, 606, 631, 652, 695, 696, 713 
Porter), Benton! Bi =- <5 «cs cec == sacs ere clave aisnnie saeisee vevcee oe seecen 713 
Sedgewick, John... 0-22. .2 sis. sone cone cise eon de eee tans aoe 2 on 5 eee nns 609 
Sheridan iil pettsss ois sise tester 830, 831, 839, 844, 952, 953, 963, 995, 996 
Simmel Wayyasienn eh were cen rreien) toe alice = atisaia sista eictel amin 2,00 - cs 2smminiete 367 
Slough, John P...- 2. 22. 2 = a2 oa = ee snns wae ene wo een ee ee en 438 
Stuanimeb ee temcecee? eee oes papas ememessiacicc cs. .-+s sss esas 1152, 1257 


Swelisee, cl ata Esecres st eescceereensadseas tess ceteccceersessccesess. 4nd 
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Virginia, Northern—Continued. 
Operations in. Communications from 
Taylor, John P .-..--.- ---- ene cee eee eee ene cee cen e ee teens 1016 
Tyler, Robert O... 388, 482, 438, 442, 542, 591, 594, 664, 700, 714, 807, 836, 858, 900 
Vose, Jobn..-. 02-222 enn ence cone e ene ce nn ene tree cee ne ene ween e- 432 
Weed, Theodore H..-.-....----- ------ seen ee eee nn eee ee ee eee eee 973 
Wells) HeprysH (2 ocse ces seem amen wen = 400, 564, 618, 628, 661, 796, 964 
Wilson, James Hin. <5 6 co.sccc cre oom ete ieie eta le imi lnin oe) ata tale tata ate ete steletan= 963 
Reported movements, etc., of Confederate troopsin. Communications from 
PArvierell, Witla tita Wis coat sare ate ete ote legate cere tee ecole ee eee eh 592 
Clarke, George J ....---- ---- 22+ cone cee nee woe nce eee cee cone eee 712, 723 
Guill D8, Abbr e Cage eee aise ote cidals Sie stale ola ieee wie tele tare leet te stele rete 973 
(Halleck, sHenrysWyeces= + sce. = o+acsers crea ceeee ase e == ene ea eeeae 982 
Harhas,, O0U0 soc es. ve cn 6 elaeo sacle amie aie aie le olen oo ne ola waste ie 952 
e Hayes, JOseph lo cset cen elmo cete c ecto eee = eeleicie el eie = mvisleeintelsislel= a telsiel=] == 431 
FIORE aS el ONO Osos Ae ace Sod De SESE BORG DanG ObROn eons oosibaob ar 993 
Kail p aust Kn) WAGON fer eiet= 5) ere = oles alae are alate emi a ela ta ale alicia ste ae eet rar 708, 835 
IMGEMUGe, JODIE. soc erce ces ss ee oaicialore stellele a letalcl nisin a= tara Crane are he 1003 
Meade, George G-.---.----.- ae pra epee 337, 346-348, 681, 683, 688-691, 952, 962 
MerrittjewW Cale Vaecss cacccet esses aeactencia eet certecece ameter 339, 411, 695, 806 
Norton; luemuel Bees soo cee aa cise coriesie ese ainiequam eee eee OOONOGS 
Ramen CdedianiC wm .cemta ccc sta cmom elelac cele etiam oS eetetneteete eres 829, 922, 961 
fopenehcorely (ECO PHY 137 hs Se Se A oats Aer eGo Hoo Gom non MGasageScadonee 487 
SEUGANIG) Spc ICM Nas eena Saae babe occanoce Goober cacerds So6d6 387, 406, 512, 562, 563 
SINE RG OO y ECORYS) Lt) GS Rey She Scascore on caso ec ousSSeccsuenSsos dao So: 954, 999 
Shericdans debs oe mates ote reeimefee sel tem iale mie latele ie ae ete ee eta 984, 1005 
SNS I MEO, Secs cb eee eomGes Gonsee GoUeSe Cocos! GaonoS tosis GoSK CHOSE 800 
SOLVED DOM AS Aeon saate smal s nie = o)lele aio lela ees eee] aoe ete eter eee ee 690 
SAY Sls} ME COWES isis Goo Oo0 SOUS COURS) cocmon ondase sosbar cobaedacac 361 
Taylor, JObnGPs 22 ee cas cess ccs besos somes coe See nett ee eee 331 
Wavlore beter A tes sa. coos cs -tassmetteeee oe 590, 754, 772, 798, 811, 856, 983, 1004 
War Department, U0S2 css. ccccoe ess cs ence cose =a cee meee Seen mente ete 1022 
Warren; Gouverneur Ko. .sscack secon coe el eo cece Te eee ae eee 690, 694 
Wiellss George Diva cccsccicine saacey soccer oma eee cstce core ae ree ee 683 
Wells sienry Eis. fee Gor ee sens oo pose tine = eee See nee 607, 697 
WiSotns OLD Care secs mines saver cise eater sciteeeeteeets 376, 387, 556, 591, 984 
Wilson, Henry lve woe seas Sec ene obec we enmentecvecicer ce <tene cee eee 452 - 
Reported movements, etc., of Union troopsin. Communications from 
hee, Robert Wi. --5 2-2. soa niske Sleeves SORE Ses aye ed SRE age ae t 1131, 
1200, 1265, 1267, 1268, 1272, 1273, 1276, 1290, 1306, 1326, 1331 
SMA INO Wie cccice ric ctiome be waic ch nes Steen tact cate cet tee meee Ee 1242 
SW ELS BORE scene tata Se miete heclaters ha cetera iat talc a eis teeta ole ean oe ee 1242 
Virginia, Northern, Army of. See Northern Virginia, Army of. 
Virginia, Southern, Department of. See North Carolina and Southern Vir- 
ginia, Department of. 
Virginia, Southwestern. Defense of. Communications from 
Am Merson Olmwl ees dys seers oaks snia\ ete Se ele oe eee ee ee 1106 
ie; SRODSLrU HR oe cee bee steuce ce POC ma See Ree ce atens aoe ee eae eee me Tee 


Virginia, Trans-Alleghany or Western Department of. See Western Vir- 
ginia, Department of. 
Virginia Troops. 
Mentioned. (Confederate. ) 
Artillery, Heavy—Battalions: Oth, 1158, 1248; 1Oth (Batteries), D, 
212, 213; 18th, 19th, 20th, 1158, 1248; Dunéabure} 1159, 1248; 
Weblett, 1159, 1178, 1249; Pamunkey, 1159, 1248, 
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Virginia Troops—Continued. Peet: 


Mentioned. (Confederate. ) 

Artillery, Light—8atta/ions : 38th, 1201. Batteries: Albemarle, 1235, 
1269; Alexandria, 1159; Alleghany, 1235; Amherst, 1235; Ash- 
land, 1234; Bedford, 1234; Blount’s, 1234; Botetourt, 1136, 1138, 
1203, 1204, 1250, 1251, 1299, 1835; Breathed’s, 168, 1236; Brooke's, 
1235, 1269; Bryan’s, 1136, 1137, 1203, 1204, 1250, 1251, 1299, 1335; Car- 
oline, 212, 1159, 1248 ; Charlottesville, 1235; Chew’s, 168; Clut- 
ter’s, 1235, 1269; Courtney, 1235; Danville, 1235, 1269; Davidson’s, 
1137; Bllett’s,* 1235, 1269; Fauquier, 56, 1234; Fluvanna, 12353 ° 
Predericksburg, 1235, 1269; Goochland, 1159, 1248; Hampden, 
1234; Jackson's, 1136, 1138, 1203, 1204, 1250, 1251, 1299, 1335; James 
City, 1159, 1248; Johnston, 1159, 1178, 1249; King William, 1190, 
1235; Lee, 1235; Letcher, 1235, 1269; Levi, 1136, 1138; Lewis’, 1236, 
1269; Lowry’s, 1137; Lurty’s, 1136, 1187, 1203, 1204, 1250, 1251, 1288, 
1299, 1335; McClanahan’s, 43, 719, 1192; McComas, 1159, 1249; 
McGregor’s, 168, 1236; Martin’s, 1201; Mathews, 1159, 1249; 
Monroe, 1136, 1137, 1203, 1204, 1250, 1251, 1299, 1335 ; Moore’s, 1236, 
1269; Moorman’s, 168; Morris, 1235; Nelson, 1234, 1269; Nelson, 
No. 2, 212, 213, 1159, 1248 ; Norfolk Blues, 1236, 1269; Orange, 1235; 
Otey, 1137; Parker’s, 1234; Petersburg, 1083; Powhatan, 1235; 
Purcell, 1235, 1269; Richmond Fayette, 1234; Richmond How- 
itzers, 1030; Richmond Howitzers (Companies), 1st, 142, 143, 1169, 
1190, 1234; 2d, 3d, 1235; Ringgold, 1137; Rockbridge, 1235; Rock- 
bridge, No. 2, 1235, 1269; Salem, 1235; Shoemaker’s,t 1236; 
Southside, 149, 1159, 1178, 1249 ; Stafford, 1076, 1158, 1235, 1247, 1248, 
1299; Staunton, 1235; Staunton Hill, 84, 85, 1139, 1203, 1250, 1301; 
Sturdivant’s, 1201; Surry, 212, 213, 1159, 1184, 1248; Taylor’s, 1234; 
Thomson’s,} 1236; United, 1159, 1178, 1249; Young’s, 1139, 1159, 
1203, 1248, 1250,1301. Regiments: 1st. 1152, 1201, 1235. 

Cavalry—B@attalions: 27th, 34th, 1137; 35th, 25, 306, 385, 386, 400, 424, 
714; 36th, 1137; 37th, 1136, 1137, 1203, 1204, 1250, 1251, 1298, 1334 ; 
39th, 1217; 41st, 322, 327, 328, 335, 341, 1192; 42d, 217, 219, 242, 244— 
246, 313, 314, 561, 566, 1076, 1158, 1247, 1248, 1299; 43d, 9,12, 15-17, . 
118, 156, 157, 159, 160, 237, 248, 249, 252, 256, 259, 306, 315, 316, 365, 385, 
386, 570, 601, 617, 620, 714, 716, 779, 781, 812, 874, 894, 1003, 1082, 1252, 
1253; 46th, 1204, 1251, 1288, 1335 ; 47th, 1288, 1298, 1334, 1335; O’Fer- 
rall’s, 1192, 1252. Companies: Amick’s Partisans, 1298, 1335; Kin- 
cheloe’s, 237, 781, 796, 1252; McNeill’s Partisans, 8, 43,46, 393, 1252, 
1253,1320; P. J. Thurmond’s Partisans, 1204,1251,1335 ; W.D. Thur- 
mond’s Partisans, 1204, 1251, 1335; Woodson’s Partisans, 1192. 
Regiments: 1st, 162, 1191; 2d, 1191; 3d, 158, 1076; 4th, 28, 237, 335, 
364, 367, 368, 427, 449, 487,594, 779,780, 1191; Sth, 162, 205, 206, 232, 
240, 242, 245, 255, 259, 487, 1180; 6th, 108, 306, 316, 364, 487, 657; 
7th, 25, 33, 392, 394, 424, 1166, 1170, 1173, 1180; Sth, 250, 251, 1118, 
1137 ; 9th, 207-210, 219, 240, 242, 244-246, 1095, 1266; LOth, 315, 1095; 
11th, 25, 306, 424, 1170, 1173; 12th, 25, 424, 1129, 1180; 13th, 952, 
1095 ; L4th, 490, 1118, 1136, 1137, 1203, 1204, 1250, 1251, 1298,1335; 15th, 
487 ; 16th, 111, 112, 25¢C, 251, 773, 1130, 1136, 1137, 1203, 1204, 1250, 1251, 
1298, 1335; 17th, 1136, 1137, 1203, 1204, 1250, 1251, 1298, 1335; 18th, 
322, 335, 341, 1192, 1320; 19th, 307, 1137, 1204, 1251, 1288, 1320, 1335 ; 
20th, 1137, 1204, 1251, 1268, 13835; 21st, 1137; 22a, 1186, 1138, 1203, 
1250, 1251, 1298, 1335. 


* Formerly Crenshaw’s. } Formerly Moorman’s battery.  } Formerly Chew’s battery, 
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Virginia Troops—Continued. 


Mentioned. (Confederate. ) 

Infantry—Battalions : City, 507, 520, 559, 1207; 1st Local Defense 
(Armory), 1301; 2d Local Defense ( Quartermaster’s), 1301; 3d Local 
Defense (Departmental), 1301; 4th Local Defense (Naval), 1301; 
5th Local Defense (Arsenal), 1301; 6th Local Defense (Tredegar), 
1301; 23d, 1137, 1204, 1251,1335; 25th, 1299; 26th, 1137, 1204, 1251, 
1310, 1835; 30th, 1136, 1312; 44th, 1201, 1202; 45th, 1136, 1137, 1204, 
1251, 1324, 1835. Regiments: 3d, 1217, 1300; 4th, 1310, 1334, 1335 ; 
6th, 251,872; 7th, 364; Sth, 1158, 1248; 9th, 56, 388, 1217, 1248, 1300 ; 
11th, 56 ; 12th, 1217, 1300; 14th, 56, 1248 ; 15th, 17th, 55, 56, 93, 1201; 
18th, 1201, 1217, 1300 ; 19th, 1158, 1248; 22d, 752, 754, 1137, 1179, 1204, 
1246,1251, 1835; 24th, 56; 25th,1190; 28th, 1158, 1217, 1248, 1299, 
1300 ;. 29th, 56,934, 1094,1201; 30th,1201; 32d, 1158, 1248; 36th, 
490, 773, 1137, 1204, 1217, 1251, 1335; 38th, 56,1248; 39th, 917; 45th, 
1136, 1203, 1204, 1250, 1251, 1298, 1310, 1334,1335; 48th,1173; 49th, 
872; 50th, 1094 ; 51st, 1136, 1312 ; 53d, 56, 314, 1030, 1248; 54th, 1094, 
1107-1110 ; 56th, 1158, 1248 ; 57th, 56, 1030, 1248; 60th, 490, 773, 1137, 
1204, 1251,1385; 61st, 1180; 62d, 309, 322, 341, 1063, 1192, 1199, 1320; 
634d, 1094, 1107-1110 ; 64th, 1137. 

Miscellaneous—Essex Guard, 246; King and Queen Home Guards, 
205, 217, 246 ; North Anna Home Guards, 2138, 214, 216. 

Thanks of C.S. Congress to Smith’s artillery battalion, Lomax’s brigade, 
Surry Light Artillery, 5th Cavalry,and 7th, 12th, 22d,and 61st 
Infantry, for re-enlistment............. sHOSBSSbood aaue 1178-1180, 1184 


Virginia Troops. Mentioned. (Union.) 


Cavalry—Battalions: Loudoun Rangers, 480, 789, 848, 859, 860, 876, 883, 911, 
912, 942, 965, 974, 976, 989. 
Miscellaneous—Accotink Home Guard, 19. 


Virginia and North Carolina, Department of. (Union.) 


Affairs in, generally. Communications from 
Butler, Benjamin Wo. 2---es.s. 2 ne f° -00n earccecece secceene 916, 1000 
Claassen, Peter J -... 02+ 2+ 2-00 coos nee connec ee ne wees cece eee eee-- 558, 1012 
Grant, U.S 22... 222 --eeccee one cane cone cece ee cee cen cceecenewecee- 957 
Halleck, Henry W ....- 4. .--00-2-csccee cose mone oc ennece nocessenee 956, 966 
PALME re UTS UNGe os qeeceres anleeaecns ates 569, 959, 960, 969, 1010, 1021, 1031 
IRSA sy IO ied | “A SeoonseSeOase sped: BASSAS O CASH bas MERS SbEeESS 368, 557, 558, 
573, 589, 593, 611, 612, 619, 635,642, 645,653, 661, 672, 706, 707, 740, 768,877 
Barnes anes, Poueved tron (hu byal leo ccleniesareleeneise aecoeicee recreate ee ame 
Brooks, William T. H. 


Assigned to command of 1st Division, 18th Army Corps. ..-.......--.. 939 
ASSIONEA LO CUb oN is scerecs cor talermaiccuceitied cee opie aoie ele aiatateeiatee 814 
Burnham iraM, assigned tO aucyelWcecstics esc os sncieen seem eeee ee eee 865 
Conduct of colored troops in. Communication from Benjamin F. Butler... 371 
Draper, Alonzo G., assigned to command at Point Lookout, Md...--...... 931 


Enrollment of certain citizens in. Communications from Samuel P. Spear 434, 435 
Getty, George VW., relieved from GUtY ID <..6.coccess wcpecennnceevedacs edec 36 
Graham, Charles K. 
Assigned to command of gunboats in ...... 222.002. 2 --oe cece cone ween 542 
Assigned to command of Norfolk and Portsmouth, Va.............-.. 9a 


Harland, Edward, assigned to command of Sub-District of Pamlico.... 668 
Hinks, Edward W. 


INDEX. 1509 


Virginia and North Carolina, Department of. (Union)—Continued. i 
Kautz, August V. 

Announced as'Chief of Cavalry. 2... 222-0712 oe 930 

AISNE COV Nyi less aracsce chess iciee oa ote coe ete ee 895 

Assumes.command of Cavalry Division ........--...----- wececececcee 1013 

Ledlie, James H., relieved from duty in... .....-.-. cess .-- eee ceoccoceee 361 


McChesney, Joseph M., relieved from command of Sub-District of Pamlico 668 
Movements and disposition of troops in. Communications from 


Butler, Benjamin- By oe. so lessee ate Ce ee 374, 
401, 572, 575, 576, 580, 659, 824, 837, 930-932, 939, 968, 1019, 1020 

Claassen eeeterd 202. oni. ono cack tacts acon sacs <onck cee cote eee 567 
Heckman, Charleseay- ters: ccstccteceos tess cee ee ne eee 561, 573 
Pakner;y INNIS Ne ssctccecs soaitees ort towed ae 576 
POC MO ONTN Jie es «fae Ae ae s Seem oe we eke enacts Sere eats Oe pee - 636 
Powell md. wanrd slls.t qcmcerss SEs ee Se Oh Ie ea 401 
Shepley,'Georpes) 22. Seen, SON ee ee 1001, 1010 
STaItheVWailuamken st: ets Se Oy oh ee, 2 UE eee 1030 

New Berne, N.C. Forces and defenses of. Designation changed to Sub- 
DIStLIGb Ota foc frances ose SaaS as ae dase ae ee eee 646 
Operations in. Communications from 

AMOLY,» LHOMAG Us Os, osc dew sea 2aae ee toes doodles se oe ce niser ae Sees 538 
iButlerye Benjamin Wee ste ses oc) ecns'e = ais) ae cietinis aise 360, 594, 649, 711, 850, 895 
Claacsen, Peter lsisetsens oc os cao nc ce ate Sateen fee tee eee aoe 643,940 
DU Valle PRODErb Hiesee ae oe css Se ees cee lee nce bene eee lena osee connate. 1001 
Grahams Charles Keyrsee if vot ese eeteee Secs bee et aotee eeenNaeeeee 632 
Grant we Sma cmectenss) ts oveisc cee. 2 earecwcisls wc ower <sinieeiaceere 885, 904, 979 
Harlandyhdwatd-so25s2ssc ces cere Sot cassia tec codes ce eee ee eens 878 
Hoeckaiany CHarlesvA tess aera cise seemerece ee ape em citer 561, 642, 665, 757 
(UO EHO. ENTE coc Sorte SOA CRD ROC 6 SSO ROO OOS CMOOOC STIS OCOMOn CHD 614 
beets billi pai 52 x. a= = clan se sie asiatews o= ela alse bce den sone ee ones 580 
IMisEs tO mm lMan satcctseicoeisiciesicivelacile se ses ste otte de wie otemele = catemietaettemtete 658 
ipalinerplEmisiNeer seahee ee ssa sscloe ace ses cack ccc eee antennae 872, 979, 1012 
(Beaks) Oli eee eee lene loc eit aa via= aia cae ss etenie meeraeisiaere 613, 748, 769, 969 
heldonm George Diets c-ce sus cecies ries = acres a eines = eesti 649 
WiostwtvoberteMipsssasscciseclacswes snes sas ae eels e alee = aeioiaeisiet— 595 
Wihites Prank Jisojecso.-2-se0cseeee sees s soot ersten sess asco ae 604 
AWARD LIER ENO 2% comon oseobadeoron Sopssoceer Osncpe dceoce Gasore 398, 555, 560 


Orders, Circular, series 1864—Pa/mer: May 30, 311. 

Orders, General, series 1864—8utler: No. 10,549; No. 18, 542; No. 20, 
556; No. 24, 585; No. 31, 686; No. 47, 930. Kautz: No. 1, 
1013. Palmer: No.1, 981; No. 5,310; No. 10, 311; No. 12, 
425. Peck: No.15,61; No. 20, 106; No. 21,24; No. 24, 155; 
No. 25, 646; No. 28, 663; No. 31, 668; No. 32, 668; No. 49, 
258; No. 55, 261; No. 57,257; No. 66, 295; No. 70, 981. 
Terry: No. 3, 947. 

Orders, Special, series 1864—Butler: No. 108, 905; No. 109, 916; No. 
110, 930; No. 111, 939; No. 112, 947; No. 113, 957; No. 
116, 991; No.117, 1000. 

Palmer, Innis N. 


Assigned to command of District of North Carolina ..---.------.----. 916 

Assumes command of District of North Carolina...--..--------------- 981 
Peck, John J. 

Relieved from command of District of North Carolina ...-..---..----- 916 


Relinquishes command of District of North Carolina...---.---------+ 981 
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i Page. 
Virginia and North Carolina, Department of. (Union)—Continued. 
Recruiting service in. Communication from John J. Peck -...--.----.--- 870 
Reported movements of Confederate troops in. Communications from 
TsAGis) Ueery PHAN) ApOaan Base eieses eecoe desece oat socseonmeacc esd er LOS) 
Claassen, Peter J...----. .--- 20 2222 -- see c ne nnn nn cow ete en nn enna serene 553 
ION ys Po seucsecoseceecoted eoseeo Pabtos SchnasSoaccettedtece Gacises 681 
Pecks Jonn Jieter ot sae aseesse ancien emiaeeaeee = aoe ee 585, 678, 701 
War Departments US. cscoec « saesee teers slereee skeen = sae menteenee mmOCS 
Wessells, Henry a Bri Sete As P ep Bo Ae rey rr Deas PORES AC ES ee 74 
Wistar, Isaac J oF.....--. efeniaitetos tieiae ones. cassie cis eisin seteie Selec aete cies 102: 
Smith, William F. 
Assigned to command of Yorktown and Gloucester Point, Va-.-.----- 916 
INES HER OONR NHL e se ooan boesdo Conus Do60Ee. JoOSSbE SU SbeSena> ob aatc 861 
Strength and disposition of troops in Sub-District of New Berne. Com- 
munication from Innis N. Palmer... 72-225 os. eee ee | eee 824 
Terry, Alfred H., assumes temporary command of 10th Army Corps. .-.-.-- 947 
Union sentiment in. Communication from John J. Peck..........-...--- 634 
Union troops in. Organization, strength, etc. 
SOU, ACOA ee oe ccs owes ance a acme tia cen oon ae ae eee cee oe 482-485 
OG ial ell ov eR OE ROPER eae BS ncn Ss DorccoS OSer Gosads 1053-1058 
Vogdes, Israel, assigned to command of 10th Army Corps....-...----...-. 905 
, Wild, Edward A. 
Assigned to command of Camp Hamilton ............---...---------- 931 
Relieved from command of Norfolk and Portsmouth, Va-.....-....---- 931 
Wistar, Isaac J., relieved from command of Yorktown, Va.-.......-..----- 916 
Vogdes, Israel. 
Agsionments to cOMMaANd ocees<ceseciaclsnasce sass eln teases see eee 905, 1000 
Assigumentito duty... << -ccsc noses cee do cscosae ose meee ee selene eee 939 
Mentioned: 2.5 52ns6ssc6 0c secs tose seco ess 887, 905, 939, 1000, 1001, 1010, 1054, 1327 
Von Kleiser, Alfred. Mentioned 2. c.cccc coc. 5-0 ene cone cee ne coee eee 755 
Vioorhis, Arthur §.. Mentioned’). 2c- so .2 ce) 23 ecu oyeeeeetee = ate eee 775 
WoriesAlviniC.. 2 Mentioned’. < coccdeesss cs seselcoe cis se ees eee ene eeeeee 1055 
VorisArchibald.C. Mentioned <....5 ces ccccectes © cceees cone e ene nee ee 809 
Vose, John. 
Correspondence with Jacob B. Sweitzer........--...scccssseccc te ccee bee 432 
Mon tioned a Socp a aapea.n iat arc oie epee iniais aac cclope see ete cise eee ee ae eRe ate 432 
Waccomo: Neck, N.C.” Affair at, Heb. 7, 1864* ooo ce ccs cee cone eneeneeee 2 
Wiadleigh; John. Mentioned, 2 cet -ucsacc--esoe eee ones sae eee eee 467 
Wiadley; WiarM..s Mentioned 22. )--cpssc.ee n-ne Stee ake cee ce ane 1078 
Wadsworth, James Si Mentioned) 222. - 222 cae - nee epee cee- sae eeeee 738, 1041 
Waff, Joseph F. Correspondence with Benjamin F. ‘Botiee 35 eee is 5 bse ewer: 547 
Wagner, Louis. Mentioned.......... Se seek cele waite asta Neches e eee eee eee 1053 
Wainwright, Charles S. 
Correspondence with Henry). Hant.ee--. 262 eee eee eee eee 742, 819 
Itinerary of Artillery Brigade, lst Army Corps, Feb., 1864 .........-...--- 622 
Mentionedit sec natins carota ec tae w= usecase cok Nee ee 464, 622, 760, 1041 
Waite; Carlos Any Mentioned). 2ct= cme 2 see ee ee eae 475, 477 
Waite; Charles) Mentioned <2). 22+ nes. cae eee cee eee ee 207, 1164, 1230 
Waite; John My) Mentioned”. s2 52. t ae. con cere eee ee eee "1047 
Walcott; Aaron... Mentioned | aaseue 2s sanenee soe bee eee ee 468, 1041 
Wales; Nathaniel: Mentioned).s.2. seacet oe sect ne cee eee eee 1045 
Woalke, Richard: Mentioned. .-2- 23-25. eee ee eee eee eee 1269 


*No dirdemetan tis reports on file. 
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iualicer Albert jc Montioneditva Phai8 sok. iu )the st fy is ose 810 

pene er David N.. «Mentioned 5. ecSeeeccnncanh ek ke eed ee 1137 

pWialket Euan pe Mentioned. occ oc uehe cen, s tree uc chact. ocuen conte 466, 811, 818, 1038 

Walker; Francis A... Mentioned .........:--1. iv... Gh 116, 119, 691, 772 

For correspondence as A. A. G., see Gouverneur K. Warren ; also Winfield 8. 

Hancock. 

Wwalicerprenry Fs Mentioned... .0ssescedevecs seca hee en 6, 11, 43, 119, 

333, 334, 341, 355, 362, 486, 594, 1075, 1135, 1157, 1159, 1175, 1190, 1191, 1194 

Pye ker ioun p Mentioned 2.0.0: occu Jesvterse sa voccen coeeue he 65 

Wilken John: S-ssMentioned .....s02e0scess ere eee 441 

Wcilixeimie1coster Men tioned!..c. cee... eee cele eee ee 972 

Wiel ere hel ee Men tionedi- o> cue teent etch iae ears eee SSG te oe 1235, 1269 


Walker, William S. 


Assumes command of Kinston Military District ............-....-...----- 1329 
Correspondence with 
HO kewl bert bues geyseneien sarne cn cae ee es Re 4 ee Sehr ee 294 
Wihitiond John ss. soc ncd esas cet eeeees eee ee eee cael ane 1325, 1329 
Mentioned ween to ee tos ca crooeenecece ene Wain Gamba EES wets s 1310. 1315, 13825 
bust MAN ROUNCEMON ti Ofecstecc-wes teas =pkcces -eees--e eae. Seo eee 1329 
Vwalken avy ison, Wie. Mentioned. 2.- 2s 2. sk seme soe eee ee ae A477 
Walkerton, Va. Skirmish near, March 2, 1864. See Richmond, Va. Kilpatrick's 
Expedition against, Feb. 28-March 4, 1864. Reports of 
Fox, Edward C. Hampton, Wade. Pollard, James. 
WiallacewSteamergr Mentioned ss: ssc cass c.e pen coes co Oe ee erwecients ce aerate 915 
Wallace, Lew. 
ASSO MIMNOTN LORCOMM ANG = a5 clans cencens pes enlss ces oan asec ac) c= eal eee 671 
Assumes command of Middle Department (8th Army Corps)..-----...-.... 717 
Correspondence with 
Atdjweant-General’s Oftice, WS. Ay... csc ccs aesisinacia c= nossa eaten 1008 
Lceml., digit 1 ias82 n66@iane5 Gane cacnnsoogb coco Sasosaparchosose Sin nin(Sens 826 
iWarsDeparhment, Ue S sacc-s<ac siscinsee «= sachs sehesiae see ene mers 884 
Montronedcssn. sea 671, 717, 722, 778, 879, 880, 884, 904, 990, 1022, 1050, 1051, 1282 
SpAiaeeA TIN OUNGEMOIb: Of so tise «ce nem ese. o ocleecaosssitoe scl seer ere cea oe 904 
Wallace Martin. 
Correspondence with James A. Mulligan......------...--.--..------------ 608 
INITIO) nce eanG Sha6 BEGSE OBE BBE a Ne Bode DECODbeS coca Bes ocoe aac S agmaos 158 
Wallace, William J. Mentioned ..-----------.------.------- +--+ +--+ 5.-+--- 469 
Wallber, Albert. Mentioned ...-.-.---------..-----------«----------------- 565 
Wallick, William. Mentioned..--.---------------------------+ --------+--- 561 
Walrath, BzraL. Mentioned..---.---------- --<- ---- e202 2-02 eee one eee ee 1056 
Walsh, James. Mentioned .....--.-.---.-----+ --- 20+ 0 65:5 coe's sis cia smcisins 1054 
Walsh, James W. 
Mentioned ...--. --.--- co 02 coe nn cone wenn ce mene nn nee cere ce nnn cons secece 1037 
Report of skirmish at Warrenton, Va., Jan.7,1864 _..--..---------------- 14 
Walthall, John H. Mentioned..---..----.-----------+-++ --------+-+-+---0--- 211 
Walton, J.B. Mentioned......---- ------------ +--+ -2eeee cece cee e eee ee eee 1235 
War Department, C. S. Correspondence with 
Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A......------ 9, 46, 209, 1068, 1070, 
1084, 1090, 1099, 1109, 1110, 1116, 1155, 1165, 1174, 1187, 1213, 1252, 12538 
Bragg, Braxton .------- ----2- ---- -----+ 2202 soon ne sone ween en cen ane 217, 1327 
Breckinridge, John C ...--..----- -----+ ----------+ 222 eee tere cere 1736 
Burgwin, C. Li ..-..---2- -2-- 0-- 222 2-2 noe enn n en ener ne ne sete ee cerns teres 1308 


Davis, Jefferson ... 268, 1064. 1078, 1108, 1151, 1165, 1178, 1198, 1218, 1222, 1246, 1327 
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Page 
War Department, C. S.—Continued. Correspondence with 

Engineer Department, C.S.A..----.----------+ see eee cone cone cee nee cee eee 1328 
Forrest, French ....---..----- -----+- --o nee fone coe n ns cere cone eee ce enee 1127 
Fredericksburg, Va., Operator at ...---.----- SpA RARE ES DER RS ecc conc 2) 1242 
Garnett, Charles F. M....-.----- 22-00 e000 eee eee eee cee cee cere ee 1116 
Hampton, Wade ..-.-..---2---- 2-2 ee enn e cnn nn ee nnn cree cone eee eee 1163 
Imboden, John D Vs. lee. secs ccc eo ee co nslam oiler onde earn folate mie ol a atta le al pelea te 1333 
JONES Samnueles see aoe es see eee eee 1093, 1105, 1107-1109, 1135, 1172, 1190 
Keane Gort cee cocece fcc cc erie eee sieeve eis leke ai epee ele eae eaten 1142 
Kentucky, Governor of...-..-.-.--.----- ----2+ o-oo 0 eee nee eee ee ene nee 1096 
Leppert hens tent toe teen eee eas 45, 46, 209, 218, 222, 232, 268, 277, 


1070, 1073, 1082, 1113, 1114, 1118, 1120, 1173, 1180, 1184, 1187, 1205, 1212, 
1217, 1242, 1251, 1256, 1261, 1274, 1276, 1279, 1294, 1311, 1312, 1320, 1330 


Miles, William Porcher........--...2-0.2---- 220 20-22 oon ene coe wen en eene 1083 
IMOOTOSSS EP sece oe cs cnc cle se win ae ale ice ciao he ieee se a eee fae ere eee eee 1196 
Navy,Department, CO. See. eras ae csces nie oa sips 2 ole alee nie = ee eee ele 1217 
Petersburg, Va., Commanding Officer at ......---.----.----- +--+. --------- 1204 
Prekoutm Georges vase era eee eis ie eae sees = 1083, 1092, 1122, 1151, 1209, 1268 
PresvousONU Ste ase tect cee oceie a= eke hee = oes stsie eee eee 1212, 1213, 1320 
Quartermaster-General’s Office, C.S. A ....----2- -.---------- ---- 1177, 1178, 1218 
Shepherds W'e~ sews easaeccs ae acres ae cocis a4 «wows eeelee re cet aa eee eee 1122 
Stuarts d 5 Hi Ws asa ccrssies ostte Ge ce acislevia o Sibie clnie'ee Suestelelsle civiete sistetinsiosreiaeeee 9, 1208 
Subsistence Department, CoS. As oeccec esis ste =o ole nm So tees eae 1115, 1116 
Wihitings William i! Cotes. cece: cos ccc cates eeiee ecstacacels 1071, 1195, 1219, 1229 
War Department, U.S. 
Cavalry Bureau of. James H. Wilson relieved from duty in ....-.......-- 816 
Correspondence with 
ATTY LLOAAQUALUCIS csecis ee cine 'saxiess ese bia aa ise e's eisisieaie.< aaaina esis 356 
BurneidesyAmpProse: Hie se. es.cc. cle ce senianle wisereie atte eee 427, 443, 664, 666 
Butler; benjamin Bg. ce eee ace eevee cece 406, 429, 448, 506, 518, 519, 541, 559, 560, 
618, 649, 671, 675, 678, 688, 699, 756, 790, 808, 824, 843, 849, 861, 876, 914, 1017 
Comeh, Marius, Nea. See ce noms cece aces cae coke Sass «ein clean ices cero etait 386 
Garretinty ODM Wires oe sen ga conc ce cach aca setae ets woes eeu 345, 490, 499, 503 
Grant MUS ese sce tara. seccee cores ntnesme cs 267, 663, 721, 728, 896, 934, 1022 
lancocks Winfield (Sct sc. seccsece shah oem e cieee ae cee eee ree 640 
Mockwood Henry Hs ce .cc-t oocee Senos soe eae Semeeee ee Renee 643, 644 
Meade, George G...-..-.--.-. 357,541, 646, 728, 770, 897, 918, 925, 950, 961, 1025 
Navy Department, U.S a. .cce coomasten saree nace analee cee ie meeee 326, 814, 1028 
Beirpoint rl rancis Wo sec che sac aceoe teases cceean see ae eee eee 432 
Rennsyivania, GOVELNOL Ole... saceke ces ca cceicds eae eet See eee eee 773 
IWiallacey Mewes cite ocicc commence wet one teen renee ee Eee ee ee 884 


Orders, 1864: April 20, 918. 
Orders, General, series 1864: Nos. 91, 123, 759. 


Ward, Lieutenant. Mentioned ....- Sia ere! wl atorg Safe lele nce wistale httlate ete aie avo eetee eee 970 
Wand Georg erm Mentioned ma. smecan came see tenets ta rare nee eee = ee 5538, 1235 
WV ence CHlegrita,: ji. mv CN blONOd seam ce tee cera am tere ce cee ene ee 79 


For correspondence as A. D.C., see Innis N. Palmer. 
Ward,G. S. Luttrell. Report of skirmish at Warrenton, Va., Jan.7, 1864 .... 14 
Ward, J. H. Hobart. 


Itinerary of 1st Division, 3d Army Corps, Jan., 1864..............-...---- 461 
Mentioned cc ess -cet ene ccaate se ewan eee 138, 139, 461, 466, 562, 563, 736, 1038 
IWrardl WONT Ere OT CLONE eran tere so erate eres rere ee a anes ne 485, 1054 


Warder,J.J. Mentioned 


wnt tec ene ce coc ver ste ber peeces toeccs secees wee cove 882 


‘ 


INDEX. 1513 


Wardrop, David W. Page 
Correspondence with 
Peablerss Her} Amin ae, dees dass oceans vb eG Seabank! oct. Cees 
BOG RAOMIA CIS root oo parwterawarcdore- date ceive eovnewdbimes ee nial oe 
BRE UIOIED Pere tern took fea aie oe oy scmiee ve doe acai « odlsee 295, 484, 576, 653, 825, 1058 
pv alperrdvward R. Mentioned. .o2icssocosscatews cc leoeecu Lola mel 818 
PWwiermier James ee Mentionedy.cocss 2 e-enetescee sees eer ee 473, 1048 
Wainer .JObnrA Sieamerm: Mentioned)... eres ccseees Senteaaeee eee ae 915 
Wiatcon.sinentorantum Mentioned ss cnice bee mene eee ae een ene eee 13 
. iWidiren dear Wi. Mentioned’. corsa < occ cen kae corona eee eee sows 810 
Warren, Gouverneur K. 
ASS oMIMOnNGSs bO;COMMANG He sceac a ectes Seite eee eke ee eee ee ee OF aly 
Assumes command of 5th Army Corps ....... 2. .occce cee cence cncece cecces 725 
Correspondence with 
IBATUIO EL OBO Pica), Rerctoraraisierele vier > ore able valetewen tec eieeree eC eee OER ae 266 
Castles Davis®ly.~ soi ieee soeciacetciss -Aeanmetahec teeeoee saeco eee 754,771 
Buller Phred erick seeses sac ts eee e aes See aes Jee ee ae aeeee 771, 787,790 
Gren UC Hares |S qcinsciew oir isiewrseievee Coven eas Sees Mee NeE eee 899, 1024 
McCandless:s William’ 252. 2-:c<0/ 5= xe ass cee Se eee cee ee 924 
Meade, George G.......-...--- 266, 604, 608, 633, 690, 691, 694, 829, 935, 940, 962 
HEAD WAC OM Bet ileccicwe se esmeintanieceves seae cess 117, 379, 523, 524, 535, 540, 554 
Payor eLevereAisae stecae ce vis else = svis cee sles nos/ooe cee eons eee mee 677, 679 
AVA S12a7t 2), 0 MVC Sawtemiciemroniciowiowiview/eveiesinwcels oneeiectes sme eis wleleivieteiee 798 


Itineraries of 2d Army Corps. 
PADI RLOOA geraie atecion Inn isierwaleolsiewinlselclaletae aa aan ae eatocsemcteaa antec een AOL 
ORAL SGA pc5 SHI oceania vs SeCUELS Lo ed ee 624 
MAT OD RADA Sem amerscnkicicwinclciediga  sewewictcre eae stole Sele > etiam eae cores 783 
Itineraries of 5th Army Corps. 
IGN yelN, Its Tae Ss 2a oe es ee Re Reo cosocuodoSSennccososson coon. chet 
JApIY, Es as, a 35 38 CAS Sp Reson ese S55 gc covobrccoacsobad dost ae csé5 - 1035 
Mentioned... 117-121, 136, 138, 201, 379, 450, 451, 461, 462, 464, 516, 525, 532, 554, 555, 
624, 626, 638, 691, 717, 722-725, 777, 783, 810, 811, 818, 1035, 1036, 1039, 1332 
Report of demonstration on the Rapidan River, Va., including engagement 
at Morton’s Ford, and skirmishes at Barnett’s and Culpeper 


lord sya lle tee O= 1p SOA lar toals winelnalel/ =e cle lewiem Selene aie lnete iateete ee eer 114 
Warren, Horatio N. Mentioned.............----- 2222+ see ene eee e ee eee eee-- 1041 
Warren, Zenas C. Mentioned... 22. 2022 e202 eeee core cone veces ceecee wone 473, 1056 


Warrenton, Va. 
Scout from, Feb. 17-18, 1864. See Piedmont, Va. Scout from Warrenton, and 


skirmish near, Feb. 17-18, 1864. 
Skirmish at, Jan. 7, 1864. 
Communications from 


Gregg, David McM.......---- 2-22 -- ene cone eee cnn cone ee cone wane 364 
Taylor, John P.... .----. -200 seen ne een n enn nen ne nee cone enee 361 
Stuart, J. E. B .......--- woes cece tec ces cove voce Deleeve secs woes tele 16 
Reports of 
Gregg, David McM..... sie Selec cion sos cion cic sclasien aleldeea'nia\ca'vielelcteiai=t> 12,13 
Mosby, John S.... .--- -- 222+ eno e een ee ences cone coer ee teens enne 15 
Walsh, James W....----..--- Wieatae sce toRe serceeee see a ens cea 14 
Ward, G. S. Luttrell......---. 2-22. 222+ ee ene coon eee eee eee ee ee 14 
Warts, William H. Correspondence with Lemuel B. Norton¥2se2s eee 712 
Washburn, Cadwallader C. ‘ 
Assignments to command ..---. .----++ +--+ coeres cone ceeeee se ceee cnt ene 7538, 757 
758, 757, 880, 887 


Mentioned .cceese dec coccac coeseccecwensecce Meee Ose case seisess 


1514 INDEX. ; 


Page. 
Washburn, James. Mentioned .....---..--..------ -----+ 2222-2 eee ee cee eee A7Y 
Washburne, A. Livingston. Mentioned......-..-.-.-------- Joes Sleeeeee 474 
Washington, D. C. Defenses of. Communications from 
Grant; Us S sametoss- ss = )sse nares a mk aia isis nee a eet eat oar 673 
Halleck, Henry W ..-.-- .---2- neoe 02 en ne enon nn on eee wn ee none wn ene cence 837 
Howe, Albion PB ton. ies 8h ote tesa seca nle ce ee incarnate aa Sentinel 708 
War Department, U.S..-.....--- -2--- .e0c--joosceesucneces sermnetecms~ ccna 660 
Washington, Department of. : 
Orders, General, series 1863: No. 16, 997. 
Orders, Circular, series 1864: April 27, 997. 
Orders, Genera], series 1864: No. 23, 819. 
Orders, Special, series 1864: No. 5, 359. 
Union troopsin. Organization, strength, etc. 
SJE ana be 6y: Bees ir RR a eB recy ia Feo og soe oa05 472-475 
TQ Oats dhshe! esos seen Ore SE Ome On SONS Beene Coeane se Sousco Sorc soa: 1047-1050 
Washington, N. C. Evacuation of, April 26-30, 1864. 
Abstract from record of events on return of Sub-District of the Pamlico 
LOT AH CU mL SO4 emis tee eee swede selaccesie ca secs ReeeEs sect eeeme eels 312 
Communications from 
Grant; WAS sess sese See Riss she SGN e oe cow con mais epee ase Stan see eee esa 990 
Palmer SinniseNet bilos cose w ac sieisicc win cwicereniomagee nce ettewienene 990, 1002, 1011 
Pillaging, etc., during. Findings of board of investigation in relation to .. 311 
Repoxrt/of Innis: N. bal mene cache er aiefece tee aciieke= se ceis seein eentee aett meine tome ane 309 
Washington, Bush,C. Mentioned —._-.. 52.5 L-ccameneoe caence setae eeeeeaee 1129- 
Washington, George, Steamer. Mentioned.............---..--------------- 26 
‘Washingeton,George G:  Mentioned:....-.,.2..c.cesteceesce= senate Seeee ee 1329 
Waterman) Richard... Mentioned s0..---42-cs.sese csc e selene eee eee 470, 1043 
Watkins, Guy E- Mentioned...2. 22-4... asso cece en een ae eee cingiydes 1038 
Watkins; Harlow..1) Mentioned ccnc secccceccieeccneutwes cums este ene ees ir) 
Watkins, Thomas He Mentioned 2): 2-ccc-s-ccss se cee nese eaters Sete 477, 1051 
Watson, Montionediie-i.b-88t. tic toe oe eee eee 244 
‘Watson; Davids Mentioneditt: 342-080, .o5 20S See cae ee eee 211, 1235 
Watson, Peter H. For correspondence as Assistant Secretary, see War De- 
partment, U. S. 
‘Watts, William. | > Mentioned: 2si<< cocoon Hota cenee Gaels ten eee 1300 
Way, Walter R. Mentioned”. 22-24 ence... eee ene coe eee ae 18 
Wayne County, W. Va. Scoutin. See Cabell and Wayne Counties, W. Va. 
Scout in, March 16-18, 1864. , 
WeeadsFrederick!F seMentionediy. -cecee Sis. Waa J eee eee 483, 1054 


Webb, Alexander S. 
Mentioned jo22 -ss\eesssceeisisas 114-118, 120, 122, 129, 133, 465, 624, 626, 736, 811, 1038 
Report of demonstration on the Rapidan River, Va., including engagement 
at Morton’s Ford, and skirmishes at Barnett’s and Culpeper 
Hords; Meb6-7, 1864 225. cactcst = costes cs ae eee ee eae 121 
webb Job. Mentioned: ssseane-sstcescccsceth cecet os Sele ce ene eee 834 
Webb, Lewis H. Mentioned................2.. +22. .e-22.---- 1139, 1203, 1250, 1301 
Webb, Robert F. Mentioned Sito e sept eZ 
Weber, Max. 


Assionments to commandesseeascs ee eeee sete eee ee seohts CORPO 833, 986 
Correspondence with i 
Averell, William \Wis tect ces, Sogseee SSS ee 859, 860 


Bamford, Robert: C..22 <s22825.5 05 cnc eos ee eee 965, 974 
Saunders, Walter. o- 2) .o2o 2c oe deen cece eee eee ee ee ESOC) 
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Weber, Max—Continued. ee 
Correspondence with 
Sigel, Franz ....2.... 807,819, 847, 859, 883, 894, 911, 912, 927, 942, 965, 974, 1016 
SLES SAUER LA ASS 2 CO Ai a A ae DN, DS SRS is Gry 966, 975 
MonmblOned weeaseetan= a ets cote Seach oud cece 472, 720, 833, 976, 987 
Report of skirmish near Middletown, Va., APTA SCL soe 5 ee ene eee 308 
Webster, INE GTIGI ON Cums ct <= oP ar fh Sues on eee ee GS 
WWiebstermrcalpinC im Mentioned: <54228-6 t26- 25. sacc.os oe a ee 64, 69 
NWiGDStOrmVValren: aEMion boned! j25. sa ssce see ore eee cc Se ee 472 
Webster, W. Va., Commanding Officer at. Correspondence with Franz Sigel 9801 
WVCddiGn Ja CObme Mentioned 2=s525 = cao ese eee ose a ee ee 480 
Weed, Mentioned ........ saeiseiheetcr selene Samcvaenbicis adwismme leases 747, 748 
Weed, Theodore H. : 
Cormespondencel with’ Philip H. Sheridan 22.5.2--.+-.-c-cses-eeheneeeee 973 
IMCTILILON Opns sae sestte sae cise tor HO, 8 toreic onls so Sane a ie Sone 973, 974 
Evvicems| George steamer. | Mentioned ses... 54-44 -sueen eo see ee eee 915 
WieitmGCreoree ET. pMondloned seohscices odcestcs cane si Gace ecnccu bcc e eee 810 
WVelreGrltlianavir Mentioned. crsccccclesmencicetscecclseememocdes cb eacentone 473, 1047 


Weir, Henry C. 
Correspondence with David MceMJGrege <-- 2 o. Siiceseiecnee scenes sae eo) 


MOntONCU Ra oases ar sora = sa) ayaa oh os cS ace o SER OR CS ere ne eee eee 438 
For correspondence as A. A.G., see David McM. Gregg. 
Welt Zell eGOoGire yy Men tlOnedy a. a2-cys cwciewiae = scion, Seeelsenis ae sae eee 688, 790 
Wwelohy moaward- Ew. Mentioned... 52<--s)c00 sme ltmie aplelee Sao seeks aoe eee 776 
Welch Norval-b. «Mentioned o25 <s..0c o-iee a aciscae=nisaeosisemseacee ee cea 468 
Welles, George M. Men pionedl ier 5. cht cau carat Ria ee 565 
Welles, Gideon. 
Correspondence with Gustayus Vs POx <2 2.5 occ sdcienes one-one asses sisaae 992 
Mentioned. .cse =... 22:50 <2 so ae 1, 4, 47, 103, 107, 278, 356, 729, 759, 821, 946, 947 
For correspondence, etc., see Navy enim! (Gi ISE 
[ WIE, Uleseyelu, WRIGHT = 6 A505 Ggoqes oocede boon bodes ascassneso sce 473, 1048 
Wells, Lieutenant. Mentioned -.......-- Ae opin ca0REe aenose $e sie cab see ce ae 569 
Wells, Andrew B. Mentioned .... 20... .2c0 cer vee cece cone coerce cevcee ceccn- 781 
Wells, Charles A. 
WIGMMO NEC EB S8s acewas aoBebO AH OOSE OODSOD coun cooanc ce sanecran te eion Sond 234, 235 
Report of skirmish at Snickersville, Va., March 6, 1864 ...... Sse tor 233 


Wells, George D. 
Correspondence with 
Sigel, Franz ...--. 0-2. .----2 oes wees coon none ce ee ee Kiaace aescco case 840 
Sullivan, ee cenit: ot. Paty Gersece saree 677, 683, 751, 788 
iY BF RERESC Lo aba bop denis Bese Bo SCORE SOC OcO Ee En B Bons CSc Od Sere coder. ted tee 0) 


Wells, George W. Mentioned....--....-----.------ bs Sele Selelecieleleiioe tia seens 776 
Wells, Henry H. 
Correspondence with Christopher C. Augur....--.----.+---+- -----+----+--- 365, 


400, 564, 607, 618, 628, 661, 697, 796, 964 


WS TIR ODE. come GOD Goo BORON DIEC ACO GROCOED BIOGUGOS HOE COD Sudan Sc 438, 474, 1049 
Report of affair near Accotink, Va., Jan. 12, 1864 ......---.----+--------- 19 
Wells, William W. Mentioned .....----..----- -------+ +--+ +--+ +--+ 63, 65, 74, 76 


Wellsted, Thomas H. For correspondence as A, A. A. G,, see Julius Stahel. 


Wentz, E. L. 
Correspondence with George G. Meade.... ..--2+--- teens corner cecnne tees 993 


A etait OTL Gl eens eae ee aes eta inte a inleleisicis slasinie (siaia e!'s\sInineininieiniaisin’= ieimin maim 
Wesby, 
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Page. 
Wessells, Henry W. 
Correspondence with 
Butler, Benjamin F.... cccses cans ccccersccccsvccces cess ccccccsscece Ol, 1029 
Batis; Lucien A 2350s Fin Ssc eae se tedes Wl sap ccces wes soe oes saa Ue 


JERS I NEC aacrsia GoSeoae AS gD NOSo CoD nE DromEuincoce teh StsGaSsAnohor 281, 
287, 288, 537, 551, 589, 613, 619, 707, 748, 768, 769, 795, 877, 906 
Mentionedic-sacees seen cesses cao cete ne enka samen cele atlas eaten 23, 


24, 61, 106, 154, 155, 280, 282, 284-291, 294, 295, 301, 304, 482, 465, 543, 
573, 589, 636, 642, 645,653, 706, 740, 748, 769, 895, 896, 917, 933, 967, 968,1029 


Reports of capture of Plymouth, N.C., April 17-20, 1864..---.-----..--- 295, 296 
Wesson, William D: ~ Mentioned << 3.22.2. 422 connec cone anon ome a ena 810 
Wiest) mientenant se Mentioned st sss.. <a ss tese cae se eines era ote eel eelta 123 
West, George W. Mentioned ...... 2... .---06 conn eons tenes ween ee -=-e 466, 1038 


West, Robert M. 
Correspondence with 


Butlery Benjamine Pike gcse ee cose soot ec tee lace kee ae eee 198, 199, 594, 595 

Wistar; Isaac's cat Ae Janse se eres Soc cee eee alse eee e set 561, 565, 672 
Montionedsnct ie izesecsec iat sc stses tise ss ese hee eee 146, 198, 243, 483, 484, 1057 
Report of scout in Gloucester County, Va., Feb. 28, 1864.........--..----. 160 
West) Rowland Rip Mentioned ss 32.5.45-¢-on ae ss ew dose Sees ee eae 485 
West. Theodore'S peMentionedtses Si cat sete cosen esse ote Seon ieee sees 565 


Western Department of Virginia. See Virginia, Trans-Alleghany or Western 
Department of. 


IWiesteIrvelt;JacCOD se Mentioned somes = elses o8 esis eae tee atem a= metas eee amare 58 
Westmoreland County, Va. Expedition from Point Lookout, Md., to, April 
12-14, 1864. Report of Edward W. Hinks..-.......--..-.-..... 268 


West Virginia. Conscription in. Communication from JeremiahC. Sullivan. 546 
West Virginia, Departmentof. (Union.) 
Affairs in, generally. Communications from 


Army Headquarters. ...-.. S08 SDR CaSdGpOanSHACORSs HtooSE DASE Dee. 578 
Kelley sais Gn) PiMineh ecewa caress aisscter tees secics eer iee eset etree FE Sepyy NE 
Rodverss "RobertS Toles owe ee eae scales see cee eee 393, 400 
(SYP) ly UA ea orca Sc eas a Dee Goo CHO SS UauIDASO DEdees oSHaar ene 844, 846, 936 
Wiilkinsons) Nathanine osc mcrae. cot oc trainee tenes lee em aetna eet eee 442 
\ Condition of 3d Brigade, 3d Division. Communication from Alfred N. 
Daii6 teres ver assess cone ce cocks Sere ate ee Pee ee eaten eee 403 
Condition of signal corps in. Communication from Franklin E.Town.... 654 
Kelley, Benjamin F., relieved from command of....-...-....--....--- «c= 3 
Movements and disposition of troopsin. Communications from 
Averell William Weesssrescoesceeee acca tes 698, 740, 751, 860, 876, 902, 903, 944 
Crovk’Georvetes: cst see ccn enemeeee eters 802, 833, 842, 876, 978, 998, 1007 
Dufiés Alfred Nee Pee eae ee ee see ee eee ee ence eae 756 
Grant; U.S sree keene See ee oe eee ee ee ae ee ee eee 839, 964 
Kulley Benjamin ty sco he sce s tances ceases cee cee eee cine meee ae eee 439 
Melvin, Thayer aes sccct reas scaacaoceecete oemear oot cee aes aoe eee 976 
Miulligany James AQet eeeees Sancti oan ber mae cet coat cee ene eee 583 
Rodgers RobertiS tres.meep st aseencce cede tcon eects cae teen eee 327, 328 
Rucker, 7 Wallian <P Mid ocseass ce eee eee ee eee ec Cee 
Schioonmaker, James My ca. sheseecsieces eee oe eee a eee 999 
Sigel ranz Agace.2 cece be oe coe se ee ee ene ea ee 683, 701, 


704, 710, 727, 745-747, 755, 762, 766, 788-790, 792, 797, 801, 812, 813, 840, 843, 

849. 858, £59, 883, 928, 943, 964, 977, 986, 987, 989, 1006-1008, 1016, 1017, 1025 
Stebel: Jnliuets. Aen ees 793, 801, 902, 929, 937, 943, 988 
Sullivan, Jeremiah C ......- Peeks 323, 324, 371, 592, 594, 751, 788, 943, 977 
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West Virginia, Department of. (Union )—Continued. oe 
Movements and disposition of troops in. Communications from 
PES LOE WuODOLU Sas dc eee Mts cine Ado dt at, oes ll aha eee ae 727, 747 
MO espa W CII mah. B ee eC aia sd ass cic 2. Sale ach A Se eT 
Wiebere Maxime <seeccc mee meee ec ape epee) 894, 927, 965, 974, 975 
Miestavarginia, Governor Of: 00. os <5 .:..cc22 oa oss enpvaissenicecs dees 750 
Ord, Edward O. C. 
Beotenct eC CUvysinenma oe ces cei sce ctu) ck oes. ae 4a 758, 813 
Relievedetn Omizcit yeaa cioe to hy tee eye oo eet te 5 che cae nee 911 


Orders, General, series 1864—S/ge/: No. 8, 664; No.11, 739; No. 13, 832; 
i Wo. 14, 846; No. 15, 847; No. 16, 83; No. 17, 926; No. 19, 
965; No. 22, 986; No, 23, 1006. Crook: No. 12, 978; No. 13, 
1007. 
Orders, Special, series 1864—Syge/: No. 49, 679; No. 59, 738; No. 68, 
813; No. 72, 832; No. 84, 987 ; No. 85, 998; No. 86, 1007; No. 
87,1017. Kelley: No. 14, 409. Averel/: No 23, 263. 
Organization of troopsin. Communications from Franz Sigel....... 813, 832, 986 
Operations in, Jan. 1-April 30, 1864. Communications from 


PALVOLO LI mV Ulta lle Wires n certs 2s clos copes ected. a ceiaek aai een ees 322, 
329, 373, 389, 648, 657, 658, 665, 671, 680, 683, 710, 715, 841 
Babcock; Orville dW ess ssetse costco se sect sink = Saas Seeks eee 900 
Cole; IEIGMINI SoG nance booncbsdbeasde gabe GaSe bs neaccordadue a8 seeader 385 
COOK GOOLE One ees sane atlases socio eee ee pais ints icn 629, 910, 938, 945, 964, 1027 
Doth ome Atir eaNe rsae te eee cii scree tein pang oe pie acin ye sini scion 752, 754, 833 
GTBN beep Serre scenes ties Salen e Sccseomineciesas += secs 758, 765, 798, 799, 845, 858 
IX@illeng, (RSM, 1)" Cooney Boaqc0 decode SOCESE HenooSe ona ne ach Sones 321, 
$22, 329, 330, 394, 546, 564, 568, 572, 574, 579, 583, 601, 602, 648, 653 
Miles, William W ..---. Actas rotate SiSfo.ie tn.cicineusim aisle cusve wiegainintacsped oor sarees 658 
NUGTON, Jat Sooooe aeecen sceeane -Benmeen seeeteeeee GEecec caceep Sore 706 
IM GTUL Teg, ATG Ak sé kaon GEeoblmae meno CSEO Or od SSCS Se Been eo ncoe sc 393 
ROMEO SMT ODOEES, < 6.0 can tan eo - = oo eek oe ners ato N aad saknane eae 442 
PSHM ORV Woe o6on CSoCIse Se OO SS OESMRe See sae eed coccerlos seer oconu 701, 
7038, 709, 710, 726, 751, 754, 797, 823, 842, 845, 859, 875, 901, 975, 976, 986 
fSi@loel|, MMM, 258 s661 066660 noateS Gblooae ce ssdaasccnsos ocus sa dseccn 841, 842 
Sullviai ne Oem a lew san acca seese === a= = isace 370, 372, 374, 403, 564, 677 
Taylor, Robert F...-.. ---- -- 0 seoene cee s0- sere ese en- -o-- 705, 929, 966, 975 
WWi@)na, MSS ado te Ske Bb esdose sacodapececemceagonese Saar 847, 911, 912, 942, 974 
Wilkinson, Nathan’... --. ..2- 2 s2--s-6seent see 20 one cow mninje sie eins 747 
Yutzy, Enoch D...:...--.-.----- +--+ eo 2222 -- 22+ eon eee eee eee seen 842 
Operations of signal eter nent of. Communication from Franklin E, 
DON IN seer = seit cee cise ace n= cai <0 s - win sain eo asin) s ase e> omnis /elstainieie 1026 


Re-enforcements for. See Benjamin F. Kelley. 

Relief of destitute citizens of. Communication from Benjamin F. Kelley. 409 

Reported movements, etc., of Confederate troops in. Communications from 
Averell, William W. 328, 341,353, 370,585, 608, 665,677, 714,719, 720,767, 797,840 


Boyd, William H ..-..--- .---2- e222 cence es ee ene ne eee ee ere eee 332 
Byers, John A..--.. 202. enn 2 ees none tee cee cee e cone cece cree cee e teens 715 
Duffié, Alfred N....-.--.--.-------------- Ennead os spe po neee aasece 490, 773 
Evans, George D....---- ----2- --2- 2222 eee n ee cone rene cece cere cree cree 592 
Harrison, Charles J ..---- ------ e--- eo 2-0 nnn e eee e een cee ee ree 547 

Bees re 


Heintzelman, Samuel P .....--- ---+------+-- ---- 2-22 2+ eee nee eee 
Kelley, Benjamin F.....--.---------- 328, 355, 370, 393, 552, 585, 587, 591, 592 


Keyvey, Joho L ...-..------ ---+ 2-220 22-20 cree cree eee cce cose rene 719 
Lang, THEOGOTO Fi. cc cence ccccccc cccccccs cocecececce amsetieest , 
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‘West Virginia, Department of. (Union)—Continued. 

Reported movements, etc., of Confederate troops in. Communications from 
McCaslin, Maxwell...... ..-.------ .e-eee enon ne oo nn ee ewes ee eee e neee 328 
Moor, Augustus ...--..----- ------ e222 ooo oe ee ene oe nee oes 716, 719, 913 
Mulligan, James A...--.-..------- -- +22 cee 2 ee nee tees eee eee eee 372 
Rodgers, Robert S .... .--.-------- --+- +--+ -----+------ 354, 355, 370, 374, 594 
Raumsey,. Wille Sere ses oot ate win o> ce eee ae nase nloiede eee ae 569 
Sigel, Franz..:... 2-2. -. 0-2-2022 20+ eee one won eet nes ee nee 680, 705, 942 
Smith, Se ER AARP in Se E ete CO SURE ONO Sa Se Use SoC ReSOs 902 
Sullivamyed crermia hl © setae eres ee\esneteeraias cate eer 354, 392, 424, 588, 678, 697 
Daylorghobert) Eee > sane see cece m2 siegem eee ee tenia = ota eeto nema 705, 716 
NO burn JOSOp ht seem ttale < ais nies= sta oe eeiele mae eee telete a pe ieict ala eiais neta 403 
Wallace, Martin’ -2.-.- 2.52. s2s.-2-cc neces wee cons a= een~s=cnis= see 608 
Wiebere Maxgere a. os. cote oes aoe aaeen soe erate an ca Aw amente ne vaceeeasee 894 
WV elle’ George Dates sie 525oce eae eae eee ee ee noc onsen tees 677 
Wilkinson; Nathan: S2c2.c0- acces Ree cte hi EEO SHE SSIS 583 

Rumors of raid into. Communication from Benjamin F. Kelley ..--...--- 634 

; Sigel, Franz. 
ING agaKeCE MUO KLEINE NO! OS Ba ars oe nSpeeG Sabo : SSCoLe a SBSASeodes Banseciese 618 
ANS Sab ako (OVINE RNG) (OF Se OER SRE AOS. GROH SOS DotEde ss o6cs6 0005 SFE 664 

Stahel, Julius, 

Assioned ‘as Chief of (Cavalry seo. .232s2enes se) eae eeateeeislos eee asl 739 
Assigned to command of 1st Infantry Division ......-..--..----..---- - 987 
Relieved from duty as Chief of Cavalry ......---..-- i A oa Sue ee Ne 987 

Thoburn, Joseph, assigned to command of 2d Brigade, 1st Division.--....- 832 

Union troops in. Organization, strength, etc., Jan. 31, 1864.......-.--. 479-481 

Weber, Max. 

Assigned to command of defenses of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va -.--....---- 833 
Assigned to command of Reserve Division... ...-....--..---...-------. 986 

West Virginia, Governor of. Correspondence with 
Kelley. Ben) aminpleaacs se metem set se teies foc (cin goeeccee wees 362, 504, 517, 601, 634 
SHO) OMEN VAccos cacactrac Sago qe EEC GO OUae EBLE C aoe Bede dequsduadoee 745, 750, 862 


West Virginia Troops. Mentioned. 

Artillery, Light—Batteries: A,479; B, 344, 481, 655, 657, 658, 671, 789, 833, 
864, 876, 1007; C, 471; D, 35, 39, 40, 343, 480, 583, 788, 801, 833; B, 37, 
480, 823; FY, 39, 455, 480; G, 35, 36, 41, 329, 454, 456, 481, 674, 864, 876, 883, 
902, 929, 937-; HI, 480. - 

Cavalry—Regiments : 1st, 329, 336, 343, 362, 404, 481, 648, 665, 674,746, 841, 
847, 876, 903, 928, 929, 936, 937, 986, 1189 ; 2d, 250, 251, 404, 481, 684, 1139, 
1288; 3d, 404, 481, 509, 588, 752, 7466, 802, 824, 876, 483; 4th, 39-41, 344, 
345, 359, 480, 567, 801; S5th,* 41, 42, 481, 674, 675, 684, 687, 698, 710, 726, 
801, 824, 833, 986, 1060; 6th, 41, 42, 262, 263, 359, 481, 675, 836, 847, 864, 
876, 903, 987, 988, 1276; 7th,t 262, 263, 329, 344, 345, 354, 362, 481, 674, 802, 
824, 833, 836, 876, 986. 

Infantry—Battalions : Exempts’, 479, 481. Regiments: 1st, 39, 329, 354, 480, 
567, 791, 801, 832; Sth, 481, 1288; 6th, 480, 746, 756, 763, 788, 791, 792, 987, 
1016, 1108; 7th, 116, 118, 127, 128, 465, 624, 625, 736, 840, 1038; 9th, 481, 1288; 
1Oth, 329, 481, 510, 511, 553, 791, 832, 876, 977, 987, 988, 1108, 1246; 11th, 
362, 480, 481, 745,750, 755, 756, 791, 792, 832, 875, 943, 945, 976, 1007, 1288 ; 
12th, 31, 341, 342, 480, 574, 789, 882, 875, 1108; 13th, 250, 481, 684, 791; 1288 ; 
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t Originally 8th West Virginia Infantry. 
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